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JEREMIAH lii. is.

And I will give you Paftors araardmg ra ming
Heart, which foall feed you with Know-=
ledge and Underffanding.

aReAk H E Province affigned me in
_s-"f" f}ﬁ the Service of this Day, is to

&'11. ‘A' addrefs myfelf to you, m
\,;* w. worthy and beloved Brother,
> ©ohidp the now ordain’d Paftor of
this Chui'ch AndIa pprehend I cannot b\,t—-

ter anfwer the End propos’d, than by en
deavnurmg, as the Lord fhall affift, to ex-
glam and improve the Promife above read:
or as I truft you are given in Mercy to this
Church, asan Anfwer to the many fervent
Cries which have been {ent up by them to
Heaven, for a Paflor after God’s Heart,
~ fo my earneft Defire and Prayer for you
is, that you may as fuch obtain Mercy, every
way to fulal the Miniftry ccrmmitted- o
B _ }Dul
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2 4 PasToR aﬁe.r
you, to the Honour of your Great Mafter,

‘the Comfort of your own Mind, and 'the_

{piritual Advantage of all who may attend
upon you.

['smarr not detain you with an Ac-
count of the Call of this Prophet to his
Office, with the Incouragements given him,
as he was to minifter to a moft rebellious and
provoking Generation. That which intro-
duces my Text, is a Command iffued out in
the 12th Verfe, Go and proclaim thefe Words
towards the North, and fay, Return thou Back-
Sfliding Irael, faith the Lord, and I will not
caufe mine Anger to fall upon you: For Iam
merciful, faith the Lord, and I will not keep
Anger for cver. Where you will obferye
with me, the Crime of this People : They
had ungratefully and treacheroufly departed
from their God; notwithftanding which,
they are kindly invited to return, and in-
couraged by a Promife founded in the Di-
vine Mercy, that he would not proceed to
that Severity which their Tranfgreffions had
deferved. And to this is added, a2 Direc-
tion as to the Manner of their reéturning;
Only acknowledge thine Iniquity that thou haft
tramjérrﬁﬁ'd agm'?fﬁ the Lord thy God. And

what lefs tha this could be required of

“them?
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them? How jult and reafonable for thofe:
who had forfaken the Fountain of Living
Waters, to come before him with Weep-
ing and Supplication, confefling with fuit-
able Sorrow and Shame, their Fnlly and
D:ﬁngenult)r And efﬁz&ually to convince
them that Judgment is God’s ftrange Work,
and Mercy his Delight ; that he never pro-
ceeds to Extremity, but where his Juftice
and Holinefs demand it; the Invitation is
repeated, Turn, O backfliding Children, [aith
the Lord, for I am married unto you, and I
will take you one of a City, and two of a
Family, and bring you to Zion. The latter
Part of this Promife feemsto be defign’d
to remove any Objetion which might arife
from the Smallnefs of the Number of thofe
whofe Hearts the Lord might incline to re-
turn ; that though there were but one of a
City, or two of a Family, yet they fhould
be accepted, and under a gracious Condutt
be brought unto Zioz; and to thefe the Pro- .
mife runs, J will give you Paflors after mine
own Heart : A#if the Lord had faid, Know
that it is not for your fakes; you have no-
thing to expc& at my Hands, but to be re-
jefted, and caft off for ever; but for my
‘own Name’s fake, as an Inﬁancc of fove-

B3 | relgn




4 A PasTonr after

reign Grace, I will give you, and a greas
Favour it will be, Paftors after mine own
Heart.

Ho w far this, in the Concern which the
Church had with it, inthe Prophet’s Days,
might relate to wife and faithful Rulers
and Governors, fuch as Nehemiah and Ze-
rubbabel; or to godly and zealous Scribes
or Priefts, fuch as Ezra and ¥Fofbua, 1 fhall
not at prefent determine. But inafmuch
as our Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Shepherd
and Bifhap of Souls, is * promifed under this
Charaéter ; and in the Apoftle’s Enumera-
tion of Church Officers, he takes notice of
+ Paftors as well ax Apoftles, Evangeliffs,
&c. whom Peter advifes to § feed the Flock
* of God ; I humbly apprehend we may war-
rantably apply this Promife to a ftanding
Miniftry, which, if it anfwers the End of
its Inftitution, muft be carried on by Pa-
ftors after God’s own Heart, whofe Concern
it will be, to feed the People with Know-
ledge and Underflanding.

Tue Duy of fuch in-fgeneral,, is to
preach the Gofpel to Saints and Sinners ; to
adminifter the Ordinances of Baptiflm and

* Ezck. xxxiv. 24 1 Ephuiv. 11 § 1 Petw. 2,
the




Gop's own-HEART.
the Lord’s-Supper; to prefide in Matters
of Difcipline; to vific the Flock, efpeci-
ally thofe who are under Indifpofition of
Body, or Darkl)cfs and Diftrefs of Spirit;
and to be Examples to their Members,
in Faith, Charity, and univerfal Holinefs,
And I am aware, my dear Brother, upon
this thort Reprefentation, you are ready to
lay, And who is fufficient for thefe things?
Sure I am, none is of himfelf; not the beft
or wileft of the Children of Men. A Pa-
{tor therefore after God’s Heart, is one who,

1. Has his whole Furniture from him,
as the God of Nature, Providence and
Grace; that is, he has all his natural En-
dowments from him; for it is the Lord who
makes us wifer than the Beafts of the Field.
And hisImprovementsin ufeful Knowledge,
arife from the Divine Blefling on his La-
bour and Study; and all thofe Gifts and
Graces which are neceflary to qualify him
for the faithful Difcharge of his Office,
defcend from the fame Fountain from which
comes every good and perfett Gift.

A MinisTER s fuppos’d to have a
Share of good Senfe, in common with the
reft of Mankind; to have {pent a confider-
able Time in Reading and Meditation ; to

have
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| hav: fome chrce of Elocution, or Aptnefs
to fpeak pertinently to a Subje@; to be
capable of leading the Church in their Ad-
drefles to the Throne of Grace ;and of fpeak-
ing a Wnrd in Seafon to Souls who are
weary. But the whole is from God, and
under the Influence of his Bleffing ; for if
the great Apoftle acknowledged himfeif,
and his Cotemporaries in the Miniftry, in-
fufficient as of themfelves to think any
thing, Experience as well as Modefty thould
engage us to join him in the humble Con-
feffion. Pan/had his Strength of Reafon-
ing, Cephas his honeft Plainnefs, and Apolls
his Charms of Eloquence, from one and the
fame Spirit, who divides to every Man as
he will. ~ All the Qualifications of a Paftor
being defigned for the Good of the Church,
they are derived from the God of all Grace:
and he who is wholly deftitute of the
Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, will
be ufelels to Zion, and foon weary of his
Work.

2. AMa'~ thusdivinely furnifhed, will
fooner or later be called of God to the Ex-
ercife of his Minifterial Gifts, for the ga-
thering in of Sinners, and the Edification
of Saints; and if he is after God’s own

Heart,
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" Heart, he will be dire&ted to wait for, and -
duly to attend this Call. Our Lord Jefus
Chrift himfelf rufh’d not precipitately into
his Office as our Great High Prieft, but
was called of God, whe faid to him, Thou
art a Prieft for ever after the Order of Mel-
chifedec. And asto his prophetic and king-
1}' Offices, he could truly fay, in the Dit-
charge of every Part of them, This Com-
mandment bave I received of my Fatker.

WE are by no means indeed to expe&t
fuch a Call from God as the Prophets of
Old, or as the Apoftles and firft Preachers
of the Gofpel had ; or to imagine that God
will {peak to us out of a burning Buth, as
he did to Mofes; or that Chrift will call
to us out of Heaven, as in the Cafe of the
Apoftle Paul. 'The Church is now fettled,
and fully impowered to chufe its own Of-
ficers, and to call whom they judge faith-
ful to minifter in Holy Things. Noris it
fufficient, that a Perfon may think himfelf
qualified, or find a fort of Impulfe upon his
Spirit to preach the Gofpel ; he is not to
run before he is{ent, butto letthe Church
hear and judge of his Abilities: and we
may be affured, that if God has any Work
for himto do, he will bring him forth, d:i]m

e



e o e s e A S v

8 A Pistor after
the Courfe of his Providence, to public Sers
vice. And its an Obfervation that has been
too much verified, that where any ven-
ture upon this facred Work, without the
Confent, and contrary to the Advice of the
Church, they have commonly foon become
a Scandal, and have had fome vifible Marks
of the Divine Difpleafure attending them.
A modeft humble Saint; with the largeft
Share of Learning, and the greateft Reach
in Divinity, in a View of the Awfulnefs
of the Work, will be ready to fay with
Mofes, * O Lord, fend; I pray thee, by the
Hand of him thou wilt fend ; only let me be
excufed. Nor will he dareto go forward,
but as the Lord is plainly calling him to
it: Inftead of a Check or Reftraint, he will
need all the Incouragement the Church is
capable of giving him.

2. A Pastor after God’sown Heart,
is one whom he is gracioufly pleafed to
affift in the Difcharge of the feveral Du-
ties he is calling him to the Performance
of. Minifters, aswell as private Chriftians,
have their Stock of Grace in Chrift’s Hands,
and from his Fulnefs they are daily fup+

* Exod, iv. 11.

PI]' Ed:
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plied. And every faithful Labourer may
depend upon the Prefence of his Lord with
him, and that His Grace fhall be fufficient
for him, and his Strength made perfeét in
his Weaknefs. Not that all who are called
to this Office are equally affifted, or any
one Minifter finds at alltimes the Prefence of
God alike with him. Sometimes the Work
goes on heavily, and God has wife Ends in
leaving his Servants for a time to a dull
Frame of Spirit. But inthe main or principal
Courfe of their Miniftry,where they are faith-
ful, theyfhall find, tho’they can do nothing
of themfelves, they can do all things thro
Chrift ftrengthening of them.

4. A Pastor after God’s Heart will en~
deavour, as the Lord enables him, to feed
the Flock with fpiritual Knowledge and
Underftanding. Some bring out the Stones
of . needlefs Controverfies, inftead of the
Bread of Life; others entertain the People
with the Husks of Man’s Merit and Righ-
teoufnefs; whilft many are {preading the
Poifon of Herely, and Soul-deftroying Er-
rors; but a Scribe well inftrulted, will bring
out of God’s Treafury the wholefom Words
of found Do&rine, and not dare to deliver

any thing but what is found in Scripture,
C and
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and what, under a divine Blefling, may
have a Tendency to nourith up the People,
unto eternal Life. He well knows a few
fine Words, or finithed Periods, will do no-
thing to the fatisfying the craving Apetite
of one fpiritually hungry. As the Cry of
fuchis, Chrif2! Ghrif! none bue Gfrrg'ﬁ! fo,
with the Apoftle, he detérmines to know
nothing but Chrift, and him crucified. St
Paul could appeal to theChurch of Ephefus,

he had * kept back mothing that was profi-

table, nor had founnwd to declare the whole
Counfe! of God. No Part of Truth isto be
concealed ; but thofe important Articles of
the Chriftian Faith, which relate to Worthip
and Communion with God, to the Forgive-
nefs of Sin, the Juftification of a Sinner, the
Santification of our Natures, the Security
of Zion, and the manifold Obligations we
are under to univerfal Holinefs and Qbe-
dience, will be chiefly infifted on, by ene who
aims at the Glory of God, and the Good of
immortal Souls.

Laptly, A Pastor anfwering the Defcrip-
tion in the Text, is one who is blefled of
God in his Labours, and, for the fake of
Chrift, approved of by him wheo calls him

¥ Al xx. 20, £7.

to
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to his Work. It is certain the one depends
not upon the other ; for many skilful, judi-
ciouns, and faithful Labourers haye been de-
nied the Bleffing of remarkable Succefs, and
have had great Reafon to complain, * %o
hath believed our Report, and te whom is the
Arm of the Lord revealed? And thefe are,
notwithftanding their Difcouragements, +4
Jweer Savour to God, in them that perifh, as
well as in them who are faved, For Accep-
tance, where Minifters are upright and di-
ligent, depends not upon Succefs, Bunt as
this will be more manifeft in the great Day
of Accounts, at prefent, where God is pleas’d
to give many Sealsto the Miniftry, and Sin-
ners are converted, and Saints refrefhed and
comforted, a Paftor of a Church is more vi-
Jftbly under a Divine Direftion and Influence,
And when this is the Cafe, the People are
loudly called upon to blefs God for him, as
an Inftrument, whilft they afcribe the Glory
to the Moft High; who, though a Puaxf
fhould plant, oran Apollos water, can 'qﬁly
{ecure the Increife. ' A
- Tavus I have briefly fhewn you, that a
Paftor after God’s Heart, is one who has his
quiture'frum him, is called by his Provi-
* Ifuah lui. 1. 1 2-Cor. ik 14.
o e dencg
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dence to labour in the Word and Doétrirte,

affifted by his Spirit to feed the People with
Knowledge and Underftanding, own’d with
fome Succefs, and accepted in hls Work for
the Redeemer’s fake,

Wuat I have farther to offer upon this
Occafion, is not fo much ta inform you,
my worthy Brother, as to ftir up your
pure Mind by way of Remembrance. Your
Work is great and awful, and [ would have
nothing wanting an my part which mrght

. pontnbute in any Degree to dﬁ]ﬂ: you in the

Difcharge of it. Forgive me then, if 1
charge you in the Name of the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and as you hope to give up ypur Ac-
counts with Joy another Day, ferioufly to
attend to and carefylly weigh the following
ﬁdwces _

. NecLECT not the Concerns of your
pwn Soul. Remember you profefs to be a
Chriftian as well as a Minifter of the Gofpel.
Theone indeed is effential to the other ; for
he who is unacquainted with the fpiritual
Part of Religion himfelf, muft be very un.
fit to recommend it to others. I am well
perfuaded, }uu are mlay’d with Divine
Principles, and have tafted that the Lord is
gracious ; that God has tranﬂatcd you out

of
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of Darknefs into his marvellous Light. But
I need not tell you, youare juft enter’d
your Race; take care of wandering or loi-
tering: The Crown is before you, forget
then the things that are behind, and prefs
towards the Mark for the Prize of the h1gh
Calling of God in Chrift Jefus, Sad will it be
for you, if while you are keeping others
Vineyards, your own fhould lie neglefted.
You feel, and I doubt not groan under, the
Preflure of a Body of Sin and Death; nor
are you ignorant of Satan’s Devices. ~ You
are treading among Snares, and the Enemy -
is watching for your Halting ; what need
have you then to be upon your Watch, pray-
ing, * Bea Surety, O Lord, for thy Ser-
vant for Good: Hold thou me up, and{ fhall
&e fafe? Perhapsthe Apoftle had {omething
of this in his View, when he fays to Timo-
thy, -i— Take heed to thy felf. Satan will try
every Method to feduce you, well knowing
how the Wicked triumph, the Enemies of
Piety blafpheme, and Saints mourn, when
thofe, who by their Chara&ter and Office
fhould be Examples to the Flock are Ieft
to turn afide to Folly.

A t 1 Tim. iv. 16.

IT
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It is certain there is nothing more unjuft,
than to reproach Religion for the Mifcar-
riages of its Profeflors: But what Heart-
bleeding Work muft it caufe, in one who
has a proper Regard for the Honour of
Chrift, to think that he has been fo un-
happy, as, by his unguarded Conduét, to
give Occafion for the Ways of God tg be
evilly {poken of.

Aﬂn be not only careful, as God fhail
affift you, to keep your Garments tlean and
unfpotted, but often call yourfelf to an Ac-
count as to your Progrefs Heaven-wards;
whether you are growing in Grace and in
the Knowledge of Jefus Chrift; whether
‘Faith and Hope, Love and Joy, are not
only in you, but abound. And remember
the Church is concerned in this as well as

yourfelf ; for if the Savour and Relith of
| Dwmc Thmgs abate and decline in your own
Soul, it is very likely your public Mini-~
ftrations will be proportionably dry and bar-
ren. Let this then be often upon your
Mind; I have fomething to do with, and
to recéive from God myfelf, as well as ta
inftru@ his People whofe fpiritual Good I
am concerned for: I have animmortal Soul
mkvﬁ:lf, and and muft one Day give an Ac-

C ﬂuntt
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- ¢ount. Lord forbid, that while Iam preach-

ing to others, I myfelf fhould be a Caft-
away.
. 2. LeT the Bible be yuuxprmcipal Com-
panion: And next to that matchlefs Vo-
lume, coaverfe chiefly with thofe Authors
who are moft remarkable for S pirituality,
and holy Affetion, as well as for Accuracy
of Style, and Solidity of Judgment. One
great Reafonwhy Chnﬁ is fo much left out
of the Pulpit, by many of our modern Di-
vines, may very probably arife from the fad
Negle& of the Bible in the Clofet. God’s
Word is the infallibly Rule by which you
are to live and preach; content not yourfelf
therefore with daily reading a lictle Pors
tion of it, and a few flight Thoughts on
what you read, much lefs with a bare At~
tendance to a Verfe or two which you may
have fixed on as the Subjeét of a Sermon:
but fearch the Scriptures, and let them
be your delightful Study Day and Night
There you will meet with every thing
which is neceffary to inrich your Fancy, to
improve your Judgment, and furnifh you
with all the Beauties of Language; for it
may truly be faid, That, for the Marter,
Method, Metaphor, and St)le, there i u} noﬁ
uc




¢
1
s
Ei
Hr
i
i
|‘
g
i
bi
E
f
1
4
!
]

T o e o

a5

16 JfPASTDRﬂﬂE?‘H

fuch another Book in the World. It was

the Glory of our Fore-fathers, that they
were mighty in the Scriptures. I am forry
to fay, too many of their Succeflors are bet-
ter acquainted, and fome of them ready to
boaft of it, with Philofophy, Mathematics
and Hiftory, than with the Word of God.

No Part of ufeful Learning fhould be neg-

le€ted ; but the moft celebrated of profane
or even religious Authors, fhould veil before
Chrift, and bear no Competition with the
infpired Writers inyour Efteemand Regard.
Remember what Pax/ fays to T;math_y, that
the * Holy Scriptares are able to make yon w:ﬁ:
anto Salvation, through Faith which is in

Chrift Fefus. And upon a corfcientious At~

tendance to them, you will find, that as they
were given by Infpiration, they will, under
a Divine Blefling, b¢ profitable for Doéfrine,
for Reproof, for Correffion and Inftruition in
Righteoufnefs. And the better you are ac-

-quainted with them, you will be more like-

ly to approve yourlelf a perfeit Man of God,
throughly furnifoed to ali good Works. Be-
fides, if you would be acceptable to the
more ferious, whofe Good you are to aim at,

o muft fpeak in Words which the Holy

* 3 Tim. il 1§, 16, 17.

Ghoft
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Ghoft teacheth, And conftant Experience
confirms the Obfervation which fome emi-
nent Divines have made, that thofe Dif-
courfes haye generally been moft remark-
ably own’d, which have been chiefly made
up of Scripture Phrafes.

Ax~p might I venture to point out to you
any among the many valuable Writings of
our antient and modern Divines, for your
Entertainment, next to the Bible, I believe
you will find your Account inlooking fome-
times into the Works of Mr. Brooxs, Mr.
Fraver, and the Excellent Mr.Bunvan;
as well as the more fublime Produftions of
Dr.Owen, Goopwin, and BaTes. And
it may be a profitable Diverlion, fometimes
to turn to the Book of Martyrs, or CLERK’S
Martyrology. But I forbear, being fenfible-
you have not been without proper Hints as
to thefe things, from your judicious and
learned * Tutor, whofe Praife is in all the
Churches which are acquainted with his
Worth and Piety. '

3. Maxg it a Matter of Confcience, be-
fore you take your Bible into your Hands,
pr begin to prepare for yaur public Work,

* 'The Reverend Mr. Fosx 1 of Briffol,

D feri,nu_ﬂ;'
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ferioufly and fervently to intreat the Lord,
that he would dire€t you to a Subjeét Whlch
may be fuitable and ferviceable; that he
would point out to you that Method
which may be moft eafy and natural, and
give in that Matter which may be grave,
iound, and fpiritual; and that he would fur-
nifh you with Liberty of Mind, and Free-
dom of Speech, when you come to dehver
the Mefage from him to his People.
Tuere’s nota fingle Circumftance at-
tending any of your Members, or Hearers,
which the Lord is not fully acquainted with.
He is immenfe and omnifcient, fearching
the Hearts, and trying the Reins of the
Children of Men, and can at pleafure di-
relt you to Words which fhall be like Ap-
ples of Gold in Pictures of Silver; fo very
feafonable, that the Weak or Ignorant, the
Unftable or Backfliding, the Dﬂubting or
Tempted, fhall be ready to judge you have
been fome way informed of their Cafe, and
aimed at them in particular. And it is not
enough, that you are direéted to a Part of

God’s Word, which may be well adapted

to the Circumftances of your Audltory, you
~ will fometimes find a Difhiculty in ranging
your ldeas and dlwdmg your Matter, And

lf
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1f rour Méthod is never fo juft, there will;

- in fame In{’cances, be a Streightnefs upon

your Spirit, and you will be greatly at a
Lofs for Matter, but as helped of him in
whom all your Springs are. Many godly
Minifters have declared they have gained
that in Prayer, whichin vain, perhaps for
Hours or Days; they had been purfuing in
Thought and Meditation.

Anp if you are favoured with the great-
eft Liberty of Mind in your private Prepa-
rations, you will equally need the Prefence
of God in your public Miniftrations; not
only to bring your former Thoughts to re-
membrance, but efpecially to warm your
Heart with Divine Truths, that you may
fpeak feelingly, and with proper Zeal and
Earneftnefs, as one who is throughly con-
cerned, in the Hand of God, to be ufeful
to the Souls of Men. A Preacher who 1s
vifibly unaffefted with what he delivers to
others, is not likely to ingage the Actten-
tion, or be of any confiderable Service to
thofe who hear him. Pray then to him with
whom is the Preparation of the Heart, and
who made the Mouth, that whilft you are
mufing in private, the Holy Fire of fpiritual
Affeftions may burn; and-that when you
D2 are
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are preaching the Gofpel, youmay have ail
proper Utterance; * That your Tongue may be
as the Pen of a ready Writer. |
4. ENDEAVOUR, as a Workman who need
not be athamed, rightly todivide the Word
of Truth, giving to every one his Portion,
and every Truth its proper Place. When
you are {peaking to Sinners, deal plainly
and faithfully with them. Lay the Ax to the
Root of the Tree : Fear not to threaten the
finally Impenitent and Ungodly with ever~
lafting Mifery and Deftruétion. Thus, whe-
ther they will hear or forbear, will you be
clear from their Blood, and deliver your own
Soul. When you are fpeaking to Saints,
forget not there is Milk for Babes, as well
as Meat for ftrong Men; and you may find
your Account in it fometimes to trace the
Believer from his firft Experience of the
Grace of Godin Regeneration, to hisbeing
made throughly meet for his Inhericance in
Glory. And be fure to be mindful of your
own Difficulties and Temptations, with the
feveral Ways God makes for your Efcape;
thus will you be the better furnithed infiru-
mentally to bind up the Broken-hearted;
and revive the Spirit of the Contrite ones:

* Plalm xlv. 3.
Might
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Might I advife, let o Difcourfe be wholly
confined either to Saints or Sinners; but
when you are opening the Privileges of the
one, let fome inftruttive Hint be given to
the other, that neither may complain they
are forg or overlooked.

Axp asthe Gofpel is the moit confiftent
Syftem of Truth in itfelf, labour to fet
every Point of Doftrine in its proper Light :
Here Revelation is to dire® you. Take
Care when you are exalting the Riches of
Sovereign Grace in the Salvation of a Sin-
ner, that you drop nothing which may be
interpreted by the Injudicious or Licentious,
as if Holinefs were unneceflary, withount
which it is impoffible to have Communion
with God here, or fee his Face with Coms+
fort hercafter. . And when you are recom-
mending Purity of Heart and Life, as the
amiable Ornament of the Chriftian Cha-
rafler, be equally cautious it is not {ubfti-
tuted in the room of, or joined with the
Righteoufnefls of Chrift in our Juftification
in the Sight of ‘God. I need not tell you,
the one is our Title to the heavenly Blifs,
and the other preparatory to the Enjoy<
ment of it. If youare called to explain
and inforce any of the Duties of Chriftiani-

ts
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ty, befure mention the Spirit’s Aid, with2
out which we can do nothing ; and let this
not only clofe the Performance, but run
thro’ every Partof it. Some Divines, after
preffing the Audience in Language full of
the Creature’s Powerand Suﬂicncncy, have in
vain attempted to atone for it by a formal
Compliment to the Holy Spirit, who at laft
is brought in, to prevent the Cenfure of the
more Evangelical of their Hearers, rather
than give him that Glory which is his
Due, as the Aunthor of all Grace. Venture
rather the Charge of Tautology, than leave
out the Grace of God, or the Influences of
the Spirit, when you would perfuade your
Hearers to deny Ungodlinefs and worldly
Lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and
godly in this prefent World. And if there
thould be any Difficulty at firft in watching
your Style, it will foon leflen, and, by
Ufe, evangelical Phrafes will become na-
tural and familiar,

g. Forrow every Sermon and every Or<
dinance with fervent Cries to God for a
Bleffing : For tho’ you may have taken the
utmoft Pains in your private Preparations;
and experienc’d much of the Prefence of
God in the Pulpit; yet were you a Pau/ for

. Reafoning,
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Reafoning, or an Apo/les for Perfuafion, all
would be fuccefslefs, but as he is pleafed to
give the Increafe, Intreat then that he
would put your Hearers upon endeavouring
to recollet the Word which has been
preach’d ; and that, whilft thcy are medi-
tating, he would bring to their Remem-
brance efpecially thofe Truths which are
fuited to their Cafe; and that the Holy
Ghoft would convince, illuminate or com-
fort them, as they are either dead in Tref-

aﬂi:s, or of a broken Heart, and a contrite
gpmt It is not enough that you fow the
Seed, and do it faithfully ; but you are to
wreﬁle with the great Mafter of Aflemblies,
that he would water it, that it may bring
forth Fruit to his Glory, and the Good of
Souls. Your Members, if they are fuita-
bly concerned for their own Salvation,
will be praying for you: Join your Re-
quefts with theirs ; and remember every In-
ftance of Succefs in the Converfion of Sin-
ners, or the Edification of Saints, will be
hereby inhanc’d to you, asa gracious Re~
turn from him, whofe Glory it is to hear
and anfwer Prayer. And if at any time
you fail of Succefs, it will yield you a great
!:lcal uf Satxsfa&mn, when you can truly

fay,
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fay, nothing has been wanting on your Part,
according to that Meafure of Light and
Grace bei’tow;d upon you.

It has yfually been obferved, where
God defigns a Minifter fhall be remarkably
fuccefsful he is pruportmnably ftirred up
to befiege the Throne of Grace with un-
wearied Importunity, that the Arm of the
Lord may be reveald ; that he may not
Yabour in vain, or fpend his Strength for
nought. ©O! how will fuch a one plead
with the Lord to gathtr in his Ele&, and
particularly that it may be faid of that
Part of Zionto which he ftands related, that
This and that Man is born in the Midft of
her. And from a Convi€tion that the Gof-
pel, tho’ admirably adapted to faving Pur-
pofes, will leave the Sinner where it finds
him, or prove a Savour of Death unto
Death, but as attended with the fecret

Energy of the Holy Spirit ; fuch a one,
when he leaves the Pulpit, will enter the

Clofet, and commend what he has preach’d
to the Bleffing of the great Shepherd and
Bithop of Souls.

6. I~ vifiting and converfing with your
Members you will find a great Meafure of
Prudence neceflary. Asmuch of your Time

- '- as
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as can be {par’d from Reading and Study,
fhould be given to the Charch ; and it will
be your Mercy to know how to addrefs the
Members of it, according to the Variety
of their Difpofitions and Circumftances. [
need not tell you, that without infulting
the_' Rich, you may fometimes make the
Vanity n_f the Creature, the Folly of Pride,
and the Idolatry of Covetoufnefs, the Sub-
je&ts of your Converfation. And it will
much engage the Affeftions of the Poor,
when they obferve Courtefy, Compaffion,
and Kindnefs, run thro’ your Behaviour.
And I muft fay, the more you converfe
with fuch, efpecially »when eminent for
Piety and ferious Godlinefs, the better.
Many 4n inftruftive Leflon is to be learn’d
from the Poor of this World, when Rich in
Faith : And this will take oft the Objeftion
too often made to the Minifters of the Gofs
pel, as feeking their own, rdther than the
Things of Chrift. And, as often as Provis
dence gives youan Opportunity, be fure to
drop a Word for your Lord ; and fear not
to ask of all; from Fathers to Babes in
Chrift, how the beft Things go ferward,
what Progrefs they are making, and how
far the Word and Ordinances of the Gofpel

E are
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are ufeful and comfortable. This may
prove a Means, in the Hand of the Spirit,
to quicken the Drowfy, and awaken the
Carelefs, as well as to firengthen weak
Hands, and encourage the Feeble-minded.
Many a godly Minifter has been direfted
to do thatin a Vifit, which perhaps has
been long attempted to little or no Purpofe
in a Courfe of Preaching,.

TrERE are two Extremes which you
fhould carefully avoid; a fullen Morofenefs
or falfe Gravity, ever offenfive but to the
Ignorant or Bigots 5 and a gay frothy Le-
vity, which will fink you in the Efteem of
the more Pious and djudicious : The latter
is efpecially to be guarded againft by a
Minifter who is naturally inclin’d to Free-
dom and Chearfulnefs. And if atany time
you meet with an Invettive or Reprefenta-

- tion of the Charafter or Conduét of a Bro-

ther, in his Abfence, to his Difadvantage, if
you can’t {upprefs the Converfation, which
you fhould endeavour, reprove by Silence,
and upon noAccount be prevailed withto join
the Cenfure, left before you are aware, you
are made a Party to a private Quarrel, and
in the End run the Hazard of lofing one,

if not both your Friends. And it may be
of




Gop’>s own HEART. 2y

of great Service in the Evening of every
Day to look over the Particulars you have
difcours’'d on,where what hasbeenimprudent
will foon appear, and be a ufeful Caution
for the Time to come. Ina Word, my
dear Brother, you fhould be always preach-
mg in the Families of the Saints, as well
as in the Affembly; remembring you are
Part of the Salt of the Earth, whofe Lan-
guage thould anfwer your Charafter. And
as Saints will expe& more from youthan a
common Profeflor, fo Sinners will generally
bear that from you, which would be un-
grateful from another Hand.

7. RuL e in the Church with all Gen-
tlenefs and Moderation; and when you ufe
the Authority Chrift has given you, labour
to do it in fuch a manner as may convince
every one, that Neceflity, Conicience, and
the Good of the Church, oblige you to it,
Endeavour to preferve inviolable a proper
Order and Decorum in every Debate at
Church-Meetings. Suffer no one, no not the
richeft, or your greateft Favourite, or moft
intimate Friend, to break in upon a Brother
whilft {peaking,

LeT no Charge of a private Nature be
introduced to the Church till the Gofpel

E 2 Rule
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Rule has been firft attended to : And where
it may be, endeavour to accommodate lefler
Matters privately, without bringing them
to the Church. If the Honour of Religion
thould call for publick Cenfure, let the Ac-
cufed have proper Notice, with a Copy of
his Charge, and an Account of the Evi-
dence by which it is fupported, with full
Liberty to offer every Thing he can for his
own Vindication; and then, after folemn
Prayer, letthe Church judge: And if you
are call’d to pronounce the awful Sentence,
let it be with the utmoft Gravity and Con-
cern, attended with an Exhortation to the
Party cut oft, which may fausfy him that
vou heartily with well to his foul, tho’ con-
{trained to feparate him from the Fellow-
thip of the Faithful.

A~ it has been a Rule with me, and [
have found my Account in it, in Matters of
confiderable Moment, to confult with the
more judicious of the Brethren in private.
This will very much endear you to them,
and make things run {moother and eafier in
your Church-Meetings.

AnND though you are by no meansto lurd
it over God’s Heritage, there may be fome
Degrees of Familiarity indecent and dange-
TOUS,
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rous. Remember you perfonate the glorious
- Head of the Church, and are Prefident by
the Voice of the People. Endeavour to aét

- in Charalter, and let the mean between
Haughtinefs and Cowardice be carefully at-
- tended to. Tyranny is hateful in every
one, but efpecially in an Embaflador of
Peace. If you fuffer the Reins of Govern-
ment to be feized by every one who may
have Ignorance or Impertinence enough to
think he is able to manage them, all will
{oon run into Anarchy and Confufion. And
in this be particularly cautious in fetting
out ; for fome are weak enough to plead a
‘Precedent, and are not eafily perfuaded to
give it up, how irrational %exrcr in itfelf,
or hurtful and dangerous to the Commu-
nity.

Inpuree the Church in any of thofe
Cuftoms or Forms of conduéting things,
which are lawful, and for which they may
plead Prefcription, though they fhould not
appear fo neceflary to you; till by good U-~
fage, and gentle Reafoning, they may be
perfuaded to lay them afide. And carefully
avoid bringing in any thing new, till they
are thoroughly convinced it is Matter of
Prudence, Intereft or Duty. For want of

at~
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attending to this, many a religious Society
has been thrown into Confufion ; the People
not eaﬁly admlttmg, that every new Paftor
fhould bring in new Laws.

In the Admiffion of Members, examine

them with the Faithfulnefs of a Minifter,

and AffeCtion of a Friend ; and endeavour,
by leading Ch.teﬁmns, to draw out, not dic-
tate, tothem their Experience. Never for-
‘get to charge them in the Prefence of God
to offer nothing but what is real and genuine-
Let every Member have Liberty to ask any
proper Queftion ; but always thro’ you, the
Mouth of the Church. And if any are dif-
fatisfied, let them converfe with the Perfon
propofing ; uponwhich, if theyare eafy, your
way is clear : but if otherwife, and they de-
clare it to be Matter of Confcience, I need
not tell you, one is by no means to be re-
ceived to the driving away of others.
Tax e an Opportunity fometimes at
Church-Meetings of treating on the Come-
linefs and Beauty of brotherly Love; and,
by your own Affability, endeavour to lead
them into the Knowledge and Praétice of it.
If any attempt to make Divifions, mark
them, and follow them clofe with proper.
Rebukes or Exhortations; and if they ap-

pear
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peat irreclaimable and unruly, let the Go-
fpel-Rule take place, left the Evil grow,
and endanger the Peace and Welfare of the
Community. :

8. BE ready to do every good Office
for your Members; but intermeddle not
with their Family-Affairs, any farther than
you are plainly called by Providence to it.

A MinisTER is not indeed tofpend all his
time in getting Places for fome, and Bufi-
nefs for others of his Members, as fome of
them may be ready to defire and expedt ;
and who, when he fails after the utmoft Dili-
gence and Care, are very ready to cenfure
him : But if it fairly lies in his way, and he
can do it confiftently with his Charaéter, and
a due Attendance to Reading and Medita-
tion, fhould difcover an Inclination to
do Good unto all Men, and efpecially to
the Houthold of Faith, of whom he isto
prefer thofe to whom more immediately he
is related in the Bonds of the Gofpel.

CommonN Prudence will diétate how dan-
gerous it is for any, but efpecially Perfons
in a public Charater, to meddle between
near Relations, Mafters, and Servants, one
Friend and another, when at variance. We
are indeed to attempt to make Peace, but it

thould
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fhould be rather by fome foftening Exprefs
fions to both, than as making ourfelves
Judges of the Debate, which will be always
trnublefume, and commonly dangerous.
A ifitfo happen, that fome Body muft
interpofe, rather leave it to the Deacons,
or elder Brethren, than meddle too much
yourfelf. This will preferve your Mind
from that Ruffle and Difcompofure which
attend Strife and Contention, and {ecure
you from the Blame of either Party ; which
you muft expe& from one, let your Deter-
mination be never fo juft and righteous.
- Finally, My Brother, often confult Pauls
Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, and, accord~
ing to his Advice, Hold faf? the Form of found
Words preachthe WordinSeafon andout of Sea+
fon. Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long-
Suffering. Speak thethings which become found
Dottrine. In all thingsbetw yourfelf a Pattern
of geod Works; in Doflrine, Uncorruptnefs,
Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech, which can-
not be condemned ; that be who is of the con-
trary Part may be afoamed, baving no Evil .
to fay of you.
For your Encouragement remember you
are ingaged in a moft honourable Work.

You ferve a goodMatter ; one who can help
}"Du
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you through evesyg Difficulty by the \#ﬂ?ﬁl
and gldrioufly reward youin the end. You

have his Promife, Ls I ’?ﬁb you always,

ever to the End of the World; and if he i

with you, and for you, whatever Oppofis

tion may attend the faithful Difcharge of
your Duty, you fhall be carried comfort-

ably through it, to his Glery, and the Sa-

tisfattion of your own Spirit. And what

a Pleafure mutt it be to you, if Ged fhould

own you for the Converfion of Sinners? if
many fuch fhould have Reafon to blefs him
for youto Eternity, whilft theiBaints are fed

and noutithed up unto eternal Life? That

Promife in Danie/ is a proper Motive to

the utmoft Diligence, and may ferve to bear

up your Spirits under amy Difcouragements:

* They who turn many to Righteoufnefs, foall
foint as the Stars for ever amd ever. And

that of Peter -+ is of equal Force, #hen the

chief Shepberd fhall appeal; ye fhall receive a

Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away.

I HAVE only to add, May the Head of
the Church pour out all thofe Gifts and
Graces on you, which may render you a
burning and fhining Light on Earth; and,
after you have fulfilled your Miniftry here,

* D ik 5.t Perv.yni4n
- F Mgy
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fhould be rather by fome foftening Expref=
fions to both, than as making ourfelves
Judges of the Debate, which will be always
trnublcfume, and cnmmonly dangerous.
Anp ifitfo happen, that fome Body muft
interpofe, rather leave it to the Deacons,
or elder Brethren, than meddle too much
yourfelf. This will preferve your Mind
from that Ruffle and Difcompofure which
attend Strife and Contention, and fecure
you from the Blame of either Party ; which
you muit expet from one, let your Deter~
mination be never fo juft and righteous.
Finally, My Brother, often confult PauPs
Epiftles to Timothy and Titus, and, accord-
_ing to his Advice, Hold faft the Form of [ound
#Words preachthe WordinSeafon andout of Sea«
fon.  Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long+
Suffering, Speak thethings which become found
- Doftrine. In all thingsfoew yourfelf a Pattern
of good Works 5 in Doltrine, Uncorruptnefs,
Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech, which can-
not be condemned 5 that he who is of the con-

trary Part may be afbamed, baving no Evil '

to fay of you.

For your Encnuragemcnt remember you
are ingaged in a moft honourable Work.
You ferve a goodMafter ; one who can help

you
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you through every Difficulty by the way,
and glorioufly reward youin theé end. You
have His Promife, Lo I amwith you akvays,
evert to the End of the World; and if he is
with you, and for you, whatever Oppofis
tion may attend the faithful Difcharge of
your Duty, you fhall be carried comfort-
~ably through it, to his Glory, and the Sa-
tisfattion of your own Spirit. And what
a Pleafure mutt it be to you, if Ged fhould
own you for the Converfion of Sinners? if
many fuch fhould have Reafon to blefs him
for-jrmi to Eternity, whilft the Saints are fed
and noutithed up unto eternal Life? That
Promife in Dansel is a proper Motive to
the utmott Diligence, and may ferve to bear
~up your Spirits under any Difcouragements:
* They who turn many to Righteoufnefs, foall
fhine as the Stars for éever and ever. And
thac of Peter -t is of equal Force, #hen the
chief Shepherd fhall appea, ye fhall receive a
Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away.

I navEe only to add, May the Head of
the Church pour out all thofe Gifts and
Graces on you, which may render you a
burning and thining Light on Earth; and,
after you have fulfilled your Miniftry here,

t+ 1 Peterv. 2, 3y 44

F tﬁay’
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may you enter into your Mafter’s Joy : and
in the great Day, meet a Crowd' of Con-
verts as your Crown of Rejoicing ; faying
with Tranfports of Joy,to the Father of Spi-
rits, Here am.I, and the Children thou haﬁ
gwen me. - R

Here I had clofed, had not the folemn
Inveftiture of two additional * Officers in
this Church, called upon me to fay a few
things as to the Office of a Deacon.

Y ou all know what gave Occafion to it
in the Apoftolic Age+; according to which
it appears, none fhould be chofen to this
Office, but thofe who are Members of the
Church. Nor is every fuch one duly qua-
lified for it: for though extraordinary Gifts
have long fince in a great meafure ceafed,
nor are we to expeét a Stephen or Philip in
our Day; yet the Holy Ghoit has been very
exprefs in the Defcription of the Perfons
who are proper for the Church to call to
this Office. Thus they fhould be Perfins
who § have a good Report, or Men of Charagg
ter and Efteem inthe Church and the Workﬁil
And the Apoftle adds, they fhould be

* Mr. Titomas KeNwaRD, and Mr, SamueL STINTON,

+ Adtsvi 1,2, 3. § 1 Tim, i 3, 9, 10,

grave,
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grave, that is, ferious folid Perfons, . not
airy light Profeflors; noz double-tongued,
1 kmg the Truth at all Times, and to all
Perfons, plain, fincere and ulright in their
Converfation; not given to much Wine,
- that is, temperate fober Men, not ufing
 God’s good Creatures to Excefs ; #or greedy
of filthy Lucre, left they be tempted to a-
lienate any Part of the Church’s Stack, and
convert it ta their own Ufe, or the Service
~ of their Friends: On the contrary, they
fhould be opep, generous, charitable Chri-
ftians, and flir up others, by their Exam-
ple as well as Entreaties, to be concern'd
for the Suppert of the Interelt of Chrift,
and the Relief of the Poor. =
- THaEv are likewife to colte@k the Money
advanc’d by the Church for the Poor ; to
hear and examine the Circumftances of the
Objefts who dcfire Relief. Here they are
to judge impartially, and the moft necefli-
tous and compaflionate Cafes are to be firft
and principally regarded. When they dif-
ftribute the Church’s Bounty, it fhould be
 with Chearfulnefs and Affability, which
will double the Kindnefs to the Poer.
 Morcovegy they are to vilit and pray with
the Meligers when affli¢ted in Body, Mind,
e oy
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or Eftate; and not leave the whole of that
Work to the Minifter, who will have time
little enough to attend extraordinary Cafes,
and fulfil his ftated Miniftry.

Anxp if at any time there is 2 Matter of
Difference between the Members, they are
to endeavour by all. proper Arguments to
bring them toa forgiving Temper; and to
convince the Offender how reafonable it is to
acknuwledge his Fault, when it appears hc .
is truly blame-worthy. '

A NoTHER Branch of thgr Office, isto
fee that the Elements and every thing ne-
ceflary for the reputable and honourable
Celebration of the Lord’s-Supper, be pro-
vided and in Readinefs againft the Time the
Church has occafion to make ufe of them ;
and, when the Paftor has folemnly fet them
apart, the Deacons are, with all becoming
Gravity, to diftribute them to the Mem-
bers, taking them as they fet, without mak-
ing any Diftin&tion whether they are rich
er poar.

Axp, whilft they are concern’d about'
the Lord’s Table, and providing for the
Poor, they are by no means to negle& that
of their Mmlﬂ:cr, whofe Subﬁ:npnuns they
are to take the Charge of, fcemg that they

bear
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bear fome Proportion to the Circumftances
of the Perfons giving, and the Occafions of
the Paftor receiving, And if thefe at any
time fhould be remarkably prf:ﬁing, they
are to ufe their Intereft with the Chareh to
exert themfelves accordingly :- Nor fhould
they fuffer their Minifter, if they can pre-
vent it, to have occafion to make the difa-
greeable Complaint, that he is hinderd in
his Work from the Streightnefs uf hlS Cir-
cumftances.

- REMEMBER, my Brethren, you are
in a more particular manner to be the
Friends of your Paftor. Be fure to treat
him with Ref e@ and Affefion. This
- will greatly mﬂut:m:e the reft of the Mem-
- bers to carry it well to him. And who-
ever difagree, labour to preferve Union
and Peace between him and you. While
you have a good Underftanding, the Af-
fairs of the Church will generally go well ;
but if you fhould be fo unhappy as to dif-
fer (which God forbid) it will make way
for the Enemy to deftroy the Comfort, if
not the Being of the Society.

I EARNESTLY pray, that you may be
furnithed with that Experi¢nce,'Skill, In-
duftry and Compaffion, which your Omﬁc

calls
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galls. for; and. that: your Labour OFBM-
wmay meet with Aceeptance from the Chirchy
whilft . you: purchafe to.yourfelves 2 good
Report, and great {s in the Faiths
And, that you, with thercsﬂ of your Bre-
thren the Ofﬁccrs and Members of this
Church, may meet your Paftor at the Righe

Hand of Chrift, and give up yobs Amonnt;
‘with Joy ; when he will gracioufly acknow-

chge every kind Office done to his Im.treﬂ
or People: Saying, Inafmuch as ye have dons
it to any of the leaft of thefe my Brethren, ye
%aﬂe done it unto me*,

- M:_t. XXV, 4_0;.:

FINILIS
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