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PREFACE 

W HEN in 1896 I began work upon the Epistle to the 

Galatians with definite reference to the preparation 

of this Commentary, it was with a dear conviction 
that if I was to make any appreciable contribution to the 

understanding of the epistle, it would be by confining myself 
to a few of the several lines of study which an interpreter might 

properly and profitably undertake. I decided not to attempt 

an exhaustive study of the history of the interpretation of the 

epistle, or of the rabbinic writings and method of exegesis. 

Convinced that, despite all that had been done in the study of 

the vocabulary of the New Testament, much remained still to 
be done, and strongly inclined to expect that such study would 

aid materially in the recovery of the primary elements of the 

thought of the apostle Paul, persuaded also that such lexico­
graphical work would prepare the way for a clearer perception 

of the course of thought of the epistle, I determined, while not 

wholly neglecting other lines of study, to give my chief atten­

tion, first, to a fresh historical study of the vocabulary of the 

letter, and then to an endeavour to trace its course of thought 

with exactness and to state it with clearness. 

When the study of the religions of the Roman empire, com­

monly known as the mystery religions, came into prominence, I 
gave some study to them, with the result that I became con­

vinced that the contribution which a thorough investigation of 

them would make to the interpretation of this epistle, would 

not justify the postponement of the publication of this work 

for the period of years which such investigation would require. 

Meantime, a growing sense of the close relationship between 

the experiences of the early Christian church, as these are dis­

closed in the letter, and those through which Christianity of 

our own day is passing, had greatly increased my sense of the 

practical value of the letter to the church of to-day, and be­

gotten a strong desire to make this clear to my readers. 
vii 



viii PREFACE 

Whether I have been justified in thus emphasising these 

three things, meanings of words, course of thought, relation of 

the problems discussed by the apostle to those of our own day, 

others must judge. The choice at any rate was deliberately 

made and has been persistently followed. 

Of the lexicographical studies which were made in pursuance 

of this plan, one, which consumed many months and was ex­

tended over years, proved in character and bulk unsuited to be 

included in this volume, and was published separately under 

the title, Spirit, Soul and Flesh: The Usage of ITvevµa, '\Jlvx~ and 

!.dp~ in Greek Writings and Translated Works from the Earliest 

Period to 18o A. D.; and of their Equivalents .•• in the Hebrew 

Old Testament. Chicago, 1918. The other studies of this 

character the publishers have graciously consented to include in 

this volume, the longer ones in an appendix at the end of the 

volume, the shorter ones scattered through it. 

In the quarter of a century in which I have made this Com­

mentary the chief centre of my work as a student of the New 

Testament, I h~ve called to my assistance in the collection of 
material and to a certain extent in the study of it, a goodly 

number of those who have been studying in my classes, chiefly 

Fellows of the University of Chicago. . To all such I wish to 

express my appreciation of their services. But I desire espe­

cially to mention Professor Arthur Wakefield Slaten, Ph.D., of 

the Young Men's Christian Association College in Chicago, 

who for a period of nearly five years worked with me in almost 

daily fellowship, and to whom I am deeply indebted for his 

patient and skilful assistance, and Professor Benjamin Willard 

Robinson, Ph.D., of the Chicago Theological Seminary, who 

has generously read the proofs of the book, and made me many 

valuable suggestions. The list of others, authors whose books 

I have used, and colleagues whom I have consulted, is far too 
long to be printed h_ere. 

ERNEST D. BURTON. 

July 1, 1920. 
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INTRODUCTION 

I .. GALATIA AND THE GALATIANS 

Greek authors use the terms KE>.Tot, Ke>.Ta.,, and ra.>.,fra.,, 
Latin authors the similar terms Celtre, Galatre, and Galli, with­

out clear discrimination.* In Polybius and Pausanias KE>.Tol 
and ra.>.dTa.£ are used synonymously, as in Greek writers gen­

erally Ke>.Ta.i and ra.>.drn, are.t Thus Polybius though com­

monly using the name KEA.Tot (see 3. 40, 41, 60, 67-74; cf. 3. 59) 

of the people whom he describes in 3. 37 as occupying the coun­

try from Narbo to the Pyrenees, yet occasionally calls them 

ra.>.dTa.i (3. 40; cf. 3. 3), and their country ra.A.a.T(a. (3. 59). 

In 3. 62, 65, he uses the adjective ra.>.a.nK~. Similarly Pau­

sanias 101911• uses KEXTot and ra.XdTa., interchangeably of the 

Gauls who invaded Greece. Diodorus Siculus, 5. 321, however, 

distinguishes between the ra.Xdrn, of the north and the 

KeXTa.£ of the south.t 

On the question whether the names KE >.Tot, KeXra., and 

ra.>.dTa.£ were etymologically variant forms of the same name 

or of diverse origin, scholars have been divided, Niese, for 

example, identifying them,§ Contzen,11 Tarn,,! and apparently 

most other modern philologists regarding them as of diverse 

origin. D' Arbois de J ubainville** apparently regards the words 

• K1Moi: Hdt. 211 ; Xen. Bell. 7, 1•; Pausan. 1•; Polyb. 3. 60, etc. KrMa..: Strabo, 4. 11• 

rAAa.Tc«: Pausan. 11, •; Poly"t,. 2. 15. Celtae: Ca,sar B. G. 11• Galatae: Cic. ad All., VI 51; Tacit. 

Ann. ~5•. Galli: Ca!sar B. G. 11• Various compounds occur both ill Greek and Latin. Thus 

K1AT0Aiyv .. : Strabo, 4, 61• K•AToo-,cv6a.t:•Strabo, 1. •"; •EM~voyaAa.T&,: Diod. Sic. 5. 32'. 
rCLAAoypauo:oi, rAMoypaucia: Strabo, 2. 511 ; 12. s• (cited by Woodhouse, E.ncyc. Bi6.). Ga]. 

lolfRCia: Livy 3811 ; Gallogneci: Livy 3817• 

t Tam, Anliionos Gonalas, p. 141, f. n. 11. 

i Niese, art. "Galli" ill Pauly-Wissowa, discounts tbls passage ill Diodorus at late evi­

dence. Tam, 01. cil. ibid., takes issue with Niese on this point, holding that Diodorus Is 
here quoting Posidonius. Even so, however, the evidence would be later than Polybius. 

IArt. "Galli" ill Pauly-Wissowa, inil. 

II Die Wand.,,.ng der Kelton, Leipzig, 1861, p. 3. ,r o,. cit., p. 141. 

** "Les Celtes, Jes Galates, les Gaulois," in RellUe Archlologique, ux • (1875), p. 4.ff. 

xvii 



xviii INTRODUCTION 

as etymologically distinct, but the people as ethnographically 
identical. 

Related to this linguistic question, but not identical with it, 

is that of the nature of the tie uniting the various tribes which 
were grouped together under the terms KeXraL or raXdrat, or 

both. Was the basis of this grouping racial, the tribes being 

of ultimately common origin; or linguistic, tribes of perhaps 

different origin having come to speak related languages; or cul­
tural, different races sharing in a common civilisation; or eco­
nomic and military, the several tribes participating in a com­

mon migratory movement?* Related to this in turn is the 
question, whence and when these Celtic or Gallic peoples came 

into western Europe. All these questions pertain to a period 

long previous to that with which we are concerned, and lie 
outside the scope of an introduction to Paul's Epistle to the 

Galatians. 

Of more immediate interest, however, are the eastward move­

ments of the Gauls, which led to the ultimate settlement of a 
portion of the race in Asia Minor and the establishment of an 

eastern Gaul in which, or in an extension of which bearing its 

name, Paul was in process of time to preach the gospel and 

found churches. The stages of the process seem to have been 

as follows: 

I. Under a chieftain whose name or title was Brennus the 

Gauls invaded Italy in B. c. 390 and captured Rome, although 

the capitol itself resisted the siege successfully (Polyb. 2. r8). 

The attack upon Rome seems to have been a punitive expedi­

tion, and when it was completed and indemnity extorted from 

the Romans the invaders retired (Livy 534 ff,; Polyb. 2. 19-21). 

Polybius calls these Gauls I'aXdraL and KEXrot (cf. 2. 22/.), 

their country I'aXar(a. 

2. A second Brennus, about 28r B. c.,' led another east­
ward movement which had as its object the finding of a new 
home for the overcrowded Gauls. Routed by the .£tolians 
at Delphi, the Gauls withdrew from Greece and, joining an-

• Ripley, Rates of Europe, pp. 124-128; 470-475; 490-,492; McCulloch, art. "Celts" in 
Hastings, Diel. Rei. and Elh. 
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other detachment of the same general stream of eastward mov­
ing Celts, invaded Asia Minor (Livy 3816

). 

Tam, op. cit. pp. 439 ff. holds that the common treatment of the 
Gallic attack upon Delphi as constituting the invasion of Greece is 
incorrect. He regards the latter as part of a general home-seeking 

movement of the Gauls, of which the former was an incident. He 

bases his opinion upon the Koan decree of B. c. 278, which distinguishes 
between t:wo divisions of the Gauls who invaded Greece, one of which 

attacked Delphi. Tam admits, however, that the events were very 

early confused. The source for our knowledge of the details of these 
events is Pausanias, Bk. 10 passim, esp. 1021 11 .• 

3. At first overrunning the whole peninsula, they were later, 

about 239 B. c., defeated by Attalus I, king of Pergamum. 
As a result of this defeat they were confined to a territory 

somewhat north and east of the centre, bounded on the north 

by Bithynia and Paphlagonia, on the east by Pontus, on the 

south by Cappadocia and Lycaonia, and on the west by Phrygia, 

and traversed by the rivers Halys and Sangarius. In 189 B. c. 
this eastern Gaul, called by the Greeks Galatia, or Gallogrrecia, 

shared the fate of the rest of Asia Minor and came under the 

power of the Romans, its status being that of a dependent 

kingdom (Strabo, 12.51
). 

4. In the latter half of the first century B. c. Galatia was 

materially increased in extent. On the death of Deiotarus, 

king of Galatia, about B. c. 40, Antony conferred the kingdom 
of Galatia with the eastern part of Paphlagonia, on Kastor, 

son-in-law of Deiotarus, and to Amyntas, secretary of the late 

Deiotarus, gave a new kingdom, comprising portions of Pisidia 

and Phrygia. A few years later, B. c. 36, Kastor died, and his 
Paphlagonian dominion was given to his brother, but his Gala­

tian realm to Amyntas, who also retained his Phrygio-Pisidian 

dominion. In the same year he also received a part of Pam­

phylia. To unite these two separated territories, Galatia and 

Phrygio-Pisidia, Amyntas was given, also, Lycaonia, or a con­

siderable portion of it. After the battle of Actium Augustus 

gave to Amyntas the country of Cilicia Tracheia.* 

• Ramsay, Com. on Galatians, pp. IOI, IO() ff.; Perrot, De Galatia P,ovinci<J RomtJM, cap. 

ll, esp. pp. 42 /. 
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5. When in B. c. 25 Amyntas was killed in the war with 
the Homonades, his kingdom was converted into a Roman 
province, but the part of Pamphylia which had belonged to 
him was restored to that province, and Cilicia Tracheia was 
given to Archelaus. In B. c. 5 a large part of Paphlagonia was 
added to Galatia, and at some time before, or in, the reign of 
Claudius (41-54 A. n.), the territory of the Homonades.* 

This situation gave rise to a double use of the term ra>..arta 
as applied to a territory in Asia Minor, the newer, official sense, 
not at once or wholly displacing the older, ethnographic sense. 
The former is found in the following passages from Pliny, Taci­
tus, and Ptolemy: 

Pliny, Hist. Nat. 5. I46, I47 (42): Simul dicendum videtur et de 
Galatia, qure superposita. a.grosma.ioriex pa.rte Phrygire tenet caputque 
quondam eius Gordium. Qui partem earn insidere Gallorum Tolisto­
bogi et Voturi et Ambitouti vocantur, qui Mreonire et Paphlagonire 
regionem Trogmi. Prreten9itur Cappadocia. a. septentrione et solis 
ortu, cujus uberrimam partem occupavere Tectosages ac Touto­
bodiaci. Et gentes quidem hre. Populi vero ac tetra.rehire omnes 
numero CXCV. Oppida. Tectosagum Ancyra, Trogmorum Tavium, 
Tolistobogiorum Pisinuus. Prreter hos celebres Actalenses, Alassenses, 
Comenses, Didienses, Hierorenses, Lystreni, Neapolitani, <Eandenses, 
Seleucenses, Seba.steni, Timoniacenses, Thebaseni. Attingit Galatia et 
Pamphylire Cabaliam et Milya.s qui circa Ba.rim sunt et Cyllanicum et 
Oroandicum Pisidire tractum, item Lycaonire partem Obizenen. 

Tacitus, Hist. 2•: Galatiam ac Pamphyliam provincias Calpurnio 
Asprenati regenda.s Galba permiserat. 

Tacitus, Ann. I3u: Igitur dimissis quibus senectus aut valetudo 
adversa erat, supplementum petivit. Et habiti per Galatiam Cappa• 
dociamque dilectus. 

Ptolemy 5•: 'H rcz),.cz-r!cz ireptop!l;e-rczt IX'll:O plv a6aewc; B18uv{qt xocl 

(J.epet -rijc; 'Aa!occ; l!.OC'rd: 'rTJY ix-re8et(J.(J,eVTjY 'l'POCIJ.(J.TJY (X'll:0 -rijc; (J.!at)~p{occ; 

Iloc(J.q)uA{qt (X'll:0 'rOU e!pT)(J.EVOU '11:poc; tjj 'Aa{qt dpoc,;oc; 11.i,; -rou ,toc,;d: '11:0C()OCA­

AT)AOV lxov-roc; ~a a· ),.(,'yl~ IX'ltO ai IXVOC'rOCAWY KOC'll:'ltocllol!.!oc,; IJ.Spal -rtj> (X'Jl:O 

-rou dpT)(J.ivou 'll:lfpoc-roc; IJ.iXPt -rou Il6v-rou. 

It appears also in Boeckh, C. I. G. 3991: 

'E11:C-rpO'll:OV Tt~p!ou KAaull!ou Koc!aocpo,; I:e~,za-rou rap(J.IZVtXOG l!.1%1 Nipw­
vo,; K)..,zull!ou Kalaapo,; I:e~-rou rap(J.IZVtxoG l',z)..oc-rtxfJ,; a11:a('Xe!ac; -rov iau­

-rou ,~epyi'rT)v xal x-rl~v. 

• E.tteyt;, Bil>. vol. II, col. 1501. 
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On the other hand, Memnon, a resident of Asia Minor, writ­

ing in the second century, refers to the land inhabited by the 

Celtic tribes as "the now. so-called Galatia." 

o~'t'ot a~ 'lCo).).iJv i1te).66V't'e<; :x;wpcxv cx~&t<; cive:x;t:>?11acxv, xcx1 't'ij,; cxlpa&e!a'I)<; 

CXU't'Ot<; ci'ltE't'el,l,VOV't'O 't'TJV vuv rcx).cx't'!cxv XCXAOUµ.iV'l)V, El,; 't'p!t<; µ.otpcx<; 't'CXU't'TjV 

atcxve!µcxvn,;. Fragg. Hist. Grae. Ed. Didot. III 536. 

Other inscriptions (C. I. G. 4016, 4017, 4031, 4039, p. 102), bear no 
decisive testimony, being capable of interpretation in either sense. 
See Perrot, op. cit., p. 102. Cf. Sief. Kom. p. 11; contra Zahn, Introd. 
pp. 184.ff., and Ram. in Stud. Bib. et Eccl. IV 26-38. 

II. WHERE WERE THE GALATIAN CHURCHES? 

A. The Alternative Opinions. 

The facts narrated in the preceding paragraphs respecting 
the gradual extension of the term ra.Xa.r[a. over larger areas, 

show that in the period when Paul was writing his letters the 
term was used in more than one sense of an eastern territory, 

denoting, on the one hand, the district of which the people of 

Gallic blood who came from the West had gained control before 

the incoming of the Roman power, and, on the other hand, the 

whole of the territory which constituted the Roman province 

of Galatia, including both the district just named and the 

adjacent portions of· Lycaonia, Pisidia, and Phrygia. These 

two usages being both in existence in Paul's day, he may have 

used it in either sense. In itself the answer to the question in 

which sense he employed the word would not of necessity 

determine the location of the churches of Galatia to which our 

epistle was addressed, since churches in either part of Galatia, 

or a group partly in one and partly in the other, would be in 

the province. But it happens that the statements of the Book 

of Acts concerning the apostle's missionary journeys in Asia 

Minor and the relation of these statements to the evidence of 

the epistle are such that, if we assume the historicity of the 

former, the determination of Paul's use of the word Galatia 

will determine also the location of the churches. 
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In Acts, chaps. 13, 14, it is related that Paul visited Pam­
phylia, Pisidia, and Lycaonia, and founded churches in Derbe, 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch (1313• 14 141• 6• 21-24), This journey 

and these churches were evidently in the province of Galatia, 

but in its southern portion, not in the part of the province 

which was known as Galatia before the days of Amyntas. 
'There is no intimation that at this time Paul entered the north­

ern portion of the province, and such an extension of his jour­

ney northward is practically excluded by Acts 1423 •26• If at 
any time he founded churches in this latter region, it was 

doubtless neither at this time, nor on what is commonly called 

his third missionary journey (Acts 1823
), but on the second, in 

the period referred to in Acts 166• Whether it is probable that 
churches were founded at this time will be considered later. 

What is important to point out here is that if there were Chris­

tian churches founded by Paul in the northern, more strictly 

Gallic portion of the province of Galatia, the letter to the 
Galatians can not have been addressed both to this group 

and to the churches of the southern, non-Gallic part of the 

province. For the letter itself, especially 31-3 413ff., clearly 

implies that the churches addressed were all founded in the 

same period, on one general occasion; whereas the two groups 
of churches, if such there were, were founded one group on 

one journey, and the other on another, some years later. This 

being the case, if when Paul wrote his epistle there were churches 

in northern Galatia founded by him, these churches, being 

in Galatia in whatever sense the term was l:lsed, must have 

been included in the term "the churches of Galatia," and 

the churches of southern Galatia excluded. But in that event, 

since these southern churches were located in Galatia in the 

larger, Roman, sense, Paul could not have been using the 
term in that sense, but in its older, narrower, ethnographic 
sense. In short, if there were any churches in northern Gala­

tia when the letter was written, Paul's letter was addressed to 
them only, and he used the term in the ethnographic sense. 

On the other hand, if Paul used the term Galatia in the 

Roman sense as designating the province, then since it is cer-
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tain that there were churches in the southern, non-Gallic por­
tion of the province, these must have been included in the 
apostle's phrase, "the churches of Galatia," and, for the same 

reason that excluded these churches on the former hypothesis, 

the northern churches are now themselves excluded. Indeed, 
the latter could not on this hypothesis have existed when the 

letter was written; for, had they been in existence, they must 

have been included in the phrase, "the churches of Galatia," 

but, on the other hand, could not have been included along 
with the churches of southern Galatia, because they were not 

founded on the same journey as the latter. 

On the basis, therefore, of the Acts narrative, and the evi­

dence of the letter that "the churches of Galatia" to which it 

was addressed constituted one group founded on the same gen­
eral occasion, we must exclude any hypothesis that the letter 

was addressed to churches in both parts of the province, and 

make our choice between the two hypotheses: (a) that Paul 
founded churches in northern Galatia on his second missionary 

journey, and addressed the letter to them and them only, using 

the term Galatia in its older, ethnographic sense; and (b) that 

he founded no churches in northern Galatia, and that he ad­

dressed his letter to the churches. of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, 
and (Pisidian) Antioch, using the term Galatia in the political 

sense. 

There is indeed a third possibility, viz., that he founded churches in 

northern Galatia on his second missionary journey, but that he wrote 
his letter before founding these churches, and addressed it to the 

only churches then existing in Galatia, those of the southern part of 

the province. But this hypothesis will not, in fact, require separate 
consideration, for the examination of the evidence for the other two 

will incidentally suffice to show its improbability. 

It is incumbent upon us, therefore, to consider these two 

crucial questions, viz., what was Paul's use of the term Galatia, 

and whether he founded churches in northern Galatia. 
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B. The History of Opinion. 

Before considering these questions, however, it will be well 
to sketch briefly the history of opinion on the matter of the 
location of the churches. 

A~cient interpreters took it for granted without discussion that the 
churches were in the northern, Gallic, part of the province (cf. Zahn, 
Kom. p. 12), and this view has been adopted in modern times by 
Neander, ·pftanzung u. Leitung, 1838; Conybeare and Howson, St. 

Paul, 1851, and various later editions; Hilgenfeld, Einleitung, 1875; 

Farrar, St. Paul, 1880; Holsten, Evangelium des Paulus, 1880; H. J. 
Boltzmann, Einleitung, 1886; Schurer, Jahrb. fur prot. T/wJl. vol. 
XVIll, 1892; Godet, Introduction, 1894; Jtilicher, Einleitung, 18941, 

19001; Chase in Expositor, Ser. IV, vols. VIII, IX; Mommsen, "Die 
Rechtsverhaltnisse des Apostels Paulus," in ZntW. 1901, p. 86; Schinie­
del in Encyc. Bib. vol. II, cols. 1596-1616; Steinmann, Die Abfassungs­

seit des GalaJerbriefs, 19o6; Der Leserkreis des Galaterbriefs, 1908; Mof­
fatt, Introduction, 19u; and by the following commentators on the 
epistle: Hilgenfeld, 1852; Wieseler, 1859; Meyer, 1841 and various 
later editions; Lightfoot, 1865 and various later editions; Ellicott, 
1865; Alford, 18491

, 1871•; Siefiert, 1899•; Findlay, in Exp. Grk. Test. 

1910 

The South-Galatian view was first proposed by J. J. Schinidt, rector 
of Ilfeld, whom J. D. Michaelis combated in his Einleitung•, 1788. 

(See Zahn,Einleit.• I 130, E.T. p. 183, but for u99 read 1788); then 
advocated more at length by Mynster in Einleitung in den Brief an 

die GalaJer in his Kleinere Schriften, 1825; by Bottger, Beitriige, 1837; 

and Thiersch, Die Kirche im apostolischen Zeitalter, 1852', 1879•. It 
received fresh attention when Perrot advocated it in his De GalaJia 

Provincia Romana, 1867, and since his day has been defended by 
Renan, St. Paul, 1869, and various later editions; Hausrath, Neutes­
tamentliche Zeitgeschichte; by Ramsay, who has written voluininously 
in its defence (Church in the Roman Empire, 18931, 1895•; Studia Biblia 

et Ecdesiastica, vol. IV, 1896; Historiial Commentary on GalaJians, 

1900, and various essays, especially in The Expositor); Rendall, in The 

Expositor, Ser. IV, vol. IX; Gifford, in The Expositor, Ser. IV, vol. X; 

Clemen, "Die Adressaten des Galaterbriefs," in ZwTh. XXXVII 
396-423; also Paulus, vol. I, 1904; McGifiert, Apostolic Age, 1897; 

Askwith, The Episae to the Galatians: Its Destination and DaJe, 1899; 

Bartlet, Apostolic Age, 1899; J. Weiss, art. "Kleinasien," in PRE. 
vol. X; Bacon, Introd. to N. T. 1900; Woodhouse in Encyc. Bib. vol. II, 
col. 1592 ff.; Zahn, Einleitung', 1900, E.T., 19091, 1917'; Kommentar, 

1905; Lake, The Earlier Epistles of St. Paul, 19n; Emmet, in The 

Readers' Commentary, 1912. 
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Of the above discussions those of Lightfoot, Chase, Schmiedel, and 

Moffatt on the North-Galatian side, and those of Ramsay, Woodhouse, 
Zahn, Clemen, and Lake on the South-Galatian side, are most worthy 
of consultation. 

From this sketch of the history of opinion, we return to con­
sider the evidence on which a decision of the question must be 
based, and under the two heads named above. 

C. Pam's Use of the Term raXa:r{a 

I, The letter is addressed Tai<; eKKX'l]<T{aL<; T7l$ raxa,-(a<;, 

It is apparently the habit of the apostle, in speaking of churches, 
either to name the individual church by the city in which it 

was located or by the person in whose house it met, or grouping 
them together, to follow the Roman political divisions, and to 
designate each group by the name of the Roman province in 

which it belonged. See, on the one hand, 1 Thes. 1 1 2 Thes. 11 

1 Cor. 12 2 Cor. 11• Rom. 161• 6 I Cor. 1619b Col. 416 Phm. 1, 

the four latter being cases of a church in a house, the rest 

churches in a city; and, on the other hand, 2 Cor. 81 (ev Ta'is 

€KKX'l7<1{ais T71<; MaKEoov(as) I Cor. 1619& 2 Cor. 11b. 

Indeed, it seems to be Paul's habit not simply in the designa­
tion of churches, but in.general, to use the geographical terms 

that were officially recognised by the Roman Government. 

Thus he uses names of cities, Antioch, Ephesus, Troas, Thes­

salonica, Philippi, Athens, Corinth, Jerusalem, Rome, and of 

Roman provinces, Judrea, Syria, Cilicia, Asia, Macedonia, 
Achaia, but never Lycaonia, Pisidia, Mysia or Lydia. 

It is indeed contended by Schm. (Encyc. Bib. vol. II, col. 1604), and 

by Sief. that some of these terms may be used by Paul in their popular 
ethnographic sense rather than in their strictly political sense. This 

is doubtless to be admitted, but the absence of any terms that are 
unambiguously ethnographic and non-political, and of any clear case 

of the employment of a term of double meaning in the non-political 

sense leaves little ground for this hypothesis. 

To this uniform employment of Roman terms Judiea. can not be cited 
as an exception. For throughout the period in which those letters of 
Paul were written in which he mentions Judlea. (see 1 Thes. 2" Gal. 1 11 
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2 Cor. 111 Rom. 1511), Judrea was a Roman province under procurators, 
and though it sustained in this period as in the years 6-41 A. D. a kind 

of dependence on the province of Syria (Schurer, Gesch. d. Jitd. V.•, 

vol. I, p. 564, E. T. I ii 165) it was clearly recognised as a province 

under its own governor. See more fully in detached note on Judrea, 

pp. 435 f. Nor is it probable that Illyricum in Rom. 15" is an excep­
tion. For in Paul's day this term was the name of a Roman province, 

extending northwest along the Adriatic from the river Drilon to the 

Arsia (Mommsen, Provinces of the Roman Empire, I 24/.; art. "Illyri­
cum," in Encyc. Bib. and HDB r vol. ed.) and to its border Paul may 

quite possibly have penetrated. The argument of Woodhouse in 
Encyc. Bib. vol. II, col. 2161, that µex.pi in Rom. 1519 must mean 
"into," and that because we have no other evidence that Paul ever 

went into the province of Illyricum, we must assume that by Illyricum 

he meant Illyris Grreca, that portion of Macedonia which adjoins 
Illyricum on the southeast, is, to say the least, inconclusive. For 

neither does !J.EX.Pt naturally mean "into," nor is it explained why, if 
Paul meant Illyris, he should have written 'D.).up11<.6v; nor have we 

any more evidence that Paul went into or to Illyris Grreca, than we 
have respecting Illyricum, this passage furnishing all that we possess 
in either case. 

In r Cor. 161, which is of peculiar interest because of its use of the 
very name with whose usage we are concerned, there is a reference to 

the collection of money for the Christians of Jerusalem, which is also 

spoken of in 2 Cor., chaps. 8, 9, and in Rom. 1526• From these pas­
sages it is clear that during the two years or so next preceding the 

writing of the Epistle to the Romans and Paul's last visit to Jerusalem, 

he gave much attention to the gathering of gifts for the poor Christians 

of Jerusalem from among his Gentile churches. The Corinthian pas­

sages show that in the gathering of the funds he engaged the services 
of his fellow-missionaries, and Acts 20• suggests that in the transmis­

sion of the gifts to Jerusalem he associated with himself representatives 

of the churches from which the gifts came. Now it is significant that 

whenever in his epistles he speaks of this enterprise he uses the names 

of the provinces (see 2 Cor. 81 9•• • Rom. rs") and in such way as to 
imply that he made the province the unit and pitted the churches of 

one province against those of another in friendly rivalry. This sug­
gests that Galatia in r Cor. r6' is itself a province-name. It does not, 
indeed, exclude the possibility that in Galatia there were two groups of 
churches, those of southern Galatia and those of northern Galatia. 
But independently of that question, it has a bearing on the apostle's 
usage of geographical terms, and in connection with 2 Cor. 818·", esp.", 
and Acts 20• it also favours the opinion that there was but one group 
of Galatian churches, viz., those of southern Galatia. And this in turn 
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confirms the view that Paul's use of terms is exclusively Roman. For 
the names mentioned in Acts 20•, compared with 1 Cor. 161, suggest 

that as he had gathered the money by provinces, so he selected the 
representatives of the churches who were to accompany him to Jeru­

salem on the same basis. In that case Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, 
and probably Luke himself, represented Macedonia. The absence of 

representatives from Achaia is strange, especially in view of 16•; it has 
been suggested and is not improbable that the Corinthians, modifying 
the suggestion of Paul in 1 Cor. 16•, •, or possibly taking it in the sense 

which they had the discernment to recognise to be his real thought, 
designated Paul as their representative. Tychicus and Trophimus 

are the delegates from Asia, and Gaius and Timothy from Galatia. 

But as both these latter are from southern Galatia, northern Galatia 
is unrepresented, a situation not, indeed, impossible if the churches of 

Galatia in 1 Cor. 161 means those of northern Galatia, or those of 
both northern and southern Galatia, but in either case improbable. 

Of the three hypotheses, then, (a) that "the churches of Galatia," in 
1 Cor. 161 are the churches of northern Galatia, the name being used 

ethnographically; (b) that the term is used provincially, but the 
churches were of two groups, those ot northern Galatia and those of 

southern Galatia, and (c) that the term is used provincially and the 
churches are those of southern Galatia, there being none in northern 

Galatia, the third is most consistent with the evidence. The first not 
only makes the use of the term different from that which is usual with 

Paul, but is at variance with the natural implication of Acts 20• by 
putting the churches in one region and the delegates in another. The 

second is open to the second of these ~bjections and also finds in Corin­
thians a different use of the phrase and term from that which occurs 
in Galatians. The third is consistent with all the evidence. 

The evidence of the Pauline epistles is, therefore, decidedly 

m-ire favourable to a uniformly Roman use of geographical 

terms by the apostle and the view that by Galatia he means 

both in I Cor. 161 and Gal. 1 2, the Roman province, than to a 

mixed usage such as is found, for example, in Acts. 

This judgment is somewhat confirmed by 1 Pet. 1 1• Galatia being 

there grouped along with Pontus, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, all 
of which are provinces, is itself presumably the name of a province, 

and there is a certain measure of probability that the author of this 

letter, who gives evidence of acquaintance with the ideas of the apostle 
Paul and probably knew of his letters, knew also what he meant by 

Galatia. But this argument is not very weighty. 
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It is still further somewhat confirmed by the facts respecting the 

usage of geographical terms in general. The extension of a name to 

cover a larger territory and to include territories formerly bearing other 
names is a common historical phenomenon. It occurs as the result 
of conquest, bestowal of territory by a superior power, or in the case 
of cities by growth and incorporation. Now the general proceeding 
in such cases

0

is that it is precisely the name that is spread over a larger 
territory that loses its original narrower significance. The names of 
the absorbed territories remain as official or unofficial designations of 
subdivisions of the larger territory because they have received no new 
significance, while the territory whose name has been extended over 
the larger area either retains no distinctive name or acquires a new 
one. Thus,. when the name France, which formerly designated a 
comparatively small area around Paris, was gradually extended over 
the whole kingdom of the Capetian kings, the original France came 
to be known as Ile de France. When Brandenburg and Prussia 
(Borussia) came under the rule of a single king, and, the intervening 
territory being added, the name Prussia was extended to cover the 
whole kingdom, the original Prussia came to be known as East Prus­
sia, and the intervening territory as West Prussia. As the names of 
cities, London, New York, Boston, Chicago, have been extended to 
include the suburbs, the latter have retained their names as official 
or unofficial designations, but the original territory has either had no 

distinctive name, or has acquired some new name. It can not, indeed, 
be affirmed that this is the invariable practice. Where changes in the 
extent ot territory designated by a certain name are frequent and in 
both directions, involving now increase and now decrease, there is a 

natural tendency on the part of a later writer to continue to use the 
term in its original sense or to waver between the different senses 
without always conforming his usage exactly to that of the time of 
which he is at the moment speaking. See detached note on 'loul5a:Ca: 

with its discussion of the usage of Josephus, pp. 435 f. 
In respect to Galatia there was, from 189 B. c. to the time of Paul, 

for the most part, only extension of the term. For fuller details see 
pp. xixjf., and literature there referred to. From the year 25 B. c. to the 
time when Paul wrote, that is to say, for seventy-five years covering 
the whole period of his life, I'a:Aa:-r!a: had been the official designation 
of a Roman province; that province had been in large part of unchanged 
extent, including both the territory within which the Gauls had been 
confined by Attalus, king of Pergamum, about 240 B. c. and the terri­
tory south of this, viz., Lycaonia, Pisidia, and part of Phrygia. Dur­
ing practically his whole lifetime, viz., from 5 B. c., it had included a 
part of Paphlagonia, also. 

Yet these general considerations are obviously not decisive, and, in 
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view of the evidence cited above on pages xx .ff., showing that in the 
case of the term nxAix't!ix the more extended, political usage did not 
wholly supersede the older, narrower, ethnographic usage, they are of 

value only as somewhat confirming the probability that the wider and 
later usage was the common one. 

It has been urged, indeed, and the contention has been sup­
ported by the weighty authority of Mommsen (op. cit. p. xxiv), 
that Paul could not have addressed the inhabitants of the cities 
of southern Galatia as Galatians, as he does the recipients of the 
letter in i, but that the term necessarily designates inhabitants 
of Gallic Galatia. The argument perhaps assumes a greater 
difference between the populations of northern and southern 
Galatia respectively than actually existed. Both were doubt­
less of very much mixed blood, with Gallic elements in both 
regions. (See Rendall, "The Galatians of St. Paul," in Exposi­

tor, Ser. IV, vol. IX, pp. 254.ff., esp. 256}.) Nor does it 
seem possible to name any other term which would be inclu­
sive enough for his purpose. If the churches addressed were 
those of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, which he founded 
on his first missionary journey, he could not well address their 
members by any single term except Galatians. 

D. Did Paul Found Churches in Northern Galatia? 

For the discussion of this question there is, unfortunately, 
but little evidence in the epistles of Paul independent of his use 
of the term Galatia, and even such as there is, is of significance 
only in connection with the evidence of the Book of Acts. 

1. Paul's illness in Galatia. 

In Gal. 418 Paul says that he preached the gospel to the Gala­
tians on the first occasion (To 1rpdupo11) because of a weakness 
of the flesh. Whatever the meaning of TO 1rpoTEpo11 (see more 

fully on 411), it is clear that the passage refers to the original 
evangelisation of the Galatians. That this occurred a,, 
au8e11Eta.11 signifies either that Paul was detained by illness in 

a country which he had intended merely to pass through, or 
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that he was obliged for his health's sake to visit a country 
which otherwise he would not have visited at that time, and 

that in either case he availed himself of the opportunity to 

deliver his Christian message to the inhabitants of the region. 
The latter part of the same verse with its reference to that in 
his :flesh which was a trial· to them implies that the illness was 

of a more or less repellent nature, and that, even if it occurred 

before he entered Galatia and was the occasion of his going 
there, it continued while he was there. If the churches to 

which he was writing were those of southern Galatia, the illness 
here referred to must have occurred in Pamphylia or at Pisidian 

Antioch on his first missionary journey (Acts r313, 14). Ram. 
has made the suggestion that Paul contracted malarial fever 

in the coast lands of Pamphylia, and for this reason sought the 

highlands of southern Galatia instead of either continuing his 
work in Pamphylia or pushing on into Asia, as he had intended 

to do. It is perhaps equally possible that having gone to 

Pisidian Antioch with the intention of going to Asia and being 

detained there by illness, he abandoned for the time his plan 
of entering Asia, and turned eastward into the cities of Lycaonia. 

If the churches were in northern Galatia he must have fullen 
ill at Pisidian Antioch on his second missionary journey or at 

some place in that vicinity, and been led to betake himself to 

northern Galatia; or having already, for some other reason, gone 

into northern Galatia from Antioch or Iconium, with the inten­

tion of passing through, he must have become ill there, and in 

either case must have used the period of his detention in preach­

ing to the Galatians. The relation of his illness to the evidence 

of Acts will be discussed more fully below. Taken by itself it 

furnishes no ground of decision for either North-Galatian or 
South-Galatian view. 

2. The evidence of Acts r6& and Acts r823• 

Incidental use has been made of Acts above to show that 
the churches addressed by Paul were either in southern Galatia 

or northern Galatia, not both. The Acts evidence must now 

be examined more fully. 
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In Acts 166 we read: o,ifNJov Oe TiJV <f,pv-ytav Kal. ra>.anK,}V 

'X,'J,pav, Kw°Xv0eVTE'S lnro TOV a"ffoV 71"VEVµaTO'S >.a-X,f}ua, TOP M­
"(OV ev T?J 'Au{q,, eMovTES Oe KaTa Ti}V Mvu{av E71"E{pafov ELS 

Ti}V B,0vv{av 11"0pEv0,f}va, Kai OVK EtauEV avTOVS TO 71"VEvµa. 

'I17uov.* 

In v.1a it is related that the travellers had visited Derbe and 
Lystra; vv.1b-a having related the story of the circumcision of 

Timothy, v.4 states that they went on their way through the 

cities, v.6 adding that the churches were strengthened in their 

faith and increased in number. Inasmuch as Paul':; plan, as 

set forth in 1536, was to visit the brethren in the cities wherein 
he and Barnabas had previously preached, and as in 161 they 

were moving westward through the southern part of the prov­

ince of Galatia, it is natural to suppose that "the cities" of v.4 

are Iconium and Antioch, and that "the churches" of v.5 are 

the churches of those cities. A visit to Iconium is, indeed, 

almost implied in v.2.t 
The most obvious and, indeed, only natural explanation of 

the phrase TiJV <l>pv-y{av Ka~ ra>.anK,}v xwpav in v. 8 is that 

<PpV"({av and ra>.anK~v are both adjectives and both limit 

xrfJpav. Geographical names ending in -,a were originally em­

ployed as adjectives, and their customary use as nouns with 
an article preceding is a reminiscence of their use as adjectives 

with xwpa. The presence of such an adjective with an article 

• The above is the te:rt adopted by Tdf. WH. al. a,ij>.lov is the reading of NABCD 
81, 440, 614, al.'° Syr. (psh. hard.) Sah. Boh. Aeth. Epiph. al. a .. >.Bovr•c is the reading 
of HLP al. longe plu. Chr. Thdrt. Ltft. adopts the latter reading on the ground that the 
indicative is open to suspicion as an attempt to simplify the grammar of a sentence which 
is rendered awkward by the accumulation of participles. But it is not certain that the 
scribal mind did not work in the reverse way, and against this doubtful probability the 
strong preponderance of e:rtemal evidence leaves no room for reasonable doubt. Ramsay•, 
adoption of 8L<>.8ovnc in SI. Paul, p. 195, after rejecting it in Chvrc/, in 11" Rom. Emp.• 

p. 484, looks suspiciously like controlling evidence by theory. 
t Professor Chase, in Exposito,, Ser. IV, vol. VIII. p. 4o8, contends that 11-iv o~v of v ., 

is correlative with a, of v.•, and that the paragraph properly begins with v.•, or at least that 
there is a close connection between these two verses. But this contention can not be main­

tained. p.•v o~v may introduce the concluding clause of a paragraph without reference to 
any a,1 in the following sentence. See Th. under 11-iv, II 4. The instances .which Chase 
himsell cites, taken together, make against his view. Nothing, therefore, can be deduced 
from this either way. V.• may begin a new paragraph, as in RV., indeed, probably does so, 
and this v. may, so far as,.,., ouv is concerned, be a repetition of preceding verses. But that 
the paragraph begins here does not prove that it is a repetition. 
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before it and the word x,ropa. after it almost of necessity marks 
the intervening word ending in -ta. as an adjective and the 
joining of the words <l>ptrtfa.v and ra.>.a.n,c1jv by Ka.(, with the 

article before the first one only, implies that the region desig­
nated by x,ropa is one, Phrygian and Galatian. In what sense 
it is one, whether in that it was inhabited throughout by a 
mixed Phrygian-Galatian population, or that it was in one 
sense (e. g. ethnographically) Phrygian, and in another (e. g. 

politically) Galatian, or that it constituted one physiographic 
region, composed of two parts politically or ethnographically, 
Phrygian and Galatian respectively, is not decisively indicated. 
The unity which is implied may even be only that of the jour­
ney referred to, the two districts constituting one in the mind 
of the writer because they were traversed in a single journey. 

The contention of Mofi. Introd. p. 93, following Chase, op. cit. 

pp. 404 .ff., that cl>purlcr1 is a noun and x,wpixv is limited by l'ixAIX't1)!.1JV 

only, can not be supported by Acts 2 1•, where cl>purlix is indeed sub­
stantively used, but is shown to be so used by the absence of xwpix; 

nor by Acts 1821 ; for, though the words are the same as in 161, it is 
not certain that <l>purlixv is a noun, nor if it is, can it be inferred that 
it is so also in 16•, since it is the order of words alone that in 1821 tends 
to establish the substantive character of cl>purlixv, and that order is, 
not found in 16•; nor by Acts 1911, 8teA8iav 'tTJV Mix)!.eclov!cr1 )(,IXl • Axixlcr1, 

nor by :27•, 'tTJV KtAt)(,llXY )I.IX\ Ilixµq,u)..lixv; for, though these passages 
both illustrate the familiar fact that words in -,ix may be used sub­
stantively, and show that, when two geographical terms are joined 
by )I.IX( and the article precedes the first only, the unity thus implied 
is not necessarily political or geographical, but may be only that of 
the itinerary, they carry no implication respecting the grammatical 
construction of such a phrase as that of 16•. On the other hand, while 
Ltft. and Ram. are right in claiming a presumption in favour of the 
view that the country referred to is in some sense one, it is not of 
necessity the case that this one country is in one sense Phrygian and 
in another Galatian. See, e. g., Acts 1711, -rli>v 'E'Xl)!.Oupfo>Y ltix\ I:-roiwv 

flAOcro'fli>v.* Such a meaning is indeed possible, but neither Ltft. 

• Ram.'s contention :that the fact that these words are Jn the plural makes the example 
irrelevant and his demand for an instance with ot,AcSa-ocf>~ in the singular are not convincing. 

A philosopher can not, indeed, be one half Epicurean and one half Stoic, but a group of 
philosopher$iay be so, and so, also, may a country_be one half Phrygian and one half Galatian. 
An example of a collective singular noun with two adjectives would, indeed, be more perti­

nent, but a plural of persons is more like a singular geographical term than the singular of 

a personal name, which Ram. demands. 



INTRODUCTION xxxiii 

nor Ram. have cited any examples of such a use of words. Chase, op. 
cit., states the grammatical principle quite correctly: "From the point 
of view of the writer they are invested with a kind of unity sufficiently 
defined by the context." It is, indeed, surprisingly difficult to cite 
examples of phrases similar in structure to the phrases which Acts 
employs here and in 18... An examination of all the passages in which 
Josephus uses the words 'lou!Scx!cx, 'l!Souµ.cx!cx, I:cxµ.cxp!cx, I:cxµ.cxp!'l't<;, 

rcxAtMC!cx, or Ilepcxlcx, fails to discover a single example. The ex­
pression -ni·,; 'houpcx!cx,; xcxl Tpczxwv!'l't!So,; ,cwpcx,; in Lk. 31 lb.as been 
appealed to on both sides, but apparently can not, for lack of exact 
knowledge of the political status of the region in Luke's day, be counted 
as furnishing decisive evidence on either side. See Geo. Adam Smith 
in Expositor, Ser. IV, vol. IX, p. 231. 

It remains then to ask what region in the vicinity of Antioch 
or Iconium capable of being described as in any sense Phrygian 
and Galatian also meets the further requirements of the con­
text. The possible hypotheses may be conveniently presented 
by considering the various views of modem scholars. 

The following writers suppose that the phrase refers to, or 
includes, northern Galatia, and that on _the journey churches 
were founded in northern Galatia. 

Ltft. takes <lipur!cxv and rcxicx'l'tXTJV as adjectives both limiting ,cwpcxv 

and both used ethnographically. First translating the phrase, "the 
Phrygian and Galatian country" and interpreting it as designating 
"some region which might be said to belong either to Phrygia or 
Galatia, or the parts of each continuous to the other" (Com. p. 20), 

he presently translates it "the region of Phrygia and Galatia," adding: 
"The country which was now evangelised might be called indifferently 
Phrygia or Galatia. It was, in fact, the land originally inhabited by 
Phrygians but subsequently occupied by Gauls" (Com. p. 22). The 

actual journey Ltft. supposes to have extended to Pessinus, Ancyra, 
and Tavium. The grammatical exegesis. is sound, but neither the 
inference that the country referred to is in one sense Phrygian and 
in another sense Galatian, nor the specific contention that it was 
Phrygian in its original population and Galatian in its later, follows 
from the grammatical premise or from any other evidence. To estab­
lish Ltft.'s opinion it would be necessary to show from the context • 
that the only Phrygian and Galatian country that meets the conditions 
of Acts 16• 11• is that to which he refers the phrase; or at least that no 
other so well meets the conditions. This is not the case, but on the 
contrary, his interpretation encounters a serious difficulty in v.', 
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i)..86v-rsc; !!! xcz-ra -niv M uafocv e1tslpoc~ov de; 'rTJV Bc8uv(ocv 1topsu8ijvocc. 

Taken together, the two verses represent the missionaries as turning 
back from Asia to pass through the Phrygian and Galatian country, 
and in the course of that journey reacltlng a point at which they were 
over against Mysia with Bithynia as an alternative destination. But 
a journey from Pisidian Antioch to Pessinus, Ancyra, and Tavium 
would at no point have broug'1t the travellers "over against Mysia," 
in the most probable sense of that phrase, viz., at a point where Mysia 
lay on a line at right angles with the direction in which they were trav­
elling, nor in the possible sense of "opposite," i. e., facing it. Even if 
"passed through the Phrygian and Galatian country" be supposed, 
as is very improbable, to refer to a journey into the Phrygian and 
Galatian country and out again in approximately the reverse direc­
tion, say from Antioch northeast to Tavium or Ancyra, and westward 
to Dorylaion or Nakoleia, they could not be said at any time to have 
come xcz-ra Mualocv, since in the whole of the return journey they 
would have been facing Mysia, and at no point over against it. At 
Nakoleia, Dorylaion, or Kotiaion, e. g., they would have been xcz-ra 

Bc8uvlocv, not xcz-rix Mualocv. Nor can xcz-r&:* be taken in its occasional 
sense of "near," since they would have been near Mysia only when 
they had practically passed Bithynia. Nor is it easy to adjust this 
interpretation to the statement of Gal. 411 considered above. Was 

northern Galatia a place to which a sick man would go from Pisidian 
Antioch for his health? Or if Paul is supposed to have been passing 
through northern Galatia and to have been detained there by illness, 
what was his destination? Is it likely that with Paul's predilection 
for work in the centres of population he would have planned to pass 
through northern Galatia without preaching for the sake of reaching 

Paphlagonia or Pontus? 
Chase ("The Galatia of the Acts" in Exp!Jsitor, Ser. IV, vol. VIII, 

pp. 4ox-4x9), with whom, also, Wendt substantially agrees in the 
later editions of his Apostelgeschichte, interprets 'rTJV 4>purlocv xocl 

rocAoc-rtx-ljv :x;wpocv as meaning "Phrygia and the Galatian region," 
and finds the two districts thus. referred to in the country between 

the cities of Lycaonia and Pisidia, which Paul was leaving behind, 
and Bithynia on the north. Between these cities of the south 
and Bithynia, Chase says "districts known as Phrygia and Galatia 
lie." "Forbidden to turn westward, the travellers ... bent their 
steps northward, passing along the road, it seems likely, which led 
through Phrygia to Nakoleia. At this point they turned aside and 

• On the use of K<t'l"o. see L. & S. K<t'l"o. B. I 3, and cj. Hdt. 11•; Thuc. 6•, "'; Acts 271, but 
also Blass on Acts 161 (cited by Ram., art. "Mysia" in HDB). On «<t'l"a, meaning "oppo­

site," "facing/' see &eh. Theb. 505; Xen. HeU. 41. For the meaning "at,, or "near" see 

Hdt. 3"; JEsch. Theb. 528. 
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entered the Galatian district on the east. We may conjecture that 
they halted at Pessinus." This interpretation again fails to do justice 

to """'a Mualav. By shortening the journey eastward as compared 
with that proposed by Ltft., the difficulty is made somewhat less glar­

ing, but not removed. To express the idea of Chase the author should 
have omitted the reference to the Galatian region in v.• and after v. 7 

have inserted a statement to the effect that they _entered Galatia and 

again returning passed by Mysia, etc. The view also encounters the 
difficulty that it finds no probable place for the illness which became 

the occasion of the preaching in Pessinus. 

Sief. (Kom.•, pp. ()'--17, esp. 15) interprets 'tT)Y cl>puy£1Zv :itlZl rlZAa­

'tl:itTJV xwpav of Acts 16• as designating the country northeast of 
Pisidian Antioch and supposes that the journey here spoken of prob­

ably passed to the west of the Sultan Dagh and brought the apostle 

to Pessinus via Kinnaborion and Ammorion. The churches of Galatia 
he would locate in Pessinus, Germa, and neighbouring places. Schm. 

(Encyc. Bib. vol. II, col. 1600, 1606 f.) and Moff. (Introd. pp. 92-<)5) 

adopt substantially the same view though with less specific definition 

of the route and location of the churches. 

The following writers, differing in their interpretation of the 

geographical phrase, are agreed in the opinion that the passage 
does not refer to the founding of churches: 

Ram. holds that the reference is to the western half of the southern 
portion of the province of Galatia, the region of Iconium and Antioch, 

being called Phrygian because ethnographically so, and Galatian be­

cause politically so. Church in the Roman Empire•, p. 77; St. Paul, 

pp. 180 f.; Stud. Bib. et Eccl. IV 56; on the diversity of interpretations 

advocated by Ram., see Schm. in Encyc. Bib. vol. II, col. 1598, 1601 f. 
Apparently, indeed, the author of Acts has already narrated the 

passage through this country in v.•. But Ram. explains vv.•• • not 
as a continuation of the narrative, but as a (parenthetical) description 

of Paul's procedure in the churches, the narrative being continued in 

v.•, vv.1·• covering Derbe and Lystra, v.• Iconium and Antioch. The 

further objection to his view that the remainder of v.•, "having been 

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia," naturally 

implies that at the beginning of their journey the travellers were already 

on the borders of Asia, Ram. seeks to obviate by supposing l(.(J)Au8av-re<;; 

to be a participle of subsequent action, referring to an event which 

took place after the journey through the Phrygian and Galatian 

country. Later Greek, in particular the second half of Acts, seems 

to furnish examples of an aorist participle standing after the principal 
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verb and denoting an action subsequent to that of the verb.* But 
ltWAu8av~c;; does not seem to be an example of this rather rare usage. 
The most probable occurrences of it, in Acts at least, are of two classes: 
(a) Instances in which the participle follows closely upon the verb 
and expresses an action in close relation to the verb, approximating 
in force a participle of identical action. So, e. g., Acts 2511, where 
cia1tMaµevot, while not -denoting an action identical with that of 

XcmJ\l't"l)aav, is intimately · associated with it as its purpose. Simi• 
larly, in Test. XII Patr. Reub. 3, ~~ d:<J,aµevoc;; is not identical with 
i'ltiv&et, but is its immediate consequence. A probable, though 
perhaps not certain, case of similar character is found in Jos. Contra 
Ap. z" (7), auyypatj,all't"ec;;. (b) Instances in which the participle is 
far removed from the verb, and, the complications of the sentence 
obscuring the relation of the different parts of the sentence to one 
another, an additional fact is loosely added at the end by an aorist 
participle. Examples of this form are found in Acts 2311 24". In 
Acts 16•, on the other hand, we have neither form. The sentence is 
short and uninvolved, but the action denoted by the participle, if sub• 
sequent to that of the verb, is not involved in it as purpose or result, 
but marks a distinctly new and important stage of the narrative, 

When to these considerations it is added that the interpretation of 
ltWAu8ell't"e<;; as a participle of subsequent action involves taking 
vv.•• • as parenthetical, and the first part of v.• as in effect a repetition 
of these vv., the weight of objection to the view as a whole compels 
its rejection. Taking vv. '· • in their obvious sense as referring to a 
journey beyond Lystra, v. • as an addition to what has already been 
said, and the participle in what is in this connection its equally obvious 
force, viz., as expressing the cause of the action denoted by the verb, 
the whole passage is self.consistent and simple. Ram.'s view breaks 
down under an accumulation of improbabilities. The opinion ex• 
pressed by Gifford (op. cit. p. 18) is that previously reached by the 
present writer, viz., that while the supposed grammatical usage is 

itself possible, and Ram.'s view can not be said to have "shipwrecked 
on the rock of Greek grammar" (ll,S Chase affirms), the present passage 
can not be regarded as an example of that usage. 

Gifford interpreting xot-rcl: ~v Mualav in v. 7 as meaning "over against 
Mysia," i. e., at a point where the road to Mysia lay at right angles to 

• BMT 145; cj. Gifford in &posilor, Ser. IV, vol. X (r894), pp. 17 jf.; and conwa Rob. 
p. 86r. For en. of this usage additional to those cited in BMT, see Pind. Pylh. IV r89, 
~""'"'la-"<; Test. XII Patr. Reub. 3, 15, J,.,f,o.µ.ovo< (cited by Gilford from Sanday); Clem. 
Alex. Prowept. (Cohortatio ad genus), chap. 2: µ.,yVVTci, Bpo.K.,v y•voµ.ova., &• ~v ~>.•yxs,,. 
(Migne. col. 76): "He makes his approach as a dragon, his identity being afterwards discov• 

ered"; Chronicon ,Ptsschale, pref. quoted by Routh, Reliq#ie Sacra,, I I6I, bnn'-..,.••· 
That the en. of this usage are scattered over several centuries of time, some being earfier, 
101De later than N. T., does not, perhaps, diminish their value. 
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the course which the travellers were up to that point pursuing, sup­

poses the phrase 'n)V <l>puy!cr1 :xocl I'ocAoc-ttxTJV bcwpocv to designate the 

frontier of Phrygia and Galatia (apparently taking the latter term as 
the name of the province), and to refer to the country between Pisidian 

Antioch and the point at which the road to Troas branches from the 

road to Bithynia, probably Nakoleia. This view is similar to that of 

Chase as respects the route followed, differing, however, in that it 
does not assume a journey eastward to Pessinus and the founding of 

churches. The principal difficulty with Gifford's suggestion is that 

a line drawn from Antioch to Nakoleia apparently lies so far from the 
Galatian border that the country through which one would pass would 

be much more naturally called simply <l>puy!ocv. Yet it is, perhaps, 

poSSlole that the road actually taken, for reasons unknown to us, 
passed so far to the east as to make this expression wholly natqral. 

Zahn prefers to take the article with <l>puy!ocv only and to interpret 

the lack of the article with I'ocAOC"ttXTJV xwpcr1 as indicating that Paul 
and his companions only touched upon a part of the region so desig­

nated. This interpretation is manifestly untenable on grammatical 

grounds. The suggestion supposed to be conveyed could not be indi­
cated by the omission of the article. As his second choice Zahn pro­

poses the view that the article belongs to both nouns, and the whole 
phrase refers to territory which was partly in Phrygia and partly in 

Galatia, both terms being ethnographically understood. Such a jour­

ney starting from Antioch would, perhaps, include Amorion, Pessinus, 

Germa, and Nakoleia or Dorylaion. Einleitung, I 136; E. T. I 187 ff., 
esp. 189 fin.; Com., p. 16. See .also Moff. Introd. pp. 92 f. Such an 
interpretation is grammatically sound and otherwise entirely unobjec­

tionable. Rather better than Gifford's, it accounts for the use of 

I'ocAoc-ttXTJV xwpcr1 in preference to I'ocAoc-t!cr1, or I'ocAOC-ttXTJV e1:ocl)Xs!ocv, 

which would naturally have been chosen if, as Gifford apparently sup­

poses, the Acts writer was speaking of the province of. Galatia. 

As concerns the purpose and result of the journey, the evi­

dence of Acts at least seems clearly on the side of the writers of 

this second group. The Acts narrative says nothing about 

founding churches in the region named in 166• Indeed the 

impression which the whole passage makes is that the writer 

knew of no evangelising, or at least of no prolonged or success­

ful work, from the time when the missionaries left "the cities" 

(v. 4
) till they arrived at Philippi in obedience to the vision re­

ceived at Troas (v.9). Forbidden to speak the word in Asia, 

turned back from Bithynia, passing by Mysia, only when they 
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reach Troas do they find a way open to them. Certainly the 

author would scarcely have described the journey through the 
Phrygian and Galatian country in the brief language of vv.6• 

7
• 

if he had known that at this time Paul founded a group of 
churches. This does not prove that no churches were founded, 

but it raises the question whether Zahn is not right in locating 

the journey much as Moff. Sief. and Schm. do, but in holding 
that no churches were founded. Before deciding this question, 

however, the evidence of Acts 1823 must be considered. 
This sentence reads: OtEpxoµEVOS Ka0E~rJS T~V ra>.anK~V 

xwpav Ka~ cf.>pvry{av, O'T1Jp{twv 1rdvras TOVS µa011r&s. 

Advocates of the North-Galatian theory generally interpret 
the phrase T~V ra>.anK~V xropav Ka/, ct>pv-ytav as referring to 

the same territory called in 166 r~v ct>pv-y{av Kal ra>.anK~P 

x,J,pav, ascribing the difference in order to the different direc­

tion of approach, and looking upon the confirmation of the dis­

ciples as evidence that on the journey mentioned in 166 the 

apostle founded churches. It must be questioned whether 
either of these assumptions is sound. There is, indeed, a pre­

sumption in favour of the view that two phrases employing 

exactly the same terms (though in different order) and stand­

ing in the same author, use the individual terms in the same 
sense. But there is distinctly less probability that the two 

phrases as a whole mean the same thing, for the change of 

order may itself be significant. Nor is it probable that the 

difference in order is due simply to the difference in the direc­

tion of journey. For if, as we have maintained above, both 

cf.>pv-ytav and ra>.artK1JV are adjectives limiting xwpav in 166, 

we should expect here T~V raXaTLK~JI Kai cI>pV"'({av x,J,pav if 

the two expressions were intended to denote the same territory 

traversed in opposite directions.* The probability is therefore 

• Mt. 24" shows, indeed, that ~pvyia.v may be an adjective limiting X"'f'"-V, despite 
its position. But such an order is apparently poetic or rhetorical and not likely to be found 
in a plain geographical statement. The examples cited by Ram. St. Paul, p. 2n, are not 
really parallel cases. The first one is a case of distributive apposition, the general term pre­

ceding the noun and specific terms following it. The other passages are not examples of 
two adjectives limtting the same noun, one preceding the noun with the article, the other 

following it without the article, but of a series of proper adjectives, each preceded by an 
article and each denoting a different object, the noun bein~ expressed with the first and 

supplied with the others. 
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that ~pu-y{a11 is a noun. raXanK~J/ is, of course, clearly here, 

as in 166, an adjective. The unity indicated by the single 

article is presumably that of the journey only. 

Where, then, are these two regions which were traversed in this one 
journey? V. 22 names Antioch of Syria as the point of departure. 

Chap. 191 names Ephesus as the point of arrival. Between these two 
extremes, Paul has passed through the Galatian country and Phrygia. 

Whether ''the upper country" (&:w.>-teptxd: l'iP'll) referred to in 191 is 

the same as the Galatian region and Phrygia, being referred to here 

resumptively, or the territory between Phrygia and Ephesus, is not 
wholly certain, nor particularly important for our present purpose. 

It is generally and probably rightly understood of the highlands of 

Asia in contrast with the coast plain. It is evident that the writer 

has not given a complete itinerary, but has only mentioned some 
points in which he was specially interested. If, as on his previous 

journey, Paul went entirely by land, he must have passed through the 
Syrian Gates and northern Syria. Thence he might, indeed, as Schm. 

suggests, have gone north through Cappadocia. But Schm.'s reason 
for this route, that if he had gone through Cilicia the narrative would 

have spoken of confirming the churches in that region, is not convinc­

ing. It is certainly as probable, if not more so, that his route lay 
through Cilicia as far as Tarsus, thence through the Cilician Gates to 

the point at which the roads branch, one arm going westward to 

Lycaonia, and the other northward through Cappadocia. 
From this point three routes are possible. He may have taken the 

northern road to Tavium, and thence westward through Ancyra. This 

is the route for which Ltft.'s theory that he had on the previous journey 
founded churches in these cities would naturally call. Emerging from 

the Galatian country he would come into Phrygia and so through the 

mountains of the eastern part of the province of Asia to Ephesus. 

On the other hand, he might have left the great western road soon 
after. passing through the Cilician Gates and travelling via Tyana and 

the road south of Lake Tatta (or possibly via Iconium) have come to 
Pessinus in the western part of old Galatia and so on through Phrygia 

to Ephesus. Such a route could hardly have been dictated solely by 

a desire to reach Ephesus, since it was far from being the shortest or 

easiest. In this case we may with Moff. suppose that "the disciples" 

are those in the churches founded on the previous journey, or with 

Zahn that he had founded no church and "all the disciples" are the 

scattered Christians in these regions. In either case -rTJY Pot'Acrrt1d)Y 

:x:wpcxY is old Galatia, but the part passed through is the extreme western 
part only. <f,pu1 1cx is the eastern part of Asia. 

But still again, he may have taken the route wei,tward through 



xl INTRODUCTION 

Derbe, Lystra,'Iconium, and Pisiclian Antioch, and thence on directly 
westward to Ephesus. The last explanation makes the language cover 
a larger part of the country actually passed through than either of the 
others. It is, however, an objection to it that it supposes l'cxAcx'ttx'6v 

to be used in a different sense from any that can reasonably be attached 
to it in 16•, taking I'cxAcx"ttx-liv xwpcxv in a political sense, which is con­
trary to the usual practice of the Acts author and to the use of cf,puylcxv 

which he immediately joined with it. 

It is against any view that finds in Acts 1823 a second visit 
to the Galatian churches supposed to have been founded on 
the second journey (Acts 166

) that while the Acts author defi­
nitely speaks of the churches founded in southern Galatia and 
elsewhere (1423 1541 166) here he speaks only of disciples (but 
cf. also 1422

). This, together with the absence of any mention 
of the founding of churches in 166tr·, favours the view of Zahn 
that while there were scattered disciples in this region (found 
or made on his previous journey) there were no churches. This 
evidence could, indeed, be set aside if there were strong oppos­
ing reasons. But the contrary is the case. All forms of the 
North-Galatian view whh its hypothesis of churches in old 
Galatia labour under the disadvantage that its sole evidence 
for the existence of any churches in northern Galatia is found 
in two passages, both somewhat obscure, in a writer who, 
though doubtless in general trustworthy, is not always accu­
rate. To create on the basis of such evidence a group of 
churches of Galatia, when we already have perfectly clear evi­
dence of another group of churches which could be properly 
so called, and which fulfil all the conditions necessary to be · 

met by the term as used by Paul, is of more than doubtful 
legitimacy. 

It may be objected to Zahn's view that it is strange that the term 
I'cxAcxnx-!iv in Acts should refer to an entirely different region from 
that to which Paul refers in his term I'cxACX"ticx. But it is to be answered 
that Luke has apparently taken no pains to conform his use of geo­
graphical terms to that of Paul, and that in particular he gives no 
evidence of intending to furnish the background of the Epistle to the 
Galatians, never using the word "church" in connection with I'cxACX"tt:itl). 

On the other hand, the analogy of similar cases suggests the possibility 
if not the probability that when the name I'cxACX"ticx was extended to 
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cover the Lycaonian, Pisidian, and Phrygian territory a new name, 

I'tX">-~iitTJ xwptX should have been coined to describe old Galatia. See 
above, p. xxviii. 

It may also be said against Zahn's view that it is incredible that 

Paul on his way to visit scattered disciples in western ethnographic 

Galatia should pass by southern Galatia without visiting the churches 

of that region; to which it may be answered that a motive similar to 

that ascribed to Paul in Acts 2018, together with a desire to foster the 

Christian· movement represented by scattered disciples in the Gala­

tian country, may have led him to avoid the cities of southern Galatia. 

Of course it is also possible that the cities of southern Galatia were 

visited at this time, but that; as the Acts writer says nothing about 

the churches of Syria and Cilicia, though Paul must have passed 

through these regions, he for some unknown reason ignores the cities 

of 110uthem Galatia though this journey included them. The omis­

sion of the second group is no more strange than that of the first. 

We conclude, therefore, that so far as concerns Acts 166ff· 

and 1818 the interpretation which best satisfies all the evidence 
is that which supposes that the journey of Acts 166 ran a little 
east of north from Antioch, possibly passing around the Sul­
tan Dagh and through Amorion and Pessinus, and that it was 
undertaken not for evangelisation but as a means of reaching 
some other territory in which the apostle expected to work, 
perhaps Bithynia. The point at .which they were KaTaT-qv 
Mvu{av would be not Nakoleia or Kotiaion, but some point 
further east, perhaps Pessinus itself. Why this route was 
chosen rather than the apparently more direct route through 
Nakoleia and Dorylaion must be a matter wholly of conjec­
ture. At Pessinus, of course, might have occurred the preach­
ing because of sickness (Gal. 413), and the consequent founding 
of the Gala.tian churches. But there is no suggestion of this 
in the Acts narrative, and no presumption in favour of it. For 
the journey of Acts 1823 there is no more probable route than 

that through the Cicilian Gates and via Tyana and Lake Tatta. 

3. Some minor considerations derived from Paul's Epistles. 

It remains to consider certain items of evidence that have in 
themselves little weight, but which have filled a more or less 

prominent place in previous discussions of the problem. 
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a. The epistle represents the people addressed as warmhearted, im­

pulsive, and fickle. These characteristics have been pointed to as 
indicating their Gallic blood, and hence as tending to show that the 
churches were in northern Galatia. But warmheartedness and fickle­

ness seem to have been equally characteristic of the Lycaonian people 
(with Acts 14•-11 cf. Acts 1419, ••), and the evidence of the letter is too 

general in character to enable us to draw any conclusion whatever 

from this evidence. 
b. It has been said to be improbable that the scene between Peter 

and Paul depicted in Gal. 2 11-21 occurred before the second missionary 
journey, since in that case Paul must have proposed to Barnabas to 

accompany him on another journey after he had found him unstable 
on an important point. But if this incident of Gal. 2 11-11 is put after 

the second missionary journey, then Galatians, since it narrates the 
incident, must also itself be later than the second missionary journey. 

But if it was written on the third journey, since Gal. 411 implies that 
Paul had visited the Galatians but twice, these Galatians can not be 
those of southern Galatia, because on his third missionary journey 

he visited them for the third time. Hence, it is inferred, we must 
place this incident after the second journey, the letter on the third 

journey, and the churches in northern Galatia. In reply it is to be 

said that, aside from the indecisive character of the evidence of 
orb 11:p6"tepov (see on 411), this argument overlooks three possibilities 
that can not be ignored: (a) that the incident of Gal. 2 11- 21 may have 

deterred Barnabas from accepting Paul's proposal rather than Paul 

from making it; (b) that even if the incident occurred after the second 
journey, the letter may still have been written before the third journey, 

viz., at Antioch between the second and third journeys, and just after 
the Antioch incident; (c) that the third journey may not have included 

a visit to the churches of southern Galatia, and hence the letter, even 
if written on the latter part of that journey, may have been preceded 

by only two visits to the churches of southern Galatia. 

c. Inasmuch as Barnabas was with Paul on his first missionary 

journey when the churches of southern Galatia were founded, but did 

not accompany him on his second journey, and, hence, would not be 
known personally to the North-Galatian churches, if there were such, 

the fact that the letter mentions him without explanation or identifica­

tion is somewhat in favour of the South-Galatian theory. But the 

fact can not be regarded as strong evidence. The letter does not 
imply that the readers knew him in person, and they might know him 
by name if he had never been among them. 

d. The statement of Gal. 2• that Paul refused to yield to the pressure 

brought upon him in Jerusalem "that the truth of the gospel might 

continue with you" is understood by some to imply that at the ti:ne 
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of the conference in Jerusalem he had already preached the gospel to 
the Galatians, hence that they were South-Galatians. But the "you" 

of this passage may mean the Gentiles in general, not the Galatians 
in particular. 

e. The people of Lystra took Paul and Barnabas for gods (Acts 1411). 

Paul says the Galatians received him as an angel of God (Gal. 4"). 
But the parallel is not close enough to prove anything more than that 

the Galatians and Lycaonians were both warmhearted, impulsive 
people. 

f. The allusion in Gal. 511 to the charge that Paul still preached cir­
cumcision seems an echo of the use made among the Galatians of his 
circumcision of Timothy. Now, as Timothy was a South-Galatian, 

it is particularly probable that the judaisers would use this fact against 

him in southern Galatia. True, but the story might easily be told in 

northern Galatia, though the event occurred in southern Galatia. 

g. The "marks of the Lord Jesus," Gal. 617, have been interpreted 
to refer to the scourging at Philippi, and the inference has been drawn 
that the letter was written on the second missionary journey, and that 

accordingly the churches were in southern Galatia, since at this time 

he had not yet been twice (411) in northern Galatia. But it is equally 
plausible (and equally inconclusive; cf. b above) to refer these marks 

to the experience referred to in 1 Cor. 15" or 2 Cor. 1•, and to argue 
that the letter must belong to the third missionary journey and that the 

churches could not be in southern Galatia, since when Paul was at 

Ephesus he had on the South-Galatian theory been in southern Galatia 
three times. 

h. It is said that Paul would not ha~e gone into northern Galatia, 

where Greek was comparatively unknown. Jerome does, indeed, 
testify that the Gallic language was still spoken in this region three 

hundred years after Paul wrote. But the same passage characterises 

Greek as the common language of the Orient, and the use of Greek in 

inscriptions of Ancyra belonging to the time of Tiberius (Boeckh, 

C. I. G. 40n, 4039, cited by Mommsen, Pro?Jinces of the Roman Em­
pire, I 369) indicates that the country was bilingual in Paul's day 

also. 

i. It is said that Paul would certainly have kept to the main high­
ways, hence would not have passed through northern Galatia. This 
argument can apply only to the second missionary journey; for if on 
that journey he had founded churches in Pessinus, Ancyra, and Tavium 

these churches would themselves have furnished a sufficient reason 

for a subsequent journey into that region. The question, therefore, 

reduces itself to the inquiry whether under the circumstances indicated 

in Acts 16• and Gal. 411 Paul would have gone northeast into northern 
Galatia. This question has already been discussed at length. 
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In view of all the extant evidence we conclude that the bal­
ance of probability is in favour of the South-Galatian view. 

The North-Galatian theory in the form advocated by Sief. 
Schm. and Moff. is not impossible. If in place of the incom­

plete and obscure, possibly inaccurate, language of Acts 166 

and 1823 we had clear and definite evidence, this evidence might 
prove the existence of North-Galatian churches founded by 

Paul before the writing of this letter. If so, this would, as 
indicated above, in turn prove that Paul's letter was written 

to them. But the evidence as it stands is not sufficient to 

bear the weight of theory which this hypothesis involves, in­
cluding, as it does, the very existence of churches of whose 

existence we have no direct or definite evidence. On the basis 

of the existing evidence the most probable view is that of 

Zahn, viz., that on his second missionary journey Paul passed 

through the western edge of old Galatia, there :finding or mak­
ing a few disciples, but founding no churches; and that his 

letter to the churches of Galatia was written not to the Gala­

tians of this region, but to the churches of Derbe, Lystra, 

Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. 

III. THE TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING. 

There is no evidence by which to determine with accuracy 

the time in Paul's life at which he wrote his letter to the Gala­

tians. All that can be done is to :fix certain limits of time 

within which it was written. 
I. It must obviously have been written after the events 

narrated in chaps. I and 2. Of these the conference at Jeru­

salem (21-10) is expressly said to have taken place fourteen years 

after the conversion of Paul, or more probably fourteen years 

after his previous visit to Jerusalem, which itself took place 

three years after his conversion. 

2. The points of coincidence between this narrative and that 
of Acts, chap. 15, are so many and of such character as practi­

cally to establish the identity of the two events.* The Acts 
• See detached note, p. u7; Weizs. Aposl. Zeu.•, p. 168; E. T. I 199 ff.; McGitfert, 

Aposlolie Ate, p. 2o8; Ltft. Com. on Gal. pp. 123 ff., and other commentaries on Gal.; 
Wendt, Aposld1eschicllie, cap. 15, in Meyer's Kommenlar, and other commentaries on Acts. 
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narrative places the conference "no little time" after the 
return of Paul and Barnabas to Antioch from their first mis­
sionary journey. We thus have a double dating of the event, 
that of Gal. 21, which locates it from fourteen to seventeen 
years after the conversion of Paul and that of the Acts narra­
tive, which places it between the apostle's first and second 
missionary journeys. 

. . 3. The visit of Peter to Antioch narrated in 2 11-14 presumably 
followed the conference in Jerusalem, and is naturally assigned 
to the period of Paul's stay in Antioch referred to in ;Acts 1535• 

Thus the earliest possible date for the writing of the letter is 
the latter portion of that period. 

4. The phrase To 1rpoTEpov in Gal. 413 has often been appealed 
to as de~sive evidence that before writing this letter Paul had 
made two evangelistic journeys into Galatia. Taken alone the 
words do not seem with certainty to prove this (see note on 

To 1rpoupov, pp. 239.ff.). But when the evidence of 416• 20 (q. v.; 
cf. 1•, also) that Paul had communicated with the Galatians 
between the original preaching of the gospel to them (414) and 
the writing of the letter is taken into account, the simplest 
explanation of all the data is that Paul had made two visits to 
Galatia before writing the letter. On this supposition the let­
ter must have been written not only after the visit of Peter to 
Antioch (Acts 1535) but after the journey of Acts 161-5• Time 
must also be allowed for the apostle to have gone some dis­
tance from Galatia, for the visit of the judaising missionaries, 
for such success as they had achieved in their effort to win the 
Galatians to their conception of the way of salvation, and for 
the carrying of the news to Paul. See Gal.J 6, 7 57•12, and dis­
cussion under "Occasion and Purpose" below. As these con­
ditions could scarcely have been fulfilled before the arrival of 
the apostle in Corinth as narrated in Acts 181, we may regard 
it as improbable that the letter was written before that event. 

On the North-Galatian view and the supposition that Paul 
had visited the churches twice before writing the letter, it must 
have been written after Acts 1823• 

5. The phrase O~WS Taxews in I 6 shows that the letter was 
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written at no long time after the conversion of the Galatjans, 

but furnishes no ground of choice among dates which are on 
other grounds possible. See on 1 6• 

6. If within the period of the apostle's life after Acts 181 we 

seek to determine a more definite date, some weight must be 

given to such evidence as the relation between Galatians and 
Romans. The latter, presenting calmly and deliberately views 

similar in substance to those which the former expresses with 

the heat of controversy, was probably written after Galatians. 

Of somewhat similar character is the relation between Galatians 
and I and 2 Corinthians. The situation reflected in the latter, 

showing the representatives of the judaistic tendency opposing 
Paul's work in Achaia, probably arose after the situation de­

scribed in Galatians was created in Galatia, the judaisers pre­

sumably moving westward in their attack upon Paul's work. 
But inasmuch as the letter was manifestly written while the 

situation that arose in Galatia was still acute, and not long 
after the visit of the judaisers, it is most probably to be assigned 

to a period before the coming of the judaisers to Corinth; in 

other words, not later than the early part of the apostle's two 

years and three months in Ephesus (Acts 191-
22

). Yet this 

argument can not be strongly pressed. The missionaries to 

Galatia and Achaia were not at all certainly the same persons, 
and the delegation to Corinth may have gone there before the 

other group arrived in Galatia. 

7. Some consideration is also due to the fact that the letters 

of the apostle taken together show that his controversy with 

his legalistic opponents made a deep impression on his think­

ing and, for some years at least, filled a large place in his 

thoughts. From I Corinthians to Colossians every letter shows 

at least some marks of this controversy, while of several of 

them it is the central theme. But in I and 2 Thessalonians we 

:find no reference whatever to this matter. This fact creates a 

certain probability that Galatians was not written till after 
1 and 2 Thessalonians. But the force of this argument is 

largely destroyed by the fact that the letters to the Thessalo­

nians must have been written in any case after the conference 
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at Jerusalem, and, therefore, after the judaistic controversy had 
come to fill a large place in the apostle's thought. 

But if, as is on the whole probable, Galatians was written 
after the arrival at Corinth on his second missionary journey, 
and before Romans on his third missionary journey, there are 
several places and times at which it may have been written, of 
which 'four are perhaps most worthy of consideration. If it 
was written to the churches of southern Galatia it may date 
from (1) Corinth in the period of Acts 181-11, and either before 
or after the writing of I Thessalonians, (2) Antioch· in the 

period of Acts 1822 • 23a, (3) Ephesus fa the period covered by 
Acts, chap. 19, or (4) Macedonia or Achaia in the period cov­
ered by Acts 201-3• 

Mynster (Einleitung in den Brief an die Galater, in Kleinere Schriften, 

1825), Zahn (Einleitung in d. N. T.•, pp. 13!)-142, E.T. pp. 193 ff., 
esp. 196--199), Bacon (Introduction to the N. T., p. 58), and Rendall 
(Expositor, Ser. IV, v.ol. IX; . Exp. Grk. Test., vol. III, p. 146) as­
sign it to Corinth before the writing of I Thessalonians, thus making 
it the first of all the apostle's letters. Renan (SI. Paul, p. 313) and 
Ramsay (SI. Paul the Traveller, pp. 189 ff.; Commentary, pp. 242 .ff.) 

date it from Antioch in the period of Acts 18 .. •, while Askwith (Epistle 

to the Galatians, chaps. VII, VIII) dates it from Macedonia after 
2 Corinthians. 

In favour of Antioch in the period of Acts 1823 as against Cor­
inth on the second missionary journey, it is to be said that 
information concerning affairs in Galatia (the efforts of the 
judaisers and their success with the Galatians) would more 
easily reach the apostle in Antioch of Syria than in Macedonia 
or Achaia. It has also been suggested by Ram. (Traveller, 

pp. 189 ff.) that the letter gives evidence that the apostle had 
full information of the state of affairs such as would not easily 
have been obtained by a letter, and implies, therefore, that he 

had received knowledge by a personal messenger. As such 
messenger no one would be more probable than Timothy, him­
self a Galatian. But Timothy was with Paul at Corinth for 
some time, as I and 2 Thessalonians show. Only then, towards 
the latter part of the Corinthian residence, could he have left 



xlviii INTRODUCTION 

Paul for Galatia, and in that case could have joined Paul at 

no more probable place than Antioch. Indeed, it is a very 

natural hypothesis that at or about the time when Paul left 

Corinth to go to Syria by water, he sent Timothy to go as far. 

as Ephesus by water and thence through Asia Minor overland 
for the double purpose of visiting his home once more and of 

gathering information concerning the churches. In that case, 

whether originally expecting to go through to Antioch or to 
await Paul in Galatia, it would be natural for Timothy, when 

he learned the state of affairs in GaJatia, to hasten forward to 

Antioch to inform Paul. The prominence of the incident at 
Antioch (211·21

) would also be easily explained if the apostle 

wrote from Antioch, as also the fact that though writing to 

several churches, one of which was at Pisidian Antioch, he 
nevertheless speaks of Antioch in Syria simply as Antioch. 

To the possible objection that Paul would hardly have written 

to the Galatians from Syrian Antioch between his second and 
third missionary journeys, since he must have been on the 

point of going to Galatia himself, it is sufficient to answer that 

we have no means of knowing how long he was still to tarry at 
Antioch when he wrote, and that his conduct in relation to 

the church at Corinth (see esp. 2 Cor. 1 23 2 1) shows that he had 

a preference for dealing with such troubles as that which existed 

in Galatia by correspondence and messenger rather than by 

a personal visit. 

But none of these reasons is very weighty. It must be con­

fessed, moreover, that the supposition that the letter was 

written at Antioch to the churches of southern Galatia between 

the second and third missionary journeys does not comport 

well with what seems to be the most probable interpretation 

of Acts 1823, viz., that the apostle passed by these churches on 

the third journey; cf. p. xl. If his effort to retain the loyalty 

of the ohurches to his gospel was successful he would certainly 

wish to confirm this result by a visit; if it was unsuccessful 

(unless, indeed, utterly and hopelessly so, in which case the 

letter would probably not have been preserved), he would cer­

tainly wish to attempt to accomplish by a visit what he had 
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failed to achieve by his letter. If, indeed, Acts 1823 can be so 
interpreted as to imply a journey through southern Galatia, then 

the expression "confirming all the disciples" would appropri­

ately describe the purpose and effect of a visit following the 

letter, assumed to be successful, but in itself furnishes no strong 

evidence that the letter had been written. 

The case for Antioch is, therefore, not very strong, and as 
against Ephesus on the third missionary journey, it is even 

less so than against Corinth on the second. Nor can 

To 1rpoTEpo11 (413) be urged against Ephesus on the ground 

that at that time Paul would have been in Galatia three times, 

for, as shown above, it is not certain or even probable that the 

journey of Acts 1823 included the churches of Galatia. If there 

is any weight in Ram.'s argument respecting the probability of 
Timothy bringing the apostle personal information, this applies 

almost equally well to Ephesus as the place of writing. For if 

Paul did not visit the churches of southern Galatia in the jour­

ney of Acts r823 he may very well have sent Timothy by that 
route, and have received Timothy's report at Ephesus. 

The arguments by which Askwith supports his contention 

in favour of Macedonia on the third missionary journey are 

not all equally forcible, but there is no strong counter argu­

ment, and this location of the letter very interestingly accounts 

for the language of Gal. 67• 8 and its parallelism with 2 Cor. 96
• 

Yet neither is this a decisive or strong argument for his view. 

Apparently, therefore, we must remain contented without 

any strong reason for deciding whether the letter, if destined 

for the churches of southern Galatia, was written in the latter 

part of the apostle's stay at Corinth on his second missionary 

journey, or at Antioch between the second and third journeys, 

or at Ephesus on the third journey, or still later on this jour­

ney, in Macedonia or Achaia. If there is any balance of prob­

ability it seems to be in favour of Ephesus. 

On the supposition that the letter was written to churches in northern 
Galatia founded on the second missionary journey (Acts 16•), and ' 
that the evidence of the epistle indicates that he had visited them a 
second time, the letter, as already pointed out, must have been writ-
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ten after Acts 18". On the other hand, his journeys after leaving 

Corinth at the end of his third missionary journey (Acts 20•) are such 
as to make the writing of the letter after this latter time improbable, as 

is also the relation of Galatians to Romans. As between Ephesus and 

Macedonia, or between either of these and Achaia, there is little ground 
for choice. The argument of Ltft. that it must be placed after the 
Corinthian letters because of its close affinity to Romans is of little 

weight, especially in view of the fact that Romans was probably a 
circular letter and may have been composed some months before the 
Roman copy was sent from Corinth. 

Continental scholars who hold the North-Galatian view generally 
place the letter at Ephesus. So Mey. Ws. Sief. Godet, Stein. Simi­
larly Holtzmann places it on the journey to Ephesus, or soon after 

the arrival there, and Julicher during the Ephesus ministry, but while 

on a missionary journey out from that city. Conybeare and Howson, 

and after them Ltft., argue for Corinth on the same journey; so also 
Salmon. On the whole, there is no more probable date for the letter 

than Ephesus on the third missionary journey, whether it was written 
to northern or southern Galatia. 

Lake, Earlier Epistles of St. Paul, pp. 279 ff., identifying the visit 

to Jerusalem of Gal. 2 1-10 with that of Acts, chaps. II and 12, and 
denying that the -rb -itp6-repov of 4" implies two visits to Galatia, places 

the writing of the letter before the Council at Jerusalem recorded in 
Acts, chap. 15. In this he agrees substantially with E=et (Galatians, 

pp. XIV ff.), and Round (The Date of ••• Galatians), and, as concerns 
the identification of the visit of Gal. 2 1-10 with that of Acts u 80, with 

Ram. and Weber. But against this identification the meaning 

and tense of ea1touoccacc in 210 are strong if not decisive evidence (see 
ad loc.), while the many points of agreement between Gal. 2 1-10 and Acts, 

chap. 15, constitute on the whole decisive evidence for the reference 

of these two passages to the same event. See detached note, p. n7. 

It is indeed true that it is impossible to suppose that the account in 

Acts, chap. 15, is in all respects accurate if it refers to the incident of 

Gal. 21·"; but it is more probable that this narrative is inaccurate in 
its statement of the terms of the agreement, or in assigning them to 

this occasion, than that, if the incident of Acts 2 1- 10 occurred on the 

occasion of the visit of Acts u•0, and the agreement stated in Gal. 2•• 10 

was reached at that time, the whole question was reopened, and an 

event so like the former one occurred some two years later. 
Turner, art. "Chronology" in HDB, vol. I, p. 424, col. a (cf. also 

Zahn, Kom. pp. no ff.), holds that the visit of Peter to Antioch (Gal. 
2 11-1•) preceded the events of Gal. 21•10• Identifying the conference 

of 2 1-10 with that of Acts, chap. 15, Turner also identifies the -r1vli; li1tb 

'ICXll.W~Ou of Gal. 2 11 with the -rtvsi; ~<X't"e)..86v-rec; ~1tb 'tijc; 'lou1Sa:lccc; 
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of Acts 151
• Ram. Traveller, pp. 158 ff.; Com. pp. 304 ff., making 

Gal. 2 1- 10 refer to the visit narrated in Acts 1130, leaves Gal. 211-u in 

the position in relation to 2 1• 1• in which it stands in Galatians. As indi­
cated above he dates the letter in the period of Acts 1821• The result in 

both cases is, without affecting the date of the letter, to place the An­

tioch incident at a longer interval before the writing of it than the more 

common view, which identifies Gal. 2 1 with Acts 151 and leaves the 
order of Gal. chap. 2 undisturbed. Zahn, agreeing with Ram. in 

identifying Gal. 2 1 with Acts u•• and with Turner in placing Gal. 211-1, 
before 2 1- 10, puts the Antioch incident still further back, even before 

Paul's first missionary journey, but still puts the writing of the letter 
as Ram. does, after Acts, chap. 15, viz., at Corinth, in the period of 

Acts 1811• There is little or nothing to be said against the date to 
which these writers assign the letter, but quite as little to be said in 

favour of the position to which they assign the Antioch incident. 
The transposition of the parts of Gal. chap. 2, to which Turner and 

Zahn resort, is indeed not explicitly excluded by an l,m-roe at the 

beginning of 2 11, but neither is there a~ything to support it in the 
language of the passage, while it does distinct violence to the psycho­
logical probabilities of the situation. As is pointed out in detail in 

the exegesis of the passage, the question which arose at Antioch is 

distinctly different from that which was discussed at Jerusalem, but 

one to which the ignoring of ultimate issues which characterised the 

Jerusalem conference, and the compromise in which it issued, was 
almost certain to give rise. The position, moreover, which Paul was 

driven to take at Antioch was definitely in advance of that which 
he took at Jerusalem, involving a virtual repudiation not of one statute 

of the law, but of all, and this not only for the Gentiles, but in principle 

for the Jews. The reversal of the order in which he has narrated the 

events is, therefore, an unwarranted violence to the record. It may, 
indeed, not unreasonably be said that the Antioch incident could 

scarcely have happened after the events of Acts, chap. 15, as narrated 

in that passage; for the question that apparently arose as a new issue 

at Antioch is already settled in decisions recorded in Acts, chap. 15. 

But in view of all the evidence, the solution of this difficulty lies neither 

in denying the general identity of the event of Gal. 2 1- 1• with that of 

Acts, chap. 15, nor in putting Acts, chap. 15 after Gal. 21-11, but in 

recognising that the Acts narrative is inaccurate in its statement of the 

outcome of the conference, either colouring the decision actually 

reached, or ascribing to this time a decision reached on some other and, 

presumably, later occasion. 

The view of McGiffert and Bartlet, adopted also by Emmet, that 

the two visits to Galatia implied in -ro 'ltp6-rapov of Gal. 411 are the out­

ward and return parts of the journey through southern Galatia on the 



Iii INTRODUCTION 

first missionary journey, on which is based the conclusion that the 
letter was written before the second missionary journey, is discussed 
on p. 241. McGiffert's argument that if Paul had visited the Galatian 
churches since the conference of Acts, chap. 15, he would have had 
no occasion to give them the full account of it in Gal. 2 1- 1•, as of some­
thing of which they had not heard before, ignores the hint of the letter 
(1• 411) that he had already discussed the matter with them, and 
the possibility, not to say probability, that the acute situation which 
existed when he wrote the letter called for a fresh statement of the 
matter, and probably a fuller one than he had previously felt to be 
necessary. 

The reduction of the above statements, which are expressed 

in terms of periods of the apostle's life, to calendar dates in­
volves the whole problem of the chronology of the apostle's 

life. Without entering at length into this question, which lies 

outside the scope of this Introduction, it ~y suffice to point 

out that if, as seems to be proved by an inscription found at 
Delphi (see Report of the Palestine Exploration Fund, April, 

1908; Deissmann, St. Pattl, Appendix II; American Journal of 

Theology, XXI 299), Gallio became proconsul of Achaia in the 

summer of 51 A. n., we arrive at 50 or 51 as the date for the 
writing of Galatians in case it was written at Corinth on the 

second missionary journey. If it was written at Antioch be­

tween his first and second journeys, it falls into 51 or 52; if at 

Ephesus, on the third journey, in all probability into 52; if in 

Macedonia or at Corinth, on the third missionary journey, 

at some time in 54 or 55. If we identify the conference of 

Gal. 2 1•10 with that of Acts, chap. 15, assume, as is generally 

held, that Herod Agrippa I died in 44 A. n., and, on the 

ground of the position of the narrative of this event in Acts, 

assign the visit of Acts n 30 1226 to a date not later than about 

46 A. D., it will follow that the first visit to Galatia (Acts, 

chaps. 13, 14) occurred not far from 46, and the second visit 
of Paul to Jerusalem (Gal. 2 1-10) not far from 48. This date is 

consistent with the apostle's location of the event as occurring 

seventeen years after his conversion (see on 2 1), the resultant 

date of his conversion being about 31 A. D. 
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The argument for the later date (34 or 35) based on 1 Cor. u 11• falls 
to the ground with the recognition of the fact that the presence of the 

ethnarch of Aretas in Damascus does not imply that Damascus was in 
the dominion of Aretas. See on 111. 

IV. OCCASION AND PURPOSE OF THE LETTER. 

It is fortun.ate for the interpreter of the letter to the Gala­
tians that while the location of the churches is in dispute and 

the time and place of writing can be determined, if at all, only 

by a balance of probabilities resting on indirect evidence, the 

question for whose answer these matters are of chief importance, 
can be decided with a good degree of certainty and on indepen­

dent grounds. The previous relations of the writer and his 

readers, the circumstances that led to the writing of the letter, 

the purpose for which it was written, these appear with great 
clearness in the letter itself. 

The Galatians to whom the letter was written were Gentile 

Christians, converted from heathenism (4 8
), evidently under 

the preaching of Paul (1 8• 9 413
; cf. 31ff·). Paul's first preach­

ing to them was occasioned by illness on his part (413
); intend­

ing to go in some other direction, he was led by illness to go 

to Galatia, or being on his way through Galatia and not intend­

ing to tarry there, he was led to do so by illness. He pro­

claimed to them Jesus Christ and him crucified, preaching that 

men could through faith in Jesus the Christ escape from the 

present evil age and attain the approval of God apart from 

works of law (31• 2). He imposed on his converts no Jewish 

ordinances, but taught a purely spiritual Christianity (3 2
• 

3 

48• 11 53, 4). The Galatians received him and his gospel with 

enthusiasm (412-15). They were baptised (327) and received the 

gift of the Holy Spirit, miracles wrought among them giving 

evidence of his presence (32
•
5
). That Paul visited them a sec­

ond time is made practically certain by the evidence of 1 9 413
• 

20 

(q. v.). Possibly before the second visit there had been false 

teachers among them (1 9), but if so the defection had not been 

serious (1 6 57). More recently, however, a serious attempt had 

* Sec Burton, ~ords and Letters of tire Apostolic Age, pp. 204/. 
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been made to draw them away from the gospel as Paul had 
preached it to them (r 7 512

). This new doctrine opposed to 
Paul's was of a judaistic and legalistic type. Its advocates 

evidently endeavoured to win the Galatians to it by appealing 
to the promises to Abraham and his seed recorded in the Old 

Testament. Though the letter makes no definite quotation 
from the language of these teachers it is easily evident from 

the counter argument of the apostle in chapters 3 and 4 that 

they had taught the Galatians either that salvation was possi­
ble only to those who were, by blood or adoption, children of 

Abraham, or that the highest privileges belonged only to these. 

See especially 37
• 9• 

14 421
-
31

• They had laid chief stress upon 
circumcision, this being the initiatory rite by which a Gentile 

was adopted into the family of Abraham. Though they had 

cautiously abstained from endeavouring to impose upon the 

Galatians the whole Jewish law, or from pointing out that this 
was logically involved in what they demanded (58), they had 

induced them to adopt the Jewish feasts and fasts (410). 

To these doctrinal elements of the controversy, themselves 

sufficient to arouse deep feeling and sharp antagonisms, there 

was added a personal element still more conducive to embitter­

ment. The letter itself furnishes evidence, which is confirmed 
by I and 2 Corinthians, that the apostolic office or function 

was clearly recognised as one of great importance in the Chris­

tian community, and that the question who could legitimately 

claim it was one on which there was sharp difference of opinion. 

An apostle was much more than a local elder or itinerant mis­

sionary. He was a divinely commissioned founder of Christian 

churches, indeed, more, of the Christian church recumenical. 

With their effort to keep the Christian movement within the 
Jewish church, including proselytes from other religions, the 

judaisers naturally associated the contention that the aposto­

late was limited to those who were appointed by Jesus or by 

those whom he appointed. With their denial of the distinct­

ive doctrines of Paul they associated a denial of his right to 

teach them as an apostle. This denial seems to have taken 

the form of representing Paul as a renegade follower of the 
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Twelve, a man who knew nothing of Christianity except what 
he had learned from the Twelve, and preached this in a per­
verted form. This appears from the nature of Paul's defence 
of his independent authority as an apostle in the first two chap­
ters of the letter, and indicates that with their theory of a lim­
ited apostolate the judaisers had associated the claim that the 
apostolic conm:nssion must proceed from the circle of the origi­
nal Twelve. See detached note on 'A-1rduro>.os, pp. 363 ff. 

This double attack of the judaisers upon the apostle and his 
doctrine and the attempt to convert the Galatians to their 
view was upon the point of succeeding when Paul learned of 
the state of affairs. The Galatians were already giving up the 
gospel which Paul had taught them (16); he feared that his 
labour on them was wasted (411); yet in a hopeful moment he 
was confident in the Lord that they would not be carried 
away (510). 

Such is the situation that gave rise to the letter. In a sense 
Paul had a double purpose, partly to defend himself, partly to 
defend his gospel, but only in a sense. The defence of himself 
was forced on the apostle by the relation in which the question 
of his apostleship stood to the truth of his gospel. Considerable 
space is necessarily devoted in the first third of the letter to 
the personal matter, since it was of little use for the apostle 
to argue, and of no use to affirm, what constituted the true 
gospel, while his readers doubted his claim to be an authorised 
expounder of the gospel. Towards the end he carefully guards 
his doctrine from certain specious but false and mischievous 
inferences from it (51311.), and touches upon a few other minor 
matters. But the central purpose of the letter is to arrest the 
progress of the judaising propaganda with its perverted gospel 
of salvation through works of law, which the Galatians were on 

the very point of accepting, and to win them back to faith in 
Jesus Christ apart from works of law, the gospel which Paul 

himself had taught them. 
Incidentally the letter affords us most important information 

which we can not suppose to have been any part of the apostle's 

plan to transmit to us1 but which is not on that account the less 
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valuable. No other letter contains so full and objective a 

piece of autobiography as that which he has given us in the 
first two chapters of this letter. Informing as are 1 and 2 

Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians and Philippians, these chapters 
are even more so. 

Not less valuable is the contribution of the letter to the his­
tory of the apostolic age. It carries us into the very heart of 
the controversy between the narrow, judaistic conception of 
the gospel, and that more enlightened, broader view of which 
Paul was the chief champion in the first age of the church. 
The-story is told, indeed, in part in Acts, but as it was conceived 
years after the event; in the letter we have not so much an 
account of the controversy as a voice out of the conflict itself. 
The information is first-hand; the colours have the freshness 
and vividness of nature. Not least important for us to-day 
is the testimony which the letter bears to the limits of that 
controversy. A just interpretation of the second chapter shows 
most clearly not that Peter and Paul were in sharp antagonism 
to one another, representatives of opposing factions, but that, 
while they did not altogether agree in their conceptions of reli­
gious truth, and while Peter lacked the steadiness of vision 
necessary to make him stand firmly for the more liberal view, 
yet neither he nor even James directly opposed Paul's view, 
or his claim to be an apostle of Christ. The opponents of 
Paul were certain "false brethren . . . who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty." They had, indeed, influence enough 
with the Jerusalem apostles to lead the latter to urge Paul to 
pursue a compromising course; but when Paul refused, the 
pillar-apostles virtually took his side and gave to him hands 

, of fellowship recognising the legitimacy of his mission to the 
Gentiles. 

Yet the recognition of the fact that there were really three 
parties to the controversy rather than two leaves its signifi­
cance but little diminished and its bitterness unchanged. The 
sharpness of the apostle's language both in Galatians and 
2 Corinthians was doubtless called forth by at least an equal 
bitterness on the side of his opponents. The questions at issue 
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. were fundamental (see below, § V) and the discussion of them 
was no calm academic debate, but a veritable contest for large 

stakes between men of intense conviction and deep feeling. 
Nor was it significant for Galatia and Corinth and Jerusalem 

only, nor for that age alone. Had no one arisen in that age 

to espouse the view for which Paul contended, or had the con­

troversy issued in a victory for the judaistic party, the whole 
history of Christianity must have been different from what it 

has been. Christianity would have been only a sect of Juda­
ism, and as such would probably have been of relatively little 

force in the history of the world, or would even have been lost 

altogether, becoming reabsorbed into the community from 

which it came. The letter to the Galatians is a first-hand 
document from the heart of one of the most significant contro­

versies in the history of religion. 

V. THE QUESTIONS AT ISSUE. 

The above statement of the occasion of the letter is sufficient 

to show that the controversy in which it ·played a part had to 

do with certain questions which were of fundamental impor­

tance for early Christianity. These questions did not first 
come to the surface in Galatia, but neither did they become 

prominent at the beginning of Paul's career, nor were they all 

stated and discussed with equal explicitness. The one which 

came most clearly into the foreground and was probably als.o 

the first to be debated was whether Gentiles who, attracted by 

the message of the gospel, were disposed to accept it must be 

circumcised in order to be recognised as members of the Chris­

tian community and to participate in the salvation which the 

gospel brought to those who received it. To this question 

Gal. 31-3 shows clearly that Paul had, before beginning his 

evangelistic work in Galatia, returned a definitely negative 

answer. This epistle furnishes evidence_ which, though not 

explicit in its individual items, is on the whole sufficient to 

show that this position of the apostle was not at first strongly 

opposed by the Jerusalem church (see 1 24 and notes thereon). 

The statement of Gal. 1 23 • 24 that when the churches of Judrea 
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heard of Paul's work in Syria and Cilicia they glorified God in 
him, taken with the evidence that Paul's convictions about 

the relation of his gospel to the Gentiles were formed very 
early in his career as a Christian, makes it probable that there 

was at first no strong sentiment in the Jerusalem church against 

recognising Gentiles who accepted the gospel message as mem­

bers of the new fellowship and community. That presently, 

however, there arose a conflict of opinion on the subject was 

apparently due to two causes. On the one hand, there were 
added to the Christian community in Judrea certain men of 

strongly conservative tendencies who were convinced that 
Christianity ought to be built strictly on the basis of the 

Abrahamic covenant, and that the Christian sect ought to 

cliff er from other Jewish sects, in particular from the Pharisaic 

sect, only by the addition of the doctrine of the Messiahship of 

Jesus, and in no case by any subtraction from the doctrines or 
requirements of the Old Testament religion as currently inter­

preted. On the other hand, as the effects of the evangelistic 

activity of Paul became more manifest and better known to 

the church at Jerusalem, the real extent and serious nature of 
his departure from the views and practices now becoming cur­

rent in the mother church doubtless became more evident. As 
a result of these two influences the question of the obligation of 

the Gentile Christians to be circumcised came to an issue in the 

incident narrated by Paul in Gal. 2 1-10• The debate which took 

place on that occasion was apparently limited to this one ques­

tion of the circumcision of Gentile Christians. The Jerusalem 

apostles at first urging Paul to conform, at least in the case of 

Titus, to the views ot the ultraconservative element, were at 

length persuaded to throw their influence on the side of Paul's 

view, to give their approval to his way of winning the Gentiles 

to faith in Christ, and not to insist upon circumcision. See the 

commentary on this passage. 

But the decision of this question speedily opened another 

one. In the Antioch church, in which there were both Jews 

and Gentilei;, it became customary not only not to circumcise 

the Gentile members, but for Jews to eat with the Gentiles, 



INTRODUCTION l.ix 

doubtless also for Gentiles to eat with the Jews. It is true 
that our only explicit record is an account of what took place 

after Peter came to Antioch. Yet that he was responsible for 

the custom in which he at first participated is contrary to all 

probability. The table-fellowship at Antioch was clearly the 

product of Pauline liberalism, not of Petrine caution or com­

promise. On the relation of the narrative of Acts, chap. 10, to 
the matter, see pp. II6 f. 

That the Gentiles with whom Jewish Christians were eating 

were not conforming to the laws of the Old Testament concern­

ing food, and that the table-fellowship of the Jews with Gentiles 

involved violation of the Old Testament law by the Jews, also, 
is the clear implication of the whole narrative. It is not, in­

deed, impossible that the Jewish legalists in their zeal to "build 
a hedge about the law" had laid down a rule against associa­

tion of Jews and Gentiles in general (cf. Acts 1028). But that 
in the present case the requirement of the law, of which the 

more strenuous rule, in so far as it was observed or enforced, 

was an expansion by tradition, was distinctly in mind as the 

crux of the controversy is shown by several considerations. In 

the first place Paul speaks in Gal. 212 of Peter's eating with the 
Gentiles, implying that the question at issue was one not only 

of association but of food. In the second place, Paul's inter­

pretation of Peter's withdrawal from fellowship with the Gen­

tiles as an attempt to compel the Gentiles to conform to Jewish 
custom (Gal. 2 14) implies that the fellowship could be resumed 

on condition that the Gentiles observed the Jewish law; which 

obviously would not be the case if those who came from James 

protested against fellowship between Jews and Gentiles in 
general, or even against table-fellowship in particular, without 

reference to whether it involved a disregard of the law of foods. 

In the third place, the apostle's quick transition from the dis­

cussion of the matter of Jews and Gentiles eating together, in 
vv.12-u, to that of the observance of law in vv.wr., makes it 

evident that it was a statute of the law, not a tradition, the 

,observance of which was at issue. Even the narrative in Acts, 

chap. 15, though manifestly not a wholly correct report of what 
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took place in Jerusalem and having no direct reference to the 

Antioch incident, nevertheless shows how early the food law 
played a part in the question of the freedom of the Gentiles. 

But if the food on the tables of the Gentiles was not restricted 

to that which the Levitical law permitted, then it is evident, 

first, that the Gentiles had generalised the decision respecting 
circumcision and concluded that no Jewish statutes were bind­

ing upon them, or at least had extended the principle to another 

group of statutes; and, second, what is even more significant, 
that the Jews had acted on the principle that the law which 

was not binding on the Gentiles was not binding on them. 
These two new questions came to issue in the discussion 

between Peter and Paul at Antioch as narrated in 2 11 tr.. And 

on this occasion Paul squarely took the positiQn that the law 

of foods was not only not binding on Jewish Christians, but 
that they must not obey it under circumstances like those at 

Antioch, which made their observance of it a compulsion of the 
Gentiles to do the same. 

By this contention Paul in effect denied the authority of 

the Old Testament statutes over either Jews or Gentiles, at 

least over those who accepted Jesus as the Son of God. That 
he did this not only in effect, but with recognition of the fact 

that this position on circumcision and foods carried with it the 

general principle, is indicated by his employment, both in his 

narrative of what he said to Peter and in his discussion of the 

question later in the epistle, of the general term "law." This 

is also confirmed by the fact that in writing to the Corinthians 

(1 Cor. 612
; cf. 1023) he refused to make the authority of the 

law the basis of his stern reproof of sexual immorality. Though 

his principle, "All things are lawful," was quoted in justifica­
tion of gross immorality, he would not withdraw it, but re­

affirmed it and rested his case against sexual crime solely on 

the Christian ground that all things are not expedient, and 

that by fornication the members of Christ become members of 

a harlot, i. e., enter into a relationship which destroys the 
Christian's vital fellowship with Christ. To Paul it was not 

circumcision and foods, and festival days only that could not 
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be enforced by law; nor ceremonies only; nothing could be 

insisted upon in the name of law. 
Yet in rejecting the authority of the Old Testament statutes, 

Paul did not reject the teachings of the Old Testament in toto. 
While quoting from the Old Testament the dicta of that legal­

ism which. he emphatically rejects (310), he more frequently 
quotes from it sentiments which he heartily approves. But, 

more important, he affirms that the whole law is fulfilled 
in one word to which he gives his unqualified assent (514), a 

sentence which in view of his clear rejection of certain clear 

requirements of the law can only mean that he saw in the law, 
along with many statutes that were for him of no value, certain 

fundamental principles which he had come to regard as con­

stituting the n:al essence and substance. of the law. Thus 

Paul neither approves nor disapproves all that the Jewish 
church had canonised, but assumes towards it a discriminative 

attitude, finding much in it that is true and most valuable, 

but denying that being in the Old Testament of itself makes a 

teaching or command authoritative. This discriminative atti­

tude towards the Old Testament, coupled with the apostle's 
clear recognition of its value as a whole and his insistence, 

despite his dissent from many of its precepts, upon connecting 

the Christian religion historically with that of the Old Testa­

ment, is most significant. Though he has left us no definite 

statement to this effect, possibly never formulated the matter 

in this way in his own mind, he in effect accepted the principle 

that while each generation is the heir of all the ages, it is also 

the critic of all, and the arbiter of its own religion. His con­
duct implied that not what was held in the past, though it 

stood in sacred scriptures with an affirmation of its perpetual 

authority, was determinative for the conviction and conduct 

of living men, but that the criterion for belief and action was 

to be found in their own interpretation of human experience, 

their own experience and that of past generations as far as 

known to them. Religion is not · then, for him, static, but 
fluid, in constant evolution under the influence of men's under­

standing of the experience of the race. 
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This rejection of the authority of the Old Testament as such, 

coupled with the apostle's kindred contention that the gospel 

was for all nations as they were, i. e., without entrance into the 

Jewish community or subjection to Jewish law, raised squarely 

the issue whether Christianity was to be a potentially universal 

religion or was to continue, as it was at first, a sect of Judaism, 

differing mainly by one doctrine from current Pharisaism. On 

this question Paul took clear issue with the conservative party 

among the believers in the Messiahship of Jesus. The inspira­

tion of his mission was a vision of a church universal worship­

ping the one God and Father, and accepting Jesus as Lord and 

Saviour-a church into which men should come from every 

nation and religion, not through the vestibule of Judaism and 

the acceptance of the law of Moses and the rites of the Old 

Testament, but straight from where they were and through the 

single and open door of faith in Jesus Christ. His opponents 

also believed in one God and in Jesus as his Messiah, but they 

could not consent or conceive that men should enter the Chris­

tian community except through an acceptance of Judaism, or 

that the Christian church should be anything else than a specific 

expression of the Jewish religious community. 

But Paul brought the question of authority in religion to the 

front in another way also. When the conservative brethren 

at Jerusalem, whom Paul in his intensity of feeling denounces 

as false brethren, took up arms against his doctrine of the 

freedom of the Gentiles and his practical application of it to 

circumcision and foods, they found it necessary to deny his 

right to assume to be an expositor of Christianity, and to claim 

substantially that such authority was vested in those who had 

received it from Jesus while he was alive on earth. This 

affirmation Paul denied, claiming that he had an independent 

right to preach the gospel by virtue of the revelation of Jesus to 

him as the Son of God (1 1 ff. m.). Yet in claiming for himself 

this right to preach the gospel without hindrance or permission 

from the Twelve he conceded to them equally with himself the 

title of apostle (1 17), and the same right to preach within their 

sphere of action the convictions which they held (29). It is true, 
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indeed, that he was severe in his denunciation of those who 
endeavoured to undo his own work (1 8)1 and was outspoken in 

his condemnation of those whom he regarded as false apostles 

(2 Cor. n 13). But this is but the extreme affirmation of his own 
divinely conferred commission, and an evidence that zeal to 
make converts was not for him a necessary proof of a divine 

commission or a right spirit. It in no way contravenes what 

we are now affirming that what he claimed for himself, viz., a 

divine commission and a corresponding responsibility, he freely 

admitted might be possessed by other men who did not wholly 
agree with him. Sitting in council with them he neither con­

sented to conform his own course of action or message to their 

practice nor demanded that they should conform theirs to his. 

The gospel of the circumcision and the gospel of the uncircum­

cision had certain elements in common, but they were by no 
means identical. Yet he claimed for himself the right and 

duty to preach his gospel, and admitted the right and duty of 
the other apostles to preach theirs. 

Thus to his rejection of the authority of Old Testament 

statutes over the conduct of the men of his time, he added in 

effect the denial that there was any central doctrinal authority 

for the Christian community as a whole. Claiming the right 

to teach to the Gentiles a religion stripped of all legalism and 

reduced to a few religious and ethical principles, he conceded 

tc. his fellow-apostles the right to attempt to win the Jews to 
faith in Jesus while leaving them still in the practice of a strict 

legalism. That both parties alike had this right to preach 

according to their conviction, demanded that each should recog­
nise the other's right. Such recognition Paul freely granted 

to his fellow-apostles and claimed for himself. Thus without 

expounding in detail a doctrine of the seat of authority in 

religion, he in reality raised the whole question, and by implica­

tion took a very positive position, not against conference and 

consultation or consideration for the rights of others-these he 

insisted on-but against the authority of community or council, 

and in favour of the right of the individual to deliver the mes­

sage he believes God has given him, and if he gives credible 



!xiv INTRODUCTION 

evidence of a real divine commission, to go forward with his 

work without interference. 

But in connection with this principle of liberty in religion 

there arose in the mind of the apostle, as doubtless also in 
the minds both of his converts and his critics, further questions. 

What is the essence of true religion? How is moral character 

achieved? To men who had been wont to think of religion as 
authoritatively defined for them in certain sacred books, of 

morality as consisting in obedience to the statutes contained 
in these books, and of acceptance with God as conditioned 

upon such obedience and membership in the community whose 

uniting tie and basis of unity was a relation to the covenant 
recorded in the books, it was a serious question what became 

of religion and morality if there was no longer any authoritative 
book or any centralised ecclesiastical authority. Precisely this 

question Paul never states in these words, but with the ques­

tion itself he deals explicitly and directly. Religion, he says 

in effect, is not conformity to statutes, or non-conformity, but 

a spiritual relation to God expressed in the word "faith," and 
an ethical attitude towards man, summed up in the word "love" 

(Gal. 56). Morality, he affirms, is not achieved by keeping 

rules, but by living in fellowship with the Spirit of God and in 

consequent love towards men, issuing in conduct that makes 
for their welfare (516· 23). Thus he makes religion personal rather 

than ecclesiastical, and morality a social relation grounded in 

religion. This is not a new doctrine. It had been announced 

by the prophets of Israel long before. It is the doctrine which 

the synoptic gospels tell us Jesus taught. But not even the 

teaching of Jesus had sufficed to niake it the dominant thought 

of those who early joined the company of his followers, and it 

was a novelty, indeed, in the Grreco-Roman world. It has 
never been accepted wholeheartedly by any considerable por­

tion of the Christian church. It is not to-day the real creed 

of" any great part of Christendom. 

In this short epistle, written doubtless in haste and some 

heat, Paul has raised some of the most fundamental and far­

reaching questions that can be raised in the field of religion. 
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The positions which he took were in the main not those that 
were generally accepted in his day or have been accepted siiice. 
He was not the first to announce them, but as held by him 
they were mainly the product of his own experience and think­
ing. The writing of the Epistle to the Galatians was an 
epochal event in the hlstory of religious thought. It is matter 
for profound regret that its vital contentions were so soon lost 
out of the consciousness of the Christian church. 

VI. GENUINENESS AND INTEGRITY. 

The question of the genuineness of Galatians is not easily 
detached from the larger questions, how Christianity arose, 
whether there was an apostle Paul who was a factor in its 
origin, and if so whether he wrote any letters at all. It can not 
be settled by the comparison of this letter with some other 
letter which is accepted as certainly written by Paul. For 
there is no other letter which has any better claim to be regarded 
as his work than Galatians itself. But neither can it be best 
discussed without reference to the other letters. As has been 
shown in considering its occasion, the letter itself discloses, 
largely incidentally and without apparent effort or intention, a 
situation so complex, so vital, so self-consistent, so psychologi­
cally credible as to make it very improbable that it is a work 
of art cunningly framed to create the impression that a situa­
tion which existed only in the writer's mind was an actual one. 
This fact is itself a strong reason for believing that the letter is 
a natural product of the situation which it reflects. Yet the 
question whether the letter was really written, as it professes 
to have been, by Paul, an early preacher of the Christian gospel 
and a founder of churches among the Gentiles, can best be dealt 
with in connection with the same question respecting some, at 
least, of the other letters which bear his name. For the real 

question is what hypothesis best accounts for all the data; more 
specifically whether the total evidence of the letters considered 

· in relation to all other pertinent evidence renders it most 

probable that they are all genuine products of real situations, 
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which they severally disclose, or that the whole group is manu­
factured, a work of art and literary device, or that while some 
are of the former kind, there are others whose qualities bring 
them under suspicion. Thus, in the same process, we select 
the genuine, if any such there are, and fix the standard by 
which to test the doubtful. In the attempt to select the docu­
ments of early Christianity which, furnishing first-hand and 
basic testimony respecting that period, should constitute the 
standard by which to assign the other books to their proper 
place, Galatians has always been included in the normative 
group by those who have found in the New Testament collec­
tion any books that were what they professed to be. On the 
other hand, its own claims to be from Paul and the claim of 
the church that it belonged to the first century have been 
denied only in connection with a general denial that we have 
any first-century Christian literature, or that there was any 
first-century apostle Paul. The reason for this is not far to 
seek. The situation out of which Galatians purports to spring 
and which it professes to reflect is a very definite and concrete 
one with strongly marked features. These features are largely 
repeated in certain other letters that also purport to come from 
Paul, with somewhat less close resemblance in still other let­
ters bearing Paul's name, and in the Book of Acts. No one 
book can without arbitrariness be assumed to be the standard 
by which to test all the rest. No single book can arbitrarily 
be excluded from consideration or postponed for secondary con­
sideration. But if in the examination of all the books purport­
ing to come from the first age of the church, it proves to be a 
difficult task to restore from them all a self-consistent account 

of the whole situation, then it is not an irrational but a reason­
able course to inquire whether there is any group which unitedly 
reflects a situation which is self-consistent, psychologically pos­
sible, and in general not lacking in verisimilitude; and then in 
turn to make this group and the situation it discloses the point 
of departure for determining the relation of the rest to this 
situation. F. C. Baur and the Ti.ibingen School may have 

been, probably were, somewhat arbitrary in limiting their 
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normative group to Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Ro­
mans. But their error was not in including these four in this 
group, nor chiefly in beginning with these, but in that having 

begun with these, they excluded such other letters as 1 Thessa­

lonians, Philippians, and Philemon on insufficient grounds. 

For our present purpose we shall not go far wrong if with Baur 

we begin with the four letters that he accepted. 

Beginning thus, we find that these four letters all claim to 
have been written by a Paul who describes himself as an apostle 

of Jesus Christ, and that they all present a clearly defined pic­
ture of him, which, however they differ among themselves in 

important features, is yet consistent in the total result, and 

singularly life-like. In respect to the region of his work, his 

relation to the other apostles and to parties in the church, his 
conception of Jesus and his attitude towards him, the outstand­

ing elements of his religion, the characteristics of his mind and 

temper, they in part agree, in part supplement one another. 

Their differences are never greater than would be probable in 
the case of letters written by the same man in the same general 

period of his life but in different places and under different 
circumstances. 

It is not necessary for the purpose of this argument to inquire 
whether every part of the Epistle to the Romans, as we possess it, was 

written by Paul, or how many epistles have been combined in our 

so-called 2 Corinthians, or whether the editor has added some lines 

of his own. The possibility of editorship including both arrangement 
and some additions does not materially affect the significance of the 

substantial and striking consistency and complementariness of the tes­

timony of the several letters to the character and career of their author. 
Nor, as indicated above, is it necessary at this point to discuss the 

question whether I and 2 Thessalonians, Philippians, Philemon, Colos­

sians, and Ephesians have equal claim to genuineness with the four 

which Baur and his school accepted. The course of action which the 

internal evidence of the letters and the history of criticism combine 

to make most practicable is that which is indicated above. 

It is not strange, therefore, that from the second century to 

the present Galatians has been generally accepted as written 

by Paul and as constituting, therefore, a first-hand source of 
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knowledge concerning his life, his controversies, and his con­

victions. 

Consistently with the general practice of the time, and what 

we find to be the case in respect to other New Testament books, 

there is a considerable period after the writing of the letter in 
which we find traces, indeed, of its influence on other Christian 

writers but no explicit mention of it by the name either of the 
author or of the persons addressed. 

There are certain coincidences of language between Galatians and 

I Peter, which some writers take to be evidence of a use of Galatians 
by the author of the Petrine epistle. Von Soden (cited by Bigg, 

St. Peter and St. Jude, in Int. Crit. Com. p. 20) finds such relationship 
between I Pet. 1•fl- and Gal. 3" 47; between I Pet. 211 and Gal. 511; 

and between 1 Pet. 3• and Gal. 421• 0. D. Foster, The Literary Rela­

tions of the First Epistle of Peter, New Haven, 1913, finds a still longer 
list of coincidences, which he ascribes to dependence of 1 Peter on 

Galatians. If, as is probable, we should recognise a Jependence of 
1 Peter upon Romans (Sanday and Headlam, Com. on Romans, pp. 

LXXIV ff.) it is not improbable that the writer knew Galatians also. 

But the ·passages cited are not in themselves altogether conclusive 
evidence of such knowledge. 

Probable reminiscences of the language of. Galatians are found in 
Barn. 19•: xotvw'/4aet,;; av 1tixatv -r«j> 'ltA1)alov aou (Gal. 6•); Clem. 

Rom. 49•: clta: 't'Y)Y ciy<X'ltl)Y, ijy ea,cev 'ltpO<;; -l)µa,;;, TO cz!µa czu-rou eclwxeY 

udp -l)µwy 'l1)aOu<; Xpta-ro<; Ii xupto<; -l)µwv, gy 8eA1Jµ«'tt 8eoii, xczl 't'Y)Y 

a&pxcz udp tiJ<;; aczpxo.; -l)µwv xcz! 't'Y)Y <j,u,c-l)v u1tlp 't'WY <j,u,cwv -l)µwv 

(Gal. 1•). Clearer parallels appear in Polyc. Phil. 3•• •: Ilczu)..ou ••• 

8<;; xczl czu-roc; uµiv eypot<j,eY e'ltta'tOA<X<;;, e!,;; l!c; aa:v ayxu'lt'tl)-re, clu'/4aea8e 

o!xocloµeia8ott e!c; 't'Y)Y clo8eiaotY uµiv 1tla-rtY, ~-rt<; aa-rl µiJ'tl)p 'lt<XY't@Y 

uµ6JY (Gal. 4"); Phil. 5', e!cl6-re<; ocrv 11-r, Oeo.; OU µux'tl)p~e-rczt (Gal. 67 ; 

note the coincidence of the anarthrous Oe6,;; in both cases, and cf. 

corn. l. c.); Phil. 12•: qui credituri sunt in Dominum nostrum et Deum 

Jesum Christum et in ipsius patrem qui resuscitaTJU eum a mortuis 

(Gal. 1 1); Just. Mart. Dial. 95 1 : htxczwpcz-ro.; ya:p efp1)-rczt (sc. 
Mwuaijc;) 'lt<X<; !l.; oux eµµevet ev -rot<; yeypczµµEYOt<;; gy -r«j> ~t~Al<i> 

-roii v6µou -roii 1toti)aczt czu-r& (Gal. 310 ; Lxx read: av matv -roic; A6yotc;; 

-roil v6µou -rou-rou 1toti)aczt czu-rouc;). For other possible influences of the 

letters on early Christian literature, cf. Charteris, Canonicity, pp. 

233 f.; Gregory, Canon and Text, pp. 201 f.; Moff. lntrod. p. 107. 

As early as about the middle of the second century there 

existed lists of the letters of Paul, in which Galatians is included. 
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From Tertullian, Adv. Marc. V, and from Epiph. Haer. XLII, we 
learn that Marcion accepted ten epistles of Paul, though somewhat 
modifying their text. These ten were Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 
Romans, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Laodiceans (Ephesians?), Colossians, 
Philippians, and Philemon. Both writers name them in the same 
order except that Epiphanius puts Philemon before Philippians. The 
agreement of a free-lance such as Marcion with the orthodox party is 
more significant of the state of early Christian opinion than would be 
its acceptance by either alone. Marcion's reference to the Epistle to 
the Galatians is apparently the first extant mention of it by name. 

The Muratorian Canon, which Gregory (op. cit., p. 129) dates about 
170 A. D. and most others before 200 A. D. at latest (for different opinions 
see Jiilicher, Einl.•, p. 146) includes Galatians among the epistles of 
Paul. 

From about 175 A. D. quotations from the epistle with cita­
tion of it by name, or express quotation of its language are 

found. 

lrenreus quotes Gal. 4 1• • expressly ascribing it to Paul (Haer. 3. 6•), 

and 311 4•• •, speaking of these passages as in the Epistle to the Gala­
tians. (Haer. 3. 7!, 163; 5. 211). See Charteris, op. cit., p. 235. 

Clement of Alexandria, Strom. 311, says that "Paul writing to the 
Galatians says, 1:e"1..v!cx µ.ou oD<; 1to:Atv w!J!11W, &x?t<; o~ µ.o?qiwfln X?wi:-o<; ev 

uµ.iv" (Gal. 418
). 

Origen, Con. Celsum, v.", quotes Celsus as saying that men who 
differ widely among themselves, and ·in their quarrels inveigh most 
shamefully against one another, may all be heard saying, "The world 
is crucified to me and I to the world": eµ.ol '1..6aµ.oc; aa1:cx6?(,)1:cxt, m,11> 
1:cji '1..6a!J.11> (Gal. 6"). 

From the end of the second century quotations from our 

epistle are frequent, and no question of its Pauline authorship 

was raised until the nineteenth century. Even since that time 

few scholars have doubted it. 

To Bruno Bauer apparently belongs the distinction of being the 
first person to question the genuineness of Galatians.* In opposition 

• Edward Evanson, an English deist previously a clergyman of the Church of England, 
in his work on the Dissot1011ee of ... , F011r Generally ,Received E,angelists, 1792, directing his 
criticism especially against the fourth gospel, denied also the genuineness of Romans, Ephe• 
sians, and Colossians, and expressed doubts about Philippians. Titus. and Philemon, but 
raised no question about Galatians. C/. Sief. Kam. p. 26; Knowling, Testimony of St. 
Paul to Christ, p. 38. Steck, Galaterbrief, p. 4, seems to be in error in saying that Evanson 
embraced in bis d!nial all the books of the New Testament with the possible exception of 
Luke. I have not myself seen Evanson. 
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to the well-known view of F. C. Baur and the Tubingen school that 

the chief factor in the production of the genuine literary remains of 
the apostolic age was the controversy between the judaistic party 

in the church and the opposing liberal tendency represented by Paul, 

and that Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans were the prod­
ucts on the Pauline side of this conflict, B. Bauer in his Kritik der 

paulinischen Briefe, Berlin, 1850-52, assigned practically all the books 
of the New Testament, including all the so-called letters of Paul, to 

the second century. But, like Evanson before him, Bauer found no 

followers. 

In 1882 Professor A. D. Loman of Amsterdam began the publication 
of a series of Essays in Theologisch Tiidschrift under the title "Qures­
tiones Paulinre," in which, though recognising the existence of Paul, of 

whom we gain our most trustworthy knowledge in the "we-sections" 

of Acts, he maintained that we have no letters from Paul, and that 
all the letters accepted by Baur are in reality attempts to present an 

idealised Paul. 

A. Pierson, who in 1878 had incidentally expressed doubts of the 
genuineness of the Epistle to the Galatians, in 1886 joined with S. A. 

Naber in a volume entitled, Verisimilia: Laceram conditionem Novi 

Testamenti exemplis illustramnt et ab origine repetierunt. They ex­
plained all the New Testament books as the result of a Christian 
working-over of books produced originally by a liberal school of Jewish 

thought. The Pauline epistles in particular are the product of the 

editorial work of a certain Paulus Episcopus of the second century. 

Rudolf Steck, in Der Galaterbrief nach seiner &htheit untersucht, 

Berlin, 1888, maintains the historicity of the apostle Paul, but holds 

that like Jesus he wrote nothing. The four principal letters ascribed 
to Paul he maintains to have been written in the order: Romans, 

1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, by the Pauline School, the 

last being based upon the earlier ones. 

Van Manen at first vigorously opposed the views of Loman, but 
later himself advocated similar opinions. In his article "Paul," in 

Encyc. Bib. vol. III, col. 3603 ff., he contends that "we possess no 

epistles of Paul" (col. 3631), "and various reasons lead us so far as 
the canonical text [of Galatians] is concerned to think of a Catholic 

adaptation of a letter previously read in the circle of the Marcionites, 

although we are no longer in a position to restore the older form" 

(s;ol. 3627 ). 

It is no longer necessary to discuss these views at length. 

They belong already to the history of opinion rather than to 

living issues. Outside the limited circle of the writers named 
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above and a very few others* they have won no adherents either 
in England or America or on the Continent. The verdict of 
Germany as expressed by H. J. Holtzmann is accepted by 
scholars generally. "For ten years a determined effort was 
made by Holland and Switzerland to ascribe all of the epistles 
of Paul as not genuine to the second century. This attempt 
htts found no support from German theology" (N e:w World, 

June, 1894, p. 215). 

The student who is interested may consult the works above referred 
to for the views of the writers themselves, and for criticism of their 
views: Zahn, ZkWkL, 1889, pp. 451-466; Gloel, Die jilngste Kritik 

des Galaterbriefes, Erlangen, 1890; Schmidt, Der Galaterbrief im Feuer 
der ~ten Kritik, Leipzig, 1892; Godet, Introduction to the Epistles 

of St. Paul, 1894, pp. 230 ff.; Knowling, Witness of the Epistles, Lon­
don, 1892, chap. III; and Testimony of St. Paul to Christ, New York, 
1905, Preface and Lectures I and III; Schmiedel, article, "Galatians," 
in Encyc. Bib. vol. II, cols. 1617-1623; Clemen, Paulus, Giessen, 1904, 

vol. I, pp. 6-42; Lake, Earlier Epistles of St. Paul, London, 1911, chap. 
VII; rJ. also literature referred to by Moff. lntrod., p. 107, Knowl­
ing, and Schmiedel, op. cit. 

Modern criticism as represented by scholars of all schools of 
thought, with the few exceptions noted, ratifies the tradition 
of centuries that the letter to the Galatians was wiitten, as it 
claims to have been, by Paul, the Christian apostle of the first 

century. The internal evidence of the letter, with the vivid 
disclosure of a commanding personality and a tense and in­
tensely interesting situation, and the correspondence of that 
situation with that which is reflected in the other literature 
professing to come from the same author and period, supple­
mented by the external evidence, rather meagre though it is, 
furnish no ground or occasion, indeed, for any other opinion. 

•].Friedrich, Die Unuhthdl du GaJalerbriefs, r89r; Kalthoff, Die EISlsleltvng des CTtriJlen-

1"-s, 1904; Johnson, Anliqua Maler, 1887; Robertson, Pagan C/srisls. CJ. Knowling and 

Clemen, op. cil. i 
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VII. ANALYSIS OF THE LETTER. 

I. INTRODUCTION. 11•
10

• 

r. Salutation, including assertion of the writer's apos­
tolic authority 1

1
•5• 

2. Expression of indignant surprise at the threatened 

abandonment of his teaching by the Galatians, in 
which is disclosed the occasion of the letter 1 8•10• 

II. PERSONAL PORTION OF THE LETTER. 

The general theme established by proving the apostle's 

independence of all human authority and direct 
relation to Christ: 1IL221. 

1. Proposition: Paul received his gospel not from men. 
but immediately from God 111 11• 

2. Evidence substantiating the preceding assertion of 
his independence of human authority drawn from 

various periods of his life 1 13-221• 

a. Evidence drawn from his life before his conver­

sion 1 13• 14• 

fJ. Evidence drawn from the circumstances of his 
conversion and his conduct immediately there­

after 1 15•17• 

,. Evidence drawn from a visit to Jerusalem three 

years after his conversion 1 18•
20

• 

d. Evidence drawn from the period of his stay in 

Syria and Cilicia 121-2•. 
e. Evidence drawn from his conduct on a visit to 

Jerusalem fourteen years after the preceding 

one 21•10• 

/. Evidence drawn from his conduct in resisting 
Peter at Antioch 211-14. 

g. Continuation and expansion of his address at 

Antioch so stated as to be for the Galatians, 

also an exposition of the gospel which he 

preached 2 1M 1• 
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Ill. REFUTATORY PORTION OF THE LETTER. 

The doctrine that men, both Jews and Gentiles, become 
acceptable to God through faith rather than by works 
of law, defended by refutation of the arguments of 
the judaisers, and chiefly by showing that the "heirs 
of Abraham" are such by faith, not by works of 

law. Chaps. 3, 4. 

1. Appeal to the early Christian experience of the 
Galatians 31-&. 

2. Argument from the faith of Abraham, refuting the 
contention of his opponents that only through 
conformity to law could men become "sons of 

Abraham" 36• 9• 

3. Counter argument, showing that those whose stand­
ing is fixed by law are by the logic of the legalists 
under the curse of the law 310-14• 

4. Argument from the irrevocableness of a covenant 
and the priority of the covenant made with 
Abraham to the law, to the effect that the coven­
ant is still in force 316-18• 

5. Answer to the objection. that the preceding argu­
ment leaves the law without a reason for being 
319-22, 

6. Characterisation of the condition under law and, in 
contrast with it, the condition since faith came: 
then we were held in custody under law; now we 

are all sons of God, heirs of the promise 323•29• 

7. Continuation of the argument for the inferiority of 
the condition under law, with the use of the illus­
tration of guardianship 41• 7• 

8. Description of the former condition of the Galatians 
as one of bondage to gods not really such, and 

exhortation to them not to return to that state 
48-ll, 

9. Affectionate appeal to the Galatians to enter fully 
into their freedom from law, referring to their 
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former enthusiastic reception of the apostle and 
affection for him 412

-20• 

10. A supplementary argument, based on an allegorical 
use of the story of the two sons of Abraham, and 
intended to convince the Galatians that they are 
joining the wrong branch of the family 421 •31• 

IV. HORTATORY PORTION OF THE LETTER. 51-610 

1. Exhortations directly connected with the doctrine 
of the letter 5L65• 

a. Appeal to the Galatians to stand fast in their free­
dom in Christ 51-12• 

b. Exhortation not to convert their liberty in Christ 
into an occasion for yielding to the impulse of 
the flesh 51a-2G. 

c. Exhortation to restore those who fall, and to bear 
one another's burdens 61•5• 

2. Exhortations having a less direct relation to the 
principal subject of the epistle 66•10• 

V. CONCLUSION OF THE LETTER. 611-18 

1. Final warning against the judaisers 611•18• 

2. Appeal enforced by reference to his own sufferings 617• 

3. Final benediction 618• 

VIII. THE TEXT. 

Accepting in general the principles of Westcott and Hort, 
the author of this commentary has diligently examined the 
available evidence for the text of Galatians in the light of those 
principles. The result has naturally been the acceptance for 
the most part of the Westcott and Hort text; yet in a few cases 
the evidence has seemed to require the adoption of a different 
reading from that preferred by those eminent scholars. 

The evidence has been gained almost wholly from Tischen­
dorf, NOfJUm Testamentum Greece, ed. oct. crit. maj. Leipzig, 
1872. Use has also been made of Souter, NOfJUm Testamentum 

Gr<ece, Oxford, 1910, and, for the ms. H., of the reproductions 
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of it by Omont, Robinson, and Lake. See below, p. lxxvi. The 
notation is that of Gregory as found in Die griechischen Hand­

schriften des Neuen Testaments, Leipzig, 1908. 

The epistle is found in whole or in part in twenty-one uncial 

manuscripts, being complete in sixteen of them. The five 

instances in which it is incomplete are noted in the following 
list: 

N. Codex Sinaiticus. Fourth century. In Imperial Li­
brary, Petrograd. Edited by Tischendorf, 1862; 

photographic reproduction by H. and K. Lake, Ox­

ford, 19n. 

A. Codex Alexandrinus. Fifth century. In British Mu­

seum, London. Edited by Woide, 1786; N. T. por­
tion by Cowper, 1860; Hansell, 1864; in photo­

graphic facsimile, by E. Maunde Thompson, 1879; 

and again in photographic simile by F. G. Kenyon 

in 1909. 

B. Codex Vaticanus. Fourth century. In Vatican Library, 

Rome. Photographic facsimile by Cozza-Luzi, 1889; 

and a second issued by the Hoepli publishing house, 

1904. 

C. Codex Ephr<2mi Rescriptus. Fifth century. In National 

Library, Paris. As its name implies, it is a palimp­

sest, the text of the Syrian Father Ephrem being 
written over the original biblical text. New Testa­

ment portion edited by Tischendorf, 1843. Con­
tains Gal. 1 21, e1re,ra to the end, except that certain 

leaves are damaged on the edge, causing the loss of 

a few words. So e. g. ~i}Xos or ~i}Xo,, Gal. 520• 

DP. Codex Claromontanus. Sixth century. In National 
Library, Paris. Greek-Latin. Edited by Tischen­

dorf, 1852. 

EP. Codex Sangermanensis. Ninth century. In Petro­

grad. Greek-Latin. A copy, not very good, of 
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Codex Claromontanus. Hence not cited in the 
evidence. 

F. Codex Augiensis. Ninth century. In Trinity College, 
· Cambridge. Greek-Latin. Edited by Scrivener, 

1859. Closely related to Codex Bcernerianus. See 
Gregory, Textkritik, pp. II3 f. 

F•. Codex Parisiensis Coislinianus I. Seventh century. 
In National Library, Paris. Edited by Tischendorf 
in Mon. Sac. Ined. 1846. Contains Gal. 421, 22• 

GP. Codex Bcernerianus. Ninth century. In Royal Li­
brary, Dresden. Greek-Latin. Edited by Mat­

threi, 1791; photographic reproduction issued by the 

Hiersemann publishing house, Leipzig, 1909. 

H. Sixth century. The fragments of this ms. are scattered 
in six European libraries. The portion at Athos 
contains Gal. 1 1-4 214-17 ; that in the Imperial Library 
at Petrograd Gal. 1 4-10 2 9-14; that in the National 
Library in Paris Gal. 430-56• The portions known 
at that time were publlshed by Tischendorf in Mon. 

Sac. Ined. Bd. VIII; Duchesne published the Athos 
and Paris fragments in Archives des M issons sc. et 

lit. Ser. III, vol. 31 pp. 420-4291 Paris, 1876; and 
H. Omont published the entire ms. as then known . 
(forty-one leaves) in Notice sur un tres ancien manu­

scrit grec en onciales des epttres de Saint Paul, con­

served la Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, 1889; which 
is republished in Notices et Extraits des manuscrits 

de la Bibliotheque Nationale, vol. 33, pp. 145-192, 

Paris, 1890. From the offset on opposite leaves J. A. 

Robinson published sixteen pages of the ms., in­
cluding Gal. 427 -30 5s-10, in Texts and Studies, vol. III, 

No. 3, Cambridge, 1895. Kirsopp Lake reproduced 
the Athos fragments in facsimile and a transcribed 
text in Facsimiles of the Athos Fragment of Codex H 

of the Pauline Epistles, Oxford, 1905. The citations 
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of the text in this commentary are made from the 

publications of Omont, Robinson, and Lake. 

K. Codex Mosquensis. · Ninth century. In Moscow. 

L. Codex Angelicus. Ninth century. In Angelica Library 
in Rome. 

NP. Codex Petropolitanus. Ninth century. In Imperial 

Library, Petrograd. Contains Gal. 512-6'. 

P. Codex Porphyrianus. Ninth century. In Imperial Li­
brary, Petrograd. Published by Tischendorf in 

Mon. Sac. Ined. Bd. V, 1865. 

'1'. Eighth or ninth century. At the monastery of the 

Laura on Mt. Athos; unpublished. See Gregory, 

Textkritik, p. 94; Kenyon, Textual Criticism of N. T. 

p. 120. 

056. Tenth century. In National Library, Paris. See 

Gregory, Textkritik, p. 296, No. 19, p. 1047. 

o62. Fourth or fifth century. In Damascus. Contains only 

Gal. 41L5u. See Gregory, Textkritik, p. 1047. 

075. Tenth century. In National Library, Athens. See 

Gregory, Textkritik, p. 309, No. 382, p. 1061. 

0142. Tenth century. In Royal Library, Munich. See 

Gregory, Textkritik, p. 267, No. 46, p. 1081. 

0150. Tenth century. In Patmos. See Gregory, Textkritik, 

p. 3n, No. 413, p. 1081. 

0151. Twelfth century. In Patmos. See Gregory, Text­

kritik, p. 3n, Nos. 1 and 14, p. 1081. 

The text of the last seven mss. was not available for use in 

the text-critical notes of this commentary. 

Of the approximately six hundred cursive manuscripts which 

contain the epistle in whole or in part, almost all of them in 

whole, Tischendorf cites the evidence of sixty-six, manifestly, 
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however, for the most part only when they sustain the readings 
of the more ancient authorities, and some of them only once 

or twice. These sixty-six are r, 2, 3, 4, 5*, 6, ro, 31, 32, 33, 39, 

42, 88, 93, ror, ro2, ro3, ro4, r22, r8r, 205, 206, 209, 216, 2r8, 

234, 242, 263, 309, 314, 319, 322, 323, 326, 327, 328, 330, 336, 

356, 4242
, 429, 43r, 436, 440, 442, 450, 460, 462, 463, 464, 479, 

489, 605, 618, 642, 1905, r906, r908, r9rr, r912, 1913, r924, 

r92'7, r944, 1955, 2I 25• 
The readings for which Tischendorf cites these mss. are 

almost exclusively such as would be classed as pre-Syrian by 

Westcott and Hort. The attestation of the rival reading is in 
most cases either exclusively Syrian, or Western and Syrian. 

The pre-Syrian element is most clearly marked in the following 

six mss.: 

3r (Tdf. 37) the so-called Leicester Codex. Fifteenth cen­
tury. At Leicester, England. Described by J. Rendel Harris 

in The Origin of the Leicester Codex of the New Testament, Lon­

don, r887. 

33 (Tdf. r7). Ninth or tenth century. In National Library, 
Paris. Called by 'Eichhorn" the queen of the cursives." Cited 

by Tischendorf in Galatians more frequently than any other 

cursive. Contains the Prophets as well as Gospels, Acts, Cath. 
Epp. and Paul. 

424 (Tdf. Paul 67). Eleventh century. In Vienna. It is 

in the corrections of the second hand (4242
) that the pre-Syrian 

element especially appears. See Westcott and Hort, Introd. 

§ 212, p. 155. 

436 (Tdf. 80). Eleventh century. In the Vatican Library, 

Rome. 

442 (Tdf. 73). Thirteenth century. In Upsala. 

1908 (Tdf. 47). Eleventh century. In Bodleian Library, 
Oxford. 

The estimate of the testimony of certain groups of manu­
scripts which one gains from a study of the text of Galatians is 

in general quite in accordance with the value which Westcott 

• But according to Gregory, Tt%11mlik, p. 205, this ms. does not contain any part of Gala­
tians. 
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and Hort ascribe to these groups in the Pauline epistles in 
general. 

In the following one hundred and two instances (which in­
clude, it is believed, all except those in which either the varia­

tion or its attestation is unimportant) N and B agree and 
are supported by various groups of other uncials: 1 4• 10, 18, 18, 24 

2'• 6 (2)*, 6, 8, 9 (2), 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (3), 16 (4), 18 31, 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 13, 18, 

17 (2), 19, 22, 23 (2), 24, 29 (2) 42, 4, 6 (2), 7 (2), 8 (2), 14, 16 (3), 17 (2), 18, 11, 21, 

26, 26, 30 (2), 31 51 (6), 4, 7 (2), 10 (2), 12, 13, 14 (2), 16, 17, 19, 20 (2), 21, 23 (2), 

24, 2s 61 c2>, 3, 8 <2>, 9, 10, 12 <2>, 1a, 14 c2>, 15, 1s, 11. In 2 12 ;,>.Bev, 
which is the reading of NBDFG 39, 442, is undoubtedly 
an error, though manifestly very ancient. In 612 transcrip­
tional probability is against o,wKWPTa,, the reading of 

NBD, but intrinsic probability is strongly in its favour. In 

nearly half the remaining instances internal evidence, chiefly 

transcriptional probability, is clearly on the side of the reading 

of NB; in a considerable number of cases the external attesta­
tion of the rival reading is so weak as to leave no room for 

doubt that the reading of NB is the original; in no case other 

than the two named is there any strong evidence for the read­

ing opposed to that of NB. 

· N and B agree in supporting a reading unsupported by other 

uncials whose text is available in eight passages, viz., 37• 10, 14 

49, 18 , 19 521 610
• In 49 N and B stand quite alone. In 37 

their reading is found also in early fathers, in 314 in two ancient 

versions, Syr. (psh.) and Aeth., but in no other Greek manu­
script so far as noted. In the other passages their reading is 

supported by good cursives. Of the eight passages the NB 

reading is unquestionably correct in 610 ; almost unquestionably 

wrong in 418 ; in all the other instances it is accepted or given the 

preference by Westcott and Hort, and doubtless rightly, except 

in 49, where oov>.ev<Ta, seems clearly to be a corruption of the 

original text. 

N and B are opposed to one another in forty-four instances. 

In sixteen of these N is accompanied by A and by either C or P 

or both, and B is accompanied by FG (once G only) or D, 

• Fi&ures ill parentheses indicate the number of instances within tbe verse. 
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sometimes by both. The sixteen passages are 1 3• 
11

• 
15

• 
17

• 
18

; 

26, u, 20 4u. 2a, 2s, 28 526 62• 7, 13• Tried by internal evidence 

neither group can be said to be uniformly superior to the other. 

The reading of NA (C) (P) is preferred by Westcott and Hort 
in twelve of the sixteen instances; viz. in 1 3, 1s, 11, 18 26, 20 423 , 28 

526 62, 1, 13. Their judgment seems open to question in refer­

ence to 1 15 2 6 428, but in the other nine cases there seems no 

reason for doubt. 

In seven instances NACP, and in two instances NAP (C 

being lacking), are accompanied also by DFG, and B stands 

opposed to them supported by good cursives (33, 4242
), versions 

or fathers, but by no weighty uncial authority. These nine 

passages are 1
4

• 
12 

2
13

• 
16 319

• 
21 56 611

• 
15

• In five of these 

passages the B reading is probably the original. In 615 West­

cott and Hort are clearly right in accepting the reading of B 

without alternative. In all the rest they give both readings, 

one in the text, the other in the margin, preferring the NAC 

reading in four of the passages. 

In the remaining nineteen cases in which N and B are op­

posed to one another the division of evidence varies greatly. 

The B reading seems clearly preferable in 1 9 313
• 

28 (EXs 

€<1Te EP XpL<TT<p 'I17<1ov) 69• 17 ; the N reading in 48 423 (ciXX') 
423 (µev). In the other cases neither is clearly the orig­

inal, but the B reading is probably so in 1 8 (eva-y-yE>.tr11rai) 

2 16 328 (7raPTES) 425 51, 20 (riJ>.os) 618 ; the N reading in 5
17

• 

In 1 8 (vµ'iv) 321 
5

20 (epi0(ai), perhaps neither is original. 

On the whole it appears that when N and B support different 

readings ACP are much more likely to be associated with N, 

and DFG somewhat more likely to be with B. Thus A agrees 

with N thirty times, with B seven times; C agrees with N 

twenty-one times, with B nine times; P agrees with N twenty­

eight times, with B five times. D agrees with N nineteen 

times, with B twenty times. FG agree with N sixteen times, 

with B twenty-two times. There is a slight preponderance of 

probability in favour of a reading of N supported by A and 

either C or P as against the rival reading of B with its various 

support; but a reading of N without at least two of the group 



INTRODUCTION lxxxi 

ACP is very rarely original. The NACP group is stronger 
without the support of DFG than with it. In the instances in 
which the cursive 33 is quoted it agrees with N eight times, 
with B ten times. It is almost invariably on the side of the 

more probable reading, but it is possible that the record would 
be somewhat different if it had been cited in all the forty-four 

cases in which N and B are on opposite sides. 
It is not within the scope of this commentary to discuss the 

textual theory of Von Soden, nor has it been judged practicable 

to cite the evidence which he has assembled in addition to that 
of Tischendorf. His text of Galatians differs all told in forty­

six readings from that of Westcott and Hort. But this number 

gives an exaggerated impression of the real difference between 

the two texts. Of the forty-six instances of disagreement one 
(o CTa.pt 511) is the result of a palpable misprint in Von Soden. 

Nine are differences in the spelling of a word as, e. g., by the 
addition or omission of v movable. Three pertain to order of 

words, not affecting the sense. In eleven Westcott and Hort 

and Von Soden adopt the same reading, but Westcott and 

Hort admit an alternative reading which Von Soden ignores 
( 1 8, 15, 21 26, 1a, 21 42a 56 61, '· 18). In eleven Von Soden adopts (in 

ten cases without alternative, in one with alternative) the read­

ing to which Westcott and Hort give their second preference: 
viz., in 1 4 7rEpt for inrep; in 319 oil for liv; in 321 EiC POJJ,OV ~p a!I 

/ ,for E'P POJJ,f! a,p ~v; in 49 oovXEvEiP for oov;\.EvCTai; in 423 o,a -rfjs 

f 
~, . f ,.., , / f t ,.., , , • . 

or a,; m 428 vµ,Eis ••• e<1-re or "]JJ,Eis ••• e<1µ,ev; m 520 

epEis, tfiXo, for ep,s, tfiXos; in 612 'TOV xpi<1'TOV for 'TOV XP'CT'TOV 

['l'17CTov]; in 521 Ka{ in brackets for Ka{ in the margin. In 
eleven cases Von Soden adopts a reading which is not recog­

nised by Westcott and Hort and involves more than spelling 
or order of words, viz., in 1 8 Eva-y-yEX{t'll-ra, for Eva-y-yExtCT"]'Tai; 

in 323 CTV'YKEKXEi<1µ,evo, for CTVPKXEioµEPOi; in 426 -ydp for oe; 

in 430 KX'l7povoµ~CTTJ for KX'f'Jpovoµ~<1Ei; in 69 eKKaKroµEv for 

EJJKaKroJJ,EPj in 511 Oe for -ydp; in 610 ex_oJJ,EP for exwµEv; in 

31 adds [ev vµ'Lv] after enavpwµevos; in 427 [1rdvrwv] after 

JJ,~TTJP; in 521 [q,dvo,] after cp0cfvoi; and in 617 Kvptov before 

'l'f'JCTOV, With the exception of 521 none of these differences 
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affects the meaning of the passage further than in the shade of 

the thought or explicitness of expression. 

In a number of instances the reading adopted by Von Soden 
had before the publication of his text already been adopted 

for the present work in preference to that of Westcott and Hort. 
So, e. g., in 1 8 Eva-y-yEX(t71ra,, 2

14 ovxt, 321 EK 110µ,ov, 49 aovXEvEtv, 
428 vµlis ... e<TTe. 

An examination of the whole series fails to disclose any clear 

and constant principle underlying the text of Von Soden. 

But it is evident that he gives to B much less weight than do 
Westcott and Hort, rates NAC higher than they do, yet puts 

DFG still higher, and even at times prefers a reading supported 

by KLP to its rival supported by all the other uncials. 

For a discussion of the evidence of the ancient versions and 
the fathers the reader is referred to the standard treatises on 

Textual Criticism, such as Gregory, Textkritik des N euen Tes­

taments, vol. II, Leipzig, 1902; Canon and Text of the New Tes­

tament, New York, 1907; Kenyon, Textual Criticism of the· 

New Testament 2, London, 1912.· 

IX. BIBLIOGRAPHY.* 

This list does not include general works on Introduction to the New Tes­

tament or to the Pauline Epistles, or general treatises on the Life of Paul 
or the Apostolic Age, or New Testament Theology. Many treatises on 

special topics not included in this list are referred to in the body of the 

commentary. 

I. COMMENTARIES. 

For a list of Patristic Commentaries on the Epistle to the Galatians with 

characterisation of them, see Lightfoot, J.B., St. Paul's Epistle to the Gala­
tians, pp. 227-236; and Turner, C. H., "Greek Patristic Commentaries on 
the Pauline Epistles" in HDB, vol. V, pp. 484 if. See also Sanday and 

Headlam, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, pp. xcviiijf. 

• The intention has been in general to give the date of the first edition of each work listed 
and to indicate the existence of later editions when such were published. But as not all 
the works cited were at hand and as first editions were often inaccessible exactness of state­
ment can not be guaranteed in every case. The Commentaries marked with a • are of excep­
tional interest or value. 
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Faber, J., Epistol<e divi Pauli Apostoli: cum Commentariis. Paris, 1517. 

"'Luther, Martin, In Epistolam Pauli ad Galatas Commentarius. Leipzig, 

1519. German edition, 1525. 

*--, In Epistolam S. Pauli ad Galatas Commentarius ex Pr<electione D. 
M. Lutheri collectus. Wittenberg, 1535. (Not a revised edition of 
the preceding, but a distinct and larger work. See preface to the edi­

tion of J. C. Irmischer, Erlangen, 1843, 1844.) Many other editions 
and translations. For characterisation, see S. and H., p. ciii. 

Erasmus, Desiderius (Roterodamus), In Epistolam Pauli ad Galatas l'ara-

phrasis, Leipzig, 1519. 

Bugenhagen, J., Adnotationes in Epistolas ad Galatas, etc. Basle, 1527. 

Bullinger, Heinrich, Commentarii in omnes Epistolas Apostolorum.· 1537. 

Cajetan, Thomas de Vio, In omnes D. Pauli et aliorum Epistolas Commen-

tarii. Lyons, 1539. 

*Calvin, J., Commentarii in quatuor Pauli Epistolas (Gal. Eph. Phil. Col.). 

Geneva, 1548. 

*--, In omnes Pauli Apostoli Epistolas Commentarii. Geneva, 1565. 

Various lat~r editions and translations. 
Beze, Theodore de, Novum Testamentum ... ejusdem Th. Bez<e Annota­

tiones. Geneva, 1565. 

Prime, John, Exposition and Observations upon St. Paul to the Galatians. 

Oxford, 1587. 

Piscator, Johannes, Commentarii in omnes Libros Novi Testamenti. Herborn, 

1613. 

Estius, Guilelmus, In omnes Pauli, Epistolas Commentarii. Douay, 1614. 

Lapide, Cornelius a (C. Van den Steen), Cqmmentarius in omnes D. Pauli 

Epistolas. Antwerp, 1614. Numerous later editions. 

Orellius, Johann, Commentarius in Epistolam Pauli ad Galatas. Racov, 1628. 

Grotius, Hugo (Huig van Groot), Annotationes in Novum Testamentum. 

Paris, 1644. See S. and H., p. civ. 
Cocceius, Johannes (Johann Koch), Commentarius in Epistolam ad Galatas. 

Leyden, 1665. 

Calov, Abraham, in Biblia Novi Testamenti illustrata. Frankfort, 1676. 

Locke, John, A Paraphrase and Notes on St. Paul to the Galatians, Corin­

thians, etc. London, 1705. 

*Bengel, Johann Albrecht, in Gnomon Novi Testamenti. Tiibingen, 1742. 

See S. and H., p. ciii. 
Michaelis, Johann David, Paraphrasis und Anmerkungen uber die Briefe 

Pauli an die Galater, Epheser, etc. Bremen, 1750. Ed. altera, 1769. 

Wetstein (or Wettstein), J. J., Novum Testamentum Grcuum. Amsterdam, 

1751, 1752. 
Semler, Johann Salemo, Paraphrasis Epistol<e ad Galatas, cum Prolegomenis, 

Notis, etc. Magdeburg, 1779 . 

.Matthaei, P. F., Pauli Epislolrz ad Galatas, Ephesios, u Philippenses. Ed • 

.altera, Riga:, 1784-
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Riickert, Leopold Immanuel, Commentar uber den Brief Pauli an die Galater. 
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Usteri, L., Kommentar uber den Galaterbrief. Zurich, 1833. 
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*Wette, Martin Leberecht de, Kurze Erkliirung des Briefes an die Galater, 

etc. Leipzig, 1841, in Kurzgefasstes exegetisches Handbuch :mm Neuen 
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Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. London, 1854. Various subsequent 
editions. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 

I. INTRODUCTION (11-10). 

1. Salutation, including the assertion of the writer's 

apostolic commission (11·•) • 

. The apostle Paul, writing to the churches of Galatia (who 
had received the gospel from him, but were already, under 

the influence of preachers who held a different type of Christian 

thought, on the point of abandoning the gospel as Paµl had 

taught it to them to accept the teachings of these other preach­

ers), affirms in the very salutation of the letter his direct com­

mission as an apostle from Jesus Christ and God the Father, 
making mention also in this connection, doubtless as against 

the declaration or insinuation of his ·opponents that only a per­

sonal follower of Jesus could be an apostle, of the fact that the 

Christ still lives, having been raised from the dead by the 

Father. -Invoking upon them grace and peace from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, he adds to this usual element 

of his epistolary salutation a characterisation of Jesus Christ, 
emphasising his mission of Saviour of men from their sins, as 

against the conception of law as the means of salvation, which 

the preachers who had succeeded him in Galatia held. 

Paul, an apostle, not from men nor through man, but through 

Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead, 2and 

all the brethren that are with me, to the churches of Galatia: 3grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

'who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of 

the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 
1to whom be the glory for ever. Amen. 

I 
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1. ITaiiM<; IJ.'t1'da-ro~, "Paul an apostle." By the addition 
of the word lt:rrda-ro">,,o,; to his name, at the very opening of the 

epistle Paul claims to be one who is divinely commissioned to 
preach the gospel of Christ and authorised to plant Christianity. 
The apostleship as conceived by him involved the idea of the 
church cecumenical, Christianity as an organic whole, not sim­
ply isolated centres of effort, and of divine appointment in rela­
tion to it. To the apostles was committed the task of laying 

the foundations of the church (1 Cor. 36
• 

10 Eph. 320) and among 
those who were endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the 
building up of the church they constituted the highest rank 
(1 Cor., chap. 12, esp. v. 28 ; cf. Eph. 411• 12). These facts gave 
to them a responsibility and right above that of any other class 
in the church. While this was apparently generally recognised 
there was much controversy over the question to whom this 
responsibility and right belonged. In Paul's view they belonged 
neither exclusively to any individual nor to a college of apostles 
as such. The function of the apostle, neither limited on the 
one side to a local church, nor extended on the other to the 
whole world, was defined as respects each apostle or group of 
apostles by the divine commission which made them apos­
tles. See Rom. 1 1• 5, in which S. and H. rightly translate 
ev 'Tl'Mt11 Toi,; l011eaw "among all the Gentiles"; 1 Cor. 92; 

but esp. Gal. 2 8• Respecting the origin of the apostolic 
order or class, the qualifications, rights, and responsibilities of 
an apostle, and the limitations of his authority, see detached 
note on 'A7rdt1'To"'A.or;, p. 363. It is evident from what follows 
in the epistle both that Paul's representation of the con~ 
tent of the gospel had been declared to be incorrect by those 
who had visited Galatia since Paul was there, and that they 
had denied his right to assume the function or claim the rights 
of an apostle. This denial Paul meets, in the very salutation 
with which the letter opens, by the affirmation of his apostle­
ship, which he claims to possess not to the exclusion of others, 
but along with others; note the absence of the article before 
a'Tl'da-ro">,,o,; and cf. 1 17 2 8• The title is certainly not here, and 

probably not in ~e salutation of any of his letters, a mere title 
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of dignity, but involves an assertion, the maintenance of which 
is essential to the purpose of the letter. CJ. x Cor. 11 2 Cor. 11 

Rom. 11 x Thes. 28, etc. 
ov,e l1t1r' a118pro7rru11 ovoe Ot' a118pro7rov "not from men nor 

through man." The first phrase denies that Paul's apostleship 
had a human source, the second that it had come to him through 
a human channel, by human agency. Paul claims not only to be 
an apostle, but to have an apostleship which is in no sense in­
direct, dependept, or secondary. This fact is important for the 
understanding of the whole personal portion of the letter. It is 
evident that his opponents were substantially in agreement with 
Paul himself in holding that the right of self-directed presenta­
tion of the gospel, and the laying of foundations, belonged to the 
apostles as a definite class in the church. Apparently, also, 
they held respecting apostles much the same view which Acts 
121

• 
22 represents Peter as holding respecting the Eleven, viz.: 

that authority to add to the number lay with the Jerusalem 
church. With this idea of the basis on which additions to the 
Eleven were to be made they apparently associated the view 
that any one whose teaching differed from that of the Jerusalem 

church, in which the influence of James and the Twelve was 
dominant, was either an altogether• unauthorised and false 
teacher, or a renegade associate or representative of the Twelve 
and a perverter of the true teaching; in either case no true 
apostle. It is not wholly clear in which class Paul's critics had 

placed him. But the nature of his reply, in which he denies 
with emphasis any kind of dependence on men in general (11• 11), 

or the apostles in particular (118• 17), combined with the facts 
mentioned in 1 18-24 in themselves considered, makes it probable 
that his opponents looked upon him, not indeed as having been 
commissioned as an apostle by the Twelve, but as one who hav­
ing received instruction from them had perverted their teach­

ing, and thereby deprived himself of all right as a Christian 
teacher. His claim to be an apostle they would doubtless have 
treated as wholly groundless. This denial of authority he an­
swers, not as Barnabas or Mark might have done, with the 
assertion that he was true to the teaching of the Twelve, but 
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by affirming that he possessed an independent apostleship, neither 

derived from a human source nor through a human channel. 

The preposition ,b:6 expresses source in its simplest and most general 

form; hence it is the most natural preposition to use to express clearly 

the idea of source as distinguished from that of agency expressed by lltii. 

By oux ci1t' . . • civ6p&itou the apostle denies definitely and specifically 

that either the source or the agency of his apostleship was human. 

The phrase oux ci'lt' civ6pw,cwv is evidently qualitative, denying human 

origin in the broadest possible way without of itself directing the mind 

to any particular persons. Even the generic plural with the article, 

ol &v8pw1tot, is used very freely in N. T., not to denote the totality 

of the race, but in reference to any group of men thought of as actually 

existing, though unnamed and unidentified. See Mt. s"· "· 19 61
• 

15 

Rom. 1411 1 Cor. 1" Col. 2 1, "· But the noun without the article is more 

clearly and emphatically qualitative, being nearly equivalent in the 

genitive to the adjective "human," or with e~ or ci1t6 to the phrase 

"of human origin." See Rom. 1 18, ,c,xaa:v ••• cilltxlav civ6pw'ltlllv, 

"every form of human iniquity"; 1 Cor. 2•, 1-'-TJ ..• ev aoq,/g: civ6pw,cwv 

cil.l.' ev !iuva,m 6eou, "not in human wisdom but in divine power"; also 

Phil. 2 1 Mt. 15• 21 26 , "· It is in this broad sense that Paul uses the 

phrase here. Yet vv. 18, 17 leave no doubt that in using it he has 

especially in mind the primitive apostles, or the Christian church '.in 

Jerusalem, in which they were the dominant influence, it being from 

this source that his opponents would hold that he ought to have derived 

his apostleship in order to make it valid. In like manner, although 

the singular is much less commonly used with qualitative force than 

the plural, o6!is llt' civ6pw,cou is probably to be taken simply as denying 

human agency, and is better translated ":through man" than "through 

a man." CJ. Acts 17" Rom. r,. 3• Gal. 111, " 2•. 

Though it is evidently no part of the apostle's purpose in this verse 

to set forth his conception ·of the nature or mission of Christ, yet his 

language indirectly and partially reflects his thought on that subject. 

The antithesis between oulls U civOp&itou and lltd: 'l'l)aou Xp1a,;oii, even 

though to the latter is joined ltGlt! 0Eou 1toc't"p6,;, and the very fact of the 

close association of 'l'l)aou Xpta't"ou with 8aou "JCGlt't"po,; after the one 

preposition 1M, combine to indicate that Paul distinguished Jesus 

Christ from men; not indeed in the sense that he denied that he was 

man (cf. 1 Cor. 15"), but that this term did not state the whole, or 

even the most important truth about him. Even had Paul believed 

that his apostleship came from God through his fellow apostles, he 

could never have written oulli llt' civ8pw1tou, cil.M i!11d: 't"WY ci1to<:J't"6l.wv 

u! Oeou 1toc't"p6,;, or even cil.l.d: lltd: 't"!i>Y ci"JCoa,;ol.wv xoc! ci1to 8eou ,ca:'t"p6i;. 

See detached note on Il<X't"-t,p as applied to God, p. 384, and on Thd 

Titles aM Prdk<Stu of Jesus, p. 392. 
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The change from the plural, civ8pW'lt<,lY, to the· singular, ch8pw'lt0u, is 
probably purely stylistic, it being natural to think of a possible human 

source of authority as composed of a group of men, and of the agent 
of its transmission as a single person. The plural may, indeed, be in 

some measure due to the fact that the source of authority which he 
had particularly in mind to deny was a group, the apostles. But there 

is no corresponding explanation of the singular. Zahn interprets o~!Sl 

i!lt' ch6pW'ltou as a denial of a charge that he had received his apostleship 
through a certain unnamed person, most probably Barnabas. But 

this view overlooks the fact that Paul is here denying, not that he 

received his apostleship in the way in which they alleged he had, but 
that he had obtained it as they alleged he (not having been one of the 

original group) must have received it if it were genuine. They did not 
say, "You received your apostleship from men, and through a man, 

therefore it is not genuine," but "You should. thus have received it," 

and Paul's answer is that he received it in a way far above this, which 
made human source and human agency wholly superfluous. 

aXXa 0£11, 'l?JUOV XptUTOV 1'al Oeov 'TT'aTpd~ "but through 

Jesus Christ and God the Father." Three facts are specially 
noticeable in reference to this expression: (1) the use of oid 

rather than a'TT'd, indicating that the apostle is speaking not 

simply of a source of his apostleship between which and him­

self there intervenes an agent, but of the channel through 

which it came to him, or of the imme.diate source of it (see on 
meanings of oid below); (2) the addition of ,cal Oeov 'TT'aTpch to 

'l?Juov XptuTov, showing that he is not thinking simply of the 

agency through which his apostleship came to him, but also 
of the source, than which, being ultimate, there can be no higher;· 

(3) the governing of both substantives by the one preposition 

but once expressed, showing that Jesus Christ and God the 

Father are not separated in his Inind as sustaining different rela­

tions to his apostleship, but are conceived of jointly and as sus­

taining one relation. Taken together, therefore, the whole ex­

pression bears the meaning "directly from Jesus Christ and 

God the Father." Had he thought of Christ as the agent and 
God as the source he must have written o,a 'l?]UOV XptUTOV ,cal. 

a'TT'O Oeov 'TT'aTpd~; if of God and Christ, as jointly source only, 

a7r0 'l?JUOV XpWTov Kal Oeov 'TT'aTpch, which, however, would 

not have furnished a proper antithesis to &' avOprlnrov, since 

it would have left open the possibility of a human channel. 
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.:1~ with the genitive, in addition to its use with reference to spatial 
and temporal relations, expresses means or instrument, which with a 

personal object merges into the idea of agency; but in three ways: (a) 
Expressing mediate agency. This use o( the preposition grows natu­

rally and most directly out of the spatial sense of the preposition 

"through," the governed substantive being thought of as standing 
between the source of power and the person or thing affected, and as 

transmitting the power. See, e. g., Rom. 1• 51 1 Cor. 2 10 et freq. (b) 
• The idea of mediateness falling into the background or disappearing, 

a,d: is used with a word denoting that which is at the same time source 
' and agent; in such cases, while the preposition itself perhaps expresses 

, only agency, the conception of mediateness implying something behind 

\ the agent is lost, and the fact that the agent is also source is separately 
'~xpressed or implied in the nature of the case. See Tb. s. v. A. 

III 1 and such passages as Rom. :u11 1 Cor. 1•. (c) The idea of 

agency merging into that of conditioning cause (viz. that which, though 

not the instrument of the action, or its ultimate source, is necessary 
to its accomplishment), !l,<i is used with reference to that which, so to 

speak, stands behind the action and renders it possible. So, e. g., 

Acts 1• Rom. 1• 15•• 1 Thes. 4•. 

I 
In the phrase cl,' av8pW'll:ou, !l,<i evidently expresses mediate agency, 

since source is separately expressed by a,c' av8pW'll:c,w, and the thought 

of man as a conditioning cause standing behind and rendering possible 
the action by which Paul became an apostle is excluded by the obvious 

nature of the facts. But the 1!16: with 'l-qaou Xp,inou, though evi­

dently suggested by the use of !l,d: with av8pW1COu, is used rather with 

the second meaning (b). The idea of mediateness is not required by 
any antithetical d:,c6, and in respect to 8,ou -,;a,;p6\;, which is also gov­

erned by this same ~M, the idea of mediateness is excluded, since it 

can not be supposed that the apostle thinks of a more ultimate source 

than God of which God is the agent.* Nor is it probable that the idea 

of mediateness is present even in respect to 'l-qaou Xp,inou, since 
neither is a,c6 used with 8eou 1ta-rp6; nor is !l,41 even repeated before it; 

instead the two substantives are closely bound together under the 

government of one preposition, which probably therefore has the same 
force with both of them. The whole phrase !l,cl: 'l-qaou ••• -r:iZ'tp6\; 

is accordingly antithetical not to a,• d:vOpmu only, but to a-,;' av8pC:,,cw11 

and a,• avOpw,cou, being the positive correlative of the negative oOx . . • 
d:v8pw1tou. 

Tov ryetpall'T'o<; avTov e,c ve,cpC,v, "who raised him from the 

dead." By this characterisation of God Paul reminds his 
• CJ. Philo, Lei. Alleg. I 41 (13): TO. µ.iv ICO.~ inrO BeoV y,veTO.l ««Ls .. · e1.in-oii, T<l Bi itwO Beoii µ.ev, 

ov &, e1vTou &,. Ho illustrates this general statement by the assertion that the mind of 

man is created both by and through God, the irrational parts of the soul by God but not 
through God, being produced through the reasoning power that rules in the soul. 
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readers, who may have been told that Paul could not be an 

apostle because he was not a follower of Jesus in the flesh, that 

Jesus rose from the dead, and that it was the risen Christ who 

had given him his commission. 

Of the apostle's motive for adding this expression there have been 
many theories. See a considerable number of them in Sief. That of 

Wies., who regards the reference to the resurrection as intended to sub­

stantiate on the one hand the superhuman nature and divine sonship 
of Jesus, which is implied in ou!ie !it' cxv6pw1tou and in the association 

of Jesus with the Father, and on the other hand the fatherhood of 

God, intrudes into the sentence a Christological and theological inter­
est which is quite foreign to its purpose. The words ouo~ • • • 'ICGt't'p6<; 

undoubtedly reflect incidentally the apostle's conception of God and 

Christ, but they are themselves introduced for the purpose of estab­
lishing the main point, Paul's independent apostleship, and it is wholly 

improbable that the added words, 't'OG eyelpGtV't'o<;, etc., were injected 
to confirm the incidentally reflected thought. Sief. himself, taking in 

general the same view, goes beyond probability in supposing that the 
phrase conveys a reference to the resurrection of Christ as that through 

which God manifested his paternal love to the Son in the highest de­

gree and established him in the full status of Son, this fact being in turn 
the basis on which Paul's call into the apostleship is made possible. 

The evident emphasis of the sentence upon Paul's apostleship, its in­

dependence and its validity, makes it improbable that there underlay 
it, unexpressed, any such elaborate and indirect reasoning. Nor is the 

fact that 't'ou syelpGtV't'o<; limits OeoG 1tGt't'p6<; sufficient to set this objec­

tion aside. Having, according to his usual custom (enforced in this 

case by special reasons) joined the names of Christ and God closely 

together, the only way in which he could then make reference to the 

fact of the resurrection without inconvenient circumlocution was by a 

phrase limiting OeoG 'ICGt't'p6<;. A similar objection holds against most 
of the interpretations enumerated by Sief., and against that of Beet, 

who introduces the thought that the Father, when raising Jesus from 
the dead, with a view to the proclamation of the gospel throughout 

the world, was himself taking part personally in the mission of the 

apostles. 
The word eyelpr.> is Paul's regular term for the raising from the 

dead. He uses it in this sense 35 times, in 10 instances in the active, 
in 25 in the passive (exclusive of Eph. and the pastorals), only twice in 

any other sense (Rom. 1311 Phil. 1 17). He employs cxv!a't'T)µt of rising 

from the dead in 1 Thes. 4"· " only. In the gospels and Acts both 
terms are used with approximately equal frequency, except that Mt. 

has a decided preference for eyelpr.> (pass.), using civla't'lj\l,t but once, 
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though it appears as a variant in three other passages also. There is 
apparently little or no distinction in thought between the two terms. 
The general usage of iyelpw suggests a waking out of sleep, that of 

avlcr.'l)IJ.t a rising up from a recumbent position, but this distinction 
affects the terms as used of the resurrection from the dead at most 
merely in the outward form of the thought. Both verbs are frequently 

followed by tx vexpwv. For iydpw (act.), see Rom. 4" gu 10•; (pass.), 

Rom. 6•· • 1 Cor. 15"• "· Only rarely do ix -twv vexpwv (see 1 Thes. 
1", where, however, AC omit 't"WV and WH. bracket it, and Eph. 514, a 

quotation from some unidentified source) and a1to -twv vutpwv (Mt. 14•) 

occur. The omission of the article is probably due to the expression 

being a fixed prepositional phrase. See Slaten, Qualitative Nouns in 

the Pauline Epistles, p. 25, Chicago, 1918. 

2. /Ca£ ol <TUii eµo, 7rdll'T~ aoe'A.cf,ot, "and all the brethren 

that are with me." The term "brethren" is one which accord­

ing to Paul's usage and that of the early Christians generally 

(r Thes. r• 2
1 r Cor. 511 65

• 8 812
, et freq. in Paul; Jas. r2 1 Pet. 512 

1 Jn. 313 Rev. 1210
; Clem. Rom. 1 1

; Ign. Philad. 51-much less 

frequent in the early fathers than in N. T.) usually meant "fel­

low-Christians." See below on v. 11• The fact that it is Paul's 
usual habit to join with himself in the address of a letter one or 

two of his closest companions and fellow-labourers (see esp. 1 

Cor. 11 and cf. 1620
; 2 Cor. 1 1 and cf. 1311• 12 ; Phil. 11, and cf. 421 , 

22 ; 

Col. 11 and cf. 410
, 

12
• 14), the distinction which he apparently 

makes in Phil. 421
• 

22 between "the brethren with him" and the 

resident Christians, and the fact that a temporary sojourner in 

a place would more naturally refer to the residents of the place 

as "those with whom I am staying" or more generally as "the 

brethren of such a place," than "the brethren that are with 

me," makes it probable that the phrase here designates not the 

Christians of the place in general (as Wies., Zahn, and Bous. 

maintain), but his fellow-missionaries {so Hilg., Ltft., Ell., 
Sief., Beet). 

The purpose of this association of his companions witli himself in 
the writing of the letter does not clearly appear. If the persons thus 
named took any part in the composition of tlie letter, we are unable 

now to detect their part, or even that they had any such. Even in 
I Thes. where Paul uses the first person plural in the first two chapters 

and part of tlie third (cf. Frame on 1. 1) it is probable that while the 
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pronoun at first includes the companions named at the beginning, they 
took no actual part in the composition of the letter, being only in the 
background of his thought, as 2 11 itself shows. But in Gal. the almost 
uniform use of the first person singular for the author, not only in 
narrative passages (such as 1 12-11, "• u 21-u 4•a-1•) and in those in which 

the pronoun might be supposed to be rhetorically used for the Chris­
tian believer as such (21s-,1), but in those in which the writer speaks of 
himself as such, referring to what he is at the moment saying (1•• ••· 11, •• 

3'• "· 17 41
, "· \Mt 52, •· ,0-1,, 11 611), practically excludes the possibility of 

any partnership in the writing of the letter. The first person plural is 

usually "we Jews," or "we Christians." Only in 1 •· • can it be taken 
as an epistolary plural referring to Paul himself (see Dick, Der: schrift­

stellerisclre PluraJ bei Paulus, IC)OO), and even here more probably (see 
on those vv.) as a designation of the apostle and 'his companions. But 
in 1•, at least, these are apparently referred to, not as with him at the 

moment of writing, but when he was preaching in Galatia; and that 
"the brethren with me" here referred to were his companions in Gala­
tia is rather improbable, since had those who shared with him in the 
preaching of the gospel in Galatia been with the apostle at the moment 
of writing it is likely that, instead of there being no other reference to 
them in the letter than this obscure one, they would have received at 

least as much recognition as in 1 Thes. Paul gives to Timothy and 
Silas. Nor does it seem likely that the brethren here referred to are 
intended to be understood as indorsing the apostle's statements. The 
mention of them seems rather, as in Paul's salutations generally, mainly 
at least, an act of courtesy, though doubtless carrying with it the impli­
cation that the brethren were aware of his writing the letter, and were 
not averse to being mentioned in it. 

The question who these brethren were is, of course, inseparably con­
nected with the question where and when the letter was written. If 

it was written to the churches of southern Galatia from Corinth on 
the second missionary journey (see Introd., pp. xlvii_ff.) we can name 
none who were more probably included than Silas and Timothy, 
who were with Paul in Macedonia and Achaia on this journey, his first 
into that region (1 Thes. 11 31• •· • 2 Thes. 11 2 Cor. 111 Acts 1710, " 18•). 

If it was written from Antioch between the second and third journeys, 
Timothy or Titus was very likely among those referred to. Both were 
with Paul on the latter journey (2 Cor. 1 1 2 11). Titus had been with 
Paul in Antioch before the writing of this letter (Gal. 21), perhaps 
about three years before, and was sent by him to Corinth in connection 
with the trouble in the Corinthian church (2 Cor. 2 12• 11 7• 12"), prob­
ably about three years after the writing of the letter to the Gala­
tians, if it was written at Antioch; but his movements in the interval 
we can not trace. If it was sent from Ephesus or Macedonia, there is 
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a still wider range of possibilities (1 Cor. 11, 11 1610-u," 2 Cor. 1• 21• 

811·"· That the Galatians knew who were referred to, or would be 
informed by those who bore the letter, is rendered probable by the very 

omission of the names. On the use of the term a~s).ip6c;, see on 1 11• 

TaL<; €/CICA'YJ<rtat<; Ti}<; raxa-r{a<;• "to the churches of Gala­

tia." On the location of these churches see Introd., p. xxi. 
On the use of the word e,c,c).'Y/uta, in N. T. see detached 

note, p. 417. The most notable characteristic of this salutation 

is the total lack of such commendatory words as are found in 
the address of all other Pauline letters (see below). This is 

commonly and doubtless rightly explained as reflecting the 

apostle's perturbation of mind mingled with indignation against 
the fickle Galatians. CJ. on Oavµdsw, v. 6• 

1 and 2 Thes. are addressed 't"Tl exitA'Y)aiqc 9aaaa:).ovtxi!wv ev 8alji 'lt:a:'t"pl 

:x.a:l :x.upllj) 'l'Y)aou Xpta't"Gi, with iiµGiv after 'lt:Cl't"p! in 2 Thes. In 1 and 2 

Cor. the address is -tjj exx).'Y)alqc 't"ou 8so0 't"Tl o!!an ev Kop/v8<t>, the first 
letter adding ii,ta:aµi!votc; EY Xpta't"lji 'l'Y)aoO, ltA'YJ't"Ot,; d:1 /otc; etc., the 

second adding auv 't"oi,; d:1/ot,; 'lt:iiatv, etc. None of the later Pauline 

letters, from Rom. on, have the term exxA'Y)aia: in the address, but all 
those addressed to communities have a phrase designating the mem­
bers of the community and always including the word dE,to,;. 

3. -x,dpt<; vµ'iv ,cat elp~V'YJ "grace to you and peace." These 

words form a part of the benediction which in every Pauline 

letter is included in the opening salutation, usually forming the 

last words of it. The first word is perhaps connected with the 
common Greek salutation -x,atpe,v, with which also the Ep. of 

Jas. begins (Jas. 11, cf. Mayor, The Epistle of St. James, pp. 30, 

31; Acts 1523 2326), but; if so, is a decidedly Christian version of 

it. elp~v'YJ is the Greek word which represents the Semitic sal­

utation, Hebrew, Ci7~, Aramaic, C?f?, used both in personal 

greeting (Lk. 106 2436) and at the beginning of a letter (Ezr. 417 

57
). Yet this term also takes on a deeper religious significance 

than it commonly bore as a salutation among the Hebrews. 

-x,dpt<; is a comprehensive term for that favour of God towards 

men which is the basis of their salvation. It includes the ideas 

of love, forbearance, desire to save. elp~v'YJ denotes the blessed 

state of well-being into which men are brought and in which 
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they are kept by the divine -x,dpii;. For a fuller discussion, 

see detached notes, pp. 423 and 424, The words stand with­
out the article because the thought of the sentence calls for a 
qualitative not an individualising representation of grace and 

peace. CJ., on the other hand, Gal. 618• 

a:rro 0eov ,raTpo<; i}/J,6'V ,cat ,cvp{ov 'l17uov XptUTOV, "from God 

our Father anc;l the Lord Jesus Christ." These words also, or a 

phrase but slightly different from them, are found in the saluta­

tion of every Pauline letter except I Thes. and Col. They are 

undoubtedly to be taken as limiting both -x,dpii; and elp,,v17. It 
is characteristic of the apostle's method of thought that he 

joins together God the Father and Christ the Lord as jointly 

source of grace and peace. Any attempt to discriminate sharply 

their respective shares in the bestowment of these blessings 

would lead us away from the apostle's thought. The entire 

sentence constitutes in effect a prayer for the Galatians that 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ may be gracious to 

them, may look upon them not in wrath, but in favour that 

brings salvation, and that (as a consequence) they may be in 

a state of spiritual well-being. 
Concerning 0eov ,raTpoi;, see detached note, on IIaT'JP as ap­

plied to God pp. 384 ff., and on ,cvp{ov as applied to Christ, see 

detached note on the Titles and Predicates of Jesus, pp. 399 ff. 

'H.-.wv stands after 1t01-rp6c; in NAP 33 al plu. 20 fu. demid. Chr. 
Ambrst.; after itupfou in BDFGHKL, 31, 1908, al 20 fere de f g Vg. Syr. 

(psh. hard. pal.) Arm. Goth. Victorin. Hier.; in Boh. Aeth. in both places. 
The external evidence is indecisive; the reading of NAP, etc., may be 

regarded as non-Western and its rival as Western, or it may be Alex­

andrian and its rival non-Alexandrian. Intrinsic probability favours 

the reading of NAP (after 1t01-rp6c;); see Rom. 17 1 Cor. 11 2 Cor. 1• 

Eph. r• Phil. 1• Col. 1• Phm. 3 (contra Eph. 621 2 Thes. 1• 1 Tim. 1• 

2 Tim. 1• Tit. 1•), and transcriptional probability is certainly not 

against it. On the whole the preponderance of probability is slightly 

on the side of 1t01-rpbc; ~.-.wv. 

4. TOV OOVTO<; eaVTOV inrep T6JV aµ,apTL6JV ij/J,6'V "who gave 

himself fol," our sins." In itself the expression TO oovvai eaVTOV 

may perfectly well refer to a devotion of one's self in service, 
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but the general usage of Paul so associates the death of Christ 
with deliverance from sin as to leave no reasonable doubt that 

he here refers especially if not exclusively to Jesus' voluntary 

surrender of himself in his death. See Rom. 56, 8 I Cor. I53 Gal. 
2 20. Similarly vrrep T. aµ.~µ. in itself means (to achieve some­

thing) "in relation to our sins." But Paul's conception of sin 

and its effects on men and the relation of Jesus' death to it, as 

elsewhere expressed, and the following expression, ~7r6'1; • • • 

7rovr,pov, leave no doubt that in his thought deliverance from 

sins is that which is to be achieved in respect to them. Since 
the apostle elsewhere associates the death of Jesus with de­

liverance both from the power of sin over one's life (Rom. 61•11) 

and from the condemnation under which it brings men (chap. 

311• 14 Rom. 323•26 59 • 10), either of these aspects of salvation may 
be in mind here. But as the association of ,the death with the 

forensic aspect is somewhat more frequent in Paul, and as it is 

this phase which is prominent in this epistle, it is probably this 

that the apostle has chiefly in mind here. On the meaning of 

aµa(Y'(a, see detached note, pp. 436 ff. 

On the usage of !Soii11a1 ec(U-t6v, see Polyb. 8.1811 : oB'tt&lc;·lftl !Swae1v b 

Bwl1c; ec(u-tbv e!c; 't'TJY ;u:,eiCXY: "So Bolis said he would give himself 
to the matter"; 10. 610 : ,hd 'ltp&~e1c; au-tbv l!Swite ni..b.l,; 1tapcl: -toic; 

1toi..lorc; «'ln)A'lt1aid11ac;: "He undertook affairs regarded by most as per­
fectly hopeless"; r Mac. ·2" 1· and exx. from papyri and inscriptions 
referred to by Nageli, W ortschatz, p. 50, in none of which does it seem 
to mean to lay down one's life. On the other hand, see Jos. Ant. 2. 144 

(61). For a discussion of !Soiiv011 'tT)Y ,j,u,c-ljv au-toii in Mk. 10" Mt. 
20", and of 'tT)Y ,j,u,c-ljv 8eiva1 in Jn. 10", see Burton, Smith, and Smith, 

Biblical Ideas of Atonement, pp. u4jf. 
The preposition udp primarily signifies "over" in a local sense, but 

it is not so used in N. T. Its common use there is in the sense "on 
behalf of," "for the benefit of," followed by a personal term. See, 
e. g., chap. 2•• r Cor. r" Rom. 511t .• The modification of this meaning 
which the preposition necessarily undergoes when used with an abstract 
noun gives it a telic force, ·'to accomplish something for, or in respect 
to," the thing to be accomplished being in each case implied in the 
nature of the thing which stands as the object of the preposition. With 
most abstract nouns the meaning is approximately "for the promotion 
of": thus in Jn. II', u'ltap -ti'j,; a6~-ri,; -toii Oeoii, "for the promotion or 
manifestation of the glory of God"; 2 Cor. r•, U'ltap 'ti'jc; -i)(J,6>v 1tapa-
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"-A<fiaai.>c;, "for your comfort, that you may be comforted"; and Phil. 
211, XC1l -ro 80.ew xcxl -ro avap-ystv O'lt~P 'nl<; eu~ox!cxc;, "both the willing and 
the working for the accomplishment of that which is well pleasing (to 
God)." CJ. also Jn. 6" Rom. 15• 16• 2 Cor. 138 Eph. 6•• 2 Thes. 1• 
Heh. 1317• With ciµ.cxp-rtwY and words of similar import, the meaning 
"on behalf of" naturally becomes not" for the promotion of," but "for 
the deliverance from," or with the genitive TJIJ.WY following, "to deliver 
us from our sins." The possibility that the apostle had in mind a still 
more definite meaning can for reasons given above neither be excluded 
nor established. 

N•BH33,424• al. read ll'ltil9. N*ADFGKLP al. 50 fere read 'ltap!. 

The latter testimony is apparently Western and Syrian. CJ. lntrod. 

p. lxxx. Intrinsic probability is in favour of lldp; for though Paul 
uses both prepositions with both meanings, "concerning" and "on 
behalf of," he employs 'ltep! much more commonly in the former sense 
and bdp in the latter. 

Mr~ efb..17TaL iJµar; E/G TOV alwvor; TOV EVE<TTWTOr; 'TT'OV'J]pov 

"that he might deliver us out of the present evil age." On 

a,lc:,v and eve<TTo,r; see detached notes pp. 426, 432. The phrase 
o atrov o eve<TTo,r;, here only in N. T., but manifestly the 

equivalent of the more usual o alrov o~Tor;, is primarily a phrase 

of time denoting the (then) present period of the world's history 

as distinguished from the coming age, o alrov o µb..)l.rov. Its 

evil character is implied in I Cor. 1 20 and Rom. 122, and ap­
parently always assumed, but here only is the adjective 'TT'OV'J]pth 

directly attached to alwv. Its position here gives it special 

emphasis.* efb..17TaL denotes not a removal from, but a res­

cue from the power of. CJ. Acts t1°, 34 1211 2327 2617, in all which 

cases the emphasis of the word is upon the idea of rescue. It 

occurs in Paul's epistles here only. CJ. Jn. 1t15. The whole 

clause expresses the purpose for which the Lord Jesus Christ 
gave himself for our sins, and thus presents from a different 
point of view the thought of wep TWV aµa,pTLWV iJp,/;,v. 

The very presence of these words (v. ') at this point is itself 

a significant fact. In all the other Pauline letters the saluta­

tion closes with the benediction, though not always in exactly 

the same form, and the next paragraph is introduced by an 
• An interesting parallel, the onlr other observed instance of "'"'v ~v•a-To><, is found In an 

inscription of 37 A. D., Wf O.v Toll l}&inov 0.v1'pc.>ff'O&.i aifuvo(i) vUv lveOTWTOi (Dittenberger
1 Sylloge, 364. 9); quoted by M. and M. Voc .. s. •·• who •~est that c,,c.\v means "period of life,' 

but withoQt obvious ~11nd; it ~ms clearlr to mee.n ' age" (q,j bumq historJ), 
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expression of thanksgiving or an ascription of praise to God. 

The addition of this verse with its reference to the death of 

Christ for the salvation of men is undoubtedly occasioned by 

the nature of the erroneous teaching which was propagated 

among the Galatians by the judaising opponents of Paul, and 

which this letter was written to combat. As in opposition to 

their personal attack on him he affirmed his independent apos­

tleship (v. 1), so here against their legalistic conception of the 
value of works of law, he sets forth even in the salutation the 

divine way of deliverance provided in Christ's gift of himself 
for us according to the will of God. 

It remains to be considered whether the deliverance here referred to 

is (a) ethical, having reference to emancipation from the moral influ­

ence of this present evil age (cf. Rom. 8•), or (b) present judicial, con­

sisting essentially in justification, through the death of Christ (cf. 

Rom. 5'"· 10), or (c) eschatological, being deliverance from the wrath 

of God which will fall upon the wicked at the coming of the Lord 

(cf. 1 Thes. 5•• •· •· "Rom. 5th). There is no doubt that Paul held the 

current Jewish doctrine of the two ages (see detached note on A!wv, 
p. 426), and though he never!definitely places the coming of the Lord in 

judgment on the wicked and salvation for believers at the boundary­

line between the two ages, his language is most naturally understood 

as implying this, and there is in any case no doubt that in his thought 

salvation was achieved in the full sense not before but at the coming 

of the Lord (cf. Rom. 51 1311 1 Thes. loc. cit.). The associations of the 

phrase are therefore eschatological. Nor can it be urged against the in­

terpretation of the whole expression as eschatological that the thought 

of the future salvation distinctly as such is usually associated by Paul 

not with the death of Jesus but with his resurrection (so Zahn; cf. 

Rom. 510 6• 1 Cor. 1512t1, Phil. 310). For though this is true, it is also 

true that in several of the passages the death is closely associated 

with the resurrection, and in 1 Thes. 5•• ••, the deliverance from wrath 

at the coming of the Lord (cf. v. 21) is definitely made to result from 

the death of Christ. There are, however, two valid objections to the 

supposition that the reference of the phrase is chiefly eschatological. 

The first is the use of the word t~,!)..11-rcei. The present age is to end 

at the coming of the Lord. Salvation at that time consists not in 

deliverance from this age, but from the wrath of God. Had the apos­

tle's thought at this point been, as it is in Rom. 5••· 11, definitely eschato­

logical, he would naturally have written i11twc; i~e)..11-rcei -i)µixc; &1to -rijc; 

6p-yijc; -rou Oaou iv tjj '11:cepoua!,;i -rou xuplou. The second reason is found 
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in the general atmosphere and purpose of the epistle. Its thought is 
concentrated on the way of acceptance with God in the present life; 
eschatological references are few and indirect; it is improbable, there­
fore, that in the salutation, which bears clear marks of being written 

under the influence of the controversial situation with which the epistle 

deals, the idea of the salvation achieved at the coming of the Lord 
should fill a prominent place. As between the judicial and the ethical 

conceptions, it is doubtful whether we should exclude either (cf. on 

u'ltep 'I", diµ. •. i)µ.. above).* To limit the reference to the ethical phase 
would be to exclude that aspect of the significance of Christ's death 

which the apostle usually emphasises (see Rom. 3"•" 5•-10 Gal. 311), and 
which precisely in this epistle, which deals so largely with ju_stification, 
we should least expect to be forgotten. But, on the other hand, the 

appropriateness of the words to describe the ethical aspect, and the 

absence of any phraseology expressly limiting the thought to the judicial 

aspect (as, e. g., in Rom. 81 and Gal. 3"), seem to forbid the exclusion 
of the former. That Paul sometimes associated the morally trans­

forming power of Christ with his death clearly appears from Gal. 2 20 , • 1 

and Rom. 610, 11 (cf. also a clear expression of this idea in I Pet. 1 18, 10). 

Probably, therefore, we must include the judicial aspect, and not ex­
clude the ethical. That the apostle has the law chiefly in mind as an 

element of the present evil age from which the Christ by his death is to 

deliver men (see Bous. ad loc.) is improbable, not indeed because the 
thought itself is un-Pauline (see Rom. 10•), but because the phrase 

"present evil age" is too general and inclusive to suggest a single 

element of that age so little characteristic of it as a whole as was the 
law. · 

/la'Ta, 'TO 0e7vqµ,a 'TOV 0eov ,eal 'TT'a-rpo<; ~µ,o,v, "according to the 

will of our God and Father." Whether these words are to be 

taken as limiting (a) oov-ro<; or (b) e~e'>,.7J-rai, or (c), the whole 
complex idea expressed by -rov oov-ro<; ••• '1T'ov17pov ('1T'OV1Jpov 

alone is manifestly out of the question), can not be decisively 

determined. Most probably, however, the third construction 

is the true one. Twice before in this paragraph the apostle has 

closely associated together Jesus Christ and God the Father, 

first as the source of his own apostleship (v. 1) and then as the 

source of grace and peace to those to whom he is writing. 

The present phrase emphasises once more essentially the same 

• The idea of removal from the present life by death or translation is itself naturally sug­
gested by the words <K ,,., a,, ,,., ;,,,,,,.. ,rov., but is rendered improbable by the usage of the 

word •t•;1.~,,. .. , (see above) and decisively excluded by the wholly un-Pauline character of 
the thought that the salvation through Christ shortens the earthly life of the saved. 
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thought, affirming that in the salvation provided for us (the 
pronouns ~µrov and ~µas in v. 4 include both the apostle and 

his readers) through Christ's gift of himself for us, God our 

Father also participates, the gift and its purpose being accord­
ing to his will. Concerning the construction of ~µf;,v and the 
translation of Toii 0eoii ,ea'/, 1raTp~ ~µrov, see detached note 

on IlaT17p as applied to God, pp. 388 f. 

5. 'P ~ &JEa el<; TOV<; alrova<; Trov alrovwv• aµ,1711. "to whom be 

the glory for ever and ever. Amen." An ascription of praise to 

God for the gift of Christ and the deliverance accomplished 
through it. &JEa (here only in Gal.) is frequent in Paul, with 

considerable variation of meaning. See Th. s. v. and Kennedy, 

St. Paul's Conception of the Last Things, pp. 229 ff. Its sense 

here, "praise," comes down from the classic times, and is fre­

quent in N. T. The article, when occurring, seems almost 
invariably to convey a reference to something which has just 

been mentioned; in this case, no doubt, the redeeming work of 

Christ. CJ. Rom. u 36 1627 Eph. 321 Phil. 420 2 Tim. 418 Heh. 1321 

1 Pet. 411• Contrast Lk. 2 14 (where, however, the poetic form 
may rather be the cause of the omission of the article); Rom. 

157 Phil. 2 11• The generic (or intensive) force of the article, 

such as apparently occurs in Rev. i 2 and perhaps in 2 Pet. 318
, 

is possible but less probable than the demonstrative force sug­
gested above. On el,; T. al. T. aLrovwv, see detached note on 

Ai/411, p. 426. 

'All-iiv (Heh. )?;~, an adverb derived from )7;~ "to be firm," 

Hiphil, "to believe," "to trust") is carried over into the N. T. vo­
cabulary from the Hebrew. It is used in 0. T. as confirming an oath 

(Num. s" et al.), as the solemn conclusion and confirmation of a doxol­

ogy (Neh. 8• Ps. 41", etc.), and otherwise. The Lxx usually trans­
late it by yi!vot"to, but occasionally transliterate (1 Chron. 1611 Neh. 

511 8• 1 Esd. 9" Toh. 8• 14"), but none of these instances are at the end 
of a doxology or benediction. This usage, of which 3 Mac. 7" (see also 
4 Mac. 1824) apparently furnishes the earliest example, may have arisen 

from the custom of the congregation responding "Amen" to the prayer 

offered by the leader. CJ. Neh. 8• 1 Cor. 1411
, and Frame on I Thes. 

311, also M. and M. Voc. s. v. 

On the relation between the salutations of the Pauline and othei: 



N. T. letters, and the methods of beginning letters current among 

Greek, Roman, Jewish, and early Christian writers, see extended and 
instructive note in Hilgenfeld, Der Galaterbrief, 1852, pp. 99 if.; also 
respecting the classical Greek and Latin forms, Fritzsche on Rom. 11; 

Wendland, Handbuch zum Neuen Testament, III 3, Beilage 15, pp. 

411 if.; Ziemann, De Epistularum graecarum f ormulis, in Diss. Phil. Hal. 

XVIII 4, 1910. Respecting the evidence of the papyri, see Lietzmann, 

GriechischeP apyri, 1905; Witkowski, Epistulae graecae privatae, 1906, and 
Milligan, Selections from the Greek Papyri, 1910. CJ. Frame on 1 Thes. 

1 1• See also Mayor, The Epistle of St.James, pp. 30, 31. The following 
are typical examples: Il)..a:'t"!,)V 'Ap-,.u't"q. Tcxpcxv't"!Yljl eu 'ltpa't"'t"etv (Epistle 

IX, Ed. Hermann, p. 58). M. Cicero salutem dicit P. Lentulo Procos. 

(Ed. Mueller, IV 1, pp. 1 ff.); N~1 NR~lf N3?P tt'.):~,';;? (Ezr. 57
); 't"ot<; 

&:ae)..ipot<; 't"Ot<; l<CX't"' Atru'Jt't"OV 'lou!Scx!ot<; xcx!petv o! &:lS,;)..ipo\ ol ev 'l.poao)..6-

(J,Ot<; 'louocxtot i<cx\ ol EY 't"jj -,.wpq. 'ti)<; 'louocx!cx<;, e!p1)V1JV a:1cx8i)v (2 Mac. 11). 

i<cxl o! ev 't"jj 'louocx!q. l<CX\ 1) repoua!cx i<cx\ 'loubcx<; 'AptO"'t"O~OUAIJ) ••• xcxlp.tv 

l<exl urtcx!vetv (2 Mac. 110). K)..cx6oto<; Auala<; 't"ij> i<pcx't"!a't"IJ) -li1eµ.6vt 4>tA!i<t 

xcx!petv (Acts 23"; cf. Act(15"). 'foaYlJ<; 't"CXt<; !ma l!itl<AlJO"!cxt<; 't"CXt<; ev 

't"jj 'Aal.q.- -,.&:pt<; bµ.tv i<cx\ e!p1)Y1J (Rev. 1•). Ilo)..ui<cxp'lto<; • • • 't"jj ei<i<AlJalq. 

't"Oii Oeoii 't"jj 'ltcxpoti<ouan 4>tA!'lt'lt:Ot<;• D,.,;o<; bµ.tv i<cx\ e!p-lJvlJ 'ltcxpa: Oeoii 

(Polyc. Phil.). The following, from Milligan's Selections, show the 

usage of the papyri: Ilo)..ui<pa:'t"lJ<; 't"Wt 'ltcx't"pl xcx!p.tv. 'A'lt:01,,1,,wvto<; Il't"o-

1,,eµ.cx(!,lt 't"W 'ltcx't"p\ xcx(petv. 'l)..cxp(!,lv [ex] • AAt't"t 't";jt &:o,;)..ip;jt 'ltAotO"'t"ot 

xa!petv. 0£1,lv Tupa:YY!,lt 't"Wt 't"tl'-!!,)'t"a't"!,)t 'ltAotO"'t"CX xcx!petv. 

These and other examples cited by the writers above referred to 

show (1) that both Greeks and Roma,ns, if not also the Hebrews, fre­
quently began a letter with the writer's name; (2) that the naming of the 

person or persons addressed, usually in the dative, but sometimes in 

the vocative, was the general custom among Greeks, Romans, and 

Hebrews; (3) that to these two it was customary among the Hebrews 
to add the word c,~tf, or if writing in Greek, e!pi)Y1J, among the Greeks 

xa!petv, with or without the addition of Mret, and among the Romans 
salutem with or without dicit; (4) that the early Christian writers fol­

lowed in general the usages then current in the Roman world, but in 
the exercise of that liberty which these usages themselves sanctioned, 

combined elements derived on the one side from the Greek custom and 

on the other from the Hebrew, and introduced also distinctly Christian 

elements. As a result there seems to have been created almost a 

standard Christian form (note the resemblance between the salutation 

of the Pauline letters, those ascribed to Peter, 2 and 3 Jn., the saluta­

tion of Rev. 1•, and those used by Clem. Rom. and Polycarp), yet one 

whiclt was freely modified by each writer in adaptation to the particular 
occasion and persons addressed. Note the variations from the usual 

form in J as. and the Ignatian letters, and the lack of salutation in 1 Jn. 
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and Heh., though these latter are perhaps rather literary epistles than 

letters in the stricter sense. See Deissmann, Bible Studies, chap. I. 
In the creation of this general Christian form for beginning letters, the 

dates of the literature would suggest that Paul exerted a special influ­

ence, though there can hardly have been any slavish, perhaps not even 

a conscious, copying of his form by others. 

2. Expression of indignant surprise at the threatened 

abandonment of his teaching by the Galatians, in 

which is disclosed the occasion of the letter (1 6110). 

In place of the expression of thanksgiving or of praise 

to God with which in all the letters that bear Paul's name, 

except r Tim. and Titus, the paragraph immediately fol­

lowing the address and salutation opens, there stands in this 
letter an expression of surprise and indignation; surprise that 

the Galatians are so quickly abandoning the gospel as they 

had received it from the apostle, and are on the point of accept­

ing from others a perversion of it; indignation at those who 

are troubling them and seeking to pervert the gospel of the 
Christ. In this expression there is disclosed, as usually in the 

second paragraph of the apostle's letters, the occasion of the 

epistle. 
8[ marvel that ye are so quickly turning away from him who 

called you in the grace of Christ unto a di.ff erent gospel, 1which is 

not another except in the sense that there are some who are troubling 

you and desire to pervert the gospel of the Christ. 8But even if we 

or an angel from heaven shall preach unto you a gospel not in 

accordance with that which we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9As we said before, so now I say again, if any one is preaching 

to you a gospel not in accordance with that which ye received, let 

him be accursed. 1°For am I now seeking the favour of men, or of 

God? Or am I now seeking to please men? If I were still pleas­

ing men I should not be a servant of Christ. 

6. 8avµdtw lfrt OJJT(J)~ -raxe~ µ,e-ra-rt0eu0e a:rro 'TOV ,ca).euav­

'TO~ vµas ev xdptn XptU'TOV "I marvel that ye are so 

quickly turning away from him who called you in the grace of 
Christ." The present tense of the verb µ,e-ra-rl0eu0e indicates 

clearly that when the apostle wrote the apostasy of the Gala-
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tians was as yet only in process. They were, so to speak, on the 
point, or more exactly in the very act, of turning. The mind 

of the apostle wavers while he writes between hope and fear as 

to the outcome (420, 510
). The word Taxe<ilr; might conceivably 

refer to the rapid development of the apostatising movement 

after it was once begun. But it is equally suitable to the usage 

of the word to take it in the sense of "soon" (cf. I Cor. 419 Phil. 

2 19, 24 Mt. 526 Mk. 939), and it is certainly far more probable 

that the apostle is here speaking of the brevity of the interval 

than of the rapidity of the process. The point from which this 

interval, which seems to the apostle so brief, is reckoned is left 

unstated, but that of which one most naturally thinks in speak­

ing of an apostasy is the time of the original acceptance of that 

which is now abandoned-in this case the gospel-and this is 
also suggested by a:rro Tov ,ca).luavTOr; and elr; hepov evaryrye'A.Lov. 

Little help is afforded by this expression towards the determi­

nation of the date of the letter, since such a change as is here 

spoken of would doubtless seem to the apostle to have been 

quickly made if it took place at any time within a few years 

after the conversion of the Galatians. 
It is grammatically possible to take Tov ,ca'A.euavTor; as limit­

ing XptuTov and so to render "from,the Christ who called you 

in grace." On this order of words see BMT 427; Gild. Synt. 

622, and cf. Gal. 317• The thought thus yielded would more­

over be wholly appropriate to this situation, since the apostasy 

of the Galatians was from Christ and his grace. But Paul's 

general use of the verb ,ca'A.e<il (see below) must be regarded as a 

decisive objection to referring the phrase to Christ (as is done 

by Hier. Luth. Calv. Beng. et al.; cf. Wies. and Sief. ad loc.) or 

to Paul (as by Paulus, cited by Wies.), and as a convincing rea­

son for here referring it to God (so Chrys. Wies. Mey. Sief. Ell. 

Ltft.). 

The verb [J.E'tot'tl61)[J.t, meaning in the active, "to transfer," "to re­
move" (see, e. g.,Heb. u•) or "to alter," "to pervert" Gude 4), is used 
in the middle or pass. with various constructions in the sense "to 
change [one's opinion]". Hdt. 7": syw 11-ev ic:ocl oco,,:o,; ,,:p&-.;011-oct ic:oc\ 'tTJY 
r,,c:iµ'llv µ1,,:oc,,:£6Eµoci: "I myself am changing and altering my opinion;" 
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Plato, Rep. 345 B: <f,avep&>,; µe-roc-r!Oaao ll.oel ~µa,; µ~ e~oc'lr&:-roc: "Change 
your mind openly, and do not [attempt to] deceive us." Followed by 

ih:6, as here, in 2 Mac. 7", it means" to tum from," "to apostatise from," 
µa-roc&~vov a:'lro -rwv 'lroc-rplhlv, "on condition of having apostatised from 

the ancestral [laws]." With 'ltp6,;, instead of a!,; as here, "to tum to" 
in Polyb. 26. 2•. 

For various interpretations of o!l-rhl<; -rocict!i.>,;, ·see Sief. who himself 
takes it to mean "rapidly," "swiftly since it began." 

In fifteen passages in the letters ascribed to Paul the writer attributes 

"calling" to God (Rom. 411 8" 911•" 1 Cor. 1• 711, 17 Gal. 1 11 1 Thes. 2 1• 

47 5" 2 Tim. 1 •, using the verb :itocAw; Rom. un 1 Cor. 1 21 Eph. 111 Phil. 

3" 2 Tim. 1•, using :itAi'jac,;), and never, except in the sense of "naming" 
or "inviting to a feast," to any one else. The main features of the 
apostle's conception of this divine act appear clearly in the passages 

cited. It is in execution of his predetermined purpose (Rom. 8"·'" 
2 Thes. 213• "; cf. 2 Tim. 1•); an act of grace, not in accordance with men's 
deserts (Gal. 111; cf. 2 Tim. 1•); it is the divine initiative of the Christian 
life (r Cor. 71,.,2); by which God summons men into the fellowship of 

his Son Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1•; cf. Rom. 8"• 30), to live in sanctification 

(1 Thes. 47), and peace (1 Cor. 711 Col. 311), and to attain unto salvation 
(2 Thes. 2 14), God's kingdom and glory (1 Thes. 211; cf. also 1 Tim. 6tt). 

Though always spoken of as God's act, it may take place through the 
preaching of the gospel by men (2 Thes. 2 14), and it is doubtless to the 
divine call, brought to the Galatians through his own preaching, that 

the apostle here refers. 

Paul's use of the terms "call" and "calling" is in general such as to 

suggest that he thought of those only as called who obeyed the divine 
summons (see esp. Rom. 821·"); of a rejected call at least he never 

speaks. Yet the present passage evidently speaks of the Galatians as 
on the point or in the act of turning from him who had called them. 

This apostasy, moreover, the apostle evidently regarded as a most 

serious matter, vitally affecting their relation to Christ (see esp. s•·•). 
It can not therefore be unqualifiedly affirmed that Paul always con­
ceived of "calling" as effectual in the sense that all who were called 

were surely destined unto eternal life. 

On the meaning of ic&:pc,;, see on v.•. Modem commentators have 

generally given to the preposition ev either its instrumental force (see 

Th. ev, I 5d), or its causal and basal sense (see Th. I6c). In either 
case the grace of Christ is that which is manifested in his gift of him­

self for men, and is conceived of specially in its relation to their en­

trance into the kingdom of God; in the latter case, it is that on the 
ground of which, by virtue of which, men are called; in the former 

case, it is that by which the calling takes place. To these views there 

is no decisive objection either in the usage of the phrase ." grace of 
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Christ" (see 2 Cor. 8• Rom. 511) or in the-use of the preposition h 
(see Th. u. s.). But (a) the grace of Christ is more commonly spoken 
of by Paul in its relation to the Christian in his Christian life (see 

Rom. 16" 2 Cor. 12• 13" Gal. 611 Phil. 4" 1 Thes. 52• 2 Thes. 3 11; cf. 

also Rom. S', and the benedictions in connection with the salutation 
of all the letters). (b) In the expression :itci:Aew !v as used elsewhere 
by Paul (Rom. 97 does not properly come into account, being from 

the Lxx, and :itci:Aew not being used in its special Pauline sense of the 
divine call into the kingdom), ev is never either instrumental or causal, 

except possibly in 1 Cor. 7", but almost uniformly marks its object as 
the state or sphere in which the one called is, either (r) when he is 
called (r Cor. 7"·"·"), or (2) as the result of his call. In this latter 
case the phrase is pregnant and bears the meaning "call to be in" 

(1 Thes. 47 1 Cor. 7" Col. 311 (ev h1 GW[.LCC'tl) Eph. 4•; cf. Th. ev I 7, and 
cl; in 1 Cor. 1• Col. 3" 2 Thes. 2 14). Usage evidently favours the meta­
phorical local sense of the preposition, and, since ;ccl:pm is evidently 
not the sphere in which the Galatians were when they were called, the 

pregnant use of the phrase is the more probable. (c) The sense yielded 
for this passage by taking ;ccl:p1,:1 as referring to the state in which the 
Galatians were called to be is much more, suitable to the connection 

than that given by either of the other constructions. In speaking of a 
change of position on their part, it is more natural ta refer to the state 
in which by God's call they are or should be than to emphasise the 

basis or instrument of God's call. The remarkable and surprising fact 
about their apostasy was that they were abandoning the position of 

grace, i. e., the relation towards God wpkh made them the objects of 

the grace of Christ and participators in its benefits, to put themselves 
under law, which could only award them their sad deserts. On Paul's 

view of the nature of the change cf. 5< 310-1•. It is a further objection 
to the view that !v is basal that while redemption is conceived of by 

Paul as based on the work of Christ (Rom. 3"), it is difficult to suppose 
that he would speak of God's call as being on the ground of the grace 
of Christ. It is rather his thought that the work of Christ has its basis 

in the love of God. See Rom. 5111•• Nor is the thought that the call 
of God is by means of Christ's grace materially easier, for the expansion 

of this into "the announcement of the grace of Christ" is unwarranted 

by the language. 
The absence of the article before ;c&p1,:1 has the effect, and is doubt­

less due to the intention, of giving the word qualitative rather than 

individualising force. This in turn emphasises the folly of the con­

duct of the Galatians. This shade of meaning can not well be expressed 
in English (which requires a definite article before "grace" because of 

the phrase that follows it) except by some such periphrasis as, "I mar­

vel that ye ai:e so quickly turning away from grace, that of Christ." 
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el1o lTepov eiJa,y,yl>,,tov, "unto a different gospel." On the 

meaning of the word eTepov, see detached note, p, 420. On 

eva,y,yeALov, see detached note, p. 422. It is evident that in 

the present passage, as indeed generally in this epistle, it is the 

doctrinal aspect of the gospel that the apostle has specially in 

mind. The questions at issue between Paul and his judaistic 

opponents did not at all concern the historical facts of the life 

of Jesus, nor did they so far as known have to do with the 
methods of carrying on the gospel work. They pertained 

rather to the way of acceptance with God and the significance 

of the Christ in relation to such acceptance. They were thus 

distinctly doctrinal questions. 

The preposition el" denotes mental direction (cf. Acts. 2618 

Rom. 2 4 1 Tim. 1 6) and in view of the meaning and tense of 
µeTaTt0eu0e signifies "towards, with inclinat:on to accept." 

That Paul calls the teaching of his opponents in Galatia a 

different "gospel" doubtless reflects the fact that they claimed 

for it the name "gospel," "good tidings"; they may even have 

described it in contrast with Paul's preaching, as a different 
gospel, enpov eva,y,ye'Xtov. In what sense Paul was willing to 

apply to it the term "gospel" appears in what follows. 
7. a OVIC e<rTW aX'A.o, el µiJ "which is not another except in 

the sense that." The relative ;, should undoubtedly be taken 

as referring neither to eva,y,yeALov alone, nor to the whole state­

ment µETaTt0eu0e ... eva,y,yeXtov (reasons given below), but, 

as the manifest emphasis upon hepov in the preceding clause 

and the use of the partly antithetical aX'A.o in this clause sug­

gests, to hepov eva,y,yeXtov taken as a single term and designat­

ing the erroneous teaching of the judaisers. The clause is thus 

a qualification of the preceding statement, intended to exclude 

the possible implication that that which the Galatians were 

urged to accept was really a gospel which might legitimately be 

.substituted for that which Paul preached. On el µiJ meaning 

"except" and introducing not a protasis but an exception, see 

Th. el, III 8 c; BMT 274, 47r. On el µiJ meaning "except 

that," see Mk. 65 Rom. 1414, and cf. Th. el, III 8 b. 

Oux. &?..),,o e! 11-li is taken in the sense "nothing else than" l,y Winer 

(Com. ad loc.), Grot., Riick., as also by Grimm (Th. e! III 8 c e), ARV. 
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marg., and Ram. (first choice; see also below), 3 being in this case 
referred not to lh-epov euoc')'')'SAtov, but to the fact related in µe~oc~!6aa6s 

••• euoc')")'sAtov. To this construction there are several objections: (1) 

It makes the antithesis between l~epov and ?£>.)..o only seeming and acci­

dental, which is in view of Paul's usage rather improbable. See below 
on N. T. usage of these words. (2) It necessitates the supposition 

that Paul left the application of the term euocns)..1ov to the teaching 

of the judaisers unretracted. (3) The reference of lS to the whole pre­

ceding sentence is awkward and improbable. Following immediately 
upon r~epov euocns)..1oil, and agreeing with it in gender and number, lS 

could scarcely be taken by the reader otherwise than as referring to 

this expression. If Paul had intended lS to refer to the entire preceding 

clause he would naturally have written & (cf. 4") or ~ou~o ')'<XP fo~tv or 
~ou~o oe ea~tv.* (4) It gives to oux. ?£>.)..o e! µi) the sense "not other 

than" (denying qualitative distinction), which is unsustained by usage. 

See for classical writers Jelf, 773. 5 860. 7; Kiihner-Gerth, 597 m. For 
this idea the Lxx use oux. a,)..)..' ~ (Gen. 2817), ~i ( = oux.) ?£>.)..o ~ (Mai. 

2 10), oux. e! µi) (Neh. 2 2); N. T. writers use oux. ?£>.)..oc; a,)..)..' i) (2 Cor. 1 13), 

oux. e! µi) (1 Cor. 1013), ~le; ( = oux.) e! µi) (Rom. rr" Eph. 4•), but neither 
Lxx nor N. T. use oux. ?£>.)..oc; d µi).t 

By a still older view (Chrys., Thdrt., Luth., Beza, Beng., Koppe, 
de W., and Hilg., cited by Sief. ad loc.) lS is referred to euocneAtov in 

the sense of the true gospel, the relative clause is taken as equivalent 

to ou "f<XP ea~tv ?£>.)..o, and the e! µi) clause is taken as adversative. 

This view is now generally recognised to be erroneous, and requires no 

• The relative o might indeed be taken to refer to /inpov •vo.yye.1.,ov, the expression 
oll,c 0.A>..o El µ:rj being still interpreted as meaning "not other than" or "nothing else than," 

and against this the obJection of Sief. (c/. also Wies.) that in that case oTL must have been 
inserted, as in 2 Cor. 1211, or ,iuiv omitted, is hardly valid in view of Mk. 6• Rom. 14". But 

there would still remain the first and fourth objections, and these, taken together, are decisive 
against this interpretation. 

t The idea of qualitative non-distinction (" not other than," "the same as") is, of course, 
not the same as (numerical) exception to a negative statement ("no other except," "none 

beside," or "not except"). For this latter the LXX use obK <iMos- ,r,\:)]v (Exocl. 810 Isa. 45 11• 

Bel. 41); oi.iK. E-r, 1rA,jv (Deut. 4U), l!,c.-r0f 0.AAof 01.l,c (Isa. 261&), ol/,c 1ro.pee (Isa. 45Ub), oll,c et ~.nj 

(Neh. 2"). N. T. writers use most commonly ov,c (or ov6<i,, p.~Sri,) •• p.,j (Mt. urr 17• 2111 

Rom. 71 131, • 1 Cor. xu, etc.), once 01.l,c d:Mof 1rA,jv (Mk.. 12"; quotation from Lxx), once 

ET<pO< OV/C •• P.'1 (Gal. 111), and once a,1.,1.o, OVIC •• P.'1 an. 6"). These last two expressions most 

closely resemble the one before us in v. 7, Jn. 6", being the only exact verbal parallel (and 
not even this in orde1 of words) found in either Lxx or N. T. But in both these passages 
what is expressed is not qualitative non-distinction, but exception (rather loosely attached) 

to a preceding negative statement. They furnish no argument, therefore, for taking the 
present passage in the sense "not other than," but in so far as they weigh at all favour taking 

•• p.,j as introducing an exceptive clause, qualifying the preceding relatively complete state­
ment, rather than as coalescing with the preceding ci,1.,1.o to express a single idea, "not other 

than,'' "equivalent to saying." The use of oU8eif 11AAof in Jn. 15 21 Acts 4n, meaning "no 

one else." and of ovS,v ci.1..1.o in Gal. 510 in the sense "nothing else" creates some probability 

that if Paul had meant here "nothing else than" he would have written ovS,v ci.1..1.o instead of 
ov,c ci.1..1.o. But the fact that nowhere in Lxx or N. T. is ovS,v a,\,\o used in a phrase meaning 

"nothing else than" forbids laying stress on this argument. 
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extended discussion. Each element of it is in itself impossible: g can 
not refer to eG11neA1ov alone in the sense of the (true) gospel, since this 

would involve an abrupt dropping from the mind of the emphatic ele­
ment in the antecedent clause, and the mental substitution of a word 
(-r6) having practically the opposite force; II oGx l!am might possibly 

mean "for it is not," but can not mean, as this interpretation requires, 

"there is not," since the substantive element of 1S in this case altogether 
disappears; nor cane! µii be merely adversative in force (see on 1 11). 

Ram., as stated above, prefers the first of these views, but as his 

second choice translates "another gospel, which is not different (from 
mine), except in so far as certain persons pervert the gospel of Christ." 
!f-repov eG11ne)..1ov he refers to the teaching of the Twelve, which Paul 

affirms to be not really different from his own; the perverters of this 
gospel, which is common to Paul and the Twelve, he supposes to be 

the judaisers. Aside from the question whether Paul could by this 
language convey so complex an idea, and whether Paul really regarded 

his gospel as quite so closely identical with that of the Twelve as this 

interpretation supposes, the crucial question is whether it does justice 
to the relative meanings of !f-repo,; and c!)..)..o,;, and to this question it 

seems necessary to return a negative answer, and consequently to 

reject Ram.'s interpretation of the passage. See detached note on 
"E-repo,; and w A)..)..o,;, p. 420. 

The balance of evidence therefore seems to require taking !-repov aa 

meaning "different," c!A)..o in the sense "another" (additional) and 

translating 1S oGx l!a-r1v IJ.)..)..o e! µii as above, "which is not another ex­
cept in the sense that." The only alternative is not, with Ram., to 
reverse this distinction between !-repo,; and c!A)..o,;, but to suppose that 

the two terms are entirely synonymous, the change being simply for 
variety of expression. In the latter case both words might consistently 

with Greek usage in general mean either "another" (second) numeri­

cally distinct, or "different.'' But the interpretation advocated above 

is more probable than either of these latter. In any cased µfi retains 
its exceptive force, meaning here "except (in the sense that)." 

'T£Vf'; Elaw ol TapduuovTEr; vµ,ar; tca~ Be"A.oVTer; µ,ETaUTpe\/rcu 

TO evar-rye"A.wv TOV ')(Pt<1'TOV. "there are some who are troubling 

you and desire to pervert the gospel of the Christ." This is the 

first mention of those who were preaching the other gospel 

among the Galatians. The present tense of the verb indicates 

that they are still in Galatia, and that this letter is intended to 

combat them while they are in the very midst of their work. 
The verb Tapduuw, prop. "to agitate physically" (Jn. 57), much 

more frequently in N. T. means "to disturb mentally," with 



excitement, perplexity, or fear (Mt. 23 Jn. 141 Acts 152
'). Con­

cerning the participle, or other attributive, with the article after 

an indefinite word like nv~ or a noun without the article, see 

W. XVIII 3; XX 4 (WM. pp. 136, 174), BMT 424, BI.§ 412 

(732), Rad. p. 93, Gild. Syn. p. 283, Rob. p. 277- W. implies 
that nv~ is here subject and ol -rap. pred.; but the attributive 

construction is more probable; cf. chaps. 220 321• Observe in 

the use of 0e'Xov-re<; another indication that the Galatians have 

not yet succumbed to the influence of the judaising mission­

aries. The troubling is a present fact. The perversivn is as 

yet only a wish of the disturbers. 

Me-ra:a-rpacj,I,> (in N. T. Acts 220, here, and Jas. 4• only) means (1) "to 
turn," "to transfer," (2) "to change from one thing into another or 

from one state to another"; whether for better or for worse is not in­
volved in the meaning of the word (Deut. 23• Sir. n 81 t111); yet when the 
thing changed is right and good, to change it is naturally thought of as 

being to pervert it. 

On the meaning of l(pta-r6~, see detached note on The Titles and 

Predicates of Jesus, III, pp. 395 ff. Note that we should here trans­
late "the gospel of the Christ," l(pta-r6~ with the article being here, as 
usually, and always after -ro e~a:11.!Atov, not a proper name but a de­

scriptive title, with tacit identification of the person referred to; as one 
would say "the Governor" or "the President," leaving the hearer to 

supply the personal identification. · 

8 , "" \ \ " • ~ .a ,, " 'I: , ~ , " ,,... • a"'"'a ,cai eav 'Y}µ,e,i; ,1 a,y,ye"'o<; Es ovpavov eva,y,ye"'''>'YJTat 

vµ,'i.v 1rap' a EU'YJ,Y,YEAi<rdµ,e0a vµ,i.v, avd0eµ,a lu-r<,J. "But even 

if we or an angel from heaven shall preach unto you a gospel 

not in accordance with that which we preached to you, let him 

be accursed." This strong language shows how serious Paul 

considered the differences between his gospel and that which 

the Jewish Christian preachers were promulgating in Galatia. 

Contrast the language of Phil. 1 15•18• The antithesis expressed 

by aXXd is probably between the disposition, which he suspects 

some of his readers may feel, to regard the gospel of Paul and 

that of the judaisers as, after all, not so very different, and his 

own strong sense of the serious difference between them. The 
-clause, so far as ~µ,e'i.i; 77 d,,y,yeXoi; l~ oupavov is concerned, is 

concessive, being unfavourable to the fulfilment of the apodosis, 
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avdBeµa lcrrro, and the teal is intensive, marking the extreme 

nature of the supposition. It is, of course, only rhetorically a 

possibility. In respect to the following words, 7rap' 5, etc., the 

clause is causally conditional. See BMT 278, 281, 285 b. On 
the meaning of /i,'Y'YeXor;, see on 414• 

NA Dial"' Ath. Cyhr Euthal. al. read eua:yye).fo,i't"a:t; BDFGHL 

al. pler. Bas. read eua:yye).li,,i't"a:t; Eus. Chr. Thdrt. Dam. have both -a,i't"a:t 

and -l;TJ't"a:t; KP 442, 460, 1908 al. read -l;e-.a:t. External evidence is 
indecisive as between -aYJ'ta:t and -l;TJ'ta:t. Intrinsically it is a little niore 

probable that Paul would write -l;YJ-.a:t, implying a continuous propagand­
ism, rather than -a,i-.a:t, which might suggest a single occasion of preach­

ing, contrary to the apostle's doctrine. Transcriptional probability also 

favours -l;TJ'ta:t as more easily than either of the other forms, accounting 
for all the readings, each of the others arising from -l;TJ-.a:t by the 

change of a single letter. It is also more probable that scribes would 

give to the apostle's anathema a harsher form by changing -l;TJ'ta:t to 
-aTJ't"a:t than that they would soften it by the reverse change. Ln. (mg.) 

Tdf. WH. read-aYJ-.a:t. Ln. (txt.) Tr. Alf. Ell. Ltft. Weiss, Sief. Sd. read 
-l;,i-.a:t. 

N'AD 0KLP al. pler. d f Vg. Syr. (psh. hare!. pal.) Boh. read uµrv 
after eua:yye).,; BH have it before the verb; N*F••· G g omit it; D* Ath. 
Cyrhr read uµcx,; after eua:yye)., The reading uµcx,; may be set aside as 

weakly attested and probably due to the influence of uµcx,; in v. •, yet 
it bears a certain testimony to the presence of a pronoun at this point. 

The witnesses to bµ!v before the verb and those to uµiv after it furnish 
strong testimony to its presence in one place or the other, with a prob­
ability in favour of the latter position. 

Eua:yye).li,oµa:t occurs first so far as observed in Aristoph. Eq. 643, 

).6youi; &:ya:6ou,; eua:yye).£aa:a6a:t 'ttvt (see Dalman, Words of Jesus, pp. 

102.ff.). The active occurs first apparently in the Lxx, but is found 

also in secular writers after N. T. In the Lxx it is a translation of 

,~#, "to bring tidings," "to bring good news." In N. T. it is found 

in the active (Rev. 107 14• only), in the middle frequently, and in the 

passive. The middle is accompanied by an accusative of content, 

with or without a dative of indirect object (Lk. 4" 81), or by a dative 

(Rom. 1 11) or accusative (Acts 840) of the person to whom the message 
is delivered without an accusative of content, or is used absolutely 

(r Cor. 1 17). Except in Lk. r" and r Thes. 3• the accusative of content 

refers to the" gospel" message of salvation or to some phase of it. When 
used absolutely or in the passive the reference is to the proclamation 

of the gospel in the N. T. sense of the word. See note on eua:yyil).tov, 

p. 422. Paul uses the word in the middle only, both with and without 
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accusative of content (see Rom. 1 11 15•• I Cor. 1 17 9 11• 11 151, • 2 Cor. 

1011 II' Gal. 1 8•'• 11• 11•" 4"), and always, except in 1 Thes. 3• Rom. 
1015 and this verse and the next, with reference to the preaching of his 
gospel. By the addition of 'ltixp' 11, etc., here and in v. •, the word is given 

a more general reference than to Paul's gospel in particular, yet doubt­
less still refers to the preaching of the Christian gospel, not to the 

announcement of good tidings in general. It is equivalent to euani!).1ov 

1t1Jp~aae1v, with euotyyi!).1ov in the same breadth of meaning which is 

implied in s--epov evotne).1ov of v. •. On other ways of expressing sub­

stantially the same idea as that of this v., see I Cor. 311 2 Cor. u•. 
· It has been much disputed whether 'ltotp&: in 'ltixp' !I signifies "contrary 

to," or "besides." But the room for dispute which usage ·permits is 

very narrow. The metaphorical uses of 'ltixp&: in the New Testament 

are as follows: 
1. Beyond, passing a certain limit. (a) Beyond the measure or 

limit of: (i) in excess of (Rom. 12• 2 Cor. s• Heh. II 11 also Heb. 27, •); (ii) 

in greater degree than (Luke 13'• • Rom. I" 14• Heh. 1 •); (iii) in trans­

gression of, contrary to (Acts 1813 Rom. 1" 411 n" 1617); (b) after com­
paratives, than (Luke 311 Heb. 1• 3• 9" u• 12"); (c) after &,..).o~, than, 

except (1 Cor. 311 and freq. in Greek writers). 
2. Aside from, except, lacking, used with a numeral, 2 Cor. II", and 

in Greek writers with other expressions suggesting number or quantity. 
3. Because of (1 Cor. 1215 , 11). 

The use in the present passage evidently falls neither under 2 nor 3; 

nor under 1 (a) (i) or (ii); nor, because of the absence of a comparative 
or 11,).).o,, under (b) or (c). The meaning" beside, in addition to," does 

not exist in N. T., nor have instances of it been pointed out in the Lxx 

or Greek writers. The nearest approach to it is that which is illus­

trated in 1 Cor. 3"; but this sense apparently occurs only after &,..).o,, 

which is not found in the present passage. It remains therefore to 
take 'ltixp&: in this verse, and the following, in the sense common in classical 

writers and in N. T., "contrary to," 1, (a) (iii) above. It should be 

observed, however, that the fundamental meaning of 'ltcxp&: is "by the 

side of," then "beyond," and that it acquires the meaning "contrary 
to" from the conception of that which goes beyond (and so transgresses) 

the limits of the object. This fundamental idea seems usually at least 

to linger in the word, suggesting not so much direct contradiction or 

denial, or on the other side merely addition, as exceeding the limits 

of a thing, e. g., a law or teaching-and so non-accordance with it. 

CJ. Rob., p. 616. This meaning suggested by the original sense of the 

preposition and by its usage is entirely appropriate to the present 

passage. The evidence of the letter as a whole indicates that the 

teachings of the· judaisers, which Paul evidently has in mind here, were 

neither, on the one side, additions to his own teaching in the same 
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spirit as his, nor, on the other side, direct contradictions and denials of 

his, but additions which were actually subversive in effect. The trans­
lation "other than" (RV., cf. Weizsacker) is not quite accurate, because 

it suggests any variation whatever from Paul's message. "Contrary 

to" (RV. mg.) slightly exaggerates this idea of contrariety, suggesting 
direct contradiction. "Not in accordance with" or "at variance 

with" seems to come nearest to expressing the idea of the Greek. 

The words cxv&:8eµ.cx and cxv&:81)µ.cx were originally simply variant spell­
ings of the same word. The latter word meant in Homer "an orna­

ment," in Herodotus, et al., "votive offering" set up in a temple. 
"Votive offering" is perhaps in fact the older sense. In . this 

sense cxv&:8eµ.cx appears in Greek writers from Theocritus down. In 
the Lxx, however, it is used to translate C")!'.', a thing devoted to 

God for destruction, a thing accursed. In th~ mss. of the Lxx and 

Apocr. cxv&:81)µ.cx and cxv&:8e[J.cx are for the most part consistently distin­
guished, the former signifying "a votive offering," the latter "a thing 

accursed, devoted to destruction" (Lev. 27" Deut. 1317 1111), etc., or 
"a curse" (Deut. 13161181 2017). But variant readings appear in 

Deut. 7" bis Jud. 16" 1,.1 3 Mac. 317• In N. T. cxv&:8'1J[J.CX, found only in 
Lk. 21• (even here NADX read cxv&:ae[J.cx), means "a votive offering"; 
cxv&:8e[J.<X in Rom. 9• 1 Cor. 12• 16" means "a thing (or rather a person) 

accursed"; in Acts 23" "a curse," a vow taken with an oath, a mean­
ing found also in an Attic inscription of the first or second century 

A. D. (see Deissmann in ZntW. II 342), and hence doubtless a current 
use of the term in Co=on Greek, as it is also in modem Grk. CJ. 
M. and M. Voc. s. v. The former of these two meanings differs from 

the co=on Lxx sense of cxv&:8e[J.<X in that it· denotes not so much a 
thing devoted to God to be destroyed (see, e. g., Josh. 617·") as one 

under the curse of God. See esp. Rom. 9•. In this sense the word must 
be taken in the present passage. How this condemnation of God 

would express itself is not conveyed in this word. Taken in their 

literal sense the words cxv&:8e[J.cx ia-rw (on the use of the imper. see Rob. 

p. 939) are the opposite of the benediction in v. •; they are a petition 

that the person referred to may be deprived of God's grace, and instead 

be the object of his disapproval. Precisely what thought the expres­

sion represented in Paul's mind is difficult to determine, because it is 
impossible to know precisely how largely the hyperbole of impassioned 

feeling entered into the words. For the evidence that cxv&:8e[J.<X does 

not here or in N. T. generally refer to excommunication, as some older 

interpreters maintained, see Wieseler's extended note on this passage. 

9. ~ '1T'pOEtP171Caµev, ,ea! llp-n 'TT'aMV Aety(J), "As we said before 

so now I say again." The 'TT'po- in 'TT'poeipiJ,caµev may mean 

"before" either in the sense "on a former occasion," as, e. g., in 
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2 Cor. 73 Heh. 47, or in a predictive sense "before the event 

spoken of," as in Mk. 1323 Rom. 929 2 Cor. 132
• The two ideas 

are indeed not mutually exclusive. But the fact that v.9b, 

which is distinctly said to be a repetition of the utterance re­
ferred to in 1rpoeip~Kaµ,ev, is not a prediction shows that 1rpo­

refers to a previous utterance of these words. This previous ut­

terance, however, is not that of v. 8, but something said on a pre­

vious occasion, as e. g., on a visit to Galatia, orin a previous letter. 

Paul does, indeed, not infrequently use a plural in speaking of 

himself alone, and even change abruptly from plural to singular 

(see I Thes. 2 18 31
• 

6 2 Cor. 1 131
•• 23 102 1121, and Dick, Der schrift­

stellerische Plural bei Paulus, pp. 143.ff.), and 1rpoetpf]teaµ,ev 

could in itself refer to something just said in the letter (see 
2 Cor. i), But the use of ll,pTt here implying difference of 

time between the two utterances excludes the supposition that 

he is here referring to words just written down. Since we 

know of no previous letter to the Galatians, the previous utter­

ance was probably made by Paul ( or by Paul and his com­

panions-on this point the plural can not in view of 2 Cor. 1 131• 

and other passages cited above be said to be decisive) when he 

was in Galatia. On which of the two occasions on which he 

had probably already visited the Galatians (413) this warning 
was given, depends somewhat on the question of the chronology 

of these visits, itself turning in large part on the location of 

the churches. See lntrod., p. xxi. The very fact that he felt 

it necessary to utter such a warning as this suggests an al­

ready existing danger. If the churches, being in northern 

Galatia, were founded on his second missionary journey, there 

might easily have been occasion for such a warning on his first 
visit to them. If, on the other hand, the churches were in 

southern Galatia, and hence founded on the first missionary 

journey, it is less probable that he had occasion at that time 

to utter so pointed a warning, and more likely that he refers 

to something said on the occasion of his second visit. 

The perfect tense of 'lt('0~1pi)l(.011-1-ev marks this saying as not simply a 
past fact, but as one of • which the result remains, doubtless in 
that they remember (or may be assumed to remember) the utterance 
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of the saying. BMT 74, 85. The tense therefore conveys an appeal 
to their memory of the utterance. This reference to the existing result 
of the saying can not be expressed in English except by an interjected 

clause, "as we told you and you remember," and inasmuch as the use 

of the English perfect in such a connection suggests a recent action­
in this case most naturally an utterance just made in the preceding 

sentence-the best translation is the simple past, which though it leaves 
. unexpressed a part of the meaning of the Greek, has at least the advan­

tage of not expressing anything not conveyed by the Greek. BMT 82. 

The strict force of l!.a:£ before cip,:i is doubtless adverbial, "also," but 
English idiom in such a case prefers the simple "so." CJ. Jn. 657 13" 

1 Cor. 1519• The fuller and more definitely comparative expression 
oll-tw~ l!.a:£ occurs I Cor. 1522 Gal. 429 , etc. cip,:t, frequent in papyri, of 
strictly present time (M. and M. Voc. s. v.), is cited by Nageli, Wort­

schatz, p. 78, as a word of the unliterary Kotv-/i; yet see numerous 
classical exx. in L. & S. 

,, • .. ' ' ,~ ' ~ ' , r:, • '0 ,, 
E, T£<; vµa<; Evaryrye"'t~ETa£ 'TT'ap o 'tT'ape"'atJETE, ava eµa e<rrro. 

"If any one is preaching to you a gospel not in accordance with 

that which ye received, let him be accursed." This sentence dif­

fers from that of v. 8 in two respects which affect the thought: 
(1) the element of concession and improbability disappears in the 
omission of ~µe'i<; -q aryryeAO<; e~ ovpavov; (2) the form of the 

condition that suggests future possibility is displaced by that 

which expresses simple present supposition, and which is often 
used when the condition is known to be actually fulfilled. The 

result is to bring the supposition closer home to the actual case, 

and since it was known both to Paul and his readers that the 

condition er 7'£<; ••• 'tT'apeAa#ETE was at .that very time in 

process of fulfilment, to apply the avd0eµa l<rro, directly to 

those who were then preaching in Galatia. 
10. apn ,yap av0p(df('OV<; 7T'E(06J -q TOV 0edv; "For am I now 

seeking the favour of men, or of God?" apn, now, i. e., in these 

utterances. The apostle evidently refers to a charge that on 

previous occasions or in other utterances he had shaped his 

words so as to win the favour of men. A similar charge was 

made by his opponents at Corinth, 2 Cor. 101• 7T'et0ro means 

"to win the favour of," "to conciliate," as in 2 Mac. 445 Mt. 2814 

Acts 1220• The present tense, by reason simply of the meaning 

of the word and the idea of action in progress suggested by 
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the tense, has the meaning, "to seek the favour of." BMT 

Ilj GMT 25. 

The force of y&p is difficult to determine. If, indeed, as Win. Th. 
Preusch. et aJ. affirm, y&p has a conclusive or illative force (derived, as 
some maintain, from its etymological sense as compounded of y4 and 
&p(Z), this meaning would be most suitable. The apostle would in that 
case draw from his preceding sentence the inference, expressed in a 
rhetorical question, that he is not pleasing men (as has been charged 
against him), but God. Or if it had the asseverative force attributed 
to it by Hoogeveen et al. (see Misener, The Meaning of r&p, Baltimore, 
1904), this would also yield a suitable meaning: "Surely I 'aIIl not now 
pleasing men, am I?" But most of the N. T. passages cited by Th. 
et al. as examples of the illative sense are as well or better explained 
as in some sense causal, and though there remain a very few which it 
is difficult to account for except on the assumption of an asseverative or 
illative force, whether primitive or derived (see Acts 16" Phil. 1•), yet 
in view of the preponderance of evidence and judgment that all the 
uses of y&p are to be explained from its causal force (see Misener, 
op. cit.), and the fact that the only two N. T. cases that obstinately 
refuse to be reduced to this category are in condensed exclamatory 
phrases, we do not seem to be justified in assuming any other than a 
causal force here. In that case it must be either confirmatory-" and 
I mean what I say, for am I now?" etc.-or, explanatory and defen­
sive, justifying the use of the strong and harsh language of vv.•• '­
"and this I am justified in saying, for am I now?" etc. Of these two 
explanations the second is the more probable, since the preceding 
expression is already sufficiently strong and would naturally call for 
justification rather than confirmation. To this as to any form of the 
view that makes y&p causal, it is indeed an objection that the clause 
introduced by y&p ought naturally to be either a positive assertion, or 
a question the answer to which is to the opponent in argument so 
evident and unquestionable that it has the value of a proved assertion. 
See, e. g., Jn. 7" Acts 811 19" 1 Cor. u". But this latter is precisely 
what this question does not furnish. To those to whom Paul is ad­
dressing himself it is by no means self-evident and unquestionable that 
he is concerned to win the favour of God and not of men. But &p~1 with 
its backward reference to the strong language of the preceding sentences 
suggests that this language itself is appealed to as evidence that the 
apostle is not now seeking to please men but God, which fact, as y&p 

shows, he in turn employs to justify the language. It is as if one 
reproved for undue severity should reply, "My language at least proves 
that I am no flatterer," the answer tacitly implying that this fact 
justified the severity. Such a mode of expression is not impossible to 
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one writing under strong emotion, and this interpretation furnishes 

the most probable explanation of both "'"""t and y(X(). 

~ ~17Tro av0prinrotr; apeu,mv; "Or am I seeking to please 

men?" These words only repeat a little more distinctly the 

thought of the preceding clause, ~1JT6' apeu,cew taking the 
place of 7re{0ro and expressing the idea of attempt more defi­

nitely. 
el bt av0prinrotr; 'YJPE<TICOV, XptcTTOV i>OVM', OVIC dv 7Jµ17v. '!H 

I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ." 

A supposition contrary to fact (BMT 248), implying that he is 

no longer pleasing men, and that he is a servant of Christ. The 
imperfect 11peu,cov is doubtless like the 7re{0w above, conative, 

not resultative. This is the usual force of the progressive tenses 
in verbs of pleasing, persuading, and the like, which by their 

meaning suggest effort, and there is no occasion to regard the 

present instance as exceptional. That which the apostle says 

would prove him not to be a servant of Christ is, not a being 

pleasing to men, but an endeavour to please men. The expres­
sion is moreover comparative rather than absolute, signifying 

not the intention under any circumstances or in any degree to 

please men, but to please men in preference to God, as is im­
plied in the preceding av0pro'11"0~ •.. ,,, TOV 0edv, and for his 

own advantage and convenience as the whole context suggests. 

There is no contradiction, therefore, between this assertion and 
that of I Cor. ro33 : 7rdVTa '11"0.<TtV apeu,cro, µ~ ~1JT6'V TO lµavrov 

<rvµ</,opov aAAa. TO T6'V 71"0AA6'V, rva uro0wutv. The meaning 

ascribed to the sentence by some of the Greek expositors and 

by a few modems, according to which it expresses the course 

which the apostle would voluntarily have pursued if he had 

been seeking to win the approval of men, "I would not have 

entered the service of Christ but would have remained a Phari­

see," would almost of necessity have been expressed by ov,c dv 

l,yevdµ17v "I should not have become." On Xpurrov without the 

article, as a proper name, cf. on Tov x,pt<rTOV in v. 7, and detached 

note on The Titles and Predicates of Jesus, III, p. 396. The 
whole sentence el bi ... 11µ17v is doubtless, though its rela­

tion to the preceding is not marked by any conjunction (the 
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rydp of TR. having no sufficient authority), a confirmation of 
the implied answer to the questions of the first part of the verse. 

The appeal, however, is not to the J act that he was a servant of 

Christ-this his opponents to whose criticisms he is at this 
moment addressing himself, would not have conceded-but to 

his own consciousness of the incongruity of men-pleasing and 

the service of Christ. It is as if he should say: «Surely I am 

not now a men-pleaser, for I myself recognise that that would 

make me no longer a servant of Christ." 

The connection of this verse with v. 9 is so obviously close, 

· and vv. 11
, 12 so clearly enter upon a new phase of the letter, 

that it is difficult to see how WH. could have made the 

paragraph begin at v. 10• RV. is obviously right in beginning 
it at v. 11• 

It has been urged against taking ~pea:x.ov as conative that the closely 
preceding ape(nmv is evidently not conative, since the idea of attempt 

is separately expressed in t;'l)'tG>. The objection, however, is of little 
force. The Greek verb apea:x.w in the present system means either "to 

- be pleasing to" or (as nearly as it can be expressed in English) "to 
seek to please." With :a verb which by its tense suggests the idea of 

attempt, but only suggests it, the conative idea may be separately 

expressed, as in t;'IJ'tW apea:x.m, or may be left to be conveyed by the 
tense only, as in ~pea:x.ov. 

"E'tt "still" (1) primarily a temporal particle marking action as 

continuing, "then as before," or "now as heretofore," is also used (2) 

to denote quantitative or numerical addition (li'tt lv(X ~ auo, "one or two 

more," Mt. 1816), and (3) logical opposition ('t! l'tt :x.ayw w,; a:lJ.(Xp'tWAo,; 

:x.p!YOlJ.(Xt: "why am I nevertheless judged as a sinner?" Rom. 37). The 

second and third uses, of course, spring from the first, and occasional 
instances occur in which one or the other of these derived ideas is asso­

ciated with the temporal idea and modifies it. See, e. g., Heb. u•. In 
the present passage l'tt might be (a) purely temporal, the comparison 

being with his pre-Christian life when he was not a servant of Christ; 

(b) purely temporal, the comparison being with a previous period of 

his Christian life when he was seeking to please men and, consequently, 

was not a servant of Christ; (c) purely temporal, the comparison being 

with a previous period of his Christian life, when, as alleged by his oppo­
nents, he was seeking to please men; or (d) temporal and adversative, 
l'tt, meaning "still, despite all that I have passed through." The 

interpretation (b) is excluded by the practical impossibility that Paul 

could characterise any part of his Christian life as one in which he 



34 GALATIANS 

was not a servant of Christ. The adversative rendering (d) is rendered 
improbable by the fact that his recent experiences were not such as 
to be specially calculated to eradicate the tendency to men-pleasing; 
rather, if anything, there was in them a temptation to seek to please 
men, a temptation to which his opponents alleged he had yielded. 
The interpretation (c) probably is correct to this extent, that the 
apostle has in mind the charges that have been made against him 
respecting his recent conduct as a Christian apostle, and means to say 
that whatever may have been alleged respecting that past conduct, 
now at least it cannot be charged that he is still seeking to please men. 
Yet it is doubtful whether the reference is solely to an alleged pleasing 
of men, and in so far as !-t, implies a comparison with anything actual 
in the past, it must be with the days of his Phariseeism. For though 
Paul was perhaps less affected by the desire for the praise of men 
(Mt. 6•· •·" 23•ll·), having more desire for righteousness and divine 
approval, than most of his fellow Pharisees (Gal. 1 14 Phil. 3•), yet he 
would doubtless not hesitate to characterise that period of his life as 
one of men-pleasing as compared with his Christian life. The thought 
is therefore probably: "If I were still pleasing men, as was the case in 
the days of my Phariseeism, and as my opponents allege has been 
recently the case, I should not be a servant of Christ." 

AouAo<;, properly "a slave, a bondservant," is frequently used by 
N. T. writers to express their relation and that of believers in general 
to Christ and to God. The fundamental idea of the word is subjection, 
subservience, with which are associated more or less constantly the 
ideas of proprietorship by a master and service to him. The aouAo<; 

is subject to his master (xup,o<;, !iea1r6-t1J<;), belongs to him as his prop­
erty, and renders him service. As applied to the Christian and de­
scribing his relation to Christ or God the word carries with it all three 
of these ideas, with varying degrees of emphasis in different cases, the 

fundamental idea of subjection, obedience, on the whole predominat­
ing. At the same time the conception of the slave as one who serves 
unintelligently and obeys from fear, is definitely excluded from the 
idea of the oouAo<; Xp,a-tou as held by Paul and other N. T. writers; 
!iouAe«x in this sense is denied, and u!o6ea{<X affirmed in its place (Gal. 
41-7 Rom. 815 , 11; cf. also Jn. 1515 Eph. 6•-•). The statement of Cremer 
correctly represents the thought of N. T. in general: "The normal 
moral relation of man to God is that of a oouAo<; -tou 6eoii, whose own 
will though perfectly free is bound to God." It is evidently such a full 
but free service of Christ that Paul has in mind here in the use of the 
term c'ioiiAo<; Xpia-toii. The effort to please men conflicts with and 
excludes unreserved .obedience to Christ. CJ. Deissmann, New Liglu 
from the Ancient East, p. 381. 
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II. PERSONAL PORTION OF THE LETTER. 

THE GENERAL THEME ESTABLISHED BY PROV!NG THE 

APOSTLE'S INDEPENDENCE OF ALL HUMAN AU­

THORITY AND DIRECT RELATION TO CHRIST 
(llL221), 

1. Proposition: Paul received the gospel not from men, 

but immediately from God (111• 12). 

Beginning with these verses, the apostle addresses him­
self to the refutation of the charges and criticisms of the 

judaising teachers, and to the re-establishment of himself and 
his gospel in the confidence of the Galatians; and first of all, 

doubtless as against an assertion of his opponents that he had 

never received (from Jerusalem) a commission authorising him 

to set himself up as a teacher of the religion of Jesus, he affirms 
his entire independence of all human authority or commission, 

and his possession of his gospel by virtue of a divine revelation 

of Jesus Christ. 
11For I declare to you, brethren, that the gospel that was preached 

by me is not according to man; 12j or neither did I receive it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation of 

Jesus Christ. 

11. rv"'pts"' "fap vµiv, aoe).cpo{, "For I declare to you, breth­

ren." The verb "fVwp{tw suggests a somewhat formal or solemn 

assertion. CJ. 1 Cor. 123 151 2 Cor. 81 Eph. 1 9, the similar ex­
pression ov 0e'Xw ll"fVoe'i,v in Rom. 1 13 n 25 1 Cor. 101 121 2 Cor. 

1 8 1 Thes. 413
, and M. and M. Voc. on "fV"'p{f"' and "f£V{j)(J'IC(J), 

The assertion that follows is in effect the proposition to the prov­

ing of which the whole argument of 1 13-221 is directed. This 

relation of vv. 11, 12 to what follows remains the same whether 

we read oe or "fdp. Only in the latter case the apostle (as in 

Rom. 1 16) has attached his leading proposition to a preceding 

statement as a justification of it, not, however, of v. 10, which 

is itself a mere appendix to vv. 8•9 and almost parenthetical, 

but of the whole passage, vv. M, as an expression of his surprise 

at their apostasy and his stem denunciation oi those who are 
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leading them astray. See a somewhat similar use of rydp at 

the beginning of a new division of the argument in Rom. 1 18 ; cf. 

also Rom. 1 16, 17• The word "brethren," a&'A.<f,ot, doubtless 

here, as almost invariably in Paul's epistles, signifies fellow­

Christians. See more fully in fine print _below, and on v. 2• 

nip after rvwp!l;w is the reading of N• BD*FG 33 d f g Vg. Dam. 
Victorin. Hier. Aug.; 0€: N*ADheto KLP, the major portion of the 
cursives. Syr. (psh. hard. pal.) Boh. Ormt. Chr. Euthal. Cyr. Thdrt. 

al. The preponderance of evidence for yixp is very slight. Both readings 

must be very ancient. yixp is the reading of the distinctively Western 
authorities, and 1le apparently of the Alexandrian text. But whicli in 

this case diverged from the original can not be decided by genealogical 
evidence. The group BDFG supporting yixp, and that supporting 

1le, viz., NAP al., each support readings well attested by internal 

evidence. See I ntrod., p. lxxx. The addition of 33 to the former group 

in this case somewhat strengthens it, and ilirows the balance of evidence 
slightly in favour of yixp. Internal evidence gives no decided ground of 

preference for either against the other, and the question must appar­
ently be left about as it is by WH., yixp in the text as a little more prob­

ably right, 1le on the margin as almost equally well attested. If 11,! 

is the true reading, it is probably resumptive in force (Th. s. v. 7; 

W. LIII. 7 b; Rob. p. n85 init.), marking a return to the main thought 

of the superhuman authority of the gospel after the partial digression 

of v. '•· 
Among the Jews it was customary to recognise as brethren all the 

members of a given family or tribe (Lev. 25" Num. 161•), and indeed 

all members of the nation (Lev. 1917 Deut. 1 10 2 Mac. 1 1 Acts 7• 
Rom. 9•). Papyri of the second century B. c. show that members of 

the same religious community were called &:oeA,po!. See M. and M. 

Voc. s. v. The habit of the Christians to call one another brethren 

may have been the product in part of both these older usages. In the 

Christian usage the basis of the relation is purely religious, family and 

national lines, as well as lines of merely personal friendship, being dis­
regarded. Thus while the brethren mentioned in v.• were presumably 

Jews, those who are here addressed as brethren were Gentiles. CJ. 
also Acts 15". According to the gospels Jesus had taught that they are 

his brethren who do God's will, and they brethren to one another 

who unite in recognising Jesus himself as Master. Mk. 311·H Mt. 23•. 

In Paul the emphasis of the term is upon the fraternal, affectionate, 

mutually regardful attitude of Christians to one another (1 Cor. 5" 6H 

811 •11 15" 2 Cor. 11 213 Rom. 1410, "· 10), though the suggestion of a com­
mon relationship to Christ and God is not wholly lacking (see Rom. 
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811, ''· 11), and the use of it constitutes an appeal to all those relations 
of affection and fellowship which Christians sustain to one another by 

virtue of their co=on faith, and membership in one body (1 Cor. 
121ff-). On later Christian usage, see Harnack, Mission and Expansion 
of Christianity,• I 405 f. 

TO eva••ne'>.,,,ov TO evaryrye)J,afJev {nr' lµ.ov ~Ti ov" lcrnv "aTa 

clvfJpmrov· "that the gospel that was preached by me is not ac­

cording to man." TO evaryryl'A£ov, logically the subject of da--nv, 

is, by a species of attraction common both in classical writers 

and N. T. Gelf 898. 2; W. LXVI 5 a) introduced 3:s the ob­
ject of ryvrop{'"'· On the meaning of evaryrye'luov, see detached 
note, p. 422' and on Eva-y-ye)..io-0ev see on v.8• On the use of the 

verb with an accusative of content, or in the passive with a 
subject denoting the gospel or its content, see vv. 16, 23 Lk. 81 

r616 I Cor. r51 2 Cor. rr7• The aorist tense, evaryrye)J,afJev, is 

probably used in preference to the present because Paul has in 

mind at this moment the gospel not as that which he is wont 

to preach, or is now preaching, but as that which was preached 

by him to the Galatians. That the gospel preached by him is 

always the same is at once suggested, however, by the use of 
the present tense, l<rTtv. A converse use of aorist and present 

occur~ with similar effect in 22, ave~E/J,'f/V awo,~ TO evaryrye>..iov 

3 "1JPV<r<rCIJ, 

Kerr& &v8p1,mov, a phrase used by Greek writers from Aeschyl. down 

(see Wetst. on Rom. 3•), but in N. T. by Paul only, is of very general 

significance, the noun being neither on the one hand gene* (which 
would require -rov &v8p1,m011) nor individually indefinite, "a man," ~ut 

merely qJ.!!lltta,tiv_e. The preposition signifies "according to," "agree­
ably to," "according to the will or thought of," or "after the manner 
of" (see it used similarly in the phrases l<.OC'ta: 8e6v, Rom. 82'1 2 Cor. 71, 11, 

x~ x6p1ov, 2 Cor. 117, and x1X-ra: Xp1a-tov 'l1Jaouv, Rom. 15•), and the 

whole phrase means "human" or «humanly," "from 11, J:rµman point 
of view,;;- ''according.to human-will or thought": Ro;: 3' 1 Cor. 3• 91 

15" Gal. 316• Respecting its precise force here there are three possi­

bilities: (a) As in I Cor. 91 it may signify "according to the thought 

of man," i. e., of human authority; (b) under the influence of the idea 

of a message in eu1XnaA1ov it may mean "of human origin"; (c) it may 

convey simply the general idea "human" without more exact dis­

crimination. There is no decisive ground of choice among these, but 
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the last seems more consistent both with the usage of the phrase and 
with the context; notice that v." covers both source and method of 
origin, and does not specifically mention authority. The suggestion of 
Bous. (SNT.) that it means "self-originated," "eigene Phantasie," is 
not sustained by usage, and is excluded by the next two clauses, o~lle 

••• ell1ll&x8,iv, in which it is in effect defined. 

12. O'UOE rya,p eryw 'TT'apa av0pOYrrov 7rape?..a/3ov aimJ, "for 

neither did I receive it from man." This is the first step of the 
proof of the preceding general statement that his gospel is not 

a human message. Like the proposition itself it is negative, 
denying human source. ovoe coupled with ,ydp may (r) serve 

to introduce a statement of what is at the same time a fact 

additional to the one already stated and an evidence for it, as 
is the case especially in arguments from analogy (see Lk. 2036 

Jn. 522 Acts 412 Rom. 87), or (2) ovoe may throw its force upon a 

single term of the sentence, suggesting a comparison of the 

case mentioned with some other case previously mentioned or 

in mind. On this latter view the comparison would doubtless 
be with the Twelve, who, it is taken for granted, received the 

gospel otherwise than from man. This comparison itself, how­

ever, may be of either one of two kinds: (a) It may be com­

parison simply and, so to speak, on equal terms, "For neither 

did I any more than they receive it, etc." (CJ. Jn. 76, as inter­

preted in AV., "for neither did his brethren believe on him." 
See also a similar use of ovoe without rydp in Mk. rr 26 ; or (b) it 

may be ascensive comparison: "For not even I, of whom, not 

being of the Twelve, it might have been supposed that I must 

have received the gospel from men, received it thus" (cf. 

Gal. 613). Of these three views the first (maintained by Sief.) 

is most in accord with N. T. usage of ovoe rydp (see exx. above), 

but is objectionable because the statement here made can not 

easily be thought of as a co-ordinate addition to the preceding, 

and because the presence of eryw, emphatic by the mere fact of 

its insertion, almost requires that ovoe shall be interpreted as 

1 throwing its force upon it. The second view, 2(a), is more 

probable than the third, 2(b); ~the implication of the latter 

that his receiving his gospel otherwise than from man is in a 
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sense an extreme case seems foreign to the state of mind of the 
apostle as it appears in this chapter. The objection that there 
is no ground for assuming a comparison with the Twelve is 
without force; the whole tenor of this chapter and the follow­
ing goes to show that Paul's commission had been declared to 
be inferior to that of the Twelve, and that he has this in mind 
throughout his defence; when, therefore, by the use of dry@ he 
indicates that he is comparing himself with some one else as 
respects the source of his gospel, we scarcely need to be informed 

that the unexpressed term of the comparison is the Twelve. 

The verb 1tapci>.aµ.~ro bears in N. T. two meanings: (1):"To take to 
or along with one's self," "to accept." (2) "To receive something 
transmitted to one." The latter is the uniform or all but uniform use 
in Paul. 1 Cor. II" 15 1,• Gal. 1• Phil. 4• Col. 2• (?) 417 (?) 1 Thes. 21• 

41 2 Thes. 3•, and is the undoubted meaning here. 
1tcipi;c civ8pw1tou. The original force of 1tcip6c with the genitive is "from 

beside," denoting procession from a position beside or with some one. 
In N. T. precisely this sense is rare (Jn. 15" 1607), but in the majority 
of instances the meaning is one which is derived from this. Thus both 
in Greek writers and in N. T. it is used after verbs of learning, hearing, 
inquiring, issuing, receiving, yet often in a sense scarcely distinguish­

able from that of ex1t6. With Mk. S" cf. Lk. 8°, and with Mt. 12" cf. 

Lk. II". When used after a verb which implies transmission, espe­
cially a compound of 1tcip6c, 1tap6c before the noun apparently acquires 
by association the sense "along from," marking its object as source, 
but at the same time as transmitter from a more ultimate source. 
Such seems to be the force of the preposition in 1 Thes. 2 13 41 2 Thes. 3•; 
it is also entirely appropriate to the first instance of its occurrence in 
Phil. 418; its use the second time may be due either to the fact that 
Paul avoided the suggestion of a different relation in the two cases 
which a change to &:1t6 would have conveyed, or even to a desire deli­
cately to hint a divine source back of the Philippians themselves, mak­
ing them also transmitters. This latter instance seeIIlS in any case 
to be strongly against the view of Winer (WM. p. 463f. n.) and Mey. 
on 1 Cor. II" that 1tap6c means "directly from." On the other hand, 
Ltft.'s view that "where the idea of transmission is prominent· 1tcip6c 

will be used in preference to &:1t6," whether the object be the immediate 
or the remote source, is not sustained by the evidence as a whole. 
Not only is 1tcip6c often used of ultimate source, with no suggestion of 
transmission, but ii1t6 is used, in I Cor. II" at least, when the idea of 
transmission is suggested by the verb, and in every instance where 
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'ltczpd: is used before a transmitting source, the idea of transmission is 

suggested by the verb or context, and the object is the mediate source. 

To this rule Phil. 418 is, as remarked above, probably no exception. 

The force of 'lCCZpa accordingly in the present phrase 'ltczpa: av8pi/mou, joined 

with 'ltczpe)..cz~ov, which distinctly suggests receiving by transmission, is 

probably "along from," and taken with oocSe the phrase denies that the 

gospel which Paul preached was received by him from men as the 

intermediate source. This, of course, carries with it, also, the denial 

of man as the ultimate source, since the supposition of an ultimate 

human source with a divine mediate source is excluded by its own 

absurdity. In effect, therefore, 'ltcxp<l: in the present phrase covers the 

ground more specifically covered in v.• by ix'lt6 and cS1<l:. 

'Av8pW1tou is probably to be taken as in cSt' av8pW'ltou in v. • in the most 

general qualitative sense, not as having reference to any individual; 

it is hence to be translated "from man," rather than "from a man." 

Cf. on v.•, and see Jn. 584• 

oin-e eSiM-x8r,v, "nor was I taught it." To the denial of 

man as the source from which he received his gospel the apostle 

adds as a correlative statement a denial of instruction as the 
method by which he obtained it. This was, of course, precisely 

the method by which the great majority of the Christians and 

even of the Christian teachers of that day had received the 

gospel. It had been communicated to them by other men. 

CJ. the case of Apollos, Acts r826• 26, of Timothy, 2 Tim. 314, and 
the frequent use of the word "teach" in reference to the work 

of apostles and preachers in general: Acts 418 528 2020 r Cor. 417 

Col. r28, etc. The apostle characterises his as an exceptional 

case. As a pupil of the Pharisees he had been taught some­

thing very different from the gospel, but he had had no 

connection with those who at the beginning were the teachers 

of the gospel. See the reference to these facts in vv. 13•17• 

OoM before eoto. is read by NAD*FGP 31, 104, 326, 436, 442 Boh. 
Eus. Chr. Euthal. Cyr. Thdrt. Dam.; o1he by BD0KL Oec. al. Since 

the latter evidence proves that ofl-i:e is not simply an idiosyn­

crasy of B., and the Western authorities are almost unanimously on 

the side of oolle, the probability is that oooe is a Western digression 

from the original reading ofln, produced either by accidental assimila­

tion to the preceding ooM or by correction of the unusual combination 

ooi3e ••• ofl-i:e. CJ. WM. pp. 617 f. 
The ofl-i:e before eoto. can not be regarded as strictly correlative to oocSe 
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at the beginning of the verse, since ouoe and oG'l'e are not correlative 
conjunctions (WM. p. 617), the "neither ... nor" of the English 
translation by its suggestion of this relation to that extent misrepre­

senting the Greek. Nor would the clauses be correlative if· ouoe be 
read instead of ocr'l'e here (see below), since ouoe ... ouoe express not 

correlation-the first looking forward to the second and the second 
back to the first-but successive negation, each oooi! looking backward 

and adding a negation to one already in mind. With the reading oG't'e, 
however, the second clause is introduced as correlative to the first, 
though the first had been expressed with a backward look to the pre­

ceding sentence, not with a forward look to the present clause. 

a>..>..a 0£' a,ro,ea>..v,frew,; 'l71uovXpiuTOV, "but it came to me 

through revelation of Jesus Christ." A verb such as is sug­
gested by 1rape>..a/3ov and eo,oax011v is of necessity to be sup­

plied in thought with oi' a1ro,ea>..v,fre~, yet not eo,oax011v itself, 

since there is a manifest contrast between instruction and reve­

lation, the first being denied and the latter affirmed, as the 

method by which the apostle obtained his gospel. On the 
meaning of a,ro,ed>..v,[n,;, see detached note on' A1ro,ea>..mroand 

'A1r0Kd>..i4,s, p. 433. It is evident that the apostle is here using 

the term in its third sense, viz., a divine disclosure of a person 

or truth, involving also perception of that which is revealed by 

the person to whom the disclosure is made. He is speaking 

neither of an epiphany of Jesus as a world event, nor of a dis­

closure of him which, being made to men at large, as, e. g., 

through his life and death, might be perceived by some and fall 

ineffectual upon others, but of a personal experience, divine in 
its origin (cf. ouoe ... 1rapa av0pw1rov), personal to himself 

and effectual. 

It has been much disputed whether '1770-ov Xpi<TTov is an:;, 

objective or subje.ctive genitive, whether Christ is the revealed \f 
or the revealer. ,9According to the former interpretation, Paul 

in effect affirms that Jesus Christ had been revealed to him, 

and in such way that that revelation carried with it the sub­
stance of the gospel. '· If Christ is the revealer, it is doubtless the 

gospel that is revealed. It is in favour of the former view (1) 

· that Paul is wont to speak of God as the author of revelations; 

and of Christ as the one revealed, not as the revealer: see for 
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the former usage I Cor. 2 10 2 Cor. 121, and for the latter I Cor. 

17 2 Thes. 17 Gal 1 16 ; (2) that this latter usage occurs in this 
very context (v. 16) where Paul, apparently speaking of the 

same fact to which he here refers, uses the phrase a7ro,ca-Xv,Jrai 
TOV vlov aVTOV ev eµ,ot, in which Jesus is unambiguously rep­

resented as the one revealed. It may be urged in favour of the 

second interpretation (1) that the phrase thus understood fur­
nishes the proper antithesis to 7rapa, av0pOYTrOV and e8,Mx0rJV, 
affirming Christ as the source and revelation as the method 
over against man as the source and instruction as the method; 

{2) that the gospel, especially the gospel of Paul as distinguished 

from the Jewish-Christian conception of the gospel, requires as 

its source a revelation of larger and more definite content than 

is implied when the genitive is taken as objective. But these 
arguments are by no means decisive. Paul is not wont to pre­

serve his antitheses perfect in form, and the first view as truly 

as the second preserves it substantially, since it is self-evident 

that if Christ was revealed to him (or in him) God was the 

revealer. As to whether a revelation of which Christ was the 

content was adequate to be the source of his gospel, there is 
much reason to believe that in his conception of Jesus obtained 

by the revelation of him there were virtually involved for Paul 
all the essential and distinctive features of his gospel. Thus it 

certainly ii1cluded the resurrection of Jesus, and as an inference 
from it his divine sonship- (Rom. 1 4); these in view of Paul's 

previous attitude towards the law might, probably did, lead him 
to recognise the futility of righ_teousness by law, this in turn 

preparing the way at least for the recognition of faith as the 

true principle of the religious life; this accepted may have led 

to the conviction that the Gentile could be justified without 

circumc1s1on. While it can not perhaps be proved that pre­

cisely this was the order of Paul's thought, his various refer­

ences to his experience find their most natural explanation in 

this view, that the new conception of Jesus which Paul gained 

by the revelation of Christ in hlm furnished the premise from 

which the essential elements of his gospel were derived. See 

Phil. 3'·9 Gal. 2
19 Rom. 720 329, 30, and v. 16 of this chap., where 
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he closely connects the two extremes of the experience attrib­

uted to him, viz., the revelation of Christ and the mission to 
the Gentiles. See also Acts 2616, 17, where a similar connection 

occurs. It seems, therefore, more probable that the genitive 
'I11aov Xpurrov is objective, and that the apostle refers to a 

divinely given revelation of Jesus Christ which carried with it 

the conviction that he was the Son of God. See further on v. 18• 

• Aitol!.Cil:Au,j,w<;, being without the article, may be either indefinite," a 

revelation" or qualitative, "revelation." In the former case the ref­
erence is to a single specific though unidentified experience. In the 

latter case the phrase simply describes the method by which the gospel 
was received without reference to singleness or multiplicity of ex­

perience. The reference in the apostle's mind may be to the Da­
mascus experience only (cf. vv. u, 17) or may include any revelations 

by which Christ was made known to him. In the absence of evidence \ 
of specific reference "by revelation" is preferable to "by a revelation" 

as a translation of the phrase. 

2. Evidence substantiating the preceding assertion of his 
independence of human authority ( vv. 11 , 12) drawn 

from various periods of his life (1 18-221). 

(a) Evidence drawn from his life before his conversion 
(113, 14). 

To substantiate the statement of vv. 11• 12 the apostle ap­

peals to the facts of his life,. some of them at least already 

known to his readers; he begins with his life before his con­

version to faith in Jesus. The evidence in the nature of the 
ca&e is directed towards the negative part of the proposition. 

That which sustained the positive assertion he· could affirm, 

but could not appeal to as known to others. 
13For ye have heard of my manner of life formerly in the religion 

of the Jews, that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God 

and ravaged it. 14And I was advancing in the religion of the 

Jews beyond many who were of equal age with me in my nation, 

being more exceedingly zealous than they of the traditions of my 
fathers. 

13 'H ' ). ' ' ' ' ,,_ ' ' ~ 'I • ,covaaTe ryap T1JV eµ,11v avaa-Tpo.,,1111 '1f'OTe ev T<p ov-

8aurµ,fi,, "For ye have heard of my manner of life formerly in 
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the religion of the Jews." With this sentence Paul introduces 
the evidence which his own career furnished that he had not 
received the gospel from man or by instruction. The force of 
rydp in the present sentence extends in effect into, if not through, 
the second chapter. The argument is cumulative in character. 
Its first step is to the effect that he was not, previous to his 
conversion, under Christian influence at all, but was, on the 
contrary, a violent opposer of the Christian church. From 
whom the Galatians had heard (17,covuaTe) the story of his pre­
Christian life Paul does not say; most probably it was from 
himself. If so, this reflects in an interesting way his probable 
habit of making use of his own experience in presenting the 
gospel. CJ. Acts, chap. 22, and esp. chap. 26. On the tense 
of ~,covuaTE, see BMT 46, 52. 

'Avaa-tpoipTJ, meaning in classical writers "return," etc., first ap­

pears in the second century B. c. in the sense "manner of life," 
"conduct" (Polyb. 4. 82 1), which sense it also has in the very few 

instances in which it is found in the Apocr.: Toh. 4" 2 Mac. 3•• (it is 
not found in the Lxx, canonical books, and though it stands in the 
Roman edition at 2 Mac. 5• it is without the support of either of the 
uncials which contain the passage, viz. AV.); this is also its regular 

meaning in N. T. (Eph. 4" 1 Tim. 4" Heb. 137 Jas. 313 1 Pet. 116, 11 2 11 

31, •· 11 2 Pet. 21 311). 

On the position of 'ltod see Butt. p. 91, and cf. Phil. 41• 1 Cor. 91; also 
(cited by Sief. ad loc.), Plato, Legg. III 685 D, ii rij,; TpoCa,; &).wac,; 

-rb a.6-tepov, "the capture of Troy the second time"; Soph. 0.- T. 1043, 

-roii -tupcivvou rij,;8e -yij,; 'lta:Aac 'ltod, "the long-ago ruler of this land." 

'loul!a1aµ6,;, "the Jews' religion," occurs in N. T. only in this and 

the following verse; for exx. outside N. T. see 2 Mac. 2 21 81 1431 bis 

4 Mac. 421• In the passages in Mac. it denotes the Jewish religion in 
contrast with the Hellenism which the Syrian kings were endeavouring 

to force upon the Jews; here, of course, the prevalent Judaism with its 

rejection of Jesus in contrast with the faith of the followers of Jesus as 

the Messiah. The very use of the term in this way is significant of 

the apostle's conception of the relation between his former and his 
present· faith, indicating that he held the latter, and had presented it 

to the Galatians, not as a type of Judaism, but as an independent 

religion distinct from that of the Jews. Though the word Christianity 
was probably not yet in use, the fact was in existence. 

gT£ ,caO' -lnrep{JoX~v eUw,cov T~V €/CICA.'T}tT(av TOV 8eov ,cal brdp-

8ovv auT~v, "that beyond measure I persecuted the church of 
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God and ravaged it." This whole clause and the following one 
are epexegetic of 'TrJV EJJ,1JV ava<J"Tpocp~v, not, however, defining 
in full the content of that phrase, but setting forth that element 
of it which the apostle has in mind as bearing on his argument. 
That he stood thus in intense hostility to the church is evidence 
that h~.w~s_not of those who through the influence of asso­
ciation with Christians, and as a result of instruction (cf. olrre 

e8i8dx011v, v. 12
) were led to receive the gospel. 

The word o~ep~o'),:{J and the specific phrase 'Jl.a8' il~ep~o):fiv are classical, 

but are used in N. T. only by Paul. The phrase occurs in Rom. 711 

1 Cor. 1211 2 Cor. 1• 417, always in the sense "exceeding (ly)," "superior." 

The imperfects, eiSfo>x.ov and i~6p8ouv, representing the actions 

denoted by them as in progress, bring out clearly the continuance of 
the persecuting activity. The latter verb, meaning in itself not simply 

"to injure," but "to destroy," "to ruin," has here, as co=only in 
the progressive tenses, a conative force. See L. & S. s. v. and BMT 23, 

and compare on ~e!&i and l\peaxov in v. 1•. iStw)(.(i), used from Homer 
down, meaning "to pursue," frequently carries the associated idea of 

hostile purpose, and so comes in classical writers to mean "to prose­
cute" (o iStw)(.(i)v is "the prosecutor," o q,e6-y111v, "the defendant"), and in 

the Lxx (Jer. 1718) and N. T. "to persecute" (Rom. 12" 1 Cor. 4" 
et freq.). ~op8ew, used from Homer down as a military term, meaning 

"to destroy," "to ravage" (cities), and from JEschylus, of violence to 
persons, is not found in the Lxx (canonical books), or Apocr., but 

occurs in 4 Mac. 4" 11• of persons. In N. T. it is found in this epistle 

here and v." and in Acts 921, always of Paul. 

On ex.x.A1JC1!cz in N. T. see detached note, p. 417. Two facts are 

notable about the expression employed here, -Ii exx.A1JC1!cz -toii Oeoii: 

(1) the use of the singular to denote not a local body but the Christian 
co=unity at large. CJ. the different use of the word in vv.•• n I Cor. 

1• 2 Cor. 1 1; and for the evidence that the phrase has this CECumenical 
meaning here, see the detached note referred to above. (2) the char­

acterisation of this co=unity as the church of God. The first of 
these facts shows that Paul had not only formed the conception of 

churches as local assemblies and communities of Christians (vv. 1, "), 

but had already united these local co=unities in his thought into 

one entity-the church. The second fact shows that this body already 

stood in his mind as the chosen people of God, and indicates how 

fully, in his thought, the Christian church had succeeded to the posi­

tion once occupied by Israel. Paul's employment of this phrase in 

this particular place was probably due to his sense of the wrongful­

ness of his persecution as directed against the church of God. CJ. 1 

Cor. 15•. Incidentally it may be noticed that inasmuch as the church 
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which Paul persecuted was a Jewish church, not only in that it was 

composed of Jews, but probably mainly of those who still observed the 
Jewish law, his characterisation of it as the church of God shows how 

far he was from denying the legitimacy of Jewish Christianity in itself. 
CJ. also 1 Thes. 2 14, and see Introd., pp. lxii.f. 

14. tca~ 7rpoetc0'1T'T01J €1) T<p 'IovSai:crµp vrrep 7T'OAAOW <TWl}At­

/C{,O)Ta<; ev T<p 7evei µov, "and I was advancing in the religion 

of the Jews beyond many who were of equal age with me 

in my nation." As in the preceding part of the sentence, 

so here the action is presented not as a mere fact but as con­

tinuing. CJ. Lk. 2 62• The nature of this advance in Judaism 

is not defined. CJ. below on vrrdpxOJv. Increasing knowledge 

of those things which constituted the learning of the Jewish 
schools, a more perfect realisation of the Jewish (in his case 

specifically the Pharisaic) ideal of conduct, higher standing 

and official position in the Pharisaic order, may all have been 

included in the experience, and in his thought as here expressed; 

but, as Phil. 36• 6 would suggest, especially the achievement of 
righteousness according to the standards and ideals of Phar­

isaism. His progress, he adds, not only carried him beyond 

his own former attainments, but by it he outstripped many of 
his contemporaries, making more rapid progress than they. 

On ev -rlji revet µou, cf. 2 Cor. II" Phil. 3•. Though -yevo,; varies in 
inclusiveness from family to race in tile largest sense, yet the etymo­
logical sense (cf. -ylvoµ.at, -yew<X(a), etc.) is so far retained that the word 

almost invariably refers to what is determined by origin, not by choice. 

In Jos. Ant. 13. 297 (10•) we find indeed the phrase -ro ~<X88ouxalwv 

-yevo,;. Yet this is not N. T. usage, and in view of the use of the term 

'lou8Gttaµ6,;, indicating that to his Gentile readers Paul is describing his 

life from the general national point of view, without reference to distinc­

tion of sects, and in the absence of any qualifying phrase giving to it a 

narrower sense than usual, it can not be understood to have specific ; 

reference to the sect of the Pharisees. 

'1T'€p£CTCT0Tepw<; '1]AOJT~<; vrrdpx(J)l) TOJlJ '1T'aTp£tcOJ1J µov 7rapa8d-­

CT€0JV. "being more exceedingly zealous than they of the tra­

ditions of my fathers." 7repicr<roTepOJ<; is in form and force a 

comparative; the unexpressed member of the comparison is 
doubtless to be supplied from the 7ro>,.>..ow CTVV1]A£tc£WTa<;. The 
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participle vrrdpxrov is probably causal, though not emphatically 

so, "because I was more exceedingly zealous than they." See a 
similar use of vrrdpxrov in similar position in Acts 1940 l Cor. rr7 

2 Cor. 817
• Ell. and Sief. take it as a participle of closer defi­

nition, defining that in which the action of 7rpoe,co7r'Tov takes 

place. But this interpretation mistakes either the meaning or 
the tense-force of 7rpoe,co7r-rov, taking it in a sense impossible 

to it, "I was in advance of." The whole phrase accounts for 

his extraordinary advancement as compared with his fellows. 

Though vrrdpxwv is grammatically subordinate to 7rpoe/C07r'TOV 

the fact expressed by it is, even more emphatically than that 

conveyed by the verb, an evidence of that which the apostle is 

here endeavouring to establish, viz., that he was not at the 

time referred to under such influences or in such frame of mind 

as to make reception of the gospel by him from human hands 
or by instruction possible. The limitation of t77AroT17s- by -rwv 

7ra1pi,cwv 7rapaiouerov makes it probable that it is not to be 

taken as a class name meaning a Zealot, a member of the 

Zealot party (see Th. s. v. and Diet, Bib.), but rather as an 

adjective meaning "zealous for," "zealously devoted to." 
Aside from the question whether the Zealots and Pharisees 

were so related to one another that one could be a member of 
both parties (Phil. 36 shows that Paul was a Pharisee), there 

is no clear or even probable N. T. instance of t77AroT17S' used as a' 

class name, and at the same time limited by an objective geni­
tive, and the passages cited by Lt.ft. -do not at all pro~e that 

Paul belonged to this party. As an adjective the word does 

not define the exact relation to that which is expressed by the 

genitive, but is general enough to refer to zeal to acquire, to 

observe, to defend,, according to the nature of the case. In the 

present instance it evidently includes the two latter ideas. 

CJ. Acts 2120 223; the sense is slightly different in Tit. 2 14 

I Pet. 313• 

'ltcipoc5oat<; itself signifies an act of transmission or that which is trans­
mitted (in N. T. always in the latter sense and with reference to in­
struction or information), without indicating the method of transmis­
sion, or implying any lapse of time such as is usually associated with 
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the English word tradition. Thus Paul uses it of his own instructions, 
both oral and written, 1 Cor. n• 2 Thes. 2 16 (though possibly referring 

to elements of his teaching received from others), and Josephus of 

his own written narrative, Con. Ap. I. 50 (9), 53 (rn). Here, however, 
the addition of 1ta-rptl(.WY µou distinctly describes the 1tapcxaoat,; as trans­
mitted from previous generations, and the similarity of the phrase to 1ta­

pcxlSoat<; -rwY 1tpea{3u-repwv (Mt. 152 Mk. 7'· '• where it is contrasted with the 
laws of Moses), and to -r&: tl(. 1tapaa6aew,; -rwY 1ta-repwY, Jos. Ant. 13. 297 

(rn•),"' where the things derived by tradition from the fathers and not 

written in the laws ot Moses are contrasted with those which are thus 
written, makes it clear that Paul refers to the well-known orally trans­

mitted traditions which were observed by the Pharisees. There is no 
reason, however, especially in view of the fact that Paul is writing to 

Gentiles, to take 1ta-rptl(.WV µou otherwise than simply in the national 
sense (cf. iv -r4'> ylvet µou above), describing the traditions as derived from 

his national ancestors, not from his (Pharisaic) fathers in contrast with 

those of other Jews, or of the Sadducees. Cf. the passage cited 

above from Josephus, in which the traditions observed by the Pharisees 
are described not as coming from the Pharisees, but from the fathers, 

and criticised not on the ground of their Pharisaic origin, but as being 
observed by the Pharisees as authoritative. CJ. also Mk. 7•• •. 

(b) Evidence of his independent apostleship drawn from the 
circumstances of his conversion and his conduct immediately 
thereafter (1 15•17). 

Passing from the evidence of his pre-Christian life, the apostle 

now draws evidence from the conversion-experience and his 

conduct immediately thereafter. 
15And when it pleased him who from my mother's womb had set 

me apart, and who called me through his grace, 16to reveal his Son 

in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles, immediately I 

communicated not with. flesh and blood, 17nof did I go up to J eru­

salem to those that were apostles before me, but I went away 

into Arabia and again I returned to Damascus. 

• VVv 8£ 811A..wum /301/A.oµ.a.t., On v6µ.t.µ.O. Tt1'4 1ra.pi8ocra.v Tti'., 8)7µ.c,, oi cJta.pc.ua.iot.•E,c Tra.Tiptllv 

Bua.Boxlff, li.rrttp oV,c O.va.yiypa.ff"Ta.r. e ... TOii Mwvuiw~ 116µ.ot.f, ,ca,i. 81.a. TOiiTo T«VTa. TO ~a.88ov­

,ca,l,ov ytfvot i1t./30.A.A.n, >..eyov .Kttiva. 8eiv 1}yei0"8a.t. vOµ.,µ.a.JTII. yeypa.µ.µ.iva., .,.4 a· E,c. 1rapa.86-

0"<o>< To>V 1ra.T<1""• 1£~ n,p,iv: "And now I wish to show that the Pharisees transmitted to the 

people certain usages received from the fathers which are not recorded in the laws of Moses, 
and on this acconnt the sect of the Sadducees rejects them, saying that it is necessary to re­
gard as obligatory those things that are written, but not to observe the things handed down 
by tradition from the fathers." 
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15 "O ~' '~ I ' ',I,. I ' "' I J_ , 'TE OE E1/00IC1JCTEV O a.,,opt<Tac; µE EiC ICOLl\,Lac; µ1]'TprJ\· µ011 

,cal ,caXeuac; OLit Tijc; xapt'TO<; av'TOV (16) a,7ro,caXv,fra, 'TOV ulov 

av'TOV ev eµot "And when it pleased him who from my mother's 

womb had set me apart, and who called me through his grace, 

to reveal his Son in me." The affirmation of this sentence that 

after his conversion, as before, the apostle kept himself apart 

from the Twelve is not antithetical to that of the preceding, 

but continues his argument; oe should, therefore, be translated 

"and," rather than "but" (RV.). For the purposes of lus 

argument the central element of the statement of vv. 111-17 is 

in v. 16b; "immediately I communicated not with flesh and 

blood." For this statement, however, pertaining to his con­

duct immediately after his conversion to faith in Jesus, he pre­

pares the way in vv. 15• 16a by referring to certain antecedents 

of his conversion. All these he ascribes to God; for that 
o acf>op{uac; ..• ,ea£ ,caMuac; refers to God, and a,7ro,caXv,fra, to 

a- divine act, is evident from the nature of the acts referred 

to. See esp. on the Pauline usage of ,caXero, v. 8, and detached 

note on 'A7ro,caXVTr'TOJ and 'A7ro,cdX11,Jrtc;, p. 433. Of the three 

antecedents here named the :first and second, expressed by 

acf>op{uac; and ,caXeuac; are associated together grammatically, 

the participles being under one article and joined by ,ea(. But 

it is the second and third that are most closely associated in 

time, acf>op(uac; being dated from his birth, while the events de­

noted by ,ca)l.euac; and a7ro,ca)l.v,ya,, as the usage of the word 

,caXero shows, are elements or immediate antecedents of the 

con version-experience. 

By fhe emphasis which in his references to these antecedents 

of his conversion he throws upon the divine activity and grace 

(note ev xdpm) and by dating the :first of these back to the 

very beginning of his life he incidentally strengthens his argu­

ment for his own independent divine commission. He whom 

God himself from his birth set apart to be a preacher of the 

gospel to the Gentiles and whom by his grace he called into 

that service can not be dependent on men for his commission 

or subject to their control. 

The question whether the phrase a7ro,caXv,Jrat • • • EV eµo{ 
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refers to a subjective revelation in and for the apostle or to 
an objective manifestation of Christ in and through him to 

others (on which Ell., e. g., holds the former, and Ltft. the latter 
view) can not be answered simply by an appeal to the meaning 

or usage of the preposition ev. ev eµo{ can of itself mean nothing 

else than "in me." But it may equally well represent in the 

mind of the writer the thought "within me," with no reference 
to any effect upon any one else (cf. Rom. 1 111 Gal. 2 20), or "in 

my case" and thus (impliedly) "by means of me to others" (cf. 

v. 24 1 Cor. 46 1 Tim. 1 16
). Which of these two represents the 

apostle's thought must be decided by other evidence than the 
mere force of the preposition. (a) The meaning of the verb 

atrro,ca'A.vrrr"'. As pointed out in the detached note on this 

word, p. 433, with rare exceptions, if any, a7ro,ca'A.wTw denotes 

a disclosure of something by the removal of that which hitherto 
concealed it, and, especially, a subjective revelation to an indi­

vidual mind. Now it is evident that only the revelation of 

Christ to Paul, not the public manifestation or presentation of 
him to the world in and through Paul, could be thought of 

either in general as a disclosure of what was previously hidden 
(since Christ had already been preached in the world but had 

been hidden in his true character from Paul), or specifically as 
a subjective revelation. The choice of the word a7ro,ca'A.wT"', 

therefore, is favourable to the former of the two views named 
above. (b) Such being · the ·case as · respects the meaning of 

a7ro,ca'A.vrrr"', it is evident that the idea of a manifestation of 

Christ in and through Paul to others could hardly have been 
expressed simply by ev eµo(, but would require o,a eµov 

or some such addition as Tfi, ,coa-µrp. (c) The connection 

with rva eva••rte'A.tt"'µa, also favours the reference to an experi­

ence in itself' affecting Paul only. This revelation is defined 
by the passage as the third stage of the apostle's preparation 

for his public proclamation of Christ (not, as Ltft.·makes it, an 
integral part of his entrance on that ministry; evaryrye'A.(troµa, 

aimJv defines his ministry, to which the divine a7ro,ca'A.6'fra,, 

equally with the acf,opta-a, and the ,ca'A.ea-a,, were preparatory). 

For this preaching an inward revelation to Paul of the Son of 
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God, whom he was to preach, was a natural and necessary 
preparation; a manifestation of Christ in and through him to 

others is too nearly identical with the preaching itself to be 
spoken of as having that preaching for its purpose. (d) V. 11 

clearly speaks of a revelation of Christ to Paul by which he 

received his gospel. The similarity of the terms used here and 

the close connection of the thought-Paul is here proving what 

he there affirmed-make it probable that the terms mean the 

same and the fact referred to is the same here as there. (e) 
Even aside from any similarity of terminology it is evident 

that the whole subject of discourse in this paragraph is not how 

Paul made known his gospel, but how he received it; the refer­

ence of the central term of this sentence to the presentation of 
Christ to others involves an impossible digression from the 

theme of the whole passage. 

The apostle's use of the phrase "Son of God" and v. 12 are 
either alone sufficient to make it clear that by 'TOV viov av'TOV 

he means Jesus, while the time of the event of which he speaks 

and the phrase ev eµot make it certain that it is the risen Jesus 

of whom he speaks. Though grammatically the direct object 
of a1ro,ea">..v,[rai, Tov vliw avTov is undoubtedly to be taken as 

expressing the conception of Jesus .which he obtained in the 
revelation; it is thus in effect equivalent to 'l71croiiv &>~ (or 
elvai) 'TOV viov avrov. On the question, which is very impor­

tant for the understanding of the genesis of Paul's gospel, 

especially his Christology, what aspect of the divine sonship 

of Jesus he has chiefly in mind as having been revealed to him 
in the Damascus experience, and for the evidence that he refers 

especially to sonship as involving moral likeness to God and 

hence revelation of God, see detached note on The Titl,es and 

Predicates of Jesus, V, p. 408, and cf. esp. 2 Cor. 48• 

TR. with NADKLP al. pier. d Boh. Arm. Eth. Or. Dial. Eus. 
Epiph. ps-Ath. Chr. Cyr. Euthal. Severian Thdrt. Dam. Irmt. Aug. al. 
insert b 6e6,; after eoa6x:qaE11. The text as above, without b 8e6,;, 

is attested by BFG 1905 f g Vg. Syr. (psh. hard.) Eus. Epiph. Chr. 
Thdrt. Irint. Victorin. Ambrst. Hier. al. Transcriptional probability 
strongly favours the text without b 6e6,; as the original, since there is 
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an obvious motive for the (correct) interpretative gloss, but none for its 

omission. In view of the indecisive character of the external evidence 

the internal evidence must be regarded as decisive for the omission. 

The verb a05oxifw (the earliest extant instances of which are found 

in the Lxx, where it stands most often as the translation of the Hebrew 

verb 11J1, "to accept," "approve," "delight in," "be pleased," and 

which is found in secular writers from Polybius down) has two general 

uses: (1) "to accept," "to be pleased with," "to take delight in," fol­

lowed by an acc., dat., ore!<; with the acc., or iv with the dat.: Gen. 3310 

.Ps. 51 11 1 Chron. 29• Ps. 777 Sir. 9" 1 Mac. 81 Mt. 317 1218 2 Thes. 2 12; 

(2) "to see fit," "to consent," "to choose," followed by an infinitive, 

or with an infinitive understood. Ps. 4013 (only Lxx instance); 1 Mac. 

6" 14"• "· •7 Lk. 12" Rom. 1521 1 Cor. 1" 2 Cor. 5• Col. 1 19 1 Thes. 2• 31
• 

In this latter sense and construction the verb seems often to convey 

the subsidiary implication that the purpose referred to is kindly or 

gracious towards those affected by the action expressed by the infinitive; 

especially is this true when the verb is used of God. See Ps. 4011 2 Mac. 

14" Lk. 12" Col. 1 19; cf. the use of eOooxla (which had clearly acquired 

as one of its senses "good-will," "favour") in Ps. 5118 Sir. 32 (35)" Ps. 

Sol. 811 Lk. 2 14 Phil. 2", and see S. and H. on Rom. 101: "In this sense it 

came to be used almost technically of the good-will of God to man." 

It is doubtless with such an implication of the gracious character of 

the divine act that Paul uses the verb in this place. The clause empha­

sises at the same time the fact that he owed his "call" to God and that 

the call itself was an act of divine grace. 

• Aq,op!t;a,v signifies not "to remove from a place," but "to mark off 

from something else," "to separate or set apart from others" (Mt. 13" 

2511 Lk. 6" Acts 19• 2 Cor. 617 Gal. 2" Lev. 13•• •· •• et freq. in Lxx and 
in classical writers); esp. to set apart for a particular service, this latter 

occurring in Aristot., Pol. 6. 811 (1322 b21); Lxx (Ex. 13" Deut. 4", 

etc.); and N. T. (Acts 13• Rom. 1 1). In view of this meaning of a;q,op!t;m, 

ix xo,1la<; [.L'IJ't"p6<; [.LOU must be taken, according to what is in any case 

its usual sense, as a phrase of time meaning "from birth." See Judg. 

1617 Ps. 2210 71• Isa. 491 (Job 1 21 38• only otherwise); Lk. 1 11 Jn. 91 

Acts 3• 148 (Mt. 19" only otherwise). ·CJ.also Jer. r•. 

On the Pauline usage of the word xa1ifw, see on v. • and on the mean­

ing of ,ca:p1<;, see detached note, p. 423. 1M is manifestly instrumental, 

but not in the stricter and more usual sense of the term. It marks its 

object not as that which, standing, so to speak, between the doer of the 

action and its effect, is the instrument through which the action is 

accomplished (as, e. g., Rom. 1518 Gal. 3" 511 etJreq.), but rather as that 

which standing behind the action renders it possible; so, e. g., Acts 1• 

Rom. 1• 1 Thes. 4•. CJ. note on ota: instrumental under v. 1• The 

phrase ota: ,ca:pt'to:; a0To0 may be rendered, "by virtue of his grace," 

"in the exercise of his grace." 
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t'va eilaryryeX{,wµat aVTOv Ev Toi~ 88vecriv, '' that I might. 

preach him among the Gentiles." The verb euaryry. itself char­

acterises the message as glad tidings, or perhaps rather as the 
glad message, the gospel (cf. on v. 8), while auT<Jv (acc. of con­

tent; cf. for this construction v.2a r Cor. 151 2 Cor. n 7 Eph. 

2 17 and Delbriick, Vergleichende Syntax, § r79), referring to Tov 

vlov auTov defines its substance. A similar thought of the 

content of the gospel as summed up in Christ himself is ex­

pressed in Rom. r519• 20 I Cor. r 23 2 Cor. r19 Phil. r16
• The use 

of the present tense euaryrye).(,(J)µai, following the aorists 

arf,optua~, ,ca).erra~, and a1ro,ca).vyai indicates that the apostle 

has distinctly in mind that these definite events had for their 

purpose a continued preaching of the gospel. CJ. I Thes. 411 

Phil. 219 Eph. 428• Accurately but somewhat awkwardly ren­

dered into English the clause would read, "that I might con­

tinue to preach him, as glad tidings (or as the good news) 

among the Gentiles." 

In a few instances, chiefly in the phrases 'lto).).d: 16v,i and 'ltm01 1:d: l6Y1J 

as they occur in 0. T. quotations, the word 1!8v'll is used by Paul in the 

general sense meaning "nations." But otherwise and almost uni­
formly it means "Gentiles" as distinguished from Jews. This is most 

clearly the sense in this letter, except perhaps in 3•h; see 2•• •· •· "· "· •• 

31a, "· Undoubtedly then Paul means here to define the divinely in­
tended sphere of his preaching as among the Gentiles. Whether he 

recognised this fact at the time of the revelation which had this preach­

ing as its purpose, or whether the perception of this definition of his 
work came later, this passage does not decide. According to Acts 26" 

it came in connection with his conversion. · The preposition iv is impor­
tant, indicating that the scope of his mission as conceived by him was 
not simply the Gentiles (for this he must have written euczne).!t;wµcz, 

czu1:ov 1:orc; ~8vaatv) but among the Gentiles, and by implication included 

all who were in Gentile lands. CJ. on 2•• •. 

eu0er.,y; OU 1rpouave8eµ11v uap,c";, /Ca£ aTµaTi, "immedi­

ately I conferred not with flesh and blood." The negative 
ou limits 1rpouave8eµ11v, not ev0ec,y;, which in that case it must 

have preceded, as in Lk. 2I 9 ; and this being so, ev0er.,y; 

· must be taken with the whole sentence as far as 'ApafJ(av, not 

simply OU 1rpouave8eµ7Jv, since by its meaning eu0ew,;; calls for 
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• an affirmation, not simply a statement of non-action. Zahn's 

contention that the time of the departure to Arabia is not 
fixed except as within the three years of v. 1s is therefore with­

out ground. Place for the events of Acts 919b·22 must be found 

not at thi1;; point but after v.17. Ltft. gives the sense correctly: 

"Forthwith instead of conferring with flesh and blood ... I 

departed," etc. 

~apx! ml aYµa-t,, primarily denoting the parts of a living physical 
body (Heb. 2") is here used by metonymy, as aa:pe alone more fre­
quently is, for a being having such a body, i. e., for a corporeally condi­

tioned living being, in contrast with beings of a higher order, especially 

with God. CJ. Sir. 14" 1711 Eph. 6" and esp. Mt. 1617• See detached 
note on Ilveuµa and ~a:pe, p. 492. 'ltpoaave6eµ1JV (here and 2• only in 

N. T.) signifies" to betake one's self to," "to hold conference with," "to 
communicate" whether for receiving or imparting. (See Chrysipp. ap. 

Suid. s. 'D. ve6't'to,; [Bernhardy, 959]: llvap ra:p 'ttva: tp1Jat 6ecxaa:µevov ••• 

'ltpoacxva6ea6at 6vetpoxp!'t'fl: "For he says that a certain man having had 

a dream conferred with the interpreter of dreams"; Luc. J up. Trag. 1; 
Diod. Sic. 17. u6•, -tote; µa:vnat 'ltpoacxvaOeµevoc;; 'ltepl -tou C71J1J.e£ou, "con­
ferring with the soothsayer concerning the sign." See extended note in 

Zahn ad loc. pp. 64f. In 2•, where the verb is limited by an acc. and 
dat., impartation is apparently what is in mind; here, primarily at least, 
receiving, as is indicated by the general subject of discourse, viz., the 

source of his gospel; yet note the double aspect of the act referred to 
in the passages quoted above, involving narrating the dream or the 
sign and receiving advice concerning it. 

17. ovoe avijAOov El<; ~lEpouo'>..vµa 'IT'pot; 'TOW 'ITpa eµ.ov 

lx:,rouTo'>..ow, "nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those that 

were apostles before me.'1 The reference is, of course, particu­

larly to the Twelve, yet would include any, such as James, 

who had been recognised as apostles before Paul himself re­

ceived the apostolic office. The preposition '1T'pd is evidently 

used in its temporal sense. The reference to Jerusalem indi­

cates that at this time Jerusalem was the headquarters of the 

Christian movement as conducted by the Twelve, and that 

they or the leaders among them still resided there. The use 
of the phrase 'TOW 7rpo eµov a'IT'OU'TOAOV'> involves the recogni­

tion of the apostleship of the Twelve, and implies that Paul 

regarded his apostleship and that of the Twelve as of essen-
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tially the same character. CJ. detached note on 'A7rouToMr;, 

p. 363. It possibly suggests that he regarded himself as already 

at the time referred to, an apostle, but does not necessarily 

involve this. 

oG~! avf)"A.8ov: ~AKLP al. pler. It. Vg. Syr. (harcl-txt.) Arm. Aeth. Boh. 
Chr. Euthal. Cyr. Thrdt. Dam. Victorin. Ambrst. Aug. Hier.; oGa! 

d1tif)..8ov: BDFG 103, 181, 429, 462, Syr. (psh. haicl-mg.) Bas. Thphl. 
The attestation of d1t- seems to be Western, that of dv- Alexandrian and 
Syrian. Either reading might arise by assimilation, dvi)A8ov under the 
influence of v. 18, atjA8ov under that of 17b, but the former more easily 
because of the e!,; 'lepoa6°A.u11,cx. Because it was co=on usage to speak 
of going up to Jerusalem (as in v. 11; cf. M. and M. Voc. s. v.) dtj°A.8ov 

would be more likely to be changed to dvi)A8ov than the reverse, but 
for the same reason intrinsic probability is on the side of avf)A8ov, and 
the latter is in this case perhaps of greater weight. The preponder­
ance of evidence is but slightly in favour of dvf)A8ov. So Tdf. WH. 
Ltft. Sief. Sd. et al. Contra Zahn. 

aAAa <t'11"YJA0ov elr; 'Apa/3lav, "but I went away into Arabia." 

The purpose of this visit to Arabia, though not specifically 
stated, is clearly implied in ov 7rpouave0eµ'T/v uap,cl ,cat a?µaTt 

above. By that phrase the apostle denies not only that he 

sought instruction from the Twelve in particular, but that he 
put himself in communication with men at all, excluding not 

only the receiving of instruction, but the imparting of it. The 
only natural, almost the only possible, implication is that he 

sought communion with God, a thought sufficiently indicated 

on the one side by the antithesis of "flesh and blood" and on 

the other by the mention of the relatively desert land to which 

he went. The view of some of the early fathers (adopted 

substantially by Bous.) that he sought no instruction from 

men, but having received his message hastened to Arabia to 

preach the gospel to the "barbarous and savage people" of this 

foreign land (for fuller statement of the early views see Ltft., 

p. 90) is not sustained by the language. He must in that case • •• ~·'"' 

have written not 7rpouave0eµ'T/v, but some such expression as · .• •"' 
ov,c et11T'TJtTE oioau,caA(av. Nor is it in accordance with psy- ,.>. 

· chological probability. The revelation of Jesus as the Son of 

God must at once have undermined that structure of Pharisaic 
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thought which he haa hitherto accepted, and, no doubt, fur­
nished also the premises of an entirely new system of thought. 

But the replacement of the ruined structt1re with a new one 

built on the new premises and as complete as the materials 
and his power of thought enabled him to make it, however 

urgent the necessity for it, could not have been the work of 

an: hour or a day. The process would have been simpler had 

the acceptance of Jesus as the Christ been, as it was to some 

of his fellow Jews, the mere addition to Judaism of the belief 

that Jesus was the long-expected Messiah; it would have been 
simpler if the acceptance of Jesus had been to him what it 

doubtl,ess was to many of his Gentile converts, the acceptance 

of a new religion with an almost total displacement of former 

religious views and practices. To Paul the revelation of Jesus 

as the Son of God meant neither of these, but a revolutionary 
revision of his former beliefs, which issued in a conception of re­

ligion which differed from the primitive Christian faith as com­

monly held by Jewish Christians perhaps even more than the 

latter differed from current Judaism. Only prolonged thought 

could enable him to see just how much of the old was to be 

abandoned, how much revised, how much retained unchanged. 
Many days would be needed to construct out of the material 

new and old even so much of a new system as would enable 

him to begin his work as a preacher of the new faith. A period 

of retirement in which he should in some measure accomplish 

this necessary task is both more consistent with his language 

and in itself more probable than an impetuous plunging into 

evangelism. Particularly improbable is the selection of Arabia 

(see below on the meaning of the word) as a place of preaching. 

Aside from the question whether there were Jews in Arabia, 

and whether Paul at this early period recognised with sufficient 

clearness his mission to the Gentiles to lead him to seek at once 

a Gentile field of effort, it is clear alike from his letters and 

from the narrative of Acts that Paul had a strong preference 

for work in the centres of population and of civilised life. A 

withdrawal to a region Ii.lee that of Arabia, sparsely inhabited 

and comparatively untouched by either Jewish or Roman civ-
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ilisation is almost certainly, unless Paul's disposition in this 
respect underwent a radical change, not a missionary enterprise 

but a withdrawal from contact with men. 

The term • Ap0t~!0t (Heb. ::,-,i,, originally simply "desert") is applied 

by Greek writers from Herodotus down to the whole or various por­

tions of that vast peninsula that lies between the Red Sea on the 
southwest and the Persian Gulf and the Euphrates River on the 

northeast, and extends to the ocean on the southeast. See Hdt. 2 11 

31•,_,1• 4at (Encyc. Bib.). Its northwestem boundary was some­

what vague, but the term generally included the Sinaitic peninsula, 

and excluded Palestine and Phrenicia. Within this great 'territory, 

inhabited doubtless by many nomad tnbes, the kingdom of the Naba­
teans established itself some time previous to 312 B. c. (see Emyc. Bib. 

art. "Nabateans"). In Jos. Ant. I 4. 15 ff. (1•), which refers to the 
time of Hyrcanus II and Antipater, father of Herod, Aretas, known 

from other sources to be king of the Nabateans, is spoken of as king of 
the Arabians (cf. also 2 Mac. s•); his country is said to border upon 

Judea and its capital to be Petra. 2 Cor. u" has been interpreted as 
showing that at the time to which our present passage refers the Naba­
tean dominion included Damascus. See Sch iirer, Gesch. des jud. Volkes ,• 
vol. I, pp. 726 ff. In that case Paul would seem to say that he went 

from a city of Arabia into Arabia, which would be like saying that one 

went from London into England. But it is known that Pompey gave 
Damascus to Syria, and the coins of Damascus show that down to 

34 A. D. (between 34 and 62 A. D. evidence is lacking) it was under Rome; 

while a passage which Josephus (Ant. 14. u7 [72
]) quotes from Strabo 

refers to an ethnarch of the Jews in Alexandria, and thus indicates that 
the title ethnarch might be applied to one who acted as governor of the 

people of a given nationality residing in a foreign city. It is probable, 

therefore, that at the time of which Paul is speaking, though there 
was an ethnarch of the Nabateans in the city, Damascus was not under 

Nabatean rule, hence not in Arabia. This both removes all difficulty 
from this sentence, and makes it practically certain that by • Apoc~!a: 

Paul means the Nabatean kingdom. See Clemen, Paulus, I 83; Lake, 

Earlier Epistles of St. Paul, pp. 321 ff.* 
Into what portion of the kingdom Paul went the sentence does not, 

of course, indicate. That the Sinaitic peninsula was sometimes in­

cluded in Arabia is shown in 4••, which, if the clause is a genuine part 

of the epistle, shows also that Paul so included it. But this does not 

• Zahn, Neue ki,chl. Zeilschr., 1904, pp. 34-41, and following him, Bachmann, Der swem 
. Brief d. Paulus an die Korinther, p. 383, think that the ethnarch had jurisdiction over 

(nomad?) Nabateans in the vicinity of Damascus. But while this supposition comports well 
with i4,povp" ri,v ,r6.>.,v, it is less accordant with •v Aa.µ.a.a1e<i. 
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prove that it was to this penins.ula that Paul went. If it is necessary 
to suppose that he went to a city, Petra in the south and Bostra in the 
north are among the possibilities. There is nothing to necessitate the 

supposition that he went far from Damascus, nor anything to exclude 

a far-distant journey except that if he had gone far to the south a return 
to Damascus would perhaps have been improbable. 

Ka£ 7TdA£v inrernpeya el,; Aaµau,eov. "and again I returned 

to Damascus." An indirect assertion that the experience de­

scribed above ( 1bro,eaXv,frai TOll vlov aVTOV ev eµoC) occurred at 

Damascus (cf. Acts 91
-
22 and parallels); from which, however, it 

neither follows that the a7ro,edXvyi,; here spoken of must be­

cause of Acts 93
• 

4 be interpreted as an external appearance of 

Jesus, nor that the narrative in Acts is to be interpreted as 

referring to an experience wholly subjective. The identity of 

place, Damascus, and the evident fact that both passages refer 

to the experience by which Paul was led to abandon his opposi­

tion to Jesus and accept him as the Christ, require us to refer 

both stateme!lts to the same general occasion; but' not (nor are 

we permitted), to govern the interpretation of one expression 

by the other. As shown above our present passage deals only 

with the subjective e1ement of the experience. For the apos­

tle's own interpretation of the character of the event viewed 

objectively, cf. I Cor. 91 151- 8• 

(c) Evidence of his independent apostleship drawn from a 

visit to Jerusalem three years after his conversion (1 18-20). 

The apostle now takes up the circumstances of his first visit 

to Jerusalem after his Damascus experience, finding in it evi­

dence that he was conscious of a .source of truth independent 
of men. · 

18Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, 

and I remained with him fifteen days, 19and no other of the apostles 

did I see except James the brother of the Lord. 20N ow as re­

spects the things which I write to you, behold, before God, I am 

not lying. 

18. "E7rEtTa µeTti Tp{a iT'TJ a1ITJX0ov el,; 'Iepouo'Xvµa luTop:;,uai 

K,,,cf>av, "Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 

visit Cephas." The phrase "after three years" is argumen ta-
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tive in purpose, not merely chronological. The mention of the 
period subsequent to his conversion during which he volun­

tarily abstained from contact with the apostles at Jerusalem 
tends to show his entire independence of them. The three 

years are therefore doubtless to be reckoned not from his 

return to Damascus, but from the crisis of his life which pre­
ceded his departure from Damascus. The exact length of the 

interval can not be determined from this phrase, which is prob­

ably a round number (cj. Acts 2011, and with it Acts 198• 10, 22). 

In reckoning the years of their kings the later Jews apparently 
counted the years from one New Year's Day, the rst of Abib 

(or Nisan) to another, and the fraction of a year on either side 

as a year. See Wieseler, Chronological Synopsis of the Four 

Gospels, pp. 53 ff. But we do not know that Paul would have 
followed the same method in a statement such as this. It is 

not possible in any case to determine how large a part of the 

three years was spent in Arabia. 

K,wav is the reading of l{*AB 33, 424•, 1912, Syr. (psh. hcl-mg. pal.) 
Boh. Aeth: The Western and Syrian authorities generally read Iltl"pov, 

which is evidently the substitution of the more familiar for the less 
familiar name of the apostle. 

The verb ta-ropi!«.> (cognate with Ta-tc.ip, !1lp1c;, oloix) is found in Greek 
writers from Herodotus down, meaning "to inquire"; in Aristotle and 

later writers in the sense "to narrate," "to report"; it has this sense 
also in I Esdr. xn<UJ.••<n>, the only passages in biblical Greek beside 

the present one in which the word occurs at all; it occurs in Plut. Thes. 
30•; Pomp. 4oi; Polyb. 3. 4812, wiili the meaning "to visit" (places)~and 
in Jos. (Ant. 8. 46 [2•] Bell. 6. 81 [r •]); Cle~-Rom: (8•1) meaning''to visit" 
(persons). See Hilg. and Ell. ad loc. The sense in the present passage 

is evidently that which is found also in Josephus. By the use of this 
word Paul characterises his journey as having had for its purpose 

personal acquaintance with Peter, rather than the receiving of in­

struction. CJ. v. 11, and see below on 7:poc; ixu-r6v. 

,cal e1reµ,va 1rpoi; ainov iJµ.epai; oe,ca1rme• "And I remained 

with him fifteen days." The use of the phrase 1rpoi; aimJv, 

with its personal pronoun in the singular, referring definitely 

to Peter, rather than 1rp<h with a plural pronoun or an adverb 

of place, emphasises the purely personal character of the visit. 
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On the preposition 7rp<h with the accusative after a verb not 

expressing motion, cf. Th. s. v. I. 2 b, and for exx. in Paul see 

I Thes. 34 Gal. 2 5 418 • 20
, etc. The mention of the brief duration 

of the stay is intended, especially in contrast with the three 

years of absence from Jerusalem, to show how impossible it 

was to regard him as a disciple of the Twelve, learning all that 

he knew of the gospel from them. CJ. olh-e eoi8dx01JV, v. 12
• 

19. bepov oe TWV a'TT'OtTTo?..rov OU/C eloov, el µ~ 'Id,cro/3ov Tov 

a&>..<f>ov TOV !Cvp(ov. "and no other of the apostles did I see 

except James the brother of the Lord." On the use of bepov, 

see detached note, p. 420. It is evidently used here in its 
closest approximation to a),,';\.o~, denoting merely numerical 

non-identity, not qualitative distinction. el µIJ means here, as 

always before a noun," except." The only question is whether 

el µ~ 'Jd,cro/3ov, etc., is an exception to the whole of the preced­

ing statement bepov • . . ou/C eloov, or only a part of it, ou,c 

eloov. Either is in accordance with usage (see Th. el, III 

8 c /3, and such cases as Lk. 426• 27 Rom. u 15, etc.). In this 

passage, however, the view which would make the exception 

apply to a part only of the preceding assertion is excluded, 

since Paul certainly can not mean to say that he saw no one in 

Jerusalem except Peter and James, or even, accordingatleast 

to Acts 927, no person of importance. The phrase must proba­

bly be taken as stating an exception to the whole of the pre­

ceding assertion, and as implying that James was an apostle. 

The assumption that the term a1rdUT0Ao~ is applied to James 

in a broad and loose sense only (so Sief., e. g.) is without good 

ground in usage and is especially. unjustified in view of the fact 

that the term a7rouTo?..rov under which James is by the exceptive 

phrase included, refers primarily to the Twelve. CJ. detached 

note on 'A7rduToAo~, p. 363. 

James, here designated the brother of the Lord, is doubtless the same 

who is similarly spoken of in Mk. 6•, and simply as James in Gal. 2•• 11 

I Cor. 157 Acts 15" 21 18 ; cf. also Jn. 7' 1 Cor. 9•. He is never men­
tioned as one of the Twelve; it is rather to be supposed that he was 
brought to believe in Jesus by the vision recorded in I Cor. 15•. 

He early took a prominent place in the church at Jerusalem (Gal 2•• 11 

Acts 151311.), and was known in later tradition as the first bishop of 
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that church (Eus. Hist. Eccl. II 1). The view of Jerome which iden­

tifies James the brother of the Lord with James the son of Alphreus 
(see defence of it by Meyricldn Smith, DB art. "James," and criti­
cism by Mayor in HDB art. "Brethren of the Lord") rests on no 

good evidence. Nor is there any positive evidence for the theory 

that he was older than Jesus, being the son of Joseph and a wife pre­
vious to Mary. See Ltft.'s defence of this (Epiphanian) view in Dis­

sertation II, appended to his Galatians, and reprinted as Dissertation I, 

in his Dissertations on the Apostolic Age; and Farrar's argument for the 
(Helvidian) view that the brothers of the Lord were sons of Joseph 

and Mary, in Early Days of Christianity, chap. XIX, and in Smith, DB 

art. "Brothers of the Lord"; also Mayor, op. cit., and Cone, art. 

"James" in Encyc. Bib. Mt. 1" and Lk. 1 7 naturally imply that the 

early church knew of children of Mary younger than Jesus. It does 
not indeed follow that all the six children named in Mk. 6• were home 

by her. But neither is there any direct evidence that there were chil­

dren of Joseph by a former marriage. Jn. 19"• 27 might suggest it (cf. 

Ltft. u. s.) but its late date and the uncertainty whether the statement 
is in intent historical or symbolic diminish its value for historical pur­

poses. On the other hand the implication of the infancy narrative of 

Mt. and Lk. that Joseph was not the father of Jesus and hence that 
his sons by a former marriage were not brothers of Jesus, can not be 
cited against the Epiphanian view; for not only does this presuppose a 

strictness in the use of the term brother which is unsustained by usage, 

but the evidence of this passage as to the time at which the title "brother 

of the Lord" was given to James, and the evidence of the Pauline let­
ters in general (cf. on 4•) as to the time when the theory of the virgin 

birth of Jesus became current, make it nearly certain that the former 

much preceded the latter. 

2 
!I I.'' , ,1,. • ~ 'I.' , , , ft 

0 
~ tJ , .,A ,I,' 

O. a ve 7pa,yro vµ,w, ioov eV<JYTT'£0V Tov eov on ov .,evooµ,a,,. 

"Now as respects the things which I write to you, behold, be­

fore God, I am not lying." For similar affirmations of Paul 
that in the presence of God he is speaking truly, see 1 Thes. 2 5 

2 Cor. 1 23 u31, Its use here shows clearly that the facts just 

stated are given not simply for their historical value, but as 

evidence of what he has before asserted, his independence of 

the Twelve. a 7pd<f,ro doubtless refers to all that precedes, from 

v. 13 (or 16) on. Even so one can not but wonder why Paul 

should use such very strong language unless he had been 

charged with misstating the facts about his visits to the other 

apostles. 
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(d) Evidence of his independent apostleship drawn from the 

period of his stay in Syria and Cilicia (1 21-24). 

The apostle now turns to a period, which 21 compared with 

11s shows to have been eleven or even fourteen years, during 

which he was out of Judea and not in touch with the other 

apostles, yet was carrying on his work as a preacher of the 

gospel. 
21Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, 22and I was 

unknown by face to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; 23only 

they heard (kept hearing), Our former persecutor is now preach­

ing the faith which formerly he ravaged; and they glorified God in 
me. 

21. -"E'71"E£7"l£ ~X0ov €£i Ta ,c)..{µaTti Tfji 'I.vptai ICC££ Tfji Kt­

Xudai. "Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia." 

That this was a period of preaching, not, like that in Arabia, 

of retirement, is implied in v. 23, evaryryeX{,e,-a,,. On the ques­

tion whether he had yet begun to work distinctively for the 

Gentiles in these regions, see below on v. u. 

The repetition of the article before K1)..1xloc<; is very unusual. The 

two regions being adjacent and both nouns limiting XAIIJ,OC'tGC, one would 

expect a single article, standing before the first one. See, e. g., Acts 1• 

81 9" 15"•" 27•; Jos. Ant. 8. 36 (2 1
) 12. 154 (41

); Bell. 2. 95 (61
) 2. 247 

(12•), which reflect the all but uniform usage of N. T. and Josephus, to 

which Ant. 13. 175 (4•) and 12. 233 (411
) are not really exceptions. Note 

especially Acts 1511, XOC't"a: 't"~Y 'AY"t"16,ce1GCY xal l:uplocv xocl K1A1x!GCY. In 

Acts 15", where l:uplocv and K1A1x!GeY occur in the same order, the article 

is inserted before KiA1x(GCY by BD cat"° Thphylh only. This strong 

preponderance of usage makes the second article in the present passage 

a very difficult reading, but even more strongly points to the secondary 

character of the reading without it, sustained by N*33, 241, 1908. 

That some mss. should have omitted it in conformity with common 

usage is not strange; that all the rest should have inserted it, departing 

thereby both from usage and the original text, is almost impossible. 

22. qµ1]V OE lvyvoovµevoi T<p 7rp0<1'<iYTT''f' Tti&i f/CICA1J<Ttati T?ji 

'lovoat'ai TtiZi ev Xpt<TT<p, "and I was unknown by face to 

the churches of Judea that are in Christ." The periphrastic 

form of the imperfect tends to emphasise the continuance of 
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the state, "I remained unknown." The motive of these state­
ments of the apostle respecting his departure into Syria and 
Cilicia and the non-acquaintance of the Judean churches with 
him is doubtless to show that his work during this period was 
not in that region in which it would have been if he had placed 
himself under the direction of the Twelve, but that, on the con­
trary, he began at once an independent mission. This, rather 
than, e. g., the intention to show that he was not under the 
influence or instruction of these churches, is what is required 
by the nature of the argument, which has to do not _with his 
contact with Christians in general, but with his subjection to 
the influence of the leaders of primitive Christianity. On the 
expression Tai~ EICICA1JCTW,£~ ••• ev XpiuTfi,, cf. I Thes. 1 1 21• 

2 Thes. 11 Phil 11• On the force of the preposition as meaning 
"in fellowship with," see Th. s. v. I 6 b, and cf. 56• The ex­
pression characterises the churches referred to as Christian as 
distinguished from Jewish, but reflects also the apostle's con­
ception of the intimacy of the fellowship between these com­
munities and the risen Jesus. 

In itself the phrase "churches of Judea" of course includes that of 
Jerusalem. Nor is that church excluded by the fact of Paul's persecu­
tion of it, since this would not necessarily involve his meeting face to 
face those whom he persecuted, and, moreover, some years elapsed 
between the events referred to in v. 11 and those here recorded; nor by 
the visit of Paul to Jerusalem, as recorded in vv. 18, ", since the state­
ment that he was unknown can hardly be taken so literally as to mean 
that no member of the church had ever seen him. In favour of the more 
inclusive use of the term is also I Thes. 2", where a similar phrase is 

employed without the exclusion of Jerusalem. Nor can Acts 9•1-11 be 

regarded as a serious argument against the more inclusive sense of ,the 
term. For, though v. 21 manifestly implies such an acquaintance of 
Paul with the Christians of Jerusalem as to contradict his state­
ment !here if it includes Jerusalem, and though v." itself might be 
accepted as not directly contradicted by vv. "• 19 of the present pas­
sage, yet the conflict between the first-hand testimony of the latter 

and vv. ""· sa of the Acts passage is such as to call in question the accu­
racy in details of the whole section in Acts. Acts 262• is even more at 
variance with Paul's statement here, unless it refers to a period subse­
quent to the period covered by Gal. 11s-s•. Nor can Jn. 3" be cited as 

evidence that 'lou!l01!a can mean Judea. exclusive of Jerusalem, the 
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language there being ii 'loullcx!cx 'Yll, not ii 'loullcx!cx alone; nor Mt. 31, 

'lapoa6Au(J,cx 'l(,(Xl -it<iacx ii 'lou8cxlcx (cf. Paris and all France); nor Jos. Ant. 

10. 184 (97): lpl)(J,Oc; -it<iacx ii 'louacx!cx 'l(.(Xl 'lepoa6)..u(J,CX 'l(,(Xl b ycz6c; 8ti(JoetYev, 

since as the temple is in Jerusalem, so may Jerusalem be in Judea. On 
the other hand it can not justly be urged, as is done by Bous., that a 
statement pertaining to the churches of Judea exclusive of Jerusalem 
would be without force, since, as pointed out above, the reference is in 
any case probably not to these churches as a source of instruction, but 
as those among whom he would probably have been working if he had 
put himself under the guidance of the Twelve. While, therefore, in 
speaking of "the churches of Judea" Paul may have had chiefly in 
mind those outside of Jerusalem, the word Judea can not apparently 
designate the territory outside Jerusalem as distinguished from the 
city. Of the location of the churches of Judea outside of Jerusalem 
we have no exact knowledge. On the extent of the territory covered 
by the term, see detached note on 'lou8cx!cx, pp. 435f, 

23 ' II'' , , .,_ ., 'O II' , • ~ ' ~ • µovov OE alCOVOV'TEt; .,,uav on Ol,(J)ICIDV 11µat; '1TOTE vvv 

eva,y,ye>..{,eTa,£ Tf/V ?T(unv ~v 7TOTE E7TOp0ei, "only they heard 

(kept hearing), Our former persecutor is now preaching the faith 

which formerly he ravaged." µdvov doubtless limits the whole 

statement, indicating that it constitutes the only exc~ption to 

the ignorance of him referred to in the preceding clause. The 

logical subject of the sentence is the members of the churches 
mentioned in v. 22 ; note the gender of the participle a,covoVTet;. 

l»n is recitative, the following words being shown by the pro­

noun ~µat to be a direct quotation. The present participle 

oiw,cmv describes the persecution as a thing in progress, assign­

ing it to the past, in contrast with the present wv. The aorist 

would have presented it simply as a (past) fact. CJ. GMT 140, 

BMT 127. ~µai; refers, of course, not directly to those to 
whom he was unknown by face, but to Christians in general. 
On eva,y,ye>..{,eTai see v. 8• '1TlUT£V is not the body of Christian 

doctrine, in which sense the word is never used by Paul, but 

the faith in Christ which the preachers of the gospel bade men 

exercise. Concerning its nature see more fully under 220• On 
"711 ?TOTE e7rop0ei cf. v. 13• What is there described as a ravaging 

of the church is here called a ravaging of the faith, which is the 
principle of the church's life; the aim of Paul's persecution was 

the- extermination of the church and its faith in Jesus as the 

Christ. The tense is here, as there, conative. 
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24. ,ca, eod~arav ev eµol Tov 0edv. "and they glorified God 

in me," i. e., found in me occasion and reason for praising God. 

On this use of ev of that which constitutes the ground or basis 
of an action ( derived from the use of the preposition to denote 

the sphere within which the action takes place) see Th. I 6 c, 

though the classification at this point is far from satisfactory; 

W. XLVIII a (3) c; Ell. ad loc., though here also the matter is 
stated with unnecessary obscurity; and such passages as Mt. 67 

Acts 7'° Rom. 2 17• 23 59 Gal. 311• H. The satisfaction which the 

churches of Judea found in Paul's missionary activity in this 
period is in sharp contrast with the opposition to him which 

later developed in Jerusalem. See 2 1•10. Of the several ex­

planations that might be given of the more friendly attitude of 

the early period, (a) that Paul had not yet begun to preach 

the gospel of freedom from the law, or (b) that though he 

was doing so the Christians of Judea were not aware of this 
aspect of his work, or (c) that the strenuous opposition to the 

offering of the gospel to the Gentiles apart from the law had 

not yet developed in the churches of Judea, the first is prob­

ably true in the sense and to the extent that Paul had not yet 

had occasion to assume a polemic attitude in the matter; but 

in any other sense seems excluded by his repeated implication 

that the gospel which he now preached he had preached from 

the beginning (see 1 11 2 2 and comment). But in that case there 

is little room for the second. The third is, moreover, the one 

most consistent with the testimony of this letter; see especially 

24, with its distinct implication that the opponents of Paul's 

bberalism were a recent and pernicious addition to the Jerusa­
lem church. And this in turn suggests that the apostle's reason 
for adding the statement ,cat eS&farav •.. eµ,a{ was inciden­

tally to give strength to his contention for the legitimacy of 

his mission by intimating, what 24 says more clearly, that the 

opposition to him was a recent matter, and did not represent the 

original attitude of the Judean Christians. On the other hand, 

it must not be forgotten that his main contention throughout 

this chapter and the next is not that he had been approved by 

the Judean Christians, but that he had from the first acted 
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independently. The whole sentence µ&vov • . . ev eµ,o( is a 

momentary digression from that point of view. 

(e) Evidence of his independent apostleship drawn from his 

conduct on a visit to Jerusalem fourteen years after the pre­
ceding one (21•10). 

Following, as before, a chronological order, the apostle now 
narrates the circumstances of a very important occasion on 
which he came in contact with those who were apostles before 
him. At the outset he calls attention to the length of his 

absence from Jerusalem, fourteen years, during which, so it is 

implied, he had had no contact with the Jerusalem apostles; 
then to the fact that when he went up it was not at their com­
mand, but in obedience to divine revelation; then, indicating 
that the question at issue was then, as now in Galatia, the 
circumcision of the Gentiles who had accepted his gospel, 

he tells how he laid his gospel before the Jerusalem Christians, 
and in a private session before the pillars of the church, James 
and Cephas and John, since he recognised that their disapproval 
of his preaching might render of no avail his future work and 
undo what he had already done. Though, out of consideration 
for the opponents of his gospel of freedom from law, who had 
crept into the Jerusalem church for the purpose of robbing the 
Christians of their freedom and bringing them into bondage to 
the law, the apostles urged him to circumcise Titus, a Greek 
Christian who was with him, he refused to do so; and so far 
from his yielding to the authority or persuasion of these em­
inent men, whose eminent past did not weigh with him, as it 

did not with God, they imparted nothing new to him, but when 
they perceived that God, who had commissioned Peter to 
present the gospel to the Jews, had given to Paul also a com­
mission to the Gentiles, these leaders of the church cordially 
agreed to a division of the territory and of responsibility. Paul 
and Barnabas were to preach among the Gentiles, Peter among 
the Jews, and the only additional stipulation was that Paul 
and Barnabas should remember the poor among the Jewish 
Christians, which thing, Paul affirms, he gladly did. 
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Then after fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalem, with 

Barnabas, taking Titus also along. 2And I went up in accordance 

wi.th [al revelation. And I laid before them the gospel which I 

preach among the Gentiles,7""but privately before the men of em­

inence--lest perchance I should run or had run in vain. 8But 

not even Titus, who was with me and was a Greek, was compelled 

lo be circumcised ('now it was because of the false brethren surrep­

litiously brought in, who sneaked in to spy out our freedom which 

we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage 

[that his circumcision was urged], 6to whom not for an hour did we 

yield by way of the subjection [demanded]), that the truth of the gos­

pel might continue with you. 8.And from those who were accounted 

to be some~hing-what they once were matters not to me-God accepts 

not the person of man-for to me the men of eminence taught noth­

ing new-7but on the contrary when they saw that I had been 

entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised as Peter with the 

gospel to the circumcised-8for he who wrought for Peter unto an 

apostleship to the circumcised wrought also for me unto an apos­

tleship to the Gentiles-9and when, I say, they perceived the grace 

that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 

accounted pillars, gave to me and to Barnabas right hands of fel­

lowship, that we should go among the Gentiles and they among the 

circumcised, 10provided only that we should remember the poor, 

which very_ thing I have also taken pains to do. 

1. "E'71'E£'Ta Ota OE/Ca'TE/1'11'0,p(J)V E'TOJV '7!'dXiv avefJ71v el<; 'Iepouo­

Xvµa "Then after fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalem." 
Since for the purposes of his argument that he had not been 
dependent on the other apostles (cf. 1 12• 17) it is his contacts 
with them that it is pertinent to mention, the fact that he 
speaks of these as visits to Jerusalem (cf. 118

) indicates that 
throughout the period of which he is speaking Jerusalem was 
the headquarters of the apostles. And this being the case the 

denial, by implication, that he had been in Jerusalem is the 
strongest possible way of denying communication with the 

· Twelve. It follows also that, had there been other visits to 

Jerusalem in this period, he must have mentioned them, unless 
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indeed they had been made under conditions which excluded 
communication with the Twelve, and this fact had been well 

known to his readers. Even in that case he would naturally 

have spoken of them and appealed to the well-known absence 

of the apostles or have spoken, not of going to Jerusalem, but of 
seeing those who were apostles before him. 

"E1m-.cx, primarily a particle of chronological succession, clearly has 
this force here, as is suggested by ~lt<z • • • £-.6iv. The li"Jtet'l:cx • • • 

h:ee-.cx ••• l1ree-.cx of 1 18• 21 and the present v. mark the successive 
steps of a chronological series, and at the same time of the apostle's 
argument, because he -is arranging it on a chronological framework; 
they thus acquire as in some other cases (see I Thes. 417 I Cor. 1541) a 
secondary logical force. That clt&: may mean "after the lapse of" is 

clearly shown by Hdt. 3"; Soph. Ph. 758; Xen. Cyr. 1. 4••, and other 
passages cited by L. & S. s. v. A. II 2, and by W. XLVII i. (b) 
(WM. p. 475), and that this use was current in Jewish Greek appears 
from Deut. 911 Mk. 2 1 Acts 2417• That this rather than "throughout," 
the only alternative meaning in chronological expressioru;, is the mean­
ing here is evident from the unsuitableness of "throughout" to the 
verb cxve[31)v. On the question whether the period is to be reckoned 
from the same starting point as the three years previously named 
(118) or from the end of that period, there is room for difference of 
opinion. Wies. Ell. Alf. hold the former view; Ltft. Mey. Beet, 
Sief. Lip. Zahn, Baus. the latter. For the exposition of the apostle's 
thought at this point the question is of little consequence. His pur­
pose is evidently to emphasise the limited amount of his communication 
with the Twelve as tending to show that he did not receive his gospel 
from them, and for this purpose it matters little whether the period 
during which he had no communication with the Twelve was fourteen 
years or eleven. For the chronology of the life of Paul, however, the 
question is of more significance. While it is impossible to determine 
with certainty which view is correct, the balance of probability seems 
to favour reckoning the fourteen years as subsequent to the three years. 
The nature of his argument requires him to mention not how long 
after his conversion he made this visit, but during how long a period 
he remained without personal communication with the other apostles, 
which period would be reckoned, of course, from his latest preceding 
visit. This argument is somewhat strengthened by the use of the 
preposition ~ta, which, meaning properly "through," and coming to 
signify "after" only through the thought of a period passed through, 
also suggests that the period of fourteen years constitutes a unit in the 
apostle's mind-an unbroken period of non-communication with the 
apostles. 



II, 1-2 

The substitution of -reaa6:~v for 13el(.Cit-reaa6:p<,>Y (advocated by Grot. 
Seml. et al., named by Sief. and Zahn ad loc.), resting as it does on no 

external evidence, calls for no refutation. The supposed difficulties 
of the chronology of the apostle's life based on oel(.Cit'reaa6:p<,>Y ate insuffi­

cient to justify this purely conjectural emendation of the text. 
For the doubt whether 1t6:AtY belonged to the original text expressed 

by Zahn and Bous. there seems slight justification. It is lacking in 
no ancient ms., though standing in DFG d g Goth. Aeth. after 6:Yi~l)Y, 

and in but one ancient version, the Boh. The quotation of the sen­
tence without it by Mcion. Iren. Ambrst. Chrys. seems insufficient 

evidence that the original text lacked it. 

µETO- Bapvdf3a, "with Barnabas," i. e., accompanied by him, 

as in Mt. r627 I Thes. 318 2 Thes. 1 7, rather than accompanying 

him, as in Mt. 2510 2647 Acts 745 ; for the remainder of the narra­

tive, especially the constant use of the first person singular, 

implies that Paul and not Barnabas was the chief speak.er and 

leader of the party. 

<TVV'lrapa}i.a/3rov teat TtTov· "taking Titus also along." Titus 

is thus assigned to a distinctly subordinate position as one 

"taken along," and the members of the party evidently ranked 

in the order, Paul, Barnabas, Titus. The apostle says nothing 

at this point concerning the reason for taking Titus with him. 

But the specific mention of the fact and the part that Titus 

played in the subsequent events (vv. 3• 6) suggest that Paul 

intended to make his a test-case for the whole question of the 

circumcision of the Gentile Christians. 

Concerning the tense of the participle auv1tcxpcx)..cxl,¾>v, see BMT 149, 

and cf. Acts 12". The act denoted by the participle, though coinciding 

in time with the action of the principal verb, is expressed by an aorist 
rather than a present participle, because it is conceived of as a simple 

fact, not as an action in progress, least of all as one within the time of 

which the action of the principal verb falls. 

2. ave/311v 0€ tcaTO, a1T"O/CC1,AV'\f£V 0 "and I went up in ac­

cordance with [a] revelation," i. e., in obedience to such [a] 

revelation. The word a1T"o1CaAV'\f£~ evidently has the same 

· meaning here as in 1 12 (see the discussion there and detached 

note on 'A7rotcaAm"' and 'A7ro,cd}i.vi/m, p. 433), but refers in 



GALATIANS 

this case to a disclosure of the divine will respecting a specific 
matter, not, as there, to a revelation of the person Jesus· in his 
true character. Concerning the specific method in which the 
divine will that he should go to Jerusalem was disclosed to 
him, and whether directly to him or through some other per­
son, the apostle says nothing. Nor can it be determined 
whether the word is here used indefinitely, referring to a 
(specific) revelation, or with merely qualitative force, describ­
ing revelation as the method by which he obtained his convic­
tion that he ought to go to Jerusalem. On the former point, 
however, cf. 2 Cor. 121a, Acts 131 167• 9 2111 2723ff,. 

For a similar use of the preposition xoc-r&: cf. Acts 2311 Rom. 16" 2 Thes. 
3•. "In accordance with," being the more usual and exact meaning of 
l!.OC'ta:, is to be preferred to the nearly equivalent sense, "because of." 

In Rom. 1626 and Eph. 31, though the phiase is the same, the sense is 

different. 

,caL llve8lµ,1111 aVTois TO EVa,y,ye?t.,t,ov 8 1C1]p6auro Ev Toi~ 

l0veaw, "And I laid before them the gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles." The pronoun avro,i, having no def­
initely expressed antecedent, is to be taken as referring in 
general to those whom he visited in Jerusalem, i. e., the Chris­
tian community. Concerning the word eva1•f'Yl'll.iov, see de­
tached note, p. 422 ; the use of the term here is doubtless the 
same as in 1 6• The questions at issue between Paul and those 

of a different opinion in Jerusalem were not historical, nor prac­
tical in the sense that they pertained to the methods of gospel 
work, but doctrinal, having to do with the significance of the 
work of Christ, the conditions of salvation, the obligations of 

believers. The use of the present tense, "'YJPV<TUOJ, reflects the 
apostle's thought that he is still at the time of writing preach­
ing the same gospel which he had been preaching before he 

made this visit to Jerusalem. CJ. the similar implication, 
though with a reverse use of tenses, in 1 11• The use of a past 
tense, e,c17pv~ev, would almost have suggested that what he 
then preached he was now no longer preaching. "Among the 

Gentiles," the apostle says, suggesting that he not only preached 
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to the Gentiles but to the Jews also, so far as they were in 
Gentile lands. Note the same phrase in 116 and el,; Ta e0JJ'TJ 
in 28, all of which indicate that Paul conceived his apostleship 

to be not simply to the Gentile people but to the people of Gen­

tile lands. 

'A~a-rl8,iµ.t, found from Homer down, is apparently used only in later 
writers in. tlte sense "to present" (matter for consideration). See 2 

Mac. 3•; Acts 25", only N. T. instance, and cf. M. & M. Voc. s. 11. 

JeaT' lUav oe Toi<; oo,eovaw, "but privately before the men of 

eminence." Those who are here designated as ol oo,eovvT~ 

are evidently the same who in v. e are called ol oo,eov_VT~ and 
ol oo,eovVT~ Elva( n, and in v. 9 ol oo,eovVT~ UTVAOL elvai, 

and in v. 9 are also identified as James and Cephas and John. 
See note in fine print below. By these phrases the three men 

named are described as the influential men, the leaders, of the 

Christian community in Jerusalem. There is nothing in the 
present passage or in the usage of the words to indicate that 

they are used with irony. 

On the question whether this phrase refers to the same inter­
view spoken of in ave0eµ11v ••• Wveuiv, so that Toi<; OOJeOVUtV 

is merely a more definite designation of avToi<;, or to a different 

one, so that there was both a public and a private 1I1eeting at 

which Paul set forth his gospel, probability is in favour of the 

latter; for although an epexegetic limitation may certainly be 

conjoined to what precedes by oe, yet it is Paul's usual habit 

in such cases to repeat the word which the added phrase is to 

limit (cf. avef111v in this v.; Rom. 322 930 1 Cor. 1H 2 6 Phil. 28-

in 1 Cor. 316 it is otherwise). In this case,. moreover, it is diffi­
cult to suppose that Paul should have used the very general 

avToi<; if, indeed, he meant only three men, or to see why if he 

referred to but one interview he should not have written simply 
,ea~ ave0eµ11v TO£<; 00/COV<J'tv TO evar•ne'Juov, etc. Among mod­

ern interpreters Wies. Ell. Ltft. Mey. Weizs. Holst. Sief. 

Lip. Zahn, Bous. et al., understand the language to imply two 

interviews; Zeller, Neander, Alf. Beet. Vernon Bartlet (in 

Expositor, Oct., 1899), Emmet, et al., but one. 
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On the use of MT' !81cxv, which ck not mean "especially" (as Bous. 
et al.) but only "privately," cf. Mt. 17" Mk. 4" 9" etc.; Ign. Smyrn. 

71: 'ltpi1tov o~v ia1:!v ••. µ'fi-;e xoo-;' !8!cxv 1tepl aO-;liiv 1,.aMiY µ'fin l!.OIYjj. 

The phrase ol !iol!.ouvnc;, vv.•• ib is an example of a usage rare in 
ancient Greek literature. The participle alone, as here, is found in 
Eur. Hee. 295 and Troiad. 613, both times in the sense "men of stand­
ing and consequence, men of esteem." There is no hint of any derog­
atory flavour in the phrase. In Herodian 6. 1•, sometimes cited under 
this head, -;ob,; 8ol!.ou,n;a,; has a predicate in l!.al aeµvo-;trtouc; l!.al ••• 

CIC&llj)povea-;trtouc; following. The meaning is "those esteemed both most 
dignified and most sober." With this cf. ol 8ol!.ouvtec; a1:u1,.01, v. •. The 
expression ol !iol!.ouvtec; elva! Tt which Paul uses in v. 1a (and from which, 
as Zahn holds, the shorter form is derived by ellipsis) is found in the 
same form and meaning in Plato, Gorg. 472 A, where it is synonymous 
with euliol!.lµouc; a few lines above; cf. also Euthyd. 303 C, where the 
phrase is the same, except that the elva! -;1 is inverted. The same 
phiase, however, is used also in the sense "those who think themselves 
something"; so Plut. Apophth. lacon. 49, and probably Plato, Apol. 

35 A. The meanings of the word 1iol!.eiv itself as used in these or similar 
phrases are as follows: 1. "To be accounted, esteemed" (a) in the 
indifierent sense of the word. See vv.1a, •; cf. Plato, Apol. 35 A; Plut. 
Aristid. 11 ; Epictet. Enchir. 13: l!.tiv M~nc; -;1a1v· elva! Ttc;, h!an1 

aaau-;cj>. 2 Mac. 910 (?) Mk. 10n 1 Cor. 12" (?) (b) in the definitely hon­
ourable sense, "to be highly esteemed," as in vv.•· ib. 2. "To account 
one's self," as in Gal. 61 1 Cor. 311 8• 1012 Jas. 1" Prov. 2612• For an espe­
cially close parallel to Gal. 6• see Plato, Apol. 41 E. Thus in all of the 
four instances in the present passage the word has substantially the 

sa.me meaning, difiering only in that in""·'"· • tl).eword is colourless, 
the standing of those referred to being expressed in the predicate, while 
in vv. •· ib, the predicate is omitted and the verb itself carries the idea of 
hlgii standing. 

µ,iJ '1T(J)<; eli; ,eevov TP€')(,(J) ~ e8paµov. "lest perchance I should 

run or had run in vain." µij '1T(J)<; expresses apprehension 
(see more fully below). The whole phrase implies that the 

apostle saw in the existing situation a danger that his work on 
behalf of the Gentiles, both past and future, might be rendered 
ineffectual by the opposition of the Jerusalem church, or of 
certain men in it, and the disapproval of the apostles, and that 
fearing this, he sought to avert it. The ground of his appre­
hension is, of course, not a doubt concerning the truth of the 
gospel which he preached-it would be an impossible incon-
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gruity on his part to attribute to himself such a doubt in the 
very midst of his strenuous insistence upon the truth and divine 
source of that gospel-but rather, no doubt, the conviction 
that the disapproval of his work by the leading apostles i11, 
Jerusalem would seriously interfere with that work and to a 
serious degree render it ineffectual. The apostle's conduct 
throughout his career, notably in the matter of the collection 
for the poor of Jerusalem, and his own last visit to Jerusalem 
(see I Cor. 161-1 2 Cor. chs. 8, 9, esp. 912-16 Rom. 1516-112, esp. v. 11), 

show clearly that it was to him a matter of the utmoi;t impor­
tance, not only to prevent the forcing of the Jewish law upon 
the Gentiles, but at the same time to maintain the unity of the 
Christian movement, avoiding any division into a Jewish and 
a Gentile branch. To this end he was willing to divert energy 
and time from his work of preaching to the Gentiles in order to 
raise money for the Jewish Christians, and to delay his journey 

; to the west in order personally to carry this money to Jeru-
salem. His unshaken confidence in the divine origin and the 
truth of his own gospel did not prevent his seeing that the 
rupture which would result from a refusal of the pillar apostles, 
the leaders of the Jewish part of the church, to recognise the 
legitimacy of his mission and gospel ll,nd so of Gentile Christian­
ity on a non-legal basis, would be disastrous alike to the Jew­
ish and the Gentile parties which would thus be created. 

E!,; Mv6v found also in Lxx (Lev. 26•• Job 39" Mic. 1 11 Isa. 29•, etc.); 

Jos. Ant. 19. 27 (1•), 96 (1 11); Bell. r. 275 (141
); in late Greek writers 

(Diod. Sic. 19. 9•) and in the N. T. by Paul (1 Thes. 3• 2 Cor. 61 Phil. 

2 11) is with him always, as usually in the Lxx, a phrase of result meaning 

"uselessly," "without effect." Running, as a figure of speech for ef­

fort directed to an end, is not uncommon with Paul (1 Cor. 9"• ,. 

Gal. S' Phil. 2"; see also Phil. 3" 2 Tim. 41). 

The clause µf) ••. lapcxµov has been explained: (1) As an indirect 

question, "whether perhaps I was running or had run in vain." -.pq1o1 
is in this case a present indicative, retained from the direct form. So 
Usteri, assmning an ellipsis of "in order that I inight learn from them," 

Wies., who assumes an ellipsis of "in order that they might perceive," 

and Sief., who supplies "to put to test the question," and emphasises 

the fact that since µfi expects a negative answer the apostle implies 

no doubt respecting the result of his work, but only the abstract 
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possibility ofits fruitlessness. (2) As a final clause, "that I might not 

run or have run in vain" (so Frit. Beet). (3) As an object clause 

after a verb of fearing implied, "fearing lest I should run or had run 

in vain." -rpe;cw is in that case most probably a pres. subj., referring 

to a continued (fruitless) effort in the future. A pres. ind. would be 

possible (GMT 369.1) referring to a then existing situation, but is a. 

much less probable complement and antithesis to 18pocµov than a. pres. 

subj. referring to the future. CJ. 1 Thes. 3•. So Ltft. Ell. (?), Lip. 

(though apparently confusing it with the preceding interpretation). To 

the first of these it is to be objected that it involves a doubtful use of 

11-11 -itw<;. Goodwin (GMT 369 fn. 1) distinguishing clearly, as Sief. fol­

lowing Kuhner (II 1037, 1042, but cf. Kuhner-Gerth, II ,391 fn., which 
corrects Kuhner's error) fails to do, between the indirect question and 

the clause of fear, maintains (L. & S. sub. 11-11 -itc.><;, however, contra) that 

IL7l is never used in classical writers in an indirect question. Sief., in­

deed, alleges that this indirect interrogative use is common in later 

Greek, but cites no evidence. 11-11 -itc.><; is certainly not so used in Paul, 
with whom it is always a final particle, occurring in a pure final clause, 

or in a clause of fear, or in an object clause after verbs of precaution 

(1 Cor. 8• 921 2 Cor. 2 7 9• II' 122
• Gal. 411 r Thes. 3•; it is not used by 

other N. T. writers) and there is no certain instance of 11-7) so used 

in N. T.; Lk. II", which is generally so taken, is at best a doubtful 

case. To the second interpretation it is a decisive objection that a 

past tense of the indicative is used in final clauses only after a hy­

pothetical statement contrary to fact and to express an unattained pur­

pose. Neither of these conditions is fulfilled here. The verb cive8eµ'l)v 

expresses a fact, not what would have been under certain circum­

stances, and the apostle certainly does not mean to characterise the 

purpose that he might not run in vain as unattained. The attempt 

of Frit., approved by W. LVI 2 (b) ~ (WM. p. 633), to give the 

sentence a hypothetical character by explaining it, "that I might 

not, as might easily have happened if I had not communicated my 

teaching in Jerusalem, have run in vain," is not only artificial, but 

after all fails to make the principal clause cive8eµ'l)v, etc., an unreal hy­

pothesis. See GMT 333, 336. The third interpretation is consistent 

both with general Greek usage and with Paul's) use of 11-11 'Jt(o)t;, and is 

the only probable one. It involves, of course, the implication of a 

purpose of the apostle's action, viz., to avert what he feared, that his 

future work should be fruitless, or his past work be undone. But such 

implication is common in clauses of fear. When the verb of fear is ex­

pressed, the 11-11 clause expresses by implication the purpose of an ac­

tion previously mentioned or about to be mentioned (Acts 2310 2 Cor. 

n••); when the fear is only implied the µ-IJ clause, denoting the object 

of apprehension, conveys by implication the purpose of the immediately 

preceding verb (2 Cor. 9' 1 Thes. 31). The use of the aorist indicative 
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following a statement of fact suffices, however, to show that in this 
case the clause expresses primarily an object of apprehension. The 
objection of Sief. to this interpretation, that Paul certainly could not 
have implied that his fear of his past work being rendered fruitless was 
actually realised, rests upon a misunderstanding of the force of a past 

tense in such cases. This implies not that the fear has been realised. 
-in this case one would not express fear at all, but regret-but that 

the event is past, and the outcome, which is the real object of fear, as yet 

unknown or undetermined. CJ. GMT.369; BMT 227, and see chap. 
411, where the object clause refers to a past fact, the outcome of which 

is, however, not only as yet unknown to him, but quite possibly yet 
to be determined by the course which the Galatians should pursue in 

response to the letter he was then writing. 

3. a"A."A.' OVOE Tfr~ o <rvv eµo(, "EX"A.17v wv, r,vary,cdu017 'Tl"Ep(;o 

-rµ170fjvai· "But not even Titus, who was with me, and was a 

Greek, was compelled to be circumcised." In antithesis to the 

possibility of his work proving fruitless (by reason of the opposi­
tion of the Jerusalem church and apostles) Paul here sets forth 

the fact that on this very occasion and in a test-case his view 
prevailed. For a"A.Xd introducing the evidence disproving a pre­

viously suggested hypothesis, see Rom. 42 
1 Cor. 2 9

• The fact 
of the presence of Titus with the apostle had already been men­

tioned in the preceding sentence. Its repetition here in o <rw 
eµo{ is evidently, therefore, for an argumentative purpose, and 

doubtless as emphasising the significance of the fact that he 

was not circumcised. It is upon this element of the sentence 

especially that ovoe "not even" throws its emphasis. The 

opponents of Paul, the "false brethren" desired, of course, the 

circumcision of all Gentile Christians. But so far were they 
from carrying through their demand that not even Titus, who 

was there on the ground at the time, and to whom the demand 

would first of all apply, was circumcised. The non-circumcision 

of Titus, therefore, was in reality a decision of the principle. 

The phrase J <rw eµo{ is thus concessive in effect. See BMT 

428. The participial phrase, .,EX"A.77v wv, adds a fact, probably 

like o uvv eµo{, known to ilie readers, but necessary to be borne 

in mind in order to appreciate the significance of the fact about 
to be stated. Ljke the preceding phrase it also is concessive 
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(BMT 437), "though he was a Greek" (and hence uncircum­
cised; not of course, "although a Greek and hence under pre­

eminent obligation to be circumcised," which neither Paul nor 
his opponents would have claimed). Though the Greek con­

struction is different in the two phrases, the thought is best 

expressed in English by joining them as in the translation given 

above. Segond also renders "qui etait avec moi et qui etait 
Gree." The term "E>..>..11v is doubtless to be taken in its broad 

sense of "Gentile," as in Rom. 1 16 2 9
• 10 et freq., a usage which 

occurs also in Jos. Ant. 20. 262 (n2
), and in the Christian 

Fathers (Th.). This is the first mention of circumcision in the 

epistle. The fact so well known to Paul and his readers as to 

require no explicit mention, but clearly brought out later in 

the letter, that the legalistic party insisted most strenuously 

upon circumcision, is here incidentally implied. ~va"l"du011 is 

undoubtedly to be taken as a resultative aorist (BMT 42), and 

ovSe ~Va'Y"du011 denies not the attempt to compel but the suc­

cess of the attempt. That the attempt was (unsuccessfully) 

made is clearly implied in the context. 

The argument of Sief. for his interpretation, making ou!Ss i)vac-yx&a8'l 

a denial that pressure was brought to bear on Paul, i. e., by the 
apostles, confuses the distinction between the m_ea.ning of the word 
and the force of its tense. civac-yxixl;w is used consistently throughout 
N. T. in the present and imperfect with conative force (Acts 2611 

Gal. 2 14 611), signifying "to apply pressure," "to (seek to) compel"; in 
the aorist, on the other hand, consistently with a resultative sense, in 
the active "to compel," in the passive, "to be forced" (Mt. 1411 Mk. 

6" Lk. 1411 Acts 2810 2 Cor. 1211); What, therefore, the aorist with 
oux denies is simply the result. Whether that result did not ensue be­
cause no pressure was applied, or because the pressure was successfully 
resisted, can be determined only by the connection. The fact, how­
ever, that the imperfect with oux would have clearly expressed the 
thought that no effort was made, and the clear implication in the con­
text that effort was made are practically decisive for the present case. 
Sief.'s contention that the context excludes effort on the part of the 
apostles to have Titus circumcised is unsupported by the context, and 
involves a misapprehension of Paul's contention throughout the pas­
sage; this is not that the apostles did not disagree with him, and always 
approved his position, but that he was independent of them; in this 
particular matter, that they yielded to him. See esp. v.' with its clear 
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implication of a change of front on the part of the apostles. For other 
interpretations of o~i<. . . . 1tap1•rµ-ri6i)voc1, see below on the various con­
structions ascribed to a,d: . . . tj,auaocot).qiou.;. 

4· s,a Se 'TO~ 7rapEttTdtc'TOW ,frevSaU)..cf,o~, "now it was 

because of the false brethren surreptitiously brought in." 
The question what this phrase limits, i. e., what it was that 
was done because of the false brethren, is one of the most 
difficult of all those raised by the passage. The most probable 
view is that it is to be associated with the idea of pressure, ur­
gency, implied in ovSe ~Varttcdrr0'TJ. The meaning may then be 
expressed thus: "And not even Titus ••• was compelled to be 
circumcised, and (what shows more fully the significance of the 
fact) it was urged becam:e of the false brethren." If this is 
correct it follows that there were three parties to the situation 
under discussion in Jerusalem. There were, first, Paul and 
Barnabas, who stood for the policy of receiving Gentiles as 
Christians without circumcision; on the other hand, there were 
those whom Paul characterises as false brethren, and who 
contended that the Gentile Christians must be circumcised; and 
:finally there were those who for the sake of the second party 
urged that Paul should waive his scruples and consent to the 
circumcision of Titus. This third .party evidently consisted of 
the pillar apostles, with whom Paul held private conference (v. 3) 

and who because of Paul's representations :finally themselves 
yielded and gave assent to Paul's view (vv. 7-9). With the 

second party it does not appear that Paul came into direct 
contact; they are at least mentioned only as persons for whose 
sake, not by whom, certain things were done. It is thus clearly 
implied that they who in person urged the circumcision of 
Titus ( ol SotcovVT~) did not themselves regard it as necessary 

except as a matter of expediency, as a concession to the feelings 
or convictions of those whom Paul designates as false brethren, 
but who were evidently regarded by the other apostles rather 
as persons whose prejudices or convictions, however mis­
taken, it was desirable to consider. On the question whether 
the apostles carried their conciliatory policy to the extent of 

urging the circumcision of all Gentile converts, see fn. p. 91. 
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Ilocpdaoci:to<;, a word not found in extant classical writings, is never­
theless given by the ancient lexicographers, Hesych. Phot. and Suid. 

CJ. Frit. Opuscula, pp. r8r ff. ('fh.); Sief. ad loc., p. IOI, fn. In view 
of the frequent use of the passive of verbs in later Greek in a middle 
sense, and of the definition of this word by Hesych. Phot. and Suid. 
by the neutral term aAA6't'pto<;, it is doubtiul whether the passive sense 
can be insisted upon, as if these false brethren had been brought in by 
others. The relative clause, oY't'tYe<; etc., distinctly makes the men 
themselves active in their entrance into the church, which though by 
no means excluding the thought that some within were interested in 
bringing them in, throws the emphasis upon their own activity in the 
matter. Nor is the idea of surreptitiousness, secrecy, at all clearly 
emphasised. That they are alien to the body into which they have 
come is what the term both etymologically and by usage suggests. 
lj,eua&clle).'l'o<;, used elsewhere in N. T. only 2 Cor. u 20, evidently means 
those who profess to be brethren, i. e., to be true members of the 
Christian body, but are not so in fact. CJ. Paul's use of the term 
lj,euooc'lt'6a't'oAo<;, 2 Cor. II". These words 'Jt'O<petaii:x't'ou,; lj,eulloclle).q,ou<; 

express, of course, Paul's judgment concerning these men when he 

wrote: That they were so looked upon by the other apostles at the 

time of the events here referred to does not necessarily follow. 

The community into which "the false brethren" had made 

their way is unnamed. That they had made their influence 

felt in Antioch, if not also generally among the churches hav­

ing Gentile members, and that they came from Jerusalem and 
were in some sense representatives of that church, is implied in 

the very fact that Paul and Barnabas came up to Jerusalem 
about the matter. If, therefore, 7rapeurd,cTo~ and 7rapeiari>...8ov 

refer to a visit to a church, we should mentally supply with 

them "into the church at Antioch," or "into the churches 

among the Gentiles." But if, as is more probable, these words 

refer to incorporation into the membership of the body, then 

the reference is either to the church at Jerusalem, which is 

favoured by the facts above cited as indicating that they were 

actually from Jerusalem, or the Christian community in gen­

eral, which is favoured by the indefiniteness of the language 

here employed and the fact that the apostle's indignation is 

most naturally explained if he is thinking of these men not as 

additions to the Jerusalem church in particular, with which he 

was not directly concerned, but as an element of discord in the 
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Christian community. In either case it is clear that they ema­
nated from Jerusalem and were exerting their influence as a 
foreign element at Antioch or in general in the churches having 

Gentile members. See further, par. 12, p. n7. 

Of the numerous constructions which have been adopted for the 
phrase au~ ••• cjleuaczlleA1j>ouc; the following may be named: 

1. Those which make it limit some following'word. (a) EY~czµev. So, 

omitting otc; ouM (in v. •; cf. textual note below), Tert. et al., and in 
modern times Zahn. This yields the sense, "but because of the false 
brethren ... I yielded for a brief space." This may bi, dismissed 
because based on a text insufficiently supported by textual evidence, 
and giving the impossible sense that Paul yielded by way of the sub­
jection demanded by the false brethren that the truth of the gospel 
might continue with the Gentiles.* (b) So, retaining otc; oulle, but 
assuming that the insertion of otc; involves an anacoluthon, Wies. 
p. no; Philippi; and substantially so Weizs. Ap. Zei.t. p. 155. 

CJ. Butt. p. 385. Paul, it is supposed, having intended at first to 
make a,ci: ••• ,jieullczll. limit ouY. e!~czµev directly, was led by the length 
of the sentence to insert ot,;, thus changing the thought from an asser­
tion that on their account he did not yield into a denial that he yielded 
to them, and leaving ll,ci: • . . cjleullcz!l. without a regimen. The objec­
tion of Sief. (ad loc., p. 98) to this interpretation that these two concep­
tions "yielded on account of" and "yielded to" are so different that 
the one could not be merged in the other is of little force; for certainly 
Paul might naturally think of a yielding to a demand made for the sake 
of the false brethren as in effect a yielding to them. Nor can the fact 
of the anacoluthon itself be urged against this view, since anacolutha 
are common in Paul, and especially so in this very paragraph. The 
real objection to this interpretation lies in the difficulty of supposing 
that Paul could say that he refused to circumcise Titus because it was 
requested for the sake of the false brethren, or as Wies. in effect makes 
it, by them. Is it to be supposed that, when the very question at issue 
was the legitimacy of the gospel which offered itself to the Gentiles 
without legal requirement, he would have consented to circumcise 
Titus, if only the request had not been made for the sake of the false 
brethren? Weizs., indeed, interprets ll,ci: ••• cjleullcz!l. as giving not 
the decisive reason, but for the urging of which Titus would have 
been circumcised, but a contributory reason, which made his course all 

• Zahn, like Tert. before him, finds the yielding and the subjection to have been to the 
plliar apostles and in the fact of coming to Jerusalem to submit this question to the apostles 
there (not in the circumcision of Titus, which be maintains Paul denies to have taken place) 
yet supposes that it was not demanded by the apostles, but more probably by the Antioch 
church. See Com. pp. 03 /. A stranger distortion of the record it would be bard to imagine. 
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the more necessary-a meaning which has much to commend it, but 
which it seems would have necessitated the insertion of some such word 

as ~Atcno: (cf. chap. 610). 

2. Those which make lltci ••• ,j,au!io:ll. limit what precedes, introduc­
ing an epexegetic addition to the preceding statement. So Sief., who, 
joining this verse closely to the words iivo:-yxa:aO'll 1t!pt-r[.1.1J0fivcu and mak­
ing oux limit the whole phrase, finds in the sentence the meaning that 
no attempt was made for the sake of the false brethren to compel Titus 
to be circumcised. In other words, though the leading men might not 
unnaturally have urged the circumcision of Titus for the sake of the 
false brethren, no such compulsion was in fact applied. Aside from 
the improbable sense given to ou!ie ••• iivo:-yxc!caO'll (see on v.•), this in­
volves an extremely difficult if not impossible sense of !ii!, concerning 
which see on v. •. To have yielded this meaning !ltci ••• ,j,eu!So:15. must 
have stood in the least prominent position in the midst of the sentence, 
not subjoined and emphasised by M, or if for the sake of making the 
denial of Titus's circumcision-the fact itself-unequivocal, it was 
necessary that the words lltci . . . ,j,eu!io:!l. should stand apart, then 
they must have become a phrase of concession or opposition, express­
ing the thought, "though urged by," or "in spite of the false brethren," 
or have been introduced by ou!iif, "and not even for the sake of the 
false brethren." CJ. on ouoif under 1 11• Mey. also joins this phrase 
closely to what precedes, but to the whole expression ou8e ••• 
,i:ipt-r[.1.~fjvo:1, and finds in it the reason why Titus was not circumcised, 
i. e., because the false brethren urged it. If this relates to Paul, con­
stituting his reason for refusing to consent to the circumcision of Titus, 
it is open to the same objection as I (b) above, viz., it implies that but 
for the advocacy of it by the false brethren Paul would have had no 
objection to the circumcision of Titus. If, on the other hand, the 
phrase is understood to refer to the motives of the eminent Jerusalem 
brethren, giving their reason for not asking for or consenting to the 
circumcision, then we have the representation that the false brethren 
urged the circumcision of Titus, and that the Jerusalem apostles opposed 
it not on principle, but because it was being urged by the false breth­
ren; a view which attributes to them a degree of opposition to the 
legalistic party in the Jewish portion of the church, and of champion­
ship of the freedom of the Gentiles, which does not comport with the 
otherwise known history of the apostolic age, and which would, it 
would seem, have made this council itself unnecessary. Had the facts, 
moreover, been what this interpretation makes them, Paul could hardly 
have failed to bring out with greater distinctness what would have 

been so much to the advantage of his case, as he has done, e. g., in 
vv. 7•1. 

The joining of the phrase with c!cn0a[.l.1JY, or c!cvi~'llv, advocated by some 
of the older modern expositors (see in Sief.), scarcely calls for discus-
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sion. These interpretations yield a not unreasonable sense, and avoid 

many of the difficulties encountered by the other constructions, but it 

is hardly conceivable that the reader would be expected to supply men­

tally a word left so far behind. 

3. Those which make !112 ••• <j/Eu!Sa!S. limit something supplied 

from the preceding. (a) oux. i)va-y:11aa81) 11:ep1-Cfi.1)8ijva1 (Ell.) or oux. 

'ICEp12-cµ-1)81) (Frit. cited by Ltft.). This is not materially different from 

making it limit ou!Se ••• 1tap1-cµ1)8ijva1 already expressed, as is done 

by Mey., and is open to the same objections. (b) 1tEp1e-cµ-1)81), Ruck. 
d al.; advocated by Hort. (WH. II app. p. 121). According to this 

interpretation ou throws its whole force on -l)va-y:11aa81), only the compul­

sion, not the circumcision, being denied; !Se is adversative, and intro­

duces the statement of the reason why Titus, though not compelled, 

was nevertheless circumcised, viz., because of the false brethren. This 

is perhaps the most improbable of all the proposed interpretations. If 
the circumcision of Titus was carried through without Paul's consent, 

then how could he have said that it was not compelled? If with his 

consent and, as he says, because of the false brethren, how could he say 

that he had not yielded to them for so much as an hour ? What was 

such consent but precisely -Ii b11:o-ca-y-l), the surrender which they de­

manded (cf. on tj) b1to-ca1fl, v. •) ? And with what honesty could he have 

maintained that he had pursued this course at Jerusalem, "that the 

truth of the gospel might continue with you," when in fact he had on 

that occasion surrendered the very thing which was to him the key 

to the whole situation so far as concerned the relation of the Gentile to 

the law and to Christ? CJ. 51·•. In f11ct, any view which assumes that 

Titus was circumcised involves the conclusion that Paul surrendered 

his case under compulsion or through wavering, and that in his present 

argument he made a disingenuous and unsuccessful attempt to prove 

that he did not surrender it. (c) The thought of (unsuccessful) pres­

sure implied in ou!Se •.• i)va-yx.ija81). This view (set forth in the larger 

print above), and well advocated by Ltft. pp. 105, 1o6, yields a clear and 

consistent account of what took place, showing the Jerusalem apostles 

standing between the extremists on both sides, advising Paul to con­

sent to the circumcision of Titus for the sake of peace, while Paul, see­

ing in such a yielding a surrender of vital principle to the false repre­

sentatives of Christianity, persistently refused(it accounts at the same 

time for the insertion of the phrase, and for the characterisation of the 

men referred to as false brethren, etc., showing at the same time the 

extent to which the Jerusalem apostles could, from Paul's point of 

view, be led astray, so as even to advocate a course dictated by regard 

for those who were in reality only false brethren, and suggesting a con­

tributory reason for his resistance, that the demand for the circum­

cision of Titus originated with spies from without, men who had no 

proper place in the church at all. This view alone brings this portion 
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of the paragraph into line with the apostle's general argument by which 
he aims to show his entire independence, even of the other apostles. 

If it be judged too harsh and difficult to supply from the preceding 

language the thought, "this was urged," the most reasonable alternative 
view is that of Wies. et al. (r<b> above). From a purely linguistic point 

of view this interpretation is perhaps the easiest of all that have been 

proposed, and if it could be supposed, with Weizs., that Paul would re­

fer in this unqualified way to a reason which was, after all, only con­
tributory, it would be the most probable interpretation of the passage. 

o'tnve<; 7rapEUT'YJA00V "aTa<T"O'TT''YJ<Tat T~V EA.Ev0ep(av ijµwv 

"who sneaked in to spy out our freedom." The liberty of which 

the apostle here speaks is, of course, the freedom of the Chris­

tian from bondage to the law, which would have been sur­

rendered in principle if the Gentile Christians had been com­
pelled to be circumcised. Cf. 48• 9• 11 - 31, and esp. 51- 3, 13, That 

he calls it "our freedom" (cf. vµai; at the end of v. 6) shows that 

although the obligation of the Gentile to be circumcised was 

the particular question at issue, this was in the apostle's mind 

only a part of a larger question, which concerned both Jewish 

and Gentile Christians, or else that Paul is for the moment 

associating himself with the Gentile Christians as those whose 
case he represents. The Antioch incident (vv. 11-21) shows how 

closely the question of the freedom of the Jews was connected 

with that of the liberty of the Gentile Christians, both in fact 

and in the apostle's mind. Yet there is nothing in his nar­

rative to indicate that in the discussion at Jerusalem the free­

dom of the Gentile was explicitly considered in relation to any­

thing except circumcision. Still less is it to be assumed that 

the question of the obligation of the Jewish Christians in re­

spect to foods or defilement by association with Gentile Chris­

tians was at this time brought up. Rather does the expression 

"that the truth of the gospel might continue with you" sug­

gest that at this time the only question raised pertained to the 

Gentiles, and this is further confirmed by the situation which 

afterwards arose at Antioch, in which the question of foods and 

particularly the obligation of the Jews in respect to them ap­

pears as one on which an agreement had not been previously 
reached. 
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Ilcxpeto-ep-x:oµcxt is a verb not uncommon in later Greek, meaning literally 

"to come in alongside," but usually (not, however, in Rom. S") imply­

ing stealth. See en., cited by Th.; and esp. Luc. Asin. 15, el )..u,i.o,; 

1tcxpe1at)..601 (Sief.). )(.CX-rcxa,i.o"JCw, "to spy out," with the associated idea 

of hostile intent, purpose to destroy (Grk. writers from Xenophon 

down, Lxx, here only in N. T.) is here nearly equivalent to "stealthily 

to destroy." 

~v lxoµEv ev Xpunq, 'l17uoii, "which we have in Christ Jesus." 

The preposition ev is probably used here to mark its object as 

the causal ground or basis of the freedom which we possess, 

the person by reason of whom and on the basis of whose work 

we have this freedom. See Th. ev, I 6c, and Acts 1339 Rom. 

324 59 and note on v. 17 below. Others (see Ell., e. g., h. l. and 
v. 17) take ev in the sense "in mystical union with," a meaning 

which the word sometimes has in Paul. But in view of the 

clear instances of the causal sense botli before names of Christ 
and other words, it is certainly to be preferred here where the 

so-called mystical sense itself becomes intelligible only by add­

ing to it a causal sense, making it mean "by virtue of our 

union with." 
rva ~µas 1Ca'TaOOVA.WtTOVC1W, "that they might bring us 

into bondage," i. e., to the law, .implying an already pos­

sessed freedom. Observe the active voice of the verb, ex­

cluding the sense to bring into bondage to themselves, and cf. 

49• 10 421-51• Undue stress must not be laid on ~µas as meaning 
or including Jewish Christians (cf. on et..w0ep{av ~µwv above), 

yet its obvious reference is to Christians in general, not to Gen­

tile Christians exclusively. The whole phraseology descriptive 

of these "false brethren " implies, as W eizs. has well pointed 

out (Ap. Zeit. pp. 216-222, E. T., I 257-263) that they were 
distinct and different from the original constituents of the 

church, a foreign element, introduced at a relatively late date, 

distinguished not only from the apostles but from the primi­

tive church in general, and this not only personally but in their 
spirit and aims. By ,caTa<TICO'TT'rJ<Tat and lva ,caTaOovA.WUovuw 

Paul definitely charges that these me11: entered the church for 

a propagandist purpose, that they joined the Christian com-
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munity in ord~r to make it legalistic, and implies that pre­
vious to their coming non-legalistic views were, if not generally 
held, at least tolerated. CJ. also on 1 24• As concerns the apos. 
tie's reflection upon the character of these men and the un­
worthiness of their motive, some allowance must necessarily 
be made for the heat of controversy; but that fact does not 
seem to affect the legitimacy of the inferences from his state­
ment as to the state of opinion in the Jewish church and of 
practice among Gentile Christians. These facts have an im­
portant bearing on the question of the relation of Paul's nar­
rative in this chapter to that of Acts, chaps. 6, 7, 10, n. The 
recent entrance of these men into the church and the implica­
tion as to the condition of things before they came suggest that 
the representation of Acts that the Jerusalem church was in 
the early days of its history tolerant of non-legalistic views, 
and not unwilling to look with favour on the acceptance of 
Gentiles as Christians, is not in itself improbable. It is at 
least not in conflict with the testimony of this letter. 

On the use of a future in a pure final clause, see BMT 198 and cf. 

Lk. 141• 2010 Acts 21", 28" Rom. 3•. 

5. ok ov8e 7rp~ G,pav et~aµev Tfj woTa'YV, "to whom not for 

Jan hour did we yield by way of the subjection (demanded)." 
Though the request that Paul and those with him should yield 
was made not by, but because of, the false brethren, he clearly 
saw that to grant the request would be in effect to surrender 
to the latter. Hence the dative here instead of 8ul o/h, cor­
responding to 8ia rov. ,f;ev8a8l>..cf,o~. The article before 

woraryfj is restrictive, showing that the word is used not sim­

ply with qualitative force, but refers to the particular obedi­
ence which was demanded. The phrase is therefore epexe­
getic of et~aµev, indicating wherein the yielding would have 

consisted if it had taken place, and the negative denies the 
yielding, not simply a certain kind of yielding. This fact ex­
cludes any interpretation which supposes that Paul meant 
simply to deny that he yielded obediently, i. e., to a recognised 
authority, while tacitly admitting a conciliatory yielding (as is 



maintained by those who hold that he really circumcised Titus). 

For this thought he must have used the dative without the 
article. CJ. Phil. 1 1

6-
18 1 Thes. 44, 6• 

On 1tpbc; wpr,.v, meaning "for a short time," see 2 Cor. 7• I Thes. 2 11 

Phm.", where, as in the present passage, wpr,. is not a definite mea­

sure of time, a twelfth of a day, but merely a (relatively) short time; 

in the cases cited, some days or weeks; in the present passage 
rather, as we should say in English, "a moment," "an instant." CJ., 
not as exactly similar instances, but as illustrating the flexibility of the 

word, Mt. 10
10 26"· "· "· 

Olc; ouo! 1tpoc; wpr,.v. The reading at this point has been the subject of 

extended discussion, especially by Klostermann, Probleme im Apos­

teltexte, pp. 36 .ff., Sief. Com. ad loc., and Zahn Com. ad loc. and Ex­
curs. I. The principal evidence may be summarised as follows: 

1tpbc; wpr,.v (without otc; ouot): D* de plur. codd. lat. et gr. ap. Victorin. 
codd. lat. ap. Hier. al. Irentnt. Tert. Victorin. Ambrst. Pelag. 

ouo! 1tpoc; wpr,.v: codd. gr. et lat. ap. Ambrst., quidam (codd.?) ap. 
Victorin. Mcion, Syr. (psh.), and (accg. to Sief.) one ms. of Vg. 

otc; 1tpoc; wpr,.v: Jerome quotes certain persons as asserting: et hoe esse 

quod in codicibus legatur Latinis, "quibus ad horam cessimus." Prima­
sius (XI 209, quoted by Klostermann, p. 83; cf. Plummer, Com. on 2 

Corinthians, p. lv) says: Latinus habet: "quibus ad horam cessimus." 

Sedulius: Male in Latinis codicibus legitur: "quibus ad horam cessimus." 

otc; ouo! 1tpoc; wpr,.v: NABCD 00rr FGKLP, 33, and Grk. mss. gener­
ally, f g Vg. Syr. (psh. hard.) Boh. Arm. Aeth. codd. gr. ap. Hieron.; 

also Bas. Epiph. Euthal. Thdrt. Damas. Aug. Ambr. Hier. 

Klostermann and Zahn adopt the first reading. Tdf. Treg. WH. Ws. 

RV. and modern interpreters generally, the fourth. The evidence 

shows clearly that the difficulty of the latter reading was early felt, 
and that, for whatever reason, a syntactically easier text was current 

among the Latins. The evidence against o!c; ouoi!, however, is not 

sufficient to overcome the strong preponderance in its favour, or the 
improbability that any one would have introduced the anacoluthic otc;. 

But since the reading otc; without ouot is very weakly attested it re­
mains to accept the reading which has both otc; and oOoe. 

Yva ~ aX~Oeia TOV euaryryeX(ov oiaµ,elvo 7rp0'> vµiis. "that 

the truth of the gospel might continue with you." The clause 

states the purpose of his.refusing to yield. To make it a state­

ment of the purpose of the yielding as Zahn does, omitting oli, 

ouoe is, especially in view of the '7"'0 before V'lrOTaryfJ, to represent 

Paul as making the absurd statement that1 in order that the 
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truth of the gospel that men are free from law might abide 
with the Gentiles, he yielded to the demand of the legalists and 

did as they required. It is also to convert a paragraph which 

is put forth as an evidence that he had always maintained his 

independence of men into a weak apology for having conceded 

the authority of the Twelve. The term evar-t7e'7uov evidently 

has here the same sense as in v. 2 and in 1 7 (cf. the notes on 

those vv., and note word aA.l,0eta here). The genitive is a 

possessive genitive, the truth is the truth contained in, and so 
belonging to, the gospel. CJ. ~ -rwv voµ,wv aA.l,0et[a], Papyri in 

Brit. Mus. II p. 280, cited by M. and M. Voc. The effect of 
the triumph of the view of Paul's opponents would have been 

to rob the Gentiles of the truth of the gospel, leaving them a 

perverted, false gospel. See 1 7
• The verb otaµ,etvv implies 

that at the time referred to the truth of the gospel, i. e., the 

gospel in its true form as he preached it, not in the perverted 

form preached by the judaisers, had already been given to 
those to whom he refers under vµfis. 

Ilp6~ meaning properly "towards" and then "with," usually of per­

sons in company and co=unication with others (1 Thes. 3• 2 Thes. 2• 

310 Gal. 1 11 411, 20) is here used like µe...-&: in Phil. 4•, of the .l-esence of an 
impersonal thing with men. The idea of possession is not in the prep­

osition, but is suggested by the context and the nature of the thing 
spoken of. uµa~ may refer specifically to the Galatians, to whom he 

is writing, in which case it is implied that they had already received 

the gospel at the time of this Jerusalem conference. But the more 

general interpretation of uµa~ as meaning simply "you Gentiles" is 

so easy, and the inclusion of the Galatians with the Gentiles in the 

class on behalf of whom Paul then took his stand is so natural, even 

though historically the Galatians orily later participated in the benefit 

of his action, that it would be hazardous to lay any great weight on this 

word in the determination of chronological questions. The most that 
can safely be said is that 1itocµe!vTI ,cpo~ uµa~ receives its most obvious in-

: terpretation if the Galatians are supposed to have been already in posses­

/ sion of the gospel at the time here referred to. See Introduction, p. xlii. 

6. U7TO oe TWV 00/COVVTWV elva( Tt "And from those who were 

accounted to be something." On -rwv ooJCovv-rwv, etc., cf. v. 2• 

The verb which this phrase was to have limited is left unex­
pressed, the construction being changed when the thought is 
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resumed after the parenthesis woiot, etc. The apostle doubt­
less had in mind when he began the sentence 7rape'>.af3ov ovUv 
(cf. 1 12) or some equivalent expression. The sentence seems 
not adversative, but continuative; to the statement that when 
the pillar apostles took up, in a sense, the cause of the false 
brethren, he did not for a moment yield to the latter, he adds 
as further evidence of his entire independence of the apostles 
that (in this discussion) they taught him nothing new. 

-wo'io( 'IT'O'Te 1J<Tav·ovSev fJ,0£ 8,ac/Jepet- "what they once were 

matters not to me." wo,o,, a qualitative word, meaning "of 

what kind" (cf. I Thes. 1 9 1 Cor. 3ia Jas. 1 24), here evidently 
refers not to personal character but to rank or standing, and 
doubtless specifically to that standing which the three here 
referred to had by reason of their personal relation to Jesus 
while he was in the flesh, in the case of James as his brother, in 
the case of Peter and John as his personal followers. This fact 
of their past history was undoubtedly appealed to by the oppo­
nents of Paul as giving them standing and authority wholly 
superior to any that he could claim. CJ. 2 Cor. 518 107• Paul 
answers here substantially as afterwards to the Corinthians in 
reply to -much the same argument, that facts of this sort do 
not concern him, have no significance. Apostleship rests on a 

present relation to the heavenly Christ, a spiritual experience, 
open to him equally with them. The whole parenthetical sen­
tence, though introduced without a conjunction, serves as a 
justification of the depreciation of the apostles which he had 
begun to express in the preceding clause-or perhaps more 
exactly as an answer in advance to the thought which the apos­
tle foresaw would be raised by that statement when completed, 
viz.: But if you received nothing from them, that is certainly 
to your disadvantage; were they not personal companions of 
Jesus, the original and authoritative bearers of the gospel? 
What valid commission or message can you have except as you 

derived it from them? 

With a verb of past time -itod (enclitic) may mean (a) "ever," "at 
any time"; (b) "at some time," "once," "formerly"; (c) "ever," with 
intensive force, like the Latin ,unque, and the English "ever" in "who-
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ever," "whatever." The last meaning is that which is preferred in 
RV.-"whatsoever they were." But this use is unusual in classi­

cal Greek, and has no example in N. T. The second meaning, 'on 
the other hand, is frequent in N. T., especially in Paul (chap. 1 11, 11 

Rom. 7•, etc.), and is appropriate in this connection, directing the 

thought to a particular (undefined but easily understood) period of 
past time referred to by ~aocv. There can therefore be no doubt that 

it is the meaning here intended. The first meaning is not impos­

sible, but less appropriate because suggesting various possible past 
periods or points of time, instead of the one, Jesus' lifetime, which gives 
point to the sentence. 

The above interpretation of 'lton and substantially of the sentence is 

adopted by Wies. Hilg. Ltft. and many others from the Latin Vg. 
down. Win. and Lip., though taking 'ltOTE in the sense of cunque, by 

referring ~a°'v to the time of Jesus' life on earth reach substantially the 
same interpretation of the clause. Ell. Sief., et al., take 'lton in the 

sense of cunque, and understand the clause to refer to the esteem in 

which these men were held at the time of the events spoken of; what­

soever they were, i. e., whatever prestige, standing, they had in Jeru­
salem at this time. Sief. supplies as subject for <ltoccpepet the thought 

"to obtain authorisation from them"; making the sentence mean: 

"whatever their standing in Jerusalem, it is of no consequence to me 
to secure their authorisation or commission." But the clause b'ltoto£ 'ltO't'e 

~aocv (cf. 1 Cor. 313) itself is a suitable subject, and the supplying of 
a subject unnecessary. 

-7rp0U(JJ'TT'OIJ Oe~ avOpro'TT'OV ov A.aµfldvet-" God accepts not 

the person of man." To accept the person-literally face--of 

one is to base one's judgment and action on external and irrele­

vant considerations. CJ. Mt. 2216 Mk. 1214 Lk. 2021• Such, in 

the judgment of Paul, were mere natural kinship with Jesus, 

such as James had, or personal companionship with him during 

his earthly life, such as the Twelve had. CJ. 2 Cor. 512, where 

Paul uses ev 7rpouOJ'TT'<p with reference to the realm of external 

things. This second parenthesis in its turn gives a reason jus­

tifying the statement of the first. The former advantages of 
these men signify nothing to me, for God takes no account of 

such external considerations. Concerning the emphasis on Oeck 

see the textual note. 

As between 6e6~ and lo 6e6; external evidence alone is indecisive. 

NAP 33, 88, 103, 122,* 442, 463, 1912, Chrys. al. insert the article. 
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BCDFGKL al. pler. Eus. Thdrt. Dam. omit it. Sheer accident 

would be as likely to operate on one side as on the other. At first 

sight intrinsic probability seems to make for the genuineness of the 

article, since the N. T. writers, and Paul in particular, rarely use 6e6; 

as subject without the article. Yet the use of 6e6; without the article, 

because employed with qualitative force with emphasis upon the divine 

attributes, especially in contrast with man, is an established usage of 

which there are numerous examples in Paul (see 1 Thes. 1 • 2• 1 Cor. 2• 

3•• ") and. a few in the nominative (1 Thes. 2• Gal. 67 2 Cor. 510). In­

asmuch, therefore, as there is in this passage just such a contrast, it 

would be in accordance with Pauline usage to omit the article, and the 

balance of intrinsic probability is apparently on this side. Tran­

scriptional probability is also in its favour, since the scribe would be 

more likely to convert the unusual 6e6<; into b 6e6<; than the reverse. 

eµol ryl:tp ol OOICOVV'T~ ouoev wpoo-ave0ev'To, "for to me the 

men of eminence taught nothing new." In these words the 
apostle evidently says what he began to say in awo oe 'TWV 

oo,covvTrov, giving it now the specific form that the Jerusalem 

apostles imposed on him no burden (of doctrine or practice), 

or imparted nothing to him in addition to what he already 
knew. See discussion of wpouave0EV'TO below. rydp may be 

justificatory, introducing a statement which justifies the seem­

ingly harsh language of the two preceding statements, or ex­

plicative, the thought overleaping the parenthetical statements 

just preceding, and the new clause introduced by rydp putting 

in a different form the thought already partly expressed in awo 

oe 'TWV 00/COVV'TClJV. The latter is simpler and for that reason 

more probable. 

The uses of the verb 'ltpoaa:va:'t!6eµ.a:t (Mid.) clearly attested outside 

of the present passage are three: (1) "To offer or' dedicate beside": 

Boeckh. C. I. G. 2782. (2) "To confer with": Gal. 1" (q. 11.); Diod. Sic. 

17. n6•; Luc. Jup. Trag. 1. (3) "To lay upon one's self in addition, 

to undertake besides": Xen. M em. 2.11• Beside these there have been 

proposed for the present passage: (4) "To lay upon in addition," i. e. 

(3) taken actively instead of with a middle sense. CJ. Pollux, I 999• (5) 

(equiv. to '11:poa't(61Jµ.t) "To add," "to bestow something not possessed 

before": Chrys., et al.; (6) (adding to the sense of cl:va:"t!6eµ.a:t in 2•and 

Acts 25", that of 'ltp6<; in composition, "besides," "in addition"), "To 

set forth in addition," i. e., in this connection, "to teach in addition to 

what I had already learned." The word "impart" in RV. might per-
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haps represent either·(4), (5), (6), possibly even (2). The first mean­

ing is evidently impossible here. The second can be applied only by 

taking ou!!ev as an accusative of respect, "in respect to nothing did 
they confer with me," and then there still remains the fact that in the 

other instances of the verb used in this sense the conference is chiefly 

for the sake of learning, but here the reference must be to conferring 

for the purpose of teaching. This renders it very difficu_lt, taking the 
word in the sense illustrated in 1 ", to find in ou!!ev -itpoaava-r/6ea0ac, 

as Ltft. does, the sense "to impart no fresh knowledge," or as Ell. 
does, taking -itp6.; as directive only, the meaning "to communicate 
nothing," "to address no communications." Zahn, indeed, takes the 

verb as in 1", and interprets the sentence as meaning, "for they laid 
nothing before me for decision, they did not make me their judge." 

This Zahn interprets as an explanation and justification of ou!!ev µ01 

8tafepec, in that it gives a reason why he did not regard their high 

standing as he might have been tempted to do if he had been acting 
as judge of their affairs. Vv.,n. then state that, on the contrary, they 

acted as his judges and pronounced favourable judgment on him. The 

interpretation is lexicographically possible, but logically difficult to the 
point of impossibility. It compels the supposition either that in eµol 

-ydtp ol, etc. Paul said the opposite of what he set out to say in d:-it!} ae 
-rii>v !!oltoUYTlf>v, or else that, having begun in the latter phrase to say 
that from the men of esteem he received a favourable judgment, he 

interrupted himself to belittle the value of their judgment. It makes 

the apostle, moreover, admit a dependence upon the ~illar apostles 
which it is the whole purpose of 1 11-221 to disprove. The third sense is 

rendered impossible for the present passage by the presence of eµol. 

"To lay no additional burden on themselves for me" is without mean­

ing in this connection. The fourth meaning does not occur elsewhere, 

the voucher being only for the reflexive sense (3), "to lay a burden upon 

one's self." Sief. infers from the fact that d:va-r!6eµat is found in the 

active ·sense (Xen. Cyr. 8.5•), as well as in the reflexive that the com­

pound 1tpoaava-r!6eµa1 may also occur in the active sense. The fifth 

sense, though adopted by many .interpreters, ancient and modern, 

seems least defensible, being neither attested by any clear instance 

(unless Chrysostom's adoption of it constitutes such an instance) nor 

based on attested use of d:vix-r!61)µt. The sixth meaning is easily de­
rived from d:vix-rC61)µt; the absence of any actual occurrence of it else­

where renders it, like the fourth, conjectural, but not impossible, in 

view of the difficulty of all the well-attested senses. Our choice of 
interpretations must lie between the fourth, advocated by Sief. (who 

also cites for it Bretschn. Riick. Lecbl. Pfleid. Zeller, Lip.), and the 

sixth. Both satisfy the requirements of the context-for the apostle 
is evidently here, as throughout the paragraph, presenting the evidence 
of his independence of the Jerusalem apostles. But the sixth is, on 
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the whole, slightly to be preferred: it is more consonant with the 
thought of d:,co oe: -t«.>Y oo'l(.ouY't<,)Y, in which the apostle apparently began 
to say what he here expresses in a different syntactical form, and with 

the words 1t@6cr<,),coy ••• A<ZIJ.t¾Yet, which seem to have been written, as 
pointed out above, in anticipation of these words. 

7. aAA.a TOUVavTtov loovT~ Jn 'Tr€Trt<nevµat TO euaryrye'Atov 

T1]S' a,cpo/3v<n(a<; ,ca0wr; Ilerpo<; 7'1]<; 7r€ptTOµfJ<;, "but on the con­

trary when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel 

to the uncircumcised as Peter with the gospel to the circum­

cised." a°A.Aa (Germ. "sondern "). introduces the positive side 

of the~ fact which is negatively stated in eµol rydp, etc. The 

participle looVT~, giving the reason for the fact about to be 

stated, oe~ta<; eo(J),cav, v. 9, implies that what they had learned 

led them to take this step, and so that they had in some sense 

changed their minds. There is an obvious relation between 

the words of this v. and v. 2• But whether the decision of the 

Jerusalem apostles to recognise Paul's right of leadership in the 

Gentile field was based on his statement of the content of his 

gospel (v. 2), or on his story of how he received it (115), or on the 

recital of its results, or in part on the spirit which he himself 

manifested, or on all these combined, is not here stated. The 

last supposition is perhaps the most ·probable.* L----

That Paul regarded the distinction between the gospel of the 

uncircumcision entrusted to him and that of the circumcision 

entrusted to Peter as fundamentally not one of content but of 

the persons to whom it was addressed is plain from that which 

this verse implies and the next verse distinctly affirms, that the 

same God commissioned both Paul and Peter each for his own 

work. It is implied, moreover, that this essential identity of 

• Nor is it wholly clear precisely to what extent they had changed their minds. If the in­
terpretation of v. • advocated at that point is correct, they had urged the circumcision of 

Titus on grounds of expediency rather than of principle. They can not therefore have stood 
for the circumcision of Gentile Christians in general as a matter of intrinsic necessity. But 

whether in asking for the circumcision of Titus for the sake of the legalists, they had also 

asked that for like reasons Paul should circumcise all his Gentile converts, does not clearly ap-­
pear. Consistency would have required that they should do so, since the circumcision of 

Titus could have had little significance if it were not to be regarded as a precedent. But it 
is not certain that they were as intent upon logical consistency as upon securing a peaceful 
settlement of the matter. 
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both messages was recognised by the Jerusalem apostles as well 
as by Paul; for it was their recognition of the divine source of 

Paul's apostleship, which of course they claimed for their own, 

that, Paul says, led them to give to him and to Barnabas hands 

of fellowship. At the same time it is evident that Paul, con­
tending for the right to preach this one gospel to the Gentiles 

without demanding that they should accept circumcision, and 
so to make it in content also a gospel of uncircumcision, ex­

pected that Peter also would preach it to the circumcised Jews 

without demanding that they should abandon circumcision. 
Thus even in content there was an important and far-reaching 

difference between the gospel that Paul preached and that 

which Peter preached, the difference, in fact, between a legalistic 

and a non-legalistic gospel. But even this difference, it is im­

portant to note, sprang from a fundamental identity of prin­
ciple, viz., that the one message of salvation is to be offered 

to men, as they are, whether circumcised or uncircumcised. 

Whether this principle was clearly recognised by the Jerusalem 
apostles is not certain, but that it was for Paul not only im­

plicit but explicit seems clear from chap. 56 I Cor. 717•
24

• Thus 
for him at least the one gospel itself involved the principle of 

adaptation to men's opinions and convictions, and consequent 
mutual tolerance. And for such tolerance he contended as 

essential. For differences of opinion and practice in the Chris­

tian community there must be room, but not for intolerance of 

such differences. That in other things as well as in circumcision 

there might be a difference of practice on the part of those who 

received the one gospel in accordance with the circumstances 

of those addressed and the convictions of those who preached, 

is logically involved in the decision respecting circumcision, and 

is clearly implied in the terms of v. 9 (q. v.). But there is noth­

ing in the present passage (21-10) to indicate that other matters 

were explicitly discussed at this time or that the applicability 

of the principle to other questions, such, e. g., as clean and un­
clean foods, the Sabbath, and fasting, was explicitly recognised. 

The genitives 'tij~ d::itpof'>ua'tloc~ and 'tij~ 'U?l'tO{J,ij~ can not be more 
accurately described than as genitives of connection, being practically 
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equivalent to ,:oi~ Iv cbr.po~ua-t!11 (in uncircumcision) and ,:oi~ ,i:1p1,:s­

'l:1'-1JV-t!vo1~. CJ. vv.i•· • and 1 Cor. 711 Rom. 4•. Both nouns are used by 
metonymy, d:xpo~ua,:la by double metonymy, the word signifying, first, 

"membrumTJirile," then" uncircumcision," then "uncircumcised person"; 
on the form of the word, see Th. and M. and M. Voc. s. v. The word 

eucxrrt!).1ov, referring primarily, no doubt, to the content of the message 

(cf. on 1 '· 11 2• and detached note on eucxrre).1ov, p. 422), by the addition 
of the genitives denoting to whom the message is to be presented 

acquires a secondary reference to the work of presenting it. 

For the construction of eucxrre).1ov with ,i:e,i:la,:euv-cx1, see W. XXXII S 

(WM. p. 287), Butt., p. 190, and Rom. 3• 1 Cor. 917 1 Tim. 111• The 
perfect tense has here-and appropriately-its regular forGe, denoting 

a past fact and its existing result. BMT 74. Its translation by the 
pluperfect is necessitated by the fact that it stands in indirect discourse 

after a past tense. BMT 353. 
That in this verse and the following Paul speaks only of himself (as 

also in vv.•• •) and Peter, omitting mention of Barnabas on the one 

side and of James and John on the other, doubtless reflects the fact 
that Paul was recognised as the leader of the work among the Gentiles, 

and Peter as the leader, not indeed of the Jewish Christian church, but 

of the missionary work of the Jerusalem party. When in v.• the refer­
ence is again to the conference, Barnabas is again named, though after 

Paul, and James is named first among the three Jerusalem apostles. 

8. o ,ya-p evep,y~uat; IT&pp el,; Q,'fT'OUTOAtJV T?jt; 'IT'Ept-roµ?j,; aJ­
'IJP'YTJUEV ,cal eµol elt; Td, e0VTJ, ''for he who wrought for 

Peter unto an apostleship to the circumcised wrought also 

for me unto an apostleship to the Gentiles." This paren­

thetical v. is confirmatory of the implied assertion of v. 7, being 

intended either as a sta~ement of the reasoning by which the 
pillar apostles reached their conviction there stated, or more 

probably of Paul's own thought by which he supports and con­

firms their conclusion. Conceding without reserve Peter's 

apostleship and its divine source, Paul justifies their recognition 

of his own claim to apostleship by appeal to his own equal and 

like experience of God. 

Whether the appeal is to the inner experience of each by which they 

were endowed for their work, or to the known results, in the way of 

converts, etc., of his work and Peter's, depends upon the precise 

sense in which Paul used the words lvepy~aa~ and e~py1Jaev. The usage 

of iveprw in 1 Cor. 12•• u, where it refers to the work of the Spirit of 
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God in men, fitting and endowing each for his own work, suggests the 

first view. But Phil. 2 11, where in the second instance eYep-yEiY means 

specifically "to effect, to produce results,"[shows that Paul might easily 

use the word here with reference to the divine activity in accomplishing 

results through himself and Peter, perhaps preferring it to )(.0Cnp-y<i:l;o1J,cx1 

(see Rom. 1518) because it is intransitive and because it more distinctly 

suggests the divine energy by which the results were accomplished. 

The argument on this view would be similar to that of 1 Cor. 91, but 

also wholly appropriate to the present connection, and more forcible 

than a reference to the inner experience of Peter and himself, which 

would be known only to each of them respectively. 

In Ii yd:p eYeprfiacx<;, as in some other passages, Paul refers to God 

by a descriptive epithet without the insertion of the word &6<;. See 

1•• 11 and notes; Col. 31•. To understand Ii eYepr1Jacx,; of Christ rather 

than God, would not be consistent with Paul's usual method of expres­

sion concerning the apostleship. Save where as in Gal. 1 1 the two ideas 

coalesce in the representation of God and Christ as immediate source, 

it is his habit to speak of God as its source and Christ as the agent or 

mediator of it (Rom. 1• 15" r Cor. 151• Eph. 3•• ' Gal. 1 11; cf. also on 
his use of the verb eYenew r Cor. 12• Phil. 2 13). 

The dative Ila1:pq> is a dative of advantage, not governed by eY in 

composition, iYep-y1Jacx,; not being a verb compounded with eY, but de­

rived from sYep-yl)c; or eYep-y6,; = eY lp-yq>, "effective," and meaning "to 

be operative, to work." 

'A'1toa1:0t-1J, here as always in N. T. (see Acts 1 25 Rom. 1• 1 Cor. 9•; it is 

otherwise in classical Greek and the Lxx) refers specifically to the office 

and work of an apostle of Christ; see on r 1• The omission of the article 

gives the word qualitative force. The preposition de; expresses not 

mere reference but purpose or result, "for or unto the creation of," 

i. e., "so as to make him an apostle." 

Tii,; '1tept1:oµ'ijc;is here, as in v. ', by metonymy for "the circumcised." 

de; 1:d: i8Y1J is manifestly a condensed expression equivalent to de; 

d"Jtoa1:ot-T)Y 1:6iY e8Y6iY, or the like, used for brevity's sake or through 

negligence. That d:1toa1:0A1JY is omitted because of an unwillingness on 

Paul's part to claim apostleship for himself is excluded alike by the 

whole thought of the sentence and by 11• 

9. /Cai ,YVOVT~ T~V xdptv T~V oo0E',udv µo,, 'ld,crof3or; ,cal 

K11cf>ar; ,cal 'lrodv7J<;, ot 00/COVVTE<; CTTV"'A.ot elvai, oe~ia,r; eoro,cav 

eµol ,cal Bapvdf3q, ,coivrov{ar;, "and when, I say, they per­

ceived the grace that had been given to me, James and 

Cephas and John, who were accounted to be pillars, gave 

to me and to Barnabas right hands of fellowship." These 



II, 8-9 95 

words resume the thought of v. 7, virtually repeating l&J1'T~ 
gT, 'Tl'ETrUTTevµ,a,, etc., and completing what was there begun. 

It is an overrefinement to attempt to discover a marked dif­
ference between looVTe<; and "fVOVTE';. The "grace that was 

given to me" is manifestly the grace of God or Christ (on the 

word xdp,,;, see 13 and detached note p. 423), including espe­

cially the entrusting to him of the gospel to the uncircumcised 
(v. 7), but not necessarily excluding that manifested in the 

results which he had been able to accomplish. CJ. Rom. 1 5, 

0£' ov [sc. '1170-oii Xpio-Toii] e'Ad{Joµ,ev xdpw "al awoo-To'A.~v el,; 

wa"o~v 'Tl'UTTEOJ<; ev '/TQ,IT£V TO£<; Wvecnv. See also l Cor. 310 1510 

Eph. 32• 
7

• 8 47
• On the question how the other apostles came 

to recognise that God had given him this grace, cf. on v. 7• The 
. giving of right hands is in token of a mutual compact, while 
"o,vo,v(a,,; defines that compact as one of partnership. See 

more fully below in fine print. 

The placing of the name of James first is probably the reflection of a 
certain prominence of James in the action here spoken of and of his 
influence in the decision, even above that of Peter. Thus while Peter 

is mentioned in vv. '· •, as in some sense the apostle of the circumcision, 
i. e., as the leader in missionary work among the Jews, James was 
apparently the man of greatest influence in the settlement of a ques­
tion of policy, involving one of doctrine in the more practical sense. 

CJ. on vv. '· •. 
The substitution of IH-tpoc; for K11q,ac;, and the placing of it before 

'I&:-~o,; (DFG d f g Vg. Syr. [psh. hard.] Tert. Hier. al.) like the read­
ing IL!-tpov for K1Jq,av in 1 1• (q. v.), and IIi!-tpoc; for K1Jq,ac; in v. 11 and 
IIe-cp<i> for K11#in v. 14, is a Western corruption. In vv. 7 • •, on the other 
hand, II,hpo,; and IIe-cp<i> are undoubtedly the correct readings. 

The custom of giving the hand as a pledge of friendship or agreement 
existed both among the Hebrews and the Greeks, though probably 
derived by the Hebrews from some outside source. CJ. the passages 
cited by Ltft., indicating its existence among the Persians (Corn. Nep. 

Dat. c. 10; Diod. Sic. 16. 43•; Justinus XI 1511); and showing its preva­
lence among the Parthians and other adjacent peoples (Jos. Ant. 18.328 

(9•)); and notice in Gen. 24•• • 2511 31• ... • 3310, 
11 other methods of con­

firming an agreement or expressing friendship. The Hebrew expres­

sion is "to give the hand," ,~ l!J¾: 2 Ki. 10" Ezr. 10" Ezek. 1711 1 Chr. 

29" 2 Chr. 30• Lam. 5•, in the last three instances implying submission. 
In Greek writers 1,e!p, 1,elp ae~inp-fi, or 1,dp ~e~~. or ~,~~ alone, are 
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used with various verbs, such as 1,.oq1.[¼vw, i11.(¼1,.1,.w, !5!1lwµt, in-speaking of 

pledges received or given: Hom. ll. VI 233: xe!p&,; -r' an-f)1,.wv Aot~E't'IJY. 

Od. I 121: xecp' D.e 1le~t'tEp1JY. Soph. Ph. 813: lµ~AAE xetpo<; 'lt!a'ttY. 

Tr. II81: !µ~AAE xe!pot lle~t&v. Xen. An. 1. 6•: os~t(h D.ot~ov :itotl l&ixot. 

2. 51, lls~ta,; oelloµevotc;. In a papyrus of the second century A. D. the 
expression µ-Ii fUA.aaa[t]v aou 't1JY lls~t&v, "not to keep your pledge" 

(Grenfell, Hunt, and Hogarth, Fayum Towns and their Papyri, 12411), 

indicates that lle~tix had acquired the meaning "pledge." In the Jewish 

Greek writings ot86vcn oe~tixv (or os~t&c;) is a token of a friendly com­

pact. See I Mac. 661 II'°• "· " 13" 2 Mac. 11" 1211 13"; Jos. Ant. 

18. 328 (9•), 20. 62 (3•). In none of these cases does the giving of the hand 

indicate submission, but a pledge of friendship, in most cases from the 
superior power to the inferior. Notice esp. the use of ooiivcu and Aot~e!v 

in I Mac. II" 13•• 2 Mac. 12!'• ", but also in 2 Mac. 1322 , where in the 

case of a mutual compact the same person both gives and receives oeei&v. 
xotvwv!a,;, " fellowship, partnership," implying a friendly participation in 
the same work (cf. Phil. 1•) defines that which the giving of the right 

hands expressed, and to which the givers pledged themselves. It thus 

excludes the idea of surrender or submission which the phrase "to give 

the hand" without qualification (1 Chr. 29") might suggest, or that of 
superiority which usually accompanies its use in I and 2 Mac. The 

genitive can hardly be defined grammatically more exactly than as a 

genitive of inner connection. WM. pp. 235.ff. 

On !5oxoiivnc; a'tuAot elvott, see note on o! 1lo:it0iivnc;, v. •. The term 

" pillars " as a designation of those upon whom responsibility rests, is 
found in classical, Jewish, and Christian writers. Thus in Eur. Iph. T. 

57: a'tUAOt -yap Otl«t)Y 'ltottoec; e!atY &paEYE<;. }Esch. Ag. 898: a'tUAO~ 

'lto!l-l)p'll, 11.ovorevec; 'tif:itvov 'ltot'tp!. Cf. exx. from Rabbinic writings in 

Schottgen, H orae H ebraicae, ad loc., and for early Christian writers, see 
Clem. Rom. 5•, o! µif-yta'tot xotl 1lt:itott6't'ot'tot a'tuAot, referring to the apostles, 

of whom Peter and Paul are especially named. 

fva ~µ,ei,r; elr; Ta e0v17, aVTO~ 0€ elr; T~V 'TT'EPLTOµ,rw· "that 

we should go (or preach the gospel) among the Gentiles, and 

they among the circumcised." A verb such as t>..0roµ,ev or 

evaryrye">..tuJµ,e0a is to be supplied in the first part, and a cor­

responding predicate for avTo{ in the second part. On the 

omission of the verb after 7va, see Th. 7va II 4 c, and cf. Rom. 

416 1 Cor. 1 31 2 Cor. 813• The clause defines the content of the 
agreement implied in oe,Lat:; eow,cav . • . 1'0£1J(J)V(ar;. See 

BMT 217 (b) and cf. John 922• avTo( stands in antithesis to 

~µ,e'ir;, and is thus slightly emphatic, but not properly intensive. 
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See Butt. p. 107. The whole sentence of v. 9 marks the com­
plete victory of the apostle on this memorable occasion, the 

significance of which lies not in that the apostles approvec\rhim, 
which of itself might signify dependence on them instead of 

the independence on which he has been insisting ever since his 

strong affirmation of it in 1 11, 12, but in that his view prevailed 

as against .the opposition of the legalists and the timid com­

promise which the apostles themselves at first wished to follow. 

Was the division of the field here described territorial or 

racial? Was it understood that Paul and Barnabas were to 
go to Gentile lands, and, though having it as their distinctive 

aim to reach the Gentiles, preach to all whom they found, while 

the other apostles took as their territory the Jewish home 

lands? Or were the Gentiles in any and every land or city 

assigned to Paul and Barnabas and the Jews in the same land 

and city to Peter, James, and John? The use of the terms 
e0V'TJ and ?TEptTOµ'TJ, which designate the people rather than the 

territory, seems at first sight to indicate a personal, or rather 

racial, division. And no doubt it was this in a sense. The 

basis on whir.h it rested was a difference between Jews and 
Gentiles as peoples, not between the lands in which they lived. 

Unquestionably, too, the mission of Paul and Barnabas was 

chiefly a mission to and for the Gentiles, and that of the others 

to and for the Jews. Yet on the other hand it must be observed 

that Paul has used not a simple dative or ?Tpdr; with the accusa­

tive, but elr;, and that, despite some apparent or even a few 
real exceptions to the general rule, the distinction between these 

constructions severally, whether we assume here an omitted 
eA0(J)µEV, evaryrye)..ur@µe0a, or ICTJPV<I<r(J)µEv, is with a good 

degree of consistency maintained throughout N. T. The dative 

after verbs such as evaryry. and "TJPV<r. (the rare cases after verbs 

of motion need not come into account here) is a dative of in­

direct object denoting the persons addressed. ?Tpdr; with words 

denoting persons individually or collectively denotes personal 

approach or address; elr; with names of places means "into" 

or "to"; with personal designations "among" (i. e., to and 

among), never being used with singular personal nouns (save 
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in such special idioms ~s el,; JavTov eA.Oeiv), but only~ with 

plurals or collectives. The use of the phrase el,; Ta WV'T/ rather 
than Toi,; lOve,nv, therefore favours the conclusion that the 

division, though on a basis of preponderant nationality, was 
nevertheless territorial rather than racial. This conclusion is, 
moreover, confirmed by the fact that twice in this epistle (114 2 2

) 

Paul has spoken unambiguously of the Gentiles as those among 
(ev) whom he preached the gospel, and that he has nowhere in 
this epistle or elsewhere used the preposition el,; after evaryrye­

">..(toµ,a, or K1Jpvuu<J> to express the thought" to preach to" (on 
1 Thes. 2 9, the only possible exception, see below). The whole 
evidence, therefore, clearly indicates that the meaning of the 
agreement was that Paul and Barnabas were to preach the gos­
pel in Gentile lands, the other apostles in Jewish lands. On 
the question whether the division of territory involved a differ­
ence in the content of the message, see on v. 7• 

For instances of the dative after verbs of speaking, see 411 I Cor. 31 

xs•· • 2 Cor. n 7 Rom. 1" 311 71 Acts -8• 10". The dative is the most 
frequent construction with eucxyye).rc;oµcxt. For 'lt:p6,; with the accusa­
tive (occurring only Rev. 107 after eucxyye).rc;oµcxt, never 'after :K.1Jp6aaw, 

frequently after 'lt:ope6oµcxt and esp. lp,coµcxt), see 1 1711 • I Thes. 2 18 2 Cor. 

111, "Rom. 1 10• " IS"· "· .,, 11 Mt. 10• Lk. 16" 1810 Jn. 14"• "· For e!c; 

with personal nouns, see I Pet. I" (only instance after eucxrr· when the 

noun is personal, but cf. 2 Cor. 1010) Mk. 1" 131•Lk. 24" r Thes. 2• (after 
:K.1)p6aaw) Mt. 15t< Lk. II" Acts 22" 2611 (after ,i'lt:oad).).w and e~cx'lt:oa­

-re).).w) Jn. 9" 21 11 Acts 20" (after ip,coµcxt, e~epx• and e!c;~px•) Jn. 7" Acts 

181 (after 'lt:ope6oµcxt). The usage of ev after :K.1Jpuaaw ( chap. 2• Acts 9" 2 

Cor. 1 10 Col. 1 21 I Tim. 311), together with the use of distinctly local terms 

after e!,; (Mk. r" Lk. 4"), leaves no room for doubt that e!,; after 

:K.1Jpuaaw means "among" rather than "unto." On 1 Thes. 2•, see 

Bornemann ad lac. and on Mk. 1310 Lk. 24", see WM. p. 267. Similar 
reasoning based on the use of the dative after eucxrre).rc;oµcxt (chap. 411 

1 Cor. 151, • 2 Cor. n 7 Rom. 1 11) and the employment of the phrase 

eucxrre).(toµcxt ev in this epistle (r") and of eucxrr• e!,; (2 Cor. 1011; on 
1 Pet. r", see WM. p. 267) ·leads to a similar conclusion respecting e!c; 

after this verb. Concerning e!c; after verbs like 'lt:ope6oµcxt, etc., Jn. 7", 
µ7) e!,; 't7)Y 1ltcxa'lt:op,h 'tWY 'EAAT)YWY µ!!).).et 'lt:Opeuea6cxt =l ot1l&a:K.EtY 'tOU<; 

"E).).,ivcx,;, is particularly instructive since the persons to be addressed 

are expressly distinguished from those among (e!,;) whom Jesus is sup­

posed to be going. If in Acts 18• e!,; certainly verges towards the mean-
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ing "unto" (denoting address rather than location), yet the total evi­
dence leaves no room for doubt that s!~ uniformly, or all but uniformly, 
retains its local sense after all the verbs here under consideration. 

10. µdvov -rwv 'TT''TW'X,WV Zva. P,V"7P,OV€vwµ€v, "provided only 

that we should remember the poor." e0l'Jvqua.v or some similar 

verb might be supplied before this clause. See GMT 332, " 

Butt. p. 24r. But it is better in the absence of a verb to make 
the clause co-ordinate in construction with the preceding Zva 

clause, Zva ••• '1T'€pt-roµfJv, and dependent on the idea of 

agreement implied in oefias eow,cav. On this understanding 

the clause is not a request added to the agreement,'but a part 

of the agreement itself. µdvov limits the whole clause and indi­
cates that it contains the only qualification of the agreement 

already stated in general terms. On the use of µdvov, intro­

ducing a qualification of a preceding statement or of its appar­

ent implications, see 1 23 513, and esp. 1 Cor. 739• To the general 
agreement that the field be divided between them, each group 

maintaining entire independence in its own territory, there is 

added as the only qualification of this independence and sep­

arateness the specification that the apostles to the Gentiles 
shall continue to remember the poor, i. e., manifestly the poor 

among the Christians on the other side of the dividing line (cf. 

Sief. ad loc.). The tense of µvr,µov€vwp,€v, denoting continued 

action (BMT 96), indicates either that the course of action 
referred to is one which having already been begun is to be 

continued, or that there is distinctly in mind a practice (riot 

a single instance) of it in the future. The former as the more 

common implication of a present tense in the dependent moods 

is somewhat more probable. 
a ,cal E<T'TT'OVOa<ra au-ro 'TOV'TO 7TO£,j<Ta£. "which very thing I 

, have also taken pains to do." On the strengthening of 1S by 
au-ro, see Butt. p. 109. The verb <T'TT'OVOa,(J} in N. T. signi­

fies not simply "to be willing," nor, on the other hand, "to do 

with eagerness," but "to make diligent effort" to do a thing 

(1 Thes. 217 of unsuccessful effort; everywhere else in exhorta­

tions); cf. Jth. 131• 12, "to make haste" to do a thing. Appar­

ently, therefore, it can not refer simply to the apostle's state of 
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mind, but either to a previous or subsequent activity on his part. 
Against the supposition that the reference is to an effort in 

which Paul and Barnabas had jointly taken part (cf. Acts u 30) 

is the singular number of eu1rovoaua. A reference to an effort 

on behalf of the poor at that very time in progress is impossible 
in view of the meaning and tense of eu,rovoaua, to which also 

its singular number adds further force. This would have re­
quired an imperfect tense, and in all probability, since Barna­

bas was with Paul at the time, the plural number (notice the 
number of µV1]µovevroµev)-€<1'7TOVOdtoµ,ev 7TO£E£V or €7T'0£01.1µ,EV. 

There is apparently a slight hint in the present tense of 

µv17µovevroµev of a previous remembrance of the poor on the 

part of one or both of them (it would be overpressing the plural 
to say both of them), in eCT'IT'ovoaua a reference to Paul's subse­

quent diligence in fulfilling the stipulation then made. 

Respecting the argument of the whole paragraph, it should 

be noticed that while the apostle's objective point is precisely 

not to prove that he was in agreement with the Twelve, but 

independent of them, yet by the facts which he advances to 

prove his independence he at the same time excludes the inter­
pretation which his judaistic opponents would have been glad 

to put upon his conduct, viz., that he was in disagreement 

with the Twelve, they right and he wrong, and shows that, 

though they at first disagreed with him as to what was expedi­

ent to do, in the end they cordially admitted that he was right. 

f. Evidence of his independence of all human authority 

drawn from his conduct in resisting Peter at Antioch (211-u). 

In this passage the apostle relates one of the most significant 

incidents of the whole series from the point of view of his 

independence of the apostles. Peter, coming down to Antioch 

evidently with no hostile intent or critical spirit, and probably 

arriving in Paul's absence, is attracted by the spectacle of Jew­

ish and Gentile Christians living together in harmony in one 
community, joins himself for the time to this community and, 

followi~g the practice of the Jews of the church, eats with the 

Gentile members. Presently, however, there appeared at An-
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tioch certain men who came from Jerusalem as the repre­

sentatives of James. These men, doubtless contending that 

Peter's conduct in eating with the Gentiles was not only not 

required by the Jerusalem agreement, but was in fact contrary 

to it, since it involved disregard of the law by Jewish Christians, 

brought such pressure to bear upon Peter that he gradually dis­

continued his social fellowship with the Gentile Christians. 

So influential was this change in Peter's practice that all the 

Jewish members of the church ceased to eat with their Gentile 

fellow-Christians, and as a result of this even Barnabas, who 

at Jerusalem had with Paul championed the freedom of the 

Gentiles, also followed Peter's example. Thus the church was 

divided, socially at least, into two, and by this fact pressure 

was brought upon the Gentiles to take up the observance of 

the Jewish law of foods, since so only could the unity of the 

church be restored. At this point Paul, perhaps returning 

from an absence from Antioch, for it is difficult to suppose that 

matters would have reached this pass while he was present, or 

possibly delaying action so long as the question pertained to 

the conduct of the Jews only, and interfering only when it 

became also a question of the subjection of the Gentiles to the 

Jewish law-at this point, at any rate, Paul boldly rebuked 

Peter, claiming that Peter's own previous conduct showed that 

he recognised that the law was not binding even upon Jewish 

Christians, and that it was therefore unjustifiable and hypo­

critical for him, by refusing to eat with the Gentiles, in effect 

to endeavour to bring them under the law. By this incident 

a new phase of the question discussed at Jerusalem was brought 

to the front, viz.: whether the Jewish Christian was also re­

leased from the obligation to keep the law, as well as the Gen­

tile; and, by the inclusion of foods as well as circumcision 

among the matters brought into controversy, the question of 

the obligation of statutes in general was raised. The essentially 

contradictory character of the compromise reached at Jeru­

salem having also in this way been brought to light, Paul, so 

far from recognising the authority of Peter as the representa­

tive of the Jerusalem apostles to dictate his course of action, 
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resisted him openly, and following out the logic not of that to 
which he had consented at Jerusalem, viz., the continuance of 
legal practices by the Jewish Christians, but of that for which 
he had contended, viz., the freedom of the Gentiles from ob­
ligation to conform to the statutes of the law, boldly claimed 
that even Jewish Christians were not under law, and must not 
obey its statutes when such obedience involved compulsion of 
the Gentiles to do the same. In no way could he more ef­
fectively have affirmed his independence as a Christian apostle 
of all human authority. 

11And when Cephas came to Antioch I resisted him to the face, 

because he stood condemned. 12For before certain came from 

James he was eating with the Gentiles. But when they came 

he gradually drew back and separated himself, fearing the 

circumcised. 13And there joined him in the hypocrisy the rest 

of the Jews also, so that even Barnabas was carried along with 

their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were not pursuing a 

straightforward course in relation to the truth of the gospel, I said 

to Cephas in the presence of everybody, If thou, though a Jew, 

livest after the manner of the Gentiles and not after that of the 

Jews, how is it that thou dost constrain the Gentiles to live after the 

Jewish manner? 

11. "OTE Se ",""A.Bev K11cf>a<; el<; ·Avndxeiav, 1'a'Ta 'lrp0trfA"1rov 

awp O,V'TflT'T'TJV, ()'T£ 1'a'Teryvrouµ,evo<; ~v· "And when Cephas came 

to Antioch, I resisted him to the face, because he stood con­
demned." The antithesis between the right hands of fellow­
ship (v. 9) and Paul's resistance of Peter at Antioch suggests 

the translation of U by "but." But the paragraph is simply 
continuative of the argument begun in 111, and extending to 
and through this paragraph. By one more event in which he 

came into contact with the Jerusalem leaders he enforces his 
argument that he had never admitted their authority over him, 
but had acted with the consciousness of having independent 
guidance for his conduct. 

The -Antioch here rpferred to fa unquestionably not the Pisidian 
Antioch, but the more famous Syrian city, which is regularly spoken 

of simply as Antioch, without further title to designate it. See Acts 
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I.11' et freq. CJ. Acts. 13". This temporal clause evidently denotes the, 
time of the fact about to be stated, only in a general way, not as if 
it occurred immediately upon Peter's arrival; for the following verses 

show that in fact a considerable series of events must have elapsed 
before Paul took his stand against Peter. Concerning the time of the 
whole incident, see I nlrod. pp. l f. 

The phrase Y.cx-ra: 'ltp6aw'ltoy conveys in itself no implication of hos­
tility, but only of "face to face" encounter (Acts 2518 2 Cor. 101). 

civ-rla-r1)Y reflects the fact that to Paul Peter seemed to have made 

the initiative aggression. For while the verb is used both of passive 
resistance (lit. "to stand against") and active counter opposition (cf. 

Acts 13• 2 Tim. 3•), yet it usually or invariably implies an, initiative 

attack in some sense from the other side. This was furnished in the 
present instance by the conduct of Peter, which though not necessarily 

so in intention was in effect an attack on the position which Paul was 
maintaining at Antioch. 

Of the various senses in which the verb i,;cx-tcxjtYIMY.W is used by 
classical writers, two only can be considered here: (a) "to accuse," (b) 

"to condemn." Of these the latter is evidently much more appropriate 
in a clause in which Paul gives the reason for resisting Peter. The 
participle is predicative, and best taken as forming with iiv a pluper­

fect of existing state (BMT 90, 91, 430; Gal. 4• Mt. 911 26" Mk. 1• 

Lk. 17). It comes to practically the same thing to take i,;cx-rervwaµevo<; 

as having the force of an adjective meaning "guilty" (Sief. cites Hero­
dian, 5, 151, eMrxetY e'ltetp!Z'to e!Y.6-rw<; i,;cx-reyvwaµeY1)Y, Luc. De salt. 

952; Clem. Hom. 17"; with which compare also, as illustrating the 
adjectival use of participles in N. T:, Acts 87 Gal. 1" Eph. 2 12 4• 

Col. 1 21 ; BMT 429). A phrase of.agency denoting by whom he had 
been condemned is not in any case necessary, nor is it necessary defi­

nitely to supply it in thought. Probably Paul's thought is that Peter's 

own action condemned him. Notice the following clause introduced 

by r~?- The perfect is used with similar implication in Rom. 1421 

Jn. 311; Jos. Bell. 2.135 (8•), cited by Ltft. To supply "by the Gen­
tile Christians in Antioch" is to add to the text what is neither sug­

gested by the context nor appropriate to it. For since the purpose of 
the apostle in narrating this event is still to show his own independence 
of the other apostles, a condemnation of Peter's action by the Gentile 

Christians in Antioch is an irrelevant detail, and especially so as the 

reason for Paul's action in rebuking Peter. 

12 , ,.. :o. ·,e ,.. :o. • ' 'I ' a :o. ,.. ·e ,.. • 7rpo TOV "fap e"' e,v nva~ a1ro a,cw,-,ov µ,eTa TWV e vwv 

uvv~rr0iev. "For before certain came from James he was eating 

with the Gentiles." Not this clause alone but the whole 
sentence (v. 12) gives the reason why Peter stood condemned, 
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and so the proof (rydp) of ,ca-rE.ryvro<rµ.evo<;. J0vwv refers, of 

course, chiefly or exclusively to the Gentile Christians, as in 

Rom. 1516 164, and in v. 14 below, and <rvv~<r0iev, without doubt, 

to sharing with them in their ordinary meals, as in Lk. 152 Acts 
n 3• The imperfect tense implies that he did this,not on a single 

occasion, but repeatedly or habitually. The significance of the 

act lay in the fact that he thereby exposed himself to the lia­
bility of eating food forbidden by the 0. T. law of clean and 

unclean foods (Lev. chap. n), and thus in effect declared it not 

binding upon him.* The question thus brought to the front 
was, it should be clearly observed, quite distinct from that one 

which was the centre of discussion at Jerusalem. There it was 

the obligation of the Gentile Christian to observe the law, and 

particularly in the matter of circumcision; here it involves the 

obligation of the Jewish Christian to keep the law, and par­
ticularly in the matter of food. By his action in eating with 

Gentile Christians, whose freedom from the law had been ex­

pressly granted at Jerusalem so far as concerned circumcision, 

and who had doubtless exercised a like freedom in respect to 
foods, Peter went beyond anything which the action at Jeru­

salem directly called for, and in effect declared the Jew also, 
as well as the Gentile, to be free from the law. It does not 

indeed follow that he would have been prepared to apply the 
principle consistently to other prescriptions of the law, and to 

affirm, e. g., that the Jewish Christian need not circumcise his 

children. Nevertheless, the broad question whether any statute 

of the law was binding upon Gentile or Jew was now brought 

out into clear light, and on this question Peter by his conduct 

took a position which was of great significance. 

Yet it can scarcely have been Peter's conduct that first raised 

the question. The custom of Jewish Christians eating with 

Gentiles he no doubt found in existence when he came to 

Antioch and fell in with it because it appealed to him as right, 

although contrary to his previous practice. It is wholly im-

• On the Jewish feeling respecting Jews eating with Gentiles, see Jubil. 2210 Tob. 1"• u 
Dan. 11 Esth. Lxx chap. 28 Jth. 121«. 3 Mac, 3•• •; Jos. Am. 4,137; {61); cited by Bous. lW. 
tl. Jutl.•, p. 192; Acts 1011 n•. 
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probable that not finding it in existence he himself suggested 
it, or that if he had already been in the habit of eating with 

Gentiles in Judea, he would have been deterred from continu­
ing to do so in Antioch by the arrival of the messengers from 

James. The Antioch practice was clearly an expression of the 

"freedom in Christ Jesus" which Paul advocated, but in all 

probability a new expression, developed since the conference at 
Jerusalem (vv. 1

-
10

). It was probably only after that event, in 

which the full Christianity of the Gentile Christians was recog­

nised even at Jerusalem, that the Jewish Christians at Antioch 

gained courage to break over their scruples as Jews, and eat with 
their Gentile brothers in the church. Nor is there any special 

reason to think that Paul would have pressed the matter at the 

beginning. Concerning, as it did, not the freedom of the Gen­

tiles, but the adherence of the Jews to their own ancestral custom 
enforced by 0. T. statute, in consistency with his principles (I 

Cor. 7141t-) and the course he pursued at Jerusalem, where he 
stood £or the freedom of the Gentiles but assumed apparently 

without demurrer that the Jews would continue to observe the 

law, it would probably seem to him not a matter to be pressed, 

but left to the gradual enlightenment of the Jewish Christians 

themselves. It is difficult to see, moreover, how, if the Jewish 
Christians in Antioch had before the conference at Jerusalem 

already begun to disregard the Jewish law of foods, this should 

not have been even more a burning question at Jerusalem 

than the circumcision of the Gentiles. Certainly it would 

have been more difficult for the legalistic party to yield in 

the former than in the latter matter. Probability, therefore, 

points to the time between Paul's return to Antioch and 

Peter's arrival there as that in which the Jewish. Christians 

at Antioch began to eat with their Gentile brethren. 

If this is correct it furnishes, moreover, a natural explana­

tion of the visit to Antioch both of Peter and of the representa­

tives of James. If news of this new departure at Antioch had 

come to Jerusalem it might easily seem to Peter that inasmuch 

as it affected not simply the Gentiles, but also the Jewish 

Christians, it concerned him as the apostle of the latter to 
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know what was going on. Especially would this be the case 
if there was any uncertainty in his mind as to whether the divi­

sion of the field agreed to at Jerusalem assigned to him the 

Jews, or Jewish lands. See on 2 9• Even if he had come ex­
pecting to disapprove what he found, it would be by no means 

uncharacteristic of him that, captivated with the picture of · 
Christian unity which he saw, he should, instead of reproving, 
have himself adopted the new custom. And if in turn news of 

this state of affairs, including Peter's unexpected conduct, 

reached Jerusalem, this would furnish natural occasion for the 

visit of the representatives of James; for to James as well as to 

the more extreme legalists such conduct might seem not only 
to violate the Jerusalem agreement, but to create a most seri­

ous obstacle to the development of the Christian faith among 

the Jews. 
And this in turn makes clear the important fact that the 

situation at Antioch was not the result of repudiation of the 

Jerusalem agreement by any of the parties to it, but was sim­
ply the corning to the surface of the contradictory convictions 

which were only imperfectly harmonised in the compromise in 

which the Jerusalem conference issued. A new aspect of the 

question which underlay the discussion at Jerusalem had now 
come to the front and raised a question concerning which pre­

cisely opposite decisions might easily seem to different persons 

to be involved in the Jerusalem decision. The brethren at 

Antioch might naturally seem to themselves to be only follow­

ing out what was logically involved in the Jerusalem decision, 

when they found in the recognition of uncircumcised Gentile 

believers as brethren the warrant for full fellowship with them 

on equal terms, and, in the virtual declaration of the non­

essentiality of circumcision, ground for the inference that the 

0. T. statutes were no longer binding, and ought not to be 

observed to the detriment of the unity of the Christian com­

munity. The Jerusalem brethren, on the other hand, might 

with equal sincerity maintain that they had never expressed or 

intimated the belief that the Jews could disregard the statutes 

of the law, and that the· tacit understanding of the Jerusalem 



II, 12 107 

decision was that these statutes should be regarded as still in 

force for the Jews, whatever concessions were made in respect 
to the Gentiles. It was this derivation of contrary conclusions 

from the Jerusalem compromise and Peter's wavering between 

the two interpretations that created the Antioch situation. 

Whether ch:o 'lczl!.6>~ou limits -t1v&~ or e1.6eiv it is impossible to deter­
mine with certainty. The fact that the subject.of an infinitive some­
what more frequently precedes it than follows it (see Votaw, Inf. in 

Bib. Gr. p. 58; cf. Mt. 68 Lk. 22t1; contra Lk. 2 21 Gal. 3") slightly favours 
explaining the position of -t1v&~ as due to the desire to brjng it into 
connection with cno 'IIXXw~ou. Yet the rarity of any limitation of an 
indefinite pronoun by any phrase except a partitive one is against this 
construction. In either case the mention of the personal name, James, 
the same, of course, who is named in v." and in r", implies that the 
persons spoken of were sent by him or in some sense represented him. 
That they did not belong to those whom in v. c Paul calls "false breth­
ren" is probable not only from the fact that Paul does not so describe 
them, but designates them as representing James, who was of the 
mediating party, but also from the fact, brought out above, that these 
messengers of James to Antioch probably contended not for obedience 
to the Jewish law by Gentile Christians, but for the keeping of the Jeru­
salem compact as they not unnaturally interpreted it. 

~Te OE ;,x0011, V'1rerneXXe11 tcal lupchpitev EaVTOII, cf,o/3ovµe11or; 

rro'l}(, E" 7rEpt/roµ,'Y}~. "But when they came, he gradually drew 

back and separated himself, fearing the circumcised." The verb 
V'IT'O<ITe'XXw, used, especially by Polybius, of the drawing back 

of troops in order to place them under shelter, itself suggests 
a retreat from motives of caution; eavTov is the object of 

both verbs. The imperfect tense is very expressive, indi­

cating that Peter took this step not at once, immediately on 

the arrival of the ·men from James, but gradually, under the 

pressure, as the next phrase implies, of their criticism. The 

force of the tense can hardly be otherwise expressed than by 

the word "gradually!' For a possible parallel instance of the 

use of the tense, see Acts 186
• The circumcised from fear of 

whom Peter reversed his course of action are manifestly those 

Jewish Christians who came from James. That Peter should 

have been to such an extent under their domination illustrates 
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both his own instability and the extent to which the legalistic 
party had developed and acquired influence in the Jerusalem 
church and Jewish Christianity generally. In view of this 
statement it is by no means incredible that at that later time 
referred to in Acts 2120 such a situation as is there described 
should have developed. CJ. on 1 24• 

'ID.8e11 (understood by Origen (1181) to refer to James, 4)..86v.o,; 

'loc11W~ou) though supported by NBD*FG 39,442, and the old Latin 
must be either a primitive error or a Western corruption. See WH. 

Introd. p. 224, and App. p. 121. The reading ~A8ov is supported by 

ACDb •• •EHKLP, the great body of later manuscripts and the ancient 
versions with the exception of the old Latin. 

Ilep11:oµfi is probably not used here as above, by metonymy for "the 
circumcised "---observe the presence of the article there and its omis­

sion here--but in its proper sense. The preposition expresses source, 

i. e., not of existence but of standing and character (cf. Th. fa, II 7, 
though the characterisation of the use is not quite broad enough), and 

the phrase means simply "the circumcised," "the Jews." This rather 
than "converts from Judaism" (Ltft.) seems to be the regular sense of 

this phrase, found also in Rom. 4" Col. 411 Acts 10" u•. CJ. the ex­
pression b e:K. 'l':(as:ew<;;, chap. 37• • Rom. 3" 410; b e:K. v6µou, Rom. 411; see also 
Gal. 310. 

13. Kai O"VJJV'1T'E1Cp(811<rav av-rp ,cal oi Mmrol 'lovcSaZo,, ;:,<TTE 

,cal Bapvdf3a~ <rvvam1xfJ11 av-rrov TV i11ro,cp(<rei. " And there 

joined him in the hypocrisy the rest of the Jews also, so that 
even Barnabas was carried along with their hypocrisy." Hy­
pocrisy, consisting essentially in the concealment of one's real 
character, feelings, etc., under the guise of conduct implying 
something different (wo,cp(ve<r0at * is "to answer from under," 

i. e., from under a mask as the actor did, playing a part; cf. 

Lk. 2020), usually takes the form of concealing wrong feel­
ings, character, etc., under the pretence of better ones. In the 
present case, however, the knowledge, judgment, and feelings 
which were concealed were worse only from the point of view 
of the Jews of whom Peter and those who joined with him 

'were afraid. From Paul's point of view it was their better 

• On the compound 11vvv.-o~p,vo,. ... , see Polyb, 3.112•, 5. 49'; Plut, Marius, 14"; here only 

inN. T. 
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knowledge which they cloaked urider a mask of worse, the usual 
type of hypocrisy which proceeds from fear. By the charac­
. terisation of this conduct as hypocrisy Paul implies that there 
had been no real change of conviction on the part of Peter and 
the rest, but only conduct which belied their real convictions. 
"The rest of the Jews" are manifestly the other Jewish Chris­
tians in Antioch, from which it is evident that it was not Peter 
only who had eaten with the Gentile Christians but the Jewish 
Christians generally. That even Barnabas, who shared with 
Paul the apostleship to the Gentiles, yielded to the, pressure 
exerted by the brethren from Jerusalem shows again how 
strong was the influence exerted by the latter. 

Kal (after ao-t(j')) is the reading of NACDFGHKLP al. pler. d g 

Syr. (psh. hard.) Ann. Aeth. Victorin. Ambrst. Hier. Or. It is 
omitted by B"f Vg. Boh. Goth. Or. (Sout.). Neither external nor 
internal evidence is decisive; but its omission from the small number 
of authorities which do not contain it, either from pure inadvertence 
or from a feeling that it was superfluous, seems somewhat more prob­
able than its addition to the great body of authorities. 

Tn u11:oitp!cm may be either a dative of accompaniment-"swept 
along with their hypocrisy"-dependent on the a6v in composition 
(cf. Eph. 511 Phil, 4" Rom. 1216 et freq.) or perhaps, a little more prob­
ably, a dative of agent, "by their hyppcrisy," "with them" being im­
plied in auv. On the use of the verb auva11:~w, found also in Xen. and 
Lxx, cf. esp. 2 Pet. 317• 

14. a,}..)1.' 5TE el&v 8Tt ov,e ap80'1f'OOOV<JW 'TT'poc; T~V aX~Oeiav 

Tov eva"f'YEX{ov, "But when I saw that they were not pursuing 
a straightforward course il!._relation !g,the truth of the gospel." 
The natural implication of this sentence and indeed of the pre­
ceding narrative is that all the events thus far related, the com­

ing of the emissaries of James, the retreat of Peter from his 
first position, the like action of the rest of the Jewish Christians 
and even of Barnabas, took place before Paul himself took a 
position of open opposition to Peter. Had Paul, then, been 
in Antioch all this time, either holding his peace while the 
whole Jewish element in the church took a position which he 
judged to be wrong, or unable, without open opposition to 
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Peter, to stem the tide, and reluctant to resort to this? The 
latter alternative is the more probable, if he was actually 
present. But the most probable explanation of the facts, 
neither directly supported nor opposed by anything in the pas­
sage itself, is that Paul was absent during the early part of 

Peter's stay in Antioch. 

It is indeed possible to suppose that Paul's activity in the matter 
was due not to his arrival in Antioch but to a new perception (note the 
word etaov) of the significance of the question at issue. Possibly he 
himself had not, till this controversy cleared the air, seen how far the 
principles of the gospel that he preached must carry him in his anti­
legalism, had offered no active opposition to Peter's attempt to bring 
the Jewish Christians under the law, and only when the movement 
began to spread to the Gentile Christians (see v. 14 fin.) saw clearly 
that the only position consistent with the gospel was that if the law 
was not binding upon the Gentile, neither could it be really so upon 
the Jew, and that when obedience to it by Gentile or Jew became an 
obstacle in the way of the gospel, then both Jew and Gentile must 
cease to obey its statutes. But on this hypothesis Paul himself was 
involved only less deeply than Peter in the latter's confusion of thought 
and it is therefore .hardly likely that he would have spoken in the 
words of sharp condemnation of Peter which he employs in v. 11 and in 
this verse. 

The verb op8o"Jto8i!<.>, used only here (and in later eccl. writers where 
its use may be traced to this passage, Ltft.), means "to make a straight 
path" rather than "to walk erect." CJ. 6p86"Jtooei; ~(X!voV't'e<;, Nicander, 
Al. 4r9; and Sophocles, Greek Lexi,con of Rom. and Byz. Period. CJ. 

Paul's frequent use of 'ltept'ltacdw, "to walk," as a figure for moral con­
duct, chap. 518 Rom. 6• 8•, etc. The present word is apparently not simply 
a general ethical term for doing right, but, as the context implies, 
denotes straightforward, unwavering, and sincere conduct in contrast 
with the pursuing of a crooked, wavering, and more or less insincere 
course, such as Paul has just attributed to Peter and those who fol­
lowed him. The present tense describes the fact from the point 
of view of Paul's original perception of it-" they are not acting 
straightforwardly." It is not, however, a historical present (Sief.) 
but the present of the direct form retained in indirect discourse even 
after a past tense (BMT 34r [b]). The preposition '1tp6i; probably 
means "towards," "in relation to" (chap. 61• 2 Cor. r" Col. 4•), and 
the phrase '1tp6i; ••• eo(Xyy, constitutes a definitive limitation of 
6p8o"Jto8ouatv, yielding the sense "pursue a straight course in relation 
to the truth of the gospel," "to deal honestly and consistently with it, 
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not juggling, or warping, or misrepresenting it." 1tp6c; may indeed 
mean "in conformity with" (Lk. 12" 2 Cor. 51

• Eph. 3•; so Th. Ltft. 
Ell. Sief.), and the phrase constitute an epexegesis of 6p801to800a1v, 

yielding the sense "pursuing a straightforward (righteous) course, viz., 

one in accordance with the truth of the gospel." But the fact that 
Paul regularly employs :iia,;a: with 1tep111:ot-ri!ti> in the sense "in con­
formity to" (2 Cor. I~•• Rom. 14" etc.) is against this latter view, 
while the former is more in accordance with the context, which refers 
not so much to conformity to the truth of the gospel as to an attitude 
(of straightforwardness or crookedness) towards it. The interpretation 
of 1tp6c; in the sense of (motion) towards, making the truth of the gospel 
the goal of their action, involves a sense possible to 1tp6c;,, but out of 
harmony with the context. The phrase, "the truth of the gospel," is 
doubtless used here in the same sense as in v •. •, q. 11. 

t:l'Tfov Tq> K 11cf,q lµ,7rpoo-0t:v 7rdVTO>V "l said to Cephas in 

the presence of everybody." The omission of the article before 
7raVTO>V makes the statement very general, not simply before 
those yho have just been mentioned (Twv 7raVT0>11) but when all 
the members of the church were pr_esent. CJ. 1 Cor. n 18 1423, 

and esp. 1 Tim. 520• 

How much of what follows was actually· uttered on this occa­
sion it is impossible to say with certainty. Only the first sen­
tence (v. 14b) contains unmistakable evidence of having been 
addressed to Peter, and the absence of any direct address in the 
remainder of the chapter makes it unlikely that through the 
whole of it Paul is still quoting what he said to Peter. Yet on 
the other hand it is improbable that he intends to limit his 
report of his words on that occasion to a single sentence. He 
passes imperceptibly from the report of his former words into 
argument on the theme itself, and the line between the two 
can not be detected. 

E, <TV 'IovBafoc; inrdpx(J)ll e0vuc/i,c; /Cal ovxl 'lovBailCOJc; ~fie;, 
7r0Jc; Tlt 10111/ avary/Ca~f:Lc; 'IovBat~f:£11; "If thou, though a Jew' 

livest after the manner of the Gentiles, and not after that of 

the Jews, how is it that thou dost constrain the Gentiles to live 
after the Jewish manner? " The terms e011£1Co,c; and 'Iov8ai1Co,c; 

manifestly refer to the living according to Gentile and Jewish 
customs respectively, especially in the matter of foods. The 
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conditional clause evidently refers, as is often the case with a 
simple present supposition, to an admitted fact. (BMT 244.) 

It is an overpressing of the present tense to maintain that it 

must refer to an act at that very time in progress, which is 
plainly excluded by the preceding narrative. Grammatically 
it is doubtless to be taken not as a present for an imperfect, but 
as a general present, describing a habit or mental attitude which, 
being illustrated by a recent act, may itself be assumed to be 
still in force (cf. Mk. 2 7 Mt. r22&«. Acts 227• 8 233, 'Ps. 89'2, ea). 
The use of it implies that Peter had not really in principle aban­
doned the Gentile way of life, though temporarily from fear · 
returning to the Jewish way of living. In English we should· 

probably say in such a case, "If you can live," or "If your 
convictions permit you to live." Over against this recent prac­
tice Paul forcibly sets forth Peter's inconsistency in compelling 
the Gentiles to follow the Jewish mode of life. The words 
ava,yted,e,r; 'lovoat,e,v are of crucial importance for the under­

standing of Paul's position. They show what he regarded as 
the significance if not the deliberate intent of Peter's conduct 
in refusing longer to eat with the Gentile Christians. Under 
the circumstances this amounted not simply to maintaining the 

validity of the Jewish law for Jewish Christians, but involved 
the forcing of Jewish practices upon the Gentile Christians. 
By his refusal any longer to eat with them and by the adoption 

under his influence of the same course on the part of the Jew­
ish members of the Antioch church, he left to the Gentiles no 
choice but either to conform to the Jewish law of foods, or suffer 
a line of division to be drawn through the church. It was this 

element of coercion brought to bear on the Gentile Christians 
that made the matter one of direct concern to Paul. Against 
efforts to maintain the observance of the Jewish law on the part 
of Jewish Christians, he would doubtless have had nothing to 
say so long as they were confined to Jewish communities, con­
cerned the Jews only, and did not affect the Gentiles. Had 
Peter, when he came to Antioch, chosen from the first to abstain 
from eating with the Gentiles on the ground that his relation 
to the Jewish Christians made it inexpedient, Paul would prob-
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ably have made no objection. But when Peter, having first 
associated freely with the Gentiles, afterwards under pressure 

from the men that came from James, drew back, carrying all 

the other Jewish Christians with him, and forcing the Gentile 

Christians to choose between subjection to the Jewish law and 

the disruption of their church, this conduct involved an inter­

ference with .the freedom of the Gentiles which was of most 
vital concern to Paul as the apostle of the Gentiles and de­

fender of their freedom. That he interpreted the creation of 

such a situation as a forcing of the Gentile Christians to judaise, 

ignoring the possibility of escape from this by creating a divi­

sion of the church, is itself of significance as showing how im­

portant to him was the maintenance of the unity of the church 

as against any division into Jewish and Gentile wings, and con­

firms the interpretation given above to P.1/ '1TOl<; • • • l~paµ,ov 

(v. 2), and of Elr; Tel Wvq (v. 9). 

To the men who came from James it might have seemed an entirely 
feasible course that the Gentiles should constitute a separate-from 
their point of view a second-rank-Christian body. Has not a similar 

thing sometimes happened for other reasons on a modern mission 
field? They might have justified their course in the matter on the 

ground that they were not dictating to the Gentile Christians what 

course they should pursue; it did not concern them which horn of the 

dilemma the Gentiles chose, whether they elected to observe the Jew­
ish law, or to constitute a separate body from the Jewish believers; 

they were concerning themselves only with the conduct of Jewish 

Christians. Even Peter might have assumed somewhat the same posi­

tion, maintaining that he was dealing only with the question of the 

obligation of the Jews in the matter of foods; for the action of the 
Gentiles the latter were themselves responsible. To Paul the matter 

did not appear thus. To a territorial division of the field he had 

indeed consented at Jerusalem; but the creation of a division between 

the Jewish and Gentile Christians in the Gentile territory was evidently 

to him intolerable and out of the question. 

Thus in the maintenance of the freedom of the Gentiles Paul 

was forced to take a position respecting the validity of the law 

for the Jews and concerning the unity of the Christian com­

munity in Gentile cities. The former at least was decidedly in 
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advance of the position taken at Jerusalem, though logically 
involved in it. The Jerusalem decision was essentially a com­
promise between contradictories, the validity of the law, and 
its non-validity. The practical decision that the Jewish Chris­
tians should continue to observe the law and the Gentiles be 
free from it left it undecided which of these principles should 
take precedence over the other when they should come into 
that conflict which was sooner or later inevitable. The visit of 
Peter to Antioch and the subsequent arrival of the men from 
James precipitated the conflict. The Jerusalem brethren prac­
tically took the position that the first half of the Jerusalem 
agreement must be kept at any cost-the Jewish Christian 
must keep the law whatever the effect in respect to the Gentile 
Christians. Paul, carrying to its logical issue the principle 
which underlay the position which he had taken at Jerusalem, 
maintained that the Gentile Christians must not be forced to 
keep the law, even if to avoid such forcing the Jews themselves 
had to abandon the law. In Antioch much more clearly than 
at Jerusalem the issue was made between legalism and anti­
legalism. It was incidental to the event at Antioch, but from 
the point of view from which Paul introduced the matter here, 
a matter of primary importance that on this occasion more 
decisively than ever before he declared his independence of 

Jerusalem and her apostles. 

The oldest and most trustworthy mss. are divided between oux 
and oux! before 'louaa,x~, the former being the reading of N• ACP 
31, 33, the latter that oH(•BD* and a few cursives. Db et •FGK•UL 
and most of the cursives read oux. WH., adopting oux with the margin: 
"oux MSS." apparently judge that oux is a primitive error and oux! 
a derivative from it. But the grounds of this decision are not easy to 
discover. In view of Acts 2 7 Rom. 311, oux! can not be judged to be 
impossible, and in view of its strong attestation is probably to be 
accepted as the original reading, of which oux is a corruption arising 
from the accidental omission of one 1, or from the substitution of the 
more familiar for the less familiar form. 

TI~ used as here in the sense of "how is it that," nearly equivalent 
to "why," expressing surprise or displeasure, is of not uncommon 
occurrence both in classical and biblical writers. See Hom. Il. IV 26; 

Aesch. Pers. 798; Soph. FJ,. 407; Mt. 2211 Jn. 41 Acts 2 1, etc. 
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'Avocri<.cxl;etc; is undoubtedly conative, referring not to an accomplished 
result, but to the intention or tendency of Peter's action. BMT n. 

'lou15octl;etv, "to follow the Jewish way of life"; i. e., to observe the 
Jewish law, occurs in the same sense in the Lxx of Esth. 817 : i<.cx\ 'ltOAAo\ 

-t6iY e6v6iv 1teptedµ.vov1:o ml !ouMtt;ov 15tix -toY ~6~oy -t6iY 'louacx(wv, in 

!gnat. M ag. 10•: &-to1t6v ea-ttY 'l11aoiiv Xpta-toY ).cx).e!Y i<.cx\ !ouao:tt;etv, 

and in Ev. Nie. 2; Plut. Cic. 7•. In the sense "to favour the Jews," it 

is found in Jos. Bell. 2. 463 (182). 

'lou15cx!oc; .u'ltcxpxwv, standing in opposition to e6vti<.6ic; t;jic;, is conces­

sive. The view of Ltft. that u1tcxpJChlY has reference to the original, 
natural state, being nearly equivalent to ~uaet 11lY, is but slenderly 

supported by evidence. Certainly this is not the invariable force of 

u1tcxpxw in N. T. CJ. chap. 1" Acts 2" 4", etc. 
The term e6Yti<.6ic; occurs here only in Bib. Gr.; elsewhere only in 

later writers; cJ. e6vti<.6c;, Mt. 5" 67 1817 3 Jn. 7• 'louacxlxwc; occurs 
here only in Bib .. Gr.; elsewhere in Jos. Bell. 6. 17 (1•); cJ. 'lou15cxlx6c;, 

Tit. 1" 2 Mac. 13"; Jos. Ant. 20. 258 (u 1). On the meaning of l;fic;, see 
note on t;(XI,), p. 134. 

GAL. 21•14 AND ACTS, CHAPS. 10, u, 15. 

The discussion of the bearing of the historical data furnished by 
this chapter on the interpretation and criticism of the narrative of 

Acts belongs rather to the interpretation of the latter book than to 
the present task. It may not be amiss, however, to point out certain 

results of the interpretation of Galatians which are of concern to the 

student of the life of Paul. 

1. A visit of Paul to Jerusalem between those of Gal. 1 1• and 21 is 
practically excluded by the evidence of the letter. CJ. pp. 67 J. 

2. The tense of µv11µoveuwµev (2 10) naturally suggests relief already ren- . 

dered (cf. p. 100), either on that occasion, or a former one, or both. 

If on a former occasion, this may not improbably have involved a visit 
to Jerusalem by Barnabas, not by Paul; but Paul may have co-oper­

ated in other ways. CJ. the discussion of the date of the letter on p. Iii. 
If the reference is to the visit of 2 1•1• only, the Acts narrative has 
apparently converted a single visit with two errands into two visits 

with different errands. 
3. The subject for the discussion of which Paul went to Jerusalem 

on the occasion recorded in 2 1 was specifically the necessity of circum­

cising Gentiles who believed in Christ and wished to join the Christian 

community. CJ. on vv.•••, pp. 69, 75 
4. The defenders of the freedom of the Gentiles were Paul and Bar­

nabas, Titus being present also as a representative of the Gentile ele­

ment in the church from which Paul and Barnabas came, presumably 

Antioch. 
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5. Paul presented the matter in Jerusalem both publicly, and pri­

vately before the eminent men of the church, James and Peter and 

John. CJ. on v. '· 
6. These latter at first, for the sake of certain extreme legalists who 

had recently come into the church, desired that Titus should be cir­

cumcised, but finally, convinced by Paul's presentation of his gospel, 

yielded and gave their cordial assent to the prosecution of the Gentile 

mission according to the convictions of Paul, reserving to themselves 

the work among the Jews. CJ. on vv. •· '· •. 

7. Of any discussion at Jerusalem of the question of the obligation 

of the Gentile Christians in respect to foods there is no intimation in 

Paul's ·narrative; and any decision restricting their liberty in this mat­

ter is decisively excluded by the statement that the only qualification 

of the entire and strict division of the field between himself and Peter, 

with implication that each was to follow his own conviction in his own 

field (since without this implied provision the question that was raised 

was still as much unsettled as ever), was that he and Barnabas should 

remember the poor of the Jewish Christian community. CJ. p. 99. 

8. Paul's account of the subsequent incident at Antioch also excludes 

the possibility of fellowship between Jews and Gentiles in the church 

having been agreed to at Jerusalem either on the basis of the Gentiles 

conforming to the Jewish law of foods or of the Jews disregarding their 

law. It is practic!illy certain, therefore, that the practice of Jewish 

and Gentile Christians eating together in disregard of the Jewish law 

arose at Antioch, independent of any decision at Jerusalem, and prob­

ably subsequent to the Jerusalem conference. CJ. on v. 12, p. 105. 

9. What the previous practice of the Gentile Christians at Antioch 

was is nowhere explicitly stated. It is highly improbable, however, 

that the silence of the Jerusalem conference with reference to food was 

due to the Gentiles having already adopted the Jewish law of food. 

Having refused to be circumcised, as the case of Titus shows they had, 

it is not likely that they conformed to the law in respect to food. But 

if not, the Jerusalem legalists, since they did not press the question oi 

food in the Jerusalem conference, were less insistent on conformity to 

the law in respect to this matter than in reference to circumcision, or 

in respect to the former matter were unable to gain from the pillar 

apostles the measure of support that they obtained in respect to the 

latter. In either case it is evident that the Jerusalem church did 

not in the early days insist upon the Gentile Christians practising a 

thoroughgoing and consistent legalism. 

10. The reference of Paul to the recent incoming of the extreme legal­

istic element into the Jerusalem church, and the evidence of 1" (q. v.) 

also indicate that the Jerusalem church was at first disposed to b~ 

hospitable towards the acceptance of Gentiles as Christians, and that 

the question was not an acute one until it became so through the in-
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coming of the legalistic element. When this occurred the Jerusalem 
apostles endeavoured to conciliate the legalists, but by conviction at 
first, and at length on the practical question also, sided with Paul so 
far as concerned the freedom of the Gentiles. CJ. pp. 77, 97. 

II. This being the case, though Paul does not specifically mention 
the coming of the legalists to Antioch, such a visit is the most prob­

able explanation of his coming to Jerusalem. 
12. The presence of these men in the private conference at Jerusalem 

is excluded by the very assertion that it was private, but there is noth­
ing in it either to prove or disprove their presence in the public con­
ference. 

13. The impossibility of identifying the event which Pa~l narrates 
in 21- 10 with the visit of Acts u•1-1• (cJ. 2 above), and the many simi­
larities between Paul's narrative in 2 1-10 and that of Acts 15 make it 

necessary to suppose that these latter both refer to the same event; 
while the differences between the two accounts (cJ. 7 and 8, above) 
compel the conclusion that the Acts narrative is inaccurate as to the 
result of the conference; it has perhaps introduced here an event that 
belongs somewhere else. From the argument of Gal. 1 1'-2" (cJ. 1 above) 
it also follows that Acts u•r-a• is inaccurate. 

14. From 8 and 10 it follows that before the events of Gal. 21-10 the 

apostles at Jerusalem might have looked with favour upon the con­
version of Gentiles to Christianity without the full acceptance of the 
Jewish statutes, and might have interpreted such an experience as that 
narrated of Peter in Acts, chap. 10, symbolically, as indicating that 
Gentiles to whom God gave his Spirit could not be rejected by them; 
yet that it is wholly improbable, not: to say impossible, that they 
should also have interpreted it as indicating the abolition of the Jew­
ish law of foods for themselves. CJ. Acts n•, and p. 105 above. 

g. Continuation and expansion of Paul's address at Antioch, 
so stated as to be for the Galatians also an exposition of the 
gospel which he preached (215-21). 

Having in the preceding verses, 11•14, narrated the incident of 
his controversy with Peter in Antioch, he passes in these to 
discuss the question on its merits, yet at first having still in 

mind the Antioch situation and mentally addressing Peter, if 
not quoting from what he said to him. When he leaves the 
Antioch situation behind, or whether he really does so at all, 
it is impossible to say. The argument is at first an appeal to 
the course which both he and Peter had followed in seeking 

justification in Christ, whereby they confessed the worthless-
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ness of works of law. He then raises and answers the objec­
tion to his position that since his premises had led him and 

Peter· to abandon and disregard. the statutes of the law, they 

had made Christ a minister of sin, denying the premise of this 

objection that violation of law is sin, and affirming, on the con­

trary, that one becomes a transgressor by insisting upon obedi­

. ence to the statutes of the law. This paradoxical statement he 

in turn sustains by the affirmation that he-speaking now 

emphatically of his own experience-through law died to law, 
i. e., by his experience under law was forced to abandon it, in 

order to live to God. The legitimacy of his anti-legalistic 

course he still further defends by maintaining that in his death 

to law he became a sharer in the death of Christ, and that in 

his new life Christ lives in him, his own impulses and will being 
displaced by those of the Christ, and his life being sustained 

by faith upon the Son of God who loved him and gave himself 

for him. Finally he denies that in so doing he is making of no 

account the grace of God manifest in giving the law, point­

ing out that the premise of this objection that God intended 

law as the means of justification makes the death of Christ 
needless, a thing which no believer in Christ would affirm or 

admit. 
16W e though Jews by nature and not sinners of Gentile origin, 

18yet knowing that a man is not justified by works of law, but only 

through faith in Christ Jesus, even we believed in Christ Jesus, 

that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of 

law, because by works of law "shall no flesh be justified." 17But 

if through seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were 

found to be sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? By no 

means. 18For if the things that I broke down, these I build up 

again, I show myself a transgressor. 19For I. Jhrough law died lo 

law that I might live to God. 20/ have been crucified with Christ, 

and it is no longer I that live, but Christ that liveth in me, and the 

life that I now live in the flesh, I live in faith, faith which is in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21/ do not 

make of no eJfect the grace of Go~; for if righteousness is through 

law, Christ died needlessly. 
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15. 'Hµe,~ cf,v<J'et 'Iovoafot ,cal OU/C e, lOvwv aµ,apTroAot, "We 

though Jews by nature and nofsinners of Gentile origin." The 
clause is concessive in relation to ,ea~ ',fJµe,~ ..• e1rwTevqaµev, 

etc., below: though possessing by virtue of birth all the advan­
tages of knowledge of law (cf. Rom. 31, 2), and hence of oppor­

tunity of obeying it and achieving righteousness through it (cf. 

Phil. 36
• 6), and not men born outside the law, and hence in the 

natural course of events possessing none of the advantages of it. 

On the use of ,p6aet, cf. Rom. 2" 11"·"· ,!~ a6v6w (note the omission of 
the article) is qualitative in force. The phrase is one of origin, exactly 

antithetical in thought, though not perfectly so in form to ,p6aet 'louocxrot. 

aµcxp't"wAo! is evidently used not in its strict sense denoting persons 

guilty of sin, not perfectly righteous (see detached note on '.Aµcxp't"!cx 

p. 436), but, as often in N. T., "persons (from the point of view of the 
speaker or from that which he for the moment adopts) pre-eminently 

sinful," "sinners above others," "habitual transgressors of law." So 
of the publicans and other Jews, who at least from the Pharisaic point 

of view were guilty of specific violation of the law, Lk. 7"· 37 151, •, etc., 
and of the Gentiles, like our word "heathen," Mk. 14" Lk. 247; cf. 

I Mac. 1": xcxl 1!611mv her !8voc; aµcxp't"wA6v, &vopcxc; 'ltcxpcxv61J,ouc;. Tob. 

13•: oetxvuw 't"TJY !a:x.~v Ml 't"TJY IJ.e")'cxAwauv11v cxu't"oO 1!6vet a[J.(Xp't"WAliiv. 

16. ELOOTe~ 0€ 5Tt OU Ot/Ca£OVTat avOpro1ro~ e, lp,yrov voµ,ov 

"yet knowing that a man is not justified by works of law." 

In antithesis to the preceding concessive phrase this is causal, 

giving the reason for the E7T"t<1'TEV<1'aµ,ev of the principal clause'. 

To be justified, oi,caiov<J'Oat, is to be accounted by God accept­

able to him, to be approved of God, accepted as being such as 
God desires man to be. In the word oi,caiow we have one of 

those great words of the Pauline vocabulary, a right under­

standing of which is of the highest importance for the interpre­

tation of this letter and of the Pauline theology. But an ade­

quate conception of its meaning can hardly be conveyed in a 

phrase; still less can the definition of it be justified in a sentence. 

For a fuller discussion intended to set the word in its true his­

toric light and to present the evidence which sustains the defi-
. nition thus reached, see the detached note on /l.{,cato<;, fl.i,caio­

<J'VVTJ, and ll.i,caioro, p. 460, in particular under VI, N. T. usage, 
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C. 2 (b), p. 473. Jv0ponroc; is used in its wholly indefinite 

sense, as equivalent to -rk. CJ. Rom. 328 1 Cor. 41 u 28
• 

We meet here for the first time in this letter the phrase eE 
ep"fWV vdµov, which in this letter and in the epistle to the Romans 

plays so important a part in the apostle's discussion of the 

basis of acceptance with God. Like 8u,a,ow, the phrase calls 

for an extended historical investigation, for which see detached 

note on Ndµoc;, p. 443. vdµov is here evidently used qualita­

tively, and in its legalistic sense, denoting divine law viewed as 

a purely legalistic system made up of statutes, on the basis of 

obedience or disobedience to which men are approved or con­

demned as a matter of debt without grace. This is divine law 
as the legalist defined it. In the apostle's thought it stands 

for a reality only in that it constitutes a single element of the 

divine law detached from all other elements and aspects of 

divine revelation; by such detachment it misrepresents the will 
of God and his real attitude towards men. By eP"fa vdµov Paul 

means deeds of obedience to formal statutes done in the legal­

istic spirit, with the expectation of thereby meriting and secur­

ing divine approval and award, such obedience, in other words, 
as the legalists rendered to the law of the 0. T. as expanded 
and interpreted by them. Though vdµoc; in this sense had no 

existence as representing the basis of justification in the divine 
government, yet eprya vdµov had a very real existence in the 

thought and practice of men who conceived of the divine law 

after this fashion. The preposition eE properly denotes source, 

in this case the source of justification. Since, however, justifi­

cation is an act of God, while eprya vdµov are deeds of men, the 

preposition in effect marks its object as a conditioning cause, 

whose inadequacy for the justification of men the apostle says 

he and Peter already knew. The translation of this phrase 

here and constantly in RV. by "the works of the law," retained 

also in ARV., and in general the ignoring of the qualitative 
· use of vdµoc; and other like terms, is a serious defect of these 

translations. CJ. Slaten, Qualitative Nouns in the Pauline 

Ep-istles, pp. 39 f. 
eav µ;, 8,a 'TT'UT'T'Ew<; XptcT'T'OV 'J,71uov, "but only through faith 
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in Christ Jesus." N:w µ,~ is properly exceptive, not adversative 
(cf. on 1 19), but it may introduce an exception to the preceding 

statement taken as a whole or to the principal part of it-in 

thi 
, ,:. ,. ,, 0 •t ,, ' , s case to ov ou,aiovTat, av pCIYTT'ot; Es Ep70,v voµ,ov or to ov 

ou,a,oina, av0pCIYTT'Ot; alone. The latter alternative is clearly 

to be chosen here, since the former would yield the thought 

that a man can be justified by works of law if this be accom­

panied by faith, a thought never expressed by the apostle and 
wholly at variance with his doctrine as unambiguously expressed 

in several passages. See, e. g., the latter part of this verse and 

310
-
14

, where faith and works of law are set in sharp antithesis 
with one another. But since the word "except" in English is 

always understood to introduce an exception to the whole of 

what precedes, it is necessary to resort to the paraphrastic 
translation "but only." 

In 7duTir;, as in ou,auJo, and vJµ,or;, we have a word of central 

importance in the vocabulary of Paul. It signifies an accept­
ance of that which accredits itself as true, and a corresponding 

trust in a person which dominates the life and conduct. Its 

personal object is God, or especially Christ as the revelation 

of God. For fuller discussion, see detached note on Iltunr; and 

IliuTEvo,, p. 475, esp. V B. II 2 (e), p. 482. The following 
clause by its relation to the present clause evidently defines 

both the specific nature of the faith here referred to and the 

relation of Christ Jesus to it. XpiuTov 'I11uov is therefore to 

be taken as an objective genitive, expressing substantially the 
same relation to 1r(u7ir; which is expressed after the verb by 
Ek XpiuTOV 'I11uovv. 

On the view of Haussleiter, Der Glaube Jesu Christi u. der christliche 

Glaube, Leipzig, 1891, that the genitive in such cases is subjective, the 
phrase denoting the faith which Christ exercised, see the brief note in 

S. and H. on Rom. 3"• The evidence that 'ltta-rtc; like e).'lt!,; and (i1a:'IC'I) 
may take an objective genitive is too clear to be questioned (cf. Mk. 

n" Acts 311 Col. 2 12 2 Thes. 2 13). This once established, the context in 
the present case (see esp. the phrase e!,; Xpta'l"oY 'll)aoiiv e11:1a'l"euaa1J,ev) is 

decisive for its acceptance here; and the meaning here in turn practi­
cally decides the meaning of the phrase throughout this epistle. See 
~IO 311. 
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The preposition lit&, properly denoting channel and then means, here 

marks its object as the means through which one secures justification, 

and so, in effect, the conditioning cause, that in man by virtue of which 

he is justified by God. To draw any sharp distinction between et& 

as here used and h in e~ ~pywv v6µou above or in ex. 'JC(a-rew,; below is 

unjustifiable refinement, not legitimate exegesis. 

After otd: 'JC(a,;ew,; ~CDFGKLP al. pler. It. Vg. al. read 'hiaoii Xpwcoii. 

Xpta,;oil 'IYJaoii, on the other hand, is the reading of AB 33, some mss. 

of Vg. Victorin. Aug. An examination of all the occurrences of the 

title Xpta't6,;, 'IYJaoil,; Xpta't6,;, or Xpt<no,; 'IYJaoO,; in this epistle indi­

cates a preference of the scribes for the form Xp. or Xp. 'lYJa. after iv, but 

elsewhere for 'IYJa. Xp. rather than Xp. 'IYJcr.; thus in 1 1, 11 3'•" 614, 11 'IY)cr. 

Xp• occurs (not after ev) without variant or with unimportant variation. 

In 1" 2•• 17 3"• " s• ev Xptcr't,j> or ev Xptcr't,j> 'IYJcroO occurs without im­

portant variation. CJ. also 615, where ev Xptcr't,j> 'IYJcrOO is doubtless an 

addition to the original text, but attested by a large number of authori­

ties without variation in the form of the name. In 3", where the cor­

rect text is undoubtedly 'IYJaoO Xpt<noii, L reads sv Xptcr't,j> 'IYJcroO. On 

the other hand, there are exceptions: in the present passage, 2 11•, after 

lltd: 7:(a,;ew,; there is, as shown above, good authority for both Xptcr'tou 

'IYJcroO and 'IYJcroO Xpta'tou; in 2 16h, after Et,; most authorities read 'IYJaoilv 

Xpta,;6v, but B 322,429, Syr. (psh. hard.) Boh. Aeth., etc., read Xpt<nov 

'IYJcroOv, which Tdf. adopts and WH. prefer; in S" 'toil XPtO'toil 'IY)aoil is 

doubtless the original reading, but many authorities omit 'IYJaoil; 

in 3" authorities are divided between ev Xpt<n,j> 'IY)aoii and ev 'IYJaoil 

Xpta't,j>. Only in ~4" has Xp, IYJ• not after ev been allowed to stand 

without variation; in 612 only B 31 are cited for Xpta'toii 'IYJcroil, all 

others reading ..:oii Xpt<noii. The evidence of the other Pauline epistles 

points in the same direction. ev Xpta't,j> and ev Xpta't,j> 'IYJaoil occur 

often, with frequent variations in the mss. between the two forms, but 

in no Greek ms. of these epistles has the form ev 'IY)aoii Xpta't,j> been 

noted. In 2 Thes. 11 occurs the form ev •.. )(.Upl<p 'IYJcroO Xptcr't,j>. Some 

~uthorities omit )(.Upt<p and transpose to Xptcr't,j> 'IYJcroii. In Phil. 3" to 

ev Xptcr't,j> 'IY)aoii some Western authorities add )(.Up(<p after ev and then 

transpose to 'IY)croii Xptcr't,j>. See also Rom. 14" Phil. 2" where numer­

ous authorities convert ev )(.UPt<t> 'IYJcroii, into ,!v Xptcr't,j> 'IYJaoO. In other 

words, while this evidence shows that it was the apostle's usual habit 

to write Xpt<n<ji or Xpt<n<ji 'IYJaoO after eY and to prefer the form 'IY)a• 

Xp• rather than Xp- 'IYJcr. in other positions, yet it also shows (a) that 

he allowed himself a certain liberty in the matter, and (b) that the 

tendency of the scribes was (as was natural) to conform his text to his 

usual habit. The evidence therefore tends to confirm the general esti­

mate of the testimony of AB and points to the conclusion that in such 

cases as the present passage (2 1uu<1b) 3" (q. v.) S", it is the apostle 
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who has departed from his usual habit; most of the scribes have con­
formed the text to it. 

/Cat ~µ,e'ir:; elr:; XptcT'TOV 'l110-ovv E'TT'tO"'TEVO"aµ,ev, Tva ouca(,(J)0wµ,ev 

EiC 1rtO"'TE(J)<; XptO"'TOV /Cat OV/C E~ epryrov v&µov, "even we be­

lieved in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in 

Christ and not by works of law." On the significance of the 

individual words, the quaµtative force of the anarthrous nouns 

and the force of the genitive after 1do-Tewr:;, see comment on 

the former part of the verse. 1Cat, throwing its emphasis on 

~µ,e'ir:;, itself emphatic by the very fact of being expressed, es­

pecially after having already been expressed at the beginning 
of the sentence, serves to recall ~µ,e'ir:; cpvo-ei 'lovoaio, of v. 16• 

e1rwTevuaµ,ev de:; expresses in its fullest and most definite form 

the act of Christian faith, the committal of one's self to Christ 
on the basis of the acceptance of the message concerning him. 

See the detached note on Ilto-nr:; and ITwTevw, pp. 475-485, 

esp. V A. 2, p. 480. 

The emphasis of Yvoc ••• v6t1.ou, which expresses the purpose of 

e'ltta'teuaoctJ.ev, is evidently upon the verb, not upon its limitations; the 

latter ,i,._ 'lt!a<tewc;, etc., are in effect a re-assertion of the condition on 
which alone justification is possible. .For a somewhat similar instance 

of emphasis upon one element of a clause, see Rom. 617• ,i,._ 'ltlanwc; 

differs from otd: 'lt!a<tewc; in the former clause rather in the form than 
in the substance of the thought expressed, 01& denoting the means by 

which, ,i,._ that in consequence of which, one is justified. CJ. Th .. ex 
II 6, and for examples indicating the practical equivalence of the two 

expressions, see (for 01&) chap. 321 Rom. 3"• " Eph. 21 312• 
11

; (for t'1.) 

chap. 31
• •· • Rom. 1 11 320 418 51 9"• "; and especially Rom. 31

•, where, 
as here, the two prepositions occur in adjacent clauses. 

On the reasons for preferring the reading, e!c; Xpta'tlW 'l1Jaoiiv, see 

on Xpta'tou 'hiaou above. 

g'T, E~ epry'-"V v&µ,ov "ov ou,auJJ0110-e'Ta£ 'Tf'Q.O"a udpf." "because 

by works of law shall no flesh be justified." This clause, added 

at the end of a verse which has already. twice expressed in effect 

the same thought, is evidently intended to confirm what has 

been said by the authority of scripture. The words ov ou,ai,­

,.,,e~uew, 'TT'a.o-a udpf are from Ps. r432, following substantially 
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the Lxx (which itself renders the Hebrew exactly) except that 
evr1nrwv uov, "before thee," is omitted and 7ro,ua udpf substi­

tuted for 7ro,i; t;;,v of the Lxx. The word udpf, here used by 

metonymy for a materially conditioned being, is practically 
equivalent to av0pw7ro<;. See detached note on IlvEiJµa and 

"2:dpf, p. 486, esp. p. 492. The words ef lprywv v&µov, which 

are essential to the apostle's purpose, are not in the psalm. 

There is, however, a basis for them in the preceding line, "Enter 
not into judgment with thy servant," which gives to the words 

that Paul has quoted the sense, "no man can be justified if 

judged on a basis of merit, all grace and mercy on God's part 

being excluded." The words added are therefore a correct 

interpretative gloss. Indeed, the teaching of the apostle on 

this point is a re-exposition in clearer form of a doctrine already 
taught by the Hebrew prophets. 

17. el oe l;11TovvTe<; OL!ca,w0fjva, ev Xpto-T<p "But if through 

seeking to be justified in Christ." The most frequent use 
of this oft-recurring Pauline phrase ev Xpto-T<p is that by 

which, representing Christ as the sphere within which the 

Christian lives, it expresses the intimate fellowship of the be­

liever with Christ. See Th. ev, I 6 b. CJ. Frame on 1 Thes. 11 

and literature there referred to, esp. Deissmann, Die neutesta­

menaiche Formel "In Christo Jesu." But this can be adopted 

here only by assuming that by an ellipsis of some such words as 
Ota TO elvaL the phrase ev XptO"T<p really stands for "by virtue of 

being in Christ." For this reason and because ev with OL1ca,dw 

usually has its causal and basal sense (see Th. ev I 6 c) it is 

best to give it the latter force here. CJ. for this use of ev 

311 : ev v&µrp ovoek OL/CaLOV'T'aL. Rom. 324, o,a Tfjt; ll7T'OAVTprf>­

O"EW<; T'ljt; ev XptO"T<p '1110-ov. Rom. 59, ou,aiw0eVTe<; vvv ev Tfj, 

a'tµaTL aVTOV. Acts 1339 : Q,7T'() 7T'Q,V'f'(l)V @v OV/C 7JOvv101JTE ev 

v&µrp Mwvue(I)<; 0LJCatw0'1jvat ev 'T'OVT<p 7ro,<; o 7T'LO"'T'EVWV Ot!Cat­

OVTaL. Thus interpreted the expression ev Xpto-Tfj, is in a sense 
the complement of o,a 7r{O"TE(I)<; or EiC 7r{O"TEO,C, of the preceding 

v., the former expressing that on which justification rests, that 

which renders it possible, the latter the subjective conditioning 

cause. 



II, 16-17 125 

evpe011µ,ev tca£ aVTO£ aµ,apTro'A.o(, "we ourselves also were 

found to be sinners." The emphatic pronoun avTo(, indicating 

that the apostle has definite persons or a definite class in mind, 

is most naturally understood to refer to Paul and Peter, and 

indicates that Paul is still maintaining the point of view of his 
address to Peter. The addition of ,ca( in connection with avTo( 

and aµ,apTro'A.o( carries the thought back to the expression outc 

€~ e0vrov aµ,apTro'A.o( in v. 15 and indicates that aµ,apTro"'A.ot is to 

be taken here in the sense suggested by that verse, "men out­

side of the law," "violators of the law," having reference to 

the disregard of the statutes of the law, especially those con­

cerning clean and unclean meats, which statutes Paul, and for 

a time Peter also, had violated, and which Paul maintained 

ought not under the circumstances existing at Antioch to be 

kept. That they had become sinners by seeking to be justified 

in Christ, Paul would admit in the sense that they had become 
violators of law, but deny what the judaisers would affirm, 

that this was equivalent to saying that they had become actual 

sinners, wrongdoers, violators of God's will. The supposed 
case, S1JTOVVT~ .•• aµ,apTro'A.ot, Paul probably takes from the 

mouth of an actual or supposed objector, and accepts it as a 

correct statement of the situation in a sense of the words which 

he recognises as current. For confirmation of this interpreta­
tion, see on µ,~ ,yevotTo below. 

The passive force of eupe61J1uv "were discovered" [by some one] can 

not be pressed. Not only is it true in general that many passives have 

in later Greek a middle or intransitive force (Butt. p; 52), so that 
£upe6l)µ.ev might easily mean, "we found ourselves," but it is clear 
from N. T. examples that eupe61Jv in particular had the sense "prove 

to be," "turn out to be," almost "to become," without special thought 

of the discovery of the fact. See 1 Cor. 42 2 Cor. s• Acts S", etc. Yet 
it is also possible that the apostle has in mind, and is in a measure 

quoting here the language of his opponents, who, referring to his viola­

tion of the statutes of the law, would put their charge in the form: "You 
who profess to be seeking to be justified in Christ are found sinners." 

CJ. Rom. 710 I Cor. 1515 2 Cor. n•• 1 Pet. 1 7• 

apa XptuTo<; aµ,apT(a<; oidtcovo<;; "is Christ therefore a min­

ister of sin?" The sentence is to be taken as a question rather 
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than an assertion because of the followingµ~ ryevo,-ro, which in 

Paul regularly follows a rhetorical question.* aµap-rta~ o,d1eovw 

is not aµap-rta~ oouXo~, "one who is in bondage to sin" (cj. 

Jn. 834), but "one who ministers to sin," one who furthers the 

interests of sin, promotes, encourages it. CJ. Rom. r5 8 2 Cor. 
3e u 16• Whatever the meaning of aµap-r@Xo( above (on this, 

as will appear below, interpreters disagree), the noun aµap-rta 

is doubtless to be taken here in its proper sense, "conduct 

which is not in accordance with true righteousness." The 

noun aµap-r(a is apparently never used in the formal sense, 

violation of law, in N. T., and though in view of the use of 

aµap-r@7vk the possibility of it could not be denied, yet the 

absence of any example of it is against it and the nature of the 

argument here even more decisively so. The conclusion which 
Paul by µ~ ryevoi-ro emphatically rejects manifestly pertains 

not to sin in any formal or Pharisaic sense, but to veritable 

guilty wrong-doing. The whole speciousness of the objection 

which Paul is answering turns on the seeming identity, the real 
diversity, of the conceptions of sin implied in aµa-rroXot and 

aµap-r(a~ respectively. See detached note on 'Aµaprta, p. 436. 
µr, ryevo,-ro· "by no means," lit. "let it not be." This phrase 

used in N. T. almost exclusively by Paul (elsewhere in Lk. 

2016 only) is uniformly employed by him to repel as abhorrent 

to him a suggested thought. When standing alone (it is other­

wise only in 614) it invariably follows a rhetorical question and 

rejects the suggested thought as one which the previous prem­

ises, themselves accepted as true, do not justify; and usually 

(r Cor. 615 and possibly Rom. u 1 are the only exceptions), 

a conclusion which may be speciously but falsely deduced 

from his own previous statements. See chap. 321 Rom. 3C, e 62, 15 

77• 13 914 u 11• These facts concerning Paul's usage of this phrase 

• Whether we are to read ii.po. or o.po. there seems to be no decisive reason to determine; 
the sentence being a question and that question being whether a certain inference follows 

from a supposed situation, ii.pa., which is an interrogative particle, leaves the illative element 
unexpressed, while apo., an illative particle, leaves the interrogation unexpressed. But o.po. 
being frequent in Paul, whereas there is no clear instance of ii.po. in his writings, the pre­

sumption is perhaps slightly in favour of the former. The difference of meaning is not great. 

Of the hesitation or bewilderment which lexicographers say is s~ted by ii.pa., there is no 
trace here. 
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are important. They not only show that the preceding words 
must, as stated above, be taken as a question, but make it 
practically certain that what µrJ ,yevoiTo denies is not the sup­
position EL ••. aµ,apT<iJM{ and with it the conclusion based 

upon it, but the validity of the deduction of the conclusion 

from the premises. The apostle accepts the premises; denies 

that the conclusion follows. In other words, he admits that they 

became sinners, violators of law, by seeking to be justified in 

Christ, but denies that from this fact one can legitimately draw 
the conclusion which his opponents allege to follow, and by 

which they seek to discredit his position, viz., that Christ is 
therefore a minister of sin. 

Of this sentence as a whole there have been very many interpreta­
tions. It will be sufficient here to direct attention to a few. The dif­
ferences between them may be most easily made clear by setting down 

the three propositions which are involved in the verse: (1) We are seek­
ing to be justified in Christ. (2) We were found sinners. (3) Christ 
is a minister of sin. Proposition (1) Paul undoubtedly accepts; prop­
osition (3) he undoubtedly denies. All interpretations agree that "sin" 

is used in proposition (3) in its strict and proper Pauline sense, verita­
ble wrong-doing. The differences of interpretation turn mainli upon 

two questions: What'.is the sense of the word" sinners," d:µocp-r<o>Ao!, in 
prop. (2)? Is (2) admitted or denied? 

According to the view of many commentators, both ancient and 
modem,* &µocp-rw).o! is used in a sense corresponding to that of &µocp-r!oc,; 

in the next clause, "sinners" in the proper sense of the word, and !J.TJ 

rlvot-ro denies both (2) and (3); it is tacitly assumed that they stand or 
fall together, as must indeed be the case if &µocp'tlllAO! and &µocp-r!oc,; corre­

spond in meaning. This interpretation takes on two slightly different 
forms, according as e! . • • !ltcS:xovo,; is supposed to be an affirmation 
of an objector quoted by Paul, or a question put by Paul himself. In 

the former case the objector, a legalist Jewish Christian, tacitly assum­
ing that violation of law is sin, reasons that by their abandonment of 

law in their effort to obtain justification in Christ the Jewish Christians 
have themselves become sinners and thus have made Christ a minis­

ter of sin, from the objector's point of view a reductio ad absurdum 

which discredits the whole Pauline position. To this Paul replies deny-

• Sief. cites as holding substantially this view, but with various modifications: Chrys. 
Thdrt. Oecum. Thphyl. Erasm. Luth. Cast. Calv. Cal. Est. Wolf. Wetst. Semi. Kappe, Borg. 

FI. Win. Ust. Matth. Schott. B-Cr. de W. Hilg. Ew. Mey. Pfieid. Wetzel, Ws. This 
ill allo the view Qf EU. 
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ing that (by violating law) they have been found sinners, and denying 
therefore that there is any ground for affirming that they have made 
Christ a minister of sin. If on the other hand the sentence is a question, 
Paul himself asks whether in seeking to be justified in Christ (without 
law) they have become veritable sinners, and thus made Christ a 
minister of sin, and as before by µ-IJ yevoti;o denies that they have (by 
abandoning law) become sinners, and hence that there is any ground 
for saying that they have made Christ a minister of sin. In either 
case Paul uses cltµapi;w)..0£ in the sense of real sinners, admits that 
premise and conclusion go together, and denying (on the unstated 
ground that abandonment of law is not sin) that they are found sin­
ners, with it denies the conclusion. It is an objection to this interpre­
tation in all of its forms that it disregards both the obvious force of 
µ-IJ ;evot-ro in relation to the preceding sentence and the apostle's 
regular usage of it. As Zahn well points out, the question which µ-IJ 

yevot-ro answers (that it is a question, see above on µ-IJ yevoti;o) is by 
its very terms not an inquiry whether the premises are true, but whether 
the alleged conclusion follows from the premise. The placing of 
eupe6l)µev in the conditional clause along with the unquestionably 
admitted ~lJ't"ouv,;e<;, etc., implies that it is only Xpu1-ro<; cltµap,;la,; 

!lt&:K.OYO<; that is called in question. If eupe6l)µeY , •• ot[J.IXp't"WAO! 

were also disputed the sentence ought to have been as follows: "Seek­
ing to be justified in Christ, were we ourselves also found to be sinners, 
and is Christ accordingly a minister of sin?" This coqclusion as to the 
meaning of the sentence is still further confirmed by the fact that by 
µ-IJ ;evoti;o, as stated above, Paul regularly negatives a false conclu­
sion from premises which he accepts. 

Of the interpretations which, giving the necessary weight to the 
usage of µ-IJ ;evoti;o, find in it a denial not of prop. (2) and a consequent 
denial of (3), but of the legitimacy of the deduction of the conclusion 
(prop. 3) from the premise (2) the correctness of which is thereby im­
plied, the following types may be mentioned: 

Wies., et al., understand cxµapi;w)..o! as meaning sinners in the strict 
sense, and make eupe6l)µev ••• cxµap,;w)..0£ refer to the sins which 
even the justified is found to commit. This view manifestly involves 
an idea remote from the context, and is generally regarded as incor­
rect by modem interpreters. 

Several modem interpreters take cxµap,;w)..0£ in the sense suggested 
by cltµap-rw)..0£ in v. ••, sinners in that like the Gentiles they are out­
side of law, find in eupe6-ljµev ••• cltµapi;w)..0£, a consequence which 
Paul admits follows logically from the attempt to be justified in Christ, 
and in Xptai;o<; cltµap,;£a<; !ltl);l(.ovo<; an inference, the legitimacy of 
which Paul denies in µ-lj ;i!voti;o. Thus it may be supposed that Paul 
has in mind an objector who alleges that, inasmuch as the apostle's 
own reasoning is to the effect that to make faith in Christ the basis of 
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justification involves for the Jew putting himself on the plane of the 
Gentile, therefore he makes Christ the minister of sin; to which Paul, 
in reply, admits that this is his reasoning so far as the relation' of 
the believer to law is concerned, but denies that the conclusion that 
Christ is the minister of sin legitimately follows. So clearly Ltft., who 
states his view thus: "Seeing that in order to be justified in Christ it 
was necessary to abandon our old ground of legal righteousness and to 
become sinners (i. e., to put ourselves in the position of heathen), may 
it not be argued that Christ is thus made a minister of sin?" So also 
substantially Zahn, who definitely maintains that the being found sin­
ners took place in the very fact of conversion, and that ~1J'tOUY'te,; ••• 

Xpta'tlj, is practically equivalent to 'lttan6ov'tei;; and Sief., who para­

phrases thus: "In that we Christians, however, on our part sought to 

be justified not by works of the law but in Christ only, it is proved 
that we, just like ,the heathen, are sinners; this, in fact, follows from 
what was just said (v. 16). This being the case is not Christ, then, 
with whom confessed sinners can, repudiating the righteousness based 
on works of law, seek justification, a promoter of sin?" In favour of 
this general inte1pretation it is to be said that it recognises the sig­
nificance of tl-TJ ytvot't'o and of the structure of the sentence, takes 
ciµtxp't'lllAol in a sense suggested by ittzl tzu't'o!, explains the introduction 
of 'lttxptx~&'t'1J<; below, which is brought in when Paul leaves behind the 
ambiguity of d:µtxp't'lllAo!, and does not make the argument tum on 
remote and unsuggested premises. It may be doubted, however, 
whether it does not err in that it goes too far afield for its explanation 
of the word d:µtxp't'lllAol, detaches the argument too much from the 
situation at Antioch as depicted in vv. 11-1•, and finds the occasion for 
the apostle's question in a supposed logical inference from the doctrine 
of justification in itself rather than in the actual and recent conduct 
of Peter and Paul. Whether these words were actually uttered in 
substance at Antioch or not, the Antioch incident furnishes their 
background. It is probable, therefore, that the question there at issue 
is still in mind, and that in eupt81JtJ-eY l!.Gtl tzu'tol ciµtxp'tlllAo! he refers 
to himself and Peter, or possibly to the Jewish Christians who had 
associated themselves with his movement, and describes them as be­
coming, or as being discovered to be, violators of the Jewish law. The 
sentence thus takes on a definite and concrete meaning appropriate 

to the context. 
But this interpretation again assumes two forms, according as one 

supposes Paul to be replying to an objection, or himself presenting to 

Peter's mind an inference from his recent conduct in ceasing to 
eat with the Gentile Christians. In the former case the sentence 
means: "If, then, our seeking to be justified in Christ issued in our 
becoming like the Gentiles, violators of law as was the case at Antioch, 
and in that sense sinners, does it follow, as my critics allege, that 
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Christ becomes a minister of sin?" In the latter case it means: "You 
will admit, Peter, that it was while seeking to be justified in Christ 

that we were led to become violators of law at Antioch; are you will­
ing, then, to admit that Christ is a minister of sin, as would follow 

from what was implied in your conduct in refusing to eat with the 
Gentiles, viz.: that not to obey the statutes of the law is sin?" Either 

of these interpretations is possible. They are alike in that they con­

nect the thought with the Antioch event and that, recognising the usage 

of 11-TJ 1evot'to, they make the sentence a question and 11-TJ ,svot'to a 
denial of the conclusion, not of the expressed premise, and base the 
denial on the rejection of the suppressed premise that violation of the 

statutes of law is (real) sin. But it is in favour of the form which finds 
in them an answer to an objection that ebpe8,iµev is more suggestive 

of the attitude of a critic than of an original statement of Paul (see 

above on ebpe8-), and especially that 11-TJ 1evot'l'O is more naturally 

understood as repudiatll1g the conclusion and false reasoning of an 
objector, than as a comment of the apostle on his own argument 

addressed to Peter. . To combine the two inte~pretations, as Bous. 
apparently attempts to do, is impossible, because in the one case it is 

the critic of Paul's position who is supposed to allege that Paul's view 
makes Christ a minister of sin, and in the other case it is Paul who 

points out to Peter that his recent conduct issues in this impossible 
conclusion. 

18. EL rya,p a ,ca-re"ll.v<Ta TaV'Ta 'Tt'dMv ol,co8oµw, 7rapa/3d-rrJV 

Jµav-rov <TVVL<T-rdvw, "for if the things that I broke down, these 

I build up again, I show myself a transgressor." By this state­
ment the apostle sustains his µ~ "fEVO£TO, in which he denied the 

validity of the argument that by becoming a violator of law 

he had made Christ a minister of sin, the suppressed premise of 

which was that violation of law was sin. By a ,ca-re?..v<Ta is 

obviously meant the statutes of .the law which Paul had by his 

conduct declared to be invalid. The reasoning of this sentence 

is of the type e contrario. So far from its being the case that I 

commit sin by violating statutes of the law, it is, on the con­

trary, the fact that if I build up again those commands of the 

law which I broke down, I show myself therein a transgressor. 

This was precisely what Peter had done by his vacillating con­

duct; but Paul instead of saying either "thou" or "we," tact­

fully applies the statement to himself. That he uses the form 

of conditional sentence expressive of simple supposition, not 
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that .of condition contrary to fact, is probably due to his really 

having in mind Peter's conduct in building up the wall he had 

before broken down. The statement that not by disobeying 

but by obeying the statutes of the law he becomes a transgres­

sor is, of course, obviously paradoxical and itself requires proof; 

this is furnished in v. 19• 

On ')(.IX't"OCAuw and o!:Koooµ.li> in their literal sense, cf. Mk. 15", o 
:Koc'tocAuwv 'tov vocov :Kocl o[:Kooo!,Lli>v. But as applied to a law or the like, 

"-OC'tocAuw means "to deprive of force," "to abrogate" (cf. Mt, 517 : !J.TJ 

voµ.laTJ'tE cln TJA8ov ')(.OC'tOCAiiaoct 'tov v6µ.ov !I 'touc; 1tpOcpl)'t0tc;), and o[:Koooµ.li> 

as the antithesis of ')(.OC'tocAUw in this sense means to "give force to," 

"to render or declare valid." 

The word 1toc~c; is doubtless chosen instead of d:µ.ocp'twA6c; in 
order to get rid of the ambiguity of this latter term, which lay at the 

basis of the opponent's fallacious reasoning. The 'ltlltpOC~IX'tTJ<; is a vio­

lator of the law, not of the statutes, but of its real intent. To have 
added 'tOii v6µ.ou would have been correct, but confusing as introducing 
a sense of v6µ.oc; quite contrary to that in which it occurs throughout 

the context. The apostle might naturally have precisely reversed this 

usage, employing 1tocpoc~6c-r7Jc; for the technical violator of the statute, 
and d:µ.ocp'twA6c; for the real sinner, the man who was not acting accord­

ing to God's will, and had he been quite free in the matter it is not im­

probable that he would have done so. But the usage of his opponents, 

who employed <Z!J.Otp'twA6c; rather than 1tcipoc~<X-rTJ<; for the Gentiles and 
those who like them did not observe the requirements of the law, com­

pelled him to use this as the ambiguous term, and to resort to 1tocpoc­

~6c-r7Jc; when he wished a strictly moral and unambiguous term. It is 
noticeable, however, that in the only other passage in which he uses · 

the latter word (Rom. 2"• 21), it has substantially the same sense as 

here, designating not one who disregards the letter of the law, but one 
who is disobedient to its essential ethical spirit, and the passage gains 

in point and force by applying this forceful term to one who, obe­
dient to the statutes, misses the real meaning of the law. 

The verb auvta't&vw, late form of auv!a-r7Jµ.t, lit. "to set together," 

is in N. T. employed in its active tenses with the meanings "to prove," 

and "to commend," in the former case usually to prove by one's 

action, to exhibit in one's conduct. Thus in Rom. 5•: cruv!cr'tTJatY oe: 

"rTJV EllCU'tOU cl:y<X'ltTJV etc; Tj!,Lac; o 8eoc; !l'tt l'tt d:µ.ocp-rwAwv OY"r(!)Y iJµ.wY 

Xpta-roc; u1te:p TJIJ.WY cl:'ltl8ocvev. See also 2 Cor. 6•· 11• There is there­

fore nothing in the force ot the verb that requires the interpretation, 

"I prove that I was (in that former breaking down) a transgressor," or 

that opposes the interpretation, "I show myself therein (i. e., in the 
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present building up) a transgressor." There are indications that the 

verb sometimes meant "to establish" (see Num. 27 .. 2 Mac. 1411 3 Mac .. 
1n 2", though in no case with· two accusatives); but this usage does 

not occur in N. T., and though appropriate to the present passage is 

not demanded by it. 
On the paradox involved in the statement of this verse, see Rom. 311, 

where the apostle maintains, and in chap. 4 endeavours to prove, that 
the principle of faith, rejecting law, is not hostile to law but conso­

nant with it; Rom. 81-•, where he declares in effect that the law is done 

away that the requiiements of the law may be fulfilled; and Gal. 

chap. 5, where having in v.• insisted upon freedom from the law, he 

nevertheless in v ." distinctly implies the necessity of fulfilling the 

law. 

19. Jryro "/ap 8ia vdµ,ov vdµp a:rreOavov, "for I through law 

died to law." The use of the first person, which in the preced­

ing verse was unemphatic because Paul was speaking of what 

would be equally true of any Christian, e. g., of Peter, and 

applied to himself only hypothetically, becomes now emphatic. 

Note the expressed €"/°', which together with the use of direct 

assertion indicates that the apostle is now speaking of his own 

personal experience. In the usage of Paul, "to die to" a thing 

is to cease to have any relation to it, so that it has no further 

claim upon or control over one. See Rom. 62, 10, 11 76• That 

to which Paul here refers in vdµov and vdµp is evidently law in 

some sense in which it has played a part in the preceding dis­

cussion, and most obviously divine law as a legalistic system, 

a.body of statutes legalistically interpreted (see detached note 

on Ndµo~, pp. 443-460, esp. V 2 (c), p. 457). Paul would cer­

tainly not say that he had died to .law conceived of as consist­

ing in the ethical principle of love (V 2 (d)), nor to law conceived 

of in the broad inclusive sense of the word (V 2 (b)). Law as a 

concrete historic fact without reference to the distinction be­

tween the legalistic and ethical interpretation would be a suit­

able meaning of 8,a vdµ,ov, but could apply to vdµtp only if we 

suppose that Paul thinks of dying to it not in every respect, 

but as respects subjection to its statutes. On the other hand, 

the legalistic meaning meets all tlie conditions of this verse 

and the context. It was on the basis of law in this sense that 
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it was demanded that the Gentiles should be circumcised, and 

the Jewish Christians continue to obey the law of foods. It 
was this to which Paul refers in v. 1s in the phrase e~ eprywv voµov. 

It was under this that he had lived in his Pharisaic days, and 

under which he had ceased to live (died to it), and to this he 

may well have referred as that through which he had been 
led to take this step. 

How the necessity of abandoning law was made evident to 

him by law, Paul does not here state. But there is no more 

probable explanation of his language here than that he has in 

mind the experience under the law to the result of which he 

refers in v. 16 and which he describes at length in Rom., chap. 7. 
There he tells how the law-by o voµo,; he doubtless means the 

Mosaic law in its legalistic interpretation-had by his ex­

perience under it taught him his own inability to meet its 

spiritual requirements and its own inability to make him 
righteous, and thus led him finally to abandon it and to seek 

salvation in Christ. CJ. also Phil. 35- 9• 

The sentence does indeed become somewhat more forcible, especially 
as more directly suggesting that he has divine authority for his repudia­

tion of law, if v6[.Loc; be supposed to refer to divine law in a general sense 
( qualitatively considered, as is shown by the omission of ilie article), 

but with a constant shifting of emphasis from one phase to anoilier. 

We may ilien mentally supply v6[.Lou in iliis general sense after -ito:pcx~cx'nJY 

and read: "But if I build up again ilie authority of iliose statutes 
of the law which I broke down, i. e., insist again upon ilie obligation 

to obey iliem, I become a transgressor of divine law (in its deepest 
meaning), for ilirough my experience in seeking justification under it 

interpreted as a legalistic system, divine law itself taught me to aban­
don it, as a body of statutes to be obeyed." But the very complexity 
of the thought thus yielded is an objection to iliis interpretation, and 

ilie simpler, more direct and self-consistent one is probably, therefore, 

to be preferred. 
The interpretation of ota: v6[.Lou according to which it refers to ilie 

fact expressed by the words 1M 'tou aw[.Lcx'to,; 'tou :x;pta'tou in Rom. 7•: 

e6cxvcx'tw6'1)n 'l'(j> v6[.Lljl llia: '\'Ou aw[.Lcx'toc; 'tou :x;pta'tou, and which assumes 

a reference to the curse of the law which falling upon Christ is thereby 
exhausted, leaving the believer in Christ free, is far less probably cor­

. rect than the one proposed above. 1i1a: v6[.Lou is by no means 

obviously equivalent to 1ita: 'tou aw[.Lcx'toc; 'tou :x;pta-rou in Rom. 7•. 
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The words are different ·and the connection is different. There Paul 
is stating the objective grounds for freedom from the law; here, as the 
emphatic eyw implies, he is appealing to personal experience. Had 

his thought been what this interpretation supposes, it would certainly 
have been more natural that he should write, 'r)µ.ei~ otd: (1:ou) v6µ.ou 

(1:<i>) v6IJ.ll) e6cxvcx1:w61)µ.eY. Moreover, it is by no means clear that Paul 
conceived of the law as demanding and causing the death of Christ. 

In chap. 313 he expresses the thought that the law pronounces a curse 
on the sinner, from which Christ by his death frees us. But it is essen­
tial to the interpretation now under consideration that he should have 

thought of the law as bringing Christ to his death, and thereby ending 

its own dominion over men who are joined with Christ by faith-a 
thought which Paul has nowhere expressed. That the work of Christ 
should avail to avert the curse of the law from man, and to end the 

dominion of law, affords a basis for the statement that through Christ I 
died to law (cf. Rom. 8•) but not for" through law I died to law." See 
Sief. for defence of this general view and criticism of other interpreta­

tions, and Zahn for a criticism of it. 

1va 0e<j, ?;'~o-w· "that I might live to God." CJ. Rom. 610, 11 

:r47, 8 2 Cor. 516• This clause expressing the purpose of the 

apostle's death to law is in effect also an argument in defence 

of it. It is implied that imbjection to law in reality prevented 

the unreserved devotion of the life to God-this is one vice of 
legalism, that it comes between the soul and God, interposing 

law in place of God-and that it had to be abandoned if the life 

was really to be given to God. This is a most important ele­

ment of Paul's anti-legalism, showing the basis of his opposi­

tion to legalism in its failure religiously, as in Rom. 77•2• he 

sets forth its ethical failure. 

The dative 8e<j> is, as in Rom. 610, 11, primarily a dative of relation 
in antithesis to the dative v6µ.<t> in the preceding clause-but while it 

results from the nature of the verb d:1:08vi)axw that a dative of relation 
after it implies separation, it results equally from the nature of the 

verb ~&w that the dative of relation with it involves, or at least sug­
gests, the force of a dative of advantage, as is clearly the case also in 

2 Cor. S"· On the force of 8e6~ without the article seep. 89. 
The verb ~&w is used by the apostle Paul in four senses, which are, 

however, not always sharply distinguished: 1. "To be alive, to be a 

living being": ( a) of men in contrast with dying or with the dead: 1 Thes. 

4u, 17 I Cor. 7" 15" 2 Cor. r• 4 11 s"* 6• Rom. 611(?) 71, •• • 121 141, •• 

* Shading in these cases into meaning a. 
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Phil. 1 11, n; cf. 1 Tim. s• 2 Tim. 4•; (b) of God, in contrast with lifeless 

idols: 1 Thes. 1• 2 Cor. 3• 611 Rom. 9" 10• 1411 ; cf. 1 Tim. 3" 41•; (c) meta­

phorically, "to enjoy life," "to live happily": I Thes. 3• Rom. 7• (?); 

"to have one's living": 1 Cor. 9". 

2. In an ethical or qualitative sense: "to live in a certain way" 

(usually ethically defined) with reference either to the source of vital 
power or to the direction of energy: chap. 2"• 11, •• 506 Rom. 6• 811, ,. 

Col. 2•• 37; cf. 2 Tim. 3" Tit. 211. 

3. In quotations from 0. T. in a soteriological sense: "to escape 

death," the penalty of sin, "to attain the divine approval," "to be 
justified": chap. 311 Rom. 1 17 (in quotation from Hab. 2•); chap. 31• 

Rom. 10• (quotation from Lev. 18•). 

4. "To live after death," "to possess eternal life": 1 Thes. 51• 2 Cor. 
13• Rom. 61• 14•. 

All the instances in this chap. fall under 2 above; those in chap. 3 
under 3. 

20. Xpunrp uvvE<navpwµai· "I have been crucified with 

Christ." The thought of participation with Christ in the 

experiences of his redemptive work is a favourite one with Paul, 
and the metaphors by which he expresses it are sometimes 

quite complicated. CJ. Rom. 64
- 8 817 Phil. 31° Col. 2 12•14, 20 31·•. 

A literal interpretation of these expressions, as if the believer 

were in literal fact crucified with Christ, buried with him, raised 

with him, etc., is, of course, impossible. The thought which 

the apostle's type of mind and enthusiastic joy in the thought 
of fellowship with Christ led him to express in this form in­

volves in itself three elements, which with varying degrees of 

emphasis are present in his several expressions of it, viz.: the 

participation of the believer in the benefits of Christ's experi­
ence, a spiritual fellowship with him in respect to these experi­

ences, and the passing of the believer through a similar or 

analogous experience. The first element is distinctly expressed 

in 2 Cor. 516 and Rom. 424• 26, and is probably in mind along with 

the third in Col. 220 31; cf. 2 14• The second is the predominant 

element in Phil. 310, and the third in Rom. 817
, while in Rom. 65 

both the second and the third are probably in mind. In the 

present instance the verb trVVEtTTavpwµai indicates that the 

experience of Christ referred to is his death upon the cross, 

and the context implies that the experience of Paul here spoken 
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of is his death to law. Whether this death to law is related to 

the death of Christ objectively by virtue of a participation of 

the believer in the effects of Christ's death (cf. Rom. 324
• 

25
) or 

subjectively by a spiritual fellowship of the believer with Christ 
in respect to his death (cf. Rom. 610, 11) is not decisively indi­

cated. On the one side, Paul has elsewhere expressed the idea 

that the believer is free from law by virtue of the work, specifi­

cally the death, of Christ (chap. 313 Col. 2 14 Eph. 315 , 16 ; cf. Gal. 

2 4 51 Rom. 104), and in Col. 2 20 expressed this participation as a 

dying with Christ. On the other hand, while he has several 
times spoken of dying with Christ in the sense of entering into 

a spiritual fellowship with him in his death, he has nowhere 

clearly connected the freedom from the law with such fellow­

ship.* Probably therefore he has here in mind rather the 

objective fact that the death of Christ brings to an end the 

reign of law (as in Rom. 104, and esp. Col. 2 14) than that the 

individual believer is freed from law by his spiritual fellowship 

with Christ in death. Yet such is the many-sidedness of the 
apostle's thought that neither element can be decisively ex­

cluded. In either case the expression still further enforces the 

argument in defence of his death to law. It was brought about 
through law; it was necessary in order that I might live to 

God; it is demanded by the death of Christ on the cross, wherein 

he made us free from law, bringing it to an end, or by my fel­

lowship with him in that death. 

Ltft., interpreting auvea-tocupwµix1 by the use of the same word in 

Rom. 6• and by the use of the simple verb in Gal. s" 6" refers it to a 

death to sin, the annihilation of old sins. Such a change in the appli­

cation of a figure is by no means impossible in Paul (see the varied 
use of 'fl[J.lpix in I Thes. 5•·•). But a sudden veering off from the central 

subject of his thought-the point which it was essential that he should 

carry-to an irrelevant matter is not characteristic of the apostle, 
and is certainly not demanded here by the mere fact that he has in 

another context used similar phraseology in a sense required by that 
context, but not harmonious with this. 

,.ft 1:-, ' ' ' ' ,.~ 1:-, ' ' ' X ' " d · · ~Cd oE au,ceri E,Y<», ~v oE EV Eµo, purr~• an 1t 1s no 

longer I that live, but Christ that liveth in me." The order of 
• Gal. 2• would be an example of this manner of speaking if ~v Xpu,,-,;; were taken as 

meaning "in fellowship with Christ" rather than "on the basis of [the work of] Christ." 
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the Greek is very expressive even when reproduced in Eng­
lish: "and live no longer I, but liveth in me Christ." The 

first U is not adversative but continuative, the sentence ex­

pressing another aspect of the same fact set forth in the preced­

ing sentence. The translation of AV. and RV., "Yet I live, 

yet no longer I," is wholly unwarranted; _this meaning would 

have required aA.A.d before ov,cen. CJ. RV. mg. The second 

U is sub-adversative (Ell.), equivalent to the German "son­

dern," introducing the positive correlative to a preceding nega­

tive, statement. In this sentence Paul is clearly speaking of 

spiritual fellowship with Christ (cf. on v.19). Yet this is not a 

departure from the central thought of the whole passage. He 

has already said in v.19 that the purpose of the dying to law 

was that he might devote himself directly to the service of God 
instead of to the keeping of commandments. He now adds that 

in so doing he gains a new power for the achievement of that 
purpose, thus further justifying his course. Saying that it is 

no longer "I" that live, he implies that under law it was the 

"I" that lived, and the emphatic ery<fJ is the same as in Rom. 

i 5-20• There, indeed, it stands in vv.17• 20 in direct antithesis 

to the aµap·rta which is inherited from the past (cf. Rom. 512
), 

here over against the Christ who is the power for good in the 

life of one who, leaving law, turns to him in faith. :But the 
ery© is the same, the natural man having good impulses and 

willing the good which the law commands, but opposed by 

the inherited evil impulse and under law unable to do the good. 
On the significance of the expression ev eµ.ot, see Rom. 89• 11 

1 Cor. 2 16 Col. 1 27 -29 Eph. 316-19• It is, of course, the heavenly 

Christ of whom he speaks, who in religious experience is not 

distinguishable from the Spirit of God (cf. chap. 516, 18 , 26). 

With this spiritual being Paul feels himself to be living in such 

intimate fellowship, by him his whole life is so controlled, that 

he conceives him to be resident in him, imparting to him im­

pulse and power, transforming him morally and working through 

him for and upon other men. CJ. 419
• Substantially the same 

.fact of fellowship with Christ by which he becomes the con­

trolling factor of the life is expressed, with a difference of form 
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of thought rather than of essential conception of the nature of 
the relation, by the phrase ev Xpunfi,, which is morf. frequent 

in Paul than ev eµ,ot. CJ. 1
22 326

• 
28 54, and Frame on 1 Thes. 11, 

and references there given to modern literature. 

8 oe vvv '°' EV uap"t, EV 1rt<rTEt tw "and the life that l now 
live in the flesh, I live in faith." The sentence is continuative 

and epexegetic of the preceding, explaining the life which, 

despite his preceding affirmation that he is no longer living, he 

obviously still lives, by declaring that it is not an independent 

life of his own, but a life of faith, of dependence on the Son of 

God. See below. 
The relative 5 is an accusative of content, which simply puts 

into substantive form the content of the verb tw (Delbriick, 

Vergleichen<le Syntax, III 1, § 179; Rob. p. 478). vvv mani­
festly refers to the time subsequent to the change expressed in 
vdµrp a11re0avov and the corresponding later phrases. EV uap"t 

is therefore not an ethical· characterisation of the life (as in 
Rom. 87, 8) but refers to the body as the outward sphere in 

which the life is lived, in contrast with the life itself and the 
spiritual force by which it was lived. By this contrast and 

the fact that udpE often has an ethical sense, the phrase takes 

on perhaps a slightly concessive force: " the life that I now 

live though in the flesh is in reality a life of faith." On the 

use of udpE in general, see detached note on IIvroµa and 

'l:.dpE, p. 492. 

The words iv 'lt!a-ret stand in emphatic contrast with those which 

they immediately follow, a contrast heightened by the use of the same 
preposition iv in a different sense, or. rather with different implication. 
For, while in both cases ev denotes the sphere in which the life is lived, 
in ev acxpx! the sphere is physical and not determinative of the nature 

of the life, in ev 'lt!a•m it is moral and is determinative of the char­
acter of the life. 'lt!a·m without the article is, like acxpx!, qualitative 
in force, and though properly a noun of personal action:, is here con­
ceived of rather as an atmosphere in which one lives and by which one's 
life is characterised. For other instances of this use of the preposition 
with nouns properly denoting activity or condition, see I Cor. 4" 2 Cor. 
3'11• Eph. 4" 5•. 

TV TOV vlov TOV 0Eov "(faith) which is in the Son of God." 

Having in the expression ev 'IT(trTEt described faith qualitatively 
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as the sphere of his new life, the apostle now hastens to identify 
that faith by the addition of the article -rfi and a genitive express­
ing the object of the faith. For other instances of a qualitative 

noun made definite by a subjoined article and limiting phrase, 

see W. XX 4 (WM. p. 174); Rad. p. 93; Gild. Syn. p. 283; 

Rob. p. 777; BMT 424; and cf. chap. 1 7 321
• On the objective 

genitive after 7r{uw;, see on oia 7r{u-re~ Xptu-rov 'l77uo11, v.18• 

On the meaning of -rov vlov -rov Oeov, see detached note on 

The Titles and Predicates of Jesus, V, p. 494. What par­
ticular phase of the meaning of this title as applied to Jesus is 
here in mind, or why it is chosen instead of Xpw-r<h or XptuT<h 

'l17uow, which have been used in this passage thus far, there is 

nothing in the context clearly to indicate. No theory is more 

probable than that here, as in 1 16, it is the Son of God as the 
revelation of God that he has in mind, and that this expression 

comes naturally to his lips in thinking of the love of Christ. 

See Rom. 83• 32 ; but notice also Rom. 58 835• 89, and observe in 

the context of these passages the alternation of titles of Jesus 

while speaking of his love or the love of God, without apparent 

reason for the change. 

'tOO utou 'tou 8eou: so NACDb et •KLP, all the cursives, f Vg. Syr. 
(psh. hard.), Boh. Sah. Arm. Eth. Goth. Clem., and other fathers. 
Ln. adopted the reading -rou 8eou xa:l Xpta-roO attested by BD* FG d g. 
Despite its attestation by B, this is probably a Western corruption. 
The apostle never speaks of God expressly as the object of a Christian's 
faith. 

TOV arya7r17uaVT<h µe tcat 7rapa&JJ1To<; laVTOV tnrep eµov' 

"who loved me and gave himself up for me." CJ. the note on 
TOV &Jv-ro,; laVTov tnrep T&JV aµapnrov ,lJµrov, chap. 1 4• Here as 

there, and even more clearly because of the use of the verb 

7rapaoto"'µt (cf. Rom. 426 832 
1 Cor. n 23 Eph. 52, 25, esp. Eph. 52) 

in place of the simple otowµi, the reference is to Christ's volun­

tary surrender of himself to death. The use of µe and eµou 
rather than ,t,µas and ~µrov indicates the deep personal feeling 

with which the apostle writes. The whole expression, while 

suggesting the ground of faith and the aspect of Christ's work 

with which faith has specially to do, is rather a spontaneous 
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and grateful utterance of the apostle's feeling called forth by 

the mention of the Son of God as the object of his faith than a 

phrase introduced with argumentative intent. On the mean­

ing of arya'IT(iw, see on 514
• 

21. Ou,c a0eroo T~V xdpiv TOV 0eov· "I do not make of 

no effect the grace of God." This sentence, abruptly introduced 

without connective, is doubtless an answer to an objection 

which the apostle knows to have been urged or which he fore­

sees may easily be urged against his doctrine. This objection, 

as is shown by the xdpi'v of this sentence and the reference to 

law in the next, is to the effect that he is making of no account 

the special grace of God to Israel in giving them the law 

: (cj. Rom. 331
). Since xdpir; is a favourite term of the apostle in 

reference to the gospel, it is not impossible that it was taken up 

by his critics and turned against him in some such statement 

,as that by his doctrine of grace as against law he was really 

making of no account the grace of God to Israel. This criti­

cism he answers by direct denial, which he sustains in the next 

sentence. It would be natural to expect him to turn the criti­

cism upon his critics by intimating that it was they who rejected 

the grace of the gospel. But to have suggested this thought 

he must, it would seem, have used the emphatic eryd,. 

On a8£'tw, "to set aside," "to reject," cf. Mk. 71 1 Thes. 41 Gal. 311 ; 

M. and M. Voc. s. v. On the meaning of x&:p1c;, see on 1 1• 

et ry?tp Sul voµ.ov Si,cawrvv'T/, apa XpurTo<; &,peav a1re0avev. 

"for if righteousness is through law, then Christ died need­

lessly." On the use of the word Si,caiouvV'T/, see detached note, 

p. 460. It is doubtless to be taken here, chiefly at least, in 

its forensic sense (VI B. 2, p. 469) 1 this rather than the ethical 

sense having been the subject of discussion from v. 16 on, and 

it being this also which the apostle a little more frequently 

associates with the death of Christ (chap. 313, 14 Rom. 324-26 59, 10; 

cf. note on chap. 1 4). Sul voµ.ov is doubtless also to be taken, 

as throughout the passage, in its legalistic sense (see detached 

note on Noµ.or; V 2 (c), p. 457 1 and cf. on v. 111 above). &ipedv 

means not "without result," a meaning which it apparently 
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never has, certainly not in N. T., nor "freely," in the sense 
"gratuitously," "without (giving or receiving) pay," which, 

though a well-established meaning of the word (see Rom. 

324
, and cf. also M. and M. Voc. s. v.), would be wholly in­

appropriate here, but "without cause," "needlessly," as in 

Jn. 1525
• The protasis el ... &,caioCTVv17 is in form a simple 

supposition, which is often used, as in chap. 1 9 Rom. 510
, when 

the context makes it clear that the condition is fulfilled, but also 

not infrequently, as here and in 318, where it is equally clear 

that in the opinion of the writer it is contrary to fact. See 

BMT 248, 249. The argument of the sentence is from a 
Christian point of view a reductio ad absuf'dum, and is adduced 

as proof of the preceding statement. If, as you affirm but I 

deny, men must obey the statutes of the law in order to achieve 
righteousness, then there was no need that Christ should die. 

Law in the legalistic sense, and the conception of righteous­
ness as obtainable through it, was well established in the world. 

If this conception was correct, if righteousness could really be 
attained in this way, there was no need of a new revelation of 

God's way of righteousness (see Rom. 1 17 321
); and the death 

of Christ, with its demonstration of divine righteousness 

(Rom. 320 r,) and God's love (Rom. 57
:
10

) and its redemption of 

men from the curse of the law (see chap. 313 and notes on it), 

was needless. That in the plan of God it came to pass (chap. 1' 

44 Rom. 832
) is evidence that it was not needless, and this in turn 

proves that righteousness through law was not God's plan for 

the world, and refutes the charge that denial of the validity of 

law to secure righteousness involves a setting aside of the 

grace of God. 

Mey. and others understand xap,v to refer exclusively and directly 
to the grace of God manifest in the gospel and take oGx a6a'l'lii, etc., not 
as an answer to an objection but as an indirect condemnation of the 
course of Peter, the meaning being, I do not set aside the grace of God 
manifest in the death of Christ, as is virtually done by those who 
insist that righteousness is through law. The clause e! ••• ll1x,11oa6Y1J 

is then designed to prove, not, as above, that the rejection of righteous­
ness by law does not involve a setting aside of the grace of God, but 

~at ~~te11ce on ri~hteo~ess bf law does involve ft. For .to affir~ 
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thaf righteousness is through law is to say that God's grace manifest 
in his death was useless. Such an interpretation of the argument, 
though not perhaps impossible, is open to two objections: first, that 

the form of expression, "I do not set aside," etc., suggests a denial of 

something that is said or might be speciously said against Paul's view, 
rather than a claim made by himself for his view or an objection to 

his opponent's view; and, secondly, that it makes the El -yap sentence 
a proof of something only remotely implied in the preceding statement 

instead of taking it as directly related to what is expressed in the pre­

ceding sentence, viz., that Paul's view does not involve a setting at 
nought of God's grace. 

III. REFUTATORY PORTION OF THE LETTER. 

THE DOCTRINE THAT MEN, BOTH JEWS AND GENTILES, 

BECOME ACCEPTABLE TO GOD THROUGH FAITH 

RATHER THAN BY WORKS OF LAW, DEFENDED BY 

THE REFUTATION OF THE ARGUMENTS OF THE 

JUDAISERS, AND CHIEFLY BY SHOWING THAT THE 

"HEIRS OF ABRAHAM" ARE SUCH BY FAITH, NOT 

BY WORKS OF LAW (CHAPS. 3, 4). 

1. Appeal to the early Christian experience of the Gala­

tians (31•6). 

Leaving the defence of his doctrine through the assertion of 
his own direct divine commission, the apostle now takes up 

that defence by refuting the objections ·to it brought by his op­
ponents, the judaisers. Vv. 1•5 begin that refutation by appeal­

ing to the early Christian experience of the Galatians, which, 
as both they and he well knew, was not in the sphere of law, 

but of faith. 
Oh foolish Galatians, who bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus 

Christ was placarded crucified? 2This only would I learn from 

you, Received ye the Spirit on ground of works of law or of a 

hearing of faith? 3Are ye so foolish? Having begun with Spirit 

are ye now finishing with flesh? 4Did ye sujf er so many things 

in vain 'I If it really is to be in vain. 5He therefore that supplied 



III, I 1 43 

the Spirit richly to you and wrought miracles among you, did he 

do these things on ground of works of law or of a hearing of faith ? 

1 
9 n ' ' r "\ ' ' • ~ •r.,' 't ' ',l.ll "\ • .u avorrrot a,.,a-rat, Ttr.; vµar;; EfJao-,cavev, oir;; ,ca-r o't'ua,.,_ 

µovr;; '1170-ovr;; Xpto--ror;; 7rpoe,ypdcf>17 eo--ravpwµevor;;; "Oh foolish 

Galatians, who bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 

was placarded crucified?" Returning to the situation in 

Galatia itself, which he had left behind in 1 9, but still having 

in mind what he had just said in 2 21 to the effect that the legal­

istic teaching of the judaisers makes the death of Christ a fact 

without significance, a useless tragedy, the apostle breaks forth, 

somewhat as in 16, in an expression of surprise touched with 

indignation that the Galatians were turning away from his 

gospel of Christ crucified (cf. 1 Cor. 1 17• 23 2 2). To this great 

fact, which Paul had set forth before the Galatians with the 

clearness of a public proclamation on a bulletin-board, and 
which it should, therefore, have been impossible for them ever 

to forget, the preaching of the judaisers tends to blind them as 

by malicious magic. The verb /3ao-,ca{vw (see below) is doubtless 

used tropically with the meaning "lead astray," and the ques­

tion, which is, of course, rhetorical, refers to the same persons 

who in 1 7 are spoken of as troubling them and seeking to per­

vert the gospel of the Christ. On the people here designated 

Galatians, see Introd. pp. xxi-xliv. 

The addition of "ii <XA1)6E!i µ-IJ 1tel6ea6oct after i~&:a:11.ocvev by CD0KLP 
al. pler., is a manifest corruption under the influence of 5•. 

'Av61)"oc;, a classical word from Sophocles and Herodotus down, is 
found in N. T., besides here and v. •, in Lk. 24" Rom. 1" 1 Tim. 61 

Tit. 3•. Properly a passive, "unthinkable," it has in N. T., as also 

ordinarily in classical writers and regularly in the Lxx, the active sense, 

"foolish," "lacking in the_power of perception." 1 Tim. 6• is not a real 

exception, the word properly describing a person being applied by 
easy metonymy to his desires. The usage of the word, both classical 

and biblical, suggests failure to use one's powers of perception rather 

than natural stupidity, and the context, especially v. •, clearly points 

to the former sense for the present passage. See Hdt. 1 87 8"; Xen. An. 

2. 1 11 ; Mem. 1. 3•; Plat. Protag. 323D; Phil .. 12D; Legg. III 687D; 

Prov. 1521 17•• Sir. 428 4 Mac. 5' 811 Lk. 24" Rom. 1" 1 Tim. 6• Tit. 3•. 
The verb ~oca:11.oc!vro, signifying in classical authors, to slander (Dem. 
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94" 291"), "to envy" (Dern. 464"), "to bewitch" (Theocr. 511 611
; 

Arist. Probl. 20. 34 [926 b"]; Herodian 2. 411) is used in the Lxx and 
Apocr. (Deut. 28"· "Sir. 14•• 8) with the meaning, "to envy," but very 
clearly has here, as in Aristot. and Theocr. loc. cit., the meaning "to be­

witch." For the evidence that the possibility of one person bewitch­

ing, exercising a spell upon another was matter of current belief both 
among Gentiles and Jews, see HDB, arts. "Magic," esp. vol. III, 

. p. 208a, and "Sorcery," vol. IV, p. 605b; M. and M. Voc. s. v. See also 
Ltft. ad loc.; Jastrow, The Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, pp. 253-

293; Blau, Das altjiidische Zauberwesen, pp. 23.f!. Concerning the 

practice of magic arts in general, cf. q,apµ(Xl(.{a, chap. 5•• Acts 19", and 

Deissmann, Bible Studies, pp. 273.f!., 323/., 352.f!. It would be over­
pressing the facts to infer from Paul's use of this word that he neces­

sarily believed in the reality of magical powers, and still more so to 

assume that he supposed the state of mind of the Galatians to be the 

result of such arts. It is more probable that the word, while carrying 
a reference to magical arts, was used by him tropically, as we ourselves 

use the word "bewitch," meaning "to pervert," "to confuse the mind." 
On ot,; l<.crt' oq,6a)..µo6,; cf. Aristoph. Ran. 625, Tva a01 l(.at't' oq,6a)..µou~ 

Myn, and chap. 211 : l<.Ot't<X 1tp6awicov au-c<j\ &Y'tfo't1JV, 

Ilpoyp&:q,<,> occurs in Greek writers in three senses: (1) "to write be­

forehand," the 1tpo- being temporal (Rom. 15• Eph. 3•); (2) "to write 
publicly," "to register" (Jude 4, but by some assigned to the previous 

sense); (3) "to write at the head of the list." The third meaning does 
not occur in biblical writers and may be dismissed as wholly inappro­

priate to the context. To take it in the first sense as referring to 0. T. 
prophecy, though consistent with current usage, is excluded by =• 
oq,Oa)..µou,;; to take it in this sense and refer it to Paul's own presenta­

tion of Christ to the Galatians is forbidden by the inappropriateness 
of ypa:<p<,> to describe the apostle's viva voce preaching; for if ,cpo- be 

taken temporally, eyp&:q,11 alone remains to describe the act itself. 

Many commentators on this passage give to the word the sense "to 

paint publicly," "to depict before, or openly." So Th. Jowett, and 

Sief., the last-named citing, also, Calv. deW. Holst. Phil. Lips. Zockl. 

et al. The argument for this meaning rests not upon extant instances 

of 1tpoyp&:q,<,> in this sense, but upon the usage of the simple -yp&:<p<,> in 

the sense "to paint" and the appropriateness of the meaning "to de­

pict publicly" to this context. But in view of the absence of vouchers 

for this meaning-even the instances of -yp&:<p<,> in the sense "to paint" 
are, so far at least as cited by lexicographers or commentators on this 
passage, much earlier than the N. T. period-and of the fact that tak­

ing 1tpoe-yp, in the meaning "to write publicly," "to placard," yields a 
meaning more suitable to ea'taupwµevo,; (see below), it is best to accept 

this latter meaning for this passage, and to understand the apostle &ll 
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describing his preaching to the Galatians under the figure of public 

announcement or placarding of Jesus before them. 
'Ea't,xupc.>µsvo~ means "having been crucified," and doubtless in the 

sense of "having been put to death on the cross"; the perfect participle 

expresses an existing (in this case permanent) result of the past fact of 
crucifixion. To express the idea "in the act of being crucified" would 

require a present participle, if the thought were "in the act of being 
affixed to the cross," and probably if it were "hanging on the cross." 

For while the verb a-tixup6w may be used of the affixing to the 
cross (Mt. 27"), yet it seems usually to refer to the putting to death on 

the cross as a whole (Acts 211 410, etc.) and the participle ea-tixupwf1.evo~ 

is used in N. T. of Jesus, not as having been affixed to the cross and 
hanging there, but invariably of him as one who was put to death on 

the cross, and thenceforth, though risen from the dead, the crucified 

one. See Mt. 28• Mk. 16• I Cor. 111 2•. The tense of the participle, 

therefore, constitutes a strong objection to taking ,cpoypacpw in the 
sense of "paint before," and in favour of the meaning "to placard, to 

post publicly"; a picture would doubtless present Jesus on the cross; 
the crucifixion as an accomplished fact would be matter for public 
writing, announcement, as it were, on a public bulletin. 

~'t,xup6~ (root: sta) occurs from Homer down, meaning a stake, used 
for fencing (Od. 14") or driven into the ground for a foundation (Hdt. 

511). a't<Xup6w used in Thuc. 7. 257, meaning "to fence with stakes," first 
appears in Polybius with reference to a means of inflicting death (r. 86•), 

where it probably means "to crucify." Polybius also uses cxvixa't<Xup6w 

apparently in the same sense (1. 11•; 1. 2.4•; r. 79•), but also with the 

meaning "to impale" (a dead body, 5. 54•; 8. 23•), which is its meaning 

inHdt. 3"'; 6"; 911, etc.; Thuc. 1. 110•; PlatoGorg. 473C; Xen. An. 3. r17• 

In Esth. 7• 811 line 34 (Swete 1611) it is used of the hanging of Haman 

upon a gallows (rl:'., ~61,,ov), said in 5" to be fifty cubits high. In 7• 

a-tixup6w translates n~r, "to hang," elsewhere in this book translated 

with reference to th;' same event by xpefl.<ZWUfl.t. Impalement or 

hanging as a method of inflicting death, or as applied to the dead 
body of a criminal, was practised by various ancient nations, e. g., the 

Assyrians (cf. the Lexicons of Delitzsch and Muss-Arnolt under Zagapu 

andZagipu; Schrader, Keilinschriftendes A. T.•, pp. 387 f.; Code of Ham­
murabi, Statute 153, in Winckler, Die Gesetze Hammurabis in Um­

schrift u. Uebersetzung, p. 45, or R. F. Harper, The Code of Hammurabi, 

p. 55); the Egyptians (cf. Gen. 40" Jos. Ant. 2. 73 [5•]); the Persians (cf. 

Ezra 611); but it is not possible always to determine precisely what 

method is referred to. Among the Jews the bodies of certain criminals 

were after death hanged upon a tree or impaled (Josh. 8" ro" 2 Sam. 

411), but there is no sufficient evidence that these methods were used for 

inflicting death, 2 Sam. 21•·• being too obscure to sustain this conclu-
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sion. Hanging in the modern sense, of suspension causing immediate 

death by strangulation, is referred to as a means of committing suicide, 

Hdt. 2131;.Thuc. 381 ; 2 Sam. 17" Tob. 310 Mt. 27•, but was probably un­
known in ancient times as a means of inflicting the death penalty. 

Crucifixion, i. e., the affixing of the body of the criminal, while still 

living, to an upright post (with or without a crosspiece) to which the 
body was nailed or otherwise fastened, death resulting from pain and 

hunger after hours of suffering, was not a Jewish method of punish­

ment; though employed by Alexander Jannreus, Jos. Bell. 1. 17 (4•), 
it was inflicted upon Jews, as a rule, only by the Romans. With 

what nation or in what region this peculiarly cruel form of death pen­

alty originated is not wholly certain. Diod. Sic. 17. 46•, speaking of 
Alexander the Great be1ore Tyre, says: o ae ~ixatAeu<;; ••• -rou<;; ••• 

Y!IOU<;; 'lC<lY'CIX<;;, ~Y'CIX<;; 00:>t EA<l'C'COU<;; 'CWY otal(tA(wv, expeµixae. Romans of 
the later days of the republic and early days of the empire ascribed 

its origin to Punic Carthage, but perhaps without good evidence. 

Among the Romans crucifixion was for a time (but perhaps not orig­
inally) practised only in the case of slaves and the worst of crimi­

nals. When the use of it was gradually extended, especially in the 

provinces (Jos. Ant. 17. 295 [1010
]; Bell. 5. 449-51 [n1]) to others than 

these, it retained the idea of special disgrace. 

The word a-cixup6<;;, properly reterring to the upright stake, came 

through its use with referenc.e to the implement of crucifixion to desig­
nate what we now know as a cross (in N. T. the word ~(,).ov is still 

used, Acts 530 ro" 1 Pet. 2"; cf. Gal. 3"), and through the fact that it 
was on the cross that Jesus suffered death, came to be employed by 
metonymy for the death of Jesus, carrying with it by association the 
thought of the suffering and the disgrace in the eyes of men which that 

death involved and of the salvation which through it is achieved for 

men. See chap. 511 614 1 Cor. 11• Phil. 311 Col. 1". 

On the cross and crucifixion in general, and the crucifixion of Jesus 

in particular, see Cremer, Bibl.-Theol. Worterb. s. v.; Zockler, Das Kreuz 

Christi,· Fulda, Das Kreuz und die Kreuzigung; W. W. Seymour, The 

Cross in Tradition, History, and Art, esp. the bibliography, pp. XXI­
XXX; the articles "Cross" and "Hanging" in Encyc. Bibl. and HDB, 

and those on "Kreuz" and "Kreuzigung" in PRE., and in W etzer and 

Welte, Kirchenle:x;ikon; Mommsen, Romisches Strafrecht, pp. 918 ff.; 
Hitzig, art. "Crux" in Pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclopadie d. klassischen 

Altertumswissenschaft (with references to literature). On the archre­

ology of the cross Zockler refers especially to Lipsius, De Cruce, Ant­

werp, 1595; Zestermann, Die bildliche Darstellung des Kreuzes u. der 

Kreuzigung J esu Christi historisch entwickelt, Leipzig, 1867; Degen, Das 

Kreuz als Strafwerkzeug u. Strafe der Alten, Aachen, 1873; the Code of 

Hammurabi, Statute 153 (in Winckler or Harper); Birch and Pinches, 
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The Bronze Ornaments of the Palace Gates of Balawat, London, 1902, 

Plates B2, D4 and }3. 

2 ~ ' 0 ,..,. 0 ~ ',1..• • ~ '!: " ' ' - • TOVTO µ,ovov e"'w µ,a e,v a.,, vµ,wv, e5 eprywv voµ,ov TO 

'IT'Vevµ,a e)..d{3e-re ~ e~ aN:071,;- 7rurTe(IJ<;'; "This only would I learn 

from you, Received ye the Spirit on ground of works of law or 

of a hearing of faith?" A forcible appeal to the experience of 

the Galatians. The implication of µJvov is that an answer to 

the question about to be asked would itself be a decisive argu­

ment. For µ,av0dvw in the general sense here illustrated, "to 

ascertain," "to find out," see Acts 2327 Col. 1 7• On e, lprywv 

voµ,ov, see detached note on Noµ,oi;- and note on 2 16• aN:OrJ 

7r/uTew,;- is a hearing (of the gospel) accompanied by faith (see 

detached note on Ilurni;-), in other words, a believing-hearing, 

acceptance, of the gospel. TO 7rveuµ,a undoubtedly refers to the 
Spirit of God (see detached note on IIveuµ,a and I.dp,, and espe­

cially III B. 1 (a) in the analysis of meanings on p. 490). The 
receiving of the Spirit here referred to is evidently that which 
marked the beginning of their Christian lives; cf. l11ap,dµ,evoi 

v.3 and see Rom. 823 2 Cor. 1 22 55• That the apostle has espe­

cially, though not necessarilyexclusively, in mind the charismatic 

manifestations of the Spirit evidenced by some outward sign, 

such as speaking with tongues or prophesying, is indicated by 
the reference to Svvdµ.ei,;- in v. 5• See also Acts 814-17 10«-47 

u 16, 17 191• 6 1 Cor. 124•11• The two contrasted phrases e, lprywv 

roµ,ov and eE aN:071,;- 7r{u-rew,;- express the leading antithesis of 

the whole epistle, and by this question Paul brings the issue 

between the two contrasted principles of religious life to the 

test of experience. The answer which the experience of the 

Galatians would supply, and which therefore did not require 
to be expressed, was of course e, aN:oij,;- 'IT'WTE(IJ<;'. The testi­

mony of these vv. that Paul in his preaching in Galatia and 

doubtless elsewhere, since he more than once in this epistle 

implicitly claims always to have preached the same gospel (see 

on 111 and 22), presented his message to the Gentiles wholly 

divorced from any insistence upon the acceptance of 0. T. 

teachings as such, is of capital importance, both in defin­

ing for us the content of his gospel (cf. also 1 Thes. 1 10) and 
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as showing how completely he had early in his career as an 

apostle, and not simply when forced to it by controversy, repu­
diated the principle of scripture authority. 

3 
'N , I I' ' f:1 I ,.. \ • ovrw~ avorrroi ecrre; evap,,,aµ,evoi 7rvevµan vuv crap," 

lmre'A.e'icr0e; "Are ye so foolish? having begun with Spirit, 

are ye now finishing with flesh?" The antithesis is twofold: 

beginning ... completing; spirit ... flesh. lvapfdµ,evoi 7rv. 

recalls e">.a~. 7rv,, but instead of following up their assumed 

mental answer to his question, viz.: "we received the Spirit by 

a hearing of faith," in which faith would have been the emphatic 

term, the apostle transfers the emphasis to 'TrVEvµa, which his 

previous question took for granted, as an element in their early 

Christian experience. Apparently it seems to him that the 

antithesis" spirit" and "flesh" is at this point a more effective 
one for his purpose than "faith" and "works of law." On the 

meaning of the words 7rvevµa and crdpE, see detached note, pp. 

486 ff., especially the discussion of the use of these terms in 
antithesis, p. 494. 'TrVevµan doubtless refers, as does -ro 7rvevµa 

above, to the Spirit of God, and crap,e( is US!!d in a purely material 
sense, meaning "flesh" or "body," as that which is circumcised. 

That the antithesis between 7rvevµa and crdpf is quite different 

in chap. 5 is no objection to this interpretation here; for in 

view of the fact that the precise aim of the judaisers was to 

induce the Galatians to be circumcised, a reference to the flesh 

would be naturally taken by them as referring to this, and no 

other meaning would be likely to occur to them. That crap,e( 

has a relation to lprya voµov in that circumcision falls in the 

category of "works of law" is, of course, obvious, but crap"( is 

not, therefore, to be taken as equivalent to that phrase or as 

denoting the natural powers of men apart from the divine 

Spirit, (1) because lprya voµov does not in the preceding sen­

tence stand in antithesis with 7rvevµa, and (2) because there is 

nothing in the context to suggest the introduction of this mean­

ing of crdpf. The absence of the article with both 7rV. and crap. 

gives them a qualitative force, and heightens the contrast be­
tween the two possible agencies of salvation: (divine) Spirit, 

and (material) flesh. That 7rvevµa is to be taken in a wider 
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sense, as including both the divine Spirit which operates and 

the human spirit as the sphere of operation, is possible, but 
improbable in view of the nearness of TO 'Tl"vevµa with its express 
reference to the divine Spirit. 'Tl"vevµan and rrap,c{ are doubt­

less instrumental datives, which is, however, no objection to 

taking the latter as referring to the flesh, in the material sense, 

for though the flesh is, strictly speaking, passive in circum­
cision, that aspect of the fact is a matter of indifference for the 
purpose of the argument. 

On evocp~- and E'ltl'l'eA• 'cj. Phil. 1•. E'ltl'tEA• occurs elsewhere in 
N. T. in the active (Rom. 1528 2 Cor. 71 8•· 11 Phil. 1• Heh. 8• 9') in the 
sense "to accomplish," "to complete," and in I Pet. 5• in the form 
em1:e1.eta8oc1, which is probably to be taken as a middle (see Bigg 
ad loc.). The Lxx use the word in active and passive, not in middle. 
But the existence of a middle usage in Greek writers (Plat. Phil. 27C; 
Xen. Mem. 4. 8•; Polyb. 1. 4011; 2. 5810; 5. 108• cited by Sief.) and the 
antithesis of evocp~- a word of active force, favours taking a-it1n).. also 
as a middle form with active sense, "to finish, to complete." 

.. ~ , , ll , ~ ,, \ , ~ "D"d ufI 
""• TO<ravra E'Tl"auETE E£/Cv; e, rye ,ea, E£IC'!). 1 ye s er 

so great things in vain.? If it really is to be in vain." A refer­

ence to the great experiences through which the Galatians had 

already passed in their life as Christians, and in effect an appeal 

to them not to let these experiences be of no avail. The word 

hrdBeTe is, so far as our evidence enables us to decide, a neutral 

term, not defining whether the experiences referred to were 

painful or otherwise. ei 1e ,ea~ ei.tqJ shows that the question 

whether these experiences are to be in vain is still in doubt, 

depending on whether the Galatians actually yield to the 

persuasion of the judaisers or not. CJ., as illustrating the 

alternation of hope and fear in the apostle's mind, 411
• 

20 510
• 1e 

emphasises the contingency and suggests that the condition 

need not be fulfilled. 

The verb -ita:axw is in itself of neutral significance, "to experience," 
e~ riax,e,v meaning "to be well off," "to receive benefits," and XCPtii>~ 

or xa:cl: -ita:ax,etv, "to suffer ills"; yet riaxw has in usage so fa,: a pred­
ilection for use in reference to ills that 1ta:ax,e1v alone signifies "to 
suffer" (ills), and to express the idea "to experience" (good) requires 
as a rule the addition of a~ or an equivalent indication in the context. 
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There is indeed nothing in the immediate limitations of the word in 

Jos. Ant. 3. 312 (15 1): 'tOY 8eoY u1roµYija0e1 !LEY, !Saoc 1roc86Y'te,; ie ocO'toil 

(i. e., 8eoii) xocl 1t1JA(xc,>Y euwrsaUi>Y µe'tocAOC~6Y'tec; ax&p1a-to1 1rpbc;; ocO'toY 

r4YotY'to, to indicate that it is employed in a good sense, but it is 
relieved of its ambiguity by the closely following 'lC'IJA(xwY aOene­

atci>Y, if not, indeed, in part by e~ ocu'toii,_ Since there is nothing 
in the context of the Galatian passage distinctly to suggest a bene­

ficial meaning, the presumption is in favour of the more usual adverse 

meaning; and this would undoubtedly be the meaning conveyed to the 
Galatians if they had in fact been exposed to severe sufferings in con­

nection with their acceptance of the gospel. On the other hand, if 

they had suffered no such things this meaning would evidently be 
excluded, and the word would refer to the benefits spoken of in vv. •• •. 

If we adopt the opinion that the letter was addressed to people of 
southern Galatia, we may find in Acts 1422 an intimation of persecutions 

or other like sufferings to which the present passage might refer; but 
no evidence that they were of sufficient severity to merit the term 

'toaocu'toc. If the churches were in northern Galatia we are unable to say 

whether they had suffered or not. For lack of knowledge of the cir­
cumstances, therefore, we must probably forego a decision of the 

question whether the experiences were pleasant or painful, and for 
this very reason understand the term 1r&8e'te in a neutral sense, or, 

more exactly, recognise that the term is for us ambiguous, though it 
could hardly have been so to Paul and the Galatians. This leaves the 

meaning of a!xn also somewhat in doubt. If the "toaau'ta are the 
preaching of the gospel and the gift of the Spirit, then e!xn means 

"without effect" (as in 411); if the reference is to persecutions it prob­
ably means "needlessly," "without good cause" (Col. 2 1•), the impli­

cation being that if they give up the gospel which Paul preached they 

will have abandoned Christ (5•-•) and might just as well have remained 

as they were (note the implication of 411); or if the persecutions were 

instigated by the Jews, that they might have escaped them by accept­

ing Judaism, with its legalism, which they are now on the point of 

taking on. 
Toaau'ta in a large preponderance of cases means in the plural "so 

many" (see L. & S., Th.) and, with the possible exception of Jn. 1217, 

always has that meaning elsewhere in N. T. The meaning "so great" 

is, however, possible (see Preusch. s. v.), and in view of the fact that 
it is manifestly more natural for Paul to appeal to the greatness than 

simply to the number of the experiences of the Galatians is perhaps 

to be adopted here. So Wies. and Preusch. 
Sief. finds in e! ... e!xjj a reason for taking 'toaau'ta ••• e!xn 

not as a question but an exclamation, which is, of course, possible, but 

not necessary because of the conditional clause; for this is, in any 
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case, not a true protasis of a preceding apodosis, but is to be mentally 
attached to some such supplied clause as, "which I am justified in 
saying." The dictum that et re introduces an assumption that the 
writer believes to be true (Vigerus, ed. Hermann, p. 831, cited by Th.), 
is not regarded by recent authorities as true for classical Greek (see 
L. & S. sub. rt I 3, Kuhner-Gerth, II 1, pp. 177 f.), and certainly does 
not correspond to the usage of N. T. writers. Where the assumption 

is one that is regarded as fulfilled (Rom. s• 2 Cor. s• Eph. 4"), it is the 
context that conveys the implication. In Col. 1" there is no such 
implication, and perhaps not in Eph. 3•. See WM. p. 561, fn. 6, 
and Ell. Ltft. Sief. In the present passage the conditional clause 
must be understood without implication as to its fulfilment, since the 
context, indeed the whole letter, shows that while the apostle fears 
that the Galatians are about to tum back and so prove themselves 
-r0aocu1:oc 'ltoc8eiv ebti'J, yet he hoped, and was in this very appeal seek­
ing, to avert this disaster. See esp. 411 s•·••· 

5. o ovv €7r£XDPT/"fWV vµ'i,v 'TO 'TT'VEVµ,a !Cal evep,ywv Svvdµ.etr; 

ev vµ,'i,v ef ep,yrov vdµ,ov i) ef Q.1'011~ 'Tr(<T'TEWt;; "He therefore that 

supplied the Spirit richly to you, and wrought miracles among 

you, did he do these things on ground of works of law or of 

a hearing of faith?" This sentence in effect repeats the 

question of v. 2, and, like that, is doubtless to be understood as 

referring to the experiences of the Galatians in connection 

with and shortly after their conversion. The two participles, 

emxop71,ywv and evep,yrov, limited by one article evidently refer 

to the same person, and describe related activities affecting 

the same persons (vµ,,v ..• ev vµ,i.v). It is obvious, there­

fore, that the two parts of the phrase are to be regarded as 

mutually interpretative. This, in turn, implies that the apostle 
has in mind chiefly the charismatic manifestation of the Spirit 

(see detached note on IIvevµ,a and 'I.dpt I D III B. I (a), p. 

490), which attests itself in Svvdµ,eir; and other kindred manifesta­

tions (see 1 Cor. 1210 2 Cor. 1212, and for the use of the word 

U,vaµ,ir; Mk. 62 Lk. 1013 Acts 222, etc.). Yet it must also be 

borne in mind that in the view of the apostle it was one Spirit 

that produced alike the outward xap(uµ,a-ra and the inward 

moral fruit of t4e Spirit (chap. 522
, 

23
), and hence that the latter 

. though not included in Svvdµ.eir; is not necessarily excluded 

from the thought expressed by brixop71,yrov vµ,i.v To 7rvevµ,a; 
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the words eveprywv •.• vµi,v may be narrower in scope than 

the preceding phrase. The whole phrase o ovv . • • ev vµ'iv is 

a designation of God (cf. chap. 46 1 Thes. 48 2 Cor. 1 22, and espe­

cially Rom. 55, where the idea of abundant supply, here ex­
pressed by Jmxop77rywv, is conveyed by EIC/Ce')(,VTat). 0eor; is 

omitted and left to be supplied in thought as in 2 8 and probably 
in 1 16 also. ovvdµetr; referring to outward deeds, ev vµ'iv natu­

rally takes the meaning "among you" (cf. on Jv ,-o,r; e0veuw, 

1 16 2 2); yet in view of the dative vµ'iv after e-rrixop77rywv the 

ovvdµeir; must be supposed to have been wrought not prin­

cipally by Paul but by the Galatians themselves, as 1 Cor. 
1210, 28, 29 imply was the case among the Corinthians. 2 Cor. 

x 212 indeed suggests that such things were signs of the apostle, 

yet probably not in the sense that he only wrought them, but 

that the ovvdµetr; of the apostle were in some way more notable, 

or that they constituted a part of the evidence of his apostle­
ship. The phrases et eprywv v&µov and et a,co,;;r; 7r(,newr; are, 

of course, to be taken as in the similar question in v. 2• 

'Emxop,, comp. of a'll:l and JCOPTJ"fW, expresses strongly the idea "to 
supply abundantly." The simple verb means to defray the expense 

of providing a "chorus" at the public feast. In view of 2 Pet. 1•, 

E'll:tJCOPTJ'l'-iiaa:-rE ev -rfl 'll:la-rEt b!J,iiiv -r-lJv ,ipe-r-lJv, and Phil. 1 19 E'll:t)COPTJ"(lcxc; 

-roii 'll:VEU!J.CIC-ro<;, the preposition e'll:! is to be interpreted not as directive 
(so Ell. Beet, Sief.), but, with Ltft., as additive and hence in effect 

intensive, and, therefore, as still further emphasising the idea of abun­

dance. CJ. 2 Cor. 91• Col. 2 19 2 Pet. 1•• 11• From these participles, 

E'll:tJCOP• and evepy,, the unexpressed verbs of the sentence are to be 

supplied, but they afford no clue to the tense of such verbs. To this 
the only guide is the fact that the apostle is still apparently speaking 

of the initial Christian experience of the Galatians and, in effect, repeat­

ing here the question of v. •. This would suggest aorists here also, 

£'ll:EJCop-/Jy11ae and ev-/Jp111ae. The participles may be either general 
presents (BMT 123), in effect equivalent to nouns, "the supplier," 

"the worker," or progressive presents, and in that case participles of 
identical action, since they refer to the same action as the unexpressed 

principal verbs (BMT 120). The choice of the present tense rather 

than tlie aorist shows that the apostle has in mind an experience ex­

tended enough to be thought of as in progress, but not that it is in 

progress at the time of writing (Beet), or that the participle is an 

imperfect participle (Sief.; cf. BMT 127). 
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2. Argument from the faith of Abraham, refuting the 

contention of his opponents that only through con­

f ormity to law could men become sons of Abraham 

(36•9). 

Passing abruptly, in a subordinate clause, from the early 

experience of the Galatians to the case of Abraham, the argu­
ment of the · apostle revolves, from this point to the end of 

chap. 4, mainly around the subject of the blessing to Abraham 
and the conditions on which men may participate in it. In 
these verses he affirms at the outset his fundamental conten­

tion that Abraham was justified by faith, and that so also must 

all they be justified who would inherit the blessing promised to 

his seed. 
6As "Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him for right­

eousness." 7Know, therefore, that the men of faith, these are sons 

of Abraham. 8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would 

justify the Gentiles on ground of faith, announced the gospel to 

Abraham beforehand, saying, "In thee shall all the nations be 

blessed." 9So that the men of faith are blessed with the faithful 

(believing) Abraham. 

6. ,caOwr; "' A~paa,µ e,r(uTEVUEV T/j> Oei,, /Ca£ e'>..ory(u817 avT(j, 

ek Si,cawuvv17v." "as Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him for righteousness." The apostle assumes that 

to his question of v.6 his readers will, in accordance with the 
historic facts, answer: e~ a,co17~ ,r(uTew~. To this answer he 

attaches a comparison between the faith of the Galatians and 

that of Abraham. The next two chapters, in which the argu­

ment revolves largely around Abraham and Abraham's sons (see 

31, 8, u, 1&, 18, 29 422-31), show that this is no mere incidental illus­

tration, but fills a vital place in his argument. The fact itself 

suggests, what an examination of the argument confirms, that 

Paul is here replying to an argument of his opponents. This 

argument, we may safely conjecture, was based on Gen. chaps. 

12 and 17, especially 1710
-
14, and most especially v.14, and was 

.to the effect that according to 0. T. no one could participate in 

the blessings of God's covenant with Abraham, and so in the 
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messianic salvation that is inseparably associated with it, who 
was not circumcised. Neither the usage of ou,aioo-vv71 (see de­

tached note on ll.{1Cator;, ll.t!CaLOO-VV7J and ll.t!Catow, pp. 469.ff.), 

nor that of Xoryt,eTat elr; (see below), is decisive as between the 

two meanings: (1) "it was attributed to him as right conduct," 

i. e., "he was accounted to have acted righteously," and (2) "it 

was reckoned to him as ground of acceptance." The general 

context, however, dealing predominantly with righteousness in 

the forensic aspect, acceptance with God, decides for the latter 

meaning. Against the argument probably advanced by his 

opponents in Galatia to the effect that under the covenant with 

Abraham no one is acceptable to God who is not circumcised 

(Gen. 1714; cf. Jub. chap. 15, esp. v.26·), Paul points out that, 
according to the scripture, to Abraham himself it was his faith 

that was accounted as ground of acceptance. 

Aoyll;olJ.(lc is used in Greek writers frequently and in a variety of 

applications of the general meaning "to reckon, to calculate, to deem, 
to consider." To express the idea "to credit or charge something to 

one's account, to put it to his account," the Greeks used ).oy- 'ttvt• 

(Dern. 26411; Lev. 7•1111. According to Cremer, "to account a thing 
as being this or that, or having a certain value," was expressed by 

).oy- with two accusatives (Xen. Cyr. 1. 2 11, v-!a:v &v.q,w 'tou'tw 'tw -/Jv.epa: 

).oyltov'ta:c). I*he Lxx ).oy!tov-a:c is the translation of .:npi;,, "to 

reckon," "to account." In N. T. it is used with much the same varia­

tion of meanings as in cl. Gr., and the idea "to credit or charge to 

one" is expressed in the same way. (Rom. 4•• • 2 Cor. 510 ; cf. Prov. 

17••). "To reckon a thing or person to be this or that," or "to account 
a thing as having a certain value," is expressed as it is in the Lxx, 

who translate the Heh. 7 .::itefr;i by ).oy• e!,;. The examples show that 

this form of expression may have either of the above-named mean­

ings;-" to think (one) to be this or that," or "to count as having the 

value of this or that." Thus in r Sam. r13 : e1oy!aa:'to a:~'t-/jY 'H).! e!,; 

v.e8uouaa:v, it clearly bears the former meaning; so also Rom. 98, 'ta; 

'teitva: 'tjj<; t'lta:yye).{a:,; 1oy!te'ta:t e!,; adpv.a. But in Acts 19": 

:M.tvlluveuet .•. !epoY e!,; o~8ev 1oytcr8jjva:t, and in Rom. 2 11 : O~l(; -Ii 
cb.po~ua't!a: a:O'toii e!,; 'ltept'tov--/Jv ).oyca8-l)ae'ta:t, the latter is appar­

ently the meaning. See also Gen. 1518 Ps. 105 (106) 31 Isa. 29" 3211 

40" Lam. 4• Hos. 812 Wisd. 211 3" 9• Jas. 2". Even in this second class 
of cases, however, the word itself conveys no implication of a reckon­

ing above or contrary to real value, as Cremer maintains. If this 
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thought is conveyed it must be by the limitations of the word, not by 

the word itself. There being in the present passage no such limita­

tions, the idea of estimation contrary to fact can not legitimately be 

discovered in the passage. Nor can it be imported into this passage 

from Rom. 41·•, concerning which see in detached note on A1,r.oc1ocruV1J,. 

p. 470. 

7. I'ivwu,ceTE &pa ()T£ oi EiC 7r(uTewr;, Oil'TO£ via{ duiv 'AfJ­
padµ. "Know therefore that the men of faith, these are 

sons of Abraham." 7rUT'T£'; is here not specifically faith in 

Jesus Christ, but, as the absence of the article suggests,and the 

context with its reference on the one hand to Abraham's faith 

in God and on the other to the faith of believers in Jesus clearly 

indicates, faith qualitatively thought of and in a sense broad 

enough to include both these forms of it. Here, as in Rom. 331ff·, 
Paul distinctly implies the essential oneness of faith, towards 

whatever expression or revelation of God it is directed. The 

preposition EiC describes source, yet not source of being-they 

do not owe their existence to faith-but source of character and 

standing, existence after a certain manner. The expression 

oi EK .,rtuTEW<;, therefore, means "those who believe and whose 

standing and character are determined by that faith"; men of 

faith in the sense of those of whose life faith is the determinative 

factor. Here appears for the first time the expression "sons of 

Abraham," which with its synonyme, "seed of Abraham," is, as 

pointed out above, the centre of the argument in chaps. 3 and 4. 

&pa marks this statement as a logical consequence of the pre­

ceding. Abraham believed God, and was on that ground 

accepted by God; therefore, the sons of Abraham are men of 

faith. The sentence itself shows that "sons of Abraham" is 

not to be taken in a genealogical, but, in the broad use of the 

term, an ethical sense. The context indicates clearly that by it 

Paul means those who are heirs of the promise made to Abra­

ham, and to be fulfilled to his seed (vv. 16, 29). 

The unexpressed premise of this argument is that men become 

acceptable to God and heirs of the promise on the same basis on which 

Abraham himself was accepted. The ground of this premise in Paul's 

mind was doubtless his conviction that God deals with all men on 
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the same moral basis; 'in other words, that there is no respect of per­

sons with God (chap. 2•; cf. Rom. 2 11 3"· " Sir. 35"). The expressed 
premise, derived from scripture, is that this basis was faith. Those 
who put forth the argument to which this was an answer would have 
accepted the apostle's definition of sons (or seed) of Abraham, and 

would probably not have directly contradicted either the expressed 

or the unexpressed premise of his argument, but would practically 
have denied the expressed premise. They had probably reached their 

conclusion, that to be sons of Abraham men must be circumcised, by 

ignoring faith as the basis of Abraham's justification, and appealing 
to the express assertion of scripture that the seed of Abraham must 
be circumcised, and that he who will not be circumcised shall be cut 

off from God's people, having broken his covenant (Gen. 17•·"). The 
apostle in turn ignores their evidence, and appeals to Gen. 15•. In 

fact the whole passage, Gen. chaps. 12-17, furnishes a basis for both 

lines of argument. The difference between Paul and his opponent is 
not in that one appealed to scripture and the other rejected it, but that 

each selected his scripture according to the bent of his own prejudice 
or experience, and ignored that which was contrary to it. 

Ramsay's explanation of v. 7 as grounded in Greek customs and 

usages respecting adoption, and as meaning that because among the 
Gentiles is found the property of Abraham, viz., his faith, therefore 

they must be his sons, since only a son can inherit property, ignores 
all the evidence that Paul is here answering judaistic arguments, and 

is, therefore, moving in the atmosphere not of Greek but of Old Tes­
tament thought, and goes far afield to import into the passage the far­

fetched notion of faith as an inheritable property of Abraham. See his 

Com. on Gal. pp. 338 ff. 

SONS OF ABRAHAM. 

It has been suggested above that in the employment of this phrase 

Paul is turning against his judaising opponents a weapon which they 

have first endeavoured to use against him, rather than himself intro­
ducing the term to the Galatians ·and founding on it an argument 

intended to appeal to their unprejudiced minds. It is in favour of this 

view that the evidence that has been left us does not indicate that it 

was Paul's habit to commend Christ to the Gentiles either on 0. T. 

grounds in general or in particular on the ground that through the 

acceptance of Jesus they would become members of the Jewish nation. 
See, e. g., the reports of his speeches in Acts, I Thes., esp. 1 1• 10 I Cor. 2 1 

Phil. 31·•. There is, indeed, an approximation to this form of argu­

ment in Rom. chaps. 4 and u. But in both these chapters the apostle 
is rebutting an argument put forth (or anticipated as likely to be put 

forth) from the side of the judaisers; chap. 4 contending that in the 
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case of Abraham there is nothing to disprove, but on the contrary 

much to establish, the principle of the justification of uncircumcised 
Gentiles through faith, and chap. r r maintaining that the purpose of 
God does not come to nought because of the rejection of Israel from 

its place of peculiar privilege, but finds fulfilment in the elect people, 

whether Jews or Gentiles. Moreover, precisely in respect to the 

Galatians do the testimonies of vv. •·• and "·" of this chapter, and 
51·•, indicate with special clearness that Paul's preaching to them and 

their acceptance of Christ had been on an independently Christian 
basis-Christ crucified, faith in him, Christian baptism, the gift of 

the Spirit manifested in charismatic powers. 

An examination of chaps. 3 and 4, moreover, reveals that Paul's 
argument here is mainly of the nature of rebuttal. Thus the recurrent 

expressions, "sons of Abraham" (3 1), "blessed with faithful Abra­

ham" (3•), "blessing of Abraham" (3"), "the covenant" and "the 
seed" (315• 17), "Abraham's seed" (3"), all of which have their basis 

in Gen. 12 and 17 (cf. Gen. 12• 17•·10), and the express quotation in 31 

of the words of Gen. 12•, all combine to indicate that the 0. T. back­

ground of the discussion is largely that furnished by Gen. chaps. 12, 17. 

But if we turn to these chapters it is at once clear not only that they 

furnish no natural basis for a direct argument to the effect that the 

Gentiles may participate in the blessing of the Abrahamic salvation 
without first becoming attached to the race of his lineal descendants, 

but that they furnish the premises for a strong argument for the 

position which Paul is here combating. Thus in Gen. 172·• there is 

repeated mention of a covenant between God and Abraham, an ever­
lasting covenant with Abraham and his seed throughout their genera­

tions, a covenant of blessing on God's part and obligation on their 

part, which he and his seed after him are to keep throughout their 

generation, and it is said: "This is my covenant which ye shall keep 
between me and you and thy seed after thee; every male among you 

shall be circumcised" (v.10) ••• "and it shall be a token of a covenant 
betwixt you and me" (v. 11). V. 12, moreover, states that this shall 

apply both to him that is born in the house and to him that is bought 

with money of any foreigner, and v." declares that "the uncircumcised 
male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that soul shall 

be cut off from his people-he bath broken my covenant." In 12', 

indeed, it is stated that in Abraham all the nations of the earth shall 

be blessed (so Paul interprets the sentence), yet there is nothing in 

this to intimate that they are to receive this blessing apart from a 

racial relation to Abraham, and chap. 17 seems to exclude such a 

thought. Indeed, it requires neither perversity nor rabbinic exegesis, 

but only a reasonable adherence to the obvious meaning of the passage, 

to find in these chapters the doctrine that God's covenant of blessing 
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was with Abraham and his seed, that none could be included in that 
covenant save those who being of the blood of Abraham were sealed 

as his seed by circumcision, or who being adopted into the nation from 
without also received the seal of circumcision, and that any who refused 

thus to receive circumcision could have no part in the people of God 

or the blessing to Abraham's seed, since they had "broken God's cov­
enant." "The covenant with Abraham," "the seed of Abraham," 

"blessed with faithful Abraham" (cf. Jub. 171• 19•••), "in Abraham 
(with an emphasis on 'in') shall all the nations of the world be 

blessed"-these are apparently the premises and stock phrases of the 

judaiser's argument-to which was doubtless added, as we can see 
from Gal. 51 ff., the obvious inference that to enjoy these blessings one 

must be circumcised, as Gen. 171 ff. says. To the judaiser, whose argu- _ 

ments Paul is answering, "seed of Abraham" meant, as to the Phari­

saic author of the book of Jubilees (see chap. 15, esp. v. 21), the circum­
cised descendant of Abraham, with whom might also be· included the 

circumcised proselyte; and to these he limited the blessing of the cove­

nant with Abraham, and so in effect the blessing of God. 
That all this would be directly contrary to Paul's position is also 

evident (cf. 51-•). It is scarcely less evident that in this third chapter, 

confronted by substantially such an argument as this, he was aiming 

to refute it from the same source from which it was drawn. This he 

does by appeal to Gen. 15•, "Abraham believed God, and it was reck­

oned to him for righteousness," which though it lay between tl?,e two 
passages which they had used, we may be sure the iudaisers had not 

quoted. On the basis of this passage he puts into their favourite 
phrases, "seed of Abraham," "blessed with Abraham," a different con­

tent from that which they had given to them, and finds for the bless­

ing with which all the nations were to be blessed a different ground 

and condition. The substitution of "sons of Abraham" for "seed of 
Abraham" contributes somewhat to that end, even if the former 

phrase, which is not in Genesis, is not original with Paul (cf. Jub. 1530). 

Affirming on the basis of Gen. 15• that the characteristic thing about 

Abraham is his faith, and taking the expression "sons of Abraham" 

in a sense by no means foreign to Semitic use of the term "son" as 

meaning those who walk in his footsteps (Rom. 412), those who are 

like him (cf. sons of God in Mt. 5" Rom. 8"), he maintains that the 
men of faith are sons of Abraham. The various arguments by which 

the apostle endeavours to substantiate this ethical definition of sons of 

Abraham as against the physical definition of the judaiser, and in 
general to show that men obtain God's blessing not by works of law, 

but by faith, are to be found in this and the following chapter. 

As concerns the apostle's method of refuting the argument of his 

opponents, it is clear that he does not resort to a grammatico-historical 
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exegesis of Genesis, chap. 17. Aside from the fact that on such a 
basis his opponents must have won, such an argument would scarcely 
have appealed to his Galatian readers. Instead, while retaining the 
terminology of the Abrahamic narrative of Genesis, as the exigencies 
of the situation and the necessity of answering the arguments of his 
opponents compelled him to do, he makes his appeal to the assertions 
of Gen. 15• that it was faith that was accounted by God as right­
eousness, and to the teaching of 0. T. as a whole concerning the basis 
of acceptance with God. Circumcision, which was the chief point of 
contention, he does not mention, perhaps because the argument of his 
opponents on this point could not be directly answered. Instead he 
discusses the larger and underlying question, what is the real nature 
of God's demands on men and the basis of acceptance with him, con­
tending that not by the fulfilment of legal statutes but by faith does 
a man become acceptable to God. How he would have dealt with 
one who admitting this central position should still have asked, "But 
is not circumcision nevertheless required by God?" these chapters do 
not show. That despite the explicit teaching of Gen. 17, he neverthe­
less did maintain not only that it is faith that justifies, but that cir­
cumcision was no longer required or, indeed, permissible among Gen­
tiles, and even went further than this and denied the authority of the 

, 0. T. statutes as such, shows that he had found some means of dis­
covering on the basis of experience what portions of 0. T. were still of 
value for the religious life. But what kind of experience he conceived 
to be necessary for this purpose, and whether that kind of experience 
specifically called by him revelation was requisite, is not by this pas-
sage indicated. · 

8. 7rpo'ioovaa 0€ ,;, ,ypacf,~ Gn EiC 'Tri<TTEW<; Ot/Cato'i Ta Wv11 o 
Bea,; 7rpOEV1J,Y"fEAUJ'aTO T<p 'Af)paaµ, lht "'Evev).o,y1101J<TOVTat ev 

CTOL 7raVTa Ta iev,,,." "And the scripture foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles on ground of faith, announced the 
gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, In thee shall all the na­
tions be blessed." This is doubtless Paul's answer to an argu­
ment put forth by the judaisers to the effect that inasmuch 
as it is in Abraham that all the nations are to be blessed, the 

Gentiles to be blessed must be in Abraham, i. e., incorpo­
rated in his descendants by circumcision. Appealing to the 
fact that Abraham was justified by faith (the particle oe con­

nects this v. with v. 7, itself deduced from v. 6), he finds the 
· ground and explanation of the promise that the Gentiles would 

be blessed in Abraham in the foreseen fact of their justification 
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by faith after the pattern of his justification. He thus converts 

the very oracle which his opponents have cited (Gen. 123) into 

an announcement, in advance, of his own doctrine that God will 

justify the Gentiles by faith. This is obviously an interpreta­

tion after the fact. For the nature of the reasoning, see fine 

print below. 

'H ypixqi~ (sing.), usually at least, denotes a particular passage of 

scripture (see Lk. 421 2 Tim. 3" and cf. note on 3"), and there is no 
reason to depart from this usage here. The passage referred to is 

Gen. 12• (cf. 181
•). The participle is causal, "because the scripture 

foresaw." Attributing foresight to the scripture is, of course, a figure 
of speech for the thought that the divine foresight is expressed in the 

scripture in question. CJ. Philo. Leg. alleg. III u8 (40), e!llwc; youv I, 

lepb; )..6yoc;. On ex 1Cla1:ewc; lltit.ixtoi, see detached notes on IIl<m; 

and ~titixt6w and notes on 2 1111·• lltit.ixtor is a present for a future (as is 

demanded by 1Cpotllouaix) in indirect discourse. The choice of the pres­

ent may be due in a measure to the feeling that what is here stated 
as then future is, in fact, a general principle, God's rule of action in 

all time. 1:d: !Ov'I) is clearly "the Gentiles," not "the nations" in­

clusively, since it is the former whose justification is under discussion. 
Had he meant to employ an inclusive phrase covering the Gentiles, 

he must have taken over the full phrase 1Co:nix 1:d: !Ov'I) from the quo­

tation, where it has the more inclusive sense, f0v'I) meaning "nations." 
1Cpoeu'l)yye)..laix1:o, found neither elsewhere in N. T. nor in the Lxx or 

Apocr., but in Philo, Opif. mund. 34 (9); Mutat. nom. 158 (29); Schol. 

Soph. Track. 335 (cf. Th. s.11., and Sief. ad loc.), is probably to be taken 
here specifically in the sense "announced the gospel"; this meaning 

accords with the usual N. T. usage of e~ixyyeAtov and its cognates, and 

with the fact that what Paul here represents as fore-announced, !ht, 

etc., is that which was to him the distinctive and central message of 

the e~ixyyi!Atov. 

The quotation follows the Lxx of Gen. 12•, but for 1Caaixt ixl qiu)..ix! 

substitutes 1Co:nix 1:d: lflv'I) of Gen. 181•, doubtless for the purpose of 

bringing in the word IOV'I), which Paul desires because of its current 

use in the sense of Gentiles. For a similar reason tjc; yi); found in 

both passages is omitted. No violence is, however, thereby done to 

the meaning of the passage, since what is true of all the families (or 
nations) of the earth is, of course, true of the Gentiles. But in follow­

ing the Lxx with the passive iveu)..oy'l)O~aov1:ixt the apostle has prob­

ably missed the meaning of the Hebrew, which is, "In thee shall all 

the families of the earth bless themselves," i. e., shall make thee the 

standard of blessing, saying, "May God bless us as he blessed Abra-
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ham." He doubtless takes iv in its causal, basal sense, meaning "on 
the basis of what he is or has done," and interprets it as having ref­

erence to his faith. By virtue of his faith and the establishment in 
connection with it of the principle of justification by faith a blessing is 

conferred on all the Gentiles, since to them also faith is possible. Whether 
the apostle has specifically in mind here the fact that Abraham, when 

he believed and had his faith accounted as righteousness, was himself 
uncircumcised and, therefore, himself a "Gentile" (as in Rom. 410, 11) 

is doubtful. There is no reference to that aspect of the matter. 

Paul's discovery in the language of Gen. 12' of the fact that God will 
justify the Gentiles on ground of faith, and that, therefore, this state­

ment is a pre-evangelic announcement of the gospel (of justification 

by faith) is not, of course, based on a verbal exegesis of the sentence 
as it stands either in Heh. or Lxx. The language itself and alone 

will sustain neither his view nor that which we have above supposed 

the judaisers to have found in it. But the effort to discover a more 
definite meaning than the words themselves conveyed was on both 

sides legitimate. The passage meant to the original author more 
than its words simply as words expressed. The phrase av aol, in par­

ticular, is a condensed and ambiguous expression which calls for closer 
definition. The judaiser doubtless found the basis of his view in a 

genealogical sense of sv, reinforced by Gen. 17•·14_ Paul may have 

based his interpretation in part on the context of Gen: 12•. In its ref­
erence to Abraham's response to the divine command to leave his 

father's house and go out-into another land (see Heh. 11• for evidence 

that this act of Abraham was in Paul's day accounted one of faith and 
cf. v.• for evidence that Paul had that phase of it in mind here) he may 

have found ground for interpreting sv aol as meaning, "in thee, be­

cause by this exercise of faith in God thou hast given occasion to the 

establishment and announcement of the principle that God's approval 
and blessing are upon those that believe." If this principle is estab­

lished in Abraham's case it follows not only that the blessing that the 
Gentiles are to receive is divine acceptance, but that such acceptance 

is on ground of faith. Secondly, he may have found in the fact that 
the blessing was extended to all the nations evidence of the fact that 

it was not to be bestowed on the basis of the law, since the Gentiles 

were not under the law. Yet this reasoning would be precarious, since 

it was easy to reply that Gen. 17 made it clear that the nations could 

partake in the Abrahamic blessing only in case they joined the seed 

of Abraham by circumcision. Thirdly, he may have reasoned that 

the oracle ought to be interpreted in view of the fact, to him well 

established by his own observation, that God was accepting Gentiles 

on the basis of faith without works of law in general or circumcision in 

particular. This consideration doubtless had great weight with him, 
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and was probably the decisive one. It must be remembered, of course, 
that he is not so much proving by original argument that his doctrine 
is sustained by scripture as refuting the argument of his opponents 

that the scripture sustains their view. 

9. ll,u-re oi EiC 7r{(]'TEW'> euXo,yovv-ra, avv T<p 'TT'WT<p 'A/3padµ. 

"So that the men of faith are blessed with the faithful (believ­

ing) Abraham." A definite statement of what Paul wishes to 
prove by his previous argument. The emphasis is on oi e,c 
'1T'(<J'7'EW'> as against ol 7repiTeTµ'T'Jµho,, or ol e~ lp,ywv vdµov, of 

whom the judaisers affirmed that they only could inherit the 

blessings of the promise made to Abraham. That he here says 

"blessed with . . • Abraham" instead of "justified" is doubt­

less due to the fact that he is still using the language of his 
opponents. Note the similarity of this verse to v. 7 and com­

pare notes on that v. "Blessed with Abraham" is clearly 

equivalent to "sons of Abraham." By the addition of the 

word 'TT'UTT<p (cf. Jub. 1718 198•9) the apostle reminds his read­
ers that the important thing about Abraham is the fact of 

his faith. No undue stress must be laid on the use of avv 

instead of the ev of the quotation. It may have been his oppo­

nents' form of expression; but it was, in any case, congenial 

to his own thought. It is his constant contention that they 

who inherit the blessing promised to Abraham must do so on 

the same basis on which he was blessed, viz., faith, and in that 

sense "with" him. A reference to the fact that all who should 

afterwards exercise faith were in the blessing of Abraham pro­

leptically blessed, eu).o,yovvTai being in that case a historical 

present, is less probable because euXo,y. seems obviously to refer 

to the same fact as lvevXo,y. of the quotation, and because to 

express this thought unambiguously would have required an 

aorist. 

The adjective 'ltta,:tj> is manifestly to be taken in its active sense, as 

is required by b:!anuaev of v. •. See Th. s. 11. 2 and esp. Eph. 1 1• The 
English word "believing" would more exactly express its meaning, 

but would obscure the relation between this word and Ix 'lt!anw,;. 

The translation, "Those that believe are blessed with believing Abra­

ham," is in some respects better but does not do full justice to ol ex 
'lt!anw,;. See note on v. 1• 
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3. Counter-argument that those whose standing is fixed 

by works of law are by the logic of the legalists under 

a curse, the curse of the law,· yet that their logic is 

perverse, for 0. T. teaches that men are justified by 

faith, and from the curse of the law Christ redeemed 

us when he died on the cross (310-14). 

The apostle now carries his attack directly into the camp 
of the enemy, contending on the basis of passages frorn Deut. 
and Lev. that those who claim on the basis of scripture that 
justification is by law must on the same basis admit that the 
actual sentence of law is one of condemnation; but maintaining 
that their contention is unjustified, since the scripture itself 
affirms that the righteous man shall live by faith, and declar­
ing that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, in order 
that on the Gentiles might come the blessing of Abraham (not 
by law but by faith). 

1°For as many as are of works of law are under a curse. For it 

is written, "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all the things 

that are written in the book of the law to do them." 11And that no 

man is justified in law before God, is evident, because, "The 

righteous man shall live by faith"; 12and the law is not of faith; but, 

"He that doeth them shall live in them." 13Christ delivered us 

from the curse of the law, becoming a curse for us, because it is 

written, "Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree "; 14that upon 

the Gentiles might come the blessing of Abraham in Jesus Christ; 

that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

10. "Ouoi ,yap €~ eprywv POJJ,OV dulv inro 1'aTdpav elu(v, 

"For as many as are of works of law are under a curse." By 
this sentence the apostle introduces a new weapon for the refu­
tation of his opponents, an argument e contrario by which he 
seeks to prove that instead of men being blessed by coming 

under law they must, according to their own premises, come 
under a curse. There might have been prefixed to it the words 

of 421 : "Tell me, ye that desire to be under law, do ye not hear 
· the law?" The word voµ,ov is, as always in the phrase eprya 

110µ,ov, used in its legalistic sense (see on 219), and Guo, e~ 
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lprywv vdµ.ov are not ol '1T'Ot1JTa~ vdµ.ov, of whom Paul says in 

Rom. 2 13 that they will be justified, but men whose standing 
and character proceed from (e,c) works of legalistic obedience 

to statutes. inro ,caTapav is a qualitative phrase, equivalent to 

[em],caTdpaTo~. While this sentence undoubtedly represents 

the apostle's real conviction, in the sense that a man who has 

only works of law and not faith to commend him to God will 

actually fail of the divine approval (cf. 216), yet it is most im­

portant for the purposes of its interpretation to notice that 

this is not what it is intended to affirm, but rather that the 
principle of legalism (which he contends is not the basis of 

God's actual judgment of men) leads logically to universal con­

demnation, by bringing all under the condemnation of the law. 

This appears clearly from the fact that the sentence by which 
he supports the assertion (see below) is one which does not 

express the apostle's own conviction as to the basis of God's 

judgment of men, but the verdict of the law. The curse of 

which the verse speaks is not the curse of God, but as Paul 
expressly calls it in v. 13, the curse of the law. 

ryerypa'TT'Tat ,yap cfrt "'Em,caTdpaTO~ 'TT'QS a~ OVIC eµµevet 

'1T'Q,<J"£V Toi~ ryerypaµµevoi~ ev T<p f]ifJ)d<p TOV voµov TOV '1T'0£T/CTat 

avTa." "For it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth 

not in all the things that are written in the book of the law to 

do them." The quotation is from Deut. 2726, with variations 

that do not materially affect the sense, viz., the omission of 
av0pf.lYTT'~ after 7rci,~, and of ev (which, however, many Western 

and Syrian authorities insert) before 'TT'OOLV and the substitution 
of ryerypaµµevot~ ev T<p f]i{At<p TOV voµ.ov for Mryot~ TOV voµov 

TOV'TOV, and of avTa for avTOW. The unexpressed premise of 

the argument, necessary to make this passage prove the· pre­

ceding proposition, is that no one does, in fact, continue in all 

the things that are written in the book of the law to do them. 

This is not quite identical with the expressed proposition of 

Rom. 39
, this being a legalistic, that an ethical, affirmation; 

but the failure which the apostle here assumes may neverthe­

less be precisely in the moral requirements of the law. 

It is of capital im.por.tance for the understanding of the apos-
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tle's argument to observe that the sentence which he here 
quotes does not at all express his own conception of the basis 

of God's judgment, but a verdict of law. This sentence, though 
stated negatively, implies the corresponding affirmative, viz., 

that he who faithfully performs all the things written in the 

book of the law lives thereby, and this is actually so stated as 

the principle of law in v.12 : "He that doeth them shall live 

in them." That this is the principle of God's action towards 

men, Paul expressly denies both directly and indirectly: directly 

in the immediately following v., as also before in 2 16 ; indirectly 

in that he declares in vv. 16•18 that the principle of faith estab­

lished under Abraham was not displaced by the subsequent 

incoming of law, law having for its function not to justify 

men, but to increase transgression. It is necessary, therefore, 
throughout the passage, to distinguish between the verdicts of 

law and the judgments of God, and to recognise that the former 

are, for Paul, not judgments which reflect God's attitude now or 

at any time or under any circumstances, but those which the 

legalist must, to his own undoing, recognise as those of the law 

interpreted as he interprets it, and which on the basis of his 

legalism he must impute to God. Those that are of works of 

law are under the curse of the law, ·which falls on all who do 

not fully satisfy its requirements. This being so, Paul argues, 

the assumption of the legalist that the law is the basis of the 

divine· judgment involves the conclusion that all men are ac~ 

cursed, and must be false. On the harmony of this position 

with the apostle's belief that the law is of God, see in detached 

note on Noµo~, pp. 451 ff., and comment on v. 22b below. 
11. ~TL Oe EP voµrp otioei~ ou,aiofh-a, 7rapa. T<p 0e<F, O?}Xov, 

"And that no one is justified in law before God is evident." 

Se introduces an additional argument for the position main­

tained in v.10. voµrp is manifestly in the legalistic sense; on the 

force of ev,see on 2 17• 7rapa. T<p 0e<F, is a most significant element 

of the sentence. By it tb,e apostle makes clear that as over 

against the verdict of law set forth in the preceding sentence 

he is now speaking of the actual attitude of God. CJ. notes 

on v.10• 
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That the clause preceding oij">,,ov is the subject of the propo­
sition oi}Mv e<rTt, and the following clause the proof of it, 

rather than the reverse, which is grammatically possible, is 

proved by the fact that the following clause is a quotation from 

0. T., and, therefore, valuable for proof of the apostle's as­

sertion while not itself requiring to be proved. 
8Tt "'O o/,ea~ J,e 1rt<rTEW'> t~rreTat," "because, The righteous 

man shall live by faith." On the use of Gn, see on 8n ... 
oij}..ov above. In the quotation from H::ib. 2 4 the apostle finds 

an affirmation of his own doctrine of justification by faith. 
The particular sense which the words bore for Paul and which 

he intended them to convey to his readers is undoubtedly to 

be determined rather by Pauline usage in general, and by the 

part which the sentence plays in the apostle's argument, than 
by the meaning which the original Heb. had for the prophet. 

By these considerations o o{,eaio<; is shown to be a forensic 

rather than an ethical term, the man approved of God, rather 

than the morally righteous; 7r{rrTEW'> bears its usual active 

sense, required by the context, "faith." t~rreTat, "shall live," 
refers either to the obtaining of eternal life (cf. Rom. 86, 10, 11, 13) 

as the highest good and goal to which justification looks, or, by 
metonymy, to justification itself. It is justification, in any 

case, that is chiefly in mind. CJ. the other instances of quota­

tion from 0. T., in which the word occurs (v.12 Rom. 1 17 105). 

The terms o{,eaw<; and t~rrETat thus combine to express the 

idea of divine approval, and the sentence in effect means, " It 

is by faith that he who is approved of God is approved (and 

saved)." CJ. Rom. 1 17, where the same passage is quoted and 

the context requires the same meaning. On the relation of 

this meaning to the original sense of Hab. 24, see below. 

For defence of the view that l;iiaE't0Ct refers to "life," but, as alv.-ays 
when Paul speaks of life, to physical life, see Kabisch, Eschatologie du 

Paulus, pp. 521J. , · 
The Hebrew of Hab. 2• reads: iti;i~ '{llltl~,~ i'':!!), The Lxx read: li 

lll llllt0C10<; t,i. 'ltla'tE@<; 11-ou /;fiaH011. l"liltl~ signifies "faithfulness," "stead­

fastness," "integrity." The prophet confronted by the apparent 

triumph of the wicked Babylonian nation over Israel affirms his con-
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viction that in the end righteous Israel will for her steadfastness 
prosper. The use of the passage with the active sense of 'lt!a'tt<;; in­

volves no radical perversion of its meaning, since faith in this sense 

might easily be conceived to be an ingredient or basis of faithfulness. 
Yet there is no definite evidence that Paul arrived at the active 

meaning by such an inferential process. It is, perhaps, quite as 

likely that he took the passage at what was for him the face value of 
the Lxx translation. 

12. o oe voµor:; ov" ecr1w e" 7r{cr-rewr:;, "and the law is not 

of faith." That is, the principles of legalism and of faith are 

mutually exclusive as bases of justification. It would have 

been formally more exact to have used o voµor:; and;, 7r{crnr:; or 

e~ eprywv voµov and '" 7r{crTEW<:;. But with essential clearness 
the apostle employs in the predicate the prepositional phrase 

that was the watchword of the one doctrine, though for the 

other he had used in the subject a nominative in preference 

to the grammatically harsh prepositional expression. By this 

assertion the apostle excludes the thought of compromise be­

tween the two principles. Faith is one thing, legalism another, 

and as bases of justification they can not be combined. No 

doubt there were those who sought to combine them, admitting 

that justification was by faith, but ·claiming that obedience to 

law was nevertheless requisite to salvation; as a modern Chris­

tian will affirm that religion is wholly a spiritual matter, yet 

feel that he is surer of salvation if he has been baptised. 

a),:>.: "'0 7r0t~crar:; av-ra ,~CTETat ev av-roir:;.'' "but, He that 

doeth them shall live in them." The a'A'Aa marks the antithesis 

between this statement of 0. T. (Lev. 186
), which the apostle 

takes as a statement of the principle of legalism, and the possi­

bility just denied that this principle and that of faith might 

somehow be reconciled or reduced to one. One must mentally 

supply after a'A'A' "the law says.'' Thus to the principle of 

legalism stated in its negative form in v.10 and set over against 

the quotation from Habakkuk with its affirmation of the prin­

ciple of faith, the apostle adds an assertion of the principle of 

legalism in its positive form, also taken like that in v. 10 from 

Q. T. On the point of view from which the apostle thus quotes 
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0. T. for both doctrines, see on v.10
, and more fully in tine print 

below. 
13. XptU'TO'; -fJ µas e~11ryopauev EiC 'T'YJ<; tcaTa,pa<; TOV voµov 

"Christ delivered us from the curse of the law." "The curse 
of the law" here spoken of can consistently with the context 

be none other than that which is spoken of in v.10, viz., the 

curse which the legalistic passages of 0. T. pronounce on those 

who do not perfectly obey its statutes. As pointed out above 

on v.10, this is not the judgment of God. To miss this fact is 
wholly to misunderstand Paul. But if the curse is not an 

expression of God's attitude towards men, neither is the deliver­

ance from it a judicial act in the sense of release from penalty, 

but a release from a false conception of God's attitude, viz., 

from the belief that God actually deals with men on a legalistic 

basis. The work here ascribed to Christ is, therefore, of the 

same nature as that spoken of in Rom. 321t1,, and there said to 

be accomplished by Christ in his death, viz., a revelation of the 

way of achieving acceptance with God, a demonstration of 

the divine character and attitude towards men. 

The verb e~oryop&l;w, found in late writers only from the Lxx 
(Dan. 2• only) down, is used in two senses: ( 1) "to buy up," or, figurative­
ly, "to secure" (by adroitness): Diod. Sic. 36. 2•; and (2) "to redeem, to 
deliver at cost of some sort to the deliverer." The middle occurs once 
in Eph. and once in Col. in the former sense in the phrase i!~ocyop&:l;ea8011 

-tbY xoccp6v. The active occurs in the same sense in Dan. 21• The 
active is_ found in the second sense in Gal. 4•, Yvoc -to~~ u'ltb v6(1.ou 

i!~ocyop&:ayi. The meaning here is evidently the same as in 4•, "to de­
liver, to secure release for one," probably with the implication conveyed 
in the etymological sense of the word (the simple verb liyop&:l;w means 
"to buy," and is frequently used in this sense in the Lxx) that such de­

liverance involves cost of some kind (effort, suffering, or loss) to him 
who effects it. The question to whom the price is paid is irrelevant, 
unless demanded by the context, intruding into later usage of the word 
an idea left behind in its earlier development. 

It requires no argument to show that in the phrase ,!:i,; "ti)~ xocwpoc~ 

-toO Y6(1.ou the apostle has in mind some phase, aspect, or conception 
of the law of God, not civil law or law in an inclusive sense of the 
word. It has been maintained above that he refers to law legalisti­
cally understood, and to deliverance from the curse which God is 
falsely supposed to pronounce upon men on the basis of such a law. 
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In support ot this interpretation and against the view, that the law here 
spoken of is law in any other sense of the word (see detached note on 

N6µo~, esp. V 2a, b, c, d), or that the deliverance is the forgiveness of 
the individual, are the following considerations. 

(a) Throughout this passage Paul is speaking of law legalistically 

understood, law as a body of statutes for failure to obey any of which 
men are under a curse. This is especially clear in vv.1•-11 (q. 11.). In 

the phrase i<.a:i;cxpoc i;ou v6.-.ou itself there is, indeed, no insuperable 

obstacle to taking v6t,Lo~ in the abstract-historical sense (cf. Rom. 211, 

and detached note on N6µo~ V 2 b), and understanding by it the con­
demnation which God actually pronounces upon those who not simply 

fall short of perfect obedience to the statutes of the law, but hold down 
the truth in iniquity (Rom. 111), who disobey the truth and obey 

iniquity (28), who though they may be hearers of the law are not doers 

of it (211). l<.Gli't"cxpoc would in that case represent substantially the idea 

expressed by 6pyii in Rom. 1 1• 2•, to which it is practically equivalent. 
Nor is an abrupt change to law in another sense in itself impossible. 
It might easily occur if the change of sense were made evident, as it is 

in Rom. 3" and in various other passages, or if the argument were 
such and the two meanings so related that the logic of the passage 

would be but little affected, whether the meaning be retained or 
changed, as in Rom. 2 12, 13• But in the present passage these condi­

tions do not exist. The continuity and . validity of the argument 

depend on the word in the present verse meaning the sam,e as in the 
preceding verses. Indeed, there is no place in the whole chapter for 

a change in the meaning or reference of the word v6µo~. Yet, it must 
also be recognised that the law of which the apostle speaks is not legal­

ism in the abstract, but a concrete historical reality. It came four 

hundred and thirty years after Moses (v.17); its fundamental principle 
is expressed in a definite passage of Q_ T_ (v. 10). 

(b) The tense of the verb i~'l)"(6pa:aev is itself an argument for tak­

ing the deliverance referred to not as an often repeated individual 
experience but as an epochal event. But there are other more decisive 
considerations. Thus (i) it is achieved by Christ on the cross; (ii) its 

primary effect is in relation to the Jews; for the use of the article with 
v6.-.ou in v. 1•, excluding a qualitative use of the noun, and the antithesis 

of iJµiic; in v. 11 to ,;a i6111J in v. ", necessitate referring the former pri­

marily to the Jews; and (iii) the purpose of the redemptive act is to 

achieve a certain result affecting the Gentiles as a class. These facts 

combine to indicate that the apostle is speaking not, e. g., of the for­

giveness of the individual, his release from the penalty of his sins, but 
of a ·result once for all achieved in the death of Christ on the cross. 

It is, therefore, of the nature of the !i~o)..ui;pwatc; of Rom. 3" rather 

tha.n of the AU'l'pwa1c; of I Pet. 1 11• 
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But the fact that the deliverance is an epochal evenfconfirms our judg­
ment that it is law in a legalistic sense that is here referred to. Con­

demnation for failure to fulfil law in the ethical sense is not abol­
ished by the death of Christ. CJ. chap. 513tr. Rom. 2 1• 10 81·•. Nor 

can the reference be to the law as a historic regime, the Mosaic system 
as such. For though Rom. 10• might be interpreted as meaning that 
Christ is the end of the law in this sense, and though the apostle un­

doubtedly held that those who believe in Christ are not under obliga­
. tion to keep the statutes of the Law of Moses as such, yet (i) release 

from obligation to obey statutes is not naturally spoken of as release 

from the curse of the law, and (ii) the idea of the abolition of statutes 
is foreign to this context. It remains, therefore, to take the term in 

its legalistic sense, yet as referring to an actual historically existent 

system. 
Yet the release from the curse of the law can not be the abolition of 

legalism in the sense that the divine government before Christ having 
been on a legalistic basis is henceforth of a different character. Against 

any interpretation that makes the curse of the law a divine condem­
nation of men on grounds of legalism, in force from Moses to Christ, 

it is a decisive objection that the apostle both elsewhere and in this 
very chapter insists that God had never so dealt with men, but that 

the principle of faith established before law was not set aside by it 
(see esp. v."). 

Neither can we suppose that Paul, though admitting that legalism 
had historic existence in the 0. T. period and concrete expression in 
0. T., denied to it all value and authority, as if, e. g., it were a work of 

the devil. For he elsewhere declares that the law is holy and righteous 

and good (Rom. 7") and in this chap. (vv."1.) implies that it had its 

legitimate divinely appointed function. Exalting the older principle 

of faith above the later law, the apostle yet sees value and legitimacy 

in both. 

The only explanation that meets these conditions is that in the his­
toric legalism of 0. T. Paul saw a real but not an adequate disclosure 

of the divine thought and will, one which when taken by itself and 

assumed to be complete gave a false notion of God's attitude towards 

men. 

The curse of the law is the verdict of a reality, of the law isolated 
from the rest of the 0. T. revelation. But so isolated it expressed, 

according to Paul, not the truth but a fraction of it; for the law, he held, 

was never given full possession of the field, never set aside the pre­

viously revealed principle of faith (317). Its function was never that 
of determining the standing of men with God. The curse of the law 
was, therefore, an actual curse in the sense that it expressed the ver­

dict of legalism, but not in the sense that he on whom it fell was ac-
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cursed of God. It was a disclosure of the status of a man on a basis 
of merit estimated by actual achievement, not of God's attitude towards 
him. The latter, Paul maintained, was determined by other than 
legalistic considerations, by his faith (v.•), by his aspiration, his striv­
ing, the fundamental character of his life and conduct (Rom. 2•·11). 

But if this is the meaning of the phrase, "the curse of the law," and 
if deliverance from it was an epochal event accomplished by the death 
of Christ on the cross, it must have been achieved through the reve­
latory value of the event, by that which God through that event 
revealed; and this either in the sense that God thereby announced the 
end of that system of legalism which in the time of Moses came in to 
achieve a temporary purpose, or in that he thereby revealed his own 
attitude towards men, and so gave evidence that legalism never was 
the basis of hisjud,gment of men. It is the first of these thoughts that 
Paul has apparently expressed in Rom. ro•, and it is not impossible 
here. Yet it is more consonant both with the fact that Paul speaks 
of deliverance from the curse of the law rather than from the law, and 
with what follows (see below on yev6µ.evo,; ••• )(.(l't"cxpix, etc.) to sup­

pose that, as in Rom. 3"• " 5•, he is speaking of a disclosure of the un­
changed and unchangeable attitude of God. 

If, indeed, and in so far as the law is thought of as brought to an 
end, it is probably in the sense that this results from the revelation 
of God's character rather than by anything like a decree in terms abolish­
ing it. This is also not improbably the thought that underlies Rom. ro•. 

"fEPOµ,EPO<; inrep ~µ,wv /CaTdpa, '!becoming a curse for us." 

,caTdpa, literally "a curse," "an execration," "an expression or 

sentence of reprobation" (as in the preceding clause and v.10
), 

is evidently here used by metonymy, since a person can not 

become a curse. in a literal sense. Such metonymy is common 

in Paul. CJ. the use of 'TT'EptToµ,~ for the circumcised, and 
/:ucpof)vcn(a for Gentiles in 2 7• 9 and Rom. 330• CJ. also 1 Cor. 1

30
, 

"who became wisdom to us from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption"; but esp. 2 Cor. 521
: "Him who 

knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf (117rep ~µ,wv), that 

we might become righteousness of God in him." As there 
aµ,apT(a stands in a sense for aµ,dpTWAO<; and Ot/Cato<TVP1] for 

o{,cawr;, so doubtless here /CaTapa stands for [em]ICaTdpaTO<; 

as the em,caTdpaTor; in the following quotation also suggests. 

More important is the fact, which the close connection with the 
phrase €/C Tfj<; tcaTapar; TOV voµ,ov indicates, that tcaTapa here 
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refers to a curse of the law, which, as we have seen above, is not 

to be understood as a curse of God. 7evdµ,ev~ is probably a 

participle of means, the whole phrase expressing the method 
by which Christ redeemed us from the curse. V'Trep -l,µC,v 

means "on our behalf." It can not be pressed to mean "in our 
place" (avn'). See,further on 13

, wep 'TroP aµap-ri&v ;,µ&v. 

Precisely in what sense and how Christ came under the curse 

of the law, and how this availed to deliver us from that curse, 
must appear from a consideration of the quotation by which 

Paul supports his affirmation. 

The foll<;>wing are conceivable meanings of the phrase -yev6µevo<; 

.. xix~cl:pix, taken by itself: (1) Christ became a curse in that he was 

the object of divine reprobation, personally an object of divine dis­
approval. (2) He became the actual object of divine reprobation 

vicariously, enduring the penalty of others' sins. (3) He experienced 

in himseif God's wrath against sinners, not as himself the object of 

divine wrath, but vicariously and by reason of his relation to men. 

(4) He was the object of human execration-cursed by men. In this 
case -yev6µevo<; would be a participle not of means, but of accompany­

ing circumstance, the phrase suggesting the cost at which Jesus re­
deemed us from the curse of the law. How he did so would be left 
entirely unsaid. (5) He fell under the curse of the law, not of God or 

of men. The first of these five interpretations is easily excluded by its 
utter contrariety to Paul's thought about God's attitude towards -Christ 

and the righteousness of his judgments. The second, though often 
affirmed, is not sustained by any unambiguous language of the apostle. 

The third is probably quite consistent with the apostle's thought. As 

in 2 Cor. 521 he says that "him who knew no sin he made to be sin 

for us, that we might become righteousness of God in him," not mean­

ing that Christ actually became sinful, but that by reason of his rela­

tion to.men he experienced in himself the consequences of sin, so by 

this language he might mean that Jesus by reason of his sympathetic 

relation with men experienced in himself the curse of God upon men for 

their sin. But there is no expression of this thought in the context, 

and it is, on the whole, inharmonious with the meaning of the word 
=~cl:pix throughout the passage.· · The fourth is equally possible in 

itself, but, like all the preceding, is open to the objection that it does 
not, as the context suggests, make the curse that of the law. The 

fifth, though without support in any other passage of the apostle's 

writings, is most consonant with the context, if not actually required 
by it. 
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/fr, rye,ypa'TT'-ra,, "'E'TT'uea-rdpa-ror:; 'TT'ar:; o ,cpeµdµevor:; ml ~v">,,ov," 

"because it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 

tree." The quotation, from Deut. 2123, is introduced to sup­
port the statement that Christ became a curse, not that he 

thereby "delivered us from the curse of the law," or that it 

was "for us." The original passage refers to the body of a 

criminal which, after the man had been put to death, was 

hanged upon a tree. In such a case it is said, "Thou shalt 

surely bury him the same day; for he that is hanged is the 

curse of God, that thou defile not thy land which the Lord thy 

God giveth thee for an inheritance." Between this passage 

and the fact of which the apostle is speaking there seems to 
be only a superficial connection. On the question whether the 

apostle found a more real connection, see below. 

Deut. 21", which in the Lxx reads !In xeltat't'l)pci~avoc; bii:o Oeou 11:iic; 

xpe11,a~avoc; e,d ~u)..ou, may be supposed to furnish support to Paul's 

previous statement that Christ became a curse for us in several ways: 
(1) -yev6~evoc; xix't&:pix being understood to have any of the first three 

meanings suggested above, the 0. T. passage may be quoted purely 
for its verbal resemblance to the assertion which the apostle has made; 

there is manifestly nothing in its real meaning to support the assertion 

that Christ, who died not for his own sins but as an innocent man, 

came in any sense under the curse of God. Its use for this purpose 

would be verbalism pure and simple. (2) If -yev6~evoc; lt<X't&:pix be 

supposed to refer to the reprobation of men, the passage may be used 
to explain that reprobation, men naturally looking upon one who died 

the death of a criminal as actually such and under the curse of God. 

(3) If xix't&:pix refers to the curse of the law, then the quotation may be 

understood to define precisely how and in what sense he became a 
curse of the law. Inasmuch as the law affirms that whoever is hanged 

on a tree is accursesl, and Jesus died on the cross, he falls under this 
verdict and the curse of the law. But inasmuch as this verdict is 

manifestly false and monstrous, in it the law does not so much con­

demn Christ as itself, and thereby, since false in one it may be so in 

all, it emancipates us from the fear of its curse. Or, (4), with somewhat 

less of literalism lt!X't&:pix may be supposed to refer to the curse of the 

law, the 0. T. quotation, however, being cited not solely with refer­

ence to the fact of hanging on the tree, but to all that the crucifixion 

represents. Law and he who takes his stand on law, must say that 

Christ, having died on the cross, is a sinner-i. e., that under law no 

one could come to such a death who was not himself guilty of sin-as 
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vividly the law says in the words of the quotation. But in that verdict 

of legalism it condemns itself, and in the fact that Christ the righteous 
died the death of the cross it is evident that the government of God is 

not one of legalism, but of love and of vicarious suffering, the righteous 

for the wicked. 
Of these various interpretations the last two alone comport with the 

fact that it is the curse of the law of which Paul is speaking throughout 
the passage, and the last is preferable because more consonant with 

the fact that for Paul generally the cross signifies not the outward fact 
that Jesus died by crucifixion or on a tree, but all that the fact stood 

for as a revelation of God and the principles of his dealings with men. 

See 1 Cor. 1 17• 11• ••. So understood, the quotation serves the same 
purpose as those in vv.10• ", viz., to show the impossible position in 
which the logic of legalism lands its advocates. The argument is 

akin, also, to that of 2 21, in that it uses the fact of the death of Christ to 

refute the legalist, Paul there saying that legalism makes that death 
needless, here that it proves Christ accursed. The oinission of u11:b Oeoii 

is probably due, as Ltft. suggests, to a shrinking of the apostle from 
the suggestion that Christ was the object of God's reprobation. 

If both the latter interpretations be rejected because it seems impos­

sible that under these words there lies so much thought not directly 
expressed (though this objection will hold against any interpretation 

that seeks to ascertain the real thought of the apostle) our choice of a 
substitute would probably be among the following combinations of 

views already separately objected to: (1) The curse of the law may be 

supposed to be a real curse, the death on the cross a penal expiation of 
it, and the 0. T. passage a proof of its penal character. The serious 

objection to this interpretation is not that the 0. T. passage is related 
to the fact which it is supposed to sustain in a purely verbal and 

external way, for in view of 3"• 20 and 4" (on which, however, see the 
possibility that these are early scribal glosses) it can not be assumed 

that Paul was incapable of such a use of scripture, but that in making 

the curse of the law a real curse (of God) this interpretation makes the 

apostle directly contradict the very proposition which he is maintain­

ing in this chapter, viz., that men are not judged by God on a basis of 

legalism. Or (2) we may suppose that the phrase "the curse of the 

law" bears the meaning required by the context, but that after the 

first clause of v." the apostle abandons thought for words, and seeks 
to substantiate his assertion that Christ redeemed us from the curse 

of the law by affirming that Christ took upon him the curse of our 

sin, and that he sustains this statement by an O. T. passage which 

supports it in sound but not in sense. As in the preceding case, the 
real difficulty of the interpretation lies in the method of reasoning 
which it imputes to Paul. Having in Xp1a,;6, ••• v611,ou affirmed 
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our release from the curse of the law, according to this interpretation 
he substantiates this statement by affirming that Christ became a 
curse in a quite different sense of the words, and one really remote 
from the context. That the scripture that he quotes supports this 
statement only in appearance is a secondary matter. It remains to 
consider as a final possibility (3) the view that the apostle follows 
up his affirmation that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
not with proof or explanation, but with a statement intended to sug­
gest the c;ost at which he achieved the deliverance of men from the 
curse of the law, rav6,uvo,; ••• ~ixpcc, referring to the reprobation 

of Christ by men. CJ. Heb. 12•; see (4) on p. 172. The 0. T. 
passage then explains why the death on the cross led men, to look on 
him with reprobation as one accursed. To this interpretation the 
only serious objection is that the transition from the idea "cursed by 
the law" to "cursed by men" is expressed only negatively, and it 
would seem inadequately, by the absence of any limiting phrase after 
ltce't"<X?cc; the omission of the O'lto 8eou of the Lxx naturally implies the 
carrying forward of a reference to the law. In order of probability 
this view stands next after the fourth in the preceding list. 

The choice between interpretations must be made, not on the ground 
that one does and the other does not supply unexpressed elements of 
thought, or that one does and the other does not take O. T. scripture 
in its historic sense, but on the answer to the question whether it is more 
consistent with the apostle's usual methods of thinking to argue illogi­
cally, dealing in words rather than thoughts, or to express reasonably 
consistent thought in brief and obscure language. 

14. Tva ek TO, 10v-,, /j eif'A.o,yta 'TOV 'A(3paaµ, ,yePrJ'Tat EP 

•1,,,uoii Xpunrp, "that upon the Gentiles might come the bless­

ing of Abraham in Jesus Christ." In this clause and the fol­

lowing one the apostle states the purpose not of any of the sub­

ordinate elements of v.13
, but of the whole fact, especially the 

principal element, e~rJ'Yopauev •.. -roii voµ,ov. By /j ev>..o,yta 
-roii 'A{:Jpadµ, must be understood, in the light of vv. 8• 9, the bless­

ing of justification by faith, which, according to Paul's inter­

pretation of Gen. 123 (cj. Gen. 284
), was promised beforehand 

to the Gentiles, and which they shared with him. This blessing 

came to the Gentiles in Jesus Christ in that it was through him 

that the purpose of God to accept men by faith was revealed, 

and that through faith in him they enter into actual participa­

tion in the blessing. 
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e!,; is probably to be taken as marking its object as the destination 
of a movement. CJ. I Thes. 1•. In iv 'l1Jaou Xpta-t"ijl the preposition 
is doubtless used in its basal sense; cJ. on 2 17• 

'Ev 'I1Jaou Xpta-cijl is the reading of NB Syr. (psh.) Aeth., most 
authorities reading iv X. 'I. The facts stated in the textual note on 
211 with reference to the tendency of the mss., together with the high 
authority of NB, leave no room for doubt that ev Xp1a-cijl 'l1Jaou is a 
corruption due to assimilation of the text to the usual form. CJ. the 
other instances of NB and secondary authorities against the other 

uncials in 37• 10 410
• •• S" 610

• 

fva T-rJII E'TT'Ql'f"fEX{ap TOV 'TT'IIEVµaTO<; Xd{Jwµev oia Tijr; 'TT'UTTEW<;. 

"that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith." T'TJ" E'TT'aryryEX{a11 Tov 'TT'PEvµaTor; is a metonymic phrase 

meaning the promised Spirit. CJ. Lk. 2449 Acts r' 266 Heh. 

915 and especially Acts 233• See also the similar cases of e"A.7r{r; 

meaning "that which is hoped for," chap. 55 Col. 1 5• This sec­

ond r11a-clause is probably to be taken, not as dependent on 
the first, but as co-ordinate with it, and the implied subject 

;,µe'ir; as referring to Christians as such, rather than to be­

lieving Jews, as is probably the case in v.13 ; for it is difficult 

to see how the reception of the Spirit by the Jews could be 
conditioned upon the Gentiles obtaining the blessing of Abra­
ham; and if the two ck.uses referred to Gentiles and Jews re­

spectively this antithesis would probably have been indicated 
by an expressed ;,µe'ir; in the second clause. Obviously the 

latter can not refer to the Gentiles only. Christ's redemption 

of us from the curse of the law had then as co-ordinate ends 

the opening of the door of faith and justification through faith 

apart from works of law, to the Gentile, and the bestowment 

of the promised Spirit on those that have faith. The adapta­

tion of means to end as respects this second clause seems ob­

viously to lie in the fact that the redemption of men from the 

curse of the law by their enlightenment as to God's true at­

titude to them carries with it the revelation of faith as the 

means by which men become acceptable to God, and that 

through such faith they receive the Spirit. CJ. v.2
; also vv.24- 25 

and 4 5• These final clauses, therefore, with their double state­

ment of the purpose of Christ's redemptive work, confirm the 



conclusion already reached that the redemption from the curse 
of the law was an epochal event, having its significance and its 

redemptive power in the revelation which it conveys of the true 
attitude of God towards men. 

Whether in speaking of the promise of the Spirit the apostle has in 

mind the prophecy of Joel. 2" Ezek. 36", or, being acquainted with 
the tradition underlying Acts 1•, refers to a promise of Jesus can not 

be stated with certainty. It is possible that the second final clause 
is to be taken as, to this extent, epexegetic of the first that the Holy 

Spirit is a definition of the blessing of Abraham. In that case the 
apostle refers to the promise to Abraham and has learned to interpret 

this as having reference to the gift of the Spirit. This possibility is 

in a measure favoured by the use of &'11:IX'l''l'!Aloc in vv. 11, 17 of the promise 
to Abraham. 

4. Argument from the irrevocableness of a CO'l!enant and 

the priority of the covenant made with Abraham to 

the law, to the effect that the covenant is still in force 
(315-18). 

Drawing his argument from the common knowledge of men 
that contracts once agreed to can not be modified (except by 

mutual consent), the apostle applies this thought to the cov­

enant with Abraham, contending that the law coming cen­

turies afterwards can not modify it. 
16Brethren, I speak from the point of view of men. Though it 

be man's, yet a covenant once established no one annuls or adds 

to. (16N ow to Abraham were the promises spoken, "and to his 

seed." He saith not," And to the seeds," as of many, but as of 

one, "And to thy seed," which is Christ.) 11Now this I mean: 

A covenant previously established by God, the law, which came four 

hundred and thirty years afterwards, does not annul so as to make 

inoperative the promise. 18For if the inheritance is of law, it is 

no longer of promise; but to Abraham God granted it by promise. 

15. 'Aoe">..cf>o(, /CaTa &v0pw'TT'OP l\£f'(W. "Brethren, I speak from 

the point of view of men." On the use of a&">..cf>o(, see on 1 2• 

Its use here is probably due to the apostle's feeling that he is 

now addressing the Galatians more directly than in the preced­

ing paragraph, in which he was really speaking to thejudaisers 
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whose argument he was refuting, and to his desire to secure 
their friendly attention. On ,eaTa av0pw1rov, see on 111

• The 

· regular meaning of the phrase after a verb is, "as men do," the 

specific point of resemblance being indicated in the context. 

Here this general meaning naturally becomes, "I speak as men 

do about' their affairs" (cj. 1 Cor. 98
), i. e., "I draw an illustra­

tion from common human practice." A reference to human 

authority such as is suggested in 1 Cor. 98 is improbable here, 

both because there is no suggestion of it in the context and 

because the depreciation of the value of the argument which 

such a reference would imply is uncalled for and without value 

for the apostle's purpose. 
" · e ' ' 1:- e' •1:-' ·e ~ .a oµwr; av pro1rov ,ee,evpwµevr,v vta 'TJ"'TJV ovve,r; a f.TE£ ,1 

e1riotaTduueTat. "Though it be man's, yet a covenant once 

established no one annuls or adds to." Of the force of 8µwr; 

two views are possible: (1) It may mark an antithesis between 
,eaTa, av0pw1rov }..eryw and what follows. In this case, since 

av0pro1rov, etc., is not directly adversative to ,ea7a, ••• Aet'fW, 

the second member of the antithesis must be supposed to be 

suggested by, rather than expressed in, the words that follow; 
most probably by the whole argument of vv. 15b, 17• The 

thought will then be, "Though I speak from the point of view 

of men's affairs, yet what may be so said is not without force: 

a man's ratified covenant," etc. (So substantially Riick. 

Olsh., cited by Wies.) (2) The antithesis may be between 

av0pOJ'TT'ov and what follows. This involves a trajection by 

which l5µwr; stands not in its natural place before the second 

member of the antithesis, but before the first. CJ. 1 Cor. 147 : 

dµwr; T<l, at{;vxa cf,wvriv OtodvTd •.• ea,v OtaUTOA'f]V TO£<; 

cp0d,y,yoir; µ'f} op ••. where 8µwr; indicates an antithesis be­

tween at/tvxa and cf,wvriv oiodVTa, or more probably between 
cf,wvriv OtodVTa and eav 0£aUTOA1JV • : • µ1} op. With this pas­

sage have been compared also Plat. Phaed. 91C (cf,o{3e'iTat µ'f] , .,, , ., ' e , , ,.,. .,. . ~ ~ , 
'1J 'l'VX'T/ oµwr; ,ea, etoTepov ,ea, ,ea"'~ov ov TOV uroµaTo<; 1rpo-

a'1T'OAAVTJTat EV apµov{ar; eioe, oliua), Thuc. 7.7]3, and Xen. 

C 26 ( ~ 1:-J 9 " 1,., ' ' ' . \ " \ ' yr. 5. 1 vvv v av ovTW<; "'lC,oµev o,r; uvv µev uo, oµwr; ,ea, ev 

Tjj 'TT'OAeµ{q, ~vTer; 0appovµev). CJ. WM. p. 693, Ktihner-Gerth, 
' 
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II 2, p. 85. In· this case the contrast is between the 8iafJ~1C1J 

as man-made and its irrevocability after its ratification. The 
first view has the advantage of grammatical simplicity. But 

in view of the instances of trajection, including the only other 

instance of lJµ,wr; in Paul, and of the greater logical simplicity of 

the second view, it is probably to be preferred. ,cf,cvpwp.eP1JP, 

characterising the supposed covenant as having been executed 

and hence actually in force, expresses a thought which is im­
plied in 8ia0~K17P, but adds to the clearness of the sentence. 

It dearly belongs to the second element of the antithesis, with 
ov8€lr; a0€Tei. The validation of the covenant is evidently in 

the apostle's mind not, like aP0p,Jnrot>, a fact in spite of which 

no one annuls it or adds to it, but the ground of the irrevoca-
. bility, as is implied in the re-expression of the idea in the word 

1rpoKEKvpwµeV1JP in v.17. By 8ia8~"1J must be understood not 

"testament" (as Th. Cremer, Sief. Ram. Zahn, ERV.mg. Behm, 

Lohmeyer, et al.) nor "stipulation," "arrangement," in a sense 

broad enough to cover both will and covenant (Hauck in Th. 

St. u. Kr., 1862, pp. 514 ff., Segond, and Bous.), but as the usage 

of N. T. in general and of Paul in particular and the context here 
require, "covenant" in the sense of the 0. T. n~,; (so Mey. 

Alf. Ell. Ltft. ERV.text, ARV. Beet). CJ. on v.17, and for 

fuller statement of the evidence, see detached note on A,afJ~"1J, 

pp. 496 ff. 

'Av8pw1-ou. The singular number of this noun furnishes no argument 
against the meaning "covenant" (a) because, as will appear below, 
the covenant as conceived of in Hebrew thought, though constituting 
a relation between two persons often proceeds from one, and (b) be­
cause the noun is here most naturally understood as qualitative as in 
the phrase xa,;(Z &Y8pw1-ov. CJ. 1 1 !St' <ivllpw1tou and other examples 
given there. 

Kelf.upwfUYlJY from lf.up6w, cognate with lf.6p10,; (cf. the adjectival use 
in I Mac. 8" in the sense "established") means "validated," "effected," 

"executed," referring neither to the drafting of an agreement or will 
preceding its execution nor to a confirmation which follows the actual 
execution (the latter sense though occurring is infrequent; see .iEsch. 
Pers. 521, and 4 Mac. 7•; Plut. Oral. vit. Lys.), but to the execution 
itself, that without which it would not be in force at all. The prefix­

ing of the participle to lStci8~1JY, therefore, simply emphasises what is 
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implied in the word itself, pointing out that what is referred to is a. 
ac«6~11 actually in force, not simply under consideration or written out 
but not yet agreed to and therefore still subject to modification. CJ. 
Thuc. 8. 6•: ii exxAT)ala: ••• xupi:xra:aa: 'l'a:ii't'a: 01e).681). Polyb. 1. u•: 
xa:l 'l'b ... ~ auveoplOY ouo' e!,; "tlf).o,; e:K,U()!t>C!E "ti)v YY!t>IJ.TjV ••• Boeckh, 

C. I. G. 1570 a. 45. 'l'o <J,T)q,taµ.a: 'l'b xu()!t>8tv. Gen. 2320 : xa:l b.upw81) b (iypbc; 

••• 'l'tj> 'A~pczd:µ de;; x't'i)a1v 'l'a:q,ou 'lta:pd: '\'WY ulli>v Xt'I'. (Aq. uses the same 
word in v.17). Dan. 6• (Lxx): xa:l ou'l'!t><; b ~a:a,).e~<; .ia:peioc;; i!a'l'T)ae xctt 

b.U()fllO'EY. Plut. Alcib. 331: ,:b µcv OUY <Jiiiq,taµct Ti)<; xct86oou 1tp6'1'epo11 exc­

XO()!t>'\'O. See also Plut. Sol. 30•; Perie. 32•; Pomp. 48•. 

ov&k a0ETE'i ~ emotaTd<r<rETat is to be taken without 

qualification, least of all with the qualification, "except the 
contractor" (so Schrn., Encyc. Bib. II 16n; cf. Zahn, Bous. 
ad lac.). That a compact may be modified by common consent 
of both the parties to it is, of course, not denied, but simply 
assumed and ignored. But to assume that either party alone is 
excepted is to deprive the statement of all meaning: For evi­
dence that this assertion itself shows that the oia0iJ"1J av0pw­

,rov, which Paul uses, ICaTa av0pw,rov, to prove the un­

changeableness of the Sta0~"1J of God is a covenant, not a 

will, see detached note on t:i.,a0~"1J, pp. 496 ff. 

'A8e"ti!t>, "to render 46e'l'oc;;" (=without place or standing, invalid), 
occurs from Lxx and Polybius down, signifying in respect to laws and 
the like "to disregard," "to violate" (Polyb. 8. 2•; Mk. 7• Heb. 10"), 

or "to annul," "to abrogate" (1 Mac. II11 2 Mac. 13"); of persons "to 
set at nought," "to reject," "to rebel against" (Deut. 21" Isa. 1•). 

CJ. also M. and M. Voc. s. f/. "To annul" is clearly the meaning here. 
'Ei.totct'\'a:aae'\'ctl furnishes the only extant instance of this word, 

hut otct'\'a:aa!t> is frequent both in Greek writers and N. T. in the sense 
"to arrange," "to prescribe"; the middle occurring in Plut. in the 
sense" to make a will," "to order by will." The compound ei.totct'\'a:a(!(t) 

evidently signifies "to make additional prescriptions" (cf. e'lt11i1ct'l'l01J1.1.t, 

Dio Cass. 62 11 and i1t1!1tct8T)X1l, "codicil," Jos. Ant. 17. 226 (9•) and ex­
amples cited by Norton, A Lexicographical and Historical Study of 

.i1ct8T)X1) ••• Chicago, 19o8). Whether such prescriptions are contrary 
to the original compact (they of course modify it or they would not be 
added) is beside the mark; a compact once executed can not be changed. 

16. Ttp OE 'AfJpaa,µ. eppe011uav ai €7T'O,"f"fEA{ai ",cal T<p <r,rep­

JJ,<1,Tt" airrofi· "Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, 
'and to his seed.',, For the evidence that this proposition and 



181 

the next (v.16) are parenthetical, see on Tovro ~e "'A./,yc,,, 'v.17. 
The promises here spoken of are those which accompanied the 
covenant and which constituted it on the side of divine grace. 
On the relation of promise and covenant, see detached note 

on AiaB~"TJ, p. 497, and cf. Gen. 9126·; but esp. Gen. 171
•
1
• 

See also Cremer10
, p. 1o62. The apostle more commonly uses 

the singular erra"f"fe"'A.ta (see vv,17, 18, 22, 29 Rom. 413, u, 16, 20), but 

also without marked difference of thought employs the plural 
(see v.21 and Rom. 94), the basis for which is in the repeated 
occasions on which the promise was made to· Abraham, and the 
various forms in which it was expressed. See Gen. 12 211 • 131u 7 

151
, 

5
• 

18 172- 8• On Paul's definition of the content of the prom­
ise as interpreted in the light of subsequent events, see on 
,c"'A.rJpovoµta, v.18. From a strictly grammatical point of view 
TP <1"1T"epµaTi is a dative of indirect object after eppt!BTJ,,-av. 

But it is only by a rhetorical figure that the promises are said 
to be uttered to the seed. In the original passage, Gen. 1315 

177• 8, and in this sentence by intent the seed are included 
with Abraham in those to whom the promises are to be ful­
filled. 

ov· "'A.erye, " Kal 'TO£~ IT7repµauw," ~ E7rl 7rOAArov, a,).).' &,~ etf,' 

ev<h "Ka, T<p <1"1T"epµa7{ uov," a~ EC11'£J) XpilT'T<h. "He saith 

not, And to the seeds, as of many, but as of one, And to thy 
seed, which is Christ." The subject of "A.erye, to be supplied in 
thought is doubtless o Beth as implied in inro Tov Beov (v.17). ~ 

indicates that the following expressions refer to the point of 
view of the speaker, o Berk, so that it is equivalent to "meaning 

this." CJ. Th. s. v. 3. err{ with the genitive in the sense "in re- ; 
spect to," apparently occurs here only in N. T., but is found in 
classical writers. CJ. Th. s. v. A I. 1. e. If these words are from 
the apostle it must be supposed that for the purpose of height­
ening the impression of the dignity and inviolability of the 
covenant and suggesting the impossibility of its having already 
received its fulfilment before the law came in, he avails him­
self of an unusual use of t1"1T"epµa in the singular as meaning, or 

applied to, an individual descendant, and founds on this fact 

an argument for referring the 0. T. passage to Christ; yet 
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probably to him not as an individual, but as the head of a 

spiritual race; cf. the use of Israel as meaning the race of Israel, 
Rom. 96, 31, but especially 928 and I Cor. I212• This is, of 

course, not the meaning of the original passage referred to 

(Gen. I316, or I77 or 8). But neither is there any other inter­

pretation which will satisfy the requirements both of the Gen. 

passages and of the context here. The latter must, therefore, 
decide the apostle's meaning; cf. on v.11. It is not probable, 

indeed, that the apostle derived the meaning of the promise 
from the use of the singular u,repµan. He is well aware of 

the collective sense of the word u,repµa in the Gen. passage (see 

v.29 and Rom. 413 -18). He doubtless arrived at his thought, not 

by exegesis of scripture, but from an interpretation of history, 

and then availed himself of the singular noun to express his 
thought briefly. It should be observed that 8,; eu7W Xpw-rth 

is in any case an assertion of the apostle, for which he claims 

no evidence in 0. T. beyond the fact that the promise refers 

to one person. On the possibility that the words ou ).E7eL ..• 

Xpiu-rch are the work of an early editor of the epistles of Paul, 
see end of detached note on I,,repµan and 'I.,repµauiv, p. 509. 

17. -rovro oe ).e,yw· "Now this I mean." The function of 

this phrase is to take up for further argument or explanation 

a thought already expressed. CJ. I Cor. I 12 and similar phrases 
in I Cor. t 9 1029 1660• The following phrase, oia0171'1JV 

'TT'pD1'E1CVpwµev11v vrro 'TOV Oeov, shows that the reversion of 

thought here intended is to the lJµwi; av0p6Y7rov "e"vpwµev11v 

oia011"1J" of v.15. V.16 is, therefore, parenthetical. 
oia0171'1JP ,rp01'E1'Vpwµev11v vrro 'TOV Oeov O µe-ra, 'TE'Tpa1'0CTLa 
' I >I ' '1 , ) " I ' 

1'a£ -rpta1'0V'Ta E'T1J ,ye,yovws voµoi; OV1' a,cvpo,, EL<; TO 1'a-

-rap,yr,uai -r~v e,ra'Y'Ye).(av. "A covenant previously estab­

lished by God, the law which came four hundred and thirty 

years afterwards does not annul so as to make inoperative the 

promise." The word oia011"11 is itself ambiguous, meaning 

either (a) "covenant," "agreement," or (b) "will," "testa­

ment." But the oia011"1l here referred to is manifestly that 

spoken of in Gen., chap. 17, and this alike in the thought of the 

O. T. writer, of the Lxx translators, and of Paul was essentially 
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a covenant. Its fulfilment lay, indeed, in part in the distant 
future, pertaining even to generations yet unborn. In it God 
took the initiative, and it wa~ primarily an expression of his 

grace and authority, not a bargain between equals. Yet none 
of these things contravene the character of a covenant, while 

its mutuality, its irrevocability (see v.15), and the practical ex­

clusion of the idea of the death of the testator, mark it as 

es:,entially a covenant and not a will. See on oia07J"'TJ in v.15 

and detached note on !:,,.ta,07J1C'TJ, p. 50~. The emphatic elements 
of the sentence on which the argument turns are the 7rpo- in 
7rp01Cf1CVpwµev,,.,v, the phrase V7T'O 'TOV 0eov, and µe'Td. The 

major premise of the argument is in /CEICVpwµev,,.,v oia07J1C'TJV 

ovoek ••• E'TrLOLa'TdtTCTE'TaL of v.15 ; the minor premise is in 
the o µeTa • • . voµoi; of this verse, while wo TOv 0eov over 

against the av0pdnrov of v.15 heightens the force of the argu­

ment, giving it an a minori ad majus effect. If a covenant once 

in force can not be modified or annulled by any subsequent 
action, the covenant with Abraham can not be set aside by the 

subsequent law. If this is true of a man's covenant, much 

more is it true of a covenant made by God with Abraham, 

since God must be more certainly true to his promises than 

man. CJ. Rom. 34
• The apostle is especially fond of argu­

ments of this type. See the several illustrations in Rom., 

chap. 5. 

The words de; Xpta't6Y after 8eou, found in the leadiug Western mss., 
and adopted by most Syrian authorities, a.re an interpretative addition, 

akin to and doubtless derived from v. 11• 

The verb -itpoitup6w occurs elsewhere only in much later writers (Eus. 

Pr<ep. Evang. X 4, etc.). The -itpo- is temporal, and in this context 
means "before the law." On the use of 1lY01J,cxt in the sense "to come," 

"to appear in history," see Mk. 1• Jn. 1•• 17 1 Jn. 211. The perfect 

tense marks the coming of the law as something of which an existing 

result remains, in this case evidently the law itself. BMT 154. This 

phase of the meaning can not well be expressed in English. CJ. BMT 82. 

The number four hundred and thirty is evidently derived by the 

apostle from Exod. 12", where, though according to the Hebrew text, 

"the time that the children of Israel dwelt in Egypt was four hundred 
and thirty years," the Vatican ms. of the Lxx, with which agrees, 

also the Samaritan Pentateuch, reads: ii as itcx'tolit1J<nc; 'tfuY ulfu11 
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'lapcrl)A ~v :itCZ't'tji:itT)aczv i!v rii A!;6'2t't'<i> lt<Zl !Iv rii Xczv&czv l'tT) -re<:p<Zltoa(cz 

-rpt&ltov-rcz dv-re, but AF, perhaps also the second hand of B, omit 

dvn (so Tdf.), and A adds czuTol lt<Zl ol 'ltczTi!pe~ czuTwv. The expres­

sion :itczl ev ;Ti Xczvo::xv, for which there is no equivalent in Hebrew, 

evidently refers to the residence in Canaan previous to that in Egypt, 

so that the whole period covered is, roughly speaking, from Abraham 

to Moses. On the comparison between this datum and Gen. 15", 

quoted in the speech of Stephen, cf. Alf. on Gal. ad loc. For the apos-

. tle's argument the length of the period has, of course, no significance, 

save that the longer the covenant had been in force, the more impres­

sive is his statement. 

That o v6µ.o~ is the law promulgated by Moses, the participial phrase 

clearly shows; yet the presumption is that the apostle is still thinking 

of that law in the same light, or of the same aspect of it, as in 311 

(q. v.); and there is the less reason to depart from that presump­

tion because it is the supreme place which Paul's opponents had given, 

in their doctrine of the basis of acceptance with God, to the legalistic 

element of the law that leads Paul to make the affirmation ou:it cx:itupoi. 

The legalistic aspect is, therefore, though less in the foreground than 

in vv.10• 12• ", still present. See detached note on N6µ.o~, p. 457. 

'A:itup61,l, a late Greek word (1 Esd. 623 ; Dion. Hal. Antiq. 2. 72"; 

Mt. 15• Mk. 7" 4. Mac. 2
1 51

• 7" 17 2
; Plut. Dio, 48•; Apoph. lacon. 3), 

signifying "to make invalid," whether by rescinding or by overriding, 

or otherwise (in Plut. Cic. 49•, apparently in a more material sense, "to 

destroy"), is here used in the first sense. Cf. cx6eTei, v."; M. and M. 

Voc. on cx1<.up61,l and cx6i!TT)at~; and De.BS. p. 228, quoting from papyri 

the phrase e!~ cx6i!ni1m :itczl cx1<.upl,)atv. Paul would not have denied 

that in the thought and practice of men law had displaced the cove­

nant, but that law legitimately did so (as a new law may specific­

ally repeal previous legislation). e!~ -r6 with the infinitive expresses the 

measure of effect or conceived result of CX1<.upoi (BMT 4II). ltCZTczp;w 

(of rare occurrence in Greek authors, in Lxx only 2 Esd. 4"· " 5• 6•; 

in N. T. frequent in Paul, elsewhere only in Lk. 137 Heh. 2 14) means" to 

make ineffective, inoperative" (cz-ep;ov). TT)Y E'ltczjje)..(czv signifies the 

same as czl E'ltCZjjEA(czt in v.10, the singular here reflecting the substan­

tial identity of the promises made on the several occasions, as the 

plural there recalls the various occasions and utterances. 

18. El ,ya,p EiC voµov ~ JeA7Jpovoµ{a, OVIC€1'£ et E'ITa,Y,YEX{a,r;• 

"For if the inheritance is of law, it is no longer of promise." 

As in v.12
, the apostle excludes the possibility of a compromise 

between the two principles, and so justifies the use of the strong 
terms a,evpo'i. and tcarap,yfJuai. I say "annul" and "make of 
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no account," for if the law affects the promise at all, it annuls it. 
It can not be added to it; it destroys it. The previous reference 
to the S,a0~,c71 and the braryrye"'A,(a make it clear that ~ ,cX71po­

voµ(a-note the restrictive article-refers to the possession 

promised in the covenant (Gen. 1315 15 7 178 ; cf. Rom. 413
• 

14
), 

which was with Abraham and his seed. This promised posses­

sion, while consisting materially in the promised land, was 

the expression of God's favour and blessing (cf., e. g., 2 Chron. 
627 Ps. Sol. 72 92 143, OTt ~ µepir; /Cat ~ ,c">,.71povoµ(a TOV 0eov 

iunv 'lupa~"'A,, 1i6), and the term easily becomes in the Chris­

tian vocabulary a designation of the blessing of God which 

they shall obtain who through faith become acceptable to 

God (see Acts 2032 I Cor. 69
• 

10 1550 Gal. 521 Eph. 56 Col. 324), of 
which blessing the Spirit, as the initial gift of the new life (v. 2) 

is the earnest (2 Cor. 1 22 56 Eph. 1 13• 14 430), and so the fulfilment 

of the promise (v.14). Such a spiritualised conception in general 

doubtless underlies the apostle's use of it here. CJ. Rom. 414 

and the suggestion of v.14 above, that he thought of the promise 

to Abraham as a promise of the Spirit. But for the purposes 

of .his argument at this point, the content of the ,c"'A,71povoµ(a is 

not emphasised. It was whatever the covenant promised to 

Abraham and to his seed. His opponents would concede that 

this was a spiritual, not simply a material, blessing. 

KA1)povoµl"' (l<.Ai"jpo,;, "a share," veµw, "to distribute"), found ·in 

Isocrates, Demosthenes, and other classical writers, is in their writings 
usually a possession obtained by inheritance, but sometimes possession 

without the idea of inheritance (Aristot. Nie. Eth. 7. 14• [n53 b33]). 

In the papyri it is used either of one's estate, which is to pass to one's 
heirs, or of that which one receives by inheritance: Pap. Amh. II 72•• •; 

BGU. I 19, II 3, 350 '• •; Pap. Tebt. II 319•• ", et freq. It occurs very 
often in the Lxx, in the great majority of cases as the translation of :,~~~­

This Hebrew word, originally signifying "gift," then "possession," or 

"sliare," often refers to the possession given to Israel in Canaan 

(Deut. 12• 19" Judg. 20• Isa. 58" 1 Chr. 16"-10; cf. Gen. 177• •, where, 

however, the Heb. has nir:it:1, and the Lxx l<.IX'ta:a;,:eat,;); or to the sliare 

of a particular tribe (Josh. chap. 19); or to Israel, or the land of 

Israel, as the possession of God (Deut. 420 Ps. 78 [79] 1). Sometimes it 

denotes a.n inheritance, usually, however, not in the sense of property 
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received by inheritance, but of property which is left by one at death, 

or which will by usage pass to one's descendants (Num. 27 1
•
11 362

·•· '· •)­

Rarely, if ever, does it refer to property transmitted by will; but see 

Job 42". x),,wovoµ.fo: in the Lxx has the same range of meaning. See 

also Sir. 44u-" Ps. Sol. 7• 9• 14•• • 15" 1721_ In N. T., though always 

translated "inheritance" in E. V., only in Lk. 1211 does it refer strictly 

to property received or transmitted by inheritance. In Mt. 21" 

Mk. 12' Lk. 20" Acts 7• Heb. n• it means "property," "possessions" 

in the material sense. In Acts 2o'' Eph. 1 14• 18 5• Col. 324 Heh. 911 

1 Pet. 1•, it is used figuratively of a spiritual blessing which men are 

to receive from God. It is in this sense of "promised possession" 

that it is doubtless to be taken here, consistently with the use of 

lltcxOfix'll in the sense of "covenant." Nor is there anything in the 

usage of xAT)povoµ.lcx to combat this sense of 1l1cx8fix'll• 

The anarthrous nouns v6µ.ou and focxyysAlw; are both to be taken 

qualitatively: the actual things referred to are b v6µ.o~ and '/J e'ltcx11sAlcx 

(see on v."), but are by these phrases presented not individually as the 

law and the promise, but qualitatively as law and promise. The 

legalistic aspect of the law is a shade more in thought here than in v. "­

ex denotes source, specifically that on which something depends (Th. 

s. v. II 6), and ex v6µ.ou is substantially equivalent to av v6µ.1p in v.11• 

ouxe'tt is to be taken not temporally but logically, as in Rom. 711, •• n• 
(Gal. 2••, cited as an example of this usage by Grimm, is probably not 

such, but suggests how the logical use might grow out of the temporal). 

The conditional clause, as in chap. 2 21, sets forth as a simple supposition 

what the apostle in fact regards as a condition contrary to fact. See 

BMT 243. 

T<p OE 'A/3paa,µ OL' e7ra-y-ye\(ar; llexdpunru, o 0eth. "but to 

Abraham God granted it by promise." The implied object 
of the verb is evidently T~v ,e\17povoµ(av. ,eexdpta-Tat empha­

sises the gracious, uncommercial, character of the grant, and 

the perfect tense marks the grant as one still in force, thus 

recalling the argument of vv.15
-
17

• The statement as a whole 

constitutes the minor premise of which the preceding sentence 

is the major premise. If the inheritance is by law, it is not 

by promise; but it is by promise; therefore it is not by 
law. · 

Xcxpl~oµ.cxt is used from Homer down in the general sense "to do 

something pleasant or agreeable" (to another), "to do one a favour"; 

in N. T. with the meanings (a) "to forgive" and (b) "to grant gra­
ciously"; cf. Rom. 811, etc. 
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5. Answer to the objection that the preceding argument 

leaves the law without a reason for being (31
v.22). 

The apostle's strong and repeated insistence on the inferiority 

of law to the promise, and its inability to justify, naturally 
raises the question, weighty for one who was not prepared to 

deny to the law all divine authority, What, then, is the law 

for? This Paul answers by ascribing to it the function of 
producing transgressions, denying to it power to give life, and 

making it simply temporary and preparatory to the gospel. 
19What then is the significance of the law? For the sake of the 

transgressions it was added, to continue until the seed should come 

to whom the promise still in force was made, being enacted through 

the agency of angels in the hand of a mediator. 20But the medi­

ator is not of one; but God is one. 21/s the law, then, contrary to 

the promises of God? By no means. For if there had been 

given a law that could give life, righteousness would indeed be by 

law. 22But the scripture shut up all things under sin that, on 

ground off aith in Jesus Christ, the promise might be given to 

those who believe. 

19. r( oiw o vdµoc;;; "What then is the significance of the 

law?" A question obviously raised by the argument advanced 

in vv.15
•
18

, which seemed to leave· the law without function. 

o vdµoc;; is, of course, the same law there spoken of; see on 

v.17 and on v.13. 

There is no perfectly decisive consideration to enable us to choose 

between the translations "why is" and "what is," "what signifies." 

Paul frequently uses 't! adverbially (Rom. 3' 1410 I Cor. 47 Gal. 511, 

etc.), yet never elsewhere in the phrase 't! o~Y. On the other hand, 
while 't! o~v elsewhere signifies "what then," not "why then" (Rom. 

31, • 41 61, ", etc.), yet when the thought "what signifies" is to be 
expressed, the copula is usually inserted, not left to be supplied. See 

1 Cor. 3•: 't! O~Y E<l'ttY 'A'ltOAAwc;; 't! OS E<l'tlY IiauAoc;; Jn. 6•: 'tQCU'tQC oe; 't! 
ecrt1v; but cf. other examples of a similar sense, without copula in 
Bernhardy, Syntax, p. 336. The difference of meaning is not great; the 

question, "Why the law?" is included in the more general question 

"What signifies the law, how is it with the law?" and this, as the con­

text shows, is in any case the most prominent element of the thought 

in the apostle's mind. o~v connects this question with what precedes, 

signifying "in view, then, of these statements." 
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Trop 7rapa{:1d,rec,,p xapiP 7rpOaed077, "For the sake of the 

transgressions it was added." 7rpoaeTe877 marks the law as 

supplementary, and hence subordinate to the covenant. The 
statement is not in contradiction with vv.151r., because the law 

in the apostle's thought forms no part of the covenant, is a 

thing distinct from it, in no way modifying its provisions. It 

is the apparent contradiction that probably gave rise to the 

reading he077, which occurs in this v. in D*FG and other West­

ern authorities. 

In itself -x,dpiP may be either telic as in Tit. 1 5• 11 Jude16 Prov. 

1]17, perhaps also Eph. 31
• 

14
, or causal as in Lk. 747 I Jn. 312

; 

Clem. Hom. u 16 : TWP 7rapa7rTWµaTWP xdpiP ~ nµwp{a l7reTai 

(cited by Ell. and Ltft). The context and Paul's usual con­

ception of the functions of the law are both in favour of the 

telic force. For, since it is clearly the apostle's usual thought 

that where there is no law, though there may be sin, there is 
no transgression (7rapdf]ao-ir;, see Rom. 415 513), his choice of the 

word 7rapa/3do-ewP here must be taken to indicate that he is 

speaking not of that which is antecedent but of that which is 

subsequent to the coming of law. The phrase is, therefore, by 
no means the equivalent of aµapnwP -x,dpiP, and since the dis­
tinguishing feature of 7rapd/3aai<; is that it is not simply the 

following of evil impulse, but violation of explicit law, it nat­
urally suggests, as involved in the 7rapaf3do-ewP, the recognition 

of the sinfulness of the deeds, which otherwise might have 

passed without recognition. Nor can it be justly said that 

this interpretation involves the supplying of the phrase, "knowl­

edge of" (cf. Sief. "so hatte doch Paulus, um verstanden zu 
werden, schreiben miissen TrJ<; E7r£"f PWO"EW<; TWP 7rapa/3do-ewP 

xapiP"), but only the discovery in the expression TWP 7rapa/3d­

O"EWP of its implicate, T'f}<; E'IT'£"fPW<TEW<; T'f}<; aµapTtar;. For the 

evidence that the latter was in Paul's thought a function of 

the law and that he probably conceived of it as brought 

about through the conversion of sin into transgression, see 

Rom. 320 415 513
, 

14
• 20 77•12• The article before 1rapa/3duewP is 

restrictive, but not retrospective. The thought probably is, 
" the transgressions which will thereby be produced." 
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11,xpt~ £iv 1!>.,0v TO <T7repµa p €'1T'TJ"f'YEA'Tat, "to continue until 

the seed should come to whom the promise still in force was 

made." ro <T7repµa is, doubtless, to be taken in the same 

sense as in v.16
b, viz., Christ, if v.16b is from Paul (cf. p. 182); 

otherwise as in v.29
, those who are Christ's. E'TT'TJ"f"/EATat, per­

fect tense, referring to a past fact and its existing result, marks 

the promise as being still in force. The whole clause, &XPt~, 

etc., sets the limit to the period during which the law continues. 

Thus the covenant of promise is presented to the mind as of 

permanent validity, both beginning before and continuing 

through the period of the law and afterwards, the law on the 

other hand as temporary, added to the permanent covenant 

for a period limited in both directions. That the relation of 

men to God was different after the period of law was ended 

from what it had been under the law is implied in v.23. But 

that the promise with its principle of faith was in no way 

abrogated or suspended in or after the period of the law is the 

unequivocal affirmation of vv.15-18, and clearly implied in the 

quotation in v.11 of Hab. 24, which the apostle doubtless as­

cribed to this period. 

• Axpt~ &iv is the reading of B33, 1912 Clem. Eus. All others apparent!) 

read &/xpt~ oo. Both &xpt~ &v and &xpt oo are current forms in the 
first century (M. and M. Voc. s. v.), but Paul elsewhere reads &xpt[~] oo 

(Rom. II" 1 Cor. II" 15"). In Rom. II" and 1 Cor. 15" mss. vary 

between &/xpt and &xpt~ before oo and in I Cor. II" 15" a consider­
able group add rJ.v after oo, yet none apparently read &xpt~ &Iv. It is 
improbable, therefore, that this reading is the work of the scribes .. 

Otararye,~ OL' aryrye'A.wv ev x,e,p, µeutrov· "being enacted 

through the agency of angels in the hand of a mediator." 

The mediator is self-evidently Moses; the expression ev xeip{ 

is probably, as Sief. suggests, intended literally; see Exod. 

3118 3219• Concerning the tradition that angels were concerned 

in the giving of the law, see Deut. 332 (Lxx not Heh.), e,c oe~trov 

avrov /1,yrye'A.ot µer' avrov. Jos. Ant. 15. i36 (53); Test. XII 

Pat. Dan. 6; Jub. 1
29

; Heh. 2
2 Acts J38

• 
52 and Talmudic pas­

sages cited by Dib.Gwt. p. 27. The intent of the whole phrase 

is to depreciate the law as not given directly by God. 
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On lltcx-r&:aaw, with reference to the enactment of a law, cf. Hes. Op. 

276; Plato, Legg. XI 931 E. The participle is an aor. of identical actiou, 
describing one phase of the fact denoted by 'ltpoae-ri!81) (BMT 139f.). 

MealT1J<;, "mediator," belongs to late Greek. Job 933 : e!Oe ~v o µeal-rYjc; 

ijl,LG>v i<.cxl e'>.i!-y:x,wv i<.cxl otcxi<.ouwv &vex µi!aov &µ~-ri!pwv. Polyb. 28. 15 (17)•: 

i~OUA.eTO -rouc; 'Poolouc; 'ltpovul;cxc; µeal-rcxc; a'ltooe!l;cxt. Diod. Sic. 4. 54, 

-rou-rov yap µeal't1Jv rerov6'tcx 'tG>v oµo).o-ytG>v. Cremer, s. v., and Riggen­
bach," Der BegrifI der Atcx8iJi<.1J im Hebraerbrief," in Theologische Studien 

Th. Zahn . .. dargebracht, p. 307, interpret the word in this passage and 

in Jos. Ant. 4. 133 (67)-see below-as meaning "surety," "guarantor." 
But while this meaning would give reasonable sense to the pa,sages, 
there is nothing in the context to require it, and these_passages can not, 

therefore, be regarded as vouchers for it. Philo De Somn. I 142 (22); 

Vita Mosis, III 163 (19): MwuO'T)c; ••• µeal't1)c; i<.cxl otcxAAIXl<.TYjc; •.. As­

sumpt. Mos. 1 11 (quoted by Gelasius): i<.cxl -n;poe8e&:acx-r6 µe (Mwua-l)v) Ii 

6eoc; 'ltPO i<.cx-rcx~o).ijc; i<.6aµou e!vcxl µe -rijc; lltcx0i]i<.1)c; cxu-rou µeal't1JV. Se~ 
Charles, Apoc. and PseuJ., ad Zoe. (cf. 3"): itaque excogitavit et invenit 

me, qui ab initio orbis terrarum pr<Bparatus sum, ut sim arbiter testamentt 

illius; Test. XII Pat. Dan. 6, µeal-r1Jc; 8eou i<.cxl &v8p«:J'ltou (cf. Charles 

on Jub. 1"); Jos. Ant 4. 133 (67), icxu-rcx 1le oµvuv'tec; l).eyov i<.cxl 6eov 

1J.ealT1Jv @v U'ltta:x,vouV'to. Ant. 16. 24 (22). Pap. Gd. Cairo, p. 30: ia:v aot 

Men µeael't1JV ij[J.elv Mc; (the passage is from the second century A. D. 

i)[J.E1v refers to two rival claimants for an estate between whom the µe­

al't1J<; was to be arbiter). Plut. De Is. et Osir. 46: clto i<.cxl M16p1Jv Ilepacxt 

-rov [J.EalT1JV ovoµ&:~ouatv. See other ref!. in Th. s. v. In N. T., besides 
the present passage, the word occurs in Heb. 8• 9" 1224 1 Tim. 2•, in all 

of which it is a title of Jesus, though in Heb. 8• there is also a sug­
gestion of Moses as the mediator of the old covenant, meaning the law. 

20. o 0€ µe<rtr'TJf; €V(}f; OV/C eunv, o oe 0eof; Etf; euTtv. "But 

the mediator is not of one; but God is one." This is a part of 

the argument in depreciation of the law as compared with the 

covenant of promise, reiterating in part what has already been 

said in v.19. The first clause is a general statement deduced 

from the very definition of a mediator. From the duality of the 

persons between whom the mediator acts and the fact that God 

is but one person, the inference intended to be drawn is that 

the law, being given through a mediator, came from God in­

directly. That the promise came directly is not affirmed, but 

assumed to be in mind. To find here the thought that the 

law is conditional while the promise is unconditional, or a refer­

ence to the unchangeableness of God, is to go beyond the 

implication of the words or the context. 



For the interpretation of this perplexing verse, of which. according 
to Fricke, Das exegetische Problem Gal. 320 , Leipzig, 1879, about three 
hundred interpretations" have been proposed, the following data seem 

determinative. 1. o µ.eal't1J<; is in this clause generic, lit., "The 

mediator of one does not exist," or "the mediator is not [a mediator] 
of one." To make it refer directly and exclusively to a specific medi­

ator is to make the whole sentence simply assertion, lacking even the 
appearance of argument, and to render the second half of the sentence 

superfluous. It would, indeed, come to the same thing to make 

o µ.eal't1J<; refer to the mediator of v. 19, if the assertion of v. 20 be under­

stood to be true of the mediator of v. 19 because true of the mediator 
as such. But this is unnecessarily to complicate the thought. 2 

This generic statement of v.•0 : o 1le: µ.eal't1J<; evo<; oo:x. ea'ttY, is intended 
to be applied to Moses, the mediator, referred to in v. 10• To introduce 

the conception of some other mediator, as, e. g., Christ (Jerome. Chrys. 

et al.), or the law itself (Holsten), is to exceed the indications of the con­

text without warrant. 91.ev6,; must be taken as masculine, and, accord­
ingly, as personal, the plurality affirmed in M,,; oo:x. EC!'ttv referring to 

the contracting parties to a transaction effected through a mediator; 

no other interpretation is consistent with the use of eI,; in the clause 
o Be: Oeo,; e!,; ea'tlv. 4. The plurality affirmed in evo,; oo:x. is not a plu­

rality of persons constituting one party to the transaction effected 
through a mediator, but a duality of parties: in other words, b µ.eal't1J<; 

evo,; oo:x. fo'ttv affirms not that the party for whom the mediator acts 

must consist of a plurality of persons, but that there must be two 
parties to the transaction between whom the mediator acts as go­

between. However attractive the interpretation whiclr is built upon 

this definition of µ.eal-r1J<; as the single person acting as the representa­

tive of a group, Paul being thus made to say that since a mediator can 
not be the representative of one, and God is one, Moses as mediator 

was not the representative of God, but of the angels (Vogel in Stud. 

u. Krit. 1865, pp. 524-38) or of the people (B. Weiss, Die paul. Briefe im 

berichtigten Text,ail loc.),it must be rejected on the clear evidence of usage 

(see the passages above): a µ.eal't1J<; by no means uniformly acted for a 
plurality of persons (constituting one party), but always, however, he 

may be thought of as specially representing the interests of one party, 
stood, as both the term itself and usage show, as the middleman between 

two parties, the latter consisting each of one person or of more, as 

the case might be. ~b 1le Oeo<; eI,; ea'tlv is most naturally taken 

as the minor premise to o !le µ.eal'l:1),; evo,; oo:x. eC!'ttv. The unexpressed 

but self-evident conclusion from these premises applied to the concrete 

case referred to in v.19 is that to the giving of the law, in whiclr Moses 

was mediator, there was, besides God, a second party. This in itself 

serves to emphasise the statement of v. 10, that the law was given through 

a mediator and to intimate that the covenant, in which God acted 
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alone, without a mediator, is in this particular different from the law 
and superior to it.* So in the main, Fricke, op. cit. The reasoning is 
not indeed characteristically Pauline; like that of v. 16b it reads more 

like the gloss of a later commentator than a part of the original argu­

ment; and such it quite possibly is. Yet we have no decisive proof 

that Paul himself could not have added such a rabbinic re-enforcement 

of his own argument. 
Ell.'s view, which while supplying "in the promise" makes the 

clause I, oe 8eo,;; El,;; ecr,;(y, thus supplemented, a minor premise, the 

argument then running, A mediator is not of one party, but in the 
promise God is one; therefore, in the promise there is no mediator, 

only arrives by a laboured process at the point from which it started. 
Rendall's view, Expositor's Grk. Test.: The mediator, Moses, is not of 

one seed, but many ( = the law was not like the promise for a single 

chosen family, but to many families of Abraham's children after the 

flesh), but God is nevertheless one (=the God of Sinai is one with 

the God of promise), is singularly regardless of the requirements alike 
of the language itself and of the context. 

21. o ovv VOJJM 1'aTa TWV E'TT'a,Y,YEAlWV TOV 0eov; µT/ "f€VOtTO. 

"Is the law, then, contrary to the promises of God? By no 

means." The question is suggested by the whole argument 

from v.10, esp. v.15 on, which obviously suggests an affirmative 

answer. That Paul returns a negative answer signifies, how­
ever, not that he has forgotten and is now denying what he 

has up to this time affirmed, nor probably that he is using the 

word "law" in a different sense. It would, indeed, resolve the 

seeming contradiction and take the words in a sense not im­

probable in itself to suppose that he here means the law simply 

• It comes to nearly the same result to take ;, a, 9••• <l• ~a-riv as referring directly to 

the promise, meaning, in effect: "But God, who gave the promise, is one, acted without a 

mediator"; in which fact the inferiority of the law to the promise is evident. So Ltft. But 

if this were the thought intended to be directly conveyed by this clause, it could hardly 

have failed to be expressed. It seems more reasonable to take the words ;, a, 6••• •l< <ITTiv 

as in themselves expressing only what they directly say, and to assume that the thought to be 

supplied is the conclusion which the expressed premises support. 

It may be objected to the view advocated above and equally to that of Ltft. that on the 

supposition that 8«16~•1Jv is a covenant, Paul's argument in v.17 turns on the fact of the two 

parties to it, and thus that the law and the covenant are in that fact placed on the same 

basis. But this ignores the fact that the ar111IDent concerning the mediator is in reality to 

the effect that the mediator stands between the two parties, making a third, separating as 

well as joining them, while in the covenant, God, the one, comes into direct relation with 

man. Moreover ii, as is probably the case, and as is indicated by his use of e,ro.yy,>.ia. for 

what he also calls the 8,o.6~•'1, he shared the 0. T. thought of the covenant as predomi• 

nantly one-sided, God taking the initiative, this fact would still further tend in his mind 

to depreciate the law as compared with the covenant, 
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as a historical fact. But it is more likely that as he means 
here by the promises those of the covenant (vv.16• 17, 18), so he 

uses law in the same sense as throughout the passage, and that 
he affirms that they are not in conflict (on ,eard, cf. chap. 516, 11 

2 Cor. 138 Rom. 831
), because they have distinct functions. 

Notice that it is this of which the next clause speaks. Paul 

admits, even affirms, that the law judges a man on a basis of 
works of law, and the promises on a basis of faith-in this they 

are different the one from the other, but he contends, as against 
his opponents who hold that men are actually justified, by law, 

that the law, whose sentence is always one of condemnation, 

was not intended to express God's attitude towards men, is not 

the basis of God's actual judgment of men, but is a revelation 

of a man's legal standing only. He will presently add that it 

is thus a means of bringing us to Christ (v.24
). At present he 

is content to affirm that they are not in conflict, because they 
operate in different spheres. Thus one may rightly say that 

the courts are not in conflict with the pardoning power; for 

though one sentences and the other releases, each is operative 

in it~ own sphere, the one saying whether the accused is guilty, 

the other whether he shall be punished; or that a father who 

first ascertains by careful inquiry whether his child has dis­

obeyed his commands, and pronounces him guilty, and then 

using this very sentence of guilty to bring him to repentance, 

and discovering that he is repentant assures him of forgiveness 

and fellowship, is in no conflict with himself. 

Tou 8eou is omitted by B de Victorin. Ephrem. (?) Ambrst. only. 

Despite the intrinsic improbability of the reading -rou 8eoil (the sen­
tence is equally clear, more terse, and more in Paul's usual style with­

out the words), the evidence for the insertion of the words and the 

possibility that the omission by the few witnesses on this side is an 

accidental coincidence, is too strong to permit rejection of the words. 

et ,ya,p eoo817 POµ~ o OVPaµeP~ 'W0'11"G£1]1Tai, IJPT~ Ell POJJ,()V 

AP ~P ;, oi,eaiouvP17. "For if there had been given a law that 

· could give life, righteousness would indeed be by law." Po,m, 

without the article, is a law, and undoubtedly, as the context 



1 94 GALATIANS 

shows, a divine law, which the participial phrase o Svvdµevo~ 

two7roi~uai further describes as "a law that could give life." 

The form of the sentence marks it as a supposition contrary to 

fact (BMT 248). Such a sentence is often used to prove the 

falsity of the hypothesis from the unreality of the apodosis. 

CJ. chap. 1 10 1 Cor. 2 8 1 Jn. 2
19

• In this case the unreality of the 
apodosis, righteousness by law, is for the present assumed, to 

be proved later, in v.22. The fact thus established, that no law 

had been given that could give life, henc that this was not 

the purpose of the law of Moses, is adduced as proof (7dp is 
argumentative) that µ~ ryevoiro is the right answer to the 

question just asked, i. e., that the law is not against the prom­

ises. The validity of this proof for its purpose lies in the 

implication, not that the two are in agreement, being of the 

same intent and significance, but that they are in separate 

realms, established for different purposes, hence not conflicting. 

'Eir. v61J,ou is attested by all authorities except B and Cyr., who read 

ev Y61J.(Jl; ijv is attested by all authorities except FG 429, 2o6; ifv is read 

by ABC Cyr. before ijv; by N33, 218, 1912, 436, 462 after ijv; by 

429, 206 without ijv; by Db•t •KLP al. pler. Chr. Thdrt. before eir. v61J,ou; 

it is omitted by D* 88, 442, 1952 al. Dam. and, together with ijv, by 

FG. Alike external evidence and intrinsic and transcriptional prob­

ability point toe:,,. v61J,ou &Y ijv as the original reading. While 416 shows 

that Paul might omit &v, yet he more commonly inserts it, and when in­

serting it, places it before the verb; cf. chap. 11• 1 Cor. 2• n". Out of this 

reading arise in transcription that of ~, etc., and that of the Syrian 

authorities KLP, etc., by transposition of &Y; that of the Western 

authorities D*, etc., by the omission of &v (cf. the evidence on4"); that 

of B Cyr. by the substitution for e:,,. v61J,ou of the equally familiar 

eY Y61J.(Jl; and that of FG 429, 206 by the accidental omission of ijY, the 

two former from the Western reading, the two latter from the original 

reading. It will be observed that the insertion of ify in some position 

is attested by all non-Western authorities, and eir. Y61J,ou by all authori­

ties except B Cyr. The assumption of eY v61J.(Jl as original (WH.), neces­

sitating the derivation of the reading of AC from this original and then 

the derivation of all other variants from this secondary form, involves 

a genealogical relationship distinctly more difficult than that above 

proposed, as well as the adoption of a sub-singular reading of B against 

all other pre-Syrian authorities. 

On an attributive with the article after an indefinite substantive, see 
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W. XX 4 (WM. p. 174); Rad. p. 93; Gild. Syn. p. 283; Rob. p. 777; 

BMT 424. CJ. chap. 1 7 2" Acts 4", etc. 
Zwo-itotfo occurs in the Lxx in the sense, "to cause to live," "to 

give life": Neh. 9•: au (8e6;) ~wo-itotei; 't'<l -it&v-rcc. 2 Kgs. 57; "to save 

alive": Jdg. 21" Ps. 71 20• In N. T. it means "to cause to live," "to 

germinate" (of a seed): I Cor. 15"; '~o bring to life" (the dead): 

Rom. 811 I Cor. 15"; "to give spiritual life": Jn. 6" 2 Cor. 3 1• In 

the last passage it stands in antithesis to the death sentence of the 

law, and thus acquires a certain forensic sense. It is probable that 

this is the prominent c1ement in the thought of the word here; that it 

is, in fact, the causative of ~&:w as used in v." (see note on l;~ae't'cct 

there) and in effect means "to justify." That there is an associated 

idea of the ethical life which is imparted by the Spirit of God, as in 

2 20 5" (cf. 5"• 18) and Rom. 8•·•, or of the eternal life after death, as in 

Rom. 810
, 11 (note esp. 11), is not improbable. Ell. and Sief. make the 

reference exclusively to the latter, and interpret the argument as one 

from effect to cause: If there were a law that could give eternal life, 

then justification, which is the condition precedent of such life, would 

be in law. This, also, is possible, but less probable than a more direct ref­

erence to justification in l;wo-itoti')acc1. e,., v6(.l,ou (cf. textual note above), 

here as in v.18 (q. v.), expresses source--righteousness would have 

proceeded from law, had its origin in law. It is a qualitative phrase, 

but that which is referred to is the Mosaic law as a legalistic system. 

The emphasis of -Ii cltMtOO'UY?J is doubtless upon the forensic element in 

the meaning of the word (see detached note on ~t,.,cc1oauv?J VI B 2, 

and cf. esp; 2 21). The article reflects the thought that there is but one 

way of acceptance with God, the sentence meaning not, "there would 

be a wa.y of acceptance with God on a basis of legalism" (cf. 221), but 

"the way of acceptance would be," etc. 

22 ',.,. ' ' ,. • ,I..' l. , • ' • f • a"'"'a uvve,c"'eiuev 'T/ "fpa-,,'T/ Ta 'TT'a/lTa V'TT'O aµapnav 

"But the scripture shut up all things under sin." a:\Xa marks 

the contrast between the unreal hypothesis of v.21 and the 
actual fact as here stated, which furnishes the proof that the 

apodosis of v.21h, "righteousness would have been of law," and 

hence also the protasis, "if a law had been given that could 

give life," which that verse by its form implies to be contrary to 

fact, are actually such. That the proof is drawn from the 0. T. 

law implies that the latter is the only law actually in question, 

or that if the 0. T. law could not justify no law could. The 

scripture is probably Deut. 2i6, referred to in v.10-a passage 

from the law, and cited here as embodying the verdict of the 
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law. The reference to v.10 and the context in general give to 
inra aµaprtav the meaning "under condemnation of sin," 

( 

equivalent to inro ,cardpav in v.io. All this refers, it must be 

noted, not to God's sentence against men, but to the verdict 

of law. Paul is still arguing that from law comes no righteous­

ness, no justification; that for this one must come to God in 

faith. See the next clause. 

!:uvx).a{w is found in Greek writers from Herodotus down in various 

senses, but primarily with the meaning "to shut up," "to confine," 

either inceptive, "to put in confinement," or continuative, "to hold 

confined." So also in the Lxx, Ps. 30• (31•): oo auvexAEtaci:i; u.e a!,; 

xaipa:<; ex8pou. 77 (78) 50 ; likewise in N. T., Lk. s• Rom. II 32• 

In the usage of the N. T. writers in general and of Paul in particular 

the singular ypa:q,-li refers to a particular passage of the 0. T. Note 

the expressions TI ypa:'l'TJ a:B't"ll (Acts 8"), e't"epa: ypa:<plJ (Jn. 1937) 'ltliaa: 

ypa:q,-li (2 Tim. 310), and the fact that elsewhere in the Pauline epistles 

the singular is uniformly accompanied by a quotation (chap. 3• 4•• Rom. 

4• 911 1011 II 2
). See also r Tim. 518• In 2 Tim. 310, 'ltliaa: ypa:'l'TJ, a 

specific passage is, of course, out of the question. Deut. 27", quoted 

in v.• 0 , and Ps. 1432
, quoted in 2", would both be appropriate to the 

apostle's purpose in this v., but the remoteness of the latter passage 

makes against its being the one here meant. A reference to a passage 

itself in the law is, moreover, more probable in view of the fact that 

it is the function of this law that is under discussion. 

Ta 'ltci:v't"a:, equivalent to 't"OU<; 'ltci:V't"a:<; in Rom. II", refers to all who 

were under o 116[J.o<; (v."), i. e., the Jews, since at this point the ques­

tion pertains simply to the function or reason for existence of the law. 

On the neuter used of persons, the rhetorical effect being somewhat to 

obliterate the thought of individuals and to present those referred to 

as a solidarity, see 1 Cor. 1" Col. 1" Eph. 110 Jn. 1710• u'lto a[J.a:p't"!a:11 

in Rom. 7" (cf. 6"· ") means "under the power of sin" and in Rom. 3• 

"sinful" (though some interpreters take it in the sense of "under 

condemnation"). But these single instances of the phrase in different 

specific senses are not sufficient to set aside the clear evidence of the 

context in favour of the meaning, "under condemnation for sin," 

which is in itself equally possible. 

iva ;, E'TT'a''f"{E}Ja EiC 7dUTEW'; 'l17uov Xpurrov oo0fj Toi~ 

7rW-TEvovuiv. "that, on ground of faith in Jesus Christ, the prom­

ise might be given to those who believe." This clause ex­

presses the purpose of the shutting up, referred to in the pre­

ceding clause: a purpose which, as the mention of Jesus Christ 
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as the object of faith shows, is to be achieved not for each indi­
vidual in the period of law as he learns the lesson that law 

teaches, but in the historic establishment of the new principle; 

and a purpose of God, as is shown by the fact that the result 
described is that which is achieved in the gospel, which is for 

Paul the gospel of God. But this, in turn, implies that the 

shutting up was itself an act of God, or, more exactly, that the 

declaration of the scripture expressed something which God 

desired men to learn from the experience under law. In other 

words, though to isolate the law and understand it as ·defining 

the way of salvation is wholly to misunderstand God's attitude 

towards men, yet the law was given by God to accomplish a 

certain work preparatory to the giving of the gospel, viz., to 
demonstrate that men can not be justified on grounds of merit. 

Thus it is that Paul finds a way to reconcile his rejection of the 
legalism which he found in the law, with the divine origin of 

the law; instead of denying the latter, as Marcion later in effect 

did (Iren. Haer. I. 272
). 

'H E'lta.11i>.la. is manifestly, as in vv.14• ", the promise to Abraham, 
involved in the covenant, and, as in v. 14, is used by metonymy for the 

thing promised. See reff. there. Whether the reference is as in v. 14 

specifically to the Spirit, or more generally to acceptance with God 
with all that this involves, is impossible to say with certainty. On 

fa 'ltl<I'tewc; cf. 2 16, and notes and refL there. It here expresses the 

ground on which the giving (oo6fl) takes place. 'lriaou Xpta'toii is, as 

always after 'ltlO"tt<;, an objective genitive. See notes on 1ltd: 'ltlanwc; 

Xpta'toii 'll)aou, 2". 'tote; 'ltta'teuouatv, a general present participle 
(BMT 123) with generic article-to believers-is the indirect object 

of oo6fl. It is necessary to complete the sense, though the thought 

has been in effect expressed by iiit ?tla'tewc;. .The repetition emphasises 
the fact that oniy through faith could the promise be fulfilled. 

6. Characterisation of the condition under law, and, in 

contrast with it, the condition since faith came; 

then we were held in custody under law, now we 

are all sons of God, heirs of the promise (323
-29). 

In further confirmation of the temporariness of the law and 

the inferiority of the condition under it the apostle describes 
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the latter as one of custody, and that of a child under a 
pedagogue. Now, however, that that period is over and the 

full Christian experience of faith has come, we are no longer in 

subjection. Ye are sons of God, and all alike, without distinc­

tion of race, status, or sex, one in Christ Jesus; but if in him, 
and his, then also seed of Abraham. Thus the argument 

returns to its starting point in v.7. 
23But before the faith came, we were kept guarded under law, 

shut up for the obtaining of the faith that was to be revealed. 24So 

that the law has been for us a pedagogue to bring us to Christ, that 

we might be justified by faith. 25But the faith having come we are 

no longer under a pedagogue. 26For ye are all sons of God, through 

your faith, in Christ Jesus. 21For as many of you as were bap­

tised unto Christ did put on Christ. 28There is no Jew nor Greek, 

no slave nor free, no male and female; for ye are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 29And if ye are Christ's, then are ye seed of Abraham, 

heirs according to promise. 

23. 7rpo TOV 0€ €11.0€,v T~V 7r(unv inro vdµov eq,povpovµ€0a 

"But before the faith came, we were kept guarded under law." 

By T~v 7r(unv is meant not faith qualitatively; the article ex­

cludes this; not generically; Paul could not speak of this as 
having recently come, since, as he has maintained, it was at 

least as old as Abraham; nor the faith in the sense "that which 

is believed" (cf. on 1 23); but the faith in Christ just spoken of 

in v.22. That this was, in the apostle's view, fundamentally 

alike in kind with the faith of Abraham is clear not chiefly 

from the use of the same word, but from the apostle's definite 

defence of the Christian faith on the ground that the principle 

was established in the case of Abraham. That it was specifi­

cally different is indicated by the use of the definite article, the 
frequent addition of 'l77uov XpiuTov, and by the assertion of 

this verse that the faith came at the end of the reign of the 

law. The phrase inro voµov is a qualitative phrase, "under 

law," but the law referred to is, of course, that spoken of in 

v.19
, and this in turn the same as in v.13 (q. v.). That the sub­

jection referred to in this phrase was not absolute, exclud­

ing the possibility or privilege of faith, or justification by it, 
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js shown by v.11, and the argument of vv. 15«-. The law has a 

-real function, but that function is not the displacement of faith. 
CJ. on v.211

b. That the apostle has so far modified his thought 
of that function since v.u as to be speaking here in eq,povpovµe0a 

of protection against transgressions is wholly improbable, for 

though q,povpew in itself may be used of a protective guarding 

(2 Cor. II
32 Phil. 47 I Pet. 1 6, and examples in classical writers) 

yet the proximity of v.19 and the participle a-vv,c"JI.EuJµevo, 

compel us to understand it here of a restrictive guarding. 
<1'VPtc"'A.eioµevo, ek T~P µe'"'A."'A.ova-av 7r{qnp a'1T'Otca"'A.vq,0rjva,. 

"shut up for the obtaining of the faith that was to be 
revealed." On the meaning of a-vvtc"'A.eioµevoi, see a-vvetc"JI.Eia-ev, 

v.22. It is here a present participle of identical action, hence 
used in its continuative sense, "to hold in confinement," as in 

Aristot. Part. Animal. II 9. 8 (654 b36
): al a-vvtc"'A.elova-ai '1T'MV­

pa~ ro a-rrj0o<;. The sense "having been put into confine­

ment" would demand an aor. or perfect participle, the latter 

of which some mss., most of them late, have. The participle 
µe"'A."'A.ova-av, limiting 7r{a-nv, marks the latter as future from 

the point of view of the verb eq,povpovµe0a (BMT 142); the 

revelation is at the time of the writing already past. ek may 

be either temporal, as in Phil. 1 10 2 16, or telic, "in order to 

produce, give, or obtain'' (in this case the latter), as in 1 Cor. 

55 Rom. 325 Col. 1
29 Acts 2 38 

1 Pet. 1 3, 4• So Th. for this passage, 

interpreting it "that we might the more readily embrace the 

faith when its time should come." Of similar ambiguity and 
interestingly parallel to this passage is 1 Pet. 1 5, q,povpovµevow 

oul 7r{a-rew,; er~ <1'WT7]p{ap bo{µ7JP a7ro,ca"'A.vq,0rjva, EP ,caipfj, €<1'­

xdr'¾] (cj. vv.3, 
4
), which may mean "guarded until (we obtain) 

a salvation," etc., or "that we may obtain." The temporal 

meaning is the simpler, finding in the phrase less that is not 

certainly expressed by it, but in view of the fact that er~ with 

temporal force is usually followed by a term of time, and thatl 
the thought which the telic sense implies is expressed both in, 

v.20 above and v.24 below, it is probably best to suppose it to. 
· be intended here also. On a,ro,ca"'A.vq,0rjva,, see detached note, 

p. 433, and cj. esp. Rom. 1 17 818 
I Cor. 2

10 Eph. 36 1 Pet. 1 6• 
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24. l,uTe o vdµor;·.,,.ai~aryw_ryb<; ~µ;;,.,, ,yl-yovev elr; XpttrTov, "So 

that the law has been for us a pedagogue to bring us to Christ." 
o vd~ has the same significance as in v.23, except that it is 
here definitely instead of qualitatively spoken of. A .,,.a,oa,yw­

,ytk was a slave employed in Greek and Roman families to have 

general charge of a boy in the years from about six to sixteen, 
watching over his outward behaviour and attending him when­

ever he went from home, as e. g. to school. See exx. below. 
By describing the law as having the functions of a .,,.a.oa-yw-yck 

Paul emphasises both the inferiority of the condition of those 
under it, analogous to that of a child who has not yet arrived 

at the freedom of a mature person, and its temporariness (cf. 

v.26). dr; Xpurrdv may be temporal (cf. on etr; -r~v ••• .,,.{trnv, 

v.23
) or may be pregnantly used. For exx. of a somewhat 

similar though not identical pregnant force, see Rom. 818, 
21 

Mt. 201 I Pet. I 11 , Ta ek XpttrTOV '1ra017µara. In view of the 

fact that dr; temporal usually takes a temporal object, and of 
the final clause, rva •.. oucaiw0roµev, the pregnant use is 

here the more probable. Yet it does not follow, nor is it prob­

able that it is to Christ as a teacher that men are thought of 
as coming; the functions of the .,,.a,oa-yw-yck were not so exclu­

sively to take the boy to school as to suggest this, and the 

apostle's thought of Christ both in general and in this passage 

is not of~ as a teacher but as one through faith in whom 
men were to be saved. Nor is the reference to the individual 

experience under law as bringing men individually to faith in 

Christ. For the context makes it clear that the apostle is speak­

ing, rather, of the historic succession of one period of revela­

tion upon another and the displacement of the law by Christ. 

See esp. vv.23 •• 25a. How the law accomplished its task is in 

no way intimated in this word or phrase, but appears in the 
:final clause following, and the repeated intimations of the 

entire context. See esp. vA CJ. Th. s. v . .,,.a,oa-yw-yck. 

On the use of the word 11:a11'a-yw-y6c;, see Hdt. 8": I:!x,woc;, oldnic; 

cle xal ,cczt!icz-yw-yoc; ~v '\'WY 0eµtcrtox)..foc; ,ccz!8wv. Eur. Ion, 725, @,cpfo~u 

-,;a,aa-yw-y' 'Epex6.!w,; ,ccz't'p6,; 't'oOµou 11:o't'' !iY'l'oc;, and esp. the following 

passage quoted by Ltft. ad lac. from Plato, Lysis, 208 C: aa aO't'ov iciiacv 
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c!pxeiv cm11u-toO, ~ oO~! -;oO-to &,t1-;p{,coua! ao1; TI~ rap, IV'], l,c1-;p&oua1v; 

• A)..).' &pxet -tic; aou; ·oa, 'ICCX1i!lcxyc.,y6c;, lq,1), Mw11 i!loii)..oc; &'111; • AA).~ -tl 

1.1:1111; i)p.mp6c; re, fvq. ·H !11111611, ~ll i!I' erw, i)..eu8epo11 llY'tcx b'ltb i!lou)..ou 

cfpxea8cx1. -t! !le 'ICOIWll ex~ o~-;o~ 0 'ICCXlclcxyc.,y6c; CJOU cfpxe1; • A TCllll i!l-1),cou, 

lq,'ll, elc; !l1!icxeJX&)..ou. See also Xen. Laced. 31: i-tcx11 re 1.1-1111 e~ 'ICCX/clc.,11 ale; 

-tb 1.1,11pcxit1oiia8cx1 iit{xz/lll,)CJ1, 'tTJYll!.CXU't'cx ol µh cf)..)..01 'ltcxuoua, µ.~11 ci,co fll­

clcxywywv, 'ICOIUOUCJI i!I~ ltOll ci'ltb !l1clcxalt&)..c.,y, cfpxoua, i!I~ 06i!le11ec; 1-tl cx6-twll, 

cf)..)..' 010-to1161.1,ouc; ciq,~0111. Plut. 'F'ab. 5•: ol -;bv 1.1,!11 <1>&131011 ClltW'lt'tOY'tec; Ml 

itOl't01q>po11oiiv-;ec; • Aw!l3ou m1clcxyc.,yb11 ci'Jteltci)..ouv. The word is frequent in 

Plutarch's Lives. With the 'IC011i!IO!yc.,y!cx of Plut. Numa, 151 (cf. Ltft.) in 

the sense ot "moral education" this passage has little or no connection. 
For further treatment and references, see Beck.er, Charicles, E.T. 4th 

ed., pp. 226f.; Becker and Marquardt, Rom. Alt. vol. I, pp. n4, 122, 164; 
Girard, L'&I.ucationAthtnien~, pp. 114jf.; Cramer, De&I.ucalumePue­
,orum apud Athenienses, Marburg, 1823. Harper's Dictionary of Clas­
sical Lit. and Antiq., art. "Education"; HDB, art. "Schoolmaster"; 
further references to sources in L. & S. s. v. 

rva e" wl<Trew,; 15t1'«twO;,µe11· "that we might be justified 

by faith." The clause expresses the ultimate purpose of the 
law in its function as 7ratOa-yw-ych, as v.19 expresses the imme­

diate intended result. The emphasis of the expression is on 
ou,aiwO;,µe11, not on EiC 1rturew,;, as if there were different 

ways of justification, and the purpose of the law was that we 

might be justified in this rather than in some other way; for 

the apostle maintains that there is no other way. CJ. EiC 
7r{urewr; Xpiurov in 2 16h, which is similarly added for complete­

ness, and with descriptive rather than restrictive force. On 
the meaning of EiC 7r{urew,;, cf. also on 216h (pp. 121, 123), and 
on oi,caiwOroµe11 see detached note on /l.{,cawr;, etc., p. 473. 

25. l>..OovU'f/'> Oe njr; 7rUTTEW'> OV/CETt inro 7r«toa-yw-yd11 euµe11. 

"But the faith having come we are no longer under a peda­
gogue." The article with 7rUTTEW'; is restrictive, and the refer­

ence is as in v.24 (q. v.) to the faith in Christ. OV1'eTL is tem­

poral, contrasting the two periods of time, with possibly a 

suggestion of consequence, the post Jwc being also a propter hoe. 
CJ. on 318• The phrase inro 7raioa-y<Aryo11 is equivalent, as con­

cerns the fact referred to, to inro vdµo11, the epithet being sub-

. stituted for the name; but conveys more clearly than inro vdµov 

the idea of subjection and inferior standing. The coming of 
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the faith is a historic event, identical with the giving of the 
gospel (see 44, 6 Rom. 1 16

• 
17), not an experience of successive 

individuals. CJ. on v.24. How far this historic event was itself 
conditioned on personal experience, or how. far it repeats itself 

in the experience of each believer is remote from the apostle's 

thought here . 
. 26. ITavTe~ "(ctp vlot 0eou EG'TE Sul r;,~ 'TT'UTTE~ ev Xpurrfi> 

'l17uou. "For ye are all sons of God, through your faith, in 

Christ Jesus." By the change from the first person of v.25
, 

with its reference to the Jewish Christians, to the second person 
in this v. the apostle applies the thought of that v. directly to 

his readers. One must supply as the connecting thought to 

which "(ap is, as often, directly related, some such phrase as, 

"And this applies to all of you." That 'TT'avre~ is emphatic is 

indicated by its position, but esp. by the continuation of the 

thought of universality in v.28. It may then mean "all you 

Gentiles," so including the Galatians; or if, as is possible, there 

were some Jews in the Galatian churches, it may mean "all 
you Galatians," emphasising the fact that the statements of 

v.26 apply to all the Christians of Galatia, Gentiles as well as 

Jews. In either case viot 0eou, a qualitative expression with­
out the article, repeats and explicates the idea of ov,ceri wo 
7raiSa"(w-ydv (cf. the use of various phrases for the related idea 

"sons of Abraham" in vv.7• 9• 29). The emphasis of tlie ex­

pression is, therefore, upon "sons of God" as objects of God's 

favour, men in filial favour with God. See detached note on 

Titles and Predicates of Jesus, V, p. 404. CJ. 44
• 

6 for the 

expression of the thought that subjection to law and sonship 
to God are mutually exclusive.· That b Xpurrcp 'l17uov does 

not limit 7r{ure~ is evident because Paul rarely employs ev 

after 7r{un~ (see, however, Col. 1 4 Eph. 1 16), and in this letter 

always uses the genitive (21~ 20 322), but especially because 

vv.27
• 

28 take up and dwell upon the fact that the Galatians are 

in Christ Jesus. -And this fact in turn shows that, unless Paul 
shifts his thought of the meaning of ev after he has used it 

before Xpiurij, 'l17uou, it has here its metaphorical spatial 

sense, marking Christ as one in whom the believers live, with 
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whom they are in fellowship. This does not of necessity exclude 

the thought that Christ is the basis of their sonship to God, 
but makes this a secondary and suggested thought. For a 

similar instance of a phrase introduced by ev standing after 
7r(a-n,; but limiting an earlier element of the sentence, see 
ev ••• aTµari Rom. 325, -rij,; 7r(rnEwr;, standing then with­

out limitatio;n, the article may refer specifically to the Chris­

tian type of faith, as in vv.2a. 25, or to the faith of the Galatians, 

meaning "your faith"; cf. 2 Cor. r24• The latter is more prob­

able because of the personal character of the statement as 

against the impersonal, historical, character of vv.23
• 

25
, 

On 8a6~ without the article in uto1 ·oaou, see on chap. 48• 

27. l,uoi 'Yap El,; Xpt<T'TOV e/3a7rdu81J'TE, Xpt<T'TOV evE8vuau0E· 

"For as many of you as were baptised unto Christ did put on 

Christ." The fact that the verbs are in the second person, 

requires the insertion of the words "of you" into the transla­

tion, though they are not in the Greek. But it must not be 
supposed that 8uo, includes only a part of the 7rdv-rer;; for this 

would be itself in effect to contradict the preceding v. By 

e{3a7r-r{u81JTE the apostle undoubtedly refers to Christian bap­

tism, immersion in -water. See Th. s. v. II; Preusch. s. v.; 

M. and M. Voc. s. v. This is the uniform meaning and appli­

cation of the term in Paul (r Cor. r 13•17 1213 r529 Rom. 63), with 

the single exception of r Cor. 102, where he speaks of the bap­

tism of the Israelites into Moses in the cloud and in the sea 

as a thing of similar character and significance with Christian 
baptism. Nowhere does he use the term in a figurative sense 
as in Mk. 1 8b 1038, 39 Jn. r33b Acts r 5b. Ek Xpiu-rov is probably 

to be taken here and in Rom. 63 in the sense "with reference to 

Christ" (on this use of Ek see Th. B II 2 a), and as equiva­
lent to Ek To lJvoµa Xpiu-rov. See more fully in fine print 

below. "To put on Christ" is to become as Christ, to have 

his standing; in this context to become objects of the divine 

favour, sons of God, as he is the Son of God. CJ. 46, 
7

• By 

the whole sentence the apostle reminds his readers that they, 

who have been baptised, in confession of their acceptance of 
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Christ, already possess all that it is claimed that circumcision 
and works of law could give them, viz., the divine favour, a 
relation to God like that which Christ sustains to God. It is 
a substantiation ('ydp) of the assertion of v.16, that they are 
sons of God, drawn from an interpretation of the significance 

of their baptism. 

The idiom iva61allcz1 with a personal object is found in late Greek 
writers. Thus in Dion. Hal. Antiq. II. 5•, ,:ov Tczpx6v1ov exdvov ivi!lu-

6\J.evo1, "playing the part of that Tarquinius"; Libanius, Ep. 968 (350 

A. D.), p!,jlac; 'tOV a,:p(l"l:l6mJV ave8u 'tOV aoipt<rnjV: "He laid aside the char­

acter of the soldier, and put on that of the sophist." It occurs once in 
the Lxx with a somewhat different force: Isa. 4911: mv,:czc; cz6,:ou,; w,; 
x6aµov avll6an, xc,;l -xep18~a£1<; cz6,:ouc; we; x6a[J.ov, w,; v6[J.ip'IJ, and several 
times in N. T.: Rom. 13": ci)..).d: ,MJ6acza8e ,:ov x6p1ov 'l?Jaoiiv Xp1a,:6v. 

Col. 3•·10, ci-xex!lua&:[J.EVot ,:ov -x0e)..0e1ov &v8pCil"ll:ov auv ,:ai,; 1tp&:l;.a1v 0eu,:oii, 

xc,;l ivi!lua&:[J.Evo1 ,:ov veov ,:bv civ0CX0C1vo6[J.evov. Eph. 4tt•14; ci~o6i!a60e1 ••• 

,:ov -x0e)..0e1ov &v6pw-xov • • • x0el avll6a0ea60e1 ,:ov x0e1vov &v6pw-xov. The 

related figure of clothing one's self with strength, righteousness, glory, 

salvation, occurs frequently in 0. T.: Prov. 3111 Job 811 29" 3911 Ps. 

921 103 (104) 1 131 (132)•· "· 18 Isa. 51• 521 61 10 1 Mac. 111; and a sim­
ilar figure with a variety of objective limitations in N. T.: Rom. 

13": av8uaw[J.e80t 'tO: ~'ltA0C 'tOU q,w,:6c;. 1 Cor. 1561 : evll6a~0CI ciq,80tpal0tv 

••• evl5ua0ea60e1 ci60ev0ea!0ev. 1554 : ev86:J"l)'t0CI ci60ev0ea!0CV. Eph. 611 : av86-

a0ta8e tjv -x0evo-xA!0CV ,:oii 6eoii. 6", ilv8ua&:[J.evo1 ,:ov 6wp0CX0C 'tiJc; !11x0t1oa6V1)c;. 

Col. 311 : lvMaaa6e ••• ait)..&:yxV01 o!x,:tp[J.oii. 1 Th. 5•, evi!lua&:[J.evo18wp0tll.QI 

1t!anw,; x0el .xrix1t?Jc;. These passages show that the idiom conveyed no 
suggestion of putting on a mask, but referred to an act in which one 

entered into actual relations. Used with an impersonal object, it 

means "to acquire," "to make a part of one's character or possessions" 

(1 Thes. 51 1 Cor. 15"• "Rom. 1311 Col. 3"); with a personal object it 
signifies "to take on the character or staµ.ding" of the person referred 

to, "to become," or "to become as." See Rom. 13" Col. 310; note 
in each case the adjacent example of the impersonal object and cf. 

the exx. from Dion. Hal. (where the context makes it clear that 1:011 Totp. 

ex. avllu6[J.svo1 means "acting the part of Tarquinius," "standing in 

his shoes,") and Libanius. This meaning is appropriate to the present 

passage. The fact that the Galatians have put on Christ is cited as 

proof that they are sons of God as Christ is the Son of God. 

The preposition e!c; with l)ot'lt't!~w signifies (a) literally and spatially 

"into," followed by the element into which one is plunged: Mk. 1•; cf. 

r'"; (b) "unto" in the telic sense, "in order to obtain": Acts 211; (c) 
followed by 6vo[J.0t, "with respect to," specifically, "with mention or 
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confession of": 1 Cor. 111," Mt. 2811 Acts 811 19•; with similar force 
but without the use of l!voµcc: Acts 19•. It was formerly much dis­

cussed whether here and in Rom. 6• the meaning is the same as iD 
1 Cor. 1 13• ", etc., or whether e!c; signifies "into fellowship with," Th. 
(cf. {¼ml1J.>, II b. aa) Ell., S. and H. on Rom., et al. hold; Sief. combines 

the two views. As between the two the former is to be preferred, for, 
though the conception of fellowship with Christ in his death is ex­

pressed in the context of Rom. 6•, neither general usage of the phrase 

nor that passage in particular warrant interpreting ~ccm£~1,1 e!c; as 

having other than its usual meaning, "to baptise with reference to." 

But if this is the case with Rom. 6•, then usage brings to the present 
passage no warrant for finding in it any other than the regula.r meaning 

of the phrase, and the context furnishing none, there is no ground for 

discovering it here. More recent discussion, however, has turned upon 

the question whether in both groups of passages (1 Cor. 1 13, "Acts 811 

191, as well as Rom. 61 and here) there is a reference to the use of the 
name in baptism with supposed magical effect, as in the mystery relig­

ions. See Preusch. s. "· ~a:m~1,1 and literature there referred to, esp. 
Heitmilller, Taufe und Abendmahl; also Lake, The Earlier Epistles of 

St. Paul, pp. 383-391; Case, The Evolution of Early Christianity, pp. 

347 f. For the purposes of this co=entary it must suffice to point 
out the following outstanding facts affecting the interpretation of 
Paul's thought: (a) The use of ~a:'lt't(~1,1 e!c; -rb llvoµa: was in all prob­

ability derived from the usage of the mystery religions, and to one 

familiar with that usage would suggest the ideas associated with such 
phraseology. (b) The apostle constantly lays emphasis on faith and 

the Spirit of God (see, e. g., s•· 11• 18• '') as the characteristic factors of 
the Christian experience. It would seem that if, denying all spiritual 

value to such a physical rite as circumcision, he ascribed effective force 

to baptism, his arguments should have turned, as they nowhere do, on 
the superiority of baptism to circumcision. (c) 1 Cor. 101•11 makes it 

probable that the Corinthians were putting upon their Christian bap­

tism the interpretation suggested by the mystery religions, viz., that 
it secured their salvation. Against this view Paul protests, using the 

case of the Israelites passing through the Red Sea, which he calls a 

baptism into Moses, to show that baptism without righteousness does 
not render one acceptable to God. This may, of course, signify only 

that he conceived that the effect of baptism was not necessarily per­

manent, or that to baptism it is necessary to add a righteous life. But 

it is most naturally interpreted as a protest against precisely that doc­

trine of the i;nagical efficiency of physical rites which the mystery 

religions had made current. If this is the case and if the thought of 

the apostle here is consistent with that in I Cor. 10, the relation between 

the fact referred to in the relative clause and that of the principal 
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clause is not (as in 3' Rom. 814) causal, but that of symbol and symbol­
ised fact. The requirement of the passage that there shall be a natural 

connection of thought both between this v. and the preceding, and 
between the two clauses of this, is met by supposing (1) that the 

exceptional mention of baptism in this passage (as, e. g., instead of faith) 

was suggested by its relation as the initiatory Christian rite to circum­
cision (cf. Col. 2 11, 12) which the Galatians were being urged to accept, 

and (2) that there was something in the act of baptism as thought of 

by the apostle which suggested the figure of being clothed with Christ. 

This may have been that in baptism one was, as it were, clothed with 
the water, or, possibly, that the initiate was accustomed to wear a 

special garment. To such a relation in thought between fact and out­
ward symbol there can be, despite Lake's statement that such a thought 

was almost unknown to the ancients, no serious objection in view of 

Gal. 2 20 Rom. s" 1 Cor. u". If, indeed, the relation is causal, the 
apostle must have changed his conception of the matter between the 

writing of Gal. and 1 Cor., or he conceived of the rite as having no 

necessarily permanent . effect and its value as conditioned upon the 
maintenance of a morally pure life. 

28. OVIC lvi 'Iovoai<><; OVOE "EAA1JV, OUK lvi &v~ ouoe 
tAev0ep<><;, OUIC lvi apa-ev ,ea, 0ipw· "There is no Jew nor 

Greek, no slave nor free, no male and female." Following the 
previous sentence without connective either causal or illative, 

these words do not demand to be closely joined in thought to 

any specific element of what immediately precedes. With the 

thought of the basis of acceptance with God in mind, expressed 

in v.26 in the form that through faith men become sons of God, 

and in v.27 in a different form, the sweep of his thought carries 

him beyond the strict limits of the question at issue in Galatia 

to affirm that all distinctions are abolished, and to present an 

inspiring picture of the world under one universal religion. 

ev Xpurrcp, expressed in the similar passage 56, and implied in 

Col. 311, is doubtless to be mentally supplied here also. It is 

only in the religion of Christ that Paul conceives that men can 

thus be brought together. That he is speaking of these dis­

tinctions from the point of view of religion is evident from the 

context in general, but especially from his inclusion of the 

ineradicable distinction of sex. The passage has nothing to do 

directly with the merging of nationalities or the abolition of 
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slavery. CJ. I Cor. 717•24• Nor are the passages from ancient 
writers, quoted, e. g., by Zahn ad toe. (p. 187), in which these 
distinctions are emphasised, directly antithetical to this affirma­
tion of the apostle. Yet that the principle had its indirect 
social significance is shown in the implications of the Antioch 
incident 2 11•14, and in Phm. 16, 16 Col. 41• 

,.On "EAA'IJV, meaning Gentile, not specifically Greek, see on 2•. l!vt, 

not a contracted form of l!vecrt1, but a lengthened form of ev, M with 
recessive accent, but having the force of lvaa-rt or 1!vatat, as 'ltapa: and 
e'ltl are used with the force of l!'ltaa-r, and 1ta:pea't"t, may, like the form 
l!vaa't"t itself, mean either "it is present," "there is," or "it is possible." 
See W. § XIV 1 (older eds. 2); Bl.-D. 98; Hatzidakis, Einleitung in die 
neugriechische Grammatik, 207, and the examples of both meanings 
given in L. & S. Ltft., without assigning reasons, maintains that oO'X. 

l!v1 must here negative "not the fact only but the possibility," and 
RV. adopts this interpretation in all the N. T. instances: Jas. 1 17 

1 Cor. 6• Col. 311, and the present passage. But in none of these pas­
sages does the context demand this meaning, and in 1 Cor. 6• it is a dis­
tinctly difficult meaning. In 4 Mac. 4" the meaning is clearly "it is 
possible," but in Sir. 37• as clearly "there is (in it)." It seems neces­
sary therefore to make clioice between the two meanings for the 
present passage solely by the context. And this favours the meaning 
"there is" (so Sief. Bous.) rather than "there can be." There is 
nothing in the sentence to suggest that Paul has passed from the state­
ment of fact to that of possibilities. On the other hand, it is apparently 
true that the word never quite loses the force derived from ev as a 
preposition of place, and that one must mentally supply after it a 
prepositional phrase introduc-ed by ev, or the like: in this case not 
ev l!1J,i11, for whicli the context furnishes no basis, but ev Xpta-rcj>, as 
suggested by Xpta't"oY evecluvaa6e and 5•. 

'ITQ,Jl'T~ -yap vµe'i<; el<; EIT'TE €JI XpttT'T<p 'l17uoii. "for ye are 

all one in Christ Jesus." These words confirm, by repeating 
it in another form, the thought of the preceding sentence. elr; 

may be taken distributively and qualitatively, or inclusively 
and numerically. In the former case the meaning is: once in 

Christ Jesus, whether you be Jew or Gentile, slave or master, 
man or woman, all these distinctions vanish ( there is no respect 

of persons with God); it is as if it were always the same person 

reappearing before him. CJ. 1 Cor. 38
• In the latter case the 
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thought is that all those in Jesus Christ merge into one per­

sonality. CJ. 1 Cor. 1017 1212
, 

13 Rom. 124• 5 Col. 316
• There is 

little ground for a choice between the two ideas. Both are 

equally Pauline and equally suitable to the immediate context. 

Only in the fact that the s~ond interpretation furnishes a 

sort of middle term between the assertion of v.16b that Christ 

is the seed, and that of v.29 that those who are Christ's are seed 

of Abraham is there a ground of preference for the second in­
terpretation, and this only in case 16h is from Paul. Ev Xpunq, 

'I'7uoii is doubtless to be understood substantially as in v.26
, 

describing Jesus Christ as the one in whom they live, by whom 
their lives are controlled, with the added suggestion that by 

this fact their standing before God is also determined. 

d; fo,;e i!v Xp1a,;1J> 'h1aou: so N'BCDKLP al. pler. Syr. (psh.) Boh. (but 

some mss. omit 'hiaou) Clem. Athan. Chrys. Euthal. Thdrt. al.; lv ea,;e: FG 

33, d e f g Vg. Or. Athan Bas. al.; fo,;e Xp1a,;ou 'lqaou, omitting d~: NA, 

but A. has i!v deleted after ea,;e. N is thus a witness to ev X. I. as well as 

to the genitive. With practically all the witnesses, except A, attesting i!v X. 

I. against NA for the genitive there can be no doubt that the reading of the 
latter is derivative, due to assimilation to v. 21 • Before ,!a,;e, e!; is clearly the 

original reading, changed by Western authorities to !v, as in 311 ll; is changed 

to lS by a part of the Western documents. 

29. et ~e vµ,e'i,r; Xpto-roii, Jpa roii 'A(3paaµ o-1repµa EO"re, Kar' 

E'TrO-"("(e"A.{av KA'YJpovoµot. "And if ye are Christ's, then are 

ye seed of Abraham, heirs according to promise." Se is con­

tinuative, the new sentence adding fresh inferences from what 

has already been said. The conditional clause, expressing in 
itself a simple supposition, refers, as is frequently the case, to 

something .assumed to be true. BMT 244. vµe'i,r; Xpiuroii is 

assumed to have been previously affirmed or implied, and 
doubtless in elr; Ev Xp,urfi> '1110-oii or in Ev Xpto-rfi, 'I'7o-oii alone. 

Of these latter alternatives the second is more probable, since 

there is nothing to indicate that in this v. the apostle is intend­

ing to carry forward the idea of the unity of believers in one 

body, or their equal standing before God. Had this been his 

purpose, he must have employed some such phraseology as 
that of 1 Cor. 1212, 27, or Rom. 126, e. g., elr; [or iv uooµa] EV 
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Xp,"-r<p, or -ro q/;,µa Xp,(1-rov. •· More probably, therefore, the 

genitive is to be taken, as in 1 Cor. 323 ; cf. vv.21
• 

22
; also Rom. 

88, 9, with its implication that those who have the 'spirit of 

Christ are pleasing to God, and Rom. 817 • 
32

, with the sugges­

tion that believers are sharers in the possessions of Christ, 
objects of God's love. In the words TOV 'A{3paaµ (17repµa the 

apostle reverts abruptly to the thought first expressed in v.7 

but repeated in variant phraseology in vv.9• 13• The prize 

which the opponents of Paul had held before the eyes of the 
Galatians,,and by which they hoped to persuade them to accept 

circumcision and become subjects of the law, was the privilege 

of becoming seed of Abraham, and so heirs of the promise to 

him and to his seed. This prize, the apostle now assures the 

Galatians, belongs to them by virtue of the fact that they are 

Christ's, as in v. 7 he had said it belongs to those who are of 
faith. In the phrase ,ca-r' E'TT'a"("(EX{ap ,cX71povoµo, both nouns 

are qualitative, but the substance of the thought recalls 
the previous mention of the promise and the inheritance in 
vv.u, 1s, 17, 18 , 19 , 21 , 22, and emphasises the aspect of Abrahamic 

sonship that is important to the apostle's present purpose. On 

the use of ,cX71povoµ~, see detached note on il,a017K71, p. 503. 

The ,cX71povoµ{a is, doubtless, as in v.18 (q. v. and cf. v.14
), the 

blessing of justification. The absence of the article before 

(17repµa is significant. Paul does not say to his readers, "Ye 

are the seed of Abraham," as he might perhaps have done if, 
having written v.16b, he wished now to identify the followers 

of Christ with Christ as the seed of Abraham. Observe, also, 
that in the preceding clause he has not said, "ye are Christ," 
but "ye are Christ's." Though the article before 'A{3pa&,µ is 

restrictive, as in Rom. 413
, directing the thought to a preceding 

mention of him and probably to vv. 7• 9• 1&a, yet q7r/pµa, being 

without the article, is indefinite or qualitative. It may desig­

nate its subject as included in the seed (as distinguished from 

constituting it, which would have required the article) or, like 

vlo~ 'A{3padµ in v.7, ascribe to them the standing and privilege 

of Abrahamic seed. CJ. 'lovoa,~ Rom. 228
• 

29
• If we suppose 

that Paul wrote v.16b, the reasoning is probably to this effect: 
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"If you belong to Christ, who is the seed of Abraham, you share 

his standing as such." If v.16b is not from him the thought may 

be more akin to that of the passages cited above (1 Cor. 321
-

23 

Rom. 311, 32): "If ye are Christ's then by virtue of that fact you 

are objects of God's approval," which for the purposes of argu­

ment against his opponents he translates into "seed of Abra­
ham," since in ·their vocabulary that phrase really means 

"acceptable to God." In either case the phrase "seed of Abra­

ham" is a synonym for objects of God's approval; the occasion 

of its employment was its use by those whose views and argu­
ments Paul is opposing; and the ground of its application to 

the Gentiles is in their relation to Christ. The matter of 

doubt is whether a previous designation of Christ as the seed 

of Abraham (v.16b) furnished the ground for applying the term 

qualitatively to those who being in Christ are Christ's, or the 

reasoning is independent of a previous application of the phrase 

to Christ. 

7. Continuation of the argument for the inferiority of 

the condition under law, with the use of the illus­

tration of guardianship (41- 1). 

Still pursuing his purpose of persuading the Galatians that 

they would lose, not gain, by putting themselves under the law, 

Paul compares the condition under law to that of an heir who 

is placed under a guardian for a period fixed by the father and 

in that time has no freedom of action, and describes it as a 

bondage under the elements of the world. Over against this 

he sets forth the condition into which they are brought by 

Christ as that of sons of God, living in filial and joyous fellow­

ship with God. 
1Now I say, so long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way 

from a slave, though he is lord of all, 2but is under guardians and 

stewards until the time set by the father. 3So also we, when we 

were children, were enslaved under the elements of the world. 4But 

when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, made subject to law, 6that he might deliver those that were 
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under law, that we might receive the adoption. 6And because ye 

are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying, Abba, Father. 7So that thou art no longer a slave but a 

son, and if son, then heir through God. 

1 A I ~.l > A,_> " I ' "\ I I I > , e-yw oc:, e.,, OUOP x,poPOP O ""'1JpOPoµa<; V1]1T'W<; eunv, 

OV0£P oia<f,epet OOVMV ,cvpta<; 1T'Q,PTWP WP, 2. aXXa V'TT'O €1T'1,­

Tp01T'OV<; EUTl ,cat 0£,covoµovr; ax,pt Tfj<; 1rpo0euµ(a<; TOV 

'TT'aTpor;. "Now I say, so long as the heir is a child, he differs 

in no way from a slave, though he is lord of all, but is under 
/guardians and stewards until the time set by the father." 

Though the argument introduced in 323 was brought to a con­

clusion in v.29 with a reversion to the thought of 37, the apostle 
now takes up again the thought of the inferiority of the con­
dition under law (note the resumptive Ae"(W oe; cf. on 317 and • 

516
); availing himself of the familiar custom of guardianship 

and of current laws or usages concerning it, he compares the 
condition of those under law to that of an heir who in his youth 

and till a time appointed by his father, though prospective 

owner of the whole estate, is subject to guardians, and char­

acterises it as practical slavery. The sting of the argument is 
in P~'TT'tO<;, ooiiXO<;, and V'TT'O E'TT'tTpO'TT'OV<; ,cal 0£,covoµovr;, which 

he employs to describe the condition of those under law; its 
persuasive element is in ax,pt ... 'TT'aTpo<; which suggests that the 

time of slavery has gone by, and men ought now to be free. 

The term ltA'l)pov6µo,;, "heir," suggests that the illustration is taken 
from the law or custom of inheritance, the son inheriting from a de­
ceased father ('lt'oc-.p6,;) under the will of the latter. Nor does this 
element of the illustration create serious incongruity between illus­
tration and thing illustrated. For an illustration is not necessarily 
perfect at every point, and there is no decisive reason why the apostle 
should not illustrate the condition of the Jewish nation or of the human 
race in the period of law by that of a son who is under guardians await­
ing an appointed time to take possession of the property left him by 
his father's will; the point of the illustration lying not in the condition 
of the father, but in the relation of the.son to his guardians. But 
neither does ltA 'l)pov6µo,; necessarily imply that in the illustration, still 
less in the thing illustrated, the father is dead in the period of the 
guardianship; since a guardianship may be created during the lifetime 
of the father, and the term ltA'l)pov6µ.o,; may be used proleptically sim-



212 GALATIANS 

ply to describe the son as the one who is eventually to possess the 

property. CJ. :1t6pto<; 1t&:nwv Cw, and see detached note on A.tci6ii:1t1J, 

p. 496. 
Nii1ttoi;, properly "one without understanding," is used by Greek 

writers and in the Lxx both in this sense and with the meaning "child"; 

in N. T. apparently in the latter sense (1 Cor. 1311 Eph. 4") with the 

added implication of immaturity, intellectual or moral. No instance 

has been pointed out of its use as a technical term for a minor, a child 

not possessed of manhood's rights, but it is evidently this characteristic 

of a child that the apostle here has specially in mind. :1t6pto<; is used 

in the sense, rather infrequent in N. T., of "owner," with the added 

idea of control. CJ. Mt. 20• 21". The participle Cw is, of course, con­

cessive. See BMT 437.8. 

The phrase e1tt-rp61touc; :1<ctl o!...av6µouc; has given rise to much dis­

cussion as to the precise meaning of the words and the law which the 

apostle has in mind. The difficulty, however, pertains not to i!1C!-rpo1Coc;. 

This is a frequent word for the guardian of a minor orphan. See Plato, 

Legg. VI 766 C: Xctl i!ch opq>ctYWY i!1thpo1toc; 'tEAEU'tTJCln 'tt<;. Dern. 9882
: 

-ro6'tlJlY 'Ap!a-rcitxµoc; e1t!-rp01to<; :1tctl :l<l)OEIJ.WY eyeve6' b.:1tct!oe:1<ct l!'t'I), Xen. 

M em. I. 2 40 : Aeye-rctt yap 'AA:1tt~t<XO'l)Y, 1tplY e!...acrtY E'tWY elvctt, IIept:l<AEi 

£'1Ct'tp6'lt(j) µev llv-rt eciu-rou 'ltpOCl'tlX'tD 0£ 'tl)<; 1t6Aewc; 'tOt<XOE OtctAex6l)YGtt 'ltepl 

v6µwv. Arius Did. quoted in Mullach, Frag. Phil. Gr. II 87 2·•: ix1to 

'tct6't'I)<; youy 'tl)<; q>tAOCl'tOpy!ct<; :l<ctl Otct8ii:1tct<; 'tEAEU'taY µeAAOY't'Gt<; Otct-r!8ecr8ctt, 

:l<ctl 'tWY l!-rt :1<uoq,0pouµeYWY q>pOY't~EtY, E'ltt'tp6'1COU<; IX'lt0At'll:6Y't'ct<; :1tctl :l<'l)OE­

µ6Yct<;, :1<ctl -rote; q>tA-ra-rot<; 1tctpct-rt8eµevoui;, :1<ctl 1tctpGt:1<ctA0unct<; e1t1:1<0upeiv 

cio-roi<;. 0!:1<0v6µ0c;, on the other hand, usually denotes a slave acting as 

house-steward for his master, or an employed steward acting as agent for 

his principal, or a treasurer. See 1 Ki. 4• 181 1 Esd. 447 Lk. 12" 161 

Rom. 16". Paul also uses it in a figurative sense of those to whom the 

gospel is entrusted, 1 Cor. 41, •. There is no clear instance of its use 

with reference to one who has charge of the person or estate of a 

minor heir, and in particular no other instance of the use of the two 

terms e1t!-rpo1t0<; and o!:1<ov6µoi; together. 

Under Roman law indeed (of a period a little later than that of Paul 

-see Sief. ad loc., p. 234) the minor was under a tutor till his fourteenth 

year, and thereafter under a curator until his twenty-fifth year. But 

against the supposition that it was this usage that Paul had in mind is 

the fact that he adds &,xpt -rijc; 1tpo8ecrµlctc; -rou 1tct-rp6c;, whereas Roman 

law itself fixed the time during which the child was under the tutor 

and curator respectively. On 1tpo8ecrµlcic;, a frequent legal term, see 

Dern. 952"; Plato, Legg. XII 954 D,* etc. CJ. Job 28• Dan. 9" (Sym.). 

It is not found in Lxx and occurs here only in N. T. 

*Dem. 95211 : /\o./J• 8,j /LO< KA< 'TOV ni• ,rpo8tcr/L, ... VO/LOV, Plato, Legg. XII 954 D, ea.v 

8~ ,ca.T• oi,ci~ Ev &a-TEL Ti T&.~ XPiTcu., Tptnlj Tl)v 1rpo6Ecrµ.ia.v elva.,, i«v 8( ,ca.T
0 

4ypo'Vf iv 

.icf.a.vE'i l<i«T'JJ'TO.L, 8i«a. iT<iw, .iG.v a· fv ci.Mo811µ.iq., TOii ,ra.vrOf x,>Ovov, OT@ G.veVpn ffOV, ,,.,,a.. 
l'ia.v dvm ,rpo6ttrµ.ia.v T~ i,rt.Alj'l,1~. 
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Ramsay holds that Paul refers to the law followed in Greco-Phrygian 

cities, and cites the Syrian law book of the fifth century A. D., accord­
ing to which the practice was the same as under the Roman law except 

that whereas under Roman law the father appointed only the tutor, 
and could not appoint the curator, under the Syrian law the father 

appointed both the ii11:!-rpo11:oc; who, like the Roman tutor, had charge 

of the child till he reached the age of fourteen, and the curator who 
had the management of the property till the son was twenty-five years 
old.* 

But aside from the fact that it is precarious to assume that the law 

found in a Syrian law book of the fifth century was in force in Phrygian 
cities in the first century, Ram. overlooks the fact that this usage is 

equally at variance with the language of Paul, who says nothing about 

who appoints the h!-rpo11:oc; and o!i(.oY6µoc; but does indicate that the 

father fixes the time at which the son passes from under their control. 
In Greek, e. g., Athenian, law there was, so far as has been pointed 

out, no such distinction between tutor and curator or ii1thpo11:oc; and 
o!:K.ov6µoc;. 

But the use of ii11:!-rpo11:oc; xal xllaeµwv in Dern. 988• as a double 
title of one person (see the passage above) suggests that we should not 

seek to distinguish between the functions of the e11:!-rpo11:oc; and those 
of the o!xov6µoc;, but regard o!xov6µoc; as Paul's synonym for Xl)c:ieµwv 

and, like that word, a further description of the ii11:!-rpo11:oc;. CJ., also, 

Seneca, De Beneficiis, Lib. IV, chap. XXVII, ad fin.: quomodo demen­

tissime testabitur, qui tutor em filio reliquerit pupillorum spoliatorem: 

"As he makes a most mad will who leaves as tutor to his son one who 

has been a spoiler of orphans." There remains, however, the difficulty 

•Bruno und Sachau, Syr.-rom. Rechtsbtuh, Leipzig, 188o. In the following translatlon 
courteously made from the Syriac text for this work by Professor Martin Sprengling, 
Ph.D., of the University of Chicago, <1T<Tpo,roo and curator, have been retained as they stand 
transliterated in the Syriac text. The Syriac terms have been rendered literally because the 
English has but one term covering the functions of both classes of officers, viz., "guardian," 
the ase of which for both Syriac words would be confusing. "The law (><>/o<O<) is asked: 
Can minors make a will (&,a.11,j«cio), and at what age can they do it? A girl up to twelve 
years is subject to the ,1r,Tpo1roo, which, being translated, is the one in command, and can 
not write a will (&,a.8~«11), But when she has passed twelve years, she passes from subordi­
nation to the e1r,Tpo1roo and comes to be under that of the curator, which, being translated, 
is exanuner. And from the time when the girl is subject to the curator, she has authority 
to make a will (8,a.8>i«11), Thus also a boy, until fourteen years, is under the authority ol 
the eriTpo,roo, and can not write a will (8,a.ll,j«11). But from fourteen years and upward he 
is under the authority of the curator and may write a will (8,a.8~«11), if he choose. But 
minors are under the authority of the curator up to twenty-five years; and from twenty-five 
years the boy is a perfect man and the girl a full woman. If a man die and leave children 
orphans, and make a will (&, .. ll,j«11) and appoint therein an <1T<Tpo1Too [or curator] for the 
orphans, they do not give security. 

"Those who by will (S,o.11,j«o.o) are appointed curators, the law (><>1-'••) provides that they 
shall not give security, because the owners of the property chose to establish them admin­
istrators." 
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that we have no knowledge of a guardianship the period of which is 
fixed by the father. If, therefore, the apostle is speaking of inheri­
tance of property from a deceased father, dying while the son is still a 

child, he must apparently be speaking in terms of some usage not 

otherwise definitely known to us. 
In view of this fact, recourse may be had to a guardianship estab­

lished for special reasons during the lifetime of the father, such as is 
illustrated in the case of Antiochus Epiphanes and his son, Antiochus 

Eupator. In I Mac. 332
• " it is stated that Antiochus Epiphanes, 

being about to go on a military expedition into Persia, left Lysias s-xl 

'tli>v -xpayµ&-rwv -roii ~ao-1).fu>,; • • • :ir.al -rp.,v 'Av-rlo:x,ov -rbv utbv 

a~-roii w,; -rou emO"'tpt<j,a1 a~-r6v. In I Mac. 617 it is said that when 
Lysias knew that the king was dead he set up Antiochus, his son, to 

reign in his stead, whom he had brought up (1!-rpe<j,ev). From these 
two passages it appears that Antiochus, the father, appointed Lysias 

to be steward of the affairs of the kingdom and guardian of his son 

until a specified time, in effect directing that such stewardship and 
guardianship terminate by the resumption of authority by the father 

on his return, or by succession of his son on the father's death. While, 

therefore, the precise terms used by Paul do not occur, equivalents of 
all three of them (e-xl-rpo-xo,;, o!:ir.ov6µo,;, -xpo6eaµla,; -rou -xa-rp6,;) are 

found in the passage in I Mac. This equivalence is, moreover, some­
what confirmed by certain passages in 2 Mac. In I011 it is stated that 

Antiochus Eupator, 'ltapa).a(¾v -r-lJv ~ao-1).e!av, civtoe1~ev a-xl 'tli>Y -xpay­

µ&'twv Aualav, and thereafter, in 2 Mac. II 1 and 13• (cf. also 14•), 

Lysias is referred to as e-xl-rpo-xo,; -rou ~ao-1).fu>,; :ir.cxl l-xl 'tli>Y -xpayµ&-rwv, 

"guardian of the king and chancellor or steward." Thus the son, on 
acquiring his throne, re-established for himself the relation which his 

father had created, and the author of 2 Mac. employs to designate the 
office of Lysias e-xl-rpo-xo.; :ir.al hl -rli>v -xpcxyµ&-rwv, which are evidently 

·nearly or quite the equivalent of Paul's e-xl-rpo-xo.; :ir.al o!:ir.ov6µo.;. If 
it may be supposed that these passages were before the apostle's mind, 

or that he had in mind such a case as that of Antiochus Epiphanes and 

his son, his language would become entirely clear, as referring to the 

case of a father who during his life placed his son for special reasons 
under the care of one who was at the same time s-xl-rpo-xo.; and o!:ir.ov6µo.; 

and who was to hold that office for a period the limit of which was 

indicated by the father. The two terms would not then designate dif­

ferent persons, but two functions of one person, and the plural would 
be a qualitative plural. It is, perhaps, also in favour of this understand­

ing of the passage that the situations compared are alike even in the 

fact that the father, corresponding to God, is still alive in the period of 

the stewardship. Yet reference to an ordinary guardianship of a 

minor orphan, in the terms of some existing legal usage not definitely 
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known to us, remains a possibility. Fortunately the application of 
the illustration to the condition of men under law is but little affected 

by any uncertainty respecting the source of the illustration. 

3. o{,rw~ !€at 'i}µ,e'i~, ()TE 1,µev Jl~'lrto£, V'lrO Ta O'T0£'X,E'ia TOV 

Koo-µov ~µe0a oeoovAWµevo,· "So also we, when we were 

children, were enslaved under the elements of the world." 

'i}µe'i~ is best understood as referring to Christians generally, 

the predicates of the sentence describing their pre-Christian 

condition. For, though the language of vv.3-5 is specially 

appropriate to Jewish Christians and was probably, written 

with them specially in mind, as that in v. 6 was probably written 

with the Gentile Galatians especially in mind, yet the use of 

the same or the equivalent expressions with reference to those 
who are included under the first person, 'i}µe'i~, and those who 

are addressed (in the second person), together with the change 

in pronoun or the person of the verb when there is no antith­

esis but, on the contrary, continuity of reference is required 
by the argument, shows that these grammatical changes do 

not mark a substantial change of persons denoted. CJ. 'i}JJ,E'i~ 

•.. oeoov">..wµevoi of v.3 with OUKeTt el oov">..o~ of v. 6 (notice 

especially the implication of ouKert that the persons addressed . 

-the Galatians-had previously been.in bondage), and observe 
that in v.6 row v7ro voµov (third person) are evidently the same 

who constitute the subject of wo">..d{3wµev, that in v. 6 'i}µrov is 

used of those who are the subject of the verb ea-re, and that it 

is scarcely less clear from the nature of the argument that there 

is no real change of persons referred to ( other than the change 
of emphasis above mentioned) in passing from v.6 to v. 8• A 
comparison of WO Ta O'T0£'X,E'ia TOV KOO"µov ~µ,e0a oeoov">..wµevo£ 

of this verse with '11'~ €71'£0-Tpe<J,ere 7rd">..w €'11'£ Tct .•• O"Toixe'ia 

ok 7rd"A.iv avw0ev OOVAEV€£JI 0e">..ere of v. 9 points in the same 

direction, v. 9 clearly implying that the previous condition of 

the Galatians, as well as that to which they are now in danger 

of turning, was a bondage to the o-rotxe'ia, while v. 8 as dis­

tinctly marks them as having previously been worshippers of 

idols, and 31- 6 shows that they had come to faith in Christ not 

through judaism as proselytes, but directly from their worship 
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of idols. On the bearing of the phrase inr?J vdµov on the inclu­

siveness of ~µe'ir;, see on v. 4
• For a change of person similar 

to that which takes place in passing from v.5 to v. 6, cf. 326 and 

notes there. Jews and Gentiles are therefore classed together 

as being before the coming of Christ in the childhood 'of the 

race, and in bondage, and the knowledge of religion which the 
Jews possessed in the law is classed with that which the Gentiles 

possessed without it under the common title, "the elements of 
the world," n1 uroixe'ia -rov Kduµov. On the meaning of this 

phrase, see detached note, p. 510. For a direct assertion of 

what is here implied as to the common standing of Jews and 
Gentiles as concerns possession of truth (but without reference 

to its inferiority to the Christian revelation), see Rom. 2 14• 
15

• 

ND*FG. 33, 442, 463 read ijµe8oc <Se!lou)..; ABCDb et •KL. most cur­
sives Clem. Chrys. Euthal. Thdrt. read TJ[.LEY. Despite the weightier ex­
ternal evidence for T)µev the strong improbability that for the common TJ[.LEV 

the unusual ijµe6oc would be substituted is decisive for the latter. 

4. lire Se -tJ"A.0ev TO 'lrA~pwµa TOV xpovov, e~a7re<TTEtAEV o 0eor; 
, t \ , ,.. I ' I I t' \ I 

-rov vwv avrov, -yevoµevov eK -yvvatKo<;, -yevoµevov V'1TO voµov, 

"But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, made subject to law." That the time 

1 

of all important events, and so pre-eminently that of the com­

ing of the Christ, was fixed in the purpose of God, was prob­

ably a common thought of early Christianity (Mk. 114 Jn. 2' 

78, • 0 , etc. Acts 1726 Eph. 110; cf. Tob. 146). It was evidently 

shared by the apostle (Rom. 326 56). Whether he thought of 

the time as fixed by the necessity that certain things must 

first be accomplished, or that the world reach a certain condi­
tion (cf. 2 Thes. 2W-·), or as appointed to occur after the lapse 

of a certain definite period (cf. Dan. 92W:) is not here or else­

where in the epistles clearly · indicated. CJ. Bous. Rel. d. 

Jud. 2, pp. 27S.ff. That it was associated in his mind with 
the two ages (cf. on 1 4) is probable, yet the fulness of the time 

did not mark the beginning of the new age, since the former 

was past, the latter still future. The words e~a7Te<TTetAEV o 
0eor; -rov vlov avrov, though in themselves capable of refer-
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ring to the sending of Jesus as God's Son out among men from 

the seclusion of his private life (cf. Acts 930 
II

22 Jn. 1
6
) must 

yet, in view of the apostle's belief in the pre-existence of 

Jesus, as set forth in 1 Cor. 86 Phil. 2llff- Col. 115• 
16

, and of the 

parallelism of v. 6, be interpreted as having reference to the 
sending of the Son from his pre-existent state (eP µopcf,fi Oeof\ 

Phil. 2 6) into the world. This is also confirmed by the two 

expressions that follow, both of which (see below) are evi­

dently added to indicate the humiliation (cf. Phil. 2 7• 8) to 

which the Son was in the sending forth subjected, th~ descent 
to the level of those whom he came to redeem. For if 
eta1re<1Tet>..EP referred simply to a sending forth among men, 

as a prophet is sent forth under divine commission, these ex­

pressions would mark his condition previous to that sending 

forth, and there would be no suggestion of humiliation, but, 
rather, the contrary. Yet on the other hand, eta'll"eO'TEtAEP 

need not, probably should not, be limited to the entrance into 

the world by and at birth, but should rather be understood 

as extending to, and including, the appearance of Jesus among 
men as one sent from God. On the expression TOP vUw avTov, 

equivalent to ToP vloP Tov Oeov, see detached note on Titles 

and Predicates of Jesus, V D, p. 408, for discussion of the 
evidence that the phrase here refers to the pre-existent Son and 

that it has special reference to the Son as the object of 

divine love, in the enjoyment of filial fellowship with God. 
CJ. also vv. 6, 7• The phrase 'YEPOµEPOP eK -yvvaiKch can 

not be interpreted as excluding human paternity, as some 

interpreters, both ancient and modern, have maintained (cf. 

Sief. and Zahn ad loc.). See, e. g., Job 141, {JpoTo<; 'YEPP1/T~ 

-yvPatKch. Mt. n 11, EP 'YEPP1/TOL<; -yvPatKroP. It could be rea­

sonably supposed to imply birth from a virgin only in case it 

were otherwise established that the apostle knew and accepted 

the dogma or narrative that Jesus was so born, and not even 

then would it be certain that this phiase was intended to refer 

to this aspect of Jesus' birth. But of such knowledge or 

acceptance the writings of the apostle give no hint. 'YVPatKch 

is probably, like 11dµov in the following phrase, not indefiJ:J.ite, 
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but qualitative, and the phrase is best translated "born of 
wmnan." On vrro vdµov, cf. 323

• There is no occasion to take 
it here in any other sense than that which it has there, "under 

law as a system of legalism." See note on 313• It was from 

this subjection that Christ came to deliver men. See 518 and 
cf. 513 , u, as showing that those who are in Christ still remain 

under law as an ethical principle. CJ. also 1 Cor. 920 Rom. 614
• 

15
• 

In applying this phrase to Jesus the passage resembles Phil. 2 8, 

but differs in that there it is to God and here to law that he is 

said to be subject. That Paul carried his conception of Jesus' 

subjection to law to the point of supposing that he was in his 

own thinking a legalist is wholly improbable; the subjection to 
law was, doubtless, rather in the fact of his living under legal­

istic judaism, obliged to keep its rules and conform to its usages. 

The motive for the insertion of the phrase is doubtless to em­

phasise the cost at which the Son effected his redemptive work; 
cj. 2 Cor. 89• 

Tb ,c')..fipl,)µ.a is evidently used in the active sense, "that which fills," 

'tou x,p6You being an objective genitive; the whole period which must 

elapse before the event being incomplete till its last increment is 

added, the last moment, which fills it, is called ,c')..iJpl,)µ.a. It is, in the 

language of the illustration, 1J 'ltpo6eaµ(oc 't"OU ,coc't"p6,; (v.•). 

The words rev6µevov (),cl, v6µoY should probably be taken in the 

sense "made subject to law" rather than "born under law," for, 

though rev6µevov b. ruvoctx6c; evidently refers to birth, tliat refer­

ence is neither conveyed by, nor imparted to, the participle, but lies 

wholly in the limiting phrase. This idea is, tlierefore, not of necessity 

carried over into the second· phrase. Had the apostle desired to ex­

press the idea "born" in botli phrases, he could have done so un­

ambiguously by the use of reW1J6iY't"oc. Concerning the time of the 

subjection to law, whether at birth or subsequently, rev6µevov says 

nothing decisive. Both participles are best understood as attributive 

participles used substantively (BMT 423) in apposition, therefore, 

with 'tbv u!bv oco-rou, the omission of the article giving to each phrase a 

quaiitative force which may be expressed in English by translating 

"his Son, one born of woman, one made subject to law." The employ­

ment of the aorist presents the birth and the subjection to law as in 

each case a simple fact, and leaves the temporal relation to i~=metAev 

to be inferred solely from the nature of the facts referred to (BMT i42, 

143). The thought ts not very different if the 'participles be taken as 
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adverbial participles of attendant circumstances (BMT 449, 450). 
But the phrases are best accounted for as intended not so much to 

express the accompaniments of the sending as directly to characterise 
the Son, describing the relation to humanity and the law in which he 

performed his mission. 

6. tva rove; wo vdµov e~a"'(opdo-?1, "that he might deHver 

those that were under law." The phrase wo voµov is, do~Tu:. 
less, to be taken in the same sense as in v.4 and 323

, viz.: "under 
law" legalistically understood. But while in those cases the 

context shows that the law actually referred to is the 0. T. 

law, the context here (see above on the inclusiveness of ~µe'ir; 

in v.3 and_note the second person in v. 6, with its unambiguous 
inclusion of the Galatian Gentiles) implies that -rove; inro voµov 

includes both Jews and Gentiles. That Paul conceived the 
Gentiles to possess a law, and that of diyine origin, appears 
from Rom. 2 14• 16 (cf. 1 19• 20); and though the phrase inro voµov 

is usually employed with reference to the legalism that grew 

up on Jewish soil, yet that Paul was aware that the law whose 
work is written in the heart might also be externalised and 

made legalistic is intrinsically probable and is confirmed by 
1 Cor. 920, where -ro'tr; wo voµov, standing as a middle term 

between 'lovoatotr; and TOLr; avoµotr;' seems to designate 

those, whether Jew or Gentile, who were living under a system 

of legalism. On the use of e~a"'(opd,w, see on 313, p. 168. That 

the deliverance referred to is from the law, is implied in -rove; 

wo 110µ011 and the absence of any other phrase to suggest 

another enslaving power. That it is from subjection to law, 

i. e., (a) from the obligation to obey legal ordinances, and (b) 

from the conception of God which legalism implies, is shown 

as respects the former (a) by v.10 and 51-4, and as respects the 

latter (b) by the following clause and vv. 6
• 

7
• The whole clause 

expresses the purpose not of the participle "'(evdµevov only 

and probably not of e~a7reo-TetMP only, but of the whole 

assertion e~a7reO'TEtMP, with its modifiers, wherein is implied 

that his human birth and subjection to law were contributory 

to the achievement of the redemption. 
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And this in turn conveys an intimation that Paul already had a 
thought, akin to that expressed in Heb. 5•·• with reference to the 
relation between the limitations of the earthly life of Jesus and bis 
redemptive work. Yet how he conceived that the deliverance was ac­
complished, whether as in 311 through his death, or through his life ex­
perience reaching its climax in his death (cf. Phil. 2'• •), this verse in 
no way decides. That the apostle conceived that Jesus himself bad 
passed through an experience like that of Paul, referred to by him in 
2 11, in that be also bad discovered that one does not come into the 
enjoyment of a filial relation to God through obedience to statutes, 
and that this was embodied in the teaching of Jesus, is not in itself 
improbable, but is not intimated either here or elsewhere in bis letters. 

2'11a T;,11 vlo0e<1la11 a:rro"'A.d/3wµe11. "that we might receive the 

adoption." vio0e<1{a, found in inscriptions in the phrase 

Ka0' vio0e<1{a11 and rarely in Greek literature (Diog. Laert. 
IV 9 (53), veav{<1Kwv nvrov vio0e<1{ai; 7roie1,<10ai), does not 

occur in the Lxx and appears in N. T. only in the Pauline 

epistles. In Rom. 94 it denotes the choice of Israel to be sons 
of God (cf. Exod. 422 Deut. r41 , 2 Hos. u 1). In Rom. 814, 16 

they are said to be vio~ 0eou who are led by God's Spirit, and 

it is added: "For ye have not received a spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption (7r11euµa 

vio8e<1{ai;) whereby we cry, Abba, Father." In Rom. 823 

,j vlo0e<Tta is defined as consisting in the redemption of the 

body, doubtless because in Paul's thought only through the 

resurrection and the clothing of the spirit in the spiritual body 

does man enter into the fulness of fellowship with God (cf. 

1 Cor. r513
• 

14
• 

44
). In Eph. r5 adoption is spoken of as that 

which men are foreordained of God to obtain through Jesus 

Christ. tj vlo0e<Tta is, therefore, for Paul, God's reception of 

men into the relation to him of sons, objects of his love and 

enjoying his fellowship, the ultimate issue of which is the 

future life wherein they are reclothed with a spiritual body; 

but the word may be used of different stages and aspects of 

this one inclusive experience. The article T1711 is, doubtless, 

restrictive, pointing to the thought of vv.1• 2 that at the time 

appointed of the father the child is released from subjection to 

tutors and governors, and comes into direct relation to the 
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father as a mature son-an intimation more fully developed 
• 6 mv .. 

The meaning "sonship" would satisfy most of the passages in which 
ulo8ealot occurs, but there is no occasion to depart from the etymologi­
cal sense, "installation as a son." This does not, however, justify 
reading back into v.1 the idea of adoption, and from this again carrying 

it back through XAtJpov6µoc; into the atot6-fixti of 3", for Paul is not 
careful to maintain the consistency of his illustrations. He employs 
here his usual term because he is speaking of the establishment of 
those who have previously not had the privileges of a son in the full 
enjoyment of them. 

Whether Yvot ••• ci1toM!~. expresses the purpose of e~otyopaan, or, 
co-ordinately with that clause, expresses the purpose of i~ot1tfontAev 

is impossible to say with certainty; nor is the distinction important. 

6. "On Se E<TTE vlo{, €~0.'tre<TTEtMP O 0ea,; TO 'TT"PEvµa TOV 

vlov avTOV et,; Ta<; Kapotai; 71µrov, "And because ye are sons, 

God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts." The 
clause cSn ••• vio{ is naturally interpreted as causal, giving 

the reason in the divine mind for the act e~a7re<TTEtMP • • • 

71µrov, there being no verb of saying or the like for it to depend 

upon as an object clause. Nor is there any sufficient reason 

for departing from this obvious interpretation. It follows, 

however, that the sonship here spoken of being antecedent to 

and the ground of the bestowal of the Spirit is not the full, 

achieved fact, nor the consciousness of a filial relation, but the 

first and objective stage which the preceding context has em­

phasised, viz.: release from bondage to law, figuratively de­
scribed as a pedagogue or guardians and stewards. It is in­

volved in this relation of sonship and the possession of the 

Spirit that from the consciousness of the latter one may infer 
the former, and it is doubtless to induce the Galatians to draw 

this inference from their consciousness of possessing the Spirit 

(cj. 33•6) that this sentence was written. But the direct affir­

mation of the sentence is that the sonship is the cause of the 

experience of the Spirit. 

To take 15,:t as meaning "that," making 15,:1 ••• ulo! the propo­

sition to be established, and then to supply after it "is proved by the 
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fact" (Philippi, following ancient interpreters), or to take !5-tt in the 
sense of quod, "as respects the fact that" (Wies.), introduces u:iwar­
ranted complication into a sentence which is on its face complete and 
simple. That in Rom. 810

, " sonship is apparently proved by posses­
sion of the Spirit does not forbid our interpreting this passage as mak­
ing the sonship the ground of the bestowal of the Spirit; for not only 
is the language of Rom. 8"· " open to interpretation as an argument 
from effect to cause; in which case there also adoption precedes possession 
of the Spirit, but if the reverse is true there, antecedence of sonship to the 
bestowal of the Spirit, clearly indicated in this passage, is explicable 
by the fact that u!o8eoloc (see on v.•) is used by the apostle of different 
stages of the process by which men come to the full possession of the 
relationship of sons to God, and that the context implies that it is the 
first and objective stage of which he is here speaking. 

Precisely the phrase -.b 'ltYEii~ 'toii u!ou ocO'tou does not occur else­
where in N. T., but in Phil. 1 11 Paul uses 'tb 'ltYeiitJ,oc '1-rioou XptO'tou 

and in Rom. 8•• 'ltYeu~ XptO'tou (cf. also 2 Cor. 317 Acts 167 1 Pet. 1 11 

Heh. 9" Rev. 1910). Particularly instructive is Rom. 8•· 10, where (a) 
'lt\/eU[J.OC 8eoii ev btJ,tV, (b) 'JtYEUtJ.OC. XptO'tOU ixetv, and (c) XptO'tb<; ev 

btJ,tY all express the same fact of experience. It is manifestly also the 
same experience for which Paul employs in Gal. 2•• the phrase r;ii ev 

~o! XptO't6,; and in 5•• r;wµev 'ltYeuµoc'tt. Historically speaking, the 
sending of the Son and the sending of the Spirit are distinguished in 
early Christian thought, most markedly so in the fourth gospel (Jn. 317 

711 167; but note also that the coming of the Spirit is practically iden­
tified with the return of the Son), but also in Paul (cf. the e~oc'ltaO'tetAev 

of v.• with the same verb in this v.). The two terminologies, that of 
the Christ and that of the Spirit, have also a different origin, both, 
indeed, having their rootslargely in 0. T., but being there and in later 
Jewish thought quite distinct. But in the experience of the early 
Christians the Christ who by his resurrection had become a spirit 
active in their lives, and the Spirit of God similarly active, could not 
be distinguished. CJ. Burton, Spirit, Soul, and Flesh, p. 18g. Pre­
cisely to what extent this experiential identification of the heavenly 
Christ and the Spirit of God has caused a numerical identification of 
them as personalities is difficult to say. Apparently the apostle Paul, 
while clearly distinguishing Christ from God the Father (see 1 Cor. 81 

Phil. 2•·•, etc.) and less sharply distinguishing the Spirit from God 

(Rom. 5• 87, •· •· "· 15), is not careful to distinguish the Spirit and Christ, 
yet never explicitly identifies them. CJ. Wood, The Spirit of God in 

Biblical Literature, pp. 22g--231. The choice of -.o 'ltWii~ -.oii u!oii 

aO-.oii for this passage in preference to any of its equivalents is due, on 
the one side to the necessity of distinguishing the fact referred to from 
the historic coming of the Christ (4•), which excludes -.bv u!ov ocO..oii 
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and Xptcn-6v, and on the other to the desire to connect this experience 

closely with the gift of Christ, which excludes -.b 'l<Yeii~oc or -.b 'ltYlii~ 

-,;oii Oaoii. 

On e!~ -.d:; xocpa(oc; -fiµ.ciiv, added to emphasise the transition from 

the objective sonship to the subjective experience, see Rom. s• 1 Cor. 

2" Eph. 311• It is in the heart, as the seat of intellectual and spiritual 

life in general (1 Cor. 2• Rom. 9• 10•, etc.) and in particular of the moral 

and spiritual life (2 Cor. 4e Rom. 1"• "), that the Spirit of God operates. 

The use of the expression here shows that i~oc1ticn-etA£Y refers (not as 

the same word in v.• does) to a single historic fact (the day of Pente­

cost, e. g.), but to the successive bestowals of the Spirit on individuals 

(cf. 3•), the aor. being, therefore, a collective historical aor. , (BMT 39). 

On the translation of an aor. in such a case, see BMT 46, 52. On ~wv, 
undoubtedly to be preferred to bµ.ciiv, a Western and Syrian reading, see 

on v.•. 

Kpd,ov 'A{3{3d o 7rar~p. "crying, Abba, Father." The rec- , 

ognition of God as Father is the distinguishing mark of the"; 
filial spirit. The participle Kpdtov agreeing with wvroµa as-· 

cribes the cry to the Spirit of God's Son; yet it is undoubtedly 
the apostle's thought that it is the expression of the believer's 
attitude also. For the Spirit that dwells in us dominates our 
lives. See chap. 220 525, and cf. Rom. 815 : D-..d{3ere wvevµa 

vl.o0eu{a<;, ev <[> Kpdtoµev 'A{3{3d o war~p. The use of Kpdtov, 

usually employed of a loud or earnest cry (Mt. 927 Acts 1414 

Rom. 927) or of a public announcement (Jn. 728, 37), in the Lxx 
often of prayer addressed to God (Ps. 35 10i3), emphasises the 
earnestness and intensity of the utterance of the Spirit within 
us. Though the word Kpdtov itself conveys no suggestion of 

joy, it can hardly be doubted that the intensity which the word 
reflects is in this case to be conceived of as the intensity of joy. 
Though to be free from law is to obtain adoption, sonship in 
its full realisation is more than mer~ freedom from law. The 
significance of such freedom lies, indeed, precisely in the fact 
that it makes it possible that a truly filial relation and attitude 

of man to God shall displace the legal relation that law creates, 
· that instead of our looking upon God as lawgiver in the spirit 
of bondage and fear (Rom. 815

) he becomes to us Father with 

whom we live in fellowship as his sons. See detached note on 
Ilar~p as applied to God, p. 391. 
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'0 'lrlX'rT)p, Greek equivalent of the Aramaic 'A~~&:. N~N, is a nomi­

native form with vocative force. CJ. Rom. Su Mk. 14" Mt. nu Jn. 

20u; BI. D. 147.3. The repetition of the idea in Aramaic and Greek 
form gives added solemnity to the expression, and doubtless reflects a 

more or less common usage of the early church (see Mk. 1436 Rom. 815). 

On the origin of this usage, see Th. s. v. 'A~~&:, Ltft. ad loc., Sief. ad loc. 

It is quite likely that the use of the Aramaic word was derived from 

Jesus, being taken up into the vocabulary of Greek-speaking Christians 
through the medium of those who, knowing both Aramaic and Greek, 

in reporting in Greek the words of Jesus used this word with a sort of 
affectionate fondness for the very term that Jesus himself had used to 
express an idea of capital importance in his teaching. This is more 

probable than that it was taken over into the Christian vocabulary 

from that of the Jewish synagogue in which the idea of God as Father 
had so much less prominent place than in the thought and teaching of 

Jesus. See Bous. Rd. d. Jud.• pp. 432-3, 434; Dal. WJ. p. 192. 

The attachment of the Greek translation o 'll:Gt'rT)p to the Aramaic word 

would naturally take place on the passage of the term into Greek­
speaking circles. 

7. IJ,ure OVK€Tl el ooiY>..o~ aX;\,a, uio~- "So that thou art no 

longer a slave, but a son." In the possession of the Spirit 
of God's Son, assumed to be known as a fact of the experience 

of the readers (cJ. 32), the apostle finds confirmation of the 
euTe uio{ of v. 6, as there the sonship is said to be the ground 

for the bestowal of the Spirit. That the emphasis of sonship 

is still upon the fact of freedom from bondage to law is shown 
in the insertion of the negative ovKen ooiiXo~, and that those 

addressed were formerly in this bondage is implied in ovKen. 

The change from plural to singular has the effect of bringing 

the matter home to each individual reader; the persons desig­

nated remaining, of course, unchanged. CJ. 61, and for classical 

examples, see Kiihner-Gerth, 371.5, b. 
EL 0€ uhk, Kal KATJpOvoµ~ 0£11, Oeoii, "and if son, then heir 

through God." That here as throughout the passage uick 

means ui~ Oeov needs no specific proof; it is sufficiently indi­

cated in the expression rov uioii avroii in vv. 4• 6, and the rela­

tion of this expression to uid~. This obviously suggests that 

KATJpovd~ means KATJpovoµo~ Oeoii. CJ. Rom. 817
: ei oe T€Kva, 

Kal KATJpOvoµoi· KATJpOvoµoi µev Oeoii, <J'VVKA.1JpOvoµoi OE Xpiurov. 



225 

To this conception the phrase 8ul 0EOv adds the thought, 
"made so by God," thus equivalent to Ka Ta 0e'X11µ,a 0EOv; cJ. 

329, KX11povoµ,oi Kar' bra-y-yEX(av. The purpose of the addition 

is perhaps to remind the Galatians that their position as heirs 

is due to divine grace, not one of right or desert, but more 

probably to emphasise the certainty of their possession of it. 

The absence of the article before 0Eov makes the noun not 

indefinite but qualitative, emphasising the divineness of the 

one through whom they were made heir. CJ. on 0eov, v. 7• The 
reversion to the thought of the KXTJpovoµ,(a expressed in 318

• 29 

shows that the apostle has not lost sight of his main purpose 

throughout this and the preceding chapter, viz., to convince 

the Galatians that it was not through law but through the 

retention of their freedom from it that they could obtain the 
blessings promised to the sons of Abraham, which the judaisers 

had held before their eyes as a prize greatly to be desired but 

obtainable only through circumcision. The appeal of the apos­
tle is to retain the status they already possess. CJ. v. 6, "ye 

are sons," and v. 9, "how turn ye back?" That he should not 
here employ the term vioi 'A{3padµ,, as in 37, but KXrJpovoµ,o,, as 

in 329, is natural, not only because KX11povoµ,ot more distinctly 

suggests the idea of the blessing to·be received, but also because 
after viot, meaning sons of God, sons of Abraham would have 

the effect of an anticlimax. KXrJpovoµ,o, should, therefore, be 

taken here in the sense, heirs of God, and as such recipients 

of the blessing promised to Abraham's seed; this blessing has 

already been defined as justification, acceptance with God, 

possession of the Spirit. CJ. 37 •14• It is, moreover, as present 
possessors of the KX11povoµ,(a that they are KX11povoµ,o,. That 

other blessings are in store for them is undoubtedly a Pauline 

thought (Rom. 511 811
-23), and that the conception of the 

KX11povoµ,o<; easily lends itself to the presentation of this phase 

. of the matter, that which has been received being thought of 

as simply the earnest and first-fruit of the full blessing (see 

Rom. 817-23 Eph. 1 14) is also true. But the Galatians already 

possess the promised Spirit, and the emphasis in this context is 

upon that which is already possessed, with no clear indication 

that the thought goes beyond that. 
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Against the supposition-at first sight most natural-that the term 

as here used is intended to carry the thought back specifically to 
l!.A1JPov61,1,oi; in v.1, is the fact that l!.A'l)pov61,1,oc; is there applied to one 
who not having yet entered into possession of his l!.A1Jpovo1,1,lcx is in the 

position of vfi1ttoc; and i!loii°Aoi;, pre~·,ely that position, therefore, which 

it is the purpose of this v. to deny; and, though the title x°A1Jpov61,1,o,; 

carries with it the idea of future release from the status of i!lou°Aoc;, the 

contention of the apostle is here not that the Galatians will be, but 
already are, sons and no longer slaves. It is more probable, therefore, 

that by this word he reverts for the moment to the idea of l!.A1Jpov61,1,01 

in 3" (cf., also, 3"), heirs according to the promise made to Abraham, 
i. e., possessors of the blessing promised to Abraham and to his seed. 

This is not to take XA'l)pov61,1,oc; as meaning heir of Abraham, a predicate 

which the apostle never applies to Christians. They are indeed called 
"sons of Abraham," because it is to the seed of Abraham that the 

promise applies, but it is God who established the 1ltcx8~x1J and makes 

the e1tcxrre°A(cx, and they to whom the promise is fulfilled are his 

l!.A1Jpov61,1,ot. CJ. on 316 and detached note on D.tcx8~x1J, p. 496. ~his 
also makes it evident that the term l!.A1Jpov61,1,oc; is not used in its strict 

sense of heir, i. e., recipient of the property of another who has died, or 

prospective recipient of the property of another when he shall have 

died, but, tropically, possessor of a promised possession. 
The fact that l!.A1Jpov61,1,ot here means heirs of God, and the deduc­

tion of heirship from sonship, itself inferred from an act of adoption, 

ulo8ecrlcx, gives a certain colour of support to Ramsay's view that the 

i!lte1dl~x1J of 3118'. is not a covenant but a will, and specifically a will in­
volving the adoption of a son. If the language of 3"ir. were harmonious 

with these suggestions of the present passage, the latter would fall in 
with that passage as part of an illustration consistently carried through 

· the whole passage. But (1) the possibility of interpreting this phrase 

in the way above suggested is not sufficient ground for setting aside 

the strong counter-evidence that by 1ltcx8~x'll he means not a will, but 

a covenant. Even if the expression here employed could be shown to 

involve the idea of adoption by will and inheritance as an adopted son, 

this would only show that the apostle is now illustrating the spiritual 

relations which are the real subject of his thought by a different group 

of facts of common life from those which he employed in 31U:-- But 

(2) it is improbable that it is specifically an adoptive sonship that the 
apostle has in mind in e! i!le ul6c;. For, though he represents the son­

ship of the Galatians in common with other believers as acquired by 

adoption, yet the fact of adoption is nowhere emphasised, and in the 

actual spiritual realm that which is illustratively called adoption car­

ries with it, as a consequence, the bestowal of the Spirit of God's Son, 
by which, it is implied, those who are sons come into like relation to 
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God with that which the Son himself sustains. The conception of 
adoption, accordingly, falls into the background, leaving simply that 

of sonship. 

8. Description of the former condition of the Galatians 

as one of bondage to gods not really such, and ex­

hortation to them not to return to that state (48-11). 

Again directly addressing the Galatians as in 31, and as in 
v.1 characterising their former condition as one of enslavement, 
the apostle describes them as in bondage to gods that were not 
in reality such, and appeals to them, now that they have come 
into fellowship with God, not, as they threaten to do by their 
adoption of the Jewish cycle of feasts and fasts, to return to 
those weak and beggarly rudimentary teachings under which 
they formerly were, and expresses his fear that he has laboured 
over them to no purpose. 

8But at that time, not knowing God, ye were in bondage to the gods 

that are not such by nature. 9But now having come to know God, 

or rather having become known by God, how is it that ye are 

turning back again to the weak and beggarly rudiments, to which 

ye wish to be in bondage again? 10Ye are observing days and 

months and seasons and years. 11[ fear that in vain have I spent 

my labour on you. 

s. 'A,.:;\.a TOTE µEv ov" EiooT~ OEov eoov">..Eva-a.TE To,<; 4>wE, 
µ~ ova-, Ow,s· "But at that time, not knowing God, ye were 

in bondage to the gods that are not such by nature." Doub­
ling, so to speak, upon his course, the apostle reverts to the 
condition of the Galatians before they received his message, 
and in antithesis (a">..">..d) to the description of them in v.7 as 

heirs through God, describes them as having been in that former 
time ignorant of God who is in reality such, and in bondage 

to the gods that by nature are not gods. The purpose of this v . 
. appears in v. 9, where he again dissuades them from returning 

to the state of bondage. That Paul conceived of the deities 
whom the Galatians formerly worshipped as real existences, is 
neither proved nor disproved by this sentence, in which he 

denies to them deity, 0EWT7J<;, but neither affirms nor denies 
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existence; nor by the phrase briTp,hroir; Kat oLKovdµoir; in v. 2
, 

since that may be used only by way of rhetorical personification 

of the law and have no reference to the gods of the Gentiles 

(cf. on Ta O"TOLXE'i:a TOV Kouµov, v.3); but that he did so conceive 

of them is rendered probable by the evidence of I Cor. 85
• 

6 

10n, 20 Col. 215• CJ. also Deut. 419 and see literature cited in 
special note on Ta <TTOLXELa Toii Kouµov, p. 510. 

T6~e refers to the past time implied in oox1h1 (v.'), when Jie Gala­
tian Christians were still !lou).01; note the e!SouAsuatrts of this sen­

tence. 
E!!l6~s~ is a perfect participle of existing state, IL'rJ E!!l6~s~ meaning 

"not possessing knowledge." How this state of ignorance came about 
is not here discussed, or whether it was partial or absolute. CJ. Rom. 
1•1#. 

The omission of the article with Os6v makes the word not indef­
inite (as in Acts 12" 1 Cor. 8•), but, as in v.' and very often, quali­

tative, referring definitely to the one God, but with an emphasis on 
his attributes as God, which is lacking when he is called o 6e6~. 

For a similar use of Oe6i;, with strong emphasis on the qualities of 
deity, see Jn. 1 11, Osov oocleli; i!wpcz:xsv 'ltwito~s, where the contrast, 

however, is not between one in reality God, as compared with those 
not really such, but between God in the absolute sense, incapable of 

being directly known, and God as revealed in the person of the Son. 
For other exam:ples of this indubitable, though often overlooked, 

qualitative use of personal appellations without the article, see Rom. 

1": rv6nei; ~ov Oeov oux il>i; Oeov e_~61So~cz:v. Rom. 833 Gal. 3" 4" S" 

Phil. 2" l Tbes. 1•: E'lte~pe(jlcz:n -itpb~ ~1;;a;ov ,i'lto ~ii>v e!cSC:,).wv cloUAEUEtV 

Oslji l;ii>nt xcz:l d:A1)6tvlji. 2 Thes. 2•. Other examples more or less clear, 

but together clearly establishing the usage, are very numerous. See 

note on chap. 2•, pp. 88.1f., detached note on Ilcz:-nip as applied to God, 

p. 384, and Slaten, Qualitative Nouns in the Pauline Epistles, pp. 64-68. 

'Ellou).suatrte is a simple historical aorist, not inceptive, referring not 

to a point of time but to a period, BMT 38, 39, 41 Rem. 
cl>uati;, from g,uw, is properly that which belongs to a person or thing 

by virtue of its origin; then its essential character; used thus even of 

the divine nature, which is without origin, 2 Pet. 1•. g,uau IL'rJ 0~0-1 

may be an adjective element limiting Osori;, or o~at may be an adjec­

tive participle used substantively, with Oeori; as a predicate after it. 

In the former case the beings referred to are characterised as gods, 
but with the qualification that they are not so by nature, i. e., in real­

ity; in the latter case they are not called Osol at all, but are character­

ised negatively only, as beings that by nature are not gods. Gram-
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matically and contextually there is no ground of decisive choice 
between these, but I Cor. 8•, showing that Paul could apply the term 
Gao( to the gods of the Gentiles, though denying that it really belonged 

to them, favours the first interpretation. The comparison of Plato, 
Legg. X 904 A, ol xoc-td: v6µov llvrec; 8eo(, perhaps suggests what the 
positive element of the apostle's thought was. He was speaking of 

"the gods of popular opinion," as Jowett translates Plato's phrase, 

CJ. 1 Cor. 8•, Aey6µevo1 8eo!. 

On ou with d1i6-tec; and µfi with o~c11, see BMT 485; the choice of 
negatives, though doubtless unconscious, probably reflects the feeling 

that oux dab-tee; expressed a fact, -toic; 4>uae1 ILTJ o~a,v 8eoic; a conception, 

a description of a class, but without implication of its existence or non­

existence. The few instances in which Paul uses ou with an attributive 

participle are quotations from the Lxx, his otherwise regular habit 

being to use µfi with such participles and with adverbial participles 
not involving a direct assertion (Rom. 1 18 2 14 417 Gal. 6•). ou, Vl-ith the 

possible exception of Col. 2 19, in effect negatives an assertion (r Cor. 

4" 9'° 2 Cor. 4• 12•). 

9. JIVV Se 'YVOVTE<; 8Eov, µo,}..}..ov Se -yvwu8evTe; inro 8EOv, 

"But now having come to know God, or rather to be known 

by God." Their coming to know God is manifestly through 
the apostle's preaching. CJ. x Thes. 1 9: 1r6,,, e1rE<rTpei/;aTE 1rpo,; 

'TOV 8EOV a1ro TWV ELOWA(J)V OOVAEVEtv 8E(i, rwvn, language 

which, as the evidence of this epistle shows, might have been 
addressed to the Galatians also. That -yvwu8evTe; as here 

used can not refer simply to knowledge in a purely theoretic or 

intellectual sense is evident, since the apostle must have regarded 
such knowledge as always, not simply now (vvv in contrast with 

TOTE), possessed by God. For the meaning required here, "hav­

ing become objects of his favourable attention," cf. Ps. 1 6 

Nah. 1 7 1 Cor. 83 Mt. 723, and on the thought of God receiving 

the Gentiles into a favour not previously enjoyed by them, see 

Rom. 925/· u 30• This fact respecting Gentiles hi general the 

apostle conceived to be realised in respect to the Galatians in 

particular through his preaching the gospel to them in accord­

ance with his commission as apostle to the Gentiles. The pur­

pose of this added phrase, in a sense displacing the previous 

-yvdv-re;, etc., is doubtless to remind the Galatians that it is 

not to themselves but to God that they owe their knowledge of 
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him and escape from idolatry (cj. chap. 1 8: µETa-rt8e<10E a1ro 

'TOV Ka>..e<1av-ro<; vµ,a .. EV xdptn Xpt<TTov, and Epli. 2 8), and so 

to emphasise the folly and wrong of abandoning this advantage 
through another e1ri<1-rpeqmv. 

Though -yt1161a,r.c.> does not always retain its inchoative force (see 
Th. s. 11.) even in the aorist, yet this is often clearly discernible (cf. 

Lk. 2411 1 Cor. 1"), and the aorist participle in particular always, ap­
parently, retains this meaning, signifyiug either "having learned, hav­
ing come to know," or "knowing" (result of having come to know), not 
"having known." See Mt. 16• 2211 2610 Mk. 611 15" Lk. 911 Jn. s• Acts 
23• Rom. 1 21 2 Cor. s" Gal. 21• By -yv6v-rec; there is, therefore, affirmed 
the acquisition of that knowledge the former possession of which is 
denied in o~ d136,:ec;. Of any other distinction between dll6,:ec; and 
-yv6v-rec;, as, e. g., that the former denotes an external knowledge that 
God is, the latter an inner recognition of God, there is no basis in 
usage or warrant in the context. The absence of the article with 8e6v 

is not without significance (cf. Rom. 1 21, -yv6v-rec; ,:bv 8e6v. 1 Cor. 1 21 : 

oOit 1-yVc.> b ,r.6a(J.oc; ••• ,:bv 8e6v), being doubtless due to the same 
cause that led to the omission of the article in v.• (q. 11.), viz., emphasis 
upon the qualities of deity in antithesis to the ipuaet (J.-/j !Sv-rei; 8eo!. 

CJ. 1 Thes. 1 • quoted above, noting ,:bv 8e6v in the first mention of 
God, and 8a,j, without the article when the word follows the mention 
of the· idols and with emphasis on the qualities of true deity. One 
might imperfectly reproduce the effect in English by reading with 
strong emphasis on the word God. But now having come to know [a] 
God (not those that are no real gods). · 

M&).).ov lli, following a negative phrase, introduces and emphasises 
its positive correlate (Eph. 411 511); following a positive expression it 
introduces an additional and more important fact or aspect of the mat­
ter, not thereby retracting what precedes (probably not even in Wisd. 
8'", certainly not in Rom. 8" 1 Cor. 141, • 2 Mac. 6"), but so transferring 
the emphasis to the added fact or aspect as being of superior signifi­

cance as in effect to displace the preceding thought. So clearly here, 

as in Rom. 8", etc. 

,r&,r; €11"L<1Tpecf,E'TE 1rd>..,v brl Ta. aCT0EV'YJ Kal 1r'TCIJX4 CTTOLXELa, 

ol<; 1rd>..iv avw8ev 8ov>..EvEiv 0e>..E-rE; "how is it that ye are turn­

ing back again to the weak and beggarly rudiments, to which ye 
wish to be in bondage again?" The question is rhetorical, in­
tended to set forth the absurdity of the action referred to. On 
the use of ,r&,r; in such questions, meaning "how is it possible 
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that/' see chap. 214 Rom. 38 62 Mt. 74 1228• 
29

, et freq. The pres­
ent tense presents the action as already in progress. (Observe 

that in the examples cited, when a theoretical possibility is 

spoken of the tense is a future or a form referring to the future, 

but in chap. 2
14 it is a present, referring, as in this case, to some­

thing in progress.) This corresponds with the representation of 
the situation in Galatia given in 1 6: 8avµdtw8n ••• µeTaTt8E<T8E. 

CJ. also Oe'XEiE in next clause. The phrase Ta a<T8EPrJ Kat 11'TCAJXa 

<TTOLXELa manifestly refers to what v.3 calls Ta <TTDLXELa Toii 

Kd<Tµov; see on that v., and detached note, p. 510. The present 

expression emphasises the ineffectualness and poverty of the 

old religious systems in contrast with the po~er and richness 

of the gospel. See chap. 56• 
16024 Rom. 1 17 83• 4• It is, of course, 

that to which they were now turning that is specially in mind, 
yet the former heathenism, included under the <TTOLXELa by 

implication of the repeated 1rdXLv, is also thereby stigmatised 
as a<T8EV'YJ Kal 11'Twxd. Both were at bottom legalistic, without 

clear perception of ethical principles and destitute of dynamic 

to make possible the realisation of them in life. What the 

apostle says in Rom. 83 of the law, o vdµoi;, is affirmed of it, not 

because of anything peculiar to it as distinguished from the 
still more imperfect ethnic systems, .but because of that which 

was common to them both, and his usual term for the displaced 
system is not O voµo,;, but Poµo,; (see, e. g., chap. 32, lO, ll, Rom. 

320, 21•. etc.). The word Ol>.ETE in the appended relative clause 

expresses forcibly the inclination of the Galatians to abandon 
the Pauline gospel. CJ. 8e'XovTEi;, v.21. 

Aou).auo-cz1 is attested by NB only; all other authorities apparently 
read clou).ifuan,. The former is quite certainly a modification of the 

original text under the influence of -ri).1v cfw.illsv, which naturally 

calls for an inceptive form. The scribe missing the reference of the 

present to a second period of enslavement, substitutes the aorist to 
express the idea of a return to bondage. m).1v &11c.18ev clou).eiio-'ff 

would have furnished no temptation to change it. 
Il&:).1v originally meaning "back" (return to a previous position; cf. 

L. & S. and Th. s. 11. and reff. there) but more commonly, in later Greek, 
"again" (repetition of a previous action) is often used when the repe­

tition involves return to a previous state or position (Mk. t1 31); but 
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also (like the English "again") when the action is a return to a pre­
vious state through reversal, not, strictly speaking, repetition. So in 

chap. 1" Jn. 1018 Rom. II 23• So also here, since there had been no 
previous i!'ltta-rpeq,etv i!'ltl -rd: ••• a-rotx.ei<X, but only an dv<Xt u'lto -rd: 

a-rotX,a'i<X, and the contemplated fota-rpeq,e1v was not a repetition of a 

previous act but a reversal of the a'ltta-rpeq,e1v 'ltpoc; -rov 8e6v (cf. 1 Thes. 

1•), here described in yv6v-rec; 8e6v. Wieseler's statement, "Das 
'11:6:Atv, welches bier wiederum, nicht riickwii.rts, heisst, weist auf eine 
friihere Bekehrung (a'ltta-rpoq,~) hin, nii.mlich auf die ihrem, v.• erwii.hn­

ten Heidenthume gegeniiber in dem vuv 1le u. s. w. angedeutete Bekeh­

rung von den Gotzen (s'ltta-tpotp-lJ a'lto -r&>v e!llw).wv) zu Gott in Christo," 

escapes self-contradiction only by the expedient of supposing 'lt6:AtY 

to apply to i!'ltta'tpeq,e-re only, not to !l'ltta'tpeq,e-re e'ltl • • • a'tOIX,et<X, 

an interpretation which would require us to read: "How turn ye again, 

this time to the weak and beggarly rudiments ? " The view, moreover, 
in support of which he resorts to this difficult expedient, viz., that Paul 

does not include the former heathenism of the Galatians under -rd: ••• 

a-ro1x.ei<X compels him further to limit the effect of 'lt6:).1v &-8ev in 

the next clause to llou1,.e6e1v, reading in effect, "to which ye desire to 

be in bondage, this constituting for you a second bondage." Such a 
harsh severance of verb and adverb in two successive clauses is not 

demanded by the usage of 'lta:Atv and is, in fact, self-refuting. The 

obvious and unescapable implication of the language is that the con­
version to -rd: • • • CJ'tOtX,et<X is a return to a state generically the same 

as the idol-worship under which they formerly were. Against this it is 
irrelevant to point out that i'ltta'tpeq,e1v does not mean "return" but 

only "tum," since the idea of reversal is expressed in the adverb. The 
expression 'lt6:).1v &-8ev l!ou).e6a1v is pregnant, the adverb suggesting 

a renewed enslavement and the present tense of the infinitive a con­
tinued state; hence in effect again to become enslaved and to continue 

1 so, or to endure a second period of enslavement. l!ou).e~<Xt would 

probably be inceptive. 'lt6:Atv, then, in this case expresses repetition 

rather than, as in the preceding clause, reversal, though, as in many 

other cases (Mk. 2 1 31, etc.), the. repetition involves also return to a 

former position. CJ. 51• It is enforced by the nearly synonymous ifY1&18av 

"anew." It is probably an overrefinement to find in this use of the 

two words (cf. Wisd. 19•) anything more than emphasis, such as is 
often expressed in Greek writers by <Xii81c;, &Vf,)8av, etc . 

. ,-10. IJµ,epa~ 1rap«T1JPEL<TfJE Kal µ,1jpa~ Kal K«Lpo~ Kal ~PLO.V­

TOW. "Ye are observing days and months and seasons and 
years." That the days, etc., referred to are those which the 

Jewish law required to be observed is made certain by the 
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unquestioned character of the influence to which the Galatians 

were yielding. See esp. v.21. Compared with 5w·, in which 

it appears that the question of adopting circumcision was still 

pending, and 53, which indicates that the Galatians had not yet 

been asked to adopt the whole law, this sentence indicates that 

the judaisers had pursued the adroit course of presenting to 

them at first a part only of the requirements of the Jewish law 

and had begun with those things that would be least repulsive. 

Having secured the adoption of the festivals, and perhaps the 

fast-days, of the Jewish cycle, they were now urging circum­

c1s1on. Whether, however, the feasts and fasts were all that 

the Galatians had adopted as yet, is not made clear, since the 

apostle may have mentioned these only as examples of their 

subjection to the law. But the silence of the letter about any 

statute of the law except circumcision, which they had not yet 

adopted, and the fasts and feasts, which they had, there being, 

for example, no mention in connection with the situation in 

Galatia of the law of foods, leaves no positive ground for sup­

posing that any points except these had been raised. 

On 1rcxp<XTT)peia6e, "ye observe, keep religiously," cf. Jos. Ant. 3. 91 

(51): 1t<Xp<XTT)PEtY TOC<; e[300µ6:ocx,;. 14. 264 (1026), 1t<Xp<XTT)pEtY TT)Y TWY 

acx[3[3&TWY i)µep<XY. Contra Ap. 2. 282 (39, Whiston 40): ouoe iv 1!8voc; 

l!v8cx ••• 1ro).).dc TWY e!c; [3pwatv i)µiv oil vevoµtcr!J.EYWY 1rcxp<XTETYJPTJT<Xt. No­

where in the Lxx does the word appear with this meaning, and in 

non-biblical writers instance<; have been observed only in Dion Cassius, 
38. 13, -.de ex. -.ou oupcxvou 1 t1v6µevcx 1rcxpcx-.,ipeiv. It occurs here only in 

N. T. in this sense, TT)peiv being used in Mt. 19" Jn. 801 Acts 15•, etc.; 
,pu).&aaetv in Mt. 1920 Lk. n 28 Acts 7" Rom. 228 Gal. 613, etc. 

'H{Jlpcxc; probably refers primarily. to the sabbath days, but includes 
also the feasts, which are observed each on a single day. 

Mijvcxc;, strictly "months," may be used by metonymy for monthly 
recurring events (cf. Isa. 66"). If used in the strict sense, the word 

probably refers to the seventh month (see Num., chap. 29), for, though 

there were feasts in other months, no other month was so occupied 

with celebrations that it itself could be said to be observed. But it is 

more likely that the reference is to the celebration of the appearance 

of the new moon which marked the beginning of the month, this being 

in a sense an observance of the month. See Num. 1010 2811 ; cf. 1 Chron. 

2311 Col. 211. 

Kat1po6~, in itself indefinite as to either length or frequency of cele-
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bration, probably here refers to a class of celebrations not limited to a 
single day, thus to the great feasts, Passover, Tabernacles, etc. (see 
2 Chron. 8", ,!v 'tOtc; aa~(¼'totc; lt<Xl ev 'tOic; l','ljalv lt<Xl ev 't<Xt<; eop-raic;, 'tpe!,; 

X0:11)011<; 'tOU i Vt<XU'tOii, ev 'tjj eop-rjj 'tWV a~uµ1,>V, !V 'tjj eol)'tjj 'tWV S~~oµa&Jv, 

b 'tjj aop-rjj 'twv ='llvwv), or to these and the fasts of the fourth and fifth 
and seventh and tenth months. See Zech. 8°. 

'Ev1au'to6c;, "years," may refer to the year of Jubilee or the sabbati­
cal year. So Ell. Ltft. et al., esp. Barton (JBL. XXXIII, u8.ff.), who, 

referring it to the sabbatical year, founds on this interpretation an 

argument for the dating of the epistle in the year 54 or 55 A. D., this in 
turn carrying with it the conclusion that the letter was written to 

churches in North Galatia, so called. The doubt of Benzinger (Encyc. 

Bib. II 1514) whether these year-long celebrations were ever actually 
observed is perhaps scarcely justified in view of 1 Mac. 6••-.. ; Jos. Ant. 

13. 234 (81
), 14. 475 (162); Bell. 1. 60 (2•). But in view of the fact 

which the epistle clearly shows, that the Galatians had not yet under­
taken to keep the whole law, not even having at all generally accepted 

circumcision (cf. on 41 5•), it must be regarded as very improbable that 
among the requirements of the law already adopted was a custom eco­

nomically so burdensome and socially so difficult as the sabbatical 
year. It is, therefore, much more probable that, as he speaks of the 

observance of the new moon as an observance of months, so by the 
observance of years he means the celebration of the beginning of the 

year, probably on the first of the month Tishri. Against this view 
Barton urges it as a fatal objection that since the Talmud includes 
New Year's Day among the great festivals and calls these by a word 
equivalent to xa:1pol, therefore Paul's avtau'touc;, if it refers to New 

Year's Day, has already been included in lt<Xtpouc; (see Barton, op. cit., 

p. 120). But it is quite unsafe to argue that because the Talmud in­

cludes New Year's Day among the great feasts, therefore Paul included 

it in the ltatpol. Moreover, non-exclusiveness of his terms is in itself 

not improbable. Formal exactness in such matters is not character­

istic of Paul. It is, indeed, most likely that, as used here, µi'jva,; is 

included in -1)µ.epac;, and avw:u-r:o6c; in xa:1po6c; or -1)µepac;, the four terms 

without mutual exclusiveness covering all kinds of celebrations of days 

and periods observed by the Jews. 

11. <f,o~ouµa, vµa~ µ17 ,r~ ElKfj KEKo,r{aKa El~ {Jµa~. "I fear 

that in vain have I spent my labour upon you," i. e., that the 
labour which I bestowed on you is to result in nothing. A 

paratactically added expression of the apostle's feeling in view 
of the tendency of the Galatians to adopt legalistic practices, 

which clearly indicates his estimate of the deadly character of 
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legalism. Should they really come under its dominion, his 
labour would have been for naught. For the expression of the 
more hopeful feeling, between which and that of fear of the out­

come expressed here the letter swings, see 510
• 

'1µ.a<; is best regarded as proleptically employed, not properly an 
object of ,po~oiiµott, but anticipating the bµa<; in the subordinate 

clause. CJ. W. LXVI 5, and such N. T. examples as Mk. 12" Acts 1311 

Gal. 1 11• lt is true that as a rule the object accusative anticipates 
the subject of the subordinate clause. But that this is not uniformly 

the case, see Kruger, Gr. Sprachl. 61. 6•, and the example there cited: 
-r'ijv vi'Jaov 't(XU't"IJV e,po~oiiv-ro µ'ij e~ (XU'tT)<; '-rov 1t6>.eµov a,pla, 'ltOIWV't(XI, 

Thuc. 4. 81• µ'ij uxo1t!a= is then an object clause after a verb of 
fearing. The indicative is employed because the fact spoken of is, as 

an event, already past, though the result is undecided or not yet 

known to the writer. See BMT 227, and cf. on cliap. 2•, On £!xii 

cf. 3•. The meaning here is evidently "without effect." The perfect 
xexo1t!ax.ot, referring to a past action and its existing result; is appro­
priately employed, since it is precisely the result of his action that the 

apostle has chiefly in mind. £!,; bµa<; is equivalent to a strengthened 

dative of advantage, "for you." 

9. An affectionate appeal to the Galatians to enter fully 

into their freedom from law, referring to their former 

enthusiastic reception of the apostle and affection 

for him, and expressing the wish that he were now 

with them and could speak to them in more per­

suasive language than he had formerly used (412
-20). 

Dropping argument, the resumption of which in vv.21
-
31 is 

probably an after-thought, the apostle turns to appeal, begging 

the Galatians to take his attitude towards the law, referring to 

the circumstances under which he had preached the gospel to 

them, and the enthusiasm and personal affection with which, 

despite an illness which made him unattractive to them, they 

had received him and his message. He compares his own 

zealous pursuit of them with that of his opponents,· justifying 

his by its motive, but expresses, also, the wish that he could be 

present with them right now and speak in a different tone 

from that, by implication harsher one, which he had employed 

on some previous occasion when he had "told them the truth." 
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12Become as I am (or have become), because I am as ye are, I 

beseech you, brethren. 13Ye did me no wrong, but ye know that 

because of an infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel to you on 

that former occasion; 14and that which was a temptation to you in 

my flesh, ye did not reject or despise, but ye received me as an angel 

of God, as Christ Jesus. 16Where, then, is that gratulation of your­

selves? For I bear you witness that ye would, if possible, have 

plucked out your eyes and given them to me. 16So that I have be­

come your enemy by telling you the truth I 17They zealously seek 

you, not honestly, but wish to shut you out that ye may seek them. 
18But it is good to be zealously sought after in a good thing, always, 

and not only when I am present with you, 19oh, my children, with 

whom I travail again in birth pangs till Christ be formed in you. 
20But I could wish to be present with you now, and to change my 

tone; because I am in perplexity in reference to you. 

12 r , 0 • , , ., • \ • , ~ • 'I- .,. ,1.,..(. '1-1-
• £VE<T E Cl)S' e-y(J), on Ka-y(J) ~ vµe,~, aoe,...,,., , oeuµa, 

vµrov. "Become as I am (or have become), because I am as 

ye are, I beseech you, brethren." With this sentence the 

apostle, under the influence, probably, of the fear e:q)ressed in 
v.11

, turns from argument to entreaty and appeals to the feel­

ings of the Galatians. CJ. the similar manner of approach in 
31•3, and notice here the affectionate aoe>...cf,ot (cj. on 1 11) and 

the use of Uoµa,, "I entreat." The entreaty itself is enigmati­

cal and paradoxical. Yet its meaning can scarcely be doubtful. 

The apostle desires the Galatians to emancipate themselves 

from bondage to law, as he had done, and appeals to them to 

do this on the ground that he, who possessed the advantages of 

the law, had foregone them and put himself on the same level, 
in relation to law, with them. · Thus while -ytve<10E OJS' e"(w 
addresses them as subject to law, or on the point of becoming 

so, &,s- vµe,s looks at them as Gentiles without the advantages 

of law. A similar thought is expressed less enigmatically in 

2
16

• 
16 (cj. v. 9

) and in Phil. 3411-, esp. v. 8• CJ. also I Cor. <j1• 

It affects the sense but little whether with xa-yw we supply a!µ! or 
-ye-yovrz ( or l-ye11611,1111); -ye-yovci corresponds best with -y!wa6e and the 

actual facts, since the apostle's freedom from law was the result of a 

becoming, a change of relations. On the other hand, e!µ! corresponds 
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best with Ea'ta, which must be supplied with uµe,~ and better fits the 

parallelism, which is evidently intended to be paradoxical. The inter­

pretation of Chrys. et al., according to which iJll-'IJV is supplied after 
M-yw, giving the meaning, "because I was formerly under law as ye 

now are," is open to the two objections: (a) that, the reference to past 
time being essential to the thought, iJµ.1Jv could hardly have been left to 
be supplied, and (b) that the appeal, to be effective, must be not sim­

ply to the apostle's former state, which he has now abandoned, but to 

his present state or his abandonment of the former state. 

ovSev µE ~S,K~CTO.TE• 13. or Sa.TE Se lSn s,· aCTOevE,a.V T17f 

t1a.pK~ Evr,"f'YE}..tudµr,v vµ'iv To 1rpoTEpov, "Ye did me no wrong, 

but ye know that because of an infirmity of the-flesh I preached 
the gospel to you on that former occasion." ovUv µE ~S,K~CTa.TE 

is in all probability an allusion to an assertion of the Galatians 

that they had done the apostle no wrong, it being equally 

their right to accept his message when he came and that of the 

later Christian teachers when they came; to which the apostle 
adroitly replies conceding that they did him no wrong in the 

first instance, and going on to remind them of their former gen­

erous and affectionate treatment of him. In v.16 he follows 
this up with the intimation that they are now doing him a 

wrong in counting him their enemy. The reference to the 

bodily weakness which was the occasion of his preaching to 
them had for its purpose in Paul's mind to remind them of their 

affectionate attitude towards him and to renew it. For the 

modern reader it has the added value of furnishing an interesting 
and valuable detail concerning the circumstances under which 

Paul first preached in Galatia. On this aspect of the matter, 

see the Introd., p. xxix. On the nature of the illness, see fine 
print below. Whether TO 1rpoTEpov referred to the former of 

two occasions on which he had preached the gospel to them 

orally, hence of two visits to Galatia, was, of course, perfectly 

clear to the Galatians. For the modern reader this can only 

be definitely decided by proving, if it can be done, from sources 

outside this passage whether Paul had already been in Galatia 
once or twice. See below on TO 1rpoTEpov. 

Oo!Siv µe ii!Stxiia1xn is open to several interpretations according as 

(a) ii!StxT)aocn is taken in the sense (i) "to wrong," "to do injustice 
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to one," or (ii) "to harm," "to injure"; (b) the aorist is understood to 
refer to a distinctly past time, in contrast with the recent past or pres­
ent, equivalent to the English past, or as covering the period up to 
the present, and so equivalent to the English perfect; (c) µe is under­

stood to be emphatic or not, and if emphatic, as standing in implied 

antithesis, e. g., to 6µ.ai; or Xptcri:6v; (d) according as the sentence is 

or is not supposed to refer to a claim of the Galatians to the effect 
that they had. not wronged or harmed him. Of the different views 

thus resulting, those that are at all probable may be stated as follows: 
(1) Ye did me (at that time) no injustice; it is now that you are unjust 

in regarding me as your enemy (cf. v.11). The occasion of the state­

ment is in this case not in anything that the Galatians have said, but 
in the apostle's own sense of having been wronged. (2) I grant that 

ye did me (at that time) no injustice. In this you ari right. I can 
not grant that ye are not now wronging me in regarding me as your 

enemy. (3) Ye have not wronged me; it is Christ that ye have 
wronged. (4) Ye have not harmed me; it is yourselves that ye have 

harmed. Of these several views the second best accords with the 

context, and best accounts for the introduction of these otherwise 
enigmatic words. The context says nothing of their wronging Christ 

or injuring themselves, but does imply that they are now regarding 
Paul as their enemy, which would, of course, be felt by Paul as an 

injustice. The sentence is, moreover, more likely to have found its 
occasion in some word of theirs than to have originated with Paul him­
self. Had the latter been the case, he would probably have added 

some adverb or phrase of past time (cf. v.•); ae is slightly adversative: 
Ye did me no wrong, but rather when I preached, etc., ye received me, 

etc. 
/11' cia811ww:v (cf. o~ c!iuv&:µevoi; c!it' d;a9ewtcxY 'ltAeiiacx1, quoted by 

M. and M. Voc. s. v., from a papyrus of 135 A. D.) expresses the occa­
sioning cause of the e~r"feAtad:µ'l)Y, not the means ( 81' d;a9ew!cxi;) or 

limiting condition (iv cia8ew!i). It was a bodily weakness that gave 

occasion to his preaching to the Galatians, either by detaining him ia 

Galatia longer than he had intenqed, or by leading him to go there 

contrary to his previous plan. Both here and in v ." ad:p~ is obviously 

to be taken in its physical sense, equivalent to awµa; see on 31, and 

detached note on llwiiµcx and :Ed:p~, II 2, p. 492. Other senses of the 
word are plainly inappropriate to the context. The factors to be 

taken into account in considering what was the nature of the weakness 
are: (a) the phrase 'ltetpcxaµlw 6µtv ev -rjj ao:p'1.l µou (see below), which 

undoubtedly refers to the same thing here designated as cia8eww:v 

-ri'jc; acxpY.6<;, tends to show that the latter was in some way offensive 

to the Galatians or calculated to lead to the rejection of his message. 

(b) v.16 suggests that Paul's sickness was a disease of the eyes, obstruct-
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ing his sight. (c) 2 Cor. 12', e!!68TJ µot a,i.6)..o,t, -rfl ao:p'ltl, may not im­
probably be understood to refer to the same fact. But neither of 
these latter identifications are certain. Of the many explanations 
proposed, persecution, temptation to sensuality, spiritual trials, such 
as temptation to despair and doubt, wholly fail to meet the conditions. 
The language can refer only to some physical ailment hard to bear, 
and calculated to keep him humble and, in some measure, to repel 
those to whom he preached. Ltft. Lip. Dib. Gwt. pp. 46jf., et al., 

favour «:1>ilepsy, Rflckert et al. some affection of the eyes; Ramsay, 
reviving in part an ancient opinion, thinks it was fever with ac­

companying severe headache (St. Paul, pp. 94.ff., and Com. on Gal., 

pp. 422.ff.), For fuller list of conjectures, see Ltft. pp. 186.ff., Stanley, 
Com. on Cor., pp. 547 ff. Ramsay's view could be sustained only by 
showing that fever was, in Galatia, regarded as an infliction of the 
gods, showing the sufferers to be under their special disapprobation. 
But that this was in any peculiar sense true of fevers is scarcely shown 
by anything that Ramsay advances. CJ. ut supra. The reference to 
a disease of the eyes, though favoured by v. 15, is weakened by the lack 
of any emphasis upon bµG>v indicated by position or otherwise. Epi­
lepsy fulfils the conditions, but no better, perhaps, than many other 
diseases. The precise nature of the apostle's suffering must be left 
undecided. No decisive inference can be drawn from this illness con­
cerning the location of the Galatian churches. euTJrre)..,~µTJY is used 
here, as everywhere else in the epistle ( 1 •· •· 11• u, ") in the specific 
sense, to preach the gospel, to bring the good news of salvation in 
Christ. 

Ilp6-repo<; is a comparative adjective in frequent use from Homer 
down. 'll'p6-repov is employed as a temporal adverb from Pindar and, 
with the article, from Herodotus down. In the latter use it is usually 
the case that an event having happened twice (e. g., a place visited or 
a battle fought) or two periods of time being brought into comparison, 
and the latter having been specifically mentioned, orb 'll'poupov desig­
nates the earlier one. The two occasions or periods may both be in 

the past: Hdt. 2"'; Thuc. 1. 59•, 3. 87•• 111, 5. 65•; Xen. Mem. 3. 81; 

Hell. 5. 3.11; Isoc. 59c (411), 151 d (711); Gen. 13• 2811 Deut. 91~ Josh. 10H 
II 10 1 Kgs. 13• Dan. 311 1 Mac. 3" 4'° 51 6•. Or one may be past 
and the other present: Thuc. 6. 861

; Plato, Grat. 436 E; Rep. 522 A; Dem. 

43•• 18• "• " 4819; Deut. 2•• Josh. 1415 1511 Judg. 110 18st• Or one may 
be past and the other future: Isa. 111 Jer. 37 (30)'° 40 (33)'• 11 1 Mac. 
611• Occasionally tlie two events are not similar but contrasted. See 
e:u. of this usage in Xen. An. 4. 4"; Neh. 13• Job 42•· 1 Tim. 111. 
'll'p6upov without the article signifies in enumerations "first," im-[ 
plying also a second in the series (Heh. 717); or "on a former occasion,',.; 

without implying either repetition or contrast, though the context 
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sometimes suggests that what was 'lt?Mapov, "formerly," no longer 
existed at the time denoted by the principal verb. Isa. 41•• Jn. 7'" 
2 Cor. 1" Heh. 4•. In a few cases -rb 'ltp6-rapov seems also to be em­
ployed in this way: Isoc. 70 (15111

), 354 c (1617); Isa. 52•; Sus. 52; 

Jn. 6 .. 9•. It is important to notice that when -rb 'ltp6-rapov designates 
the former of two occasions or periods, the later one is always one 
which is distinctly referred to or implied in the context, never, so far 
at least as the above examples or any others that have been cited 
show, one which is itself implied only in that an earlier one is called 
-rb 1tp6-repov, the former. In other words, in observed instances it 
implies no du .. lity except that of an occasion mentioned in the context 
(which may be past. present, or future), and of the event to which 
orb 1tp6-repov itself applies. Yet it is obvious that the knowledge of 
the readers might supply what is lacking in the context. While, there­
fore, -rb 'ltp6-repov in this passage does not imply two previous visits, it 
does not exclude the possibility of them, despite the fact that we have 
no extant example of 1tp6-repov referring to the former of two occasions 
neither of which is otherwise referred to in the context. To this should 
be added the evidence of vv.18 and •~ (q, t1.), slightly confirmed by 1•, 

that between his first visit to Galatia" and the writing of the present 
letter Paul had communicated with the Galatians, either in person or 
by letter. There are, accordingly, three possibilities: (a) -rb 1tp6np011 

implies no comparison of occasions of preaching, but means simply 
"formerly." Against this is the apparent needlessness of the phrase, 
if this is all that it means. It is so self-evident that his preaching in 
Galatia was formerly, that the inclusion of the word in this sense is 
seemingly motiveless. (b) The apostle regarded the present letter as 
a reiteration of the gospel in its distinctive features, and referred to 
the one and only oral proclamation of the gospel as on the former 
occasion, as compared with the letter. Against this is the fact that 
on the hypothesis that this letter is considered a preaching of the 
gospel, and in view of the evidence of an intervening communication 
cited above, the present preaching was the third, which renders it 
improbable that the first would be. said to be -ro 1tp6npov. Against 
it is also the fact that Paul and N. T. writers generally use e~,xnei.~oµa11 

of oral preaching only. Yet there is nothing in the word itself to 
exclude a reference to publication in writing, and ii -yp,xlf,i) • • • 

'ltpoeu'llnei.!a<X"to of 31 is perhaps some evidence that Paul might use 
the simple verb in the same way. (c) It being known to the Galatians 
that Paul had preached to them orally twice, -rb 1tp6npov self-evidently 
meant for them on the former of these two occasions. This takes the 
verb and -ro 'ltp6-repov in their usual sense, and though involving a use 
of -rb 'ltp6npov with reference to the former of two events, knowledge 
of the second of which is supplied by the readers, not by the context-
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probable. Parallels would in the nature of the case be difficult to 
discover, since they could be recognised only by evidence not furnished 
in the context. It remains, however, that the significance of -tb 

,i;p6-repov depends on the question of fact whether Paul had actually 
preached twice in Galatia before writing this letter; -to 11:p6"tEpov itself 

does not prove him to have done so. See further in Introd. p. xlv. 

That -tb 1tp6-rspov implies two visits to Galatia is the view of Alf. 
Ltft. Sief. (Zahn, two or more) Bous., and many other modem inter­

preters from Luther down. Sief. quotes Grot. and Keil for the secona 

of the views stated above. Vernon Bartlet, in Expositor, Series V, 

vol. 10 (1Sw), p. 275, explains -tb 1tp6'tapov as meaning "ll-t the begin­
ning," in the earlier part of his evangelising visit, and as suggesting 
that it was only the initiation of his work that was occasioned by his 

illness, the continuance of it being for other reasons. He supports 
this view by the contention that s~ocrrs).~oµ<x1 refers to the presen­
tation of the gospel to a people who have not received it, and, there­

fore, can not be used to cover two visits (a statement sufficiently refuted 
by Rom. 1 16 15••). No instances of -tb 1tp6-tspov in this sense are cited, 
nor does it seem to be justified by usage. The view of McGiffert, 
Apostolic Age, p. 228, that -tb 1tp6"tEpov refers to the eastward journey 

'from Antioch to Derbe, the later, implied, journey being the return 

westward, does less violence to the usage of -tb 11:p6-tspov and a~y-

1a).~oµ<x1. But inasmuch as the letter is addressed to all the 
churches of the group, and the most eastern would on this theory have 

been visited but once, it is improbable that the apostle would have 
spoken of the journey up and back' as involving two evangelisations 

of them. 

14. Kal TOP '1rEtpa<1µ0P l,µf;,p eP Tfj <1apK( µov OVK el;ov8EP-q<TciTE, 

ovoe el;E7rTWaTE, "and that which was a temptation to you 

in my flesh, ye did not reject or despise." On l,µwP as objective 
genitive after 7rEtpauµov cf. Lk. 2228• The whole phrase, TOP 

1f'Etpauµov l,µwv eP Tjj uapK( µov, stands, as the following verbs 

show, by metonymy for some such expression as eµ.e 7rEtpdtoPTa 

vµ~ Ota T,qP MOePEtaP 1''1Ji; uapKds µov. For similar metonymy, 

see Ps. 222.t ( 25). 7rEtpauµoP is probably temptation rather than 

simply trial; there was something in the apostle's physical con­

dition which tempted them to reject him and his message. 

el;EnvuaTE, not found in the Lxx and here only in N. T., is 
found in Greek writers from Homer down. 
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Sief.'s attempt, following Lach. and Butt., to escape the difficulty 
that fllpO!CJ(J,6Y is not logically the object of seou61vfiaa:'t"e and see'lt't"6-

aa:,;1 by placing a colon after aa:pK! µou, thus making 1te1paaµ6v the 
object of otaa: .. e, and aeou6evfiaa:'t"e the beginning of a new sentence, 
is extremely forced, and in view of Ps. 22tt (") is quite unneces­

sary. 
Though in all other extant instances t:11.'lt't'611> is used of a physical act, 

"to spit out," the impossibility of such a sense here and the fact that 
the similar compounds of 'lt't'6e1v (cf. O:'ltO'lt't'. Aesch. Eum. 303: 0:1tO'lt't"6e1c; 

'i.6youc;. Aesch. Ag. u92: 0:-ite'lt't"Uaa:v eGvd:c; ciae).,poO) and other words 
of similar meaning (cf. Rev. 311: (-1,SAAII> ae a(J.SCJcz1 t:11. 't"OO CJ't"6(J,a:'t"6t; (.Lou) 

are used in the tropical sense, make it unnecessary to question the 
tropical meaning, "to reject," here. 

aXXa ~ G,,y,ye>..ov Oeov eM~auOe µe, t,~ XpLUTO'V 'l17uovv, "but 

ye received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus." G,,y,ye~ is 

commonly used by Paul not in its general sense of "messenger" 

(Mt. II10 Lk. 724,2 7 962 Mk. I 2 Jas. 2 25), for which he uses a71"0-
<TTO~ (2 Cor. 823 Phil. 226), but an "angel," a superhuman being. 

CJ. Is 319 I Cor. 4° 131 ; M. and M. Voc. s. v. This is doubtless 

its sense here. That Paul was God's "messenger" is implied 

by the context, not the word. The use of Oeov without the 

article emphasises the qualitative character of the phrase, and 

brings out more strongly the dignity ascribed to Paul as God's 

representative. CJ. on v.s. The sentence, however, means 

not that they supposed him actually to be superhuman, but 

that they accorded him such credence and honour as they would 

have given to an angel of God. Note~ Xp,uTov 'l17uovv and 

cJ. Phm. 17• eU~auOe suggests the idea of welcome more dis­

tinctly than would have been done by e>..d~ETE or 7rapeXd~ETE. 

CJ. chap. 1 9• 12 32 ; yet see also 2 Cor. n4, where both verbs occur. 
~ XpL<TToP 'l17uovv is a climactic addition. CJ. Rom. gas Col. 

1 15
• 

16• The force of ~ is the same as with G,,y,ye"ll.ov. As to 

the relation of the apostle to Christ Jesus which, makes such 

reception possible, see 2 Cor. 520• 

The meaning of the sentence would not be materially different if 
IJ.rya).ov were taken in the not impossible sense of "messenger." CJ. 
2 Cor. 127, where &yyt).oc; l:a:'t"czl/CZ is similarly ambiguous, the phrase 
referring figuratively to a bodily affliction of some kind. Yet, that in 
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both cases the word itself denotes a superhuman being is rendered prob­
able by Paul's evident belief in such beings and his usual use of the 
word. See Everling, Die paulinische Angelologie und DiJmonologie, pp. 

59 ff. Dib. Gwt. pp. 45 ff. 

15. ,rov ovv o µ,aKapL<T~ vµ,o,v• "Where, then, is that gratu­

lation of yourselves?" The question is rhetorical, implying 

that the gratulation has ceased, but without good reason. CJ. 
Lk. 825

: ,rou ;, 1r(<1n~ vµ,ruv; and for instances with different 

implication, see Rom. 327 1 Cor. 1 20 1217, 19• ovv has the force 

of qua.e cum ita sint, referring to the facts stated in vv.13
• 

14
• 

vµ,rov is probably objective genitive after µ,aKapi<1µ,th, "declara­

tion of blessedness," as is TOV av0pw,rov in .Rom. 46• Even if 

vµ,rov be taken as subjective genitive (Sief.), it would be neces­

sary to understand it as referring to a gratulation of themselves, 

not of others, as is shown clearly by the following sentence 
introduced by ,ydp and referring to the enthusiasm of the Gala­

tians in receiving Paul. On the use of the simple pronoun for 
the reflexive, see Rob. p. 681, and the examples in the imme­

diately preceding and f<;>llowing sentences, 1rEipo.<1p.ov vµ,oov and 
lxf,OaXµ,ow vµ,oov. 

Ilou is the reading of NABCFGP 33, 104, 424**, 442, 1912 f g Vg. 

Syr. (psh. hard. mg.), Boh. Arm. Euthal. Dam. Hier. Pelag. Of these 
f Vg. Boh. (?)Arm.Hier. al. add lai:lv after oov. DKL al. pler. d Goth. 

Syr. (hard. txt.) Thdr. Mop. Sever. Chr. Thdrt. Thphyl. Oec. Victo1in. 

Aug. Ambrst. al. read 'tl,; instead of 1tou. DFGK al. pier. d e Goth. 
Chr. Thdrt. Aug. Ambrst. add -1jv after oi5v. The choice is between 

"Jtou oov and 'tl,; oov -1jv, the other readings being corruptions or con­
flations of these. Internal evidence is indecisive. Mey. and, follow­
ing him, Zahn prefer 'tl,; oov -1jv. But the strong preponderance of 

external evidence requires the adoption of "Jtou oi5v. The alternative 
reading is probably an unintentional clerical corruption, IlO being 

converted into T:U::, and r omitted to make sense. 

~ l. •• ,. " • ~--· ' ·'- , ,I.II .. ' • ~ 't µo.pTvpo, ,Yap vµ,v on EL uvPaTov TOv,· o'Fa,.,µ,o~ vµ,o,v e,;o-

pvl;avT~ e5wKaTe µ,o,. "For I bear you witness that ye 

would, if possible, have plucked out your eyes and given them 

to me." A confirmation immediately o~ the assertion implied 
in o µ,aK.o.p,u~ vµ,G,v but indirectly of the affirmation of their 
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former favourable attitude, which began with oMev r,8iK~uaTe 

µE, v.u. That he dwells on this matter at such length and 

states it so strongly shows the apostle's strong desire to rein­
state himself in the affections of the Galatians. The language 
escapes hyperbole only by the expression EL ovvanJv. The 

inference from the reference to the eyes that Paul's weakness 
of the :flesh was a disease of the eyes, though slightly favoured 
by EL ovvanJv in preference, e. g., to EL ava-yKatov is very pre­

carious. 

'Tµiv is not an indirect object denoting the person who receives the 
testimony (cf. Acts 15•), but dative of advantage, denoting the one to 
whose credit witness is borne (cf. Acts 22• Rom. Iot Col. 411). E! 

auvcc-rov •.. eM,x.cc-re µot is evidently a hypothesis contrary to fact, civ 

being omitted. CJ. BMT 249 and Mt. 2624 Jn. 9" 15" 1911• On the 
mention of the eyes as the most precious members of the body, cf. 

Deut. 3210 Ps. 17• Zach. 2•, and on aeopuaaw of the plucking out of the 
eyes, see Hdt. 811•: eec:ipuee cc6-.Giv o 'ltot't'ijp 'tOU~ 6ip8otAµou~ 1M: 't-i)v 

a!-r(,iv -rccu't1)v (viz., for going to war against his command), and other 
exx. cited by Wetst., ad loc., also Lxx, Judg. 1621 (A; Breads ex.x.6mw); 

I Sam. u•. Jos. Ant. 6. 69 (5 1) uses ex.x.6mw; Mt. s•• 18•, eeatp~. Of 
mention of the plucking out of one's eyes as an act of self-sacrifice no 
example other than the present has been pointed out. 

16. G,uTE e'Xf)p~ vµ.G,v 'Ye"fOPa a).:,,OEt,wv vµ.'iv. "So that I 

have become your enemy by telling you the truth!" e'Xf)p&,; 
must doubtless be taken not in the passive sense, "hated by" 
(so from Homer down; and probably in Rom. 510 u 28), but in 

the active sense, "hostile to," "hater of," sinceinN. T. (Mt. 543 

Rom. 1220, et freq.) and (according to Sief. ad loc., citing Dern. 

43919 
u21

12
; Xen. An. 3. 2 5

; Soph. Aj. 554) in classical writers 
also, e'Xf)p&,; with the genitive regularly has this active sense. 

The passive sense requires a dative expressed or understood. 
Xen. Cyr. 5. 450, etc. It follows that the phrase e'Xf)p~ i,µ.ll,v 

expresses not the fact as Paul looked at it, but the view 
which the Galatians were taking or disposed to take; and the 
sentence is either a question asking (indignantly) whether [they 
hold that] he has indeed become hostile to them by telling the 
truth, or an exclamation expressing in e'Xftp~ i,µ.ll,v -yfyova. the 
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view which the apostle sadly recognises the Galatians are tak­
ing of him, and in aX778evwv vµ,,v the cause to which he ascribes 

their hostility. The latter explanation is the more probable, 
for C,urE does not elsewhere, in N. T. at least, introduce a ques­

tion nor bear the weak sense ( = ovv) which the interrogative 

interpretation requires. ro<T7'E ••• vµ,'iv is, then, an inference 

from the facts stated in vv.14, 16, and the further premise supplied 

by the apostle's conscience, that he has done nothing to pro­

duce this effect except to tell them the truth. "Since you, 

then, regarded me with such affection and now count me your 

enemy, this can only have come about through my telling you 

the truth." The appropriate punctuation is, therefore, an ex­
clamation point. 

The question when the truth-speaking referred to in ciA:1J816wv took 
place is of considerable interest for the chronology of Paul's relations 
to the Galatians. That it can not have been on the occasion referred to 
in vv."• •• is plain from the force of rtrova, which, denoting a present 
state the result of a past act of becoming, describes a change from 
a former condition, as well as by the manifest contrariety between the 
enmity expressed in e,c6p6c; and the friendly relations described in 
vv.13• 16• Had it been alleged that Paul had really been on that first 
visit not their friend but their enemy in that he had taught them 
things which he affirms to be true, but which his opponents called false, 
which enmity they had only discovered through the subsequent 
teachings of the judaisers, that thought must have been expressed by 
some such phrase as eyev6(J.1)Y e,cOpbi; u(J.Wv -rtj> ci1.1j8e6e1v, or ellpT)(J.(11 

(or e!µ!) e,c8pbi; b(J.Wv o,~ -rb ci1.1j8e6m (or ci1.Tj8eii<J"1). Nor can the 

truth-speaking be that of this letter, since rirova implies a result al­
ready existing, and the Galatians had not yet read the letter. Zahn, 

indeed, proposes. to take it as an epistolary perfect, referring to what 
the Galatians will say when the letter is read. But aside from the 
iniprobability that Paul would intimate to the Galatians that the 
effect of his letter would be to make them call him their enemy, the 
very existence of the epistolary perfect is doubtful (the usage described 

in Kuhner-Gerth, 384•, Gild. Syntax, 234 is not precisely this), and, if 
one may judge from the analogy of the epistolary aorist (BMT 44), 
would be confined to verbs of writing and sending. The natural infer­
ence, therefore, is that the reference is to things said at a second visit 
or in a letter previous to this one. That the utterances here referred 
to were those spoken of in 1•, or utterances made at the same time, is 
an obvious suggestion in view of the somewhat minatory tone of 1•. 
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This, however, if accepted, would not decide whether the utterance 
was in person or letter (since 'ltp0e1p-/J,c.a~y in 1• can, just as well as 
lq,t.>, refer to a written statement), and the present verse contributes 
to the question whether Paul had made a second visit to Galatia only 
the probability that there had been some communication from Paul 
to the Galatians between the evangelising visit and this letter. CJ. 
above on v. 14 and below on v.••. 

17. t1JMVCHV vµar; OU Ka">..~, a>..U eKK°XE'iua, vµar; (Jt!>.JJvu,v, 

Tva avrovr; f11MvTE. "They zealously seek you, not honestly, 
but wish to shut you out that ye may seek them." In contrast 
with his own frank truthfulness by which he risked incurring 
and actually incurred the suspicion of hostility to the Galatians, 
the apostle declares that they-his opponents, unnamed by so 
much as a pronoun but clearly enough referred. to-are courting 
the favour of the Galatians, not honourably (cf. Heh. 1318), i. e., 

not sincerely and unselfishly, but with selfish motive. That 
from which these opponents of Paul wish to exclude the Gala­
tians is not stated; the context implies either (a) the privilege 
of the gospel, i. e., the sense of acceptance with God which 
those have who believe themselves to have fulfilled the divine 
requirements, or (b) the circle of those who hold the broader 
view, Paul and his companions and converts, who maintain 
that the Gentiles are accepted if they have faith and without 
fulfilling the requirements of the law. In either case, the effect 
of such exclusion would be that the Galatians would turn 
to the Jewish Christians for guidance and association, and 
the latter would be in the position of being sought after 
(f1JMVTE). The verb eKK'Xe'iua, rather favours the former 

interpretation, since it is not natural to speak of one group of 

persons as shutting others out from another group; a verb mean­
ing to alienate, or to cause separation from, would be more 
probable. On t11Xovre, see BJ.-D. 93; BMT 198. Whether we 
have here an irregularity of form (t11Xovre being thought of as 
subjunctive) or of syntax (f11Xovre being an indicative after 

t'vo.) is not possible to determine with certainty. 
18. Ko."JJ,v ~e f 11XovufJo., ev KO.Ap 1rdvrore, Ko.l µ.;, µ.ovov ,.,, 'T~ 

'll'o.pe'i,vo.{ µ.e 'll'p~ vµ.a~, "But it is good to be zealously sought 
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after in a good thing, always, and not only when I am present 
with you." Most probably a reference to his own persistent 

seeking after the Galatians, which he by implication character­
ises as lv KaX[p in contrast with that of the judaisers, which was 

ov KaX/;,c;, and for the continuance of which, even while absent, 

he justifies himself by this statement, enforced by v.19. This 
interpretation retains as the implied subject of the passive 

t11Xovu0a, the object of the active !°1JMVTE in v. 17h, and best 

comports with the tone of v.19 into which he passes from this v. 

apparently without break in thought. 

Z'llAoucnlocc must be taken as a passive, no instance of the middle 
being found elsewhere, and there being no occasion for change from 
active to middle form. ev xoc).(j> defines the sphere in which alone xoc).bv 

t'll).oua8oct is true. 'lt<Xll'tO'te is in evident antithesis to the following 

phrase, XlXl 11-Tl ••• 1tpb~ ~tJiz~. The addition of this phrase, with its 
definite personal pronoun shows that xoc).bv • • • xoc).(j>, though in form 

simply a general maxim, had in the apostle's mind specific reference 
to the existing situation, the relations of the Galatians to Paul and his 

opponents. The words might therefore mean, "I do not object to 

others as well as myself seeking to gain your friendship, so only they 

do it in a good thing, in the realm of that which is for your good." It 
is an objection to this interpretation that 11-TJ 116vov • • • ~tul~ awk­
wardly expresses the idea "by others as well as myself,'~ and that such 

a disclaimer of desire on the apostle's part to monopolise the interest 

and affection of the Galatians does not lead naturally to v .". The 

words may also be explained by taking Paul as the implied subject of 

t'll).ooo8oct. "It is a fine tl;tlng-I myself could desire-to be sought 
after, in a good thing-always, when I am away from you as well as 

when I am present." In this case the "sentence is a thinly veiled re­
proach of the Galatians for. their fickleness in changing their attitude 

towards him, now that he is no longer with them. The change in im­
plied subject of t'll).oua8occ without indication that the reference is now 

to the apostle himself is an objection to this interpretation, though not 

a decisive one; the apostle may have preferred to leave the reference 

somewhat veiled. But it is difficult on this interpretation to account 

for iv xoc).cji, no such qualification being called for if the apostle is think­

ing of the Galatians seeking after him. Probably, therefore, the inter­

pretation first proposed is the true one. ~e is in that case adversative, 

marking an antithesis between the t'll).ouv of the judaisers, which he 

disapproves, and his own, which he justifies. 
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19. TeKvrt µov, ow 7raX,11 wM11w µex,p,r; ov µop<f>w0v Xp,qTor; 
e11 vµ'i11. "oh, my children with whom I travail again in birth 

pangs till Christ be formed in you." Language of deep affec­

tion and emotion, called forth by the previous words defending 
his right to continue his zealous efforts to hold the affection of 

his readers, and probably to be attached to the preceding v. 

The figure is after the fashion of the apostle, and extremely 

bold; TeK11a addresses them in affectionate tone as his children, 

i. e., as those whom he has already begotten or borne; ovr; 
1rdX,11 &,otvw represents them as again in the womb, needing a 

second (spiritual) birth, and himself as a mother suffering again 

the birth pangs, which must continue till Christ be formed in 

them, i. e., until it be true of them as of him that Christ lives in 
them (220). 

Were it not for the !5,! at the beginning of v.••, v. 19 would naturally 
be taken as the beginning of a sentence and v.•• as its completion. 
The occurrence of et, however, necessitates either connecting v." with 

v.18, as in WH., or assuming an anacoluthon at the beginning of v.••, 
as in RV. The recurrence in v. 20 of the expression 'lta:peiva:t 'ltpoc; uµac;, 

used also in v. 18, implies a close connection between these vv. and 
makes it improbable that v.19 begins a new line of thought, which is 
broken off at v.••. The punctuation of WH. is therefore more prob­
ably correct than that of RV. 

The figure of speech involved in wa!-, though startling to modem 
ears, is unambiguously clear. The precise form of the thought ex­

pressed in µoP<p<,.>8jj is less certain. There are three possibilities: (a) In 
themselves the words not unnaturally suggest a reversal of the preced­

ing figure, those who were just spoken of as babes in the womb, now 

being pictured as pregnant mothers, awaiting the full development of 
the Christ begotten in them. Such abrupt change of figure is not 

uncharacteristic of the apostle. In Rom. 7•, illustrating the relation 
of the believer to the law and to Christ by remarriage, following death, 

he makes the deceased one remarry, sacrificing illustration to the thing 

illustrated. In I Thes. 2 1, if, as is probable, the true text is vij'll:101, 

the apostle in the same sentence calls himself a child, and a mother, 
and a nurse, each term expressing a part of his thought, and in v. 11 

compares himself to a father. Nor is it a serious objection to this view 

of the present passage that the apostle has not elsewhere employed the 
figure of Christ being begotten in the believers. It would be easy to 

give examples of figures of speech employed by him but once, as, e. g., 



IV, 19 249 

in this very verse the comparison of himself to a mother in birth pangs. 
Nor does he shrink from the employment of equally bold figures taken 
from the same general sphere. See Rom. 7•, where he speaks of the 
believer as married to Christ and as bringing forth fruit (children) to 

God, and 1 Cor. 411 and Phm. ••, where he speaks of himself as the be­
getting father of his converts. The word [J.o~6n (occurring nowhere 

else in Lxx or N. T.) is more consonant with this view than with any 

other. CJ. the use of the synonyms 'JCAa:aaw in Jer. 1•, 'ltp!i 1:ou 11.e 

'ltMaci:t aa ev :K.01)..lq:, Rom. 9'° 1 Tim. 211. The only weighty objection 

to this understanding of the figure is that it is not in itself strikingly 
appropriate for the spiritual fact to which the apostle evidently refers, 

and that when elsewhere Paul speaks of Christ in the believer {chap. 2•• 
Col. 1" et freq.) the language conveys no suggestion of pregnancy, but 

in less materialistic fashion denotes the indwelling presence of Christ. 
Yet over against this objection is to be set the fact that this passage 

contains, what all the others lack, the word [J.o~6n, suggesting if not 
requiring the view that here the thought of the apostle takes on a. 

different form from that which it has elsewhere. (b) It is perhaps 
not impossible that without reversal of figure the apostle thinks of his 
birth pangs a.5 continuing till the child in the womb takes on the form 

of the begetting father, who is now thought of as being not Paul but 
Christ. The choice of [J.o~6n Xp1a-.!i,; av u[J.tv rather than, e. g., u[J.ltc; 

!v l>[J.otw[J.(X't"t Xp1a-.ou [J.opq,w6ij-.e might in this case be due to the 

influence of the apostle's favourite form of thought expressed in the 

formula Xp1a-.!i,; .Iv u[J.tv or the like. (c) The figure suggested by 

w!!vw may be dropped altogether, IUXP.t<; oo [J.opq,w6ji referring figura­
tively, of course, but without specific thought of the birth process, to 

that spiritual process, the full achievement of which is elsewhere ex­

pressed by Xp1a-.oc; ev u[J.tv and like phrases. Of these three concep­
tions of the apostle's figure of speech the first seems somewhat the 

most probable; yet there is no perfectly decisive evidence for either 
as against the others. The spiritual fact for which the figure stands 

is substantially.the same in any case. The reactionary step which 
the Galatians are in danger of taking, forces upon the apostle the pain­

ful repetition of that process by which he first brought them into the 
world of faith in Christ, and his pain, he declares, must continue till 
they have really entered into vital fellowship with Christ. 

Against the strong external evidence for 1:favci:, N*BD*FG Elis., 

there is no clearly pre-Syrian witness for n:K.v!o: except Clem. Alex.; 

For N°ACD1; •' •KLP al. pier. are predominantly Syrian. But combined 

with Clem. they probably mark the reading as of Alexandrian origin. 
The adoption of n:K.v!o: by WH. txt. (mg. -.i!x.vci:) is a departure from 

their usual practice (cf. WH. II p. 342), for which there seems no 

sufficient warrant in the evidence. 
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20. 118EMP ae 11"apEtPat 11"p~ vµar; lJ,pn, Kal &-x:~.d~at 'r~P 

<pWP~P µ,ov, i5Tt a11"opovµat ev vµ'iv. "But I could wish to be 

present with you now, and to change my tone; because I am 

in perplexity in reference to you." Moved by his deep sense 

of the unhappy situation in Galatia (v.11
), stirred by his strong 

affection for the Galatians (v.19
) and in doubt as to what the out­

come might be (iJn a1ropovµat ev vµ'iv), the apostle regrets for 

the moment the strong language which he had used when he 

told them the truth, and so gave occasion for its being subse­
quently said that he had become their enemy (v.16), and ex­

presses the fervent wish, evidently regarded as impossible to 

be carried out, that he were even now (apn) with them and 

could speak in a different tone from that which he had used on 

that other occasion. For an entirely similar instance of strong 

language subsequently for a time regretted, see 2 Cor. 78
, and 

for the letter to which he there refers, 2 Cor., chaps. u-13. 

On i;8EAov, cf. BMT 33; Rob. 885 f. The wish is evidently regarded 
as impracticable, though not distinctly characterised as such by the 
language. ~p-ct with more sharply defined reference to the present 

moment than vuv means "at this very moment." The clause 5'tt 

••• ev 6(.1.tY ·suggests for d:)..)..a:~<Xt rliv (f(o)v-/iY (.I.Ou the meaning "to 

change my tone according to the situation." But the absence of a 
limiting phrase suclr as l<.<X't' <X'll<X'Yl<.<Xto11 is against this and necessitates 

understanding it to mean, "to modify my tone," i. e., to adopt a dif­

ferent one; yet certainly not different from the immediately preceding 

language of strong affection: to express this wish would be unaccount­

ably harsh. The reference can only be to a tone different from that, 

doubtless less considerate, manner of speech whiclr he had used when 

he told them the truth (v."; cf. note on that v. and reference to 1•). 

l!'tt &:-itopou(J.<Xt, giving the reason for ij8c)..ov, etc., probably has chief refer­

ence to -it<Xpet'll<Xt 1tpbc;; b(J.(ic;;; because of his perplexity about them, 

he wishes he were even now present with them. at is slightly adver­

sative. Though justifying his attitude towards the Galatians when 

he was present with them as having been ev :ii;<XNj> (v. 18), he yet 
wishes that he could now speak in a different tone. ,hopou(J.<Xt is middle 

(the middle and passive forms are thus used with nearly the same 

meaning as the active in Dem. 83o", etc.; Sir. 187 Lk. 24• Jn. 13n Acts 

25 ... 2 Cor. 4•). iv bµ,v means "in respect to you," as in 2 Cor. 711• 
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10. A supplementary argument based on an allegorical 

use of the story of the two sons of Abraham, and 

intended to induce the Galatians to see that they 

. are joining the wrong branch of the family (421
-
31

). 

Before leaving the subject of the seed of Abraham it occurs 
to the apostle, apparently as an after-thought, that he might 

make his thought clearer and more persuasive by an allegorical 

interpretation of the story of Abraham and his two sons, Ish­

mael and Isaac, the one born in course of nature only, the other 
in fulfilment of divine promise. The two mothers he interprets 

as representing the two covenants, that of law and that of 

promise, and the two communities, that of the lineal descen­

dants of Abraham, and that of those who walked in the footsteps 

of his faith. In the antagonism between the two sons, or their 

descendants, he finds a parallel to the persecution to which the 

Gentile Christians have been subjected at the hands of the 
Jewish Christians, and cites ·scripture to show that the former 

are rejected of God. The argument is in effect this: Would 

you be, as the judaisers have been exhorting you to be, sons 

of Abraham? Be so, but observe that of the Abrahamic family 

there are two branches, the slave and the free. We, brethren, 

whose relation to Abraham is spiritual, not physical, we are the 

sons not of the slave, but of the free. 
21 Tell me, ye that wish to be under law, do ye not hear the law? 

22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the maid 

servant, and one by the freewoman. 23But the son of the maid 

servant was born according to the flesh; the son of the freewoman 

through ,p,romise. 24Which things. are allegorical utterances. For 

these women are two covenants, one proceeding from Mount Sinai, 

bringing forth children unto bondage, which is Hagar 25(now 

Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia) and corresponds to the Jerusa­

lem that now is. For she is in bondage with her children. 26But 

the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. 27For it is writ­

ten, Rejoice thou barren woman that bearest not, break forth and 

shout, thou that travailest not. For more are the children of the 

desolate than of her that hath the husband. 28A nd ye, brethren, like 

Isaac, are children of promise. 29But as then he that was born 



GALATIANS 

according to the flesh persecuted him that was born according to 

the Spirit, so also now. 80But what saith the scripture? Cast out 

the maid servant and her son. For the son of the maid servant 

shall not inherit with the son of the freewoman. 81Therefore, 

brethren, we are children, not of a maid servant, but of the free­

woman. 
21. Ae-yed µo,, ol inro vdµov 0e'>.DPT~ elva,, TOP vdµov OVK 

aKoveTe; "Tell me, ye that wish to be under law, do ye not hear 

the law?" The abrupt beginning reflects excited feeling, and is 

calculated to arrest attention. CJ. chap. 32 : Tovro µdvov 01>..w 

µa0liv lup' vµwv. It had apparently only just occurred to the 

apostle that he might reach his readers by such an argument as 
that which follows. The address ot inro POµoP 0eNJPT~ Elva, 

implies, as is indicated throughout the letter, that the Galatians 
have not adopted, but are on the point of adopting, the legalis­

tic principle and practices. CJ. r 6 33 411 • 17• The Galatians are 
not V'TrO PoµoP but V'lrO vdµov Oe'>.DPT~ Elva,. V'lrO Poµov evi­

dently has the same meaning as in 323, v.4, and in Rom. 614 • 
16

; 

the word vdµo~ thus bearing the same sense which it has con­

stantly in this and the preceding chapter, divine law viewed by 
itself as a legalistic system. See note on 313 and detached note 
on Ndµo~, V 2, c. On the other hand, TOP Poµov in itself 

probably refers, as is indicated by 422, etc., to the 0. T. scrip­
tures (detached note, V 3), which, they had been taught, con­

tained that legalistic system which they were urged to accept. 
22. ,ye-ypa1rTaL ,yap <In 'A{3paaµ ovo vlow elTXEP, lva EK 

Tfj~ 1ra,ot1TK1J~ Kal lva EK Tfjs eAEv8epas· "For it is written that 

Abraham had two sons, one by the maid servant, and one by 

the freewoman." See Gen., chaps. r6, r7. 1radU1TK1J, properly 

referring to a young woman, and denoting age, not status, be­

came among the Greeks a term for a female slave (see L. & S.) 

and is frequently so used in the Lxx. 
23. aX)1.' 0 µev EK Tfjs 1ra,ot1TK1JS KaTa ITdpKa 'YE"fePP1JTaL, 0 

oe EK Tfjs eAev8epas o,' E7ra"("(E"'A.(as. "But the son of the 

maid servant was born according to the flesh; the son of the 
freewoman through promise." KaTa 1TdpKa, "by natural gen­

eration," in the ordinary course of nature (cf. Rom. r3 95 and 
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detached note on IIvEvµa and '!.dpt p. 492, 3 (a) under udp~), 

and 5,' e1ra-y-yE'A.{as, "through promise," are antithetical, not by 

mutual exclusion, but in the fact that, though Isaac was begot­
ten and born Ka.Ta udpKa, his birth was also 5,' bra-y-yEX{as, and 

was significant because of this, while the birth of Ishmael was 
simply Ka'Ta <1dpKa. On the hra-y-yE).,{,a here referred to, see 

Gen. 15' 17n, and cf. chap. 318• The perfect -yE-ye111171Ta, is used 

in preference to the aorist e-yEvfJ071, because the writer is think­

ing not simply of the historical fact but of the existing result 

of that fact, in the race of Ishmael's descendants and especially 
(for 'YE'YbV71Ta.i belongs in thought to both members of the 

sentence) in Isaac's descendants. 

WH. bracket 11£", omitted by B f Vg. Tert. Hil. Hier. Yet the 
concurrent omission of such a word by one Grk. ms. and a small group 

of Latin authorities seems to raise no serious question of its belonging 

to the text. Between a,• s1ta:-yye),.£ac; (NAC 33, 442 al.) and a,di -t'iJc; 

i=ne)..!a:c; (BDFGKLP al. pler. Or.) it is impossible to choose with 

confidence. Both readings are supported by good pre-Syrian groups. 

But the probability that Paul would have opposed to lta:-ta: a&:pita: a 
qualitative a,• e1ta:yye),.£a:c; rather than used the article in referring to 

a promise not previously mentioned seems to tum the scale in favour 

of a,• s1t. 

24. linvd e<1nv a"'J\"'J\71-yopovµEva· "Which things are allegori­

cal utterances." The present tense of the participle, the mean­

ing of the verb as established by usage, and the facts respecting 
current views, combine to make the above the only tenable 

translation, the participle being interpreted as an adjective 

participle used substantively in the predicate. BMT 432. 

The assertion pertains not to the original sense of the passage, 

what the writer meant when he wrote it, nor to the current or 

proper interpretation of the words, but to the character of the 

utterances as they stand in the scripture. Substantially the 

same thought might have been expressed by d.nva. 17 -ypacf>~ 

a'A.X71-yopE1, in the sense, "which things the scripture says 

allegorically," the scripture being conceived of apart from the 

author of. the scripture and as now speaking. 
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The verb &i,.')..,ryopfo, a late Greek word not found in the Lxx, and 

here only in N. T., occurs first in Strabo I. 2 7, though &X,,:riyoploc 

occurs as early as Demosthenes. Classical .writers used 01!11ln-01J.<Xt, 

in the sense, "to speak in riddles" (cf. Jos. Ant. Proem. 24 (4), where 

ocMn-oµac and &:')..),:riyopew occur together), and b1t6votoc of an under­

lying figurative or allegorical meaning: Xen. Symp. 3•; Plato. Rep. 

378 D; cf. Philo, Vita contempt. 28 (3). The meanings of ,H.i,.1iropfo 

are as follows: 
I. To speak allegorically, to utter something which has another 

meaning than that of the words taken literally-the object of the 

verb or subject in the passive being the words uttered: Philo, Leg. 

alleg. II 5 (2): &:).).d: xcxl 't<XU't<X q,uatY.wc; &n1Jyopd. Mut. nom. 67 (9); 

Jos. Ant. Proem. 24 (4); Clem. Alex. Paed. I 45 (chap. vi); Porphyr. 

Antr. Nymph. 4. In the passive, to be spoken allegorically: Porphyr. 

Vita Pythag. 12; Origen, Cels. 438 : 'Ha16alj) a!p1jµ£VOC ev µ66ou Oi(TJIJ.(X'tt 

'ltepl 'tT)<; ;uvoctxoc; &;).').. 'lliOflel'toct. Philo, Vita contempl. 29 (3 b) 1eond: 

ILV1JIJ.eloc 'tT)<; ev 'to!c; if).).1J1opouµc!vot<; !1l£<X<; ii1tc!t..t1tov. Execrat. 159 (7) 

2. To speak of allegorically, the object being not the words uttered 

or the thing actually mentioned, but that to which there is underlying 

reference. Philo, Leg. alleg. II 10 (4); Plut. Es. earn. Orat. I. 7•. 

In the passive, Philo, Cherub. 25 (8): '<« µh 1lTJ xepou~lµ xoc8' lvoc 

't(l61tov oll'twc; if).).'ll1ope!'t<Xt. Clem. Paed. I 47 (chap. vi): ou'twc; 

'ltOAAOCi(W<; «AA1)1ope!'t<Xt o ).6yoc;. Paed. I 46 (chap. vi). With a 

double object, to call (a thing something) allegorically: Clem. Paed. I 

43 (chap. vi): a&px<X iiµ!v 'to 'ltVEUµ<X 'to cl!;1ov O:AA'ljyops!. In the pas­

sive, Clem. Paed. II 62 (chap. viii): ol ••• ii'lt6a"tot..ot ••• '1t61lec; 

«AA1JTO(lo0V't<Xt xuplou. Paed. I 47 (chap. vi) bis. 

3. To interpret allegorically, i. e., to draw out the spiritual meaning 

supposed to underlie the words in their literal sense: Philo, Leg. alleg. 

III 238. (85): Tvoc ••• &;).).'llTofliic;-"'ltotE!v d: lfpy<X <Xu-tou." Origen, 

Cels. 1 17 : QC!'tt<Z't<Xt 'tOO<; 'tPO'ltOAOTOUV't<X<; X<Xl aAA1JYO(lOUV't<Xc; <X~V. Philo, 

Vita contempt. 28 (3 a); Origen, Com. in Joan. 2010• Cels. 1 11; 4°; 

4"; 7"; 8". 
For O:AA1J1opl<X in the sense "an allegory," "a thing to be understood 

allegorically," see Philo, Leg. alteg. III 236 (84). 

The second of these meanings of the verb is excluded for the present 

passage by the fact that cl!'ttvoc evidently refers either to the persons and 

events just named or to the statements concerning them, not to their 

spiritual significates, which have not yet been named; whereas this 

meaning occurs only in reference to the spiritual significates. If, then, 

we take into consideration the two remaining and for this passage 

only possible significations and the possible usages of the present 

participle in predicate, there result the following possible interpre­

tations of ea'ttV &;).).., those that are too improbable to deserve con-
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mderation being ignored: (1) ia't1Y a:nmopouµsva: may be, so far as 
wage is concerned, a periphrastic present of customary action, and 

mean (a) "are wont to be spoken allegorically"; but this is excluded 

by the fact that the subject refers to statements taken for substance 
from scripture, of which it might be said that they were spoken alle­

gorically, but not that they are wont to be so spoken; or (b) "are wont 
to be interpreted allegorically"; but this is excluded by the context, 

for with this meaning the following clause introduced by ya:p must be 

understood as containing the interpretation thus referred to; but this 

interpretation was certainly not the current Jewish one, and it is very 
improbable that a current Christian interpretation had yet sprung up, 
or, even if it had, that it would be such as that which follows; this is 

adapted to express and sustain Paul's own conception of things, and 

must be ascribed to him rather than supposed to be borrowed by him 
from a current view. The tempting modification of this, "are to be 

interpreted allegorically," would give excellent sense, but is not sus­
tained by Greek usage, which would have required cl).).'IJ'YOP1)dix; cf. 

Origen, Lam. Jer. 1 10• Such cases as Acts 1517 21• 2 Pet. 311 are only 
apparently vouchers for such a use of the participle, since, though they 
may be translated into English by "to be," etc., they really denote 

not propriety, but impending futurity. To the same effect is the in­

terpretation of Mey. Sief., "which things have an allegorical sense"; 
which is sustained neither by any recognised force of the participle 

nor by specific instances of such a meaning of the passive of this verb. 
(2) !auv cl).).?J'Yopouµsvix may be supposed to be a periphrastic present 

indicative, meaning "are spoken allegorically," equivalent to -lj ypixip-lj 

<XAA?J')'oper, the utterance being thought of as present because made 

by the ever-present scripture. Cf. Rom. 4•: -rl yd:p -lj ypixip-lj "''Y!'i 
Rom. 10•; v.•• below, et freq., and in the passive, Heb. 711, iip' llv yd:p 

)..eye-rcxt -rcxii-rix. But for this idea a periphrastic present would scarcely 

be used, the expression being, indeed, approximately "aoristic," neither 

progression nor customariness being distinctly suggested. (3) The 
participle may be a present participle for the imperfect, referring 

to an action, strictly speaking, antecedent in time to that of the prin­
cipal verb (BMT 127; Mt. 2••, etc.). But the pres. part. is apparently 

never used in this way when the fact referred to belongs definitely to 
time distinctly past in reference to the principal verb, as must be the 

case here if the utterance is thought of as past at all. (4) It may be a 

general present participle equivalent to a noun, and meaning "alle­

gorical utterances" (BMT 123, 432 (a); MGNTG. p. 127); cf. Jn. 

12•, -rd: ~ix).).6µ.avcx "the deposits"; Rom. Io" I Cor. 15" 1 Thes. 212 

s" 2 Thes. 1• Gal. 5•, ?t!pt-reµ.voµsvoc;, "one who receives circum­

cision"; 6•· "Eph. 4" Rom. n" I Thes. 1 10, Ii /,u6µsvoc;, "the deliverer"; 

Philo, Leg. alleg. in 239 (85), Yvcx -rb ).q6µ.evov ••• yeY'l)"to:t. It is 



GALATIANS 

true that N. T. furnishes no example of a present participle applied in 
just this way to utterances of scripture, such utterances, when desig­
nated by a participle used substantively, being always elsewhere ex­

pressed by a perfect participle ('to e!p11.uvov: Lk. 2 24 Acts 211 13•• 

Rom. 4"; 'to yeypoqLiJ.EYov: Acts 13" 2414 2 Cor. 4" Gal. 310 Rev. 11
) or 

by an aorist participle ('to />116ev: Mt. 122 and ten other passages in 

Mt.). Yet in view of the frequent occurrence of the present participle 

of other verbs with substantive force (see exx. above) and of such 
expressions as ii ypor.q,-IJ )..eyet (Rom. 4•, etc.), Mye'tcu 't<XU'ta: (Heh. 711 ; 

sc. iv ypa:qijj), and ii y~a:qiiJ ii )..eyouaa: (Jas. 223), and the apparent use of 
(i)..)..11yopou1J.€YO: with substantive force, meaning "allegorical say­

ings," in Philo, Vita contempl. 29 (3 b) cited above, such a use here is 
not improbable, and, though grammatically more difficult than inter­
pretation ( 1), must because of the contextual difficulties of the former 

be preferred to it. It is substantially identical with (2), but gram­

matically more defensible; and is in substance the interpretation of the 
ancient versions and of the Greek interpreters. See Zahn, ad loc. 

The apostle is then speaking not of what the passage meant as uttered 

by the original writer, but of the meaning conveyed by the passage as 
it stands. In common with Philo before him, and the author of the 

Epistle to the Hebrews and Origen after him, he conceived of the 
scriptures as speaking in his own day; and since Paul elsewhere in 

this epistle and in Romans speaks without qualification of Abraham 
as a historical character, it is apparent that in this passage at least 

he ascribes to the scripture as now speaking a meaning distinct from 
that which it bore as originally written, regarding the latter as repre­

senting historic truth,* the latter as conveying spiritual truth. The 
only question can be whether in this case he regarded the spiritual 

truth as really conveyed and vouched for by scripture, or only for the 

purposes of appeal to the Galatians adopted a current method of using 

scripture. The unusualness of this method of argument on his part 

perhaps favours the latter view; but the absence of anything in the 
language of this passage (e. g., l(.O:'t' &v6pw1tov )..eyw) to indicate that he 

is speaking otherwise than in accordance with his own convictions, 

together with such other instances as 1 Cor. 9• •• 10•, favours the former. 

• AgaiDst the strong evidence that Paul ascribed historicity to the 0. T. narratives, includ­
ing those here referred to, the word m>v\>Jyopov,.o .. can not be cited as valid evidence to the 
contrary. For though the word may often be used when the statements literally understood 
are regarded as not historically true. yet this i~ not involved in the meaning of the word. 
CJ.•· f., Origen. Cels. 4", where Origen, going beyond Paul and saying that the statements 
as originally uttered were allegorically spoken (~u,,yop11Ta.<), yet implies also their historicity 
in their literal sense. Pbilo, also, though he often rejects the literal meaning as absurd and 
false (Somn. I 102 [17 D, yet in other instances clearly accepts as historically true in their 
literal sense passages which he also interprets allegorically. (M1'1. nom. 81 [12]). CJ. Bous. 
Rll. tl. Jutlenl.•, p. 185, "Er [dertiefere, allegorische Sinn] tritt neben den andern (den Sinn 
des Wortlautsl, nur in den selteneren Fallen hebt er ihn auf." 
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It is doubtful whether any stress can be laid on the fact that Paul 
uses the compound relative cn1va rather than the simple a. The 

generic force of cktva, "which as other like things" (cf. Th. s. v. 2; 

MGNTG. p. 91 ff.; Ell. ad loc.) is appropriate enough in this place, con­
veying the thought that the predicate aAA'l)yopouµewt: applies not sim­

ply to the passage or events just mentioned, but to others of like char­

acter in 0. T. But the use of the relatives in the Pauline letters seems 
to indicate both a preference for the longer form in the nom. plur. and 

an ignoring of the distinction between these and the shorter forms. 

Thus o!•nvec; occurs in Rom. 1"• ,. 2" 6• 9• n• 16•· '1 Car. 311 2 Car. 810 

Gal. 2• 5• Eph. 411 Col. 411 2 Tim. 2•• 11 Tit. 1", while oY occurs in Rom. 

161 only; cxY•mec; occurs in Phil. 41 1 Tim. 1• 6•, with no in~tance of ex!; 

cntvcx occurs, besides the present passage, in Gal. s" Phil. 3' Col. 2 11 ; 

the only certain instance of & in nom. is Col. 2"; in 1 Car. 4• and Tit. 2 1 

it was probably felt to be accus.; in Col. 2 17 the reading is uncertain; 

in Eph. 5• it is possibly an accus., but more probably a nom. If, then, 
the three cases of & in the nom. (probably or certainly such), viz. 

Col. 211, •• Tit. 21, be compared with the instances of cn1wt:, it will be im­
possible to discover any difference in the relation of the relative clause 

to the antecedent that will account for the use of cntvcx in one group 
and & in the other. This is especially clear in Col. 2"• ",whereof suc­

cessive clauses in entirely similar relation to what precedes the former 
uses & and the latter cktvcx. There is even less reason for ascribing to 

~1c; in vv."•" any force different from that of the shnple relative 
than in the case of &nvcx here; for not only is it difficult to discover 

any of the logical relations sometimes intimated by the use of the 
compound relative, but Paul's uniform ·employment of i\-ctc; for the 
fem. sing. nom. forbids any argument based on bis use of it here in 

preference to i\. 

aiTaL -ydp etow ovo o,a0~KaL, µ(a µe11 a'lro lJpovs l:,11d, "For 

these women are two covenants, one proceeding from Mount 

Sinai." With these words the apostle proceeds to give the alle­
gorical interpretation of the persons and events referred to in 

vv. 22, 23, i. e., to point out what they mean when they are taken 

as allegorical utterances. From this point of view ete1{11 is to 

be interpreted as meaning in effect "represent," "stand for." 

CJ. Mt. 1338 Mk. 1424
; Philo, Cherub. 23 (7): -yl11ETa, ov11 To 

' ., A R' • •t , ( ,I.. I ) 0 !, 0A µell eTEpOII TWP XEpov,-,iµ 'f/ e,;;WTaTu> e1.,,a,pe. • n ota 7JKaL, 

here meaning "covenants," not "testaments," see detached 

note on A,a0~K1J, p. 496. Of the two covenants here referred to, 
the first only is named, the phrase µla ••• 'I-,vd identifying it 
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as the covenant involved in the giving of the law, a familiar 

idea, as is shown by Heh. 89 (quoting Jer. 3132
) 94 2 Cor. 36

• H 

Sir. 2423 Ps. Sol. 105
• The bepa o,a017K1J implied in ovo o,a0ij­

KaL and µta is left unnamed, but is- evidently that of 

which faith. is the basal principle and which is referred to in 

31t 17 as a covenant in contrast with the law, which is not there 

designated as a covenant. 
Eis oov'A.dav "(EVVw<J'a, "bringing forth children unto bond­

age," i. e., bearing children destined to be slaves. The par­

ticiple is adjective in force and timeless (BMT 123, 420). Ap­
plied to Hagar the phrase designates her as one who, being a 

slave woman, bears children who share her status of slavery. 

As applied to the Sinai covenant it refers to the fact that they 

who came under this covenant were in the position of slaves as 

being in bondage to the law. CJ. 41• The form of the expres­

sion, "(Evvw<J'a, etc., is, of course, determined by the fact lit­

erally taken; there is nothing in the spiritual experience exactly 

corresponding to the child-bearing. 

It is assumed in 0. T. that in general the offspring of a man's slaves 

were also his slaves. See Gen. 14" 1712- "· The status of the children 
which a slave concubine bore to her master is not definitely defined. 

The Genesis story of Hagar and Ishmael indicates that the slave mother 
remained a slave at least in cases in which she had been a slave before 

becoming her master's concubine, and that her son was not ipso facto 

the heir of his father (Gen. 21 1•), but suggests that the status of the 

son was at the option of the father. 

ijns e<J'Ti,v "A-yap, "which is Hagar." The clause is best 

taken as identifying. On the force of ijns, see above on &nva 

and on that of e<J'Ttv, see Ei<J'{v, above. This clause simply 

states that of the two women named above, Hagar represents 

in the allegory the covenant that proceeded from Sinai. 
25. TO oe"A-yap l':,va lJpos e<J'Tlv ev T,jj 'Apa{3tq,, "Now Hagar is 

Mount Sinai in Arabia." It is not the woman Hagar (1/ "A-yap) 

of whom the statement is made, either as a historical person or 

as a character in the narrative to which he is giving an allegori­

cal interpretation, but either the word, in which case e<J'Ttv 

affirms the equivalence of the two expressions "A-yap and l':,va 



lJpos (note the neuter article; cf. W. XVIII 3; Rob. 766), or, 
by association of l',pos after ~ivd with both" A-yap and ~ivd, the 

mountain (cf. WH. vol. II, ad loc., citing as parallel cases 

Rom. 2 2811
• 329

). The clause accordingly implies that Mount 
Sinai was sometimes, directly or by implication, called Hagar 

or something sufficiently similar in sound to be so represented 

in Greek. Whether the statement is from the apostle or, as is 

on the whole more probable, a gloss from the hand of a scribe 
(see below, in discussion of the text), its intent is to confirm the 

previously affirmed identification of Hagar with the .covenant 

proceeding from Sinai. Such a double name of the mountain 

has from the historical point of view no real value, of course, 
as proving a relation between Hagar and the Mount Sinai cov­

enant; still less as proving that the favour of God rests on 

the spiritual followers of Abraham's faith rather than on his 

physical descendants. But the statement is consonant with the 
allegorical method of interpretation which the whole paragraph 

illustrates. If it is a gloss, it is by that fact a parenthesis, and 
is probably so in any case. The use of oe (rather than "'(dp) is 

probably due to the fact that as a parenthesis it is felt to be 
additional and incidental rather than a part of the main argu­

ment. CJ. Th. s. v. 6, and, as illustrating the approximation 
of oe and -ydp in meaning which led to their interchange, see 1 11 • 

. The following are the readings of the first clause attested by ancient 

evidence: 

(a),,1:0 yap I:tvd: !!po,; la-tlv: ~CFG 33 (but 33* app. 1:b lli) f g Vg. 

Aril. Aeth. Orig. (both Lat. tr. and Gr. as testified by Athan.; see 

Zahn, p. 296, citing Goltz.). Sah. reads: quae vero mons Sina est. 

Goth. omits y<l:p. It is important to note, however, that ~ adds !Iv, 

reading: '<o yap I:tva !lpo,; ia-ttv llv iv '<ii 'Apa~lq:, "For Sinai is a 

mountain, being in Arabia." But since without "Ayap there would 

be no occasion to insert !!v, the probability is that v A yap has fallen 

out, and that the testimony of ~ is really in favour of the presence of 

"Ayap in the text. (b) 'tO yap "Ayap I:tva llpo<; £G't(Y: KLP 33** 

al. pler. Syr. (psh. et hard. txt.) Arm. Chrys. Theod. Mops. Thdrt. 

Thphyl. (c) 'to yap "Ayap ll?oc; la1:lv: d. (d) 1:0 lie "A1otp I:tva llpoc; 

ia-t!v: ABD 31,442,436, 40 lect. Syr. (hard. iii(.). Boh.: "A yap lie ~tv&c 

etc., some mss. omitting lie. 
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Of these readings both the character of the witnesses to (b) and its 
apparently conflate character indicate that it is derivative; (c) is too 

slightly attested to be considered. Modern editors are divided be­

tween (a) and (d), Westcott, Ltft., Zahn adopting (a), Hort, Ws. 

Sief. (d). The latter seems, on the whole, best supported. If the 

presence of 5v in ~ in effect makes that ms. a witness not against but 
for a text containing vAya.p (d. Sief. ad loc.), the external evidence is 

distinctly more favourable to (d) than to (a); and transcriptional prob­

ability is likewise in favour of (d), since whether through the accidental 
omission of ~EA, or through a feeling of the difficulty of this reading, 

(d) is easily susceptible of modification into (a) while there is nothing 
in the form or meaning of (a) to make its conversion into (d) likely. 

The difficulty of interpretation, especially the absence of definite 

evidence of any usage that would account for the identification of 
Hagar and Sinai, either as names or places suggests the possibility of 

an interpolation at this point. Bentley (Letter to Mill, p. 45; accord­
ing to Ellis, Bentleii Crit. Sac., he afterwards changed his mind and 
adopted reading (a)) suggested that the words :Ernx 15po~ ia"tlv ev -rjj 
• A,>a.~li were a marginal gloss afterwards introduced into the text; 

and Holsten, Das Evangelium des Paulus, I. 1, p. 171, et al., conjecture 

that the whole sentence -ro as • . . 'Apa.~li is an interpolation. CJ. 
Clemen, Einheitlichkeit der Paulinischen Briefe, pp. n8 f. 

Either of these conjectural emendations would remove the obscurity 
of the passage as representing the thought of Paul, and transfer the 

words to another writer who would perhaps feel no necessity for a 
better basis for this additional piece of allegorising than his own imagi­
nation, or who may have heard Mount Sinai called vAya.p or the like. 

Of the two suggestions that of Holsten is the simpler and more prob­

able, and, in view of the process by which the Pauline epistles were 

collected and transmitted, not in itself improbable. See notes on 311h 

and 3"· 
Precisely what the fact was of which the apostle thus avails himself 

(if he wrote the sentence) we do not with certainty know. It may 

have been that he was aware that the Arabians or certain tribes of them 

were called sons of Hagar (D'i~~, 'Ana.p'l)Yo!, Ps. 83 7; IJ'tl'if'.', 'Aya.p'l)vol, 

I Chron. 511, cf. Ltft. ad loc.). Or he may have had in mind that there 

is an Arabic word, l,lagar, which may be reproduced in Hebrew as 
,m and signifies "cliff, rock"; it is possible that the word may have 

been applied by the Arabs to that particular mountain which in Paul's 

day was regarded as the scene of the giving of the law. To this it is 
no serious objection that the name of the mountain was on this theory 
,.,n, while that of the woman was ,Jn, for scientific exactness 

in such a matter is not to be expected of an ancient writer. In the 
absence of definite evidence, however, that the word •Aya.p, or anything 



closely resembling it, was applied to a mountain also known as :Et~, all 
such suggestions must remain conjectures only. See Ltft., detached 
note, pp. 197 ff. This fact has influenced Ltft. Wies. Zahn, et al., to 
adopt the otherwise inferiorly attested reading 'to rcl:? :Etvd: llpo,; a1nlY 

iv 'tjj 'Apcx~!qc, interpreting it, however, variously. Ltft. translates: 

"For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia," i. e., in the land of bondsmen 
themselves descended from Hagar, and finds in this statement a con­

firmation not of -1\'tt<; ta'tlv "A rcx?, but of el,; llo11Adcxv revYCi>acx. Zahn 
interprets "For Mount Sinai is in Arabia," i. e., not in the promised 

land, the possession of which is the central element of the divine prom­

ise; from which it follows that the Sinai covenant does not involve the 

fulfilment of the promise, but, on the contrary, the enslavement of 

those to whom it is given. Both interpretations perhaps involve Paul's 

assuming a knowledge on the part of the Galatians hardly likely to be 
possessed by them; but the decisive reasons are against the text rather 

than against the interpretation. See textual note. Ell. and Sief. 
reading 'to Ila • A rcxp understand the words ev 'tjj • Apcx~!qc as defining not 

the location of Mount Sinai, but the region in which the name Hagar 

is applied to Sinai. This would be entirely possible if, instead of 

aa't!v, Paul had written =Ae'E'tcxt (with the necessary change in the 

order of the words preceding llpo<;), but of such a geographical expres­

sion used in this sense in such a sentence as this no example is cited. 

<TVV<TTOLXEL oe Tfj vvv 'lepov<1a}..17µ, "and corresponds to the 

Jerusalem that now is." Best understood as continuing ~ns 
ecrrtv "A-yap after the parenthetical v-o oe "A-yap ••• 'Apa{3(q,. 

Yet the logical subject of <1vv<1ro,xe'i is rather "A"(ap than -f,ns 

( = µ(a o,a017K1J), as 0011>.e61:, "(ap indicates. The words con­

tinue the allegorical explanation of the 0. T. passage, point by 

point. "The Jerusalem that now is" is manifestly used by 

metonymy for that Judaism of which Jerusalem was the centre. 

The military use of a11'1111'to1xe'Ev, "to stand in the same file" (Polyb. 

10. 23 (21) 7) suggests that the two terms r<:ferred to are in the same 

column, on the same side of the parallelism. Thus Ltft., who repre­

sents the thought thus: 

Hagar, the bond woman. 
Ishmael, the child after the flesh. 

The old covenant. 

The earthly Jerusalem. 

Sarah, the freewoman. 

Isaac, the child of promise, 
The new covenant. 

The heavenly Jerusalem. 

But the language of the apostle (note the use of the singular number 
and the term-by-term parallelism) indicates that he is not simply put-
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ting things into two columns, one containing all that falls on the side 
of the bond and the other all that belongs to the free, but is pointing 
out the equivalents of the several elements of the narrative allegori­

cally treated. If, then, it is necessary to take the word in the precise 
sense suggested by Polybius, the following would seem to be the dia­

gram that would represent the thought, the items 1, 2, 3, 4, at the 
head of the several columns representing the four elements of the nar­
rative on which the apostle puts an allegorical interpretation, and the 

items below each of these representing the things for which they stand. 

00 W W W 

Hagar, the bond Ishmael, born after Sarah, the freewo- Isaac, born accordinc 

woman, bearing the flesh, born unto man (bearing free to promise, 

children unto bond• bondage. children). 

age. 
(a) (a) 

The covenant from The new covenant. 

Sinai. 

(b) (b) 

The Jerusalem that The children of J em• Jerusalem that is The clu1dren of J em• 

now is. salem in bondage above. salem above, ac-

to legalism. cording to promise, 

free. 

Yet it is doubtful whether our interpretation should be so strictly 
governed by the Polybius passage (which is itself not perfectly clear, 
and to which no parallel has been cited). The use of the verb in 

Musonius (cf. L. & S.) in a less technical sense, and the use of aua"tca:x,la: 

in Aristotle (M etaph. 1. 5, 6 (986a23), et al.,) to denote the relation of the 

members of a correlative pair, such as "odd and even," "right and 
left," suggests that Paul here meant simply "is correlative to," "in 

the parallelism between narrative and its allegorical significance is the 
corresponding term." The statement of Sief. that this sense would 

require <iv,;1a"to1:x,er is true only in the sense that if the apostle had 

had in mind two columns in one of which stood the terms of the narra­

tive itself and in the other antithetically term for term their spiritual 

significates, he would probably have used <ivtta"to1:x,ei. But the idea 

of correspondence, equivalence, calls not for av,;1~01:x,ei but auW't'ocxcr. 

&v'71.EtiE, 'Ya.P µETa. To,11 Tel(JICAJJI a.ur~~· "for she is in bond­

age with her children": justification of the parallelism just 
affirmed between Hagar and Jerusalem. As Hagar, a slave, 
bore children that by that birth passed into slavery, so the 
Jerusalem that now is and her children, viz., all the adherents of 

legalistic Judaism which has its centre in Jersualem, are in 
bondage to law. 



SS. ,j ~e d.vw 'IEpova-a'X~µ e'XEv8epa ea-r{v, "But the Jerusalem 

above is free." Instead of a formally perfect antithesis, either 

the Jerusalem that now is, and the Jerusalem that is to be, or 
the Jerusalem on earth and the Jerusalem above, the apostle 

mingles the two forms. The same point of view from which 

the seed of Abraham are, not the Jews, but believers in Christ, 

makes the new Jerusalem not the Jewish capital, but the com­
munity of believers in Jesus the Christ, and the conception of 

that community as destined soon to take up its abode in heaven 

(1 Thes. 415U°-) and as already living the heavenly life (cf. Phil. 

320ff. Col. 31-3) converts the Jerusalem that is to be, which would 

be the strict antithesis to the Jerusalem that now is, into the 
Jerusalem above (already existent). Heh. 121s1r. (see esp. v.22

) 

presents a similar contrast between Mount Sinai as the place 

and symbol of the giving of the law, and the heavenly Jerusalem 
as representing the community of believers (cf. v.23

), probably 

independently developed from the same root, not, of course, 

the source of Paul's expression here. The freedom referred to 
in e>..Ev8epa is manifestly the same that is spoken of in 2' 51, and 

implied in antithesis to the &v'XEta spoken of in 41-11• 

The conception of a restored and beautiful Jerusalem appears even 

in the 0. T., Ezek., chaps. 40 ff. Zech., 'chap. 2 Hag. 2•-•, and in other 

pre-Christian Jewish writings: Sir. 36110: Toh. 13•-11 14• Ps. Sol. 1711• In 

I Enoch 9ot•• ., the displacement of the old house by a new one is pre­

dicted (cf. Hag. 2•). See Bous., Rel. d. Jud.•, p. 273; Charles, The 

Book of Enoch, note on 90°. This conception of a new Jerusalem 

(though 'the precise phrase is apparently found first in Rev. 3tt 21•, cf. 

4 Ezr. 7" 1311; Apoc. Bar. 32•, which, like the Apocalypse of John, were 

written after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A. D.) doubtless fur­

nished the apostle with the basis of his conception here expressed 

~ns /a-r,v µfJT1JP ,jµwv· "which is our mother." The form 

of expression is derived from the allegory of Hagar and 

Sarah; ,jµwv refers to believers in Christ in general; the idea 

literally expressed would be, of which (community) we are 

members. The addition of rdvrwv by TR. may perhaps be 

traced to Polyc. Phil., chap. 3, or to the influence of Rom. 411• 

On the force of ~ns
1 

see note on a.nva (v.24). 
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27. ,yl-ypa1rrat ,yap cc Evcf>pdv811n, (ff'E'i.pa ~ ov f'(KTOV<Ta· 

inJtov Ka, ~&11o-ov, ,lJ ovK cMtvovo-a· cSn 1roXXa Ta TeKva Tfjs 

Jp~µ,ov µo.XMv,) Tfjs Jxovo-11s TOV l1vopa." "For it is written, 

Rejoice thou barren woman that bearest not, break forth and 

shout, thou that travailest not. For more are the children of 

the desolate than of her that hath the husband." The quota­

tion is from Isa. 541
, and follows exactly the text of the Lxx 

(BNAQ), which neglects to translate the M~i., "rejoicing," 

"singing," of the Hebrew. In the prophet the words are prob­

ably to be joined with 5212 ; they are conceived of as addressed 

to the ideal Zion, bidding her rejoice in the return of the exiles, 

Yahweh leading (cf. 521 -12). The barren woman is Jerusalem 

in the absence of the exiles, the woman that hath a husband is 

Jerusalem before the exile; and the compari~on signifies that her 
prosperity after the return from exile was to exceed that which 

she had enjoyed before the captivity. There may possibly 

underlie the words of the prophet a reference to Sarah and 

Hagar as suggesting the symbolism of the passage (cf. 512
), but 

there is no clear indication of this. The apostle, also, in quot­

ing them may have thought of the barren woman as corre­
sponding to Sarah, who till late in life had no child, and the 

woman that hath a husband to Hagar. But his chief thought 

is of the 0. T. passage as justifying or illustrating his concep­

tion of a new redeemed Jerusalem whose glory is to surpass 

that of the old, the language being all the more appropriate for 

his purpose because it involved the same figure of Jerusalem as 

a mother, which he had himself just employed, unless, indeed, 

v.2t is itself suggested by the passage which was about to be 

quoted. There is a possible further basis for the apostle's use 

of the passage in the fact that its context expresses the thought 

that God is the redeemer not of Israel after the flesh, but of 

those in whose heart is his law (cf. 511• 8, esp. v. 7). But whether 

the apostle had this context in mind is not indicated. The ,ydp 

is doubtless confirmatory, and connects the whole statement 
with ~ns eo-T,v µ~T'TJP -qµo,v. 

28. vµELS oe, aoEXcf>o(, KaTa 'foaaK bra-y-yEX(as TeKVa Jo-Ti· 

"And ye, brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise." With 



this sentence the apostle takes up his allegorical development 
of the O. T. narrative at a new point. Having in vv.22, 2a 

developed it with reference to the two women, which he has 
made to represent the two communities, and incidentally en­

forced his thought by a quotation from the prophets, he now 

makes use of the sons, Isaac and Ishmael, and more pointedly 
applies his allegory to his readers. Note the address vµE'is oe, 

aoE)\rpo(. As Isaac was born in fulfilment of a promise, not in 

the usual course of nature, so Paul assures the Galatians, they 

also are children of promise, whose standing with God rests 

not on physical descent, but on the promise made to Abraham, 

which has already been interpreted as applying to all who have 

faith (3 7, 8, 10). oe is continuative, introducing this element of 

the allegorical interpretation of the 0. T. passage as an addi­
tion to that of vv. 24-27. 

As in 423, evidence is very evenly divided between u!JAi<; ••• sa-i:t 

and ijµai,; • • • eaµb. The former is attested by the group BDG, 

supported by 33, 424** Sah., the latter by ~AC with the concurrence 

of LP f Boh. and Cyr. and the great body of the Syrian authorities. 
Transcriptional probability favours uµai,; • . . ea-re, the change of 

this form to the first person being more easily explicable as due to 

assimilation to vv. "· 31 than the reverse. 1lµai,; is unobjectionable on 
grounds of intrinsic probability, such changes of person being charac­

teristic of Paul; cf. 423·u. 

K0t'ta: in the sense "like," "after the manner of," occurs not infre­

quently in classic writers (L. & S. s. v. B. III 3) and in N. T. CJ. 
Eph. 4" 1 Pet. 1 11 4• Heh. 8•. The position of e1t0tyy1}.!0t,; (gen. of 

characteristic) is emphatic. The term is qualitative, but the reference 
is undoubtedly to the promise already repeatedly referred to in the 

epistle (311, 11• 21 • "). Whose children they are, whether sons of God 
or sons of Abraham is not emphasised; but the context as a whole 
implies the latter. To take dl(.w: as meaning children of the Jerusalem 

above (Sief.) is to insist upon a closeness of connection with v. 21 which 

is not only not justified by anything in this v. but is practically excluded 
by the phrase l(.ilt"ta: 'la0t(Zl(. and vv ... 11. 

29. l,,)\)\' G,u1rEp TOTE o Kara udpKa. "{EVV1]8E£S eotwKE TOP 

Kara 'trVEvµa, O~TWS Kal vvv. "But as then he that was born 

according to the flesh persecuted him that was born according 

to the Spirit, so also now." The persecution which the Gentile 
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Christians had suffered at the hands of the descendants of 
Abraham according to the flesh, the apostle adroitly converts 

to the purposes of his allegorical argument by pointing out 

that this fact had its analogue in the relations of Ishmael and 

Isaac. In speaking of the persecution of those who are accord­

ing to the Spirit the apostle probably has in mind chiefly the 

persistent efforts of the judaisers to induce the Galatians to take 

on the burden of the law. CJ. v.17 r 7 510
• CJ. also 34, though 

as shown there that passage does not necessarily refer to per­

secutions. That persecutions of a more violent nature and at 

the hands of Jews (cJ. r Thes. 2 16• 16) are also in mind is possible 

but not probable. The persecution of Isaac probably refers to 

Gen. 21 9, and the traditions that had gathered about it, but 

the apostle may also have had in mind the mutual hostility of 

the nations supposed to have descended from the two brothers. 

The adversative ,H.Aa: introduces a fact which is on the face of it in 

contrast with the preceding statement. o :K.<Z'tcl: a&px.<Z is, of course, in 

the literal sense Ishmael. CJ. on v.". In the allegorical interpretation 
it stands for those who are descendants of Abraham, but do not walk 

in the footsteps of his faith. The Lxx of Gen. 21 • reads 1t<Zll;ov-t<Z 

µsTcl: 'la<Zcl:x. 'toi:i uloi:i S<ZU'tT)<;. On the possibility that this represents 
an original Hebrew different from our present Hebrew, and on the 

rabbinic expansion of the incident, see Ltft. ad loc. The Talmud 

(Beresch. Rabb. 5316) says: "Dixit Ismael Isaaco: Eamus et videamus 
portionem nostram in agro; et tulit Ismael arcum et sagittas, et jacu­

latus est Isaacum et prae se tulit, ac si luderet." (Quoted by Wies. 

ad loc.) For :K.<Z'tcl: 1rwi:ill,(Z we should naturally expect x.w. e1t<Zne)..£a:v 

(320) or <St' e1t<Z"("(EAla:c;; (v. 23). The introduction of 1rvei:ill,(Z might natu­

rally be explained as a substitution of the giver of the promise for the 

'promise. But while Paul speaks of the Spirit as the content of the 

promise (314), he is not wont to speak of the promises or prophecies as 

given by the Spirit (cf. Mk. 1230), and in the absence of such usage it 

seems necessary to suppose that the phrase stands in the clause by a 

species of trajection from the clause which expresses the second element 
of the comparison, oBTwc;; x.<Z! vuv. The full sentence would have read 

lf>a1tep ycl:p • • • eolwx.e 'tOY :K.<Z'tcl: E1t<ZyyeAl<ZY, o!l'twc;; :K.<Zl YUY o :K.<Z'tcl: <r<X(l:K.<Z 

't'OY x.<ZTcl: ,ewull,(Z. CJ. Rom. 81• That 1rwull,(Z is in the apostle's vocab­

ulary the usual antithesis to cr&p~ (cf. 3• s"· 17 6• Rom. 8•«-) may 
also have had some influence. If the phrase be thought of strictly 

with reference to Isaac it must be explained by the fact that the prom-



ise pertaining to Isaac involved also the ultimate bestowal of the 

Spirit. CJ. 3"· But see also Philo, Leg. a/,leg. III 219 (77): 'Iaa~ 

a,ew'l)aev o :itupcoc;. 

30. aXM T ( Xe-yEL 7J "(pac/)17; ""EK,8aXE T1JV 7raLO(<TK7JV Kal TOV 

vLov airrfjs, ov "(ap µ17 KX7Jpovoµf,<1EL cl vLos rfjs 1raLO{<TKTJS µera, 

TOV vlov rfjs eXev0epas." "But what saith the scripture? 

Cast out the maid servant and her son: for the son of the maid 

servant shall not inherit with the son of the freewoman." As 

over against the fact that the Gentile Christians are children of 

promise he set in contrast the fact of their persecution, so over 
against this last he introduces with aXXd the language of scrip­

ture concerning the persecutor. The quotation is from Gen. 
2110, and follows the Lxx except that it omits ravrr,v 

after 7raLO(<TK7JV and substitutes rfjs €XEv0epas for µov 'JqaaK 

at the end. The language is that of Sarah to Abraham, but 

probably neither this fact nor the statement of v.12 that God 

said to Abraham, "In all that Sarah saith unto thee, hearken 
unto her voice," has anything to do with Paul's use of this 

passage here. From the point of view of the allegorical inter­

pretation every scripture is significant; cf. under v.24. Alle­

gorically interpreted the expulsion of Ishmael points to a 

rejection of the children of Abraham according to the flesh in 

favour of the sons of Abraham by faith. 

31. ouJ, aoEXcpot, OUK €0' µev 7r«LO{<TK7JS TeKva aXXa rfjs 

eXev0epas. "Therefore, brethren, we are children not of a 

maid servant, but of the freewoman." The omission of the 
article before 1raLO{<TKTJS gives to the term a qualitative empha­

sis: "not of a slave woman"; while the article inserted before 
eXEv8epas makes this expression refer specifically to the free 

mother Sarah, and to that which in the allegorical interpreta­

tion corresponds to Sarah, the Christian community or church. 

Translated into terms more directly expressing the spiritual 

fact the sentence means that we who have faith belong not to 

a community or nation that is in bondage to the legal statutes 

(cf. vv.1-10), but to that community of believers whose relation 

to God is that of sons, having the spirit of sonship, not of bond-
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age (vv.•• 7). Taken in its connection it constitutes a brief 

statement of the doctrine of the rejection of Israel according to 
the flesh which is expounded at length in Rom., chaps. 9-n. 

That the conclusion is derived from an allegorical argument in 

no way diminishes its value as a disclosure of Paul's thought, 

the allegory being itself resorted to for the very purpose of pre­

senting his thought more convincingly to his readers. CJ. on 
v.21. The validity of the argument itself as a piece of exegesis 

depends, of course, upon the validity of the allegorical method 

in general and its applicability to this passage in particular. , 

Its postulates are that the 0. T. story of Isaac and Ishmael 

bears a meaning which is to be derived from it by reading it as 

an allegory, and that Isaac represents the spiritual seed of 

Abraham, viz., those who, by faith like Abraham's, come into 

filial relation to God like that of free sons to a father, Ishmael 
standing for those whose relation to Abraham is simply that of 

natural descent. Whether Paul himself accepted these prem­

ises and ascribed a corresponding validity to his argument, or 

only meant by such an argument to bring his thought before 

his readers in a form which would appeal to them, is, as said 

above, not wholly clear. Presumably he did conceive that the 
argument had some real value; though in view of his use of 

scripture in general it can scarcely be doubted that it was for 

him not determinative of his view, but only confirmatory of an 

opinion reached in some other way. On 1raiotuK1J, cf. v.22. 

This verse is so evidently by its very terms-note 1raiotuK11s, 

e'XEvfJepas, etc., occurring in the preceding verses but not after 

this point-the conclusion of the allegorical argument intro­

duced in v.21, that it is surprising that it should ever have been 

thought of otherwise. So, e. g., Meyer. It is a matter of less 

consequence whether v.31 is an inference from v. 30 or the sum­

mary of 21 -30• But since from v.30, even if the premise, "we 

as Christians correspond to Isaac" (cf. Sief.), be supplied, the 

natural conclusion is not "we are children of the free," but, "we 

as children of the freewoman are heirs of the promise"; it is 

more probable that we should take this sentence as the summa­

tion of the whole allegorical argument (cf. the use of 5to in 
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,: Cor. 121• 1 Thes. 511) and as expressing the thought which 
the apostle wished by this whole paragraph to impress upon 

the minds of the Galatians. 

IV. HORTATORY PORTION OF THE LETTER (51-610) 

1. Exhortations directly connected with the doctrine of 

the letter ( 51_6 5). 

(a) Appeal to the Galatians to stand fast in their free­

dom in Christ (51-12). 

Having in 1 11-221 defended his own independent right to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles uncontrolled by any others, 

even those who were apostles before him, and in chaps. 3, 4 

having answered the arguments of his opponents in favour of 

the imposition of legalism upon Gentile Christians, the apostle 
now passes to fervent exhortation of his readers not to sur­

render the freedom which they have in Christ Jesus. 
1With this freedom Christ set us free: stand, therefore, and be not 

entangled again in a yoke of bondage. 2Behold, I, Paul, say to you 

that if ye shall be circumcised, Christ will be of no advantage to 

you. 3 And I protest again to every man that receiveth circumcision 

that he is bound to do the whole law. 4Ye have severed your rela­

tion to Christ, ye who are seeking to be justified in law. Ye 

have fallen away from grace. 5For we, by the Spirit, by faith, 

wait for a hoped-for righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision availeth anything nor uncircumcision, but faith work­

ing through love. 7Y e were running well; who hindered you from 

obeying truth ? 8This persuasion is not from him that calleth you. 
9A little leaven is leavening the whole lump. 10

[ have confidence, 

in the Lord, respecting you that ye will take no other view than this; 

but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whoever he may 

be. 11And I, brethren, if I am still preaching circumcision, why 

am I still being persecuted ? Then is the stumbling-block of the 

cross done away with. 12
[ would that they who are disturbing you 

would even have themselves mutilated. 
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1. Tfj l'Aev0ep{q, ~µu,;; XpLO-TOS ~Xev0epwo-ev· O"T?]KETE olw Kal 

µ~ 7raALV fV'Y<p oovXe{a,;; evex,eo-0E. "With this freedom Christ 

set us free: stand, therefore, and be not entangled again in a 

yoke of bondage." With this reading of the text (see textual 

note below) these words are not to be attached to 431 (so Zahn, 

e. g., reading v e?..ev0eptq,), but constitute an independent sen­

tence in which, the allegory of 421
-
31 being left behind, the apostle 

expresses himself in language akin to that of 44-11• The sen­

tence, without connective particle oiiv or -ydp to mark its rela­

tion to what precedes, constitutes a transition paragraph of 

itself, on the one side a summary of 421
-
31 (but without its alle­

gorical terminology) if not also of chaps. 3, 4 as a whole, and 

on the other an introduction to the exhortations of chap. 5. 

The article before eXev0eptq, is restrictive, referring to that 

freedom from the law with which the whole epistle from 21 on 
has dealt; see esp. 323 -25 49• 31• On XpLo-ro,;; ~Xev0epwo-ev cf. for 

substance of thought 313 44• The sentence is, in fact, an epitome 
of the contention of the whole letter. 

The variations of the textual evidence are so complex as to make 

dear exposition of them difficult. The chief variations may be set 
forth as follows: 

I. Respecting the words i=ediately accompanying ,n.eu6eplc,i: 

I. 'tjj eAau6ep(c,i (without V following): NABCD*HP 31, 33, 442, 

al. Sah. Arm. Syr. (harcl.) Euthal. Thrdt. Dam.; 't"fl ,apH .. : 
Boh.; h 't"fl: Chr. 

2. 'tjj n.eu6eplc,i '6: Dh•toKL, the great body of cursives, Syr. 

(psh. et hard.) Marc. Chr. Cyr. Thdrt. Thphyl. Oec. al. 

3. v eAeu6epl,;t: FG d f g Vg. Goth. Tert. Or. Victorin. Hier. 

Ambrst. Aug. 

II. Respecting the position of -l)µa~: 

1. eAeu6ep. -l)µa; Xp.: N*ABDFGP 31, 33, 327, 2125, some 
mss. of the Vulg. Goth. Cyr. Dam. 

2. e)..eu6ep. Xp. -1)µ.cx;: N°CKL, most of the cUisives, Chr. Thrdt. 

Tert. Victorin. Hier. 

3. Xp. i)),.euOtpwcrev -1)µ.cx~: Thphyl. (so Ltft.). 

III. Respecting o~v : 

1. After eAeu8eplc,i: c•KL and many cursives, Marc. Dam. 

Tnphyl. Oec. 

2- After O"'t"T)'X.en: NABCFGP 33, 104, 336, 424**, 442, 1912, , 

f g Goth. Boh. Sah. Eth. Arm. Bas. Cyr. Or iut.Victorin. Aug. 
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3. Omit in both places: D d 263, 19o8, Vg. Syr. (harcl.) Thdrt. 
Chr. Dam. 

The weight of external evidence thus strongly favours -cfl ,D.,eu8ep(qc 

-l)µa,; Xpta-co,; l)Aeu6i!pwaev· a-t1Jir.e-ce o~v, and the originality of this 

reading is confirmed by the fa'tt that it accounts for all the rest. It is 

adopted by Ln. Tdf. Alf. WH. Sief. Those who have preferred 

another reading (Ell. Ltft.: tj eJ..eu6ep[q: v; Zahn: v eAeu8ep{q:) have 

done so on the ground of the syntactical difficulty of -cfl EAeu6ep(qc as a 
limitation of l)Aeu6i!pwaev.. But this construction, though unusual, 

does not seem to be impossible (see exegetical notes). On the other 

hand, Hort's suggestion that tj is a primitive error for e,r' (cf. v. 13, 

e,r' EAeu8ep!qc eir.),:fi81j-ce) has much to commend it. The only choice is 

between -cfl EA. -1)µ., etc., which is undoubtedly the parent of all the 

other existing readings, and E"lt' EA. -1)µ. as the unattested original of the 

former. 

The dative -cfl EAeu8ep!qc is to be explained as a dative of instrument 

(not intensive as in Lk. 22", e,rt8uµ!qc e,re8uµ1laoc, and Jas. 511; ,rpoaeu:x.n 

,rpoaeu~oc-co, in which case the noun, being qualitative, would be with­

out the article), but descriptive, "by (bestowing) the freedom (spoken 

of above) Christ made us free"; cf. Jn. 12", ,ro(<i> 8ocv&:-c<i> i\µen.ev 

a,ro6vf)air.etv. To this view the article is no objection: cf. 1 Thes. 3•, 

,raa-o -en :x_ocpq. v ;coc!poµev, where the relative v limiting xoc!poµev has all 

the definiteness of -en X"'P'1· Or it may be a dative of destination (cf. 

Acts 22": ,rpoi!-cetvocvocu-cov -cot,; lµaatv: "They stretched him out for the 

thongs" with which he was to be scourged). The meaning would then 

be: "For the freedom (above spoken of) Christ set us free." The latter 

interpretation is favoured somewhat by .Y. 13, and perhaps by the ab­

sence of any exact parallel to such a use of verb and cognate noun 

with the article as the former view supposes; while against it is the 

unusualness of such a dative as it supposes (even Acts 2225 is not quite 

certain) and the probability that Paul would have expressed this idea 

by e!<; eAeu6ep!ocv (cf. Rom. 5•). On the whole the former construc­

tion is the more probable, if -en be the correct reading. It is, perhaps, 

still more likely that Paul wrote e,r' (see textual note above), in which 

case the meaning_would be substantially that of the dative denoting 

destination. 

. I:rliir.w, a post-classical word, derived from ia-t1)ir.oc, has with Paul 

the meaning not simply "to stand" (as in the gospels), but with inten­

sive force, "to stand firm." CJ. 1 Cor. 161• Phil. 127 41, etc. ,ra)..tv 

recalls the fact that as Gentiles they had been in slavery, ·and classes 

the burden of Jewish legalism with that of heathenism. Cf. 4• and 

notes there. The omission of the article with ~uy<j\ clouAe!oc<; gives to the 

phrase a qualitative force, and though the reference is clearly to the 

yoke of legalism, is appropriate after ,ra)..1v because the new yoke 
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which he would have them avoid is not identical with that previously 

borne. 
'Evaxaa8a-a frequent classical word, "to be held :in,'' "to be en­

snared," is in the present tense, denoting action in progress, not prob­
ably because Paul thinks of them as already entangled (so that the 

expression would mean "cease to be entangled"), but because he is 
thinking about and warning them against not only the putting of 

their necks into the yoke, but the continuous state of subjection which 
would result therefrom. 

2. '1oe €'Y© IlauAOS A€'YW vµ'iv O'TL ea,v 7rEpLreµv11u0E XpLUTOS 

vµos ovoev 6>cpEA17UEL. "Behold, I, Paul, say to you that if ye 

shall be circumcised, Christ will be of no advantage to you." 

The acceptance of circumcision is, under the circumstances 

then existing in the Galatian churches, the acceptance of the 

principle of legalism, the committal of the Galatians to a rela­

tion to God wholly determined by conformity to statutes and 

leaving no place for Christ or the development of spiritual life 
through faith in him and spiritual fellowship with him. This 

is the position which the apostle has taken throughout the 

letter (cf. 2
18ff, 312

). The possibility of any compromise between 

the two conceptions of religion he does not consider, but points 
out the logical outcome of the adoption of the principle of legal­

ism, which he conceives to be involved in the acceptance of cir­

cumcision. Though circumcision is mentioned here for the 

first time in direct relation to the Galatians, the manner in 

which it is spoken of in this paragraph and in 611
•
13 (confirmed 

by the implications of chap. 3) makes it certain that it was this 

rite especially that the opponents of Paul were urging the 

Galatians to adopt, or at least that on this the contest was at 

this moment concentrated. Though the sentence is intro­

duced without -ydp, the purpose of it is evidently to enforce 

the exhortation of v.1
• Its separation from that v. in a dis­

tinct paragraph is justified only by the double relation which 
it sustains on the one hand to 421 , 31, and on the other to this 

and the following sentences. 

The first three words of this sentence, none of them strictly neces­
sary to the thought, serve to give emphasis to the whole statement 
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that follows. As an exclamation Paul elsewhere employs not Yae, 
but !8ou; see I Cor. 1511 Gal. 1", et al.; rae in Rom. 1111 and Yae-te in 
Gal. 611 are proper imperatives with limiting object. For other in­

stances of eyw, emphatic, see 1" 2"• •• 4" 510, 11 611 et freq. For ay<l> 
IlccuAoc;, see I Thes. 2 11 2 Cor. 10• Eph. 31 Col. 1"; see also Col. 411 

2 Thes. 317• The intent of the words here is doubtless, as in most of 

the above instances, to give to what he is about to say all the weight 
of his personal influence. 

The form of the conditional clause ed:v 1tapt<te[J.Y1Ja6e, referring to a 
future possibility, reflects the fact that the question whether they will 

be circumcised is still pending. CJ. 1•. The use of the present tense, 

at first thought surprising, indicates that the apostle is not thinking 
of circumcision as a simple (possible future) fact, or result accom-

, ', plished, but of the attempt or decision to be circumcised, the verb 

being substantially conative in force; see note on 'ijpaax.ov in 1 1•. What 

the apostle says is not that to be or to have been, as a matter of fact, 

circumcised would render Christ of no avail to them (see tlie contrary 
stated in v.•), but that their seeking or receiving circumcision under 

the circumstances under which it is being urged upon them would 

do so. Observe the use of the present tense, also, in v.• 612, 11 1 Cor. 718• 

The aorist in 2•, on the other hand, was necessary because of the resul­

tative force of the whole phrase. The view of Alford, that the present 

tense "implies the continuance of a habit, 'if you will go on being 

circumcised,'" though grammatically unobjectionable, is excluded by the 
fact that circumcision could be thought of as a habit, not in respect 

to individuals, but only as concerns the community; in which case it 

would follow that Paul's thought was that if the community continued 
the already existing practice of circumcision, the community would 

have no benefit from Christ; whereas, on the contrary, v ", confirmed 
by the apostle's constant teaching concerning justification, shows that re­

lation to Christ pertains to the individual, not to the community. 

Alford's explanation, moreover, fails to account for the present tense in 
1tapt-ta[J.YO[J.EY(J), and is, therefore, probably not applicable to 1tept-tew11ia6e. 

The language, therefore, furnishes no basis for the conclusion that the 

Galatians had already begun the practice of circumcision. 

On ouae:v wg,aA-ficm, cf. Jn. 6" Rom. 2" 1 Cor. 13•. There is no 

ground for assuming an exclusive reference to any specific point of 

future time, as to the parousia or the judgment. The absence of any 
specific re,ference to these events, such as is expressed in Rom. 2 13 , 1•, 

or implied in Rom. 141•-11, makes it natural to assume that the future 
dates from the time indicated in the subordinate clause; and this is 

confirmed by the use of the aorists l!.ll'l''IJ?'Y1l61J't'e and e~adaccn in v.•, 

which see. 
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3. µapTvpoµa, oe 1rdX,v 1raPT£ av(}ptl,,r~ 1rEptTEµvoµlvrp lfr, 
ocpe,MT71s e<TT£P cSXov TOP Poµov 1ro,rjua,. "And I protest 

again to every man that receiveth circumcision that he is bound 
to do the whole law." Joined to v.2 by oe, this sentence sup­

plements that one by a further reason why the Galatians should 

not receive circumcision. Not only do they thereby lose any 

advantage which the relation to Christ would confer, but they 

assume a heavy burden. The acceptance of circumcision is in 
principle the acceptance of the whole legalistic scheme. The rea­

sons that can be urged in favour of circumcision apply equally 

to every statute of the law. That Paul points out this logical 

consequence of circumcision implies that the judaisers had not 

done so. They were now urging the Galatians to accept cir­

cumcision as the rite by which they could become sons of Abra­

ham and participators in the blessings of the Abrahamic cov­

enant (cf. chap. 3 passim); they had already persuaded them to 

adopt the cycle of Jewish festivals (410), perhaps as serving to 

mark them off from their heathen compatriots, perhaps because 

of the appeal which these observances would make to the Gala­

tians. On the question whether the judaisers had imposed or 
endeavoured to impose upon their consciences any other require­

ments of the law, see on 410
• It is certain only that the Gala­

tians had adopted the festival cycle, that they were undecided 

concerning circumcision, and that the judaisers had not pro­

posed to them to undertake t? keep the whole law. 

Map>tupof!.<Xt without obj. acc. signifies, not "to call to witness" (so 

with obj. acc. in Soph. Eur. et al.), but "to affirm," "to protest" 

(Plato, Phil. 47C.; Jos. Bell. 3. 354 (8•); Acts 2020 2622 Eph. 4"), 
differing from f!.<Xp>tupi!w in that it denotes a strong asseveration, not 

simple testimony. , 

Ilo:Atv, "again," can not be understood as referring either to the 
content of v.•, of which this is regarded as a repetition (Ltft.), for the 

two verses, though related, are not identical in thought; or to any 

previous passage in this epistle, since there is none in which this state­

ment is made; nor can it be taken as marking this verse as a second 

f!.<Xp>tupla:, of different content from the former one, for in that case it 

would have preceded the verb, as in Mt. 47 5" Rom. 1510, 12• It must, 
therefore, refer to a statement previously made to the Galatians, and 
in that case probably to a statement made on the occasion referred to 
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in 4,. (cx).118euwv) and 1•. CJ. notes on these passages and 521• • The 
present passage thus furnishes some confirmatory evidence that Paul 
had either visited the Galatians or written to them since the visit 

spoken of in 411 ; since definitely anti-legalistic instruction at that time 
before the legalistic influence had been exerted among them is improb­
able, though not, indeed, impossible. 

The words 'lta:vr\ cxv8pi!>'lttii 'lteptnµvo(JiYtii mean not, "to every one 

who has been circumcised" (which would call for the perfect 

'ltept1:e1:µY1JµkYtii or aorist 'ltept1:µ118evrt), but "to every man that 

receives circumcision." CJ. BMT 124. The warning is addressed 
not to the man who has already been circumcised but (like ed:v 

'lteptdµY1)a8e, v.•) to the one who is contemplating circumcision. 
'OipetAe1:1J<; is one who is under obligation.,one who is bound, oipelAet, 

to do a certain thing; here in effect one who binds himself; for the obli­

gation is, as the context shows, one which he ought not to assume. 

CJ. contra Rom. r". 
"0).ov 1:ov v6µov refers to the whole body of 0. T. statutes, legalisti­

cally interpreted. See detached note on N6µo,;, V 2. (c), p. 457. For a 
Gentile to receive circumcision is to commit himself logically to the 

whole legalistic system. The clear implication of the sentence is that 
the believer in Christ is under no such obligation. The freedom of the 

believer in Christ is not simply from the law's condemnation of him 
who does not obey its statutes, or from the law as a means of justi­

fication, but from the obligation to render obedience to these statutes. 
The Galatians are not simply not to seek justification by circumcision; 

they are not to be circumcised; they a!e not to do the whole law. 

4. KaT1JP'YIJ0rrrE a11"o Xpi<T'TOU otnvEs €11 voµrp 0LKaiou0"0E, 

"Ye have severed your relation to Christ, ye who are seek­
ing to be justified in law." Ka'TTJP'Y1]0TJ'TE a1ro XpLO"'TOU repeats 
in effect the XpLO"'TOS vµas ovoev 6>q>EA1JO"EL of v.2, and like that 

verse expresses forcibly the apostle's thought that the adop­
tion of legalism is the repudiation of Christ. The two methods 

of obtaining righteousness are incompatible. He who turns to 

one foregoes the other. Notice the direct address to the Gala­

tians, much more impressive than a statement of a general 

principle. 

Some Syrian authorities and Boh. read -tou Xpta"tou, but Xpta-tou 

is sustained by practically all pre-Syrian evidence, NBCD al. On 

Paul's usage of Xpta"t6<;; and o Xp1a1:6,;, cf. detached note on The Titles 

and Predicates of Jesus, p. 395.· 
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'Ev Y6µ<p evidently has the same meaning as in 311 (q. v.), "in the 
sphere of" (more specifically, "on the basis of") "legal obedience to 

statutes," thus equivalent to ,!~ lp1wv voµou in 2 10, etc. cltl(,0ttoiia6e 

is conative. The present can not mean "are (i. e., have been) justified"; 
and a progressive present proper, "are in the process of being justi­

fied" is excluded by the .fact that Paul thinks of justification not as a 
process but an act, and more decisively by his repeated assertion that 

no man is actually justified in law (chap. 311 Rom. 320). 

There is no reason to regard the assertion of this sentence as hypo­

thetical; it must rather be understood as referring to persons among 
the Galatians who, having accepted the legalistic principle, were seek­
ing justification in law (cf. 410). Only, in view of 1• 51, 10, etc., it can 

not be supposed to designate the Galatians as a whole, or in view of 

v.•, be understood as necessarily implying that they have carried their 
legalism to the extent of being circumcised. Wherever in the epistle 

the apostle speaks of circumcision, it is as of a future possibility to be 
prevented. This excludes not the possibility of some having already \ 

been circumcised, but the general adoption of circumcision; but there 
is no positive indication that any have accepted it. 

Kot't'otpjaw, properly meaning "to make ineffective," is used in Rom. 

7'· •, and here in the passive with <i-it6, meaning "to be without effect 
from," "to be unaffected by," "to be without effective relation to." 

The explanation of the idiom as a brachylogical expression for 

l(,ot't'1)Pi~6'1)'t'E l(,otl exwpla6'1)'t'E (Ltft., Sief., et al.), and the comparison 
of Rom. 9• and 2 Cor. u• as analogous examples, are scarcely defensi­
ble; for while in these latter instances the expressed predicate applies 

to the subject independently of the phrase introduced by <i-it6, and the 
verb denoting separation is simply left to be supplied in thought, this 

is not the case with l(,ot't'otp1eta6ott <i-it6. The idiom is rather to be ex­

plained as a case of rhetorical inversion, such as occurs in Rom. 7•, 

e60t110t't'w8'1)'t'E 't'(ji voµ<p, where consistency with both preceding and fol­

lowing context would require o 116µ0,; e60t110t't'w6'1) bµtv. CJ. the Eng­

lish expression, "He was presented with a gift," for "A gift was pre­
sented to him." The use of the aorist tense, denoting a past event 

viewed as a simple fact, has, in contrast with the present atl(,ottoiia6e 

a certain rhetorical force; as if the apostle would say: "Your justifica­

tion in law, which is but an attempt, has already resulted in separation 

from Christ as a fact." The English perfect best expresses the force 

of an aorist in such cases as this, when the event belongs to the imme­
diate past (cf. BMT 46, 52). 

rijs xdp,ros e~e1re<1are. "Ye have fallen away from grace." 

The article with xaptTOS marks the word as referring specifi­

cally to that grace of God or of Christ which was the distinctive 



element of the gc,spel which Paul had preached to the Gala­
tians. CJ. 16, and special note on Xdp,s. Grace, by virtue of 
which God accepts as righteous those who have faith, itself ex­
cludes, and is excluded by, the principle of legalism, according 
to which the deeds of righteousness which one has performed 

are accredited to him as something which he has earned. CJ. 
312 Rom. 45 II 6

• They, therefore, who are seeking justification 

by the way of legalism have fallen away from, abandoned, the 

divine grace. Logically viewed, the one conception excludes 

the other; experientially the one experience destroys the other. 

One can not with intellectual consistency conceive of God as 
the bookkeeping God of legalism and at the same time the 

gracious God of the Pauline gospel, who accepts men because 

of their faith. One can not live the life of devotion to the keep­

ing of statutes, which legalism calls for, and at the same time a 

life of faith in Jesus Christ and filial trust in the God of grace. 
This strong conviction of the incompatibility of the two con­

ceptions, experientially as well as logically, is doubtless grounded 

in the apostle's own experience. CJ. 2 19• 

The verb £'1.'lt!'l!:Tw in classical writers from Homer down, signifying 
"to fall out of," with various derived significations, is probably used 

here, as usually when limited by a genitive without a preposition, with 

the meaning, "to fail of," "to lose one's hold upon" ( 'tlji; xcxptToi; being 
a genitive of separation), not, however, here in the sense that the 

divine grace has been taken from them (as in Jos. Antiq. 7. 203 (92), 

wi; ,2y ~<ZatAel<Zi; e'1.'ltearov), but that they have abandoned it. CJ. 
2 Pet. 317 : q,uAcxaaea8e Tv<Z µ'ij •.. E'1.'ltea'l)'te Tou !olou aniptyµou • 

. For to affirm that their seeking justification in law involved as an 

i=ediate consequence the penal withdrawal of the divine grace (note 
the force of the aorist in relation to the present ot'1.<Ztoua8e; cf. above 

on '1.<Z't'1JP)'1l8TJTe) involves a wholly improbable harshness of concep­

tion. On the form e~e'ltfo<ZTe cf. Win.-Schm. XIII 12. 

5. -qµELS ,yap 7rPEvµan EK 1r(UTEWS e?.1r(oa 0£K«£OUVP'1JS a7rEK­

OExoµe8a. "For we by the Spirit, by faith, wait for a'; 

hoped-for righteoµsness." -qµE,s is emphatic, we in contrast i 
with all who hold to legalism. 1rvEvµan is used without the 

article, hence qualitatively, but undoubtedly with reference to 

the Spirit of God. CJ. the similar usage in 33 516
• 

18
• 

25
, and see 
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special note on IIveiiµa and 'I.ap~, p. 49r. The contrast with 

the flesh which in 516
• 

18
• 

26 is expressed is probably here latent. 
He who seeks divine acceptance by law is in reality relying 

upon the flesh. See Rom. iL89• We, on the other hand, 
depend not on flesh but on the Spirit. The word oiKatouvv71 

is best understood in its inclusive sense, having reference both 
to ethical character and to forensic standing. It is this which 

is the object of the Christian's hope and expectation (Phil. 39• 10). 

CJ. detached note on atKatos, etc., VI B. 2, p. 47r, and the 
discussion there of this passage. Observe also the expression 
ai· a:ya7r1JS e11Ep"(ovµe111J in v. 6 as indicating that the apostle is 

here including the ethical aspect of righteousness. The whole 

sentence introduced by "(ap is an argument e contrario, confirm­

ing the assertion of v.4 by pointing out that we, i. e., we who 
hold the gospel of grace, look for the realisation of our hope of 

righteousness, not in law, lv vdµ'lf, but o~.the one side by the 

Spirit of God and on the other through faith. 

Ilveuµcx't't is probably a dative of means, limiting cb:el(.!le:x:6µellcx, or, 
to speak more exactly, the verb of attaining implied in a:'ltel(.cle:x;6µellcx, 

tlie tliought being, "By the Spirit we expect to attain," etc. ,!l(, 

'lt!anwc; also denotes means, tlie phrase being complementary to 

'ltveulJ.CX't't, and expressing the subjective condition of attaining H.'lt. 

!ltl(.., as 'ltVEUlJ.CX't't denotes tlie objective power by which it is achieved. 

'A'ltel(.!le:x;oµcxt, used only in N. T. (Paul, Heh. and r Pet.) and in 

considerably later writers (cf. Nii.geli, Wortschatz, p. 43; M. and M. 
Voc., s. v.) signifies "to await with eagerness," a'lt6 apparently inten­

sifying the force given to tlie simple verb by ,!l(,, "to be receiving from 

a distance," hence "to be intently awaiting." 

The interpretation, "by a Spirit which is received by faith," tlie 

phrase 'ltVEUlJ.CX't'I ,il(, 'lt!a't'ewc; tlius qualitatively designating tlie Spirit 

of God, is neitlier grammatically impossible (cf. Rom. 81•, 'ltveuµcx 

u1o8ea!cxc;. Eph."•x 17, 'ltYeUlJ.CX aoq,(cxc; l(.<Xl a:'ltOl(.CXAu<j,ewc;. Rom. 321, 

l)..cxatjptov cltd: 'lt(aTewc;, none of which are, however, quite parallel 

cases), nor un-Pauline in thought (cf. 3u: Tvcx 't'TJV e'ltcxy-ye)..(cxv 't'OU 

'ltveuµcx't'~&:flwµev !ltd: 't'ijc; 'lt(aTewc;). Yet the nature of tlie relation 
which this interpretation assumes between 'ltVeuµcx't't and El(. 'lt(aTawc; 

is such as would probably call for 'ltveuµcx't't 't'q> £:I(, 'lt(a't'ewc; (cf. 2", 
'lt(a't'et ••• 't'ji 't'ou ulou 't'ou Oaou), while, on tlie other hand, tlie suc­

cession of co-ordinate limitations is not uncharacteristic of tlie apostle; 
cf. Rom. 321. 
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'E:>..-it!8oc, as is required by ci-itel!.8e,c6µ.s8oc, is used by metonymy for 
that which is hoped for. CJ. Col. 1• Tit. 2" Heh. 611• The genitive 
8tl!.octoauYIJ<; may be considered as an objective genitive, if the whole 
phrase be supposed to be taken by metonymy-"a. hope of righteous­

ness," standing for "a hoped-for righteousness," or a genitive of de­
scription (appositional genitive) if the metonymy be thought of as 

affecting the word eA1t!8oc alone. In either case it is the"righteousness 

which is the object both of hope and expectation. On the combination 
eA1r. a1tsl!.1le,c. cf. Tit. 2 11, 1rpoalls,c6µ.svo1 "tTJv µocl!.ocp!ocv eA1rl8oc. Eur. 

Alcest. 130: vuv 1la ~lou "t!v' I,:' eA1t!8oc 1tpoa!li!x.wµoct. Polyb. 8. 217, "tocic; 

1tpoa1lsx.wµi!voct<; eA1rlatv (cited by Alf. ad loc.). 

6. ev "fd-P XpuTT<p •J17e1ov oiJTE 11"EpLTOP,TJ TL to-xvEL oiJTE 

aKpo{3vo-T(a, aXM 1r(C1TLS OL. a"fa7r1]S evEp"fovµev17. "For in 

Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but faith working through love." For the 
disclosure of the apostle's fundamental idea of the nature 

of religion, there is n:o more important sentence in the whole 

epistle, if, indeed, in any of Paul's epistles. Each term and 
construction of the sentence is significant. ev XpLO"T<p 'l17uov 

(the bracketing of 'l17uov by WH., because of its omission by 

B. Clem., seems scarcely justified) limits tuxvEL. It is not 

precisely equivalent to TOLS ev XpLITT<p 'l17uov, but means, 

rather, "on that basis which is created by Christ Jesus"; nearly 
equal, therefore, in modern phrase, to "in Christianity," "on 

the Christian basis." With tuxvEL (from .tEschylus down, "to 

have strength," "to be able," "to avail") is to be supplied, not 

OLKaLOvv (" is able to justify"; cf. Acts 610
), which would be to 

limit the thought more narrowly than the context would war­
rant, but 1:ts OLKaLOuvv17v, as suggested by the preceding sen­

tence, and in the inclusive sense of the term as there used. By· 

the omission of the article with 1r1:pLTOP,1J and all the following 

nominatives, these nouns are given a qualitative force, with 
emphasis upon the quality and character of the acts. This 

might be expressed, though also exaggerated, by some such 

expression as, "by their very nature circumcision," etc. The 
phrase OL' a"fll7r1]S €PEp"fOVµev17 furnishes a most significant 

addition to the word 1r(uns, which has filled so large a place 

in the epistle thus far. For not only has he not previously in 
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this epistle used the word a;ya'IT'1J, but, though often using each 

alone in other epistles (for ?T'(crns, see Rom. 1 17 322, etc.; and 

£or a:ya'IT'1J, see esp. 1 Cor., chap. 13) he has nowhere else in any 
of his letters brought the two words into immediate connec­

tion. The relation between the two terms, which is here ex­
pressed but not perfectly defined by EVEp"(ovµev11 OLa, "opera­

tive, effective through," "coming to effective expression in," is 
made clearer by a consideration of the nature of the two re­

spectively, as Paul has indicated that nature elsewhere. Faith 

is for Paul, in its distinctively Christian expression, a committal 

of one's self to Christ, issuing in a vital fellowship with him, by 
which Christ becomes the controlling force in the moral life of 

the believer. See esp. 2 20 and cf. detached note on TI(crns and 

ITLCTTEvw, VB. 2. (e), p. 482. But the principle of Christ's life 
is love (see 220, TOV a"(a'/T'~CTaVTOS, etc.; Rom. 56•8 836 -39). Faith 

in Christ, therefore, generates love, and through it becomes 

effective in conduct. See also v.22, where first among· the ele­

ments which life by the Spirit (which, as v. 6 indicates, is the 
life of faith) produces is love; and on the moral effect and ex­

pression of love, see especially 1 Cor., chap. 13. On the mean­

ing of a-yd'IT'1J, see on vA That the apostle added the words 
OL' a"(d'IT'1]'> EVEp"(ovµev,, instead of writing 7r£CT'TLS or ;, ?T'(CTTLS 

alone is probably due to his having in mind, even here, that 

phase of the matter which he discusses more fully in vv.1311·; 

cf. Rom. 31 -4, and 330 for similar brief anticipations of matters 

to be more fully discussed later. Anticipating the objection 

that freedom from law leaves the life without moral dynamic, 

he answers in a brief phrase that faith begets love and through 

it becomes ope_rative in conduct. 

The whole ~ehtence affirming the valuelessness alike of cir­

cumcision and of uncircumcision for the Christian life, and 

ascribing value to faith and love, shows how fully Paul had 

ethicised and spiritualised his conception of religion. That he 
says not simply 7rEpLTOµTJ ovoev LCTX1JEL, but oiffE 1rEPLTOJ.LTJ 

••. oiffE aKpof3vcrr(a naturally implies not only that he is 

opposed to the imposition of circumcision upon the Gentiles, 

but that he repudiates every conception of religion which makes 
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physical conditions of any kind essential to it. The sentence, 
therefore, in no way contradicts vv.2

• 3, since the latter declare 
to the Galatians that if they accept a physical rite as religiously 
essential, they thereby repudiate the principle of the religion 

of Christ. He could have said the same thing about uncircum­
cision had he been addressing men who were in danger of 

adopting this as essential to religion. Indeed, this he does say 
in I Cor. ?18• 19 : 'TrEpLTETµrJµevos TLS eK)v71011; µ~ E1C'LO''TrdU0W. 

The doctrine of that passage as a whole is identical with the 

teaching in this letter. For though in v.19 T1JP1JO'LS !PToAwv 

8EOv, "a keeping of divine commandments," fills the place 
occupied here by 1rtUTL'S OL' a"(d1C'7/S ePEp"(ovµev11, v.14 here 

shows that these two expressions are at bottom not antithetical 
but in effect equivalent. 

'la:x;uw, from 1Eschylus down, in the sense "to have strength," "to 
be able," "to avail" is rare in Paul, but not infrequent in other N. T. 

writers. It is used as here in the third of the above-named senses in 

Heh. 9", and with similar meaning in Mt. S"· Note the construction 
there. 

'EveproulJ.IV'll is to be taken, in accordance with the regular usage 

of lvepyaia6att in Paul, as middle, not passive, and as meaning "oper­

ative," "effective": Rom. 7• 2 Cor. r• 4" Eph. 32• Col. r" r Thes. 2 13 

2 Thes. 2 7 Jas. 511; see also Polyb. r. x3•; Jos. Ant. r5. r45 (5•). The 
active, on the other hand, is used of persons: I Cor. r2•• 11 Gal. 2• 3• 

Eph. I 11• •• 2•. That the preposition at& denotes not antecedent cause 
but mediate agency, the object of the preposition being that through 

which the 1t!int<; becomes effective, is made practically certain not on 
grammatical grounds, but because of the nature of the two attitudes 

expressed by -,;(a,:t,; and iir&'lt'IJ as conceived of by the apostle. See 
above in the larger print. See note on ot& under r• and cf. 2 Cor. x•, 
where a similar relation is expressed by iv. Since 1t!in1<; is without 
the article, the participle, though anarthrous, may be attributive, 

"which works"; but 2•• suggests that to express this thought Paul 

would have written .,;(in1,; ii iveprou;«.aV'I), and makes it likely that 
evapyou(J.IV'I) is adverbial, expressing means or cause. 

7. 'ETpexETE KaMis· T('S vµas €PeKOl/;EP a>..118E(q µ~ 'TrEt8Eu8aL; 

"Ye were running well; who hindered you from obeying truth?" 

.As in 412, the apostle breaks off argument to make an appeal to 

the feelings of his readers by reminiscence of the former conduct 
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of the Galatians before they fell under the influence of the 
judaisers. It is to this time obviously that the imperfect 
bpeXETE refers. rts vµas, etc., is not a question for informa­

tion but of appeal. 

On the use of running as a figure for effort looking to the achievement 

of a result, see 2 2 Rom. 910 1 Cor. 9"·" Phil. 2 10 314 2 Thes. 31
• It is 

probable that in all cases the apostle has in mind the figure of running 

a race, as expressly in I Cor. 9"·28• av:K.6'lt't"w is used by Hippocrates 

in the sense "to make an incision," but with the meaning "to hinder" 

first in Polybius. Here, if the figure is that of a race, the word suggests 

a breaking into the course, getting in the way, or possibly a breaking 

up of the road. That Paul uses the aorist (resultative) rather than 

the present (conative) indicates that he is thinking of what his oppo­

nents have already accomplished in their obstructive work. The 

present infinitive, 1tel0ea6~t, on the other hand, is progressive, so 

that the meaning of the whole expression is, "who has succeeded in 

preventing you from continuing to obey truth?" and the implication 

is that, though they have not fully adopted the views of Paul's oppo­

nents, they have ceased to hold firmly to that which Paul taught them. 

'ltal0ea6oct is difficult to render exactly into English. "Believe" ex­

presses rather less, "obey" rather more, than its meaning. It de­

notes not merely intellectual assent, but acceptance which carries with 

it control of action; cf. Acts S"· 37• "; Rom. 2•. On the construction 

of 'ltel0ea6oc1 (inf. with µ.'fi after verbs of hindering), see BMT 402, 483; 

Bl.-D. 429. The omission of the article with <XA1J8e1q: gives to it 

a qualitative force, and shows that, though what the apostle has in 

mind is doubtless the same that in 2• and 2 14 he calls T) ii).'fi8etoc -rou eu­

ocne).!ou, he desires to emphasise the quality of his message as truth, 

thus conveying the implication that they are turning from something 

that is true to something that is false. CJ. for similar anarthrous use 

of iiAii8etoc Rom. 91 2 Cor. 67 Eph. 421• Some authorities insert the 

article here (omitted by N*AB). Evidently some scribe, recognising 

that the reference was to the truth of the gospel, stumbled at the qual­

itativeness of the expression. 

8. -q 7rEL<Tµovr, OVK EK TOV KaMVPTOS vµas. "This persuasion 

is not from him that calleth you." The restrictive article with 
1rELuµov17 makes it refer definitely to that persuasion just 

spoken of, viz., the persuasion no longer to hold (his message 
which is) truth. By roii KaXoiivros Paul means God. On the 

.meaning of the term and its reference to God, see on I 8i and on 



the omission of 8eov, see on 2 8 35• The negative statement car­
ries with it the positive intimation that the influence which is 

affecting them is one that is hostile to God, an intimation 
which is definitely expressed in v.9• 

IlE1a~ovli may be either active (Chrys. on 1 Toes. 1•; Just. Mart. 

Apol. 531). or passive (Ign. Rom. 3• Iren. Haer. 4. 337), and it is impos­
sible to tell in which sense Paul thought of it here. The passive sense 

involves the thought of a persuasion actually accomplished, the active 

an effort. It was, of course, the latter, but ,!vfao<j,sv shows that in 

Paul's thought it was in a sense the former, also. On the tense and 
modal force of l!.tXAouY"to~ (general present; adjective participle used 

substantively), see BMT 123, 124,423, and cf. 1 Thes. 2" 5"• 

9. µLKpa svµ11 <iXov TO cf>vpaµa rvµo'L. "A little leaven is 

leavening the whole lump." The occurrence of exactly the 

same words in 1 Cor. 56 and the way in which they are there 

used indicate that they were a proverbial saying, referring to 
the tendency of an influence seemingly small to spread until it 

dominates the whole situation. In 1 Cor. svµ17 refers to the 

immoral conduct and influence of the incestuous man, and 
cf>vpaµa represents the Corinthian church, whose whole moral 

life was in danger of being corrupted. Here, over against the 

negative statement of v. 8
, this verse states the true explanation 

of the situation, viz., that the doctrine of the necessity of cir­

cumcision, insidiously presented by a few, is permeating and 
threatening to pervert the whole religious life of the Galatian 

churches. rvµo'L is probably not to be taken as a general 

present (as in 1 Cor.) but as a present of action in progress. 
It agrees with all the other evidence of the epistle in indicating 

that the anti-Pauline movement had as yet made but little, 

though alarming, progress. 

On -i:o ,pupa~ ~u~ot, cf. Exod. 12", and on leaven as a symbol of 
an evil influence (of good, however, in Mt. 1311 Lk. 13••· 21), see Ltft. 

10 > \ I 0 ' • ~ > I !l > ~\ ,,, " ,/,. I 
• €"(OJ 11"e1roL a ELS vµas ev Kvpi<p un ovuev af\f\O -,,pov11-

qere· "I have confidence, in the Lord, respecting you that 

. ye will take no other view than this." With the abruptness 
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which characterises the whole passage, the apostle turns sud­
denly from the discouraging aspects of the situation to an 

expression of hopeful confidence. The use of hw emphasises 

the personal, subjective character of the confidence. "I, at 
least, whatever others think." Eis vµas designates the persons 

in reference to whom (Th. Eis B. II 2 a) the confidence is felt; 

ev Kvp{rp defines the Lord, i. e., Christ, not precisely as the 

object of trust but as the one who constitutes the basis or 
ground of confidence (Th. ev, I 6 c.; cf. 2 4 and 217 and notes on 

these passages). The whole passage is marked by such abrupt­

ness of expression and sudden changes of thought that the 
words ou~iv ID,>.o may mean in general no other view of the 

true nature of religion or the true interpretation of the gos­

pel than that which Paul had taught them. Most probably 
they refer directly to the opinion just expressed by Paul in v. 9• 

In that case the sentence is an expression of confidence that the 

Galatians will share his conviction that the influence exerted by 
the judaisers is, in fact, a leaven (of evil) coming not from God 

but from men, and threatening the religious life of the whole 

community of Galatian Christians. 

The constructions employed by Paul after •d-itot8ci are various: (a) 

l-.:l, with a personal object (2 Cor. r• 2• 2 Thes. 3•), and ev with a.n 

impersonal object (Phil. 3•• •), designating the object of confidence, 
that which one trusts; (b) ev with a personal object (Phil. 2" 2 Thes. 3• 

and the present passage) designating the ground on which confidence 

rests; (c) e!c; with the accusative occurring in the present passage, 
without parallel elsewhere; in accordance with the not infrequent use 

of e!c; in other connections, the preposition is to be explained, as 

above, as meaning "in respect to." To take e!c; tiµac; as denoting 

the object of faith (Butt. p. 175) is without the support of other exam­

ples with this verb, or of the preposition as used with other verbs; 

for while the accusative after -i.ianuw e!c; denotes the object of 
faith, this construction is practically restricted to use in respect to 

Christ (cf. detached note on II,a-reuw, p. 480), and furnishes no ground 

for thinking that -itfao18ci de; would be used with similar force in 

respect to other persons. 2 Cor. 8", -ite-ito18iicre1 '11:0!-Ai'i 'tfj e!c; tiµac;, is 
indecisive both because it contains not the verb but the noun, and 
because it shares the ambiguity of the present passage. 

The expression ev xupllj) occurs in the Pauline epistles approximately 
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forty times. That it means "in Christ," not "in God," is rendered practi­
cally certain by these considerations: (a) of ev Xpta,;,j>, or ev 't"lj> Xp1a,;(jl, 

or t!v Xp1a't"(jl 'l,iaoii there are about eighty instances, and in many of 

these the connection of thought is closely similar to those in which 
ev ,<.uplq> is employed. (b) In seven cases (Rom. 623 14" r Cor. rs" 

1 Thes. 1 1 41 2 Thes. 1 1 312) ,<.up!q> after ev is defined by a preceding or 
following 'l,iaoii, Xp1a"t"(jl, or both together, as referring to Christ, and 

in these instances, also, the connection of thought is similar to that in 
which ev ,<.up(qi alone occurs. (c) ev 6e(jl and ev ,;cji 6e(jl occur but rarely 

in Paul (Rom. 2 11 S" Eph. 3' Col. 3• r Thes. 1 1 2• 2 Thes. 1 1), and in 

two of these instances (1 Thes. 11 2 Thes. 1•), with 6e(jl is joined ,<.up!qi 

in such ways as to show that .!v ,<.up!qi refers to Christ. Against these 

strong considerations there is only the fact that in general ,<.upto<; 

without the article refers to God, I, ,<.up1oc; to Christ. But the force 

of this general rule is diminished by the further fact that in set phrases, 
especially prepositional phrases, the article is frequently omitted with­
out modification of meaning. CJ. detached note on Ilot't"l)p as applied 

to God, p. 387. On ouaelc; &)J,oc; cj. Jn. rs" Acts 412• 

o Be -rapduuwv vµas ~aU'Ta<TEL 'TO Kp{µa, <J<T'TLS eav V• "but 

he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whoever he may 
be." In itself o 'Tapd<1uwv might refer to a particular individual 

identified or unidentified, and the troubling might be present, 

past, or future. But the indefinite relative clause, ()<J''TLS eav v, 
referring to the future (BMT 303, 304; a present general sup­
position is excluded by the future ~a<T'Ta<TEL, and a present par­
ticular by the subjunctive v) requires us to take o TapaU<TWV as 

designating not a particular individual mentally identified, but 

as referring to any one who hereafter may disturb them. The 

article is distributive generic, as in 312
• 

14 Jn. 318
• Doubtless 

this is but another way of referring to those who are spoken 
of in 18, 'TLVES EiULV ot 'Tapa<TUOV'TES vµas, Ka£ 8eXoV'TES µE­

'TaCT'Tpei/;aL 'To Eva-y-ye>.,ov 'Tov XPLU'Tov, and in v.12 as ot 
avacr'Ta'TOVV'TES vµas. Only their conduct is, for rhetorical 

effect, referred to not as a fact but as a future possibility, as in 

18, and an indefinite singular takes the place of a definite plural. 

'To Kp{µa undoubtedly refers to the judgment of God, which 

carries with it by implication the consequent punishment. 

CJ. Rom. 2 2• 3 38, and esp. Rom. 132
• How or when the punish­

ment will be experienced the sentence does not indicate; there 
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is nothing to show that the apostle has especially or exclusively 
in mind the messianic judgment (Rom. 2 16). 

Ba:a,;al;w, used by classical writers from Homer down, occurs also 

in the Lxx, Apocr., and Pat. Ap. It is found in N. T. twenty-seven 
times. In all periods, apparently, it is employed both in a literal 

sense of bearing a burden (Mk. 1413 Jn. 1917) and other similar senses, 

and metaphorically of mental processes. In N. T. it occurs several 

times in the sense "to endure": Jn. 16" Acts 1510 Rom. 151• CJ. also 
Gal. 6•· •· 17• Of bearing punishment it occurs here only in N. T., but 

also in 2 Kgs. 18". 

11 'E ' ~ , , ~ '~ , , ' ,, , , ,, , "(ro ue, auEl\~o,, EL 7rEPLT0µ1JV en K1JPV<T<TW, Tl en 

Oto>Koµa,; "And I, brethren, if I am still preaching circumcision, 

why am I still being persecuted?" Still another abrupt sen­

tence, probably occasioned by the fact that they who were 

troubling the Galatians were using as one of their weapons a 

charge that the apostle was still, when it suited his purpose, 
preaching circumcision. As evidence of the falsity of the 

charge, Paul appeals to the fact that he is being persecuted, 

implying that it was for anti-legalism. The use of en with 
K1JPV<T<TW implies that there was a time when he preached cir­

cumcision. The reference is doubtless to his pre-Christian 

life, since we have no information iliat he ever advocated cir­
cumcision after he became a Christian. On the reasons for 

holding that 1 10 furnishes no evidence of a period of conformity 

to the views of the judaisers in the matter, see notes on that 

passage. What basis there was for the charge that he was 

still advising circumcision, and whether the charges referred 

to the circumcision of Gentiles or of Jews-doubtless there 

was something to give colour to it-may perhaps be inferred 

from I Cor. i 8, if we may assume that even before writing 

Galatians he had said or written things similar to that passage. 

On Acts 163
, see below. 

The conditional clause e! . . . X'l)pucrcrw, though having the form 
of a simple present supposition, evidently expresses an unfulfilled con­

dition (BMT 245; cf. 2 21 318 Rom. 42 Jn. 1823), while the apodosis takes 
the form of a rhetorical question, meaning, "I should not be perse­

cuted." On the possible uses of !!,a, cf. on 1 1•. Despite the seeming 

parallelism, the two words l·n can hardly both be temporal. To 

make both mean "still as in my pre-Christian days," is forbidden by 
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the fact that he was not in those days persecuted for preaching cir­
cumcision. To make both mean "still as in my early Christian days," 
is forbidden by the improbability that he was then preaching circum­
cision and the certainty (implied in the sentence itself) that if he had 
been he would not have been persecuted. If both are temporal, the 
meaning can only be, If I am still as in my pre-Christian days, preach­
ing circumcision, why do they, having learned this, continue that per­
secution which they began supposing that I was opposed to circum­
cision? Simpler and more probable than this is the interpretation of 
the first ht as temporal, and the second as denoting logical opposition; 
cf., e. g., Rom. 37• The sentence then means: "If I am still preaching 
circumcision, why am I despite this fact persecuted?" 

The bearing of this passage on the historicity of the statement of 
Acts 16• with reference to the circumcision of Timothy belongs, rather, 
to the interpretation of Acts than here. If the event occurred as there 
narrated and became the occasion for the charge to which Paul here 
refers, why he made no further reply than to deny the charge, and that 
only by implication, can only be conjectured. Perhaps knowing that 
the Galatians and his critics both knew that he had never objected to 
the circumcision of Jews, and that the only question really at issue 
was the circumcision of Gentiles who accepted the gospel, he judged 
it unnecessary to make any reply other than an appeal to the fact that 
they were persecuting him. 

/1,pa KaTTJP'Y'TJTat TO CTKdv8a>..ov TOV CTTavpov. "Then is the 

stumbling-block of the cross done a,way with." I. e., if circum­

cision may be maintained, the cross of Christ has ceased to be 

a stumbling-block. To <1Kdv8a>..ov Tov <TTavpov is that element 

or accompaniment of the death of Christ on the cross that 

makes it offensive (1 Cor. 1 23), viz., to the Jews, deterring them 

from accepting Jesus as the Christ. This offensiveness, the 

apostle implies, lay in the doctrine of the freedom of believers / 

in Christ from the law. Whatever else there may have been 

in the fact of Jesus' death on the cross to make the doctrine of 

his messiahship offensive to the Jews, that which above all else 

made it such was the doctrine that men may obtain divine 

acceptance and a share in, the messianic blessings through faith 

in Jesus, without circumcision or obedience to the statutes of 

Moses.* 
• CJ. the words of Chrysostom quoted by Alford ad loc.: "For even the cross which was & 

stumbling-block to the Jews was not so much so as the failure to require obedience to the 
ancestral laws. For when they attacked Stephen they said not that he was wonhipping the 
Crucified but that he was speaking against the Jaw and the holy pl&ce." 
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It is natural and reasonable to suppose that this sentence reflects 
Paul's own pre-Christian attitude, when his own zeal for the law made 

him a persecutor of Christians (I"• "Phil. 3•). Had it been something 
else than its anti-legalism that chiefly made the Christian movement 

offensive to him, he could not have made this statement, since in that 
case the removal of this element would have left the doctrine of the 

cross offensive to those who still occupied the position which he main­
tained in his pre-Christian days. And this fact in tum confirms the 

evidence of the Acts that even in its early days the Christian movement 
had an anti-legalistic element. The implication of the sentence is 
that, in his judgment, had Christianity been content to remain Jewish-· 

legalistic, it might have won the Jews, or at least have maintained a. 

respected standing among Jewish sects. The conflict between the 
Christianity of Paul and that of the ultra.-legalists, was radical. The 

former sought to reach the nations at the risk of becoming offensive 
to the Jews; the latter would win the Jews at the sacrifice of all other 

nations. With this view of Paul the testimony of the book of Acts 
is in harmony, both in its indication of the large number of Jews who 

attached themselves to the legalistic Christianity of James a.nd the 

Jerusalem church, and in the bitter offensiveness to them of the anti­
legalism of Paul. See esp. Acts, chaps. 15 and 21 1o-2•. 

Ltft. understands the sentence as ironical (cf. 418), meaning: "Then 
I have adopted their mode of preaching, and I am silent about the 

cross." But this ascribes to Y.<XTllPY"IJT<Xt an improbable meaning, and 
to the whole sentence a. more personal reference than the language 
warrants. 

On the use of &PIX with the indicative without &... in an apodosis 

shown by the context to be contrary to fact, cf. 2 21 I Cor. 15", where 
the protasis is expressed and the condition is in form that of a simple 

supposition, and I Cor. 1511, where as here the protasis is implied in 
the preceding sentence. 

12. "Ocf,EAOV Ka~ a:troK&i/;ovTaL oi avauTaTOVPTES vµcis. "I 
would that they who are disturbing you would even have them­
selves mutilated." oi avauTaTovvTEs are evidently the same 

who are directly referred to in r 6 as oi TapduuovTES vµas, and 
hypothetically in o Tapduuwv of v.io. a1roKoif;ovTaL is clearly 

shown by usage (see exx. below) and the context to refer not, 
except quite indirectly (see below), to a withdrawal from the 

Christian community, or any other like act, but to bodily 
mutilation. In the bitterness of his feeling, the apostle ex­

P"-""es the wish that his opponents would not stop with cir-
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cumcision, but would go on to emasculation. There is possibly 
a tacit reference to the emasculation of the priests of Cybele, 
with which the Galatians would doubtless be familiar and, 
quite possibly, in the apostle's mind, at least, though he could 

hardly have expected his Galatian readers to think of it, to the 
language of Deut. 231 (see below). The whole expression is 

most significant as showing that to Paul circumcision had be­

come not only a purely physical act without religious signifi­

cance, but a positive mutilation, like that which carried with it 

exclusion from the congregation of the Lord. It is not im .. 

probable that he has this consequence in mind: "I wish that 

they who advocate this physical act would follow it out to the 
logical conclusion and by a further act of mutilation exclude 

themselves from the congregation of the Lord." CJ. Phil. 32, · 

where he applies to circumcision as a physical act the deroga­
tory term KaTaT0µ17, "mutilation." To get the full significance 

of such language in the mouth of a Jew, or as heard by Jewish 
Christians, we must imagine a modem Christian speaking of 

baptism and the Lord's Supper as if they were merely physical 

acts without spiritual significance; yet even this would lack the 
element of deep disgust which the language of Paul suggests. 

On (haa'tCZ'l'6w, meaning ,"to disturb," see M. and M. Voc. s. v. 
llfeAov, a shortened aorist indicative for ~eAov, "I ought," has ~ 
in N. T. the force of an interjection, "would that." Used by classical 
writers generally with the infinitive, it occurs in Callimachus (260 B. c.) 

with a past tense of the indicative; so also in the Lxx (Ex. 16• Num. 
14•, etc.) and elsewhere in N. T. (1 Cor. 41 2 Cor. u• Rev. 3") of a 
wish probably conceived of as unattainable. It occurs with the future 
here only, probably with the intent of presenting the wish rhetorically 

as attainable, though it can hardly have been actually thought of as 

such. BMT 27. Rem. 1•. 
'A1tox6~ea8a1 with an accusative of specification, -:di -yewqrix&:, 

expressed, or unexpressed but to be supplied mentally, refers to a 

form of emasculation said to be still common in the East. See Deut. 
23• (1): OU)(. !!aeAe6aoV't'at 8)..acS!a<; oucS& IX'lt0)(.!l(.01J.IJ.EVO<; e!<; exXA1ja!av 

Kuplou. Epict. Diss. 2. 201•: ol ix1toxeMµµevo1 't&:c; -ye 1tpo8uµ!a<; 'tdi<; 

'tWY ixvclpwv ix1tox.6,j,aa8a1 ou MvaV't'at. Philo, Sacrif. 325 (13); Leg. alleg. 

III 8 (3); Dion. Cass. 7911
• CJ. Keil and Delitzsch on Deut. 23•: 

"n.n-J1mi [Lxx 8)..acS!ac;] literally 'wounded by crushing,' denotes one 
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who is mutilated in this way; Vulg. eunuchus attritis vel amputatis 
testiculis. nJDtll r,..,~ [Lxx cx'ltoimtoµµifvo~] is one whose sexual mem­

ber was cut off;· Vulg.' abscisso veretro. According to Mishnah Jebam. 
VI 2, 'contusus 1'1f! est omnis, cuius testiculi vulnerati sunt, vel 

certe unus eorum; exsectus (m"I?), cujus membrum virile praecisum 

est.' In the modem East emasculation is generally performed in 
this way. (See Toumefort, Reise, ii, p. 259 [The Levant, 1718, ii. 7) 

and Burckhardt, Nubien, pp. 450, 451.)" 

(b) Exhortation not to convert their liberty in Christ 
into an occasion for yielding to the impulse of the 
:flesh (51a-2e). 

In this paragraph the apostle deals with a new phase of the 

subject, connected, indeed, with the main theme of the letter, 

but not previously touched upon. Aware that on the one side 

it will probably be urged against his doctrine of freedom from 

law that it removes the restraints that keep men from im­

morality, and certainly on the other that those who accept i~ 

are in danger of misinterpreting it as if this were the case, he 
fervently exhorts the Galatians not to fall into this error, but, 

instead, through love to serve one another. This exhortation 

he enforces by the assurance that thus they will fulfil the full 
requirement of the law, that they will not fulfil the desire of 

the :flesh, nor be under law, and by impressive lists, on the one 

hand of the works of the flesh, and on the other of the products 
of the Spirit in the soul. 

13For ye were called for freedom, brethren. Only convert not 

your freedom into an opportunity for the fl,esh, but through love be 

servants one of another. 14For the. whole law is fulfilled in one 

word, even in this, Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself. 15But 

if ye are biting and devouring one another, take heed lest ye be con­

sumed by one another. 16But I say, Walk by the Spirit and ye 

will not fulfil the desire of the flesh. 17For the desire of the flesh is 

against that of the Spirit, and the desire of the Spirit against that 

of the flesh; for these are opposed to one another, that whatsoever 

ye will ye may not do. 1~But if ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not 

under law. 19Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 

fornication, uncleanness, wantonness,· 20idolatry, witchcraft; enmi-



ties, strije,jealousy, angers, sel,f-seekings, parties, divisions, 21envy­

ings; drunkenness, carousings, and the things like these,· respect­

ing which I tell; you beforehand, as I have (already) told you in ad­

vance,that they who do such things wiU not inherit the kingdom oJ 

God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love,joy, peace, long-suffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness,self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. 24And they that belong to the Christ, 

Jesus, have crucified the flesh with its disposition and its desires. 
26lf we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit also let us walk. 26Let us 

not become vain-minded, provoking one another, envying one 

another. 

13. 'Tµt:'is -yilp br' eAEv8Ep{q, eKA17017rE, aOEA!f,ot• "For ye 

were called for freedom, brethren." Like v.1 this sentence is 

transitional. It belongs with what precedes in that it gives a 
reason (-ydp is causal) forv. 12, but even more significantly in that 

it is an epitome of the whole preceding argument of the epistle 

in behalf of the freedom of the Gentile. But it belongs with 

what follows in that it serves to introduce a wholly new aspect 
of the matter, the exposition of which begins with µovov. 

vµt:'is, immediately following vµas of v.12, is emphatic. "Ye, 

whom they are disturbing, for freedom were called." 

On £'lt!, expressing destination, see Th. B. 2 at;; 1 Thes. 47 Phil. 4u. 
n..eu8ep!ci: manifestly refers to the same freedom that is spoken of in 

v. 1, but being without the article is qualitative. On ax:l.:iJ81ln, cf. on 
-tou xa)..ouvto<; v.• and more fully on 1•. On cioe)..qio!, see on 1 11• 

' ' ' ''v8' ',,,_,,' ~ {"01 µoPOP µ,,, 7111' €/\E Epiap ELS a'r'pµ17P T'!} uapK ' n y con-

vert not your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh." 
µopov, used also in 1 23 2 10 Phil. 1 27, to call attention not to an 

exception to a preceding statement, but to an important addi­

tion to it, here introduces a most significant element of the 

apostle's teaching concerning freedom, which has not been pre­

viously mentioned, and which occupies his thought throughout 

the remainder of this chapter. On this word, as on a hinge, the · 

thought of the epistle turns from freedom to a sharply con- , 

trasted aspect of the matter, the danger of abusing freedom. 

So far he has strenuously defended the view that the Gentile is 
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not under obligation to keep the statutes of the law, and though 

he has not referred specifically to any statute except those that 

pertain to circumcision, food, and the observance of days 

and seasons, he has constantly spoken simply of law, or the 

law, without indicating that his thought was limited to any 

portion or aspect of it. To men who have been accustomed to 

think of law as the only obstacle to free self-indulgence, or to 

those who, on the other hand, have not been accustomed to 

high ethical standards, such language is (despite the contrary 

teaching of vv.5• 
6
) easily taken to mean that for the Christian 

there is nothing to stand in the way of the unrestrained indul­

gence of his own impulses. Of this danger Paul is well aware 

(cf. Rom. 611!· Phil. 317 1!. Col. 311!·), and beginning with this v. 

addresses himself vigorously to meeting and averting it. The 

word udp~, previously in this epistle a purely physical term, is 

used here and throughout this chapter (see vv. 16, 17 , 20, 24) in a 

definitely ethical sense, "that element of man's nature which 

is opposed to goodness, and makes for evil," in which it appears 

also in Rom., chap. 8; see detached note on ITvEvµa and 'i.dp~ 

II 7, p. 493, and the discussion following 7. For fuller treat­

ment, see Burton, Spirit, Soul, and Flesh, chap. VI, pp. 186, 

191.ff. Of any physical association with this ethical sense of the 
term there is no trace in this passage. 

The article before e1.eu8ep{ixv is demonstrative, referring to il1.eu8ep/ix 

of the preceding clause, and through it to that of 51 and the implication 
of the whole context. On the omission of the verb with {J.TJ, ef. µ-1) 

'µo/1e µ68oui;, Aristoph. Vesp. II79; µ-1) -rpt~d:,; fo, Soph. Antig. 575; 

P.TJ µot µup/ouc;, Dem. 45 11 (cited by Alf.); Hartung, Partikeln II 153; 

Devarius, De Particulis, Ed. Klotz, II 66g; W. LXIV 6; Mk. 14•. Note 
also the omission of the verb after µ6vov, in 2 10• What verb is to be 
supplied, whether lxe-re, 'itOtet-re, -rp,hcen (cf. Sief. Ell. et al.), 

a't'pi!q,en or µe-rixa't'pi!q,e-re (Rev. u• Acts 2 10 , "), or some other, is not 
wholly clear. The thought is probably not "use not this freedom for, 
in the interest of," but "convert not this freedom into." On the use 
of e!i;, cf. Jn. 16••: '1) 1.utj bµCw e!i; xixpd:v reviiae-rixt, and Acts 2 19 , ••. 

aq,opµii, properly the place from whicli an attack is made (Thucydides, 
Polybius), is used also figuratively by Xenophon, et al., with the mean­
ing, "incentive," "opportunity," "occasion." In N. T. it occurs in 
the Pauline letters only (Rom. 7• 2 Cor. 512 II" 1 Tim. 5") always in 
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this latter meaning, and in the same phrases as in lsocrates and Demos­

thenes: cl:q,opµiJv Aocl3siv, Isoc. 53 A; Rom. 7•• 11
; cl:q,opµiJv cSta6Y0C1, 

Dern. 546"; 2 Cor. 5" (cf. L. and S.). It is best taken here in the 
sense of "opportunity." 't'TI aocp'll.( is a dative of advantage limiting 
cl:q,opµT)Y. The article is probably generic, as clearly in v.17, and the 
term is at least semi-personified. 

a>.M OLa Tijs a-yd1r11s oovXEvETE a>.>.11'>.ois' "but through lov~ 

be servants one of another." This is the apostle's antidote 

alike to the harmful restrictions of legalism and the dangers of 

freedom from law: love, expressed in mutual service. On what 

he means by a-yd1r11, see on v.6 and detached note on 'A-yd1r11, 

p. 519. The phase of love here emphasised is clearly that of· 

benevolence, desire for the well-being of others, leading to efforts 
on their behalf. oovXEvw, generally meaning "to yield obedi­

ence to," "to be in subjection to" (see 48 • 9), is evidently here 
employed in a sense corresponding to that which oov>.os some­

times has (cf. on 1 10), and meaning "to render service to," "to 

do that which is for the advantage of." Having urgently dis­
suaded the Galatians who were formerly enslaved to gods that 

are not really gods from becoming enslaved to law (49 51), he 

now, perhaps with intentional paradox, bids them serve one 

another, yet clearly not in the sense of subjection to the will, but 

of voluntary devotion to tht! welfare, of one another. CJ. Rom. 
12u-21 1416 1 Cor. u 25-33_ See also Mk. 935 1043, where, however, 
OLdKovos, not oov>.os, is used. The present tense of oov>.EvETE 
reflects the fact that what Paul enjoins is not a single act of 

service, nor an entrance into service, but a continuous attitude 
and activity. 

• A">.Af,. as often (cJ. Rom. 1 11 2 11, etc.) introduces the positive correla­

tive of a preceding negative statement or command (German, sondern). 
The article before cl:ydt'ITT)c; is demonstrative, either referring to v.•, or, 

perhaps, in view of the distance of this v., to that love which is char­

acteristic of the Christian life. CJ. 1 Cor. 131 141 Rom. 12 1• a,dt, as in 

a,cz ;cdtp1't'oc;, 1 11, marks its object as the conditioning cause, that the 

possession of which makes possible the action of the verb, rather than 
as instrument in the strict sense. CJ. note on a,dt in 1 1• 

14. o ·-yap 1ras vdµo,; EP M }.cfy'f' 1T'E7r'X17pwTaL, eP T/j, 

"'A-ya1r17uELs rov 1r>.11utov uov d>s O'Eavrdv." "For the whole 
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law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself." A striking paradox. Having devoted 
practically all his effort up to this point, directly or indirectly, to 

dissuading the Galatians from coming into bondage to the law 
by undertaking to obey its statutes, he now gives as the reason 

for their serving one another that thus they will fulfil the whole 

law. But the paradox is itself most instructive; for it shows 

that there was a sense of the word "law" according to which it 

was essential that its requirements be fully met by the Chris­
tian. CJ. Rom. 84• The explanation of the paradox lies partly 

in the diverse senses of the word "law," and the fact that the 

apostle employs it here not, as heretofore in the epistle, of its 

legalistic element, or of law legalistically interpreted, but of 
divine law conceived of as consisting in an ethical principle (see 

detached note on Noµos, V 2. (d), p. 458); partly, but to a less 

extent, in the difference between keeping statutes in slavish 
obedience and fulfilling law as the result of life by the Spirit. 

CJ. vv. 6, 16• The apostle's statements become intelligible and 

consistent only when it is recognised that he held that from the 
whole law as statutes, from the obligation to obey any of its 

statutes as such, men are released through the new revelation 

in Christ; and that, on the other hand, all that the law as an 

expression of the will of God really requires, when seen with 
eyes made discerning by experience, is love, and he who loves 

therefore fulfils the whole law. Statutes he will incidentally 

obey in so far as love itself requires it, but only so far, and in 
no case as statutes of the law. CJ. the apostle's bold application 

of this principle even to chastity in I Cor. 612, showing that in 

Paul's view even when things prohibited by the law were also 

excluded by love, it was on the latter ground, not the former, 

that they were to be avoided by the Christian. 

The precise meaning of this sentence turns in no small part on the 

meaning of ~'ltA1Jpw~a,, on which diverse interpretations have been 

put. It has been interpreted above as meaning "is fully obeyed." 
This interpretation demands substantiation. 'ltA'll?6«.>, a classical word, 

from }Eschylus and Herodotus down, means properly "to fill," "to 

make full"; its object is, therefore, a space empty or but partly filled. 
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In this sense it occurs rarely in N. T.: Mt. 13•• Lk. 3• Jn. 121• Em­
ployed tropically it signifies: 1. "to fill," "to fulfil," the object being 
thought of under the figure of a receptable or empty vessel. It is used 
(a) with a personal object and means, "to fill," "to supply abundantly": 

Act~ 13" Rom. 121
; (b) with an impersonal object, originally at least 

pictured to the mind as a receptacle to be filled, an empty form to be 

filled with reality; thus of a promise, prophecy, or statement of fact, 
"to satisfy the purport of," "to fit the terms of": Mt. 1" et freq. in 

Mt. Acts 1 11 318, etc.; of commands and laws, "to satisfy the require­

ments of," "to obey fully": Rom. 8• 13•, probably also Mt. 517 ; of 
needs, "to satisfy": Phil. 419• When the object is a task or course of 

action it means "to complete," "fully to perform": Mt .. 3" Lk. 71 

Acts 12" 14" Col. 417• 2. When the object is thought of as something 

incomplete, and requir\ng to be filled out to its normal or intended 
measure, its meaning is "to complete," "to make perfect": Mk. 1 11 

Jn. 7• 1511 16". In Rom. 8• 138 Paul uses the word as here with v6µoc;, 

and quite unambiguously in the sense, "fully. to obey"; this fact 
creates a strong presumption in favour of that meaning here. The 

use of the perfect tense, also, which might seem to favour the meaning 

"to make perfect" (the sentence in tliat case meaning, "the whole 
law stands complete, made perfect, in the one word," etc.) is suffi­

ciently explained by 'lte1r'1,:/Jpwxev in Rom. 131 : b TIZP &yo:'ltwv -tov lnpoy 

v6µov 'lCl!'lt):fipwxev, "he that loveth his neighbour stands in the position 
of having fulfilled law, is a fulfiller of law," the tense in both sentences 

being a gnomic perfect (BMT 79). The present sentence then means, 
"The whole law stands fully obeyed in (obedience to) one word," etc. 

So Luther's translation ( though freely expressed): "Alle Gesetze werden 

in einem Worte erfiillet"; Stage's German version: "Das ganze Gesetz 

findet seine Erfiillung in dem einen Worte"; so also Ell. Ltft. Sief., et al. 
The meaning (2) "is completed," though entirely possible in connection 

with such a word as v6µoc;, is practically excluded here (a) by 'ltiic; in 
b 'ltiic; v6µoc;, indicating that the apostle is speaking, not of the law as 

incomplete, but as already complete, and (b) by the evidence of Rom. 8• 

13• in favour of "fulfil." The meaning "is summed up" (so Weizs., 
"geht in ein Wort zusammen," and Stapfer, "se r~ume d'un seul 

mot") is also appropriate to the context and harmonious with ,:lie;, and 

repeats the thought of Paul in Rom. 13•. But it is opposed by the evi­
dence of Rom. 13•• •, where Paul using both ,:)..:rip6w and &vo:xecpo:)..o:,6w 

clearly distinguishes them in meaning, using the latter in the sense 

"to sum up" and the former to mean "fulfil," "obey fully," and by 
the fact that ,:)..:rip6w is never used in the sep.se which this interpretation 

requires either in N. T., the Lxx, or in any Greek writer so far as 

observed. Sief. cites thirteen of the older commentators and trans­

lators who take 'lCl!'ltATJp<,>'to:t in the sense of <XVO:XEf01Ao:1ou,;o:1. An 
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examination of nine of the ablest of these authorities shows no lexi­
cographical basis for the position taken. The strongest, though en­
tirely untenable, reason given is a comparison of 11:e11:1,:/1pw-tcu here with 

&vocxe~Aocto(mu in Rom. 13•, whereas the proper comparison is with 

11:e11:A'/Jpwxev in Rom. 13•. 

The position of 11:a<; between the article and the noun 116µ0<; is un­

usual; if a distinction is to be drawn between the more usual 11:ix<; o 
116µ0<; and the form here employed, the latter expresses more clearly 

the idea of totality, without reference to parts. See Butt., p. 120; 

Bl.-D. 275. 7; Acts 197 2018 27"; 1 Tim. 1u. The context makes it clear 

that the reference is to the law of God; but clearly also to the law of 
God as revealed in O. T., since it is this that has been the subject 

of discussion throughout the epistle. See detached note on N6µo,, 

V 2. (d), p. 459. 
A6yo,, meaning "utterance," "saying,"·" reason," etc., always has 

reference not to the outward form or sound, but to the inward content; 

here it evidently refers to the sentence following. CJ. Mt. 26" Lk. 717, 

etc. 
The sentence &:yoc11:1Jae1<; ••• aeocu-t6v is quoted from Lev. 1911, following 

the Lxx. &:yoctjaei<; clea~ly refers specially to the love of benevolence 
(see detached note on 'A yoc11:c!cw and 'A yc!c1tTJ). In the original passage, 

:i11:1~ :J2.).7 m'.'.1,t;I), J1."1, though in itself capable of being used colourlessly 

to denote another person without indication of the precise relationship, 

doubtless derives from the context ("Thou shalt not take vengeance, 

nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself") a specific reference to fellow Israelites. 
This limitation of the command, as, of course, also those passages 

which enjoin or express a hostile attitude to non-Israelites or to per­

sonal enemies (Deut. 23•-e 25 1'"'
1 Ps. 41 1• 69•2-2• 1091• 16), the apostle 

disregards, as he does the specific statutes of the law, such, e. g., as 

those requiring circumcision and the observance of days, which he 

conceived to be no longer valuable and valid. His affirmation is to be 

taken not as a verdict of mere exegesis, summing up with mathematical 

exactness the whole teaching of 0. T., and giving its precise weight 

to each phase of it, but as a judgment of insight and broad valuation, 

which, discriminating what is central, pervasive, controlling, from what 
is exceptional, affirms the former, not introducing the latter even as a 

qualification but simply ignoring it. It is improbable that he drew a 

sharp distinction between portions of the law, and regarded those which 

were contrary to the spirit of love or not demanded by it as alien 

elements intruded into what was otherwise good; at least he never in­
timates such a discrimination between good and bad parts of the 
law. Rather, it would seem, he looked at the law as a whole, as one 

might view a building many parts of which taken alone are without 
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form or comeliness, yet which as a whole is wholly beautiful. Its 

total meaning was to him love; and this was the law of God; the 
parts as such had for him no authority. 

15. EL 5e aX,\17AOVS odKPETE Ka£ KaTEtTfJ(ETE, fJXeTrETE µ;, tnr· 
aXX,jXwv avaXwfJfjTE. "But if ye are biting and devouring one 

another, take heed lest ye be consumed by one another." The 

form of the conditional clause and the tense of the verbs imply 

that the apostle has in mind a condition which he knows to be, 

or thinks may be, even now existing. It would but slightly 

exaggerate this suggestion to translate, "If ye continue your 

biting and devouring of one another." What the condition 

was to which he referred neither the passage nor the context 

discloses; most probably it was strife over the matters on 

which the judaisers were disturbing them. 

The verbs O(Xl(.Y<,), :1t<X1:ea6lw, <X11<XAla:1tlt> (all of common use in classical 

writers, the first two from Homer down, the third from Pindar down) 

suggest wild animals engaged in deadly struggle. The order is cli­
mactic, the first and second by virtue of their respective meanings, 

the third in relation to the other two by virtue of their tenses, 1iibtve1:a 

and :1t<X1:ea6le1:e being conative presents and ciV<XAlt>Oi)1:e a resultative 

aorist. 

16. Ae"(W oe, 'TrPEvµan 7rEpL7raTELTE Ka£ hL0vµ{av tTapKoS 

ol, µ~ TEXetTrJTE. "But I say, Walk by the Spirit and ye will 

not fulfil the desire of the flesh." The use of the phrase Xe"(w 

oe, not strictly necessary to the expression of the thought, 

throws emphasis upon the statement thus introduced. CJ. 
317 41 5 2 Rom. 1018

• 
19 u 1

• 
11 158 1 Cor. 10

29 
2 Cor. u 16

• By 
1rvEvµan Paul undoubtedly refers to the Spirit of God as in 

v.5• So also tTdp~ manifestly has the same ethical meaning as 

in v. 13• (See detached note on ITvEuµa, III B. 1. (c), p. 491, and 

'I.dp~ 7, p. 493.) TrEPLTraTELTE is a true imperative in force, 

while also serving as a protasis to the apodosis ol, µ~ TEMtTrJTE. 

BMT 269. The tense of the imperative denoting action in 

progress is appropriately used of that which the Galatians were 

already doing; cl 33 55
• Over against the danger spoken of in 

v.16 and the possible suggestion of the judaisers to the Gala-
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tians, or the fear of the Galatians themselves, that without the 

pressure of the law constraining them to do right they_ would 
fall into sinful living, Paul enjoins them to continue to govern 

their conduct by the inward impulse of the Spirit, and emphati­

cally assures them that so doing they will not yield to the 

power within them that makes for evil. The type of life which 

he thus commends to them is evidently the same which in 
vv.6, 6 he has described in the words, "For we by the Spirit, by 

faith, wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth anything nor uncircumcision, but 

faith working through love"; in 2 20 in the words, "It is no 

longer I that live but Christ that liveth in me, and the life that 

I now live in the flesh, I live by faith, faith upon the Son of 

God"; and which is described below in v.18 in the words, "If 
ye are led by the Spirit," and in v.25, "If we live by the Spirit." 

On the identity experientially of life by the Spirit, and the life 

of Christ within, seep. 222. 

The word 'ltept'lCOC't'ew, which Paul uses in this epistle here only, is of 
frequent occurrence in his other writings. Occurring in the synoptic 
gospels exclusively, -and in the Gospel of John, Revelation, and Acts 
almost exclusively, in the literal sense, it appears in Paul and the 
epistles of John exclusively in the figurative sense, with the meaning 
"to live," "to conduct one's self." See, e. g., Rom. 6• 8• 2 Cor. 10•. 

This idea is very frequently expressed in Hebrew by 11:;, and is 

occasionally reproduced in the Lxx by uptm't'ew (2 Kgs. 2d' Prov. 
8'° Eccl. u•), but far more commonly by 1t0pe6w (Ps. 11 261, 11 et freq.). 

As compared with the parallel expressions in v. 18 (&yea6e) and in v.u. 

~w[J.ev), upt'ICoc't'eiu emphasises the outward life, conduct, as against 
surrender of will to the divine guidance (v.11), and participation in moral 

life through mystical union (v."). 
The absence of the article with 'ICYe6µoc't't and with both i1tt6uµ!ocv 

and aocpl<.6c; emphasises the contrast in character between the Spirit­
controlled type of life and that which is governed by impulse of the 

flesh. CJ. 3•, though the meaning of the word aczp~ is different there. 
On the different senses in which the words 'ICYeuµoc and aczp~ are set in 
antithesis to one another, see detached note on Ilveuµoc and ~cxpe, p. 494. 

Te:>.iw, a word common in Greek writers, from Homer down, signi­
fies, as its relation to 't'&Aoc; suggests, "to bring to an end," "to com­
plete," "to perfect"; hence of a task, promise, and the like, "to fulfil." 
In N. T. it means: 1. "to finish"; 2. "to perform," "execute," 
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"fulfil"; 3. "to pay." It is manifestly used here in the second sense, 
e1«8u1,1,£a crap:it6c; being conceived of as a demand, which, the apostle 

affirms, they will not fulfil. ou 1-LTJ 't'eA.fo'l)'t'e is equivalent to an em­
phatic promissory future (BMT 172) expressing, not a command, but 
a strong assurance that if they walk by the Spirit they will not, in fact, 
fulfil the flesh-lust, but will be able to resist and conquer it. For 

though ou µiJ with a subj. is occasionally used to express prohibition 

in classical writers, Lxx, and N. T. (GMT 297, BMT 167), yet both 
the general situation, which requires that the Galatians shall not so 

much be commanded as assured of the safety of the course enjoined 
in '1Cept1t<X't'ai't'e, and the immediate context (vv. 17, 11) favour an asser­

tive and predictive sense rather than the rarely occurring imperative 
force. 

'E1t18uµ!a and e1tt8uµw, both occurring in classical writers from 

Herodotus down, properly express desire of any kind (e11:!-8uµ6,;, 

"heart for," "impulse towards"). In classical writers e'ICt8uµ!a means 

"desire," "yearning," "longing": Hdt. 1"; Thuc. 6. 131; with object. 
gen.:Thuc. 2. 52 1; Antipho, u5". See also Aristot. Rhet. 1.100 (1369a•): 
&'t'e 'lta:v.a llcra 1tp&:=ucrtv &:v&:y:it'I) 'ICpa:'t"t'etY ot' a!-r:la,; i1C't'a:, 1lt<i 't'U)';'l)Y, 

ot<i qiucrw, otd: ~lav, ot' !80,;, ot<i ),,oyccrµ6v, otd: 8uµ6v, 1lt' e11:18uµ!av 

... (1369 b), ot' E1tt8uµ(av 1le 'ltpa:'t''t'E't'<Xt llcra qia(ve't'<Xt -1J1lea. The de­

sires that are~ related to the senses (in this general sense, sensual) 

Plato calls al :ita't'd: 't'o cr<i>IL<X e'ICt8u1,1,!at (Phaed. 82 C). CJ. Diog. Laert. 
VII 1" (po). In the Lxx and Apocr. e1tt8uµ!a occurs frequently, 

being used of desire shown by the context to be good (Ps. 3710), or evil 

(Prov. 12"), or without implication of moral quality (Deut. 12"• "· 11). 

When it is employed of evil desire this is either indicated by some term 

of moral quality, as in Prov. 12", or as in Sir. 5• 18'°· ", by such a lim­
itation as crou or :itapola,; crou, the evil lying in the element of selfish­

ness or wilfulness; when sexual desire is referred to, this idea is not at 

all in the word but in the limitations of it (Sir. 204). In 4 Mac . 
.!1tt8uµ!at is a general term for the desires, which the author says can 
not be eradicated, but to which reason ought not to be subjected; in 21 

it is used of sexual desire defined as such by the limiting words; only 
in 11 does it stand alone, apparently meaning evil desire, perhaps sex­

ual, being classed with yacr't'ptµapy!a, gluttony, as one of the feelings 

(1t&:8'1); cf. on 1t&:8'1)1,1,a, v.") that are opposed to sobriety (crwqipocruY'I)). 

e1tt8uµew in classical writers is likewise a term without moral implica­

tion, signifying "to desire." In the Lxx and Apocr., also, it is a 

neutral term, being used of desire for that which is good (Ps. u9"• •• 

Isa. 58• Wisd. 6"), of desire which it is wrong to cherish (Ex. 2017 Prov. 

21"), and without moral implication (Gen. 31•• 2 Sam. 23"). The 

same is true of the verb in N. T.; it is used of good (Mt. 1317 1 Tim. 31) 

or evil desire (Rom. 7' 13•) according to the requirements of the con-
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text. It is clearly without moral colour in the present passage. The 

noun also, as used in N. T., carries in itself no moral implication 

(Lk. 22" r Thes. 2 11 Phil. r 23). When it is used of evil desire this quality 

is usually indicated by a limitation of the word, or by such limitation 

combined with the larger context (Jn. 8 .. Rom. r" Col. 3•, etc.). And 

though there appears in N. T. a tendency (of which there are perhaps 

the beginnings in Sir. and 4 Mac. also) to use e1tt8uµlcx for evil desire 

without qualifying word (see Rom. 7'· • Jas. r"), it remains for the most 

part a word of neutral significance without distinctly moral colour. The 

idea of sensuality conveyed by the word "lust" as used in modem 

English belongs neither to the verb e1tt8uµew nor to the noun e1tt6u[J.lcx 

in themselves, and is, indeed, rather rarely associated with them even 

by the context. In the case of the noun the implication of ~ (not 

necessarily sensuality) is beginning in N. T. times to attach itself to 

its use. 

17. ~ -yap <Tap~ e1r,0uµE'Z KaTa TOV 11"1/Evµaros, TO ae 11"1/EVµa 

KaTa r,f}s <TapKos, Tavra -yap aXX,jXo,s avTtKELTaL, 'lva µ~ a, 
eav 0e?..17TE Tavra 11"0L,f}TE. "For the desire of the flesh {; 

against that of the Spirit, and the desire of the Spirit against 

that of the flesh; for these are opposed to one another, that 
whatsoever ye will ye may not do." -ydp is confirmatory and 

thewlio1e sentence a proof of the statement of v.16, that walking 

by the Spirit will not issue in subjection to the flesh. <1dp~ 

and <TapKoS evidently have the same meaning as <TapKoS in v.16, 

but for the qualitative use of that verse the apostle substitutes 
a generic use of <Tdp~ with the article, by which the force for 
evil is objectified. So also 1rvevµa and 1rvEvµaros retain the 

meaning of 1r11Evµan in v.16, save that by the use of the article 

they become definite, pointing directly to the Spirit of God, 

rather than referring to it qualitatively as ill v.16. Tavra -yap 

•.• avTtKELTaL is probably not simply a repetition in general 

terms of ~ -yap .•• r,f}s <TapKos, in which case it adds nothing 

to the thought. More probably the first part of the v. having, 

consistently with the point of view of v.16, spoken of Spirit and 

flesh as mutually antagonistic forces, there is at ravra -ydp a 

change in point of view, these and the following words referring 

to the conflict which takes place between these two in the soul 

of which neither is in full possession, as proof of their mutual 

antagonism. To the thought of the whole v. there is an approx-
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imate parallel in the antithesis between Satan and the Spirit 
in Mk. 323 •

27
• The use of bnfJvµ,E'i with <J'ap~ and its antithesis 

to 1rvEvµ,a in a personal sense involves a rhetorical personifica­
tion of <J'dpt but not a conception of it as actually personal. 

On the question precisely what -ra:u-ta: • • . &:vtlim-ra:t means, and 
whether Yva: • • . itotij-re depends on this or the preceding clause, in 
which is also involved the question whether y&;p after -ra:0-ra: is explan­

atory or confirmatory, and whether the clause introduced by it is paren­

thetical, the following data are to be considered: 

1. There is no sufficient warrant in the usage of the period for taking 
Yva: in a purely ecbatic sense, and Yva: • • . itotij-re as a clause of 

actual result. Nor can this clause be regarded as a clause of con­

ceived result (BMT 218), since the principal clause refers not to a 
conceived situation (denied to be actual, as in r Thes. 5•, or asked 

about as in Jn. 9•, or affirmed as necessary as in Heb. 10"), but to one 
directly and positively affirmed. Nor are any of the other sub-telic 
usages of Yva: clauses possible here; apparently it must be taken as 

purely telic. This fact forbids taking & ea:v OD, 1J't• as referring to the 

things which one naturally, by the flesh, desires, and understanding 
the clause as an expression of the beneficent result of walking by the 

Spirit. CJ. also Rom. 711, where similar language is used of a state 
regarded as wholly undesirable. 

2. This clause also excludes understanding the whole verse as refer­
ring to a· conflict between the flesh and the Spirit as forces in them­

selves, without reference to any experience of the reader. 

3. On the other hand, to interpret the first clause, -ri ya:p • • • o-a:p~6<; 

in an experiential sense makes -ra:u-ra: • . • &:vt(~et-ra:t a meaningless 

and obstructive repetition of the preceding statement. 

It seems best, therefore, to understand the sentence from -ri ya:p to 
aa:~6<; as referring to the essential contrariety of the two forces ·as 
such. This contrariety the apostle adduces as proof (y&;p) of the 

statement of v. 16 (they will not come under the power of the flesh by 
coming under the Spirit, for the two forces are of precisely opposite 

tendency), and in turn substantiates it by appeal to their own experi­
ence, the reference to their experience being intimated by the use of 

the second person in the telic clause. The change in point of view 

from essential contrariety to that of experience is, then, at -ra:0-ra: y&p, 

y&p being not explanatory but confirmatory. 

What condition that is in which the internal conflict described in 
v."b ensues is suggested (a) by ilito v6µ.ov of v.1• (see notes below), 

itself apparently suggested by the thought of v."b; (b) by reference 

to Rom. 6", where, after urging his readers not to continue in sin, the 

apostle abruptly introduces the expression ilito v6µ.ov in such a way as 
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to show that, though he has not previously in this chapter spoken of 
the law, he has all the time had in mind that it is under law that 

one is unable to get the victory over sin; (c) by comparison of Rom. 

7''-8•, in whi6h the apostle sets forth the conflict which ensues when 
one strives aft~r righteousness under law, and from which escape is 
possible only through the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, free­

ing one from that other law which, though it can command the good, 

can not achieve it. 
"Iva . . . ,rotiin as a pure final clause is to be understood not as 

expressing the purpose of God, this conflict being represented as a 
thing desired by him (for neither is the subject of the sentence a word 
referring to God, nor is the thought thus yielded a Pauline thought), 

nor of the flesh alone, nor of the Spirit alone, but as the purpose of 
both flesh and Spirit, in the sense that the flesh opposes the Spirit that 

men may not do what they will in accordance with the mind of the 
Spirit, and the Spirit opposes the flesh that they may not do what 
they will after the flesh. Does the man choose evil, the Spirit opposes 

him; does he choose good, the flesh hinders him. 

18. EL oe 'TrllEvµan a:yeu0e, OUK €UTE inro 110µ011. "But if ye 

are led by the Spirit, ye are not under law." In this sentence 
the apostle harks back for a moment to the point of view of the 

first part of the chapter, vv.1•6, complementing the statement of 

v.16, that to walk by the Spirit does not involve subjection to 
the flesh, by the assertion that to be led by the Spirit is not to 

be under law. Clearly, therefore, life by the Spirit constitutes 

for the apostle a third way of life distinct both on the one hand 

from legalism and on the other from that which is characterised 

by a yielding to the impulses of the flesh. It is by no means a 

middle course between them, but a highway above them both, 

a life of freedom from statutes, of faith and love. The intro­

duction of the statement at this point may be due to a desire, 

even in the midst of the warning against the danger of convert­

ing freedom into an occasion to the flesh, to guard his readers 

against supposing that he is now really retracting what he has 

sajd before, and turning them back to legalism disguised as a 
life under the leading of the Spirit. This was an entirely pos­

sible danger for those to whose thought there were only the 

two possibilities, restraint by law or no restraint. Or perceiv­

ing that what he had said in v.17 about the contrariety of the 
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1
selves in whom both Spirit and flesh are still working, might 
seem to justify a doubt whether to walk by the Spirit after all 
assures one the victory over the flesh, and having in mind that 
it is in the case of those who are under law that the conflict is 
thus indecisive, he answers the doubt by saying, "But this does 
not apply to you who walk by the Spirit; for if ye are led by 
the Spirit ye are not under law." There seems no decisive 
ground of choice between these two explanations of the occa­

sion of the sentence; its meaning remains the same in either 
case. 1r11Evµ,an is here, as in v.16, the Holy Spirit, qualita­

tively spoken of. That the term is nevertheless distinctly in­
dividual is shown by the connection with the verb a"(EuBE, 

which, though practically synonymous with the 1rEpL1raTEtTE 

of v.16, emphasises the voluntary subjection of the will to the 
Spirit, as 7rEPLW-aTEtTE on the other hand makes prominent the 

conformity of conduct to the guidance of the Spirit, and twµ,Ev 

in v.25 the intimate and vital nature of the relation of the Chris­
tian to the Spirit. CJ. Rom. ,814: O<J'OL "(ap 'TrllEVµ,an 8EOv 
a"(OVTaL, Of/TOL vlot 8EOv EL<J'{v. The conditional clause ex­

pressing a present particular supposition cQnveys a suggestion, 
as in 1rEpL1raTEtTE, of continuance of action in progress, "If ye 
are continuing to be led by the Spirit." tnro 110µ,011 is undoubt­

edly to be taken, as elsewhere in the epistle (cf. 323 44• 5• 21), as 
referring to that legalistic system from which it is the apostle's 
aim to keep his readers free. To understand the word in· the 
ethical sense in which it is used in v.14 would immediately bring 
the statement into conflict with the plain implication of vv.11• 14• 

Any other sense than one of these two is wholly foreign to the 

context. 
19. cf,avEpa oe J<J'TLII Ta lp"(a Tijs <J'ap,cos, "Now the works 

of the flesh are manifest." Having in v.17 affirmed the mutual 
antipathy of Spirit and flesh, the apostle now reverts to that 
statement (oe is resumptive), and explicates it by enumerating 

the respective manifestations of the two, doubtless having in 
mind, as he writes this sentence, the content not only of vv.10, 21, 

but also of vv.22• 13• The purpose of both enumerations is, of 
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course, the same as that of the whole paragraph from vv. 14-ts, 
viz., to enforce the exhortation of v.13h, not to convert their lib­

erty into an occasion to the. flesh, but to rule their lives by love, 

which is itself to be achieved by living by the Spirit. This the 

repellent catalogue of vices is well calculated to do. 

~oc111p6~ (cf. 1 Cor. 311 14", etc.) signifies" open, evident," so that any 
one may see, hence, "wtll-k.nown." The appeal is to common knowl­
edge. l!pyoc is probably to be taken in the active sense, deeds, rather 
than in the passive, products; for though the latter sense is occasionally 
found, 1 Cor. 3"• 16 (sing.), Acts 7" (plur.), yet Paul always uses i!pyoc 

(plur.) in the active sense. The term as here used may be associated in 
his mind with the lpyoc v61.1.0u so often spoken of in the epistle. For that 
he regarded life under law as tending to produce sinful deeds is clear 
from Rom. 614 77

•21• Yet "t"IZ l!pyoc "t"ij~ aocpx.6~ is not here equivalent to 
l!pyoc v61.1.0u; for by the latter phrase he designates not such evil deeds 
of sensuality, violence, etc., as are here enumerated, but the deeds of 
obedience to statutes which fall short of righteousness because they 
lack the inner spirit of faith and love. 'ltopveloc, etc., could not be 
called l!pyoc v61.1.0u in Paul's sense of this term. 

linvd E<J'TLP 1ropvEta, aKa0aputa, a<TlA'YELa, 20. E1.owho­
>..a.Tpta, cf,apµaKta,! lx0pat, lpts, f fjMs, 0vµot, ept0tat, OLXO<J'Ta­

utat, alpe<TELS, 21. 'cf,0&vot, µefJaL, KroµoL, Kai, Ta iJµota TOVTOLS, 

"which are fornication, uncleanness, wantonness; idolatry, 

witchcraft; enmities, strife, jealousy, angers, self-seekings, par­

ties, divisions, envyings; drunkenness, carousings, and the 

things like these." The words in this list of vices fall into 

four groups, indicated by the punctuation of the translation. 

The first group includes three sins in which sensuality in the 

narrower sense is prominent; the second ·includes two that are 

associated with heathen religions, the ~ group contains eight 

in which the element of conflict with others is present; the 
fourth consists of drunkenness and its natural accompaniments. 

After l!:x.6pat, some authorities (CKL al pier.) maintain the plural 
to the end of the list, reading l!pet~ and !;ijAot, and after ,p66vot add 
f6vot. This text Sd. adopts. The text above is that of ~B, sup­
ported by other pre-Syrian authorities (varying somewhat in the case 
of each word), and is clearly the original. 

On &"t"tvoc, see note on 4", p. 257. &"t"tv& !a"t"tv may mean "of which 
class are" (so Ell. and substantially Ltft.), but the evidence is by no 
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means decisive for this meaning in general, and in this passage it is 
the less probable because the idea "with others of the same class" 
supposed to be conveyed by the compound form is expressed in the 
words :>tat 1:cl: Bµ.ota -rou-rot,; in v.21. 

Ilopve(a, rarely used in the classics (the lexicons give en:. from Dern. 
only) but frequent in the Lxx and in N. T., probably signified origi­

nally "prostitution" (cf. 11:6pVI), "a prostitute," probably related to 
dp\l'l)µ.t, "to sell [slaves]," prostitutes being commonly bought slaves), 

but in biblical writings, (1) "unlawful sexual intercourse" (11:6pvo,; in 
the classics usually meant one guilty o·f unnatural vice) whether in­

volving violation of marriage or not: Gen. 38" Hos. 1• Mt. 5" Acts 
15"• ", etc., and (2) tropically, "the worshipping of other ,gods than 

Jehovah": Hos. 5• Isa. 57• Ezek. 1615 Jn. 8" (?) Rev. 2 21 921, etc. Here 
evidently, in the literal sense, "fornication." On the prevalence of this 
vice among Gentiles, and the tendency even in the Christian church 

to regard it as innocent, see 1 Cor. 5•• 10 612lf·, and commentaries on 
the latter passage, esp. Mey.; 1 Thes. 4•ff-. 

'A:>ta6apaCa, employed in Hippocrates and Plato of the uncleanness 

of a sore or wound, and in Demosthenes of moral depravity, is used in 
the Lxx either of ceremonial impurity, Lev. 5• et freq. (so in 2 Chron. 

29•• 11, or perhaps in the more literal sense, "dirt"), as in Pap. Oxyr. 

VIII u2826, or of "moral impurity," "wickedness," with no special 

emphasis on sexual vice: Prov. 611 (Lxx); 1 Esdr. 1 41 Ezek. 9•, etc. In 

N. T. once only of physical filth, or of that which is ceremonially defil­

ing, Mt. 23" (yet even here as a figure for wickedness); elsewhere of 

moral impurity. The latter instances ~re all in Paul (Rom. 1" 611, etc.) 
and seven out of the nine stand in association with 11:opvela or other 

word denoting sexual vice. It is probable, therefore, that in the pres­

ent instance also the apostle has in mind especially sins of the flesh 

in the narrower sense, a:>ta6apaCa being a somewhat broader term 
even than 11:opvela. CJ. Eph. 5•, 11:opve!a oe :>tat <X,t1X80tpal0t 11:ciaa. 

• AcrfJ..reta, of doubtful etymology, is used by Greek authors with the 
meaning "wantonness," "violence"; so in Plato, Isreus, Demosthenes, 

Aristotle. In Polyb. 37. 2• the addition of the words itept -rcl:c; 

alilµ.ot't't:>td:,; litt6uµ.la,; makes it refer especially to lewdness, yet 

ciat).reta itself means simply "wantonness." It is not found in the 
Lxx (canonical books), and in the Apocr. only in Wisd. 1421 and 

3 Mac. 2", in the former passage with probable reference to sensuality, 

lewdness; in the latter without indication of such limitation. In N. T. it 

occurs in Mk. 7" without restriction to sensual sin, in 1 Pet. 4• 2 Pet. 

2•• ,. ", without decisive indication of this limitation. CJ. Trench, 

Synom. § XVI, who gives further evidence that aat). rsta is not exclu­

sively "lasciviousness," but "wantonness," "unrestrained wilfulness." 

Yet in view of Paul's association of it elsewhere with words denoting 
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sensuality (Rom. 13" 2 Cor. 1211 Eph. 410) and its grouping here with 
'll:Op111!G1 and <iltG16ixpa!G1, it is probable that it refers here especially to 

wantonness in sexual relations. Like <Xl!.G16G1pa!G1, less specific than 

'ltopva!G1, and referring to any indecent conduct, whether involving 
violation of the person or not, d:aD,ystGl differs from a>tG16G1pa!G1 in 

that the latter emphasises the grossness, the impurity of the conduct, the 
former its wantonness, its unrestrainedness. Lightfoot's distinction: 

"A man may be a:l!.<X6G1p't'oc; and hide his sin; he does not become d:as).. yii,; 

until he shocks public decency" seems scarcely sustained by the usage 

of the words. d:aeAystG1 is, indeed, unrestrained, but not necessarily 
public, and <Xl!.Gl6G1pa!G1 carries no more suggestion of secrecy than 

d:afiyatGl, CJ. Eph. 4u, 

E!llw)..01,,G1't'p!G1, not found in classic writers or in the Lxx, occurs in 
N. T. (1 Cor. 10" Col. 3• 1 Pet. 4•) and thereafter in ecclesiastical 

writers. Greek writers did not use s!llwAov with specific reference to 
the gods of the Gentiles or their images, and the term E!llw)..o)..G1't'p!G1 

apparently arose on Jewish soil. e!1lw)..ov, signifying in the Lxx and 

N. T. either the image of the god (Acts 7" Rev. 9••) or the god repre­
sented by the image (1 Cor. 8•· 7 1019), e!llw)..o)..G1't'p!G1 doubtless shared 

its ambiguity, denoting worship of the image or of the god represented 

by it. 
cl>G1pµGll!.!G1 [or -e!G1], a classical word occurring from Plato down, is 

derived from qiapµGll!.ov, which from Homer down denotes a drug, 
whether harmful or wholesome. q,ixpµG1l!.!G1 signifies in general the use 
of drugs, whether helpfully by a physician, or harmfully, hence poison­

ing. In Demosthenes, Aristotle, Polybius, and the Lxx it is used of 

witchcraft"(because witches employed drugs). In Isa. 47• it is a syn­
onym of i'ltixocllii, enchantment (cf. also Philo, Migr. Abr. 83, 85 (15); 

1 Enoch, chap. VIII, Syn.). In the Lxx the word is uniformly em­
ployed in a bad sense, of witchcrafts or enchantments: of the Egyp­

tians (Exod. 711, "), of the Canaanites (Wisd. 12•), of Babylon (Isa. 

47•, 11). So also in N. T. passages, Rev. 921 (WH. text 'PGIP!J.Gll!.Giv, mg. 

flXPIJ.Gll!.tG>v, as also Tdf.); 1821 (the latter referring, like Isa. 47'· 11, 

to Babylon), and in the present passage, the reference is to witchcraft, 
sorcery, magic art of any kind, without special reference to the use of 

drugs. The meaning "poisoning" (Demosthenes, Polybius) is excluded 

here by the combined evidence of contemporary usage and the asso­
ciation with e!clw)..o)..G1't'p!G1. On the prevalence of witchcraft and its 

various forms, see Acts 8•1f. 13•tr. 19131f. 2 Tim. 311; Ltft. ad loc.; Bible 

Dictionaries, under "Magic," and literature cited there and in Ltft. 

"Ex6pG1t, a classical word, from Pindar down, occurs frequently in 
the Lxx and N. T. Standing at the beginning of the third group it 
gives the key-note of that group. It is the opposite of d:y&'lt'I), denoting 

"enmity," "hostility," in whatever form manifested. 



"Ep1,;, a classical word, of frequent occurrence from Homer down; 
in Homer of "contention," "rivalry," "strife for prizes," also "fight­
ing," "strife"; after Homer "strife," "discord," "quarrel," "wran­
gling," "contention." It occurs in Ps. 139" (B); Sir. 2811 40•• •,in the 
latter two passages in an enumeration of the co=on ills of life. The 
nine N. T. instances are all found in the epistles ascribed to Paul. 

ZT)Aoc; occurs in classical writers from Hesiod down; by Plato and 
Aristotle it is classed as a noble passion, "emulation," as opposed to 
q,fJ6voc;, "envy";, but in Hesiod is already used as equivalent to ip86voc;. 

In the Lxx used for M~¾i?, but with considerable variety of mean­

ing. The co=on element in all the uses of the word is its expression 
of an intense feeling, usually eager desire of some kind. In the Lxx 
and N. T. three meanings may be recognised: (1) "intense devotion 
to, zeal for, persons or things" (Ps. 6910, quoted in Jn. 2 11, 1 Mac. 2" 

Rom. 10• 2 Cor 71 Phil. 3•); (2) "anger," perhaps always with the 
thought that it arises out of devotion to another person or thing (Num. 
2511b Ezek. 23" Acts 511 13" Heh. 10", the last a quotation from the 
Lxx); (3) "jealousy," the unfriendly feeling excited by another's pos­
session of good, or "envy," the eager desire for possession created by 
the spectacle of another's possession (Cant. 8• Eccl. 4• 91 Rom. 1311 

1 Cor .. 3• Jas. 3"• 11). In the present passage it is clearly used in the 
last-named sense. 

8uµ6,;, a classical word in frequent use from Homer down, signifying 
"breath;>' "soul," "spirit," "heart" (as the seat of emotion, both 
the gentler and the more turbulent, and as the seat of thought), "tem­
per," "courage," "anger." It occurs very frequently in the Lxx, 
translating various Hebrew words, and in the Apocr. (over three hun­
dred times in all). Its meanings are (1) "disposition·" (Wisd. 7••); 
(2) "courage" (2 Mac. 721); but in the great majority of cases both in 
Lxx and Apocr. (3) "anger," occasionally in the expressions 11 6p'J'TJ 

'toii Ouµoii and b Ouµoc; 'tT)<; 6p'J'T)<;; it is ascribed both to God and to 
men.* In N. T. the Apocalypse uses it (a) in the meaning "wrath"; 
with reference to the wrath of God in 1410, 11 151, 1 161, 11 1911 (in 1611 and 
1911 in the phrase o Ouµo,; 'tT)<; 6p'J'T)<;); of the rage of Satan in 1211, and 
(b) with the meaning, "ardour," "passion," in the expression o Ouµoc; 'tT)c; 

'll:opva!a:c; a:u'tT),; in 14• 18•. Elsewhere in N. T. it means "anger": 

of men in Lk. 4" Acts 19" 2 Cor. 12to Gal. s•• Eph. 411 Col. 31 

Heh. n 17 ; of God in Rom. 2• only. As compared with 6p'J'fl, Ouµ6c; 

denotes an outburst of passion, 6P'J'Tl a more settled indignation; in 
accordance with which distinction Ouµ6c; tends to be used of the repre­

hensible anger of men, 6P'J'TJ of the righteous wrath of God. Yet the 

• The apparent Lxx use of 8vµo< in the sense of poison (Deut. 3211, 11 Ps. 57 (58)• Job 20" 

Am. 6") almost certainly arises from infelicitous translation of the Hebrew rather than from 

a usage of the Greek word in that sense. 
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distinction is not steadfastly maintained, as appears from the facts 
above stated, and especially from the occurrence of the expressions 
8u11,b,; 6pyij,; and 6py-lJ 6u11,oii. The meaning of the word in the present 
passage is its most common one in biblical writers, "anger," "passion­
ate outburst of hostile feeling." 

'Ept61<X (of uncertain etymology, but having no relation to !pt,; and 
doubtful relation to !ptov, wool) is cognate with lpt6oc;, "a day­
labourer," "a wage-eariier"1fi'om Homer down), specifically -Ii lpt6oc;, 

"a woman weaver," Dem. r3r3•; in this sense in the only Lxx instance, 
Isa. 3812• eptOl<X first appears in Aristotle, when it means "canvassing 
for office" (Pol. 5. 2• [1303 b14]) but by Hesychius and Suidas is defined 
as "working for hire." In Polyb. ro. 25 1 the verb ept6euo.i-<Xt, used 
also by Aristotle in the passage just quoted, means "to seek the political 
co-operation of," "to inveigle into one's party," but in Tob. 2 11 still 
means "tolabourfor wages," ormoreprobably "to spin." InPhilo,II 
555 (Mangey) ixvepl6eu-.oc; is used in connection with ixq,tA6vetitoc; 

(-/ire.i-ov!<X i!l' ixq,tMvetll.Oc; it<Xl ixvepl6eu-.oc; 6p8-IJ .i-6vlJ), apparently mean­
ing] "without self-seeking." It is thus evident that though the 
extant examples of the noun are relatively few (more in N. T. than 
in all previous literature so far as noted), yet the word had a long his­
tory and probably bore side by side both its original meaning, "work­
ing for wages," and its derived sense, referring to office-seeking. The 
paucity of other examples gives to the N. T. instances a special value 
for lexicography. When these are examined it appears that in none 
of them is either the literal sense or precisely the Aristotelian sense 
of office-seeking possible. It remains, therefore, to seek a mean­
ing cognate with the meanings elsewhere vouched for and consonant 
with the context of the N. T. passages. Examination of the passages 
from this point of view suggests two meanings: (r) "self-seeking," 
"selfishness." (2) "factiousness," "party spirit." The former of 
these is easily derivable from the original sense, "working for wages," 
and is appropriate to the context of all the examples (Rom. 2• 21Cor. 
12•• Phil. r 17 2• Jas. 314• 11 et h.l.). The second is cognate with the 
Aristotelian sense, "office-seeking," and is appropriate to some of the 
passages (2 Cor. 12•• Phil. 1 17 2• et h.l.), less so to the other passages, 

and distinctly inappropriate to Rom. 2•. Respecting this last-named 
passage it should be observed (a) that there is nothing in the context 
to suggest the meaning "party spirit"; (b) that the term denotes what 
is for the apostle the very root-vice of all sin; it is certainly more prob­
able that he found this in selfishness, the antithesis of the all-inclusive 
virtue, love, than in so specialised a form of selfishness as party spirit; 
(c) that the expression -.olc; i!ls a~ ept61<Xc; a:1tet8ouat tjj ,i),:l)Oeli in 
effect repeats the idea of -.6iv -.-/iv &:),:1)6et<Xv av &:i!ltx.li it<X-.e:x;6v-.CJ>v 

(Rom. 1 11), and that this phrase neither in itself, nor by its further 



v, 20 

explication in the context, refers specifically to party spirit, but does 
by its contextual definition refer to the self-willed, self-seeking spirit. 
We seem, therefore, justified in deciding that ep,8!,x in N. T. means 
"self-seeking," "selfish devotion to one's own interest"; that this 
is a possible meaning for all the instances; but that "party spirit" is 
in some passages a possible alternative. In the present passage the 
use of the plural might seem to favour the second meaning, or, rather, 
the corresponding concrete sense, factions. But there is no evidence 
to show that the word had such a concrete sense, and both the mean­
ing of the word l!pr,x (v.19) and the use of other abstract terms in this 
passage in the plural (to designate various instances or manifestations 
of the kind of conduct expressed by the noun) deprive this argument 
of any force. The position of ept6l,xt between 6up.ol and 01:x;oa-r,xa/,xt 

is consistent with either meaning; if ep16l,xt means self-seekings, this 
is naturally followed by terms denoting those things to which such self­
seekings lead, 01:x;oa-r,xal,xt and ,xlpfoetc;; if it means efforts to advance 
one's party, actions inspired by party-spirit, it stands as the first in a 
group of three nearly synonymous terms. On the whole the prepon­
derance is slightly, though only slightly, in favour of that meaning 
which is for the N. T. as a whole best established, "self-seeking," 
" selfishness." 

Ai:x;oa-r,xa/,x, a classical word, used by Herodotus and Solon in the 
sense of ,"dissension," by Theognis, meaning "sedition," is not found 
in the Lxx; occurs in Apocr. in 1 Mac. 3" only, with the meaning "dis­
sension"; is found in N. T. here and Rom. 1617 only; in both cases in 
the plural and without doubt meaning "dissensions." 

A?pea,c;, in classical writers, has two general meanings, one.asso­
ciated with the active meaning of the cognate verb, ,xlpw, hence "a 
taking," "capture" (Hdt.), the other with the meaning of the middle, 
,xlpto1,1,,x1, hence "choice," "plan," "purpose," "preference" (Pind. 
lEsch. _Hdt. etc.). So in the Lxx, meaning "free will," "choice." 
In late Greek, after Plato and Aristotle, there arises the meaning 
"philosophic tendency," "school," "party." So in Dion. Hal., Sert. 
Emp., but also in Jos. Bell. 2117 (87), -roic; lll t11).oua1v 'l"TJY ,xfpeatv <X~iiiv 

(the Essenes). In Arrian's report of the teachings of Epictetus ,xfpea1c; 

and "11:po,xlpea1c; are used of the soul, doubtless as that in which the 
power of choice lies. CJ. M. and M. Voc. s. v. In N. T. it is always 
associated in meaning with the middle of the verb, and usually signifies 
a body of people holding a chosen set of opinions; thus without re­
proach, of the Sadducees, Acts 517; of the Pharisees, Acts 15• 26•; of the 
Christians, spoken of as Nazarenes, Acts 24•. As a term of reproach, 
denoting a group or sect reprehensibly departing from the general body, 
it occurs in Acts 2414• In 1 Cor. II 19 and 2 Pet. 2 1 it seems to signify, 
rather, "difference of opinion," "division of sentiment," than con-
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cretely "party," "sect." The abstract meaning is also (cf. above on 
apt8!at) more appropriate to the present passage. The meaning 
"heresy," a doctrine at variance with that of the general body, is not 
found in N. T. or in Patr. Ap. (see Ign. TraU. 61; Eph. 6•; cf. Zahn on 
the former passage) unless possibly in Herm. Sim. 9. 23• and probably 
not here. CJ. also Kiihl on 2 Pet. 21 in Meyer-Weiss.• In Just. Mart. 
Apol. 26 1; Dial. 35•; Iren. Haer. 1. n•, it is probably still used in the 
sense of "sect," or "division," as a term of reproach. It dearly 
means "heresy" in Mart. Pol. Epil. 1 (Ltft. 2), which is, however, of 
considerably later date. 

4'66vo<;, a classical word from Pindar and Herodotus down, means 
"ill-will," "malice," "envy" (cf. under ~ijAo<; above); not in Lxx; in 
Apocr., Wisd. 2"6" 1 Mac. 811 3 Mac. 6 7; always in a bad sense, "envy." 
So also in N. T. (Mt. 2710 Mk. 1510 Rom. 1", etc.) except in Jas. 4•, 
where it is used tropically, meaning "eager desire for (exclusive) pos­
session of," and is ascribed to the Spirit of God. In the present passage 
it can not be sharply distinguished from ~ijAo<;. If the words are to 
be discriminated, ~ijAo<; would signify "jealousy," ¥16vot "envyings." 
The plural denotes different acts, or specific forms of envious desire. 

Ma6act and l!.ii>t,1,01 fall in a class by themselves. t,Li6'1) occurs in clai,sic 
writers' from Herodotus and Antipho down, meaning, (1) "strong 
drink," (2) "drunkenness," and with the same meanings in the Lxx 
(in Hag. 1• apparently meaning "satiety" rather than "drunkenness"). 
In the Apocr. and N. T. it occurs in the second sense only. l!.ii>t,1,oc; (of 
doubtful etymology) occurs in classic writers from Homer down, mean­
ing "revelling," "carousing," such as accompanies drinking and festal 
processions in honour of the gods, especially Bacchus; it is not found in 
the Lxx; occurs in the Apocr. in Wisd. 14" 2 Mac. 6•, and in N. T. in 
the same sense as in classical writers; in Rom. 1311 it is associated as 
here with t,Li6'1), in 1 Pet. 41, with o!voq,)..uy!ac, "drunkenness." 

For a similar catalogue of vices, see Corpus Hermeticum XIII (XIV) 

7, in Reitzenstein, Poimandres, p. 342; Mead, Thrice Greatest Hermes, 

Vol. II, p. 224. For a discussion of Gentile morals, see L. Friedlander, 
Darstellungen aus der Sittengeschichte Roms, 8th ed., 4 vols., Leipzig, 

1910; E. T. from 7th ed., New York, 1909, 1910; de Pressense, The 

Ancient World and Christianity, Bk. V, Chap. II, § II, pp. 424-432; 
Dlnlinger, The Gentile and the Jew, London, 1862. For the same kind 
of material in the form of a connected story, see Becker, Gallus; Walter 
Pater, Marius the Epicurean; Bottiger, Sabina. References to Gentile 
authors are to be found in de Pressense and Becker, and with especial 
copiousness in Friedlander's great work. 

& ,rpo'Ae-yw vµ.7.v Ka0ros 1rpoE1,1rov l5n ol Ta ro,a.vra. 

'll'pa<1<1ovns {ja.t1,'A.E(a.v 0Eov ov K'A.,,povoµ.71<1ovt1,v, "respecting 
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which I tell you beforehand, as I have (already) told you in 
advance, that they who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God." To the list of the works of the flesh, cal­
culated by their very quality to deter the Galatians from follow­

ing its impulses, Paul adds the weighty statement which he 
had already made to them on some previous occasion that such 

things exclude one from participation in the kingdom of God. 
By {3aq,}..Etciv 8EOv the apostle doubtless means the reign of God 

which is to be inaugurated on the return of Christ from the 

heavens and the resurrection of the dead. CJ. 1 Cor. 1566
• 52 

with 1 Thes. 1 10 416, 17• The phrase used without the article 

with either noun is qualitative and emphasises the ethical 

quality of the order of things for which the phrase stands and 
the incongruity between it and ol. Ta ro,avra 1rpdqqovrEs; thus 

suggesting the reason for their exclusion. CJ. 1 Cor. 69, 10 1550, 

in all of which the phrase is as here anarthrous. This qualita­

tive force can be imperfectly reproduced in English by the 
translation, "shall not inherit a kingdom of God," but at the 

cost of obscuring the definite reference of the expression. 

x<X6w<; '(without ,xa:!) is the reading of N*BFG f Vulg. (am. fu. 
demid al.) Syr. (psh.) Eth. Goth. Tert. Cyp. Aug. al. xa:l is added by 

N°ACDKLP al. omn. •id. deg tol. Syr. (hard.) Boh. Arm. Mcion. 

Clem.' Chr. Euthal. Thdrt. Dam. Irm•- Hier. Ambrst. Both read­

ings are pre-Syrian but xa:l on the whole seems to be a Western corrup­
tion adopted by the Syrian text, occasioned by the natural impulse to 

emphasise the comparison between -a:p01,.erw and 'lt:poei-a:ov. CJ. I Thes. 

4•. 

•A is doubtless accusative as 15v clearly is in Jn. 8", llv bµd<; Aere-re 

ll-rt 6eo<; b{J,6)v ecr-rlv, but in precisely what relation Paul meant to set 
it, when he wrote it, it is impossible to say, for the reason that after 

x<X6w<; 'lt:pod-a:ov he has reproduced the thought of & in -ra: -ro,a:u-ra: and 

given it a new construction. CJ. Ell. ad loc. 

Ilp01,.i!1w might consistently with the usual force of -a:po in composi­

tion and the classical usage of this word mean either "foretell" or 

"forth tell," "tell publicly." But the fact that in all the instances in 

which Paul uses it (2 Cor. 13• I Thes. 3• and here, the only N. T. in­

stances) the object of the verb is, in fact, a prediction, and the inappro­

priateness of the meaning" tell publicly" (for the meaning" tell plainly" 

there seems no evidence) make it quite certain that its meaning here 

is "to predict." 
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Ot 'lt'p&aaoY're~ is a general present participle with the article, meaning 

"those that are wont to practise." 
Td: -rotcrii-r<X means either "the things previously mentioned being of 

such quality as they are," or "the class of things to which those named 

belong." CJ. r Cor. 5• Rom. r" 2•• • Eph. 5", and for -rotcrO-rcr without 

the article, mea.ning "things like those spoken of," Mk. 7" Jn. 911 

Heb. 81• See Kilhner-Gerth 465. 5; Butt. r24. 5; BI.-D. ~74-
The considerations that necessitate taking the phrase ~ciaO .. elciv 

Oeou here in its eschatological sense are the following: (r) The apostle 

undoubtedly looked for a personal visible return of Christ from the 
heavens and expected the resurrection of the righteous dead in con­
nection therewith. 1 Thes·. r 10 4is·11• (2) In I Cor. r550 he speaks of 

inheriting the kingdom of God in connection with the resurrection of 

men, and in such way as to show clearly that the inherita.nce of the 
kingdom, as thought of in that passage at least, is achieved through 

the resurrection. It is natural to suppose that the expression has the 

same meaning in the other passages in the same epistle (6•· 10), there 

being nothing in the context to oppose this meaning. In r Thes. 2 11 

the eschatological significance is most probably though not quite cer­

tainly present. There are, indeed, a number of passages in Paul in 
which the kingdom of God is spoken of with so distinct emphasis on 

its ethical quality and with such absence of eschatological suggestion 

that it must be questioned whether he uniformly gave to the phrase 
eschatological significance. See Rom. 1417 1 Cor. 420• It is probable, 
therefore, that the apostle thought of the kingdom of God both as 

present and as future, in the latter case to be inaugurated at the return 
9f Christ. But the considerations named above are sufficient to show 

clearly that it is the future kingdom that is here in mind, while it is 
also clear that he intended to emphasise the ethical quality of the 

kingdom, which is, of course, essentially the same whether present or 

future. 

22. o 0€ icap7r~ 'TOV '1T'VEvµa'TO<; €<T'TLV a,yd'TT''T}, xapd, ElP7]V'T}, 

µaKpo0uµta, XP'T/<T'TO'T'T}<;, a,ya0<.AJ<TVV'T}, 7r{o-w;, 23. 1rpatirTJr;, 

e,yKpdre,a· "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long­

suffenng, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-con­

trol." This sentence continues the argument for the mutual 

contrariety of flesh and Spirit begun in v.19. By the attractive­

ness of the members of the series beginning with a,yd7r7J, Paul 

appeals to the Galatians to follow the leading of the Spirit, as 
by the repulsiveness of the vices named in vv. 1v-21 he had 

sought to deter them from yielding to the impulses of the flesh. 
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fie is slightly adversative, introducing the fruit of the Spirit in 
antithesis to the works of the flesh. Kap1roi;, used in 1 Cor. 91 

in its literal sense (as also 2 Tim. 2 6), is elsewhere in the letters 
of Paul employed in a figurative sense only (Rom. 1 13 Phil. 1 11 

417, etc.). The choice of the word here in preference to lp,ya 

(v.19) is perhaps partly due to the association of the word lp,ya 

with the phrase lp,ya voµov (see lp-ya alone used in this sense, 

Rom. 327 42 911 II
6
), partly to his preference for a term which 

suggests that love, joy, peace, etc., are the natural product of a 

vital relation between the Christian and the Spirit. , Observe 

the word twµev in v.25 and cf. 2 20• The use of the singular 

serves to present all the experiences and elements of character 

in the ensuing list as a unity, together constituting the result 
of living by the Spirit. Yet too much stress can not be laid on 

the singular, since Paul always used it when employing the 
word in its :figurative sense. 

On the importance of the distinction in the apostle's mind 
between o 1Cap7ra,; TOV 'fT'VEVµaTo<;, and TO. xaptuµaTa (Tov 

'fT'VEvµaTo<;) or ~ <f,avepro<Tt<; TOV 'fT'VEUµaTo<;, see detached note 

on ITvevµa and 'I.dp~, p. 489, and Gunkel, Die Wirkungen des 

heiligen Geistes, pp. 62-97, esp. 77 ff. The two lists, the present 
one and that of 1 Cor. 128•11, contain but one common term, 
7r{uTt<;, .and this is undoubtedly used in a different sense in 

the two passages. Under the terms xap{uµaTa 'fT'VEvµaTt/Ca 

and q,avepW<Tt<; TOV 'fT'VEvµaTO<; the apostle includes those ex­

traordinary experiences and powers which were not necessarily 

evidential of moral character in those in whom they appeared, 
but because of their extraordinary character and of their asso­

ciation with the acceptance of the gospel message, the word of 

God (1 Thes. 2 13), were regarded as effects and evidences of the 

presence and activity of the Spirit of God. These are all ex­
ternal and easily recognisable; note the term <f,aveproui,; in 

l Cor. 127• Under the term O ICap'TT'o<; TOV 1f'VEvµaTO<;, on the 

other hand, are included those ethical qualities and spiritual 

experiences which were not popularly thought of as evidences 

of the Spirit's presence, but which, to the mind of Paul, were 

of far greater value than the so-called xaptuµaTa. See 1 Cor., 
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chaps. r2-r4, esp. 1231, chap. r3, and 141• Thus while retaining 

the evidently current view, which found in the gift of tongues 

and prophecy and power to heal disease evidence of the Spirit's 

presence (see also Gal. 35
), he transferred the emphasis of his 

thought, and sought to transfer that of his disciples, from these 

things to the internal and ethical qualities which issue in and 

control conduct. 

Whether the terms listed in vv .22• •• fell in the apostle's mind into 
definite classes is not altogether clear. &:r&:1tlJ, evidently meaning love 
towards other men (cf. vv."• i,), stands in a sense in a class by itself, 

and is probably thought of as the source from which all the rest flow. 

CJ. v.14 and z Cor., chap. 13, and note the parallelism of z Cor. 13•-• 

with the list here, especially µaxpo6uµCa: with v,=po6uµet (v.•), XP'llO-'t6-

't'I)~ with XP'llO"'tEUS't<Xt (v.•), 'lt{o-'tt~ with 'lCO:\l't<X 'lttO"'te6et, 'lta:\l't<X tA'ltl~et, 

'lCO:Y't<X b1toµevst (v. 7); 'lCpotU't'I)~ with OU q:>UO"IOU't<Xt, oux. <XO-X'l)[J.OYSt (v.•). 
Of the two terms ;i;a:p&: and· E!p-/iY'I), the first certainly, and the second 

probably, refers to experiences enjoyed rather than to transitive atti­

tudes towards others; the remaining terms, except the last, have 
special reference to the relations of those who walk by the Spirit to 
others, in a measure antithetical to l;i;Opa:c ••• 6uµoC in the list of 

works of the flesh; eyx.pa:'tsta:, though belonging also in this list, seems 

to stand in special antithesis to the last two terms of the preceding 
list, µe6a:c, x.<iiµoc. 

• A ya:'lt'I), though in itself capable of denoting the adoration of and 

devotion to God, is probably to be taken here in accordance with the 
suggestion of v. 14, and Paul's general usage (2 Thes. 3• is the only 

clear instance of &:y&:,c'll in the Pauline letters used of the love of men 

towards God), as referring to that love of man for man, which resting 
upon appreciation of value is chiefly characterised by desire to benefit. 

See detached note on 'A ya:'lta:w and 'A ya:'lt'I), p. 519. 

Xa:p&:, in use by classical writers from Homer down, and about fifty 

times in the Lxx and Apocr., is employed in the Lxx, Apocr. and 

N. T. rarely of a fierce and cruel joy (3 Mac. 418 521 6"; cf. also Jas. 4•), 
but most frequently of J2y that has a religious basis, grounded in con­

sci~us relationship to God (Ps. 3011 Prov. 29• Sir. 112 Rom. 1417 1511 

Phil. z•• ", etc.). 
On e!pfiY'I), see detached note, p. 424. Its meaning here is probably 

the same as in Rom. 51, "tranquillity of mind" (based on the conscious­
ness of right relation to God). For though the idea of harmony with 

God is possible here, it is an unusual meaning in Paul, and there is 
nothing specially to suggest. it here; the idea of spiritual well-being is 

not in itself inappropriate, yet it is unlikely that the apostle would 
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use the word in so general a sense, standing as it does here between the 
more specific terms, xcx?'i and 1J,CZY,pollu1J,lcz; the meaning, "peace with 
men," is appropriate in connection with either xcx?'i (cf. Rom. 1417• 11) 

or with 1J.<U.()08u1J,lcz, but is open to the objection that, e!()TlYIJ in that 
case expressing a relation to men, as do also ci-ycx'lt'I) and 1J,CZY,po8u1J,lcz, 

x,cx?'i stands quite alone, the only non-transitive word in the group. 

On e[()1JYIJ denoting tranquillity of mind, and associated with x,cx?'i, cf. 
Rom. 1513

: Ii ~a 8eoc; 'ti'jc; H.1tll$oc; 1tA'l)()liiaczt b1J,<ic; 1tcxa'l)c; x,cz()<ic; ~czl e!?1JY1J<; 
av 't(j> 1tta'teue1v. On peace as produced by the Spirit, cf. Rom. 1 1, 'tO 

-yo:p f()6Y'l)IJ,CZ 'toii 1tYeU1J.CZ'toc; ~w-lj ~czl e!?iiYIJ, though e!()1JY'I) perhaps has 
here the more general sense of "spiritual well-being"; and Rom. 51•1, 

where hope of the glory of God, the sequel and accompaniment of 

peace in the sense of tranquil assurance, is the result of the love of 
God shed abroad in the heart by the Spirit of God. 

Mcx~()o8u1J,lcz, found first in Menander, fourth century B. c., occurs 

rarely in non-biblical writers, ;µid but five times in the Lxx and Apocr. 
It has always the same general meaning, that which its etymology sug­

gests, viz., "steadfastness of soul under provocation to change," the 
specific meaning differing according as that which is endured is thought 

of impersonally, and the word signifies simply "endurance," "stead­
fastness," or personally, so that 1J.<U.()08u1J,lcz includes forbearance, en­

durance of wrong or exasperating conduct without anger or taking 
vengeance. Hence (a) "patience," "persistence," "steadfastness." 

So in Plut. Lucull. 32• 331; Isa. 5715 1 Mac. 8• Col. 1 11 2 Tim. 31• Heh. 611 

Jas. 510 ; (b) "forbearance," endurance of wrong without anger or 
avenging one's self, "long-suffeting" (i) of God and of Christ towards 

men: Rom. 2• 9'" 1 Tim, 1 18 1 Pet. 3•• 2 Pet. 311 ; (ii) of men towards one 

another: Prov. 25" Sir. 511 2 Cor. 6• Eph. 42 Col. 311 2 Tim. 310 41• In 
the present passage the word is probably, in accordance with Paul's 

usual usage and the context, to be taken in the last-named sense, viz., 

forbearance towards men whose conduct is calculated to provoke to 
anger. 

X()'l)a't6't'l)c;, from Euripides down, signifies in classical writers, of 
things, "excellence," of persons, "goodness," "honesty," "kindness." 
In later Greek writers, especially in Plutarch, who uses it often, it occurs 

sometimes in the general sense, "goodness," "excellence" of character 

(Plut. Phil. et Tit. 3); but more frequently in the specific sense, "kind­
ness" ( Cat. Maj. s•: 't-/j11 X?'lla't6't'l)'t<Z 'tijc; 01~cz1oauv'l)c; 1tAcz'tU'te()OY 't6-

1tov O()WIJ.EY e1t1).czµilcltvouaczv. It is joined with ftAOa'top-ylcz in Agis 171, 

with ftAav8()11)1tlcz in Demetr. 501
; Dem. et Cic. 3•). In the Lxx it 

translates :ill!l or other forms from this root, and is used meaning 

"goodness," Ps. 141, •; "prosperity," Ps. 106•; but most frequently 

"kindness," as in Ps. 21• 6810• In the Ps. Sol. (5 15• 11• "· ., 8" 915 18•) 

it uniformly means "kindness'.'; so also in Patr. Ap. (Clem. Rom. 91; 
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2 Clem. 15•, etc.). This is also the constant meaning in N. T. 
(Rom. 2• rr", etc.), except in Rom. 312, a quotation from Ps. 143• 

• A 1a6wau'II) appears first in the Lxx ( usually translating ;9•r:i) and 

like XP'lla-r6-r'I),; signifying "goodness," "righteousness" (Ps. 38•• 52•), 

"prosperity" (Eccl. 51•• 17, etc.) and "kindness" (Judg. 8" 911 Neh. 

9"• "). It is not found in Ps. Sol., which use 15titatoauv'I) for "right­
eousness," "good character," and XP'l)a-r6't"'I)<;, O.eo<;, and i!).e'l)IJ.OO"UY'I) 

for "kindness," "mercy." In N. T. it occurs in Paul's epistles only 

(Rom. 15" Eph. 5• 2 Thes. 111), always apparently in the general sense, 
"goodness." Ltft.'s distinction between XP'lla-r6't"'I),; and <i1a6wa6'11), 

that the latter is more active, differing from the former somewhat as 

beneficentia from benevolentia, would naturally explain the occurrence 
of the word in this series and at this point, but is unsustained by any 

other evidence. It seems necessary to choose between taking it in the 
wholly general sense of "goodness," and making it entirely synonymous 

with XP'llO"_-r6-r'I)<;, "kindness." The few other instances of the word in 
N. T. and the improbability that the apostle would exactly repeat in 

<i,. the idea already expressed in XP'l)O"'t"., are in favour of the meaning 

"goodness," even though by this interpretation the word refers less 

distinctly to conduct towards others than either the preceding or fol­
lowing term. 

Illa-rt,; is evidently not employed here as in chap. 3 to denote that 
attitude towards truth which is the fundamental element of religion, 

whether of the 0. T. or N. T. type, nor as in v.• of this chapter, to 
signify the acceptance of the gospel message concerning Jesus and the 

committal of one's self to him for salvation. For faith as there used 
is the basal principle of the life of one who lives by the Spirit (cf. 2" 

5•, and the discussion under 41 of the relation between Christ and the 
Spirit as factors in Christian experience), while the faith that is here 

spoken of is a product of the Spirit of God in the soul. It is, therefore, 

either (a) "faithfulness," "fidelity," as in Mt. 23" Rom. 3• Tit. 2"; 

or (b) "faith" in the specific form of belief in the power and willing­

ness of God to work through men, as in Rom. 12•, • r Cor. 12• 13•. But 

since the other words in this group refer to matters of distinctly ethical 
and religious character, and there is nothing in this context to suggest 

a reference to that· specific form of faith that enables one to work 
miracles (which, indeed, Paul classifies rather with the xaplaµa-ra than 

with those distinctly ethical qualities here spoken of), it is practically 

certain that -itfo-rt,; here means "faithfulness," "fidelity," and espe­

cially in relation to one's fellow men. So Bengel (constantia, fidelitas), 
Ltft. Sief. Weizs. (Treue), Segond (fidelite). The suggestion of Alf. 

"faith towards God and man," and that of Ell., "trustfulness, faith in 

God's promises and mercies and loving trust towards men," find no 
support in the usage of the word. On the usage of -itla-rt,; in general, 

see detached note on Ilia-rt<; and ITta-reuw, p. 475. 



Ilpoc6-t'I),, of which 1tpocu-t'I)~ is a later form of identical meaning, is 

used by Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle, Polybius and Plutarch. It 

signifies in Greek writers, "mildness," "gentleness in dealing with 

others": Plato, Rep. 558A; Symp. 197D.; Aristot. Rhet. 2. 31 (1380 a•); 
Plut. Frat. am. 18; see more fully in Cremer, on 1tpocu,. Unl,ike 

-toc1tetv6,, which was frequently if not usually a term of reproach, 
"mean," "abject," 1tpao~ and 1tpoc6-t'I), were in Greek writers terms 

of commendation. In the Lxx 1tpocu, is usually a translation of ,~v, 
(only rarely of ,;v.), which signifies "one who is humble in disposition 

and character, one who is submissive under the divine will" rather 

than as the English translation "meek" might suggest, submitting 
without resistance to the wrongs of men. See BDB, s. v.; Driver, 

• article "Poor" in HDB, Paterson, article "Poor" in Encyc. Bib., 

and Gray, Com. on Numbers, at 12•. In a few passages the Lxx 

translate ';V, by 'ltpau, and in one of these, Zech. 9', evidently use it 

in the meaning "gentle," "considerate." The use of 1tpau't'I), in the 

Lxx (Ps. 45• 1321) adds little light, but in the Apocr. it is used both of 
a "submissive, teachable spirit towards God" (Sir. 127 45•) and of 

"modesty," "consideration," "gentleness towards men" (Esth. 3" Sir. 

317 4• 36"), and in Sir. 1021 perhaps to denote an attitude which may 
manifest itself towards both God and man (cf. Ps. 45•). In Patr. Ap. 
also the word regularly signifies gentleness towards men (Clem. Rom. 

21 1 30• 61•; Ign. Trall. 32 42
, etc.-the ascription of 'ltpocu't''I), to God in 

his relation to men in Ep. ad Diogn. 7• is quite exceptional). In N. T. 

1tpixu, occurs in Mt. II" 21• (the latter from Zech. 9•), meaning "gen­

tle," "considerate"; in Mt. s' (from Ps. 37") probably with the same 
meaning as-in 0. T., "submissive 'to God's will"; in 1 Pet. 3•, 

meaning "gentle," "modest." 'ltpocu't'I)~ in Jas. 1" is used of an atti­
tude towards God, "teachableness," "submissiveness to his will"; else­

where of a relation to men (r Cor. 421 2 Cor. 101 .Gal 61 Eph. 4• Col. 3" 

2 Tim. 2" Tit. 3• Jas. 311 1 Pet. 3"), and signifies "considerateness," 
"gentleness." Among N. T. writers, therefore, only James and to a 

limited extent Mt. show the influence of the Hebrew '}V., all the 

other instances showing simply the common Greek meaning of the 

word. If the two ideas were blended into one in the usage of the 
writers of the N. T. period, that thought must have been, negatively, 

the opposite of the arrogant, self-assertive spirit; positively, recogni­

tion and consideration of others: towards God, submissiveness, towards 

men considerateness and gentleness. But it is doubtful whether the 

word did not rather stand for two similar but distinct ideas, and in 

Paul's mind for the idea of gentleness (towards men) only. On 'ltlcmc; 

in association with 1tpocU't'IJ~ cf. Sir. r" 45•; Herm. Mand. 12. 31• 

'E-yitpo:'tetoc appears in Greek literature first, so far as observed, in 

Plato, who uses it in the phrases a-yitpo:ntix lixu'tou, Rep. 390B, and 
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q!!ovwv 'l"tV<t)V xa:l e'ltt8u~wv iyx~·ma:, Rep. 430E. The adjective 

iyxpa'tl)c;, used in Soph., meaning "possessing power," "strong," ap­

pears in Plato and Xenophon (under influence of Socrates?) as a moral 

term: Plato, Phaed,. 256B; Xen. Mem. 1. 2', etc. Neither iyxpa:'tlJ<; 

nor iyx~·ma: appear in the Lx..x, but both are found in the Apocr.; 

the adjective in the sense "having mastery, possession of" (Toh. 6• 

Wisd. 821 Sir. 6" 151 27"), once absol. meaning" continent" (Sir. 26"); 

the noun apparently with the meaning "continence," "self-control" 

(Sir. 18" 18••, where it stands as a title prefixed to a series of exhorta­

tions not to follow one's lusts, e'ltt8uµ!a:t, or appetites, ope~w;, and 

4 Mac. s"). The adjective occurs in N. T. in Tit. r• only, in reference 

to the qualifications of a bishop. The verb eyxpa:i:-suoµa:c is used in 

I Cor. 71 of control of sexual desire, and in 9", limited by 'lto:na:, with 

reference to the athlete's control of bodily appetites. In Patr. Ap. 

iyxp&:i:-eca: occurs frequently, always in a moral sense, but without 

special reference to any class of desires or impulses. See esp. Herm. 

Vis. 3. 8•: ll.; &:v oih &:xoAou8tan a:1l-rjJ (eyxpa:-rslqc), µa:x&:pw.; ylvsi:a:t iv i:-jJ 

l;wjJ a:~i:-oii, 8i:-c 'lt0:ll'tWV i:-wv 'ltOVlJpli'>v lpywv &:ipe~si:-a:c, 'lttai:-suwv 8i:-t eo:v 

&:ipee-i,-ra:t 'ltO:aY)<; E'ltt8uµla:c; 'ltOVl)p<ic; XA'l)povoµiJasc l;.wT)v a:!1:mov. Usage 

thus indicates that eyxp&:nta:, signifying prop. ",control," "mastery," 

acquired the meaning "self-control," "mastery of one's own desires 

and impulses," but without specific reference to any particular class 

of such desires. The position of the word here corresponding to that 

of µe8'1), xwµot in the list of the works of the flesh, suggests a special 

reference in this case to control of the appetite for drink and of the 

consequent tendency to unrestrained and immodest hilarity. But 

this parallelism does not warrant the conclusion that the apostle 

had exclusive reference to this form of self-control. 

Kara T&JP TOWVTWP OVK euTLP voµo~. "Against such things 

there is no law." Without doubt an understatement of the 

apostle's thought for rhetorical effect. The mild assertion 

that there is no law against such things has the effect of an 

emphatic assertion that these things fully meet the require­

ments of the law (cj. v.14). The statement as it stands is true 
of law in every sense of the word, and voµo~ is therefore to be 

taken in a very general sense; yet probably Paul is thinking 

only of divine, not of divine and human law. See special,note 

on Noµo~, V 2 (b),p.456, butif.V 4,p.459. The absence of the 
article probably marks the noun as indefinite (not, as usually 

in Paul, qualitative); consistently with the rhetorical figure he 

thinks of a conceivable plurality of divine laws and denies that 



there is any law against such things. This would have been 
expressed with emphasis by the words {IJ'TLV ovod~ vdµo~ (cf. 

I Cor. 65 Rom. 81), but it is a part of the rhetoric of the sen­

tence not to use an emphatic form. CJ. Rom. 2
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• · On 1'ard, 

"against," see on v.17. rrov roiovrrov is probably generic, de­
noting the class of which lvyd1r,,, . . . ery1'paTELa are examples 

as against the class denoted byra Toiavra in v.21. CJ. on that v. 
24. oi ae tov ')(,PLIJ'TOV 'ITJIJ'OV T~V IJ'ap1'a EIJ'TavprolJ'aV IJ'VV 

roi~ 1ra0~µalJ'tV Kai ra'is e1r,0vµtai~. ' "and they that belong 

to the Christ, Jesus, have crucified the flesh with its dispositions 
and its desires." rov ')(.PLIJ'Tov •1,,,uov is a possessive genitive 

(cJ. 329 I Cor. 323 1523), and oi .•• 'l170-ov are those who are 

in Christ Jesus (v. 6), who walk by the Spirit (v.16) and are led 
by the Spirit (v.18 ; cJ. Rom. 89• 10). r~v IJ'apKa has the same 

meaning as the udp~ of vv.16• 17• 19, the force in men that makes 
for evil, and euravpwlJ'aP refers to the act by which they put 

an end to the dominion of that force over their conduct (cJ. 

Rom. 61). The addition of IJ'VP ro'i~ .•• e1r,0vµta,~ emphasises 

the completeness of the extermination of this evil force, in that 

not only its outward fruits are destroyed, but its very dispo­

sitions and desires put to death. Combined with v.23 to which 

it is joined by M continuative, the .sentence conveys the as­

surance thal' they who are of Christ Jesus, who live by the 

Spirit, will not fail morally or come under·condemnation, since 

the fruits of the Spirit fulfil the requirements of law, and the 

deeds of the flesh, which shut one out of the kingdom of God, 
they will not do, the flesh and its desires being put to death. 

The unusual combination 'toii xptcnou 'l-riaou (found elsewhere only 

in Eph. 31) is not to be regarded as the compound Xptcnou 'l11aou with 
the article prefixed, there being no previous instance nearer than v.• 

of Xpta-ro~ 'l1Jaou~ alone, to which the demonstrative article might 

refer; it is, rather, the titular 'toii xpta-rou, the Christ, with 'l1Jaou in 

apposition. It is probably otherwise in Eph. 31
, the reference there 

being to the closely preceding 22
•. See detached Note on Titles and 

Preaicates of Jesus, III 3. On the omission of 'l1Jaou by some Western 

authorities, see textual note on 2 11• 

The aorist ia-raupwaav, since it affirms crucifixion of the flesh as a 

past fact in the experience of all who are of the Christ, but assigns the 
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act to no specific point of time, is best translated by the English per­
fect. On the use of the word, see note on aTocup6<; and a-rocup6w, 31• The 

verb is used figuratively in N. T. here and in 6" only; but cf. 2": 

Xp1aT(j'> auveaToc6pwµoc1. Rom. 6•: o 'lta:Aoctoc; i)µ6w &v8pw'lto<; auveaTocupwOTJ. 

Col. 3•: vex.pwqoc-re o~v Ta: µeATJ Ta: E'ltl tjc; yiJ,;, 'ltop>e(ocv, etc. The 
choice of aTocup6w in preference to other verbs signifying "to put 

to death" suggests that it is the death of Jesus on the cross which has 
impelled us to slay the power within us that makes for unrighteous­

ness. CJ. Rom. 6•·11 and the notes on 2", where, however, a somewhat 
different use is made of the figure of crucifixion. 

On the meaning of 'ltot8fiµoca1v, see below, and on E'ltt8uµ(oc1,;, see v.". 
The article with both words is restrictive, and serves to mark the 

'lta:8TJµot and e'lt18uµ(oc as those of the a&:p~ just spoken of above; for 
these words are in themselves of neutral significance morally, and it 

could not be said of the dispositions and desires generally that they 

that are Christ's have put them to death. On this use of the article, 
where the English would require a possessive, which is rather rare in 

N. T., see Kuhner-Gerth, 461. 2; G. 949; Butt. 127. 26; Mt. 1724 Gal. 6' 

(To x.oc6:x;TJµot and Tov eTepov), and the exx. of Tov 'ltATJafov there cited. 
Ila:8T)µot ('ll'a:a:x;w) occurs in classical writers from Soph. down, usually 

in the plural. Its meanings are: (a) "an experience in which one is 

passive, rathP.r than ac:tive," distinguished therefore from 'ltO(TJµoc and 
lpyov: Plato, Soph. 248C; or "experience" in general without emphasis 

on the element of passivity: Hdt. 1 207 : ,:&; ae µ01 'ltot8fiµocTot EbvTot 

d::x;&:ptTot µ<XllfiµotTot yeyove: "It is through my unpleasant experiences 

that I have learned"; so, probably, also, in Plato, Rep. 5uD. (b) "a 

painful experience, a misfortune, disaster": Soph. 0. C. 361; Thu c. 4. 481 ; 

so in particular of a sickness, Plato, Rep. 439D. (c) "a disposition, 
tendency, or characteristic, in which the person himself is passive," so 

in contrast with µa:8TJµot: Xen. Cyr. 3. 1 17 : 'lta:8TJµot &pot tj,; lj,uir;iJ,; au ),.tye,c; 

dvott awippoauvT)v, lM'ltep AU'ltTJV, ou µa:8T)µot: "You maintain then that 

sobriety (discretion) is a passive quality of the soul, like grief, not a 

thing that one learns." Then, also, without special emphasis on the 

element of passivity; hence "<U:iQo_siti9_n," "propensity," "impulse." 
The earliest clear instances of this usage are apparently in Aristot. 

Poet. 6• (1449 b21); Rhet. 2. 2211 (1396 b33); Metaph. 4. 14• (1020 b10). 

(d) of material bodies, "magnitude," etc., "incident," "property," 
"accident": Aristot. Metaph. 1. 2• (982 b10). Respecting the relation 

of 'lta:80,; and 'lta:8w.oc, Bonitz maintains that in Aristotle's use there is 

no certain difference of meaning (Index Arist. 554 a" sqq.; they are 
apparently synonymous in Eth. Eud. 2• [1221]); while Bernays, Aristo­

teles uber Wirkung der Tragodie, pp. 149, 194-6, holds that 'lta:60,; is 

the condition of one who is -ic&:a:x;wv, and denotes an emotion unexpect­
edly breaking forth and passing away; 'lta:6T)µot, on the other hand, is 
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the condition of one who is 1tcz6TJ-rtx6c;, and denotes an inherent quality 
which is liable at any time to manifest itself; in short, that 1t0t60<; is an 
emotion (passion), -itix6TJ~ a disposition. 

Down to Aristotle, at least, 11:&&Tjµiz seems clearly a neutral term, 

morally. Cf. his list of forty-two 1t0t8'1j ( = 11:iz6-fiµiz-riz in Eth. Eud. 2• 

[1220/.]). Aristotle includes U..eoc; and q,6l3oc; under both 1t0t6oc; (Eth. 

Nie. 2• (4) [1105 b. passim]) and -it&6wiz (Poet. 6• [1449 b"]), and with­
out implying (contra Cremer) that these are evil. 

Ilix6TJµiz .is not found in the Lxx. 11:&8oc; occurs in Job 3011 Prov. 2511 

in the sense of "pain," "discomfort." It is frequent in 4 Mac., where 

it signifies "feeling," "emotion," of which the writer ( under Stoic 
influence?) says the two most comprehensive classes are pleasure and 
pain (1••), and under which he includes desire and joy, fear and sorrow, 
excitement (6uµ6c;), haughtiness, love of money, love of glory, conten­
tiousness, gluttony (1•d1,), sexual desire (2•), yet also the love of life 
and fear of pain (631; cj. preceding context, 710), as well as the admirable 
love of brothers one for another (141) and of a mother for her children 
(15•• "). All these, the writer maintains, it is the function of reason 
and piety not to uproot, but to control (3•-•, et freq.). It is clear, there­
fore, that 1t0t6oc; is for this writer neither distinctly sensual nor utterly 
evil. · 

The three N. T. instances of -itix6oc; (Rom. 1H Col. 3• I Thes. 4•) 
seem to indicate that for Paul -itix6oc; signified passion in a bad sense, 
and especially perhaps sensual passion, for, though always shown by 
the context to refer to gross sensual passion, in only one case is it felt 
necessary to add a defining word to indicate this limitation of meaning. 

In N. T. -itix8TJ~ is used fourteen times (Rom. 818 2 Cor. 1•, etc.) 
with the meaning "suffering"; it refers to that of Christ and of others; 
and this is also the meaning in the only two passages in which it occurs 
in Patr.-Ap.: Clem. Rom. 2 1; Ign. Smyrn. 51• In Rom. 71, -rd: 1tiz6-fiµiz-riz 

-rwv d:µizp-rtwv -rd: atii -rou v6µou, and the present passage, the meaning 
is evidently akin to the meaning (c) in classical usage. Nor is there any 
clear evidence that warrants us in going beyond the Aristotelian mean­
ing. Apparently -itix6TJ~ means for Paul" disposition," or" propensity," 
rather than an outbreak of feeling, and is in itself morally neutral; the 
moral quality being in Rom. 71 expressed by -rwv d:µiz~twv and here 
by the article, which has the effect of an added tjc; aizpY.oc;. The 
words -itix6TJ~ and 11:&6oc; are therefore further apart in N. T. than 
in earlier Greek, possibly under the influence of the honourable use of 
d6TJµiz in reference to the sufferings of Christ and his fellow men. 

25. Et !;wµEV 1f"VEvµan, 7rVEvµan Ka£ <TTOLXWµEv. "If we 

live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk." The condi­

tional clause (a present particular supposition) like that of v. 18 
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refers to a present possibility, presumably a reality. The apos­
tle assumes that they live or intend to live by the Spirit, and 

exhorts them to make this manifest in conduct. The phrase 
fijv 'IT'VEvµan, which he has not previously used, he nevertheless 

assumes will be understood by his readers and taken as sub­
stantially synonymous with those already employed (vv.16

• 18 ; cf. 

v. 6 and 2 20). The thought expressed by fruµEv 'IT'VEvµan is sub­

stantially the same as that of sii ev eµol Xp,crrch, 'IT'VEvµa and 

Xpvnch being for the apostle synonymous from the point of 

view of experience. See on 4 6• Of the three expressions, 'IT'VEV­

µan 7T'EpL7T'aTELTE of v.16, 'IT'VEvµaTL /1,"(Ecr(JE of v.18, and sruµEV 

11"Pevµan here, the first emphasises conduct, the second con­

formity of will to the Spirit's leading, and the third vital spiri­

tual fellowship, mystical union. Assuming that they are in 

such fellowship, he bases on it an exhortation to the first-named, 
conduct, expressing this, however, by the word crro,xruµEv (see 

below) instead of using 7T'EPL7T'aTE'iv as in v.16. That he should 

exhort men who live by the Spirit to do the things which it is 

the very nature of life by the Spirit to produce (cf. vv.22ff·) is 

not uncharacteristic of the apostle, who constantly combines 
the conception of morality as the product of a divine force 

working in men with the thought of the human will as a neces­

sary force in producing it. CJ. Phil. 1 12
• 

13 Rom. 61
•
7 and 612ff·. 

On 'ltY!U{J,cZ'tl cf. on v.0 ; the dative is a dative of means. The noun 
being anarthrous is qualitative. There is muchdifference of opinion 
on the question whether a-roix.<i>tuv, conveying the figure of walking 
(cf. ,cep11tani-re in v.11) in a row, refers chiefly to external conduct in 
contrast with inner life, ~<i>µev (so Philippi, Ell. Ltft. Sief.), or having 
as its basal meaning "to stand in a row," refers to conformity, agree­
ment (so Dalmer and Cremer, following Buddeus). The lexicographi­
cal evidence is hardly decisive, but the N. T. exx:. favour the view 
that a-roix.eiv sometimes, at least, suggested the figure of walking 
(Rom. 411) or of walking in a straight line, and meant "to a,ct accord­
ing to a standard," "to behave properly" (Acts 21"). But in chap. 
611 Phil. 311 either this meaning, or the meaning "to conform to," 
would be suitable. For the present passage this meaning, "to walk 
(in a straight line)," "to conduct one's self (rightly)," is distinctly more 
appropriate; the apostle in that case exhorting his readers who claim 



to live by the Spirit to give evidence of the fact by conduct controlled 

by the Spirit. The thought is similar to that of I Cor. 1011 and Phil. 

3"· 

26. µ~ ,y,vcJ>µE0a KEvd5o~o,, aAA?JAOW 1rpoKaAOvµEPot, a;},.>v,,­
>.ot~ cf>OovovvT~. "Let us not become vain-minded, provoking 

one another, envying one another." This sentence, following 

the preceding without connective, expresses negatively one 

element or consequence of that which is positively expressed 

in 1rvEvµan _<TToixll,µEP. Walking by the Spirit, let us not put 

false estimates on things, and thus,' on the one side, provoke or 

challenge our fellows to do things they hesitate to do, or, on 

the other, envy our fellows who dare to do what we do not 

venture to do. The two parts of the exhortation doubtless 

have reference to two classes in the churches of the Galatians. 

Those who fancied that they had attained unto freedom and 

were in danger of converting their freedom into an occasion to 

the flesh (v.13), whose KEvooo~ta took the form of pride in their 

fancied possession of liberty to act without restraint, would 

be tempted to challenge ('rrpoKa">.E'iu0a,) their more timid or 

more scrupulous brethren, saying, e. g., "We dare do these 

things that the law forbids; are you· afraid to do them? " On 

the other hand, the more scrupulous would, while not quite 

daring to follow in the footsteps of these, yet be tempted to 

regard this spurious liberty of their fellow-Christians as a thing 

to be desired, and to look at them with envy, wishing that they 

felt the same freedom. CJ. the similar, though not quite identi­

cal, situation more fully reflected in r Cor., chap. 8, where the 

apostle addresses especially those who with conceit of knowl­

edge act regardless of the well-being of their more timid or 

more scrupulqus brethren; and that set forth in Rom., chap. 14, 

where, however, the relation of the two parties is not as here, 

that one challenges and the other envies, but that one despises 

and the other judges. As in those cases the apostle prescribes 

Christian love as the corrective of the divisive evils, so here be 

prescribes walking by the Spirit, the fruit of which is love, joy, 

peace, etc. 
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The relation of this verse to what precedes and to what follows is 
similar to that of v. 1 to its context; it is the conclusion of what pre­

cedes and the introduction to what follows. Yet it is the former con­
nection that is closest, and the greater paragraph division should be 

made, not as in WH., Stage, Zahn, between vv." and", or as in Mey. 
Weizs. Stapfer, between vv.25 and 21, but at the end of the chapter, 

as in AV. Tdf. Ell. Ltft. Segond, Sief. ERV. ARV. make a paragraph 

both here and at the beginning of v. "· 
The dative (i).),:fii,.01c; before q,80110011-rec; is attested by NACDFG•KL 

al. pier. Clem. Euthal. Thdrt. Dam. On the other hand, BG*P al. 25 
Clem. Chr. Thdrt. cod. Oec. read (i).).i)).ouc;. The latter, despite its 

strong support, is so contrary to known usage that it must be supposed 
to be a corruption under the influence of the preceding (i).).iJ).ouc;. 

Ke116llo~oc; (like its cognates :K.e11ollo~£,x and :K.evooo~~) is a word of 

later Greek, appearing first in Polyb. 3. 1 1; 27. 612, where it is associated 
with (i).,x~wv, then in this passage, the only N. T. instance, and in Did. 

3•, where to be q,t'Mpyupoc; or :K.e116llo;oc; is said to lead to theft: 

't£l!.V011 tJ.OU, tJ.Tj y£11ou lj,eucrt"ll<;, E'ltEIOTj o1Sme! 'tO lj,ei:icrtJ.<X e!c; '1:TjV 

l!.AO'lt1)V, µ'l)lle q,t'Mpyupoc; µ'l)lle :K.e11600;0c;· El!. yap 'tOU'tl,)11 a'ltQIV't(J)V 

:K.AO'lt<Xl yewli>Y'r<Xt. :K.evo!lo;!o. is more frequent, occurring . in Polyb. 

3. 81•; Wisd. 14"; 4 Mac. 2 11 819, "; Philo, Mut. nom. 96 (15); Leg. 
ad Gaium, u4 (16); Phil. 2•; Clem. Rom. 35•; Ign. Philad. 11; Magn. 
u•; Henn. Mand. 8•; Sim. 8. 9•; Galen, Tuend. valetud. 6 (quoted by 
Zahn, following Wetstein), q,1Ao-r1µ£,xc; ijv 611oti-d:~oua111 ot 11011 •E;..;..'l)vec; 

:K.avo!lo;l<XY. 

In several of these passages :K.e11080;£,x is associated with ,i).,x~o11£01, 

"boastfulness." Suidas defines it as µd:-r,x1a: -rte; 1tepl !01u-rou o'{Y)atc;. 

But usage shows that this definition is not quite comprehensive enough. 

The noun and the adjective are evidently closely related in meaning, 

and l!.!v61lo;oc; means "glorying in vain things," "setting value on 

things not really valuable," whether possessed, or supposed to be pos­

sessed, or desired. It is the almost exact antithesis of awq,pwv and 

awq,po111i>11, which mean "seeing things as they are, estimating them at 

their true value" (cf. Rom. 12•). The English word "vain" expresses 

the meaning of :K.e1161lo;oc; approximaHy, but as commonly used refers 

more especially to pride in petty possessions and less distinctly sug­

gests the desire for vain things not yet possessed. "Vain-minded," if 

we might coin an English word, would translate :K.e1161lo~oc; exactly.* 

Ilpo:K.01~, though not found in the Lxx, Ps. Sol. or Patr. Ap., 
in the Apocr. only in a variant reading in 2 Mac. 811, and here only in 
N. T., occurs in classical writers from Homer down. It is evidently 

• The verb «<voioE,., seems to have taken on a somewhat more general meaning than the 

noun or the adjective, signifying to hold a baseless opinion (of any kind). See 4 Mac. s• 8"; 
Kar. Pol. 101• 
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used here in the meaning common in Greek writers, "to call forth," 
"to challenge." 

cl>Oovw, likewise not found in the Lxx, and in the Apocr. in Tob. 
4•• 11 only, not in Ps. Sol., in Patr. Ap. 2 Clem. 15• only, here only 
in N. T., is like 1-poll.<XA. a common classical word from Homer down. 
CJ. on ip86vo~, v.u. 

(c) Exhortation to restore those who fall, and to bear 
one another's burdens (61•

6
). 

Mindful of the danger that not all those who purpo~e to live 

by the Spirit will always live thus, the apostle appends to the 

injunction of 526 an exhortation to those who live by the Spirit 
to restore any who fall, adds exhortations to mutual burden­

bearing, and reminds them that each man has a burden of his 
own. 

1Brethren, if a man be nevertheless overtaken in a transgression, 

do ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 

considering thyself lest thou also be tempted. 2Bear ye one another's 

burdens, and so fulfil the law of the Christ. 3For if any one think­

eth himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth him­

self. 'And let every man prove his own work, and then shall he 

have his ground of glorying in respect to himself, and not in respect 

to his fellow. 6For each man shall bear his own burden. 

1. 'AoEA<po{, €Q,JI Ka£ 1rpo}..17 µ<f>8fi av8pw1ros Iv nvL 7tapa7rTt»­

µan, vµE'is ol 1rvEvµanKO£ Karapr{fETE TOIi TOWVTOJI Ell 'ffJIEvµan 

., ,. ' ' ' ' 8" -"B h 1rpavr17rqr;, crK01rw11 <TEavrov, µ17 Ka~ uv 'ffELpau vr;. ret ren, 

if &. man be nevertheless overtaken in a transgression, do ye 
who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 

considering thyself lest thou also be tempted." This sentence 

is closely connected with the thought of chap. 5. Recognising 

the possibility, too 'sadly proved by experience, that one who 

has chosen the life by the Spirit may nevertheless fall into sin, 

the apostle exhorts those members of the community who have 

not thus fallen to care for him who has. Despite the use of 

av8pw1ror; instead of a.5E>..cf,ch (cf. I Cor. 511) the reference is 

clearly not to an outsider but to a member of the Christian 

community. 
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Zahn, following Hofmann, connects cl:8e1-,po! with S"· So also Ws. 
cl:oeJ..q,o! at the end of a sentence is not impossible (see v.18) and at the 

very beginning of a sentence is rather infrequent (315 Rom. 101 1 Cor. 

14" Phil. 3"), a position near the beginning being much more com­
mon than either (1 11 412 511

, et freq.). But a position at the end of such 

a sentence as s", remote from any pronoun referring to the persons 

addressed (cf. 618
; Phm.'; also Gal. 412), and after a series of distinct 

phrases, is extremely awkward, and unparalleled in Paul. It is safe 
to affirm that if cl:oe1-,po( had been intended to form a part of v." it 

would have stood before cl:1-1--/i1-ou,;, and that standing where it does it 

must be taken with what follows it, as in 315 and other examples above. 
'Ecl:v (or e!) "l'.al may be used either (a) to introduce a concessive clause 

(2 Tim. 2•, and numerous instances of e! "l'.al), i. e., a condition unfavour­
able to the fulfilment of the apodosis, in spite of which the apodosis is 

or will be fulfilled; or (b) when a second hypothesis similar to a preced­

ing one is introduced, and "l'.a( therefore means "also"; cf. Lk. rru 
2 Cor. rr 16; or (c) when "l'.<X! is intensive, putting emphasis on the imme­

diately following word (Lk. 14"), or suggesting that the hypothesis is 

in some sense extreme; thus in 1 Cor. 711- "it stands in a protasis refer­

ring to a condition which the apostle has in a preceding sentence said 
ought never to occur; its force may be reproduced in English by an 

emphatic form (if she do depart, 1 Cor. 711 ; if thou dost marry, 7"). 

CJ. also 1 Pet. 3". The first use is excluded in the present case by the 
fact that the clause as a whole is not oppositional; without the 1t<Xp«'lt"twµa 

there would be no occasion for a "l'.<X't"<XP't"~EtY. The second is excluded 
by the fact that there is no preceding similar supposition, to which this 

could be additional. The third possibility alone remains, and the 
intensive force of "l'.al is doubtless intended to apply to the whole 

clause. The meaning thus yielded perfectly fits the context and con­

stitutes an almost perfect parallel to the use of e! "l'.al in i Cor. 711• As 

there the apostle, having forbidden the wife to depart from her hus­

band, goes on to say: but if (nevertheless) she do depart (ed:v o~ "l'.al 

xwpta8f)); so here, having in S" bidden his readers walk by the Spirit 

(a't"otxerv =uµan) and in S" enforced this exhortation by negative 
injunctions, he now deals with the case of one who should nevertheless 

fail to obey this injunction, saying in effect: "If now one shall never­

theless disregard the injunction to walk by the Spirit and be overtaken 

in a fault, it is for those who have obeyed the injunction (1tveuµa't"t:ito! 

=a't"oixouvn,; 1tvsuµa't"t) to restore such a one." 
Ilpo1-aµ(¼cvw, used by classical ·writers from Sophocles down in a 

variety of meanings, does not occur in the Lxx, and in Apocr. is found 

only in Wisd. 1717 and as 11. l. in 1711• In the latter it means "to antici­

pate, to forecast." In 1717, e! n yd:p yewpyo,; ~v 't"t<; ••• 1tpOA1J1-L<p8d,; 

[sc. al,pvtol'i) "l'.<Xl cl:1tpoaclo:it-/i't"'i> ,p6~-cf. v.") 't"TJY iluacl:1-U:it't"OY lµsv,v 
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cl'ld:yxT)v, it means "to overtake," "to come upon," or "to take un­
awares" (not, however, "to detect"). See also Jos. Bell. 5.79 (2•): !lib 

xcxl '1'6-re 1t;,0),:1w8sv-rec; ol 'Pwµcx'f01 -rcxic; ~µ~o)..cxi<; dxov (cited by 
Sief.), where the passive clearly means "to be taken by surprise." In 
N. T. it occurs in I Cor. 1111, where it means "to take beforehand"; 
in Mk. 14•, where it means "to anticipate, to forestall" (cf. also lgn. 

Eph. 3•, the only instance in Patr. Ap.); and in the present passage, for 
which no meaning is so probable as that which is vouched for Wisd. 
1711

; Jos. Bell. 5.79 (2•), viz., "to take by surprise," "to seize unawares" 
(so Sief.)* If the word "overtake" be employed in translation it 
should be understood in that sense. The meaning "to detect, to dis­
cover one in an act" (Ell. Alf. Ltft. Th. and not a few others), though 
not an improbable derivative from the meaning "to take by surprise," 
is not attested by any observed instance and is not required by this 
context. When with this interpretation of 1t;,0)... is combined the view 
that xcx! throws its emphasis on 1tpo)..., giving the meaning, "If one be 
even detected in a fault, etc.," it yields a thought wholly inharmonious 
with the context. See above on E! xcx!. 

Ilcxp&:'lt'l'<o>IJ.CX, a late word meaning literally "a fall beside," but used 
by Polybius, in whom the first observed instances occur, in a figurative 
sense, "a false step, a blunder," is used in the Lxx for various words 
meaning "sin," and with similar force in Apoci. In N. T. it is used 
in the synoptic gospels in speaking of forgiveness, and in the Pauline 

epistles, Rom. 426 s"· 11, etc. Between biblical and non-biblical usage 
there seems little difference, except that in the biblical writers it has 
a more strictly ethical sense. The exx. in Paul show that the word 
retained for him the suggestion of its etymological sense, "a falling 

beside, a failure to achieve" (see esp. Rom. 1111• 12), and ;it is, therefore, 
probable that in the present passage there is an intended antithesis 
to a-r01x6>µev "walk in a straight line, conform to a standard." ev is 
figuratively spatial, meaning "in the midst of," "in the act of." CJ. 
I Thes. 2• and Th. s. 11. I. 5. 

01 1tveuµCX'ttxo! here evidently refers to those who in obedience to the 
instructions of vv. 11·", live by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit, as against 
those who, failing to do so, are still following the &'ltt8uµ!cx 't1J<; acxpx6c; 

(cf. 1 Cor. 31: o~x iilluv,j8T)v ACXAT)a<X! ~µiv w<; ~euµCX'tt:itoic; 6,)..)..' we; 
acx;,x!votc;), or as against both the latter and those who are living ~1tb 

v6µov (cf. 4.11). On 'ltY!UIJ.CX'l't:it6c; in general, see Th. s. 11. and Burton, 

Spirit, Soul, and Flesh, p. 204. 

Kcx-rcxp-r1"w, found in classical authors from Herodotus down, and 

• The passages cited for t.he meaning "to overtake" (as of one pursuing a fugitive) by 

Meyer, do not show it. Xen. Cyr. 5. 19; 7. 7; Theophr. H. pl. 8. 11; Polyb. 31. 231; Diod. Sic. 
17. 73 all show the meaning "to get the start of," "to outdistance" (used of the pursued, not 
of the pursuer) quite the opposite of "overtake." In Strabo"16. 411 fin. the meaning is "to 
seize beforehand" or possibly "to anticipate," as in I Cor. II". 
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not infrequently in the Lxx, Apocr., and Patr. Ap., has in general three 
meanings: (1) "to repa:ir," "to restore" (to a former good condition): 
Mk. 1"; (2) "to prepare," "to fit out": Heb. 10•; (3) "to perfect": 
Heb. 13". Here evidently used in the first sense, ethically understood. 
On -rov -rotoii-rov (this man, being such), cJ. on -rd: -rotcxii-rcx, 511• 

Of the phrase iv 'ltYEU~t 1tpcxu-r'l)-roc; two interpretations are possi­
ble: (a) ~uµ.cx may refer to the Holy Spirit qualitatively spoken of as 
in vv."• 11• "; in that case 1tpcxurq-ro<; is a genitive of connection denot­
ing the effect of the presence of the Spirit (cJ. 1tveiiµ.cx u!o8ea!cx<;, 

Rom. 816), and iv marks its object as the sphere in which the action 
takes place and by which its character is determined, as in 1 Thes. 1• 

1 Cor. 12• etJreq. CJ. 4•, and note that 1tpcxurqc; is named ins" among 
those qualities which are the fruit of the Spirit. Observe, also, the 
connection in that case with -itveuµ.cx-rn,.o!, the intimation being that 
those who possess the Spirit shall by virtue of that possession and the 
gentleness which it creates, restore the offender. (b) 1tveiiµ.cx 1tpcxu-r,i-ro<; 

may denote a human spirit, characterised by gentleness, 1tpcxu-r,i-ro<; 

being a genitive of characteristic, and iv marking its object as that 
with which one is furnished and under the influence of which the action 
takes place. See Rom. 7•, iv xcxtY6't"'l)'t"t 1tveu~oc;, but esp. 1 Cor. 421 : 

eY po:~Olj) U,8w 1tpoc; bµ.ac; i} £Y c!:,6:'ltll "ltYEU!,f.CX't"! -re "lt()CXU'tl)'tO<;; in view 
of these passages, the latter of which is so closely parallel to the pres­
ent, the second interpretation is probably to be preferred. On the 
meaning of 1tpcxOrq-roc;, see on S"· The emphasis is here evidently upon 
the quality of considerateness. 

Exodw, a classical word from Homer down, signifying "to look at," 
"to observe," is used in N. T. in Lk. n 11, meaning "to take heed," 
and by Paul in Rom. 1617 2 Cor. 411 Phil. 2• J", always with a direct 
object in the accusative and in the sense "to consider," "to observe," 
"to give heed to"; for what purpose, whether to avoid, or to promote, 
or to honour, lies entirely in the context. CJ. Esth. 811 2 Mac. 4•; Clem. 
Rom. 51 1; Mar. Pol. 1•. The change to the singular after the plural 
c!:oeAq,ol, co=on also in classical writers (Kuhner-Gerth, 371. 5 b) serves 
to make the exhortation more pointed. CJ. the similar change of 

number in 41
• '· 

M-1) xcxl a~ 1tetpcxa8jjc; may be (a) a clause of purpose after axo,,;wv 

aacxu-r6v (Butt. p. 242), or (b) an object clause after axo,,;G>v as a verb of 
effort (BMT 206), aacxu-r6v being in that case proleptic and pleonastic 
(see 1 Cor. 1616), or (c) a clause of fear, the verb of fearing to be sup­
plied in thought (BMT 225). The last is the most probable, for it is 
against (a) that the purpose of ax01tG>v as here referred to is manifestly 
not so much to avoid falling into temptation as to render one consid­
erate in dealing with those who do so fall; and against (b) that Paul 
elsewhere constantly uses axodw, not as a verb of effort, but in the 
sense "to consider, observe." 
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Ilup&:l;w (from Homer down; occurring frequently i'l the Lxx, Apocr., 
and occasionally in Patr. Ap.), meaning properly "to try," "to test," 
in whatever way or for whatever purpose, is often used in N. T. (not 

so in the Lxx or Apocr.) in the sense" to solicit to sin" (note especially 

the title of Satan, o 1mpa:l;wv: Mt. 4• I Thes." 3•; cf. I Cor. 7•), and 
sometimes pregnantly carrying with it the implication of yielding, 
also. So in 1 Cor. 7•, and so here also, since that which is feared is 

manifestly not temptation, but the sin which is likely to result from it. 

2. 'A},),17>.rov Ta fJdpr, fJauTdtETE, Ka£ oiirw; ava1rX71prouo.TE 

TOP v&µ,ov Tov x,ptuTov. "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 

fulfil the law of the Christ." The reference of Ta fJdpr, ·is clearly 

to that especially which is spoken of in the preceding verse, viz., 

the burden of temptation and possible ensuing sin. This ·bur­

den they are to share, each bearing the other's. Yet the prin­

ciple that underlies the injunction, and so in a sense the injunc­

tion itself, applies to burdens of any kind. The position of 

aXX~Xwv makes it emphatic. On the force of v&µ,ov, see de­

tached note N&µ,os, V. 2. (d), p. 459. On Tov x,ptuTov, see de­

tached note on The Titles and Predicates of Jesus, p. 395·, and 

concluding discussion under B, p. 398. See also 1 7 Col. 316
• By 

"the law of the Christ" Paul undoubtedly means the law of God 

as enunciated by the Christ; just as the law of Moses (Lk. 2 23 

Acts 1339) is the law of God as put forth by Moses. By the 
use of the official term Tov x,ptuTov in preference to 'Ir,crov 

or even Xpt<TTov, the authoritative character of the promulga­

tion is suggested. It is clear also that the apostle conceived 

of the law put forth by the Christ as consisting not in a body of 

statutes, but in the central and all-inclusive principle of love~ 

though whether in his present reference to that law he had in 

mind its content, or thought simply of the law of God set forth 

by the Christ, can not be decided with certainty. Whether he 

is here thinking of this law as having been promulgated by 

Jesus while on earth and known to him, Paul, through the 

medium of those who followed Jesus before his death, or as 

communicated through his Spirit, there is likewise no wholly 

decisive indication. If, as seems probable, the former is the 

case, this is one of the few passages in which the apostle refers 
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to teaching of Jesus transmitted to him through the Twelve 

or their companions. CJ. I Cor. t 0 914 u 23 
I Thes. 415

•
17 

( ?) 
52 ( ?). 

WH. ·read av0t:'lCA1)~1X"t"e with NACDKLNP al. pier. Syr. (hard.) 

Ann. Clem. Bas. Ephr. Didym. Ath. Chr. Euthal. Thdrt. Dam. 
Following BFG d f g Vg. Syr. (psh.) Bob. Eth. Goth. Prod. Marc. 
Thdrt. cod. Tert. Cyp. Victorin. Hier. Aug. Ambrst. al. Tdf. adopts 
cxY0t:'lCA1)ilW<7•'t•- Neither external nor internal evidence is decisive, but 
the preponderance of the latter seems in favour of -aa:n. The fut. is 
probably due to the natural tendency to convert the second imperative 

into a promissory apodosis. 
The words l¼poc; and ~a:a'ta~hl are co=on, both in classical and 

later Greek. ~&;poc; is used in a great variety of applications, both 
literally and metaphorically; in N. T. always metaphorically, and 
either of what is desirable (2 Cor. 411), or of what is hard to be borne 
(Acts 1518 Rev. 2"), the context alone indicating the specific nature 
of that which is referred to. On ~0t:a'ta~hl, see on 510

• The reference 
here is evidently not simply to endurance (enforced and reluctant, as 
in 510), but to a willing, helpful, sympathetic sharing of the burden 
(cf. Rom. 151), the element of willingness, etc., lying, however, in the 
context rather than in the word itself. 

• Av0t:'ll:A1)p6<.i, found in classical writers from Euripides down, is used 
in the Lxx and N. T. as a somewhat stronger tenn for 'lCA1)p6<.i, both 
literally and tropicary. CJ. note on 'lCA1)p6hl, 5"• Here, evidently, 
with a force similar to that in Mt. 13", it means" to satisfy the require­
ments of." See ex. of its use with reference to a contract in M. and M. 
Voc. s. v. On oB'thlc;, meaning "in this way, by the conduct just 
enjoined," cf. Mt. 315• But there must be supplied in thought some 
such expression as "in the matter of another's burden," since mutual 
burden-bearing is evidently not the full content of the law of the 
Christ. 

3 • ~ IL "" 't I S' " ,"- "" • I 
• E£ "(UP OUKE£ TL', E£11a£ TL µ1}u€V 6JV, .,.,pEva1raTff: EaVTOV' 

"For if any one thinketh himself to be something, when he is 
nothing, he deceiveth himself." Introduced by -ydp this sen­
tence gives a reason for the injunction of v.2h, aAA~Awv Ttt fJdpTJ 

fJaUTafErE, and implies that conceit, thinking one's self to be 

something more than one really is, tends to make one unwilling 
to share another's burden. Conceiving ourselves to have no 
faults, we have no sympathy with those who have faults and 
refuse to make their shortcomings any concern of ours. 
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On the expression l!oxe!y elsoc! -re, cf. on 2•••· Of the two meanings 

with which usage shows the expression to have been used, the context 
makes it evident that it bears one in 2• and the other here, meaning 
there "to be esteemed of importance (by others)," here "to esteem one's 

self to be of importance." Note the bearing of ippeYoc1toc-r~ eocu-r6Y. 

On the use of µ:JjllaY l:>v with l!oxetY elYOC! -re, cf. Plato, Apol. 41E, 

lib lSoxwa! -re e!Yocc, [J.1Jl5aY 6v-rec;. The participle C,y is concessive, 

expressing, a condition which is adverse to aoxei, etc., equivalent to 
El [J.1Jl5,h fo-rt. Otherwise stated, the conditional clause and the par­

ticipial phrase together are equivalent to e! c!oxei -rcc; e!Yct:! -re xocl 

[J.TJ!SEY ea-re, in which the combination of the two elements is causal­
conditional. On the combination of causal and concessive ~nditional 
elements, see comment on 1 •. In such cases [J.TJ is the regular negative, 

both in classical and later Greek. BMT 485. Against the connection 
of i:>Y, as a causal participle, with the apodosis ippeYoc'ltoc-r~ (Zahn) the 
negative [J.TJ is not decisive, but the implied affirmation that no man is 

anything and that any man who thinks himself to be something de­
ceives himself, imports into the sentence a harshness of judgment that 

is not warranted by the context or the apostle's other utterances. CJ. 
esp. Rom. 12•11· Phil. 2•"·· 

<l>peYOC'ltoc-raw appears here for the first time in extant Greek literature 

and here only in N. T. It is not found in the Lxx, Apocr. or Patr. 
Ap., but first after Paul, so far as noted, in Galen, Hesych. (L. & S.) 

and eccles. and Byzant. writers (Th.). ippeYOC'lt<X-.TJ<; is found in Tit. 1 10, 

µ.oc-roc10Myo1 xocl ippeYOC'lt<X-rocc, "vain talkers and deceivers," which is 

quoted in the longer recension of Ig:n. Trall. 6. This noun appears 
also in a papyrus (Grenfell, An Alexandrian Erotic Fragment, Oxford, 

1896, p. 2) said by Grenfell to be not later than 100 A. D. The Greek 

of the- passage is obscure,* but the word ippeYOC'lt<X'tTJ<; applied by a 

woman to her former lover seems clearly to mean "deceiver," not as 

Blass affirms (Bl.-D. n9. 2), "one who deceives his own mind," "con­

ceited." The noun is not found in the Lxx, Apocr. or Patr. Ap. On 
the meaning of the verb, cf. Jas. 1 21, d:1toc-rwY xocpo!ocY eocu-.ou and such 
compounds as ippeYo8e).yTJ<; (heart-charming), q,peY01tA6'ltoc;t (heart­
stealing, deceiving), yoµ.01$1156:=).oc;, enpoo18oca-x.oc).e!Y, e[liw).o).oc-rp!oc, 

e!liw).o).oc-rpe!Y (Hermas, cited by Bl.-D. u9. 2), which indicate that it 

means to deceive the mind, and that it differs from d:'ltoc-r<l:w in that it is 

more intensive, as d:'ltoc't~Y xocplS!ocv iocu-rou is a stronger expression for 

* uvvo6n0v Ex.., TO fl'oAV ,rllp TO e., rg 1JtvxD 11,0V IC«t6p.evov· TCliiTCl II.€ O.Bue1i1ra.V1"& ,.,.. 

08.vvcj. 0 4>p&vo.1r&.TlJt; 0 ,rpO Toii µ.Eya. 4,ponw, ,cca.i. 0 Tllv ,c\l,rpw all 4,0.µ.&vor; Elva., -roii EpG.v µ.a, 

a:iTia.v (or wot~Tpc.av or p.H'CX.L1"la.v) 1 oV,c (or dv) ~V£11Ct' J\ia.v Tl)v (or ff'4V1",11w) 1"VXOVO'ctV 

ci.Oucia.v. 

t .;p,vo/ll<u/l11•, exceptionally among such compounds of <l>P'I• is passive, " injured in under­
standing, insane.,, 
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self-deception than ,b:o:-rwv io:u-r6v. There is the less reason for taking 

the verb as itself reflexive in that it is here accompanied by lo:u-r6v. 

4. TO ~e lp-yov f«VTOV ~OKtµatbw [Ka<TTO<;, Kal. TOTE Et<; 

EavTov µovov TO KaVXTJµa ltei Ka, ovK EtS' Tov lTEpov, "And 
let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have his 
ground of glorying in respect to himself and not in respect to 

his fellow." This sentence being, like v.2, a command, oe joins 
it not to v.• (ovv would in that case have been the appropriate 

particle), but to v.2
, or, better, to vv.2

• 3 taken together. The 

self-deceived man may boast of his superiority to the man who 

has fallen into a fault, not perceiving his own real condition. 
He has in reality ground of glorying only in respect to his fellow 

and his shortcomings. But the man who tests himself has his 

ground of glorying, whatever that be, in respect to himself. 
CJ. Mt. 71-5, 

WH. bracket llto:a-roc; on the basis of its omission by B Sah. But the 

omission is so easily explainable as in both cases a wholly inadvertent 

error, that even the measure of doubt expressed by the bracket seems 

hardly justifiable. 

On the use of lnov, meaning "what one achieves, the result of one's 

effort," cJ. 1 Cor. 3"""· eo:u-rou is here, as usually in N. T., emphatic. 

C/. 1 Cor. 13• 2 Cor. 10" • 

.6.olttµal;w, a frequent word in classical writers from Herodotus down, 

in the Lxx, and in N. T., Qccurs in Paul in the three senses: (a) "to 

test," "to discriminate": 1 Thes. 2•b 521; (b) "to approye''.: Rom. 14"; 

(c) "to think best": ''to choose": Rom. 1 18 (so alsb-Jo;;Ant. 2. 176 [7•]). 

Here clearly in the first sense. CJ. esp. 1 Cor. 313B. 1121• 

T6-re, though doubtless temporal, "then, when he shall have tested 

his own work," has nearly the force of &po:, as in 5n. CJ. 1 Cor. 4•. 

A protasis may be mentally s~pplied, "if his work shall be proved 

good," or 't'o lto:6:x:TJIJ.C! may mean in effect, "his ground of glorying, 

whatev.er that be," the implication in such case being that he who 

examines himself will not fail to find something of good in himself. 

On de;, meaning "in respect to," see Rom. 420 2 Cor. 1011 (cJ. vv. 11 , ", 

where iv is used in a similar relation, but expressing strictly basis or 

ground of boasting) Phil. 1•. Note the emphatic position of de; 

eo:u-rov µ6vov at the beginning of the sentence with its correlative 

de; 't'OY l!npov. 

Ko:6:x:1JIJ.C!, found in Pindar, but not observed elsewhere in classical 

writers, occurs not infrequently in the Lxx and Apocr., but not in 

Ps. Sol.; in N. T. in Heh. 3• and ten times in Paul; in Patr. Ap. in 
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Clem. Rom. 341 only, probably under the influence of Heb. 3•. It is 
in itself a less opprobrious term than the English word "boast," refer­
ring rather to exultation, g~atulation, without the implication of the 

English word that it is excessive or unjustified. Though sometimes 
used in the active sense, "boasting, glorying" (thus in the proper 

sense of l!.oc6,c:1)atc;, as l!.oc6,c:1)atc; in turn is used in the sense of l!.oc6x.1Jµ.cx 

in 2 Cor. 1" and probably in Rom. 15 17), as, for example, in 2 Cor. 511, 

and probably in I Cor. 5• Phil. 1•• (contra Mey. Ell., who maintain 
that l!.oc6,c:1)µ.cx never has this sense). yet in the present passage stand­

ing as the object of l!~e1, it naturally demands the more common and 
proper meaning, "ground of glorying." CJ. Rom. 41 2 Cor. 1", etc. 

The use of e!c; eocu't"6v in preference to ev iocu't"cj> (cj. Rom. 1,517 2 Thes. 

1• and note above on e!c; !ocu't"6v) favours, indeed, the meaning "glory­
ing." since de; hu't"6v can, strictly speaking, limit only the element of 

glorying, l!.oc6x.1Jatc;, which is involved in l!.oc6x.1Jµ.cx, "ground of glory­
ing." Yet such a limitation of an element of a word of complex mean­
ing is, of course, possible, and there is, therefore, no sufficient reason 

for departing from the proper sense of l!.oc6x.1Jµ.cx, especially as l!~.1 also 
calls for the thought, "ground of glorying." The article with l!.OC6')(.1)µ.cx 

is restrictive, "his ground of glorying." It emphasises the idea ex­
pressed by µ6vov. He is to have, not "a ground of glorying in respect 

to himself," but "his (only) ground in respect to himself alone." 

Tov l!'t"epov is understood by Ell. as meaning "the other one with 
whom he is contrasting himself"; and this interpretation, making the 

article restrictive, but only as designating the individual who belongs 
to an imaginary situation presented to the mind, not one definitely 

named in the context, is not impossible (rf. Lk. II11 15•• • Jn. 1611). 

But Rom. 21 13• 1 Cor. 4• 61 1o''• " 1417 Phil. 2• show clearly that 
I, ~epoc;'W3.!! used in the sense of "fellow, neighbour" (cf. the similar 

use of -tliv 'ltA1Ja!ov in Mk. 12" Acts 721 Rom. 131• Jas. 4"). On the 
. other hand, in quotations from the Lxx of Lev. 19", aou is always 
present, Mk. 12", etc., the article having the generic indefinite force, 
i. e., making the noun refer not to the whole cla.•,s (as, e. g., in Mk. 2 21), 

but to any member whatever of the class. See illustrations of this 
latter use in the cases of -tov 'ltA1Ja!ov without aou cited above, and 

in Mt. 151 Acts Io'' Gal. 41, et freq. The two interpretations differ 
only in that if the article is restrictive the reference is to the particular 

imagined wrong-doer with whom one compares himself; if it is generic 

the statement is more general; one's glorying pertains to hj.mself, not 

to his (i. e.., any) fellow. The usage of o l!-tepoc; and I, 'ltAl)a!ov, a 

synonym of I, l!-tepoi;, favours the latter' view. 

5. lKaCTTO'; "(O.p 70 ra,ov </,oprtov ~aCTTMEt. "For each 

man shall bear his own burden." Between </Jopr{ov (used by 
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Greek writers from Aristotle down, in the Lxx, Apocr. and 
in N. T.; in Acts 2]1° of a ship's cargo; elsewhere, Mt. u 30 23' 

Lk. u 46 and here, figuratively of a task to be accomplished or a 

burden borne by the mind) and (Up'T'f (v.2) no sharp distinction 

can be drawn. Starting with the exhortation to bear one 

another's burdens (of sin), the apostle, having enforced this by 
the warning against self-deception through conceiving that it 

is only the other man that has such burdens to bear, and having 
bidden each one test himself, now argues for the necessity of 

such testing by the affirmation that every man has his own 

burden, i. e., of weakness and sin. The paradoxical antithesis 
to v.2a is doubtless conscious and intentional. CJ. Phil. 2 12_. 13• 

It is the man who knows he has a burden of his own that is 

willing to bear his fellow's burden. 

On Yotoc; as an emphatic possessive instead of ia:u<toO or o!l!.eio~, see 

Bl.-D. 286; MNTG 87 ff. (,a:a<t&cm is a gnomic future; BMT 69. 

2. Exhortations having a less direct relation to the prin,­

cipal subject of the epis#e (66-10). 

Having dealt with the several aspects of the situatibn which 

the judaisers had created in Galatia by their criticism of the 
gospel as preached by Paul, the apostle now, as in most of his 

epistles, but more briefly than usually, adds exhortations hav­

ing to do with the general moral and religious life of the churches. 

Dealing first with the support of teachers, which he urges on 

fundamental grounds, he exhorts them to persistence in doing 

good work, and specifically in doing good to their fellows, espe-
cially their fellow-Christians. · 

6And let him that is taught in the word share with him that 

teacheth in all good things. 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 

for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap; 8because he 

that soweth to his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption, but 

he that soweth to the spirit shall of the Spirit reap life eternal. 
9And let us not be weary in doing that which is good; for in due 

season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10As therefore we have oppor­

tunity, let us do that which is good towards all, but especially 

towards those who are of the household of the faith. 



VI, 5-6 335 

6. KoLVWVEfrW aE o Kan1xovµEVO<; TOV }..dryov Tq> KaT'f/XOVV'TL 

ev 1f'aaw i:i-ya0ok "And Jet him that is taught in the word 

share with him that teacheth in all good things." The thought 

of mutual burden bearing; more or less present throughout 

vv.2 -5, perhaps suggests the theme of this v., but no more than 

suggests it; the subject is new, having no direct relation to the 

topic of the epistle as a whole. Cj. for a similar example of pas­

sage to a new division of the subject, yet with superficial con­

nection with what immediately precedes, Rom. 6111 •• On the 

use of oe at the beginning of a new division of the supject, see 

Rom. u 13 1617, 25 1 Cor. 725 81• The expressions o KaT'f/XOVµEvor; 

and -r<j, Ka-r,,,xovvn, occurring in a letter so early in the apostolic 

age as this one, furnish interesting and instructive evidence how 

soon religious teaching became an element of the life of the 

Christian community. The fact that those who receive in­

struction are called upon to contribute to the support of the 

teacher shows that such teaching in all probability was not 

undertaken merely as a voluntary and relatively light avocation 

(comparable to the work of a modern Bible-class teacher) but 

occupied in preparation for it and the work itself, if not the 

teacher's whole time, yet enough so that it was necessary to 

compensate him for the loss of income which he thus sustained. 

In short, it is a class of paid teachers to which this verse refers. 

The article with both KaT'f/'X,OVµEvor; and with Ka-r'f/xovvn is, of 

course, generic indefinite, designating any member of the class; 

cj. on Tew eTEpov, v.4• On the teaching class in the early church, 

cj. I Thes. 512 1 Cor. 1228 Eph. 411 
I Tim. 517• On its existence 

in the second century, see Dobschiltz, Christian Life in the Prim­

itive Church, pp. 345 f.; Harnack, Expansion of Christianity, pp. 

333-366. On the subject of such teaching, see below on rov 
Ao')'OV. 

Ell. Ltft. Zahn, Tdf. Weizs. ERV. and ARV. dissociate this verse 
from the preceding by a paragraph at this point, and connect it 
with the following. Stage, Bous. and Segond put v. • by itself. WH. 
join v.• with what precedes, making a half paragraph at the end of v.•; 
Weymouth a full paragraph. The last-named view makes this sen­

tence an appended remark on a subject not closely connected with 
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what precedes; the second isolates it both from what precedes and 
what follows. Neither view is so probable as that which finds the 
suggestion of the sentence in what precedes and its further enforce­

ment in vv. 7• •. Thus interpreted, the whole passage becomes continu­

ous and intelligible. See below on vv. 7• •. 

Kotll(,)YEW, used by classical writers from Euripides down, in the Lxx, 

Apocr. N. T. and Patr. Ap., means in general "to share," i. e., "to 
be a partner in" (a thing) or "with" (a person). The name of the 

person with whom one shares is in the dative, if expressed; the thing 
in the genitive, in the dative, or after a preposition. See, e. g., Plato, 

Rep. 453A, l!.otvwveiv -rtvt de; il!1tcxY't'cx, "to be a partner with one in 
respect to everything"; Polyb. 31.26•, l!.Otvwveiv 't'tvt 1tep/ -rtvoc;. 

Sir. 131 : b l!.otvwv6>v 01tl!pW,XYlj) bµotwflfiae-rcxt cxu-rij,. Most commonly 
the emphasis is upon the receptive side of the partnership or fellow­

ship, i. e., the subject is chiefly receptive. Thus in Rom. 15", e! ya:p 

't'Oi<; 'ltYeUµ<XTtl!.Ot<; CXU't'WY el!.otvwv-qacxv 't'Q: lflYI'), 1 Tim. S" Heh. 2" 

1 Pet. 411 2 Jn. 11 • Yet the active aspect may also be emphasised, as 
in Rom. 1211, -rcxic; xpelo:tc; -rwv ay{wv l!.Otvwvouv-rec;. Barn. 191 : 

l!.otvwvfiaet<; ,!v 1tiiatv -rij, 1t):Y)afov aou, l!.cxl oul!. epeic; Yotcx e!v,n· e! ya:p 

ev 't'ij, · &q,8&:pTlj) l!.OtVWYO{ fo-re, 1t6alj) µii).).ov ev 't'Oi<; ipflcxp-roi<;, with 

which cj. Did. 4•. In Phil. 416 the verb itself is clearly mutual or 
neutral in meaning, though with the emphasis on the side of giving: 

oulleµlcx µot el!.l!.Al)a{cx faotvwvl)aev s!,; )..6yov o6aewc; l!.cxl ).fiµ,j,ew<; e! 

µri oµeic; µ6vot. It seems probable, ,indeed, that the word itself is 
always, strictly speaking, neutral in meaning, as is the English verb, 
"share," and the noun, "partner." It is the context alone that indi­

cates which aspect of the partnership is specially in mind. In the 
present passage the chief determinative element is the phrase ev 1tiiatv 

&ycxOoic;. If this referred exclusively to spiritual goods, l!.otvwve!-rM 

would have reference to the receptive side, if to material goods, to 
impartation. Since it is apparently an inclusive term (see below) 

referring to both spiritual and material good, Mtvwve/'t'W is best taken 

as in Phil. 4" as referring to a mutual, reciprocal sharing, wherein he 

that was taught received instruction and gave of his property. Yet 
in view of the context, it must be-supposed that here, as also in Rom. 

14"; Phil. 4"; Barn. 19•, the emphasis is upon the impartation (of mate­
rial'good). See esp. the extended argument in Wies. Though taking 

the verb as intransitive, Ell. Alf. Ltft. suppose the reference here to 
be exclusively to the element of giving. Zahn takes a similar view. 

Mey. and after him Sief., on the other hand, suppose receiving only 
to be referred to. 

Kcx-rlJ'X.EM occurs first in extant literature in Philo, Leg. ad Gaium, 1g8 

(30), l!.<X't'TJ'X.lJ't'O:t 1le 11-rt, "he was informed that"; then in N. T. Lk. 1• 

Acts 1811 21"• " Rom. :118 1 Cor. 1411 et lf.l.; in Jos. Vit. 366 (65): 
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Ml cz~6,; at ,co).).d; K<Z't'l)V)aw 't'wv cirvoouµevwv: "I will myself inform 
you of many things hitherto unknown"; and in later writers, Plutarch, 
Sextus Empiricus, Diogenes Laertius, Lucian, Porphyry; see Wetstein 

on Lk. 1•. But the simple verb iix.w, "to sound" (intrans. and trans.), 
is found in Hesiod, Herodotus, Euripides, etc.; and this fact, together 

with the existence in the Philo passage of the meaning "to inform," 
which must have been developed from the literal sense "to sound 

down," and the use of the noun K<Z't'-ljl(.'l)atc; in the sense of "instruc­
tion" at l~ast as early as the third century B. c. make it probable that 

K<Z't'1Jl(.EW is much older than the earliest extant example. The clue 

to its meaning is found in the use of l!.<Z't'-ljl(.'l)atc;, which appears in 

Hippocr. 28" (L. & S.) in the expression K<Z't'-ljl(.'l)atc; !1ltw't'wv, with 
reference to the oral admonition of the physician to his patient (so 

Ci:emer); and in a passage of Chrysippus (240 B. c.) preserved in Diog. 

Laert. VII 1. 53 (89) (quoted by Wetstein on Lk. 1•): cStcza"t"paq,aa8(Zt 

cSe 't'O AO"(tl!.OV t;wov, 'ICO't'E µsv cStd: 't'IX<; 't'WV l!~w8ev ,cp(Z"(IJ,(Z't'EIWV '1Ct8(Z­

v6't'1j't'(Z<;• ,co't'e 1ls cStd: 't'TJV Kcz't'-ljx.'l)O'tY 't'wv auv6V't'wv: "And if a reason­

ing creature is astray, this is sometimes because of the allurements 

of external things, sometimes because of the teaching of his compan­
ions." Here the word clearly means "instruction," or "expression of 

'Opinion." Cicero also uses it in ad Att. XV 12 (quoted by Cremer): Sed 
quid aetati credendum sit, quid nornini, quid hereditati, quid K<Z't'1JlC.iJO"et, 

magni consilii est. In N. T. the verb has the two meanings: (a) "to 

inform": Acts 21 21 , "; (b) "to teach": Acts 18" Rom. 2 18, etc. The 
primary meaning of the word and its usage, though not wholly decisive, 

suggest that it referred chiefly, if not exclusively, to oral instruction. 

CJ. the derivative English words "catechism" and "catechetical." 
Concerning the history of the word, especially its later ecclesiastical 

usage, see v. Zezschwitz, System der christl. Katechetik. 

Tov )..6rov, an accusative of content, denotes the substance of the 
instruction communicated by the teacher. Paul uses o )..6roc; (absol.) 

of his own message in 1 Thes. 1• Col. 4•, but more commonly 
characterises it as a message of God (1 Thes. 211 Col. 1" Phil. 1"), 

or according to its content (1 Cor. 111 2• 2 Cor. s" Eph. 1"). 

It is undoubtedly to be taken here as an inclusive term for the 

Christian message. It is in the nature of the case that the in­

struction given by the local teachers must have been in large part 

that which Paul had communicated to them. The elements that 

entered into this body of teaching can not be defined accurately and 

exhaustively, but probably included: (a) the doctrine of a living and 
true God as against the worship of idols (see 1 Thes. 1• Gal.A•·"); (b) 

those narratives of the life of Jesus and those elements of his teach­
ing which were to Paul of central significance, especially his death, 

resurrection, and return (1 Cor. II"11• 151·• 1 Thes. 1 10 5111,); with 
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which was joined (c) the teaching concerning the way of salvation 

which had its basis in these facts (see the passages cited above); (d) 
the fundamental principles of Christian ethics (1 Thes. 41ff. •ff-), To 

what exient the 0. T. scriptures (in the Lxx version) were put into 
the hands of the converts or their teachers and made the basis of their 

instruction, is more difficult to determine with accuracy. That the 

apostle did not refer them to these scriptures as throughout an author­

itative guide for the Christian life is clear from the fact that his own 
teaching respecting the law, in particular respecting circumcision, un­

clean foods, and the Sabbath, was not in accordance with the statutes 
of the 0. T. law. Yet, on the other hand, the early acceptance of 

0. T. in the Christian church as sacred scripture, and the apostle's 

own frequent -use of it and reference to it in writing to his churches 

(Rom. 1• et freq.), makes it evident that in his own day 0. T. was 

already an important factor in the life of most of the churches founded 
by him. The fact that there are no express quotations from 0. T. 

in I and 2 Thes. suggests the possibility that the use of 0. T. in Gen­

tile churches was due to judaising influence rather than to the apostle. 
Yet the evident connection between his fundamental idea of God 

(1 Thes. 1•) and 0. T., and the favourable attitude which, despite 

his practical rejection of its authority, he assumes towards 0. T. 

in general (cf. Rom. 7" 9•, et freq.), and his frequent use of it in argu­
ment, make it probable that while his message was distinctly Christian, 

having its authority not in the book but in his interpretation of his­
torical facts as learned through human experience, yet he saw in 0. T. 

an invaluable aid to the development of religious life, and as such 
commended it to his converts. If, then, the ),,6-yo<; of the teachers 

was based on that of Paul, it contained elements derived from 0. T., 

yet was distinctly Christian in content, including historic fact, Chris­

tian doctrine, and Christian ethics. 

'Ev 1tiia1v <iyoc8ot<; is probably to be taken as referring to both spiri­

tual and material good. CJ. 1 Cor. 911 Rom. 1527 ; Barn. 19•; Did. 41• 

For <iyoc8&:, meaning material good, see Lk. 12 18 16"; spiritual good, 

Mt. 12"• ", the latter a particularly instructive example, since it refers 
not precisely to good conduct but to good thoughts and words, as 

does the present passage if it designates that which the teacher imparts. 

The idea of good conduct Paul usually expressed by the singular -ro 
<iyoc86v (Rom. 210 12••" 13•b 14" 16" 1 Thes. 5"; cf. the similar use of 

-ro xoc),,6v in 521 and in v.• below) or (pyov <iyoc86v (Rom. 2 7 13• 2 Cor. 91 

Phil. 1•). The neuter plural occurs in the Pauline letters in the phrase 
lpyoc <iyoc8&: in Eph. 210 1 Tim. 2 10, and without lpyoc, but with the 

article in Rom. 3• only, where it signifies things that are (spiritually) 
advantageous. The Pauline usage, therefore, furnishes no decisive 

or weighty evidence for or against either the material or the spiritual 
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sense here; and in view of the co=on Greek usage illustrated in the 
passages from the gospels quoted above, the word 1tixa1v, and the 
inclusive, mutual · sense of ltotv«.>vw, it seems probable that the 

phrase is intended to cover both the spiritual good which the teacher 

has to impart and the material good which he is to receive. The 
thought is then akin to that of Rom. 1521 , the exhortation being to 
those that are taught to be partners with their teachers in all goods, 
giving to those who teach them of that which they themselves possess, 

as they receive what the teachers have to impart. See esp. Wieseler's 

full discussion. Consistently with their respective interpretations of 

)(.OtV«.>vel't"«.> Ell. Alf. Ltft. Zahn take it of material good only, Mey. 

and Sief. of spiritual 1500d. 

7. µ:q 1rXa11aC10e, 0Eo<; ov µVICTrJp{tETaL· a -yap EO,V C17rE{pv 

lJ,v0pc,nros, TOVTO ,ea, 0ep{CTEL, 8. 8n O C17rE{pwv E[S T;,11 CTapKa 

ecwTov EK Tij<; CTapKos 0ep{CTEL <f,0opdv, o oe C11retpw11 ets To 

7rllEVµa EK TOV 7r11EtJµaTOS 0ep{CTEL rw1111 atwvLOV. "Be not 

deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap; because he that soweth to his own flesh 

shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth to the 
spirit shall of the Spirit reap life eternal." With µ:q 1rXa11aC10e 

(cf. similar use of these words in I Cor. 69 1533* Jas. 116) the 

apostle introduces the statement of a general principle, which 

serves primarily to enforce the exhortation of v. 6 by bringing 
the specific matter there referred to· under a great general law. 

To the apostle's thought the attitude of the Galatians towards 

their teachers is but a specific example of their attitude towards 

life in general. If they are unreceptive to spiritual teaching, 

and, undervaluing it, are unwilling to support their teachers, 

preferring to spend their money on themselves, they are sow­

ing to (for the benefit of) their own fleshly natures, and the 

harvest will be corruption. If, on the other hand, recognising 
their need of teaching and its value, they are of receptive mind 

towards those who are able to instruct them and willingly con­

tribute of their goods that such teaching may continue, they 

are sowing to (for the benefit of) the spirit, and the harvest 

will be eternal life. For similar instances of a seeming dis-

• It is probably only accidental coincidence that in these other Pauline instances of P.11 
wA«v.ic,9• the error against which he warns his readers is substantially the same as here, 
via., overva.lU&tloD of the material side of life, with danger of the loss of eternal life. 
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parity in importance between the duty enjoined and the con­
sideration appealed to to enforce it, see Phil. 2 1

•
10 1 Cor. n 31

•
33

• 

Yet these verses are probably not simply for the enforcement 
of v.6• The apostle may also have desired to bring this prin­

ciple before his readers for its own sake. Having in vv.1· 6• 

brought before his readers certain specific applications of the 

teaching of 513
•
26

, thus narrowing the horizon from the general 

contrast between life according to the flesh and life by the 

Spirit, he now, reversing the process, restores the broader view 
with which he began. 

IlA<Xw, a classical word, used from Homer down in a literal sense, 

(a) active, "to cause to wander," passive, "to wander," "to go 

astray," and (b) in various figurative senses, is used in the Lxx, Apocr. 
and N. T. both literally and figuratively, but most commonly in an 

intellectual and moral sense, "to turn aside from truth," "to deceive," 
"to lead into sin." In Paul it always means "to deceive" (1 Cor. 6• 

15"; cf. 2 Tim. 313 Tit. 3•). It is somewhat frequent in Patr. Ap.: Ign. 
Epk. 161 : µ-lj' 1t:A1Xv(fcr8e, ix5eAcpo! µou· ol o!:1tocp86pot ~IXCltAEIIXY 8,oii o~ 

:>tA'l)povoµ-iicroucrtv. See also Mag. 81; Pkilad. 3•. 

0e6c; without the article, though infrequent as subject nominative, 
sometimes occurs. It is always (see 2• and textual note there), as in 

oblique cases also, qualitative, emphasising the divine attributes, and 
designating not simply the being God, but God as divine. This is 

undoubtedly the force here. God, because he is God, not man, is not 

mocked. 
Mu:1tnipll;w (cf. µu:>t't"1JP, nose), though not found in the extant texts 

of classical writers, is shown by a passage in Poll. Onom. 2 78 to have 
been used by Lysias. µu:>t'n)ptcrµ6c; is also found in Menand. Incert. 

402. Both verb and noun are frequent in the Lxx, and occur in the 
Apocr. In N. T. the verb alone occurs and in this passage only. 

If taken in its usual sense, "to turn up the nose," "to ridicule," or 
in the tropical meaning, "to ignore" (as perhaps in Prov. 15•), it is 

necessary to supply "with impunity" (Ell.). But even with this addi­

tion the meaning thus obtained is not appropriate to the context. 

That of which the apostle speaks is not a ridicule of God which he 
will not leave unpunished, but an outwitting of God, an evasion of 

his laws which men think to accomplish, but, in fact, can not. It 
seems necessary, therefore, to suppose here an easy metonymy (he 
who is outwitted being thereby made ridiculous) for "outwit, evade." 

CJ. for a similar, though not identical, metonymy (cited by Elsner, ad 

loc.), Cicero, Ep. ad Diversos, XV 19•: Scis quam se semper a nobis 

derisum putet. Vereor, ne nos rustice gladio velit ixv-;tµu:1tnip!crczt. 
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The present is gnomic, and the implication is that what does not hap­
pen can not happen. The application of the statement is in what 

follows: It is vain to expect to outwit God by reaping a harvest differ­
ent from that which one has sown. CJ. Polyc. Phil. 5. 1: e!1S6·m;, o~v, 

lh1 8eo~ ou µux,;'l)pll;e't'o:t, 6ipe!Aoµev &;~lw~ 't'ij~ ev-:oAij~ o:u-,;ou xo:l o6~1); 

'll:EPl'ltO:'t'EtV. 

The figure of sowing and reaping for conduct and its results is a 

frequent one, occurring in Plato, Phaedr. 260C; Arist. Rhet. 3. 3• 

(14o6 b, 10
); · (cf. also Dern. 280"'·: o ya:p 't'O crdpµo: 'ltO:po:crxwv, ou't'o~ 't'wv 

q,uV't'Wv o:T't'to~: "For he that furnished the seed is responsible for what 

grows"; Prov. 22• Hos. 87 10"1• Job. 4•; Sir. 7•; Test. XII Pat. Lev. 

13•; Philo, ConJ. ling. 21 (7); Lk. 1921 1 Cor. 911 2 Cor. 9•. Note 
esp. the last two passages. o cmelpwv is best taken as a general present 
participle, referring to any member of the class described by the par­

ticiple. Ou the use of the article, cJ. on 't'ov !'t'epov v. • and o l<.O:'t"IJl(OU­

{Uvo; v. •. Though the antithesis between a&:p~ and 'ltveuµo: recalls, 

probably intentionally, the same terms used antithetically in 5"-", 
the words are probably not used here in precisely the same sense 

as there. Had the apostle wished to reproduce the idea of the earlier 
passage, he must have written simply d~ a&:pl<.o: or d~ 't'TjV a&:pl<.o:. 

The addition of eo:u't'ou, the force of et~ marking the a&:p~ as the end, 
that unto which the action takes place (see below), not, as in 511-u, 
that from which the tendency to evil proceeds, and the connection 

with v.•, all indicate that a&:p~ is here not "that in man which makes 

for evil" (cJ. on 510
), but has reference to the body, the physical element 

of man. CJ. chap. 3• Rom. 2" 1 Cor. 5• 2 Cor. 71, where a&:p~ in this 

physical sense stands in antithesis to 'ltveuµo:, and chap. 4" 2 Cor. 411 

Eph. 2" 5" Col. 1", where limited by a possessive genitive it has this 

sense. He who will not share his goods with the religious teacher, 
withholds them, it is assumed, that he may spend the more on the 

gratification of bodily appetites in food, drink, and the like. Thus he 

sows unto his own flesh, spends effort for the (supposed) benefit or 
gratification of it. The position of eo:u't'oii is emphatic (Bl.-D. 283) and 

the word itself conveys an essential element of the thought; to seek the 
physical well-being of others would be an act of quite different moral 

quality and effect from devotion to the gratification of one's own phys­

ical desires. The sentence is not, then, a repetition of the self-evident 

proposition of v. 7 in the specific form that if one sow evil he will reap 

evil, but the assertion that if one devote himself to the. things of his 

body ( which is not in itself evil) rather than to those of the spirit, if 
he prefer the lower to the higher, such a course issues in corruption. 

Ltft. interprets et~ as meaning "into," thus making the a&:p~ the soil 

in which one sows seed. This is not seriously to be objected to on 

the ground urged by Ell. that N. T. usage would in this case require 
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lv or h:l; for all his exx. are from the gospels, and Mk. 411, though 

not precisely parallel, shows the possibility of using e!c;. The real 

objection lies in the thought which this parabolic interpretation yields. 

What would be meant by casting seed into one's own flesh? What 

by "reaping corruption" in that literal sense which a parabolic inter­

pretation requires as the basis of the spiritual sense? It is evident 

that the apostle is not constructing a condensed parable consistent 

throughout (like that of Mk. 420tI-), but employing individual terms 

"sow" and "reap" in a figurative sense, and that e!c; is not, there­

fore, to be taken spatially but tropically. The meaning of aixp~ in 

Ell 'tijc; acxpll6c; is doubtless the same as in elc; 't:T)Y aixpxcx ecxu'tou: the 

body, or, by metonymy, the bodily desires. The article may be ge­

neric, the later clause widening the horizon of the former, but is more 

probably restrictive, by implication carrying an au'tou with it. (On 

this use of the article, cf. on 5".) 

cl>6opix (a classical word jn use from JEschylus down, meaning 

"decay," "destruction," "death," used also in the Lxx, Apocr. Ps. 

Sol. Patr. Ap.) interpreted solely by the clause in which it stands, 

would naturally mean "corruption," "decay" (cf. Col. 2") perhaps 

inclusive of a physical (cf. Ps. Sol. 4• (7)) and a moral sense, but prob­

ably referring particularly to moral corruption (Wisd. 14" 2 Pet. 1•; 

2 Clem. 6•; cf. the use of ip6elpw in 1 Cor. 1533 2 Cor. 72 n• Eph. 4"). 

Nor is it impossible that this is the apostle's meaning, for to such a 

thought, eternal life, ~w-1) a!,fmoc;, · is not an impossible antithesis. 

Yet in view of the Pauline use of ip6opix (Rom. 821 1 Cor. 1542 • ••), the 

reference to the flesh in the immediate context, and the antithesis of 

eternal life in the second member of the sentence, it seems probable 

that by ip6opixv Paul means that corruption and death of the body, 

from which, for those who have not lived according to the spirit, there 

is no rising to eternal life. See Rom. 619• .. 8•·17, esp. 13: e! rd:p xa'td: 

aixp:itcx ~ij'te [J.0.Ae'te &-i,:o6vfiaxm, d oe neuµcm 'td:c; -i,:pix~etc;; 'tOU 

awµa'toc; 6CX\lcx'toii'te ~iJaea6e, where, to be sure, aixp~ is used in a dis­

tinctly ethical, .not as here in a physical sense, but 'td:c; -i,:pix~tc; -tou 

aw(J.CX'toc; conveys very nearly the idea here expressed by a-i,:e(pwv de; 

't:T)Y aixpxcx i!cxu'tou. In other words Paul here affirms that devotion of 

one's self to the material, bodily side of life, brings physical death 

unrelieved by the Christian hope of resurrection which rests upon the 

indwelling of the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead. 

E!c; 'to 1tveuµa, lx 'toii -i,:veuµcx'toc;; is in form a perfect antithesis to 

e[c; 't:T)Y aixpxcx, ex 'tijc; acxpx6c;. Yet neuµa and -i,:veu(J.CX'toc; are prob­

ably not used in precisely the same sense. The neuµa unto which 

one sows is primarily one's own neuµa, the non-material, intellec­

tual, spiritual side of man's being, which is the seat of the religious 

life, and that which survives the cataclysmic experience of physical 



343 

death or the day of the Lord. See detached note on Ilveuµa: and I:6:pe, 

III A 2, p. 490·, and cf. 1 Cor. 5• 7" Rom. 1• 2" 7' 8•· " Phil. 411 

1 Thes. 523 • de; signifies, as in de; niv a6:p:x.cc lccu't"oO, "unto," "for 
the benefit of," and the whole expression a"JCe!p<,>v de; 'to 1CYe0114 refers 

to devotion of energy and resources to the enrichment of the life of 
the spirit,· in particular through the reception of the instruction of the 
:x.CC't"1):;cwv 't"OY )..6-yov. CJ. Col. 1•. That eccu't"oil is not added to 'JCWOµa:, 

as to a6:p:x.oi, signifies not that 'to "JCYeuµa: refers to the spiritual life of 

the whole"community, but that the explicit narrowing of the reference 
to the spirit of the individual would have been incongruous, suggesting 

a certain (spiritual) self-centredness. i!:x. 't"ou "JCYauµa:'t"o<; probably sig­

nifies from the Spirit of God, which dwelling in man is the cause of 

resurrection, and the earnest of eternal life (Rom. 811 2 Cor. 5' Eph. 1"). 

The transition to this meaning from "JCYaOµa: referring to the human 
spirit, is easy because it is the human spirit as engaged in the things 

of the Spirit of God (cf. 1 Cor. 2u, 15) to which 't"O 1Cveuµcc refers (cf. 

Rom. 811). • 

ZwTJ cc[wvto<;, here for the first time in Paul, occurs in his epistles 

much less frequently than in the Johannine literature. See Rom. 2 7 

521 6"· "; cf. 1 Tim: 1 16 612 Tit. 1• 37• The earliest appearance of this 

phrase is in the Greek of Dan. 12', translating C~'JI ~\I:,, then 

in Ps. Sol. 316 : ol Be q,o~ouµevot :x.uptOY CXYCCC!'t"T)CJOY't"CCt de; t;(t)T)Y 

a!wvtov. 1 Enoch (Syn. and Giz.) 1010 : aA1Clt;oua1 t;i)acct t;(t)TJY cc!wvtov, 

:x.ccl !S't"t l;T)CJo't"CCt !:x.aa't"o<; au't"wv lhl) 1CaY't"0tY.6ata. So doubtless in 

37• 40•, though these passages are not extant in Greek. CJ. also 

2 Mac. 7• 4 Mac. 15•. t;(t)T) (in classical writers from Homer down) is 
used by Paul of (a) physical life, the· antithesis of death (Rom. 811 

1 Cor. 321 Phil. 1••, etc.); accompanied by aB't"l), meaning the period of 

existence in the body (1 Cor. 15", cf. 1 Tim. 48), in contrast with that 
which is after the resurrection; but more commonly (b), as constantly 

in John, in a moral-qualitative sense, denoting "existence according 
to the ideal of existence for moral beings," in which ideal are included 

righteousness, the divine approval, blessedness (Rom. 6• 710 8•· •). 

Such life, possessed by God (Col. 3•; cf. Eph. 418) and by Christ (Rom. 

51• 2_ Cor. 410), belongs by virtue of his relation to God in Christ to the 
believer in Christ, both while still in the body (Rom. 6• 2 Cor. 410) and 

after the resurrection (2 Cor. 5•), and is not infrequently spoken of 

without limitation to either period of its possession (2 Cor. 2 11 Phil. 2 11). 

Accompanied by a!wv1oc; this l;wTJ is characterised as "eternal." 

a!wv1oc; appears first in Plato, meaning "perpetual" (Rep. 363D: 

iirlla6:µevo1 :x.6:)..)..ta't"oY cxpa't"l)<; µta8ov µa6l)Y a!wvtov, "esteeming per­

petual drunkenness the finest reward of virtue"); "everlasting" (Tim. 

37, 38C; Legg. X 904A), being clearly associated with a[wv, signifying 

an indefinitely long period (cf. detached note on A!wv, p. 431); see esp. 
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Tim. 37, 38C. As used in later Greek and in particular in the Lxx, 
Apocr. Ps. Sol. N. T., and Patr. Ap., it retains this sense and associa­
tion with cz!wv in the sense just referred to. The supposition that it 

means "reonian," i. e., "pertaining to the coming reon," is insufficiently 

supported by 1 Enoch 1010, and is definitely disproved by the evidence 
as a whole; as is also the suggestion of Brooke, International Critical 

Commentary on 1 John (1 2
) that it may be properly translated "spiri­

tual." 

9. 70 ae KaAOV 1rOLOt/V7ES µ~ EVKaK6'µEil, KaLprp "(ap iatq, 8Ep(­

qoµEv µ~ eK>..vdµEJJoL. "And let us not be weary in doing that 

which is good; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

The thought of reaping, i. e., of obtaining result from one's 

efforts, forms the link of connection between the preceding 
verses and this, in which, nevertheless, the apostle passes still 

further away from the thought that vv.7• 8 were introduced, to 

enforce (viz., the support of teachers), to speak of persistence 
in well-doing in general and its reward. On 7o Ka>..&v as a 

general term for the morally good (it is scarcely used at all in 

N. T. in an resthetic sense), see 1 Thes. 521 Rom. i 8• 21, and cf. 

on €11 1rQ,<1LV a"(a8o'i's, v.6, and on 70 a"(a8&v, v,10. 

As between the two readings bx0<xwµ.ev (or e,x~wµ~v) and 
exxczxwµ.ev, the former is undoubtedly the original. B*D* read evx. 

NAB• 31, 33,326 e,x.. against CD°KLP al. pler. Clem. Chrys. Thdrt. 
which read ex.x. (FG exx~fiawµ.ev). There is no sufficient evidence of 
the existence in N. T. times of the word exx~w, which apparently 

came into N. T. mss. from the usage of a later time. 

'Evx0<xfo (from which exXO<dw apparently differs in form, but not 
in meaning; see Tdf. Ed. viii maj. 2 Cor. 41) appears first in Polybius 

and belongs, therefore, to the vocabulary of the post-classical literary 

language. See Nageli, Wortschatz des Ap. Paulus, p. 32. It is not 
found in the Lxx or, so far as observed, in other Jewish writers 

before N. T. In N. T. it is found in Lk. 181 2 Cor. 410 11 Eph. 311 

2 Thes. 311 et h.l.; also in 2 Clem. 2•; Herm. Mand. 91, and in Symm. 

(200 A. D.) in Gen. 27" Nu. 21• Prov. 311 Isa. 711• In Polyb. 4. 1910 : 

ewxaxlJaczv -ro 1til,l.imv: "They neglected to send"; and in 2 Clem. 2•: 

-rd:~ irpoaeu,cd:~ TJlJ.WY d:,r).w~ cxvczfipe1v 1tpo~ -rov Oeov ll-TJ • • • e,x~wµ.ev, 

it is in effect transitive, meaning "to neglect" and taking an object 

infinitive (or, if one prefers, is a verb of incomplete predication, requir­
ing an infinitive or other equivalent form of expression to complete its 

meaning). In Philo, Conf. ling 51, (13), oux exx.0<xouµ.evo~ (so mss.; 
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C. and W. read :1tccxo6µevoc;) tl:1tv&!l,f8,iv, in 2 Thes. 311, µ-i) iV:1t0CX-f)CTl)-ta 

xccA01totoiiv-tac;, and in the present passage the meaning of the verb 

is, apparently," to grow weary." In these two N. T. passages the predi­

cation of the verb is completed by a participle in agreement with the 

subject. CJ. also Herm. Mand. 9•·: au o~v 11-TJ otccAl'ltl)c; cc!-rouµe110c; -ro 

cc!'t1)µcc 'tf)c; <jlu)(.i)c; aou, xccl AYJ<!in cc6-r6· idtv oi £)(.)tCC)(.YJanc; Ml 01,j,ux.-fianc; 

cc!-rouµevoc;, aeccu-rbv cc!-rtw xccl IJ.TJ 'tbv oti!56v-tcc aot. CJ. Mt. 11 1, and for the 

gramm!Ltical usage BMT 457, 459. In the remaining N. T. instances 

the verb may likewise be transitive, the subject being supplied from 

the context· (so esp. Lk. 181 2 Cor. 41) or intransitive "to be neglectful, 

slothful" (2 Cor. 4" Eph. 313). 

Kcctpijl-!ollJ) is paralleled, in N. T. at least, only in 1 Tim. 2• 615, and 

even· then the plural is used. Yet the use of the separate w~rds is not 

at all exceptional. On ?oto,;, meaning "appropriate, due," cJ. 1 Cor. 

3• 15,. Acts 1". 

The participle ix).u6µevo1 is conditional (BMT 436). ixM<,>, used by 

classical writers from Homer down in a variety of meanings derived 

from the etymological sense "to loose," "set free," and in the Lxx 

and Apocr., occurs in N. T. in the passive only and with the mean­

ing "to faint": (1) "to become exhausted physically" (Mt. 1512 Mk. 

8•), (2) "to relax effort" (Heb. 12•, • et h.l.). 

10. "Apa OV'V a>S Katpov exwµEv, ep-yatchµEfJa TO a-ya0ov 7rpos 

11"a'Vras, µdAt<TTa oe 7rpos TOVS oLKEWVS T1JS 71"t<TTEWS. "As 

therefore we have opportunity, let us do that which is good 

towards all, but especially towards those who are of the house­

hold of the faith." With this v. the exhortations of the para­

graph reach the utmost point of generality. Because of the 
certainty of the result of their efforts (v.9b), therefore (/1pa ovv)., 

the Galatians are exhorted, whenever they have opportunity, to 

do good to their fellow men in general, but with special care for 

the welfare of their fellow-Christians. 

NB*31, 33, 102, al. read !x.wµev; AB•CDFGKLP al. pier. read lx.oµev. 

The rarity of w,; with the subjunctive without &v probably led to the 

change to the easier indicative. Transcriptional probability and the 

high authority of NB therefore both point to the subjunctive as the 

original. 
'EpycctC:,µe8cc is the reading of NBCDFG al.; AB•LP 31, 104, 234, 

326, 1908, al. read -oµe8a. Intrinsic probability favours the subjunc­

tive following the subjunctive in v.•. The weight of documentary 

authority is on the same side. Transcriptional probability, though 
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on the side of the indicative, is not strong enough to outweigh the con­
trary evidence, especially in view of the frequency of itacistic changes. 

CJ. on 6eplaoµ.ev in v.•. 
'Q<; l,r;wµ.ev is a conditional relative clause, &v being omitted as in a 

few other cases; BMT 307. On -.o aya66v cJ. on -.o,c; aya:8oic;•v.•, but 

for -.o aya:86v, meaning "that which is advantageous," see Rom. 711 15•. 

CJ. on aya6wauY1J, S"· The expression is not quite identical with 
-.o xa:).6v, v.•, signifying, rather, what is beneficial to another than 

what is morally right. There is no decisive reason to limit the ex­

pression to either the spiritually or the materially beneficial; so far at 
least as concerns the principal statement ending with 'ltaY'ta:<; the lan­

guage seems to be wholly general; on its use in relation to the phrase 
µ&:>..ta'ta:, etc., see below. 'ltpoc; 1taY'ta:c; may be taken as limiting either 

aya:86v, and meaning "in respect to" (cJ. Eph. 4") or the whole expres­

sion epya:l;tl>µe8a: -.o aya86v and meaning "towards," as in 1 Thes. 

S" Eph. 6• (Ell). 
Though o!xeiot (from Hesiod down; in N. T. in Eph. 2 10 1 Tim. s• 

et h.l.) was apparently used in later Greek without distinct suggestion 
of a household in the strict sense, yet in view of Paul's conception of 
the intimate unity of all believers (cJ. 1 Cor. 3u, 17 12 1211-) and the ex­

pression of this idea in terms borrowed from the idea of the house 

(r Cor. 39 cJ. also Eph. 2" I Tim. 3") it is most probable that o!xelouc; 
is here used with intention to characterise those to whom it refers as 

members of a household, though, of course, in a metaphorical sense. 
-.i'jc; 'ltla'tew,; denotes the (active) Christian faith, faith in Jesus Christ. 

CJ. on x" and detached note on TI!a-.1c;, Tita'teuw, p. 483. The genitive 

is a genitive of characteristic and the whole expression means "those 
who are members of that household, the distinguishing characteristic 

of which is the faith in Jesus Christ." 

The qualification of the exhortation to do good to all men by µ&:>..1a-.a: 
••• 'ltlanwc;, if intended as a general principle, represents a lapse from 

the universalistic principle of S", which really underlies the whole 

gospel of the apostle as against the particularism which the epistle 

opposes. To promote the ~piritual welfare, e. g., of those who have 

faith in preference to that of those who have not, is indefensible from 

the general point of view of the apostle. If, however, the apostle has 

specially in mind the physical needs of the Christian co=unities, 
such an exhortation might be judged to be consistent with or demanded 

by the general principle of love to one's neighbour. In time of famine 

or other general distress, the members of a Christian church composed 

of those who had recently come out of heathenism would, because of 

religious prejudice, be unlikely to receive any help at the hands of 

their non-Christian neighbours. Unless, therefore, their distress were 

relieved by their fellow-Christians, they would fare worse than the 
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non-Christians. As the most needy, therefore, they would have a 
first claim. Moreover, the non-Christian members of the community 
would naturally expect the Christians most surely to manifest their 
love to one another. If, therefore, a Christian were left in distress 
this would be even more to the discredit of the new religion than if a 

non-Christian went hungry. 

V. CONCLUSION OF THE LETTER (611•11). 

r. Final warning against the judaisers (611 •16). 

In his own hand and in a larger character than the amanuen­

sis has used, the apostle repeats briefly, but emphatically, his 
warning against the judaisers, and reaffirms his positive teaching 

that religion is wholly spiritual and in no way dependent on 

physical facts, such as Abrahamic descent and circumcision; 
he concludes with a benediction upon all who walk by this prin­

ciple and a prayer for mercy upon the Israel of God. 
11See with how large-letters I write to you with my own hand! 

12As many as wish to make a good showing in things pertaining to 
the flesh, these compel you to receive circumcision, only that they 

may not be persecuted because of the cross of the Christ. 13For not 

even they that receive circumcision are ·themselves law-abiding, but 

they wish you to be circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 
14Bid far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom a world hath been crucified to me and 

I to a world. 15For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncir­

cumcision, but a new act of creation. 16And as many as shall walk 

by this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy upon the Israel of God. 

11. "15ETE 7rrJA(KOLS vµLII ')'pdµµa<TLJI fypa,if;a, rfj eµfj 'X,ELp{. 

"See with how large letters I write to you with my own hand ! " 

At this point the apostle, who usually employed an amanuensis 

for the writing of his letters (cf. Rom. 1622
), and doubtless had 

done so in the case of this letter also, took the pen in his own 

hand to write the concluding paragraph. CJ. similar instances 

in 2 Thes. 317 r Cor. 1621 Col. 418
• His motives were probably 

two: first, the usual one of authenticating the letter; second, 
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the special one of giving emphasis to certain of the main points 

of the letter; notice that vv.11 -16 are almost wholly devoted to 

the reiteration of ideas already expressed. This second motive 
led him also to write, somewhat humorously yet with serious 

purpose, in a larger character than his amanuensis had em­

ployed; the size of the letters would have somewhat the effect 

of bold-face type in a modern book, or double underlining in a 

manuscript, and since the apostle himself called attention to it, 

it would impress not only the one person who might be reading_ 

the letter to a congregation, but the listening congregation, 
also. Precisely how far Paul continued to write with his own 

hand, and how far he used the large characters, we have no 

certain means of knowing, but probably he did both through 
v.16, at least. l-ypa,fra is on this interpretation an epistolary 

aorist (BMT 44). For other examples of autographic portions 

of a dictated letter, see Cic. ad Attic. VIII 1 1 ; XI 24; Aug. 

Epist. 146. CJ. Moff. Introd., pp. 51, 88. 

B* 33 read iiAl-x.01c;. Internal evidence is wholly indecisive, either 

form being good usage with no preponderance of temptation to change 

on either side. CJ. Bl.-D. 303; also Col. 2 1 Heb. 7•. This being the 
case, it is more probable that B* 33 have inadvertently modified the 

original than that all the rest of the authorities, including NACD 

al. have done so. 
The interpretation of 'IC'/lA!x01c; rp(iµ.l',CiCJtY, as referring to the length 

of the letter (AV., "how large a letter"; so also Luth. Calv. Beng. 
Olsh., et al.) is here excluded by three considerations: (a) though 

ntcµ.µ.Qmz sometimes means "an epistle" (Acts 2821), Paul's invariable 
term for "epistle" is h1a-r0Ai) (so seventeen times); (b) such a mean­

ing would have called for an accusative rather than a dative; and 

(c) this epistle is not notably long as compared with the apostle's 

other epistles. Zahn cites, as showing how the length of a letter 

would be spoken of, Heh. 13" 1 Pet. 5".; lgn. Rom. 8•; Pol. 7•. CJ. 
also Sief. ad loc. The use of lrpalj,a as an epistolary aorist is quite 

in accordance with Paul's habit. Cf. Phil. 2 11 Phm.11, "· n Col. 41• 

lrpalj,a in 1 Cor. s• is, of course, not epistolary but historical, having 

reference to an earlier letter, and most commentators take viiv lrpalj,a 

in 511 in the same sense. It is much more probable, however, that· the 
verb in the latter verse is epistolary as is suggosted by viiv, and that 

the apostle is contrasting what he is now writing unambiguously 

with what he previously wrote with the same intent, but so ambigu-
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ously that the Corinthians misunderstood him. The reference of 
lrpcx,j,cx in the present passage to the whole letter or the previous por­
tion, while still interpreting nixµ.µ.aatv of the characters in which the 

letter is written (Ell. Alf. Wies. Zahn, et al.) is, therefore, not neces­
sitated by ordinary late Greek or Pauline usage; while the improbability 

that the apostle should have thought at the outset to use the pen 

himself and to write in a noticeably large hand, and that he should 

have kept up this strained and difficult method of emphasis through 
all the pages of the letter, only now at the end calling attention to it, 

is so great, especially in the case of a letter written to groups of people 

and intended to be read aloud to them, as to amount to practical im­
possibility. The case of Cato, who, according to Plutarch, wrote his­

tories for his son, !o!q: x.etpl x.cxl µ.eyix).ot.; ypixµ.µ.cxatv (see Moff. 
I ntrod. p. 88) is not at all a parallel one. That Paul wrote the letter 

himself because unable to obtain a scribe, and in a large hand because 
of some physical necessity, an accident to his hand or defect of his 

eyesight, is in itself improbable in view of 1•, and rendered more so 
by the lack of any explanation to that effect in this sentence, in which 
he evidently intends by his "large letters" to appeal to the feelings of 

his readers. The objection that there were -other parts of the letter 

that equally with this called for emphasis, loses its force in view of 

the fact that the following verses themselves repeat the chief things 
that the apostle wishes to impress on the minds of the Galatians. 

12. "OCTOL ()l>,.ovCTLII EU'TrpOCTW1r'YJCTaL Ell CTapKt, OVTOL ava-y­

Ka.tove1u• vµas 1T'Epi-reµvECT0a,, µa!'OV tva -rf, CTTavprp TOV 

')(,PLCTTov µr, 0Lo>Kwv-ra,· "As many as wish to make a good 

showing in things pertaining to the flesh, these compel you 

to receive circumcision, only that they may not be persecuted 

because of the cross of the Christ." Proceeding to the things 

which he desires by large letters written with his own hand to 
emphasise, the apostle alleges first the selfish motive of his 

opponents. It is trouble for themselves that they wish to 

avoid. Themselves members of the orthodox Jewish com­

munity, different from other Jews only in that they accepted 

Jesus as the expected Messiah, they wish to remain in good 

standing in the Jewish community, and to that end wish to be 

able to point to converts from the Gentile world who have not 

merely accepted Jesus as the Christ, but have also conformed 

to those physical requirements of the Jewish law which from 

the Jewish point of view were vital, but to Paul purely external 
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and physical. If they can do this they will escape that perse­

cution which the apostle had himself suffered (511), and to which 

they would be subject at the hands of their fellow-Jews as mem­

bers of the Christian sect of the Jewish community, if they 

favoured or did not successfully oppose its anti-legalistic ten­

dency. rfi, <Travpfi, is a dative of cause. The word is, of course, 

used by metonymy for the crucifixion of the Christ, or prob­

ably even more generally for the whole doctrine of salvation 

through the crucified Jesus as against that of justification by 

works of law. CJ. esp. 511, where Paul affirms that it is the 

ant:-legalism of the Christian position only that makes it offen­

sive and an occasion of persecution. The use of the present 

tense 5,wKwvra,, denoting action in progress, suggests the pos­

sibility that they are already suffering persecution, in that case, 

doubtless, not because of their own attitude but because of the 

general tendency of the Christian movement. 

'l-l)aou is added after XptaTou by B 31 only. Eth. also has Jesu, 
but follows its usual custom of placing it before Christi, also prefixing 

domini to Jesu. There is a slight intrinsic probability in favour of 
TOU XptaToO only after Crtaup6c; (~ee detached note on Titles and Predi­

cates of Jesus, III, p. 398, and cf. 1 Cor. 117 Phil. 318). This fact, 
together with the absence of any strong transcriptional probability on 

either side favours the supposition that 'll)o-ou in B 31 is the product 

, of the scribal tendency to lengthen the titles of Jesus. CJ. on 2". 
~twxi.>Y't"at is the reading of ~BD al. plu. Chr. Thdrt. Dam. Fol­

lowing ACFGKLP 31, 2.34, 429, 1908 al. plus.10 Euthal., Tdf. reads 
-oY't"at. The indicative is probably the result of itacism. Cf. the 

evidence on 610 above and on 6•· 1• in Tdf. On the possibility of a 

present indicative after _YYa, see BMT 198; Bl.-D. 91, 369 and the 

v. I. in Jn. 52• Tit. 2•. 
Eu1tpoo-i.>1tfo occurs here first in extant Greek literature, elsewhere 

only in Chrys. and still later writers. Its meaning is clear, however, 

from eu1tp6ai.>1toc;, "fair of face," "specious," in Aristoph. Plut. 976, 

etl1tp60-w1toY ml xaA6Y, in Luc. Merced. Con. 7u: oux opw TYJY &:1t0Aoy/ay 

iy.tc; eu1tpoai.>'lt6<; o-ot yeYotTo, and in Lxx, Gen. 1211 ; from etl1tpoai.>1tla, 

"fair of appearance," Dion. Hal. etc.; from eu1tpoo-i.>'ltl1;.eo-8at, applied 

to words, and meaning" to be fair" in Ps. 141 •; and from ae[J.vo1tpoo-i.>1tfo, 

"to assume a solemn face," Aristoph. Nub. 363. See further in Cremer 
and Elsner. The term is evidently here used in a figurative sense. 

lv o-apx{ means "in the sphere of things that have their basis in the 

body." a.xp~ is here fundamentally physical in its meaning, but is 
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used by metonymy to include the whole sphere of life conditioned by 

the flesh; see detached note on IlYeuµa and ~&:p~, II 5, and cf. 

1 Cor. 1" 728 ; also Phil. 3• tf ·, though the meaning is not quite the 
same there. The whole expression describes those to whom it refers 
as desiring to stand well in matters whose real basis is physical rather 

than spiritual. Chrys., ad loc., says that eu-itpoaw-itelY h aa:pi,.£ is 
equivalent to euooi,.qJ.elY -ita:p' ,h0pw-itot~, "to be popular with men" 

-a paraphrastic interpretation. aYa:yi,.&:l;ouat is, of course, conative, 

as in 2 14• 

Of the present infinitive -i,;eptdµYea0a:t two explanations suggest 

themselves: (1) As over against the aor., which would express the 
circumcision as a simple fact, and the perfect, which would express an 

existing state the result of a past fact, either of which would be suit­

able in speaking of those who without their own will were circumcised 

in infancy, Paul employs a present form (cf. 52, • 613) in speaking of 

the circumcision of Gentiles in mature life. As in verbs of effort pro­
gressiveness becomes conativeness (cf. BMT n), so in this verb the 

present is the appropriate form to suggest voluntariness which neces­

sarily accompanies circumcision under the circumstances here in mind. 
This idea is suggested by the English translation "receive circum­

cision." CJ. Moffatt's translation, ''get circumcised." (2) There is 

some reason to believe that expressions of compulsion, consisting of 
a verb and dependent infinitive are thought of as constituting a unit, 

and as being as a whole either conative or resultative. It is true, at 

least, that the aorist of aYa:yi,.&:l;w is resultative and is in N. T. always 

followed by an aorist infinitive, and that the present and imperfect of 

aYa:yi,.&:l;w are conative and are followed by a present infinitive. Thus 

the present is found in Acts 2611, Gal. 2 14, and here;l the aorist in 

Mt. 14" Mk. 6" Lk. 1421 Acts 29" Gal. 2•. 

WH. place a dash before µ-IJ, implying that the sentence is anaco­

luthic, Paul having intended when he wrote µ6YOY YYa: to end the sen­

tence with a positive expression. There is a certain basis for this 
punctuation in the fact that the apostle almost invariably places the 

µ-fi of a negative YYa: clause immediately after YYa:, its absence from 

this position suggesting, therefore, that he intended to complete the 
clause with an unnegatived verb. Against this view, however, is .the 

practical impossibility of supplying any such verb, of which -t(ji aTa:uplj> 

-tou Xpta-tou could be the modifier. It is better, therefore, to suppose 

that Paul has in this case departed from his otherwise almost invariable 

custom and, as in 1 Cor. 2• 2 Cor. 1310
, interjected a phrase betweP.n !Ya: 

and µ-IJ. 

13. ovae 'Yap oi 7rEptTEµvoµEll0t aVTol 110µ011 cf,v)\eu1uovCTtll, 

a).M (Je')\ovCTtll vµas 7rEpmf µveq(Ja, tva Ell Tfj vµETepq, CTapK~ 

Kavx17CTW11Tat. "For not even they that receive circumcision 
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are themselves law-abiding, but they wish you to be circum­

cised that they may glory in your flesh." This sentence intro­
duced by -ydp confirms that which is expressed by µ011011 in 

v.12 (viz., that the only reason for their course was a desire to 

escape persecution), by excluding the reason which the judaisers 
probably themselves alleged as the motive of their conduct, 

and which Paul assumes is the only alternative motive, namely, 

a sincere zeal for the law. This zeal he disproves by the fact 
that their converts, ol 1rEpLTEµ11oµE110,, do not themselves 

keep law, doubtless referring not to failure on the part of these 

converts to attain to perfect conformity• to the law, since such 

failure would not disprove the zeal of the judaisers, but to the 

fact that they do not undertake to keep it in full and are not 

required by the judaisers to do so. See 53 and notes there. 
ol 1rEpLTEµ11oµE110,, however, does not refer specifically to 

those who among the Galatians had been circumcised, which 
would have called for ol €11 vµ'i11 7rEpLTµTJ0e11TES (or 7rEpLTETµTJ­

µe110,). cf,v}..dqqovow is a general present and the statement 

refers in general to those who under the influence of the juda­
isers receive circumc1s1on. 110µ011 has here the same sense as 

in 53
, but is used qualitatively. "In your flesh" means "in the 

fact that you have been circumcised," which would be the sign 
of your conversion to legalistic Judaism. 

The words 60.ouat'II b11ac; 'lt£pts:eµvea6cxt repeat the thought of 

&:va,xat. bµ. 'ltepts:., v.12
, and the clause Yvoc ••• xcxux~awvs:oct expresses 

in positive and emphatic form that of !vex ll-YJ oiwxwvs:oct. The phrase 
iv -tjj bµedpqt aocpx{, referring literally to the flesh in the material 
sense as that in which circumcision takes place, is chosen in preference 
to a pronominal phrase referring directly to the subject of 1tep1dµvea6oct 

the more distinctly to express the unworthy character of their boast­
ing. On acxpx/ here cf. the same word in 3•. It is more literally em­
ployed than in v.12 above. iv, literally denoting the sphere of the 
boasting, suggests also ground, basis. 

'1tEpts:eµv6µevot is attested by NACDKP al. Mcion. f Vg. (qui cir­
cumciduntur) Syr. (psh. et hard.) Sah. Arm.; Chr. Euthal. Thdrt. Dam. 
'1t£?t't"E'tlJ.1Jµevo1 is the reading of BL al.•• (F reads '1tEpt't"eµV1)µoi, G 
'ltEpts:eµV1)µevoi, both impossible readings, but probably attesting 
the perfect), d g (qui circumcisi sunt) Goth. Bob. Eth. Victorin. Aug. 
Hier. Ambrst. External evidence is not decisive. Transcriptional 
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probability favours -µ.v6µevot, since the perfect would have been a 
wholly unobjectionable reading. 

Against the co=on view held by Mey. (who reads 1tsp1-re't'µ..) 

Sief. Zahn, Ell. Ltft. Alf. that ot 1tspt't'. designates the judaisers (Wies. 
and, according to Sief., Mathias hold the other view) the following 

reasons are decisive: (1) It is very doubtful whether Paul could have 
alleged in this unqualified way, and without explanation that the 

Jewish Christians did not keep the law. Rom. chap. 2, is scarcely 
a parallel case. (2) Had he wished to affirm it) the words ot 

1tSp1nµ.v6µevot would have been superfluous, the subject of cpu).iicaaouatv 

being the same as that of a,wxwV't'a:t. This affirmation would have 

been most forcibly and clearly expressed by oul5e rap a:U't'ol v6µ.. 

q,ut.. Had he wished to refer to the circumcision of the judaisers 

as emphasising their inconsistency in not keeping the law, he must 
have written not ot 1tept't'., but 01i't'o1 'ltSpt't'., "these, though circum­

cised." (3) The tense of the participle is in itself decisive. (a) 

Although a present participle may be used as a general present, desig­
nating all those who perform (or, in the passive, are subjected to) the 

action denoted by the verb, whether the mark of the class be the single 

or the habitual doing of it (BMT 123-126), yet it is not so employed, 
unless the mind is directed to the performance of the action, as dis­

tinguished from the resultant fact. There could have been no motive 
for such a distinction in this case if the apostle had intended to desig­

nate the judaisers (or the Jews). For this he must inevitably have 

written 1tept't'e't'[J.1J[J.evo1.* (b) Throughout this epistle the present of 
1tept't'. whether in participle, infinitive, or subjunctive, s•· • 6tt, ub, 

means "to be circumcised" in the sense "to receive circumcision," 

"to get circumcised" (Moffatt), not in the sense "to be a circumcised 

person." (4) This conclusion is confirmed by 5•, which shows that the 
judaisers had not as yet endeavoured to bring the Galatians under 

obedience to the whole law. Against these reasons the absence of an 
expressed subject of 6et.ouatv is of little weight. The statement con­

cerning ot 1tep1't'eµ.v. reflecting, as it does, the attitude of the judaisers, 
the mind easily supplies as the subject of 8D,oua,v after <f),.).iic the 

judaisers who have been the principal subject of the discourse from the 

beginning of v.11, and all possible ambiguity is excluded by the close 

• Ellicott'• assertion: "The use of the present may he fairly explained on the ground that 
St. Paul includes in the idea Mt merely their conformity to the rite (which strictly becomes 
a past act), but their endeavour thereby to draw others into the same state, which is a present 

and continuing act," ascribing to the present passive the ideas expressed by an aorist passive 
and a present active, is manifestly incorrect. In the passage cited by Ell. and at greater length 
by Ltft. ad loc., from Act. Petr. et Paul., § 63, the present np<T<p.v6p..vo, does seem to have 
something of the force of a perfect. But arguments drawn from the usage of this book, con­
siderably later than Paul, are hardly strong enough t.> overthrow the clear evidence of Gala­
tians itself. The o, p<OVT« quoted by Ltft. from Plato, Tmt, 181A, is a nickname, which 

our participle quite certainly is not. 
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parallelism between 80.oua,v bµac; 'K'!pt'l'lf1J,vca8cn, v,11b and ~t;oua1v 

bµa,; -xepmi1J,vea8a1 of v.11• 

14. eµol OE µ~ ,yePOLTO Ko.vxau8o.L Et µ~ EP rfi, (1'1'0.Vpfi, TOV 

Kvptov -fJµC,p '!7]uov XpLUTov, o,' 0~ eµo~ KOUµos eno.vpwTaL 

Ka,yc.i> Ko'1'Jl6.J. "But far be it from me to glory except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom a world hath been 
crucified to me and I to a world." In striking contrast with 
the boasting of the judaisers, which has its sphere and- basis 
in the mere material flesh of men, the apostle sets forth as his 

ground of boasting-note eµo{ emphatic by position-the 

central fact of his gospel, the cross of Christ (cf. Rom. 1 18 1 Cor. 
1 231 ·) which has wrought a complete revolution in his own life. 
rfi, uTavpfi, undoubtedly has the same significance as in vA 
See in v .16 the clear evidence that the doctrine of the cross is 
there also the antithesis to legalism. Kouµos is quite certainly 
employed here in the fifth of the meanings indicated in the 
note on l:TotxE,a rov Kouµov, p. 514, viz., "the mode of life 

characterised by earthly advantages." But the particular 
earthly advantages which the apostle has in mind are not, as 
in I Jn. 2 16, etc., the sensual pleasures of riches and other like 
things, but, rather, those of which he speaks in Phil. 33• 4• 

Paul's world, Kouµos, with which he severed his relation, when 
the cross of Christ acquired for him its new significance, was 
that of Israelitish descent, circumcision, the rank and dignity 
of a Pharisee, the righteousness that is in law, touching which 
he was blameless. To this world he became dead by the cross 
of Christ, because in Christ's death on the cross he saw a dem­
onstration that God's way of accepting men was not on the 

basis of works of law, but on that of faith in Christ. CJ. 2 19• 20 

313 44• 6 Rom. 3211r. 425 518• 1· For evidence that the significance 
of the cross is in what it proves respecting God's real attitude 
towards men, see the extended discµssion of 313• The fulness of 
the expression rov Kvplov -fJµIJ,v 'J,,,uov XptuTov adds weight to 

the utterance and reflects the emotion with which the state­
ment is made; cf. detached note on the Titles and Predicates 

of Jesus, p. 393. As to what the apostle means by "boasting 
in the cross," see I Cor. 1 1s1t. Rom. 52, 3, 11• 
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On µ-1) yevo,-ro, see on 2 17• On the use of the dative with yevo,-ro 

(here only in N. T. with µ-1) yevo,-ro), cf. Lk. 1 18; see also Mt. 8" 9". 

The infinitive does not occur elsewhere in N. T. after µ-1) yevo,-ro, but 

is common in Lxx; cf. Gen. 4410 17 Josh. 22" 2411 1 Ki. 20 (21)• 1 Mac. 

910 13• ( cited by Ltft.); for the inf. after other forms of ylvoµa,, cf. 

Acts 9" Lk. 612 Mt. 1811• The use of lt.6aµo,; and lt.6alJ.lt) without the 

article gives to both words a qualitative emphasis; cf. Rom. 1116 1 Cor. 

3" 2 Cor. S"· .!µol and ,i.6alJ.lt) are datives of relation; see on v61¼>, 

211 and cf. Rom. 6•· 10• 11 7•. a,• o~, characterising the cross as that 

through the instrumentality of which he had wholly severed connec­

tion with his old world of Pharisaic dignity and legalism, leaves un­

described the process by which the cross achieved this result. For this 

unexpressed element of the apostle's thought, see on 2 111\ 20, and espe­

cially on 311
, "· 

15. olfrE -ya,p 71"Eptroµ~ n lunv olJrE aKpo~v<TT{a, a,},.},..z Katv;, 

Kr{u,s. "For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircurn­

cision, but a new act of creation." In these words the apostle 

gives a reason for glorying only in the cross of Christ (v.14a), 

especially as against those who glory in circumcision (v.13); yet 
not content to exclude circumcision only, he rejects every mate­

rial ground of boasting, whether it be the circumcision of the 

Jew, or the uncircumcision of the Gentile. For doubtless the 

Gentile was just as proud of being uncircumcised as the Jew was 

of his circumcision. CJ. 56, wher~ to the 71"Eptroµ~ which is 
under discussion he adds, as here, ovTE aKpo~vur{a. KT{<Tts is 

probably to be taken in its active sense, referring to the divine 

activi~y in the production of a new moral life (cf. Col. 310), but 
the emphasis of the expression is not on this aspect of the mat­

ter but upon the radical transformation of character implied in 
the choice of such a word as KT{<Tts, "creation," and the addi­

tion of Katv~, new. The fact referred to is that which is de­

scribed in different terminology in 2 19• 20 Rom. 64• 6, 11• What 
the apostle meant to affirm about Katv;, KT{<Tts he leaves to 

his readers to infer. The n lunv of the preceding clause sug­

gests it, but, of course, conveys less than he meant; "is essen­

tial" is nearer his thought. CJ. 56 r Cor. 719
• 

o(he (some authorities ou) )'<X? is attested by B 33, 19o8 Syr. (psh. 

harcl. pal.) Sah.(?)Goth. Chr. Hier. Aug.; while NACDFGKLP al. 
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pier. d f g Vg. Boh. Sah.(?) Euthal. Thdrt. Dam. Victorin. Amb. 
Ambrst. read av 1d:p Xp,a-rlj> 'l-riaoii oll-r«. Despite the weight of the 
group supporting the latter reading (cf. on 2 11 3" s" 6•· 11• 11) itis clearly 
a harmonistic corruption under the influence of 5•. As in 211, the cor­
rect reading is preserved by B 33 al. 

K-r!a1i;, in classical writers, from Pindar down, and not infrequent 
in Lxx and Apocr., is used in N. T. either (1) as a verbal noun, 
meaning "act of creatioI!," Rom. 1••, x-r!a,i; x6aµou, or, (2) as a con­
crete noun equivalent to x-rla~ either (a) individually, "a created 
person or thing," Rom. 8" Heh. 411, or (b) collectively, of the sum of 
created things, or the total of a particular class of created things: 
Rev. 311 Rom. 822 (Mk. 1611); the meaning in the difficult passage 
1 Pet. 2 11 need not be discussed here. The use of the same phrase, 
xcx1vli x-rla1,;, in the concrete (passive) sense, 2 Cor. 517, suggests the 
concrete meaning here, but the antithesis to up1-roµ11 and <ixpo'3ua-r!cx 

favours the verbal (actional) sense. The latter is also favoured by 
the parallel passages, 1 Cor. 711 : i) 'ltep1-roµ-IJ ouctv ia-r,v, xcx1 ii 
cbpo~ua-r!cx oulitv aa-rtv, &;).).d: 'r1Jp1jati; tY'rOAWll Oeoii, and Gal. s•: 
oa-re 'ltl!Pl'rOIJ,1J 'rl !axue1 ol!-re &;xpo'3ua-rlcx, a;).).d: 'lt!a-r,,; 1l1' &;ya:'ltl)i; 

ivepyouµav,;, in both of which the second member of the antithesis 
is a term of action. In all three passages the term used is qualitative. 
A comparison of the second members in the three passages is instruc­
tive. In 5• 'lt!a-r1,; and &;ya:'lt1) are purely ethical terms, descriptive of 
the fundamental moral attitude of the Christian. In 1 Cor. 711 tjp'l)ati; 

iv-ro).G>v is both a more external characterisation of the Christian life 
and more formal, in that no intimation is given of the content of the 
commandments. xcx1vli x-rla1c; in the present passage is, on the one 
side, less definite as to the moral character of the new life than either 
of the other expressions, and, on the other hand, directs attention to 
the radical change involved rather than to the external expression or 
the moral quality of the life thus produced. Any close connection 
between this expression and the Hebrew nir,!') 1'1;"\~ (a new crea­

ture), meaning "proselyte," is improbable.* To have used a phrase 
which would naturally be understood as meaning a proselyte would 
have been to render the sentence confused and self-contradictory. 
Had the expression been in current use with this meaning, Paul must 
at least have added iv Xp,a-rlj>. 

• Euthalius (Zacagnius, Col/eel, Monum. Vet. I 561; Gallandi Bibi. Pat,. X 26o) and after 
him Photius, Amphiloch. Quest. 183 (Migne 151), and a ms. of the eleventh century (Mont­
faucon, Bibi. bib/. I 195) express the opinion that the statement, 611 ov.-. 1T<p<Top.11 T< <<rrw 

oUTe O.,cpo{Jvcrria. ci.AA.4 "«wlJ ,c-ricr,,;, is a quotation from an apocryphal writing ascribed to 

Moses. Georgius Snycellus (Chron. Ed. Dind. I 48), whose statement, however, is prob­
ably based, like the others. upon that of Euthalius, specifies an apocalypse of Moses as the 
source of the quotation. The fact that the same epigrammatic saying recurs in very similar 
form (cf. above) in 51 1 Cor. 711 is not unfavourable to the view that tbis is & quot&tlo11. B11t, 
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16. Kal lSO"oi -rfj, Kavdvi -rovrq, O'TOLX1JO'OVO'LV, Elp171171 br" 

airrovs, KC1£ eXEOs KC1£ br, TOJI 'IO'pC11]X TOV 8Eov. "And as 

many as shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy 
upon the Israel of God." The apostle concludes this paragraph 

of brief reiterations of the chief ideas of the letter (cf. on v. 11) 

with a benediction upon all whose life is conformed to the great 

principle for which he has been contending, viz., the essentially 

spiritual character of religion as against the ascription of funda­

mental religious value to any physical or material condition, 
however sanctioned. Kav@v, occurring in N. T. ·here and 

2 Cor. 1013-16 only, meaning properly "measuring rod" or 
"straight edge," is clearly shown by TOVTCJ,J (referring to v.16) to 

have here its metaphorical sense of "principle." O'Toixew 

doubtless has here the same meaning as in 525 (q. v.), viz., "to 
walk, to conduct oneself." While v.15, to which -rfj, Kavdvi 

TOVTu.J refers, is affirmative rather than imperative, yet the 
proposition which it affirms is of fundamental importance for 

the determination of conduct. He who recognises the value­

lessness of such externals as circumcision and uncircumcision 

and the necessity of the new spiritual life will, on the one hand, 
be unmoved by the appeal of the judaisers to receive circum­

cision, and on the other seek, rather, to be led by, and to live 

by, the Spirit. 

Ka! n .. eoc; is usually joined with E!pir"'l, as with it limiting €1e' a~ouc;, 

the comma being placed after l!).eoc;; (so Tdf. WH. Ell. Ltft. Alf. 
Wies. Sief. Zahn). Against this interpretation, however, it is to be 
said: (a) The order dp-fi111l xal l!Aeoc;;, if both words have reference to 
one class of persons, is illogical, placing effect first and cause after­
wards. f).eoc; is joined with E!p-/i111) elsewhere in benedictions in N. T. 
in I Tim. 1• 2 Tim. 1• 2 Jn. • Jude•, always preceding E!p-/i111), Note, 
also, the often-repeated benediction, xiip,c; and E!p-fi111l, in which xiip,c;, 

closely corresponding to l!Aeoc; in meaning, always precedes E!p-fi111). 

xocl eAeoc; becomes, then, an afterthought, to which xocl e1el -rov 

on the other hand, an apocryphon entitled "Apocalypse of Moses" is not otherwise known. 
The statement of the others (Euthalius, etc.) is general and vague. The extant so-<:alled 
"Assumption of Moses" does not contain the sentence. But even though the passage should 
actually have been found in the text of some apocryphon of Moses as extant in Euthalius's 
day, that alone would by no means make clear what was the relation between this and the 
Pauline writing. Certainly the evidence as above displayed is not strong enough to prove 
that this is a quotation. 
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'la?«i)').. -roii 6eoli appends ·a second afterthought. (b) Though Rom. 
9• 1 Cor. 1011 show that Paul distinguished between Israel according 
to the flesh and the Israel according to election or promise, and Rom. 
2" Phil. 3• suggest that he might use -rov 'lapixTJA -rou 6aou of all be­
lievers in Christ, regardless of nationality, there is, in fact, no instance 
of his using 'lapirli').. except of the Jewish nation or a part thereof. 
These facts favour the interpretation of the expression as applying not 
to the Christian community, but to Jews; yet, in view of -rou 6eou, 

not to the whole Jewish nation, but to the pious Israel; the remnant 
according to the election of grace (Rom. u•), including even those who 
had not seen the truth as Paul saw it, and so could not be included 
in llaot • • • a-rotJC. In this case the benediction falls into two dis­
tinct parts. In the first the apostle invokes peace upon those who 
recognise and act in accordance with. the principle of v.", and, in dis­
tinction from them, the mercy of God through which they may obtain 
enlightenment and enter into peace, upon those within Israel who 
even though as yet unenlightened are the true Israel of God. Against 
the combined force of these two reasons the presence of Y.rxl after 
i')..eo,; is of little weight. It is quite explicable as slightly ascensive. 
In view of the apostle's previous strong anti-judaistic expressions, he 
feels impelled, by the insertion of Y.al, to emphasise this expression of 
his true attitude towards his people. It can scarcely be translated 
into English without overtranslating. 

Krxvif>v is believed to be ultimately of Semitic origin. CJ. Gregory, 
Canon and Text, p. 15. It is found, however, in Greek from Homer 
down in a great variety of usages at a greater or less remove from the 
probable ground-meaning, "a tool or utensil made of reed or cane." 
(1.) Literally, of a large number of implements, most of which were 
probably originally made of cane, the name being retained though 
other material was later used in their construction: e. g., the rods 
across the hollow of the shield, through which the arm was passed: 

Il. VIII 193; XIII 407; the shuttle or quill, by which the threads of the 
woof were passed between those-of the warp, Il. XXID 761; in classical 
times most frequently of the rule or straight edge used by masons and 

carpenters: Soph. Frag. 421; Eur. Troiad. 6; Aristoph._Av. 999, 1002; 

Plato, Phil. 56B; /Eschin. 3•00, etc. (in the same meaning, but meta­
phorically used: Aristoph. Ran. 799: Eur. Supp. 650); later of the 
scribe's rule, Anth. Pal. 611; a curtain rod, Chares ap. Ath. 538D; the 
keys or stops of a flute, Anth. Pal. 9. 365; the beam or tongue of a 
balance, Anth. Pal. n. 334. (2) Metaphorically. It is probably 
upon the basis of the meaning most frequently found in classical times, 
"a ruler or straight edge," that the word came to be used in a meta­
phorical sense, of anything regulative, determinative, a rule or stand­
ard. CJ. the similar transfer of meaning in our English word "rule." 
It is so used of the written law conceived of as a whole, or a section 
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of it, Lycurg. 149. 4; of the good man, Arist. Eth. N. 3. 6 (n13 a"); 
of the Aopucp6po~ of Polycleitus and the book explaining it: Pliny, 

H. N. 34. 55; Galen, Hippocr. et Plat. V 3; of a general rule or 
principle: Anecdota Gr~ca (Bekker), n8o; Epict. Diss. I 2821 ; Luc. 
Halieus, 30; of a list of the chief epochs or eras, which served to deter­

mine intermediate dates, Plut. Sol. 27 1; and for other things of the 
same general character. 

In the Lxx the word is found but once, in the difficult passage, 

~\fie. 7•, where the translator either read a text differing from the 

Massorah, or misunderstood the Hebrew. The meaning is probably 

"measuring rod" or "line." In the Apocr. it occurs only once, 

Jdth. 13• (•), for a rod used in the construction of a bed; iri 4 Mac. 711 

it means "rule" or "standard." 

In N. T., only Paul uses the word and that in but two passages: 
2 Cor. 1013-10, where the meaning probably is "measure" (others prefer 

the meaning, "limit, boundary-line"), and in the present passage, 

where it evidently refers to the preceding sentence, which it describes, 

as a general rule or principle, serving as a standard. The use of ~ixvwv 

to designate ecclesiastical statutes and ordinances, a fixed body of 

Christian doctrines serving as a standard of correct teaching (some­
times conceived of as summed up in the pithy ·sentences of the Apos­

tle's Creed), the clergy, the catalogue of.martyrs or saints, or the col­

lection of books accepted as authoritative for Christian doctrine and 
practice, does not occur until later and belongs properly under a treat­

ment of the ecclesiastical development of the word. In the last­

mentioned use it is (according to Zahn) not found until the middle 

of the fourth century A. o., in Athanasius, Deer. Syn. Nie.; cf. also 

Canon 59 of the Synod at Laodicea (Mansi II 574); Athanasius, 
Festal Letter 39. For a fuller treatment of the word, see Zahn, Grund­

riss der Gesch. des nil. Kanons,' pp. 1 ff.; cf. also Westcott, The Canon 

of the N. T.•, App. A, pp. 504.fJ.; Gregory, Canon and Text, pp. 15.fJ. 

Like 'ltveulJ-a"'' in 5", "'<i> ~ixv6vt is a dative of means. On the use 
of the future (a...otx,-fiaouatv) in a hypothetical clause see BMT 308. 

CJ. Lk. 1711• On e!p-fiVll, cf. on 11• The verb to be supplied is an opta­
tive as in 1• 611, and frequently in similar connections. 

2. Appeal enforced by reference to his own sufferings 
(617). 

17. Tov ML11"0V K01r0VS µoL µ:173Els 1rapex,bw, E"(~ -yap Ta 

<T-r(-yµ,ara TOV ·1.,,uoii Ell T,P <T6Jµ,aT( µov (ja<1rdrw. "Hence­

forth let no man give me trouble; for I bear the marks of Jesus 
in my body." This verse is best treated, as in WH., as a sep­
arate paragraph. V.18 is the benediction of the whole epistle, 
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hence not to be attached to v.17, and v.16 is the benediction cou­

cluding the paragraph begun at v.U. With evidently deep 
feeling the apostle demands that henceforth he be spared the 

distress which his opponents have hitherto been inflicting upon 

him, and appeals to the scars which he has received in the ser­

vice of Jesus, and which he in a figure describes as evidence 
that he belongs to Jesus. 

Tou AOt'ltoG is doubtless here, as usually elsewhere, a genitive of time, 

meaning "henceforth." The interpretation of Zahn, which makes it 
equivalent to 'tiilv ID..)..wv, a genitive of the whole limiting µ11ae!c; and 

referring \to the remainder of Israel, which is not 'tOU 8Eou, is nega­

tived by the fact that the familiar use of 'toG )..ot'ltoG in the sense of 

"henceforth" would have made it necessary for Paul to employ 'tiilv 

1£>,.)..wv to express the thought which this interpretation finds here. 

The interpretation of Wies. which takes 'toG AOt'ltou in the sense 

"finally," equivalent to 'to AOt'lt6Y in Phil. 31 4•, etc., is unsustained 

by any clear evidence of the use of the genitive 'tou AOt'ltoG in this 

sense. Eph. 610 is the only example that is alleged for such usage, and 

neither text nor interpretation of this passage is quite certain. 

K6'lto<; is frequent elsewhere in Paul in the sense of "labour, toil," 

2 Cor. 6• 1 Thes. 1• 2• 3•, etc. But the phrase i<.6'ltouc; 'ltetpe:x;etv clearly 

means, not "to impose toil," but "to give trouble"; cf. Sir. 29• Mt. 26" 

Mk. 14• Lk. II 7 18•. The use of the present imperative suggests an 

action already in progress. With µ11adc; it means, "let no one con­

tinue to give, etc.," "let him cease giving"; cf. BMT 165. 

By 'td: a't!yµcx'tet Paul undoubtedly refers to the effects of his suffer­

ings as an apostle (cf. 2 Cor. 6•·• u satf-), and as the iv 'tljl awµa'tl µou 

shows, the physical effects, perhaps actual scars. The only doubt to 

which the phrase is subject concerns the value which he means to 

. ascribe to these marks of his sufferings, or the figure of speech under 

which he means to present them. Elsner and Raphelius* find the 

explanation in a custom spoken of by Hdt. 2 111, according to which 

a fugitive who took refuge in a temple and there received upon his 

body the marks of the god, could not thereafter be touched. Sief. 

• Rapbelius, Anno/. Philol. in N. T., Il, p. 46o'/,, says: Videtur Paulus respicere 
ad morem illorum, qui, quod stigmata sacra gestarent, Deo sacri erant, quosque propterea 
nefas erat tangere, si modo ille mos Galatis notus fuit. Caussam certe bane affert, cur nemo 
sibi molestias exhibere debeat, quod stigmata Domini Jesu portet. Mentionem bujus moris 
facit Herodotus (lib. 2. cap. u3). Erat in littore ad ostium Nili Herculis templum. auod 
nunc quoque est: if -rO ;j,v 1e«-racf>11Yc.Jv oi.,ci~ &re¥ O.v9pc.i,rwv i1t1.fJO.A:1rra., a-ri.yµ.o:ra. i.po., 

fwVT"Ov Bc.BoV~ -rf 9e'e', oVic EtEO'TC. -roV-rov O.I/Ja.cr9a.,. 0 v6µ.o~ o~'T'OS' &c.a'T'e.\in iWv 0µ.oc.Of TO 

µ.ix.p, iµ.oV ci1r" ciQ')(.~S'. 'T'OV c1.v 81) • AMlcf.vOpov ci.1rc.crriaTac. 8epti1roV'TrS' ,rv96µ.rvoc. 1'0v 1rrpt 

,.o ipov lxoVTa. v6µ.ov, ilCETcU ae ,,oµ.evoc. 'T'Oii 9e-oV ICG.T1JY6pe-ov 'T'Oii "AAe-~tl.v&pov, fJovAOµ.e-vo, 

/lAo.•T•w «wo• ••• Ceterum, quod Paulus dicit trriyµ.a.T« /l"'"'"'''"• Lucianus una voce 
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and Cremer, following many earlier interpreters, suppose the apostle 

to be thinking of himself as the slave (or soldier) of Jesus, and of 
the marks of bis sufferings as comparable to the marks on the body 

of a slave designating bis ownership, or on that of a soldier, indi­
cating the general under whom he serves; cf. Hdt. 7"'; Diod. Sic. 34. 21; 

Plut. Nicias, 29•; Deissmann, whom Zahn and M. and M. Voc. follow, 
finds the suggestion of a charm, warding off attack, appealing espe­

cially to a papyrus of the third century A. D. (Papyrus J. 383 of the 
Leyden Museum*), containing a spell, in which occur both the word 

~oca-t(i~w and the expression x61tou,; 1tocpexe1v. The expression x61tou,; 

1tocpexe-t111 is favourable to the first or third of these views (note the 
words o5x l~ea-tt -to6-tou &<J,oca8oct in Hdt. 2 111 and the precise phrase 

x61tou,; 1tocpexm in the papyrus). But it is doubtful whether the 
usage described by Herodotus was prevalent in Paul's day and sur­

roundings, or at any rate familiar enough so that a bare allusion to it 
would be intelligible. As concerns the third view, the appositeness 
of the papyrus passage is greatly diminished by the fact that it makes 

no reference to a-tly~-toc; what the protected one bears being not 
marks, but a miniature coffin of Osiris. On the other hand, the thought 

of himself as a slave of Jesus is a favourite one with the apostle, and 
the custom of branding or otherwise marking slaves was undoubtedly 

familiar to the Galatians. These facts make it.most probable that it 

is the idea of himself as a slave of Jesus, marked as such by the scars 
of his sufferings, that underlies the language of the apostle. 

3. Final benedictions (618). 

18. 'H xdpLS TOV Kvptov -J,µwv 'l17<1ov XpL<TTOV µETa, TOV 

1rVEvµaros vµwv, afJEA<f,ot· aµ7JV. "The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen." The 

concluding benedictions of all the letters ascribed to the apostle 

Paul are alike in that they include the invocation of grace, 

which, except in Colossians and the pastoral epistles, is specifi.­

O'ny,,. .. T.,.,,•p••• effert, citatus in Lexico Graeco. Varius autem erat usus stigmatum. Nam 
et servi in fronte iis notabantur, apud Romanos quidem fugitivi poenae causa, apud Thraces 
vero, ut domini eorum noscerentur, et milites in manibus cum militiae adscriberentur ..•• 
Cbrysostomus comparat cum vulneribus in hello acceptis. Sed ad scopum Pauli propius 

accedere videtur, quod ex Herodoto citavimus. Vult enim ipse sacrosanctus et inviolabilis 
haberi, propterea quod stigmata Domini J esu in corpore suo gestet. Quanquam guocunque 

Paulum respexisse dicas, certum tamen est, stigmatum nomine ipsum intelligere vibices ac 

cicatrices ex piagis illis, lapidationibus et vcrberibus, quorum meminit 2 Cor. n" seqq. 

Quae signa crant manifest&, ipsum illorum similem non esse, qui circumcisioncm urgebant, 
ne ob erucem Christi persecutionem patcrentur (v ."). 

• M,j µ.• 81,fl>,c.e O&c• a.vox ,ra:,n:ir,.,.[ou] µ.c-rovJJa.vcc· /3o.t7T'0.'11J T½v Tcul,i,v Toli 
1

0a-ipi11J1 ,ca.1 

irtr&yDJ ,ce1Ta.[0'1"]i;cra.1. «im,v ~( i]f • AJh&oc, IC&T40'T'ijo-cu 1:ic -ra.CM"o.f ,i:CU 1Ca.Te1ltria.1. •'I [cr.A]xa.f" 

la• p.o, o a.,,,,. K6wovr ""'P40')(Jh wpoO' (T) p,,j,., •Vfll• a.vT.;. Dc.BS. p. 354. 
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cally called "the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ." Phil. 423 

and Phm. 25 are like Galatians in using µera, rov 1rvevµaros 

vµ.ruv instead of the usual µe()' vµruv. Ephesians only in­

cludes the invocation of peace, which is regularly found in the 

opening salutations of the apostle's letters. On the wholly 

exceptional form of 2 Cor., see p. 509. The expression "the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" is to be taken at its full value; 
for, while the apostle closely associates the love of God mani­

fest in Christ and the love of Christ (Rom. 835, 39), he expressly 

ascribes to Christ in his earthly career a love for men and 

grace towards them (220 2 Cor. 89
, etc.), and conceiving of 

Jesus as still living and in relation to men (1 Thes. 110 Rom. 

&34, etc.) ascribes to him as thus living a gracious attitude 

towards men, manifest on the one hand in spiritual fellowship 
with them (2 20) and, on the other hand, in intercession for them 
(Rom. 834). The phrase µera, rov 1rvevµaros i,µG,v shows 

that it is the former that is here in mind. The sentence is, 

therefore, a prayer that the Galatians may have the indwelling 

gracious presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. By the addition of 
a~eX<f,ot (cj. on 111) at the end of this letter, in which there is 

much of reproof and much strenuous exhortation, the apostle 

expresses his continued affection for the Galatians. Though 

the term itself is frequent in Paul's letters, in no other case 

does he add it to a concluding benediction. The addition of 

aµ~v (cj. on 1 6
), appended to a doxology in 1 6 Rom. n 36 1627 

Eph. 321 Phil. 420
, etc., and in Rom. 1533 to a benediction (it is 

apparently a scribal addition in Rom. 1624 1 Cor. 1624 1 Thes. 313 

Phm. 25
), still further emphasises the strength and depth of 

the feeling with which the apostle brings to a close this remark­

able letter. Though it was probably dictated rapidly, and 

was certainly composed under the stress of deep emotion, the 

six brief chapters of which it consists constitute one of the 

most important documents of early Christianity and one of 

the noblest pleas ever written for Christian liberty and spiritual 
religion. 
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I. 'AilOl!TOAOl!.* 

I. CLASSICAL AND OTHER NON-CHRISTIAN USAGE. 

The word ii'lt6a..-01,.oc; is manifestly cognate with the verb &:1toad)..)..w. 

In classical authors it is employed both as an adjective and as a noun. 
Joined with 1t1,.oioc; it was used much as our modem word "despatch" is, 
the phrase meaning" a despatch boat," i. e., a boat in commission. In Dern. 
252', 262 11, etc., &:'ltoa..-6).oc; (paroxytone) alone signifies "a naval expedi­
tion.'' In Herodotus &:1t6a-ro).o,; (proparoxytone) is used of a person, meanin~ 

an ambassador or delegate, a person commissioned by another to represent 
him. See 1 11 : 0 ~y aiJ &:1t6a-ro).oc; ec; 'tT)Y MlA'l]'tOY iiv. 5n: lie; Aezl!.Socz!IJ,OVCZ 

• For other discussions of the subject see Lightfoot, Commentary on Galatians, pp. 92-101; 

Harnack, " Die Lehre der zw6lf Apostel," in Texle u. Unlusuchungen, II 93-nS; Hincks, 
"Limits of the Apostolate," in JBL. 1895, pp. 37-47; Haupt, Zum Verstandnis tks A:Poslolals; 
Monnier, La notion de l'apostolal. 
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-rp111pel a'lt6a-ro).oc; e-y!ve-ro.* In a similar but more general sense, it 
occurs in the Lxx (A) and Aq. in 1 K.i. 14•: e-yw e![J.t ci'lt6a-ro).oc; 'ltp6c; ae 

axAT)p6c;: "I am a hard messenger to thee," I bring thee heavy tidings. It 
is found also in Sym. at Isa. 18•, but not elsewhere in the Greek 0. T. 

In Jos. Ant. 17. 300 (n•), a'lt6a-ro).oc; apparently means "a despatch­
ing, a sending": cxq,(xe-ro e!c; 'l'T)V 'Pw[J.T)V 'ltpea~e!cc 'louocc!wv, Ou&:pou -rov 

a'lt6a-ro).ov ccu-rfuv -rijl e8vet e'lttxex,wpT)x6-roc; ~'ltl!p cc!'rT)aewc; ccu-rovo[J.!ccc;: "There 

came to Rome an embassy of Jews, Varus having granted the people 
the privilege of sending it for the purpose of asking for autonomy." The 
indirect evidence of Christian writers seems to show that in the post­

Christian period the Jews used the term cx'lt6a-ro).oc;, or a Semitic term which 

was expressed in Greek by a'lt6a-ro).oc;, (a) of persons despatched from 

Jerusalem to other cities, especially to gather the temple tribute; (b) of 

those who, after the destruction of Jerusalem, were associated with the 

patriarch in deliberations and in the carrying out of what was agreed upon. 

See the evidence in Ltft. pp. 93 ff. 

II. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE IN GENERAL. 

In the New Testament the term is used of persons only. Its general 
meaning, clearly seen in passages in which it is used in a non-technical 

sense, is "a delegate," "a representative," one commissioned by another 

to represent him in some way. Thus in 2 Cor. 823 and Phil. 2", it is used 

of persons delegated by a church to execute a commission.t 
In Heh. 

0

31 Jesus is spoken of as "the apostle and high priest (a'lt6a-ro).oc; 

xccl cxpx,tepeuc;) of our confession" and is immediately afterwards charac­
terised as faithful to him that appointed him.t In Jn. 1311 the word is used 

in such a way as almost to involve a definition of the word. "A servant is 
not greater than his master, nor a delegate (ci'lt6a-ro).oc;) greater than he 

that sent him." 

III. THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST. 

But in the majority of its occurrences in the New Testament the word is 

used of a class of persons in the Christian church, or among the followers 

of Jesus. The full expression was evidently a'lt6a-ro).oc; Xpta-rou, or 
a'lt6a-ro).oc; Xpta-roii 'ITJaoii (2 Cor. 1 1 n 11, etc.). But for this full expres­

sion a'lt6a-ro).o,; alone is much more frequently used. It is found in nearly 

• For exx. in inscriptions and papyri see Dittenberger, Sy/loge, 153, and M. and M. V oc. 

s. v.; cf. also Nllgeli, Worlschats des Aposlels Paulus, p. 23. 

t In both cases a journey is involved, the matter to be attended to a financial one, and 

the person who makes the journey does not simply bear a message, but in a larger way repre­

sents the church. This may, indeed, be accidental coincidence, rather than decisive indica­

tion of the constant usage of the word. Yet compare the Jewish use of the term, as stated 

above. 

i A similar idea of Christ is several times expressed in the Gospel of John, e. g., Jn. 17•: 

"This is life eternal to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
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all the books of the New Testament, and was evidently in the apostolic age 
the co=on term for a well-known class in the church. 

The earliest references to the apostles of Christ (reckoned by the date 
of the writing in which they occur) are found in the Pauline epistles, and 
bear witness not only to Paul's claim to be himself an apostle but to the 
existence of other members of the class, who were apostles before him 
(Gal. 1"). In the effort to trace the development of the apostolate it will 
be well therefore to begin by inquiring as to the identity of these apostles 

before Paul. 
1. The apostles before Paul.-(a) The Twelve and their earliest designa­

tion. In the number of those who were apostles before him, Paul evidently 
includes Peter, and in all probability John (Gal. 1 11 -10 2•). In the gospels 
there are frequent references to twelve disciples of Jesus, whom Mt. once 
calls the twelve apostles and Lk. refers to as the apostles, but who are most 
frequently spoken of simply as the Twelve. Of this company Peter and 
John were members. These facts do not warrant the assumption that the 
Twelve and the apostles are identical, especially in view of the apparent 
distinction between them in 1 Cor. 15•• 7 ; but they suggest the wisdom of 
beginning with an inquiry concerning the Twelve, while avoiding any pre­
supposition as to their precise relation to the apostles. 

The expression "the Twelve," ot owoel!.cx, in 1 Cor. 15•, consisting simply 
of the numeral with prefixed article, taken in its context makes it evident 
that when the epistle was written this was a recognised title of a certain 
group who had been in his lifetime disciples of Jesus. This is made the 
more clear by the fact that, according at least to the third gospel and Acts, 
the company consisted at the time referred to, not oN,welve, but of eleven 
persons. The existence of this company · which Paul predicates for the 
time i=ediately after the resurrection, the gospels carry back into the 
lifetime of Jesus. All the four gospels frequently mention "the Twelve," 
ot ow!laxcx, with evident reference to a company of Jesus' disciples (Mk. 410 

6• 911 10" n 11 1410, 11, •0, .. Mt. 2011 [text uncertain] 26u, " Lk. 81 91, 11 1831 

22•• " Jn. 6.,, 10, 71 20"). 

It should be observed, however, that all the references in Mt. and all 
those in Lk., except 81 and 911, are parallel to passages in Mk. and probably 
derived from that source. Mk. (3"• "), followed by the other synoptists, 
records the selection of these Twelve by Jesus, and Mt. and Mk. give the 
list of them by name (Mk. 311-1• Mt. 10•·•; cf. also Acts 1"• "). That such 
a company existed not only in Paul's day, when retrospectively at least it 
was referred to as the-Twelve, but also in Jesus' own day-on this point 
there is no reason to question the testimony of the gospels. 

It is not so clear by what name this company was known in the lifetime 
of Jesus. In Mk. 14•0 Jesus is said to have used the words, "one of the 
twelve," but this may mean only one of the twelve then at table with him. 
Jn. 6••, "Have I not chosen you the twelve?" is also indecisive, especially 
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in view of the late date of the fourth gospel. Yet in view of the evidence 

that this was a very early, probably the earliest now extant, name for the 
inner circle of Jesus' disciples, and of the probability that even in Jesus' 

ministry there was some co=on title for the company. it is not unlikely 

that it was then known as "the Twelve." The persistence of the name, 
even in the latest gospels, and its occurrence in Acts 6• show that it contin­

ued in use also to a late period in the apostolic age. 

The phrase ol [J.a{ll)'t"od, frequent in all the gospels, probably often refers 
to the Twelve, but is not in itself restricted to them. The expression o! 

1~woexa µa8l)'t"ccl occurs in Mt. only (101 u• 26••), and is in all instances 
I 

!/ clearly a secondary form of expression, due to the editor, not to bis sources. 
(b) The application of the term "apostles" to the Twelve. Reference 

has been made above to the evidence that Peter and John, who were among 

the Twelve, were also counted by Paul among those who were apostles 
before him. Mt. 10• shows that when this passage of the first gospel took 

its present form, all the Twelve were accounted apostles. Yet this designa­

tion of the Twelve as apostles is rather infrequent in the gospels. It occurs, 
besides Mt. 10•, in Mk. 314 (on the text see below) 6•0 Lk. 611 91• 17• 22 14 2410 

(perhaps also in Lk. 11"). Of these p!J.Ssages Mt. 10• only uses the expres­
sion ol owoexcc &:1t6a't"0Aot, found elsewhere in N. T. in Rev. 21u, and in 

early Christian literature in the title of the At1lccxf). In Mt. it is clearly 

an editorial equivalent of ol ow1lexa: µa:6l)'t"ccl in v. 1, which itself represents 
the simple ol 1lw1lexcc of Mk. 67• 

In Lk. 2214 ol &:rla't"OAot represents ol owl:>excc of Mk. 1417• In 17• and 

241• we have no source with which to compare the Lukan form of the pas­
sages, but in view of 22 14, the word &:1t6a't"0Aot can not with confidence be 

carried back to any older source than the editor of this gospel. In Lk. 910, 

however, the expression is taken over from Mk. 6•0, which therefore attests 

the use of the term as a title of the Twelve as early as the date of the second 

gospel, subject only to the possibility of an early and now unattested cor­

ruption of the text. Only Mk. 3" and Lk. 613 ascribe this usage to Jesus.* 
The text of Mk. 3" is open to some doubt. The words oDc; xal a1toa't"6Aoui; 

wv6µa:aev, though attested by ~BCA al., and on this evidence inclu)fed in 

the text by WH. and set in the margin by RV., are rejected by Tdf. Tr. 

Ws. Sd. The words are evidently in Mk. a scribal addition from Lk. 611, 

or in Lk. are taken over by the editor from Mk. In other words, we have 

here a single witness, either the second evangelist or the third. Whatever 

the date of this testimony it does not affirm that Jesus at this time gave to 
the Twelve the name apostles, and does not necessarily mean that he at any 

time conferred on them the title of apostles. If it is of l~te origin, it prob­

ably referred in the author's mind to the bestowal of a title, but if early 

• The utterances of Lk. n" and Jn. 131t are ascribed to Jesus, and in both cases the term 
,br6crro>-o• includes by implication bis immediate followers, but it is not restricted to them 
or employed as a title for them. 
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may have meant only that he was wont to speak of them as his messengers, 
using the term with descriptive rather than titular force. 

According to Act~ 1 11 ·11 there existed within the company of one hundred 
and twenty disciples of Jesus who gathered in Jerusalem after his death 
and resurrection, a smaller company having a distinct l5tcxxov1cx. This 

smaller company constituted not an indefinite group, but an organic body 
of definite number and function. The context leaves no room for doubt 

that it is the Twelve that are here referred to. Note the list of the Twelve 

)n v.13, the mention of Peter and Judas, vv."• 11, and the implication of a 
definite number, within the company of the one hundred and twenty, which 

is to be kept complete. This passage purports to represent the ideas 

of the Twelve themselves very soon after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus The Acts author by his use of the word "apostles" in vv.••,. 

attaches these ideas to the apostolate. The divergence between the condi­

tions here implied as those of the apostolate and those which the rest of 

the book shows to have been regarded by the author himself as necessary, 
makes it improbable that the passage has been essentially modified from 

the source, For example, these conditions would have excluded Paul from 
the apostleship. Yet the general point of view of the Acts author forbids 

us to suppose either that he denied that Paul was an apostle, or that it was 

his intention to bring into .prominence the conflict between the early Chris­
tian and the Pauline definition of apostleship. The reasonable explanation 

of the existence of this narrative is that the Acts author took it over sub­

stantially unchanged from some earlier source. As concerns the historicity 

of this source, it might conceivably have been an anti-Pauline source written 
with the purpose of excluding Paul from the apostolate. But two things 

are against this. First, Luke was evidently unaware of any such anti­

Pauline bias in his source; and secondly. the word apostle does not occur 

in the body of the passage, as would almost certainly have been the case 
ii it had been written to bear a part in the controversy over the apostolate. 
It seems probable, therefore, that this passage, which undoubtedly reflects 

the idea held at some period of the apostolic age as to the function and 

status of the Twelve at the beginning of that age, does in fact convey to us 
the thought of a very early period. 

But a part of the same evidence which points to the early existence and 

recognition of the Twelve as a definite group with a distinct l5tcxxov1cx indicates 
also that this group was not yet called the_ apostles. The Acts author, 

indeed, not only in this passage but throughout the first twelve chapters 

of Acts, assumes the identity of the Twelve and the apostles. But this 

identification belongs to the author, not to his sources. In the narrative 

of the selection of Matthias, the term apostle does not occur either in the 

speech of Peter or in the body of the narrative, but appears first in the 

statement of v.u that Matthias was numbered with the eleven apostles, 

the language of which is naturally referred to the Acts author rather than 
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to an earlier source. While, therefore, the author of the source clearly con­
ceived of "the Twelve" as constituting in this early period a definitely 
organised body, and the Acts author thought of them as the apostles, the 
evidence indicates that in the period of the events here recorded the Twelve 
were probably not as yet known as apostles. 

In Gal. 1" Paul applies the term "apostles" to a company some of whom 
at least were included in the Twelve. It is improbable that Paul would 
have used the term as he does in this passage unless those whom he there 
calls apostles were also so designated in their own circle. That he speaks 
of them as having been apostles before him implies that before he entered 
on his career as an apostle they were already exercising the function by · 
virtue of which he now called them apostles, most naturally also that they 
bore the name before that time. Paul is thus in agreement with the Acts 
author in Acts 1 21, in that he carries the apostolic function at least back to 
a very early period in the history of the Christian community. 

If now we compare this evidence with that of Lk.-Acts each will per­

haps be found to throw light upon the other. It is clear, from evidence 
cited above, that when the gospel of Lk. was written, all the Twelve were 
counted as apostles, and that they were supposed to have constituted the 
original company of the apostles. To say "the apostles" when speaking 
of the life of Jesus was, therefore, equivalent to saying "the Twelve." 
From the usage of the third gospel that of the first twelve chapters of Acts 
differs only in that Matthias takes the place of Judas. With the latter 
portion of Acts, in which Paul and Barnabas also receive the title, we are 
not now concerned. What we have to note is that from the point of view 
of Lk.-Acts all the Twelve were apostles and had been such from the 
beginning. The apostle Paul also refers to certain oftheTwelveasapostles, 
and though he does not definitely include all of them under the term, yet 
in the absence of any limitation of the title to a part of the Twelve, it is 
probable that he is in agreement with Luke on this point. The usage of 
Lk.-Acts in this respect would then be carried back to the date of Gala­
tians at least, and by probable implication to a point a decade or two earlier, 
when Paul became an apostle. Further than this we can not go with con­
fidence. It is not indeed impossible, ii). view of Mk. 3" and the evidence 
of the early designation of the Twelve as apostles, that Jesus was wont to 
speak of the Twelve as his c,n,~lli (messengers). or in Greek ci-it6a't'olo1. 

But in view of the fact that our earliest definite knowledge of its use with 
titular force comes from the sixth decade of the first century, and in view 
of the possibility that Mk. 314 and Lk. 6" may involve some antedating of 
the usage of a later period, we can not date the use of the term as a title 
applied pre-eminently or exclusively to the Twelve more definitely than 
between the middle of Jesus' ministry and the middle of the century, and 
can not say whether it was first used as a Hebrew or as a Greek term. 

There are, indeed, four possibilities which with their subdivisions become 
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seven. First, the term "apostle" may have been applied first of all to the 
Twelve (i) by Jesus in his lifetime, (ii) after the death of Jesus, and in either 
case have been gradually extended to include other men of like function 

in the church. Secondly, the term may have first been applied to a com­
pany that included both the Twelve and others (e. g., the seventy) (i) in 

Jesus' lifetime, (ii) after his death, in either case subsequent additions being 
made to the company. Thirdly, the term may have been first applied to 
a company within the Twelve (i) in Jesus' lifetime, (ii) after his death, in 

either case the number being afterwards extended to include all the Twelve 

and some others also. Fourthly, the term may have been first applied 

after Jesus' death to a company of influential men, partly of the Twelve, 

partly not, e. g., Peter, James, the Lord's brother, and John, and afterwards 
been extended as on the previous supposition. Bearing in mind these 

hypotheses we may pass to consider-

(c) The extent of the company of apostles before Paul. The evidence 
already cited tends to show that though Paul had personal relations with 

only a few of the Twelve, perhaps only with Peter and John, yet the expres­

sion "apostles before me" would on his lips have included, potentially, all 
the Twelve. It remains to inquire whether it would have included any 

others. 
Reference has already been made to the fact that, according to Acts 1tt-11, 

within the larger company of Jesus' disciples, the Twelve constituted an 
organic body having a definite number and specific function. Eventual 

diminution of the number is potentially involved in the limitation (implied 

in the passage) of those from among whom vacancies may be filled; indeed 

this limitation implies the extinction of th~ body within a generation. But 
the passage makes no reference to such diminution, or to any possible in­

crease of the number; it contemplates only the restoration and maintenance 

of the number which had been reduced by the treachery and death of Judas. 
That the Acts author by bis v.•• associates these ideas with the apostles 

indicates that he supposed that in the early apostolic age there were twelve 

apostles, no more, no less. But the passage can not be cited as evidence 
that the early apostolic age itself held this opinion; for aside from the 
editorial setting in vv.•• ., it certifies only that in that period it was believed 

that the number of the Twelve was to be preserved intact for the time being, 

and presumably as long as there were among those who fulfilled the con­

ditions here laid down competent persons to fill the vacancies as they 

occurred. Nothing is implied as to the opinion of the Acts author on the 
question how many apostles there might come to be. 

Paul's inclusion of James among the apostles (Gal. 1") following closely 

upon the mention of those who were apostles before him (1 17) suggests, but 

does not necessarily imply, that James was an apostle before Paul was. It 
does, however, show that as early as when Paul wrote Galatians, probably 

at the time of the visit to Jerusalem to which he here refers, the apostolic 
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body included others than the Twelve, i. e., the original eleven and Matthias. 

But we do not know whether James was added to the Twelve, as Matthias 
was, by being elected to fill a vacancy, and acquired the title of apostle by 
virtue of his membership in the Twelve, or whether he became an apostle 

without being numbered with the Twelve. It is, however, distinctly im­

probable that the apostles and the Twelve were at the time when James 

became an apostle mutually exclusive bodies. This was clearly not the case 
when Paul wrote, nor when Acts was written. We have no evidence that 

it was the case when James became an apostle. 
1 Cor. 9111 - indicates clearly the existence of a class of apostles which 

included on the one side Paul and doubtless also B~abas, and on the 

other, certain unnamed persons, whose standing as apostles was, however, 
quite assured and undisturbed. It may be safely assumed that "the rest 

of the apostles" here spoken of included those to whom in Gal. 1 11 Paul 

refers as "those who were apostles before me." The mention of Cephas 
can not be understood as excluding him from the group of apostles, and 

since this is so, neither can it be assumed that the brethren of the Lord are 

so excluded. Yet the most probable explanation of the somewhat peculiar 

enumeration in v.• is that the brethren of the Lord constituted as such a 

different group from the apostles (i. e., that not all of the brethren of the 

Lord were apostles, as certainly not all of the apostles were brethren of the 

Lord), but that they occupied a position in the church, of dignity, influence, 
and privilege, similar to that enjoyed by the apostles. If we seek an ex­
planation of this withholding of the name "apostle" from those to whom 

practically the same position was accorded, it seems to be suggested by v.• 

compared with 15•·1• V.•, "Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?" suggests 
that to be a witness of the resurrection was now regarded as a condition of 

apostleship, as Acts 1 11 shows that it was esteemed a condition of inclusion 

in the company of the Twelve, while 1 Cor. 15•-1, mentioning specifically 
the epiphany to James, but none to his brothers, suggests that he alone of 

the brethren of Jesus enjoyed this privilege and distinction. If this is the 

correct explanation, the passage, though furnishing no specific names to 

add to the list of apostles before Paul, makes an important contribution to 

our knowledge of the limits of the apostolate on the non-Pauline side, sug­

gesting that James was an apostle and his brethren not, though occupying 

a kindred position in the church, and that the reason for this discrimina­

tion was that he was a witness of the resurrection and they were not. 

I Cor. 15•-• manifestly requires careful consideration in connection with 

the question of the extent of the apostolate. It reads as follows: 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I received: that he appeared to Ce­

phas, then to the Twelve; then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom 
the greater part remain until now, but some are fallen asleep; then he appeared to James; 
then to all the apostles. And last of all as to the child untimely born, he appeared to me also. 

The phrase "all the apostles," used in a series such as that in which the 

phrase occurs here, might refer to a group entirely distinct from those pre-
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viously mentioned, yet most naturally designates the whole of a group in 
distinction from a portion previously mentioned. Such portion may be 

found either in the Twelve (so, Chrysostom, who found in the phrase a ref­
erence to a band of apostles, including the seventy), or in James. The 
prima f acie view of the language would also be that the phrase refers either 

to all who were apostles at the time of the event narrated or to all who 
were such at the time of writing. The latter hypothesis is, however, in 

this case improbable. For (i) the meaning "all who are now apostles" 

implies a detachment of the thought from the narrative that is improbable 
both in itself and because it would involve the mental addition to an origi­

nal number of apostles of those who had subsequently acquired the title, 

and (ii) the phrase would strictly include Paul himself, whom1 therefore, 

since he certainly was not present at the time referred to, he must have 
tacitly excepted. That he means "all the apostles" in distinction from 

the Twelve, with the implication that the latter constituted a part of the 

former, is also improbable in view of the remoteness of the mention of the 
Twelve and the intervention of the mention of the five hundred brethren 

and of James. The improbability of this view is further increased by the 
absence of any other evidence that there was at that time any such larger 

group. If, then, we set aside the hypothesis that the,phrase means those 
who are now apostles, and the supposed reference to the Twelve, and if we 

assume precision of expression on Paul's part, we shall infer that he is 

speaking of a company which was composed of those who very soon after 
the death of Jesus were called apostles, and which included aJ,l such in 

contrast with James, who was only one of the company. In this case we 

shall conclude that James was at that time one of the apostles. But that 

Paul spoke with such precision of expressioh is, itself, by no means certain. 

Such a passage as I Cor. 9', in which Paul speaks of "the rest of the apos­

tles, and the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas," warns us against treating 
his enumerations as if they were drawn up by a statistician or a logician. 

If, as is probable, he means by James the same person to whom he refers 

in Gal. 1 11 2•, to affirm that at the time referred to he was not an apostle, 
would be indeed to beg the question at issue, but it is at least true that we 

have no evidence outside this passage that he was such, and that this.pas­
sage is not decisive evidence on this point. It seems necessary, therefore, 

to reckon with certain other possibilities. Having in mind that James was 
not an apostle at the time referred to, or thinking of the five hundred as 

not being apostles, Paul may have used the expression "all the apostles" 

with the emphasis on "apostles" rather than on "all." Or, thinking of 

James as now an apostle, he may have been led half unconsciously to the 

use of a phrase including the word apostle to describe the next group, which, 

however, still meant all who were apostles at the time of the event referred 

to. Or without intention of comparison with any previously mentioned 

person or group, Paul, long accustomed to the term apostle, scarcely aware, 
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indeed, of a time when the term was not in use, may have employed the 
expression "all the apostles" of all who were, at the time of the event 
referred to, members of the company which at the time of writing had 
long been known as the apostles. In itself the phrase would not tell us 

who these were. But in view of the other evidence we should naturally 
assume them to have been the Twelve, or rather, perhaps, the eleven. It 

may, indeed, be asked why, if the expression "all the apostles" is of iden­
tical content with "the Twelve," the apostle should have used the two 

instead of repeating the same phrase. A confident answer can not perhaps 
be given to this question, but instinctive desire for variety of expression 

combined with the intervention of the reference to the five hundred and to 

James may have been sufficient to lead him to say "to all the apostles," 
rather than "again to the Twelve."• 

It seems impossible, therefore, to deduce from this passage any definite 
indication as to who constituted the apostles at the time of the epiphany 

which Paul here relates, or indeed that there was at that time any definite 
group of persons called apostles. Read in the light of the other evidence 

it distinctly implies the existence of a definite company of Jesus' disciples, 

known at the time of this epiphany or not much later as the Twelve, and 
a definite company then or afterwards known as the apostles. This passage 

itself does not define the extent to which these two companies were identical, 
but leaves unanswered the question whether they were mutually exclusive, 

partly identical or wholly so. The last view is, on the whole, more con­
sistent with all the evidence. 

The reference to "false apostles" mentioned in 2 Cor. will require consid­
eration at a later point. It is sufficient at this point to note that Paul's 

attitude towards them renders it improbable that they were included in 
those whom he designates as having been apostles before him. 

In Rom. 16• mention is made of Adronicus and Junias as b:!Cl'l')µ.01 iv 

-roti; ci'lt'oa-r6:>..01i;. This is generally understood to mean that they were 

themselves of the number of the apostles and occupied a position of emi­

nence among them. If this is correct, these men may well have been among 

those who were apostles before Paul, as he expressly says that they were 

Christians before he was. In that case, they were probably like the men 

referred to in 2 Cor. in that they const1tuted an early addition to the apos­

tolic company and, like them, were apparently itinerant missionaries. 

2. The apostleship of Paul.-With the conversion of Saul and his adop­

tion for himself, or the ascription by others to him, of the title ci'lt'6a~o:>..oi;, 

that title enters upon a new stage of its history. It evidently passe<;I. from 

the Twelve, or the company of which they were a part, to him, not the 

reverse, but its application to him became the occasion of no little con­
troversy. 

• It is a tempting 1uggesti011 made by Valckenarius and cited by Heinrici in Mey. Kom. 
Ste Awl., that for 1ria-,v we should read 1rciAw; but in the absence of any eztern&I evidence 
the interpreter can r.can:ely avail himself ol this way of escape. 



'AITO:ETOAO:E 373 

Acts 131·• relates that the company of prophets and teachers in the church 
at Antioch set apart two of their own number for a specific task, which 
though not sharply defined was apparently that of carrying the gospel 
into regions as yet unevangelised. There is a manifest parallel between 
this act and that of the one hundred and twenty in Jerusalem (Acts 1u-t1), 

and it is not improbable that in this event we have an important step in 

the creation of an apostolate not authorised from Jerusalem or by the 

Twelve. But as in the case of Matthias, so in the case of Barnabas and 

Saul, there is no assertion that the term ''apostle" was applied at the time 

of appointment, but only a subsequent reference to them as apostles by the 

Acts author, and no distinct evidence that those who took part in the 

Antioch incident looked upon it at the time as having any imPQrtant bear­
ing on the development of an office or the definition of a term. 

For direct evidence as to the origin of Paul's assurance of his own apos­
tleship and his conception of the functions of an apostle, we must depend 

upon his own letters. In 2 Cor. 811 and Phil. 2" he uses the term, with 

limitations, in the general sense of messenger or delegate. This evidence 
is valuable as showing what was for Paul the fundamental idea of the term, 

but it in no way obscures the fact that Paul applied the term to a certain 
limited number of persons, including himself and the Twelve, in a more 

specific sense. In the salutation of the Thessalonian letter (or letters if 
2 Thes. be from Paul), he couples with his own name those of Silvanus 
and Timothy, and adds no title, but in I Thes. 21 he uses the term ci1t6!1't0Ao; 

of himself, or of himself and one or more of his companions at Thessalonica, 

in such a way as to imply that to be an apostle of Christ carried with it 
either authority, or the right to be supported by his converts; it is impos­

sible to say with certainty which is the implication of ev ~pat. In 

Gal. 11-1 he affirms his own apostleship with emphasis, and thereafter in 

the salutation of all the Pauline letters, except Phil. and Phm. the term 
ci1t6a-t0Aoc; is closely joined to the personal name IlC<iiAoc;. In all these 

cases the term is clearly restricted to Paul himself and is evidently of titular 

force. Gal. 1 1 and its context also make it clear that Paul's right to this 
title was disputed, and scarcely less so that the ground of objection was 

that the title and appointment had not been authorised in Jerusalem. To 
this his defence was not that he had been duly appointed, but that such 

appointment was unnecessary, and that he had never sought it, having 

received his apostleship by direct divine commission. In 1 Cor. 91 Paul 

couples the assertion of his apostleship with the affirmation that he had 

seen Jesus our Lord, evidently referring to the post-resurrection vision 

spoken of in 1 Cor. 15•. As therefore the Galatian passage suggests one 

element of the conditions of apostleship implied in Acts 1 11, 11, so the Cor­

inthian passage suggests another. It is not, indeed, perfectly clear whether 

he conceded that such a vision of the risen Jesus was a necessary condition 

of apostleship or, only since he fulfilled it, preferred simply to affirm the 
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fact and so avoid controversy on this point. On the one side, the general 
type of his thought, his emphasis on the purely spiritual as against the phys­
ical in religion, would favour the view that he did not attach vital impor­
tance to his having seen Jesus.* But, on the other hand, the great signifi­
cance which he evidently attached to this particular experience, and his 
apparently careful avoidance of the ascription of apostleship to other mis­
sionaries of Christianity, such as Timothy, Titus, and Apollos, point to the 
conclusion that he included ability to bear personal testimony to the resur­
rection among the conditions of apostleship. We may concede that his 
view would have been more thoroughly self-consistent if he had attached 
no importance to this condition; but it seems on the whole probable, nev­
ertheless, that he did include it in the necessary qualifications of an apostle. 

If this is the case it was implied in the view both of Paul and his oppo­
nents" that the apostleship could not last many years since the supply of 
those who fulfilled this condition would inevitably be exhausted within a 
generation. But it is probable that this consideration was deprived of any 
importance by their expectation of the consummation of the age by the 
coming of the Lord. CJ. Mt. 19••. 

3. The false apostles.-The mention by Paul of those whom he, in 
2 Cor. II", characterises as "false apostles [1j,eu!loc'lt6~0)..ot], deceitful 
workers, fashioning themselves into apostles of Christ," though adding, 
of course, none to the list of those whom he accounted apostles, throws 
considerable light on the whole problem of the conception of apostleship 
held in the apostolic age. The letter which has been preserved to us in 
part in chaps. 10-13 of what is co=only known as 2 Cor. shows 
clearly that there had been in Corinth certain persons who, claiming them­
selves to be apostles of Christ, denied Paul's right to that title. If 2 Cor. 31 

( written a little later) refers, as it probably does, to the same persons, it 
snggests that these persons brought with them letters of co=endation, 
and that not improbably their claim to the apostleship was supported by 
these letters. We have no means of knowing whether these men had been 
elected, as Matthias was, to fill a vacancy in the original Twelve, or were 
an addition to the Twelve. In any case, Paul's objection to their apostle­
ship was not based on the method of their appointment, but on the spirit 
and purpose of the work they were doing. The expression "false apostles," 
however, confirms what the evidence previously examined implies, that 
to be an apo3tle was a definite fact. In otht:r words, while neither Paul 
nor, so far as we know, the Jerusalem Christians were insisting on the 
maintenance of the number twelve, the term apostle still conveyed a defi­
nite meaning; it was not applied indiscriminately to any preacher or mis­
sionary of the Christian message.t 

•CJ. Hincks, "Limits 0£ the Apostolate," in JBL. 1895, pp. 37-47. 
t The assertion frequently made (see, •· f., Robinson in HDB, art. "Apostle," and 

Robertson and Plummer on I Cor. 12") that the expression "false apostles" implies that 
the number of the apostles was indefinite is inaccurate and misleadiug. The expression 
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2 Cor. 10' and II11 strongly suggest that among the qualifications which 

these persons affirmed that they possessed and Paul lacked was a certain 

relation to Christ. In all probability this was in part at least personal 

knowledge of him in his lifetime. This view is in some measure confirmed 

by 1 Cor. 1 12 (i!yw oe Xpta"t0ii) and 91, if, as is probable, the former passage 

refers to the same persons, or at least to the same movement, as 2 Cor. 10• 

n", and if 1 Cor. 91 conveys a veiled and passing allusion to that party, 

with which the apostle for some reason did not, in this letter, wish to deal 

IJpenly.* CJ .. on the general situation Weizs. Ap. Zeit. p. 299, E. T. 

I 354, and Sanday in Encyc. Bib. I 905. 

The time when these men set up their claim to be apostles is indicated 

only by the mention of them in the letter of Paul which is embedded in 

what is known as 2 Cor. This would point to a date in the early fifties as 

the time when they were in Corinth. How much sooner they claimed or 

were given the title of apostle we have no means of knowing. Whether 

elected to fill a vacancy in the number of the Twelve or added to that num­

ber, they may have been accounted apostles in Jerusalem even before Paul 

acquired the title. His subsequent denial of the title to them, when he 

discovered the spirit in which they were working, does not exclude the pos­

sibility of his having at first accounted them apostles. Such evidence as 

there is, however, would suggest that these were relatively late additions 

to the company of those who bore the title of apostles. 

In Rev. 2• reference is also had to false apostles in the church at Ephesus, 

men who call themselves apostles and are not. Whatever the point of view 

of this portion of the Apocalypse, and whatever the test by which the 

Ephesians tried them and discovered that they were false, the passage tes­

tifies to the fact that to be an apostle was something definite and desirable. 

4. The usage of the latter part of Acts.-Reference has already been made 

to the usage of the word "apostle" in the first twelve chapters of Acts. It 
remains only to observe that while in chap. 14 Paul and Barnabas are spoken 

of as apostles, the word occurs elsewhere only in chaps. 15 and 16, and al­

ways in the phrase 01 cx'lt6a"t0A01 l!.at [01] 'ltpea~unpo1 cxoe).q,0!, designating the 

shows only that there was difference of opinion as to who were apostles. It suggests no 

indefiniteness as to what it was to be an apostle, but quite the contrary, for had the term 
been of quite indefinite meaning (signifying, e. g., only itinerant preacher), Paul would have 
had no motive to refuse it to the emissaries from Jerusalem, or, it may be added, to claim 

it for himself. Nor does the term of itself exclude definiteness of number; since an agree­
ment, e. f., that there could be but twelve apostles, would only have given acuteness to the 

question who were the genuine, who the spurious. CJ, the case of delegates to a political 

convention. Probably on neither side was the number definitely restricted, but the expres. 

sion "false apostles" would not of itself prove this. 

* It is not improbable that in 2 Cor. 511 also there is an allusion to the same emphasis of 
Paul's opponents on personal knowledge of Jesus; in which case, however, the apostle's 
phrase lyw,«a.,.,v «a.Tel <To.p«a. Xp,<TT6v must be taken as a general expression inclusive of 

estimation of Christ on any basis of the physical and external, which estimation he now 

abjures, whatever may have been, in fact or according to the accusation of his opponents, the 
case in the past. 
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leading men of the church assembled in Jerusalem. While the epistles of 
Paul recognise the apostleship of James, and of Andronicus and Junias, and 
testify that others also claimed the title, which though denied by Paul was 
apparently conceded by others, the book of Acts makes no mention of any 

of these as apostles, but restricts the term to the Twelve with the addition 

of Paul and Barnabas. 

5. Summary of New Testament usage.-These facts, respecting the usage 

of the word in the several N. T. books, suggest that the term was first 

used of a narrower circle, composed of the Twelve or including them and a 
limited number beside, then of a wider circle, and again in certain quarters 
of a narrower. They do not clearly indicate when the term was first 

applied to the Twelve except that it was at some time before the writ­

ing of Galatians. They do not show clearly whether the term was first 
applied to the Twelve only and afterwards to others, or whether it first arose 

as a title of a larger group including the Twelve. They suggest that while 

the Twelve were at first the eminent body among the followers of Jesus, 

and were known simply as the Twelve, the raising of James, and in a lesser 
measure of his brethren, to a place of influence in the Christian community 

only second, and in the case of James scarcely second, to that of the Twelve, 
gradually led to the partial displacement of the numerical term, the Twelve, 

by the more descriptive and honorific term "apostles." Not improbably 

from the beginning, this term included all the Twelve, but also James. 
Eventually all who like these were regarded as founders of Christianity 

were called apostles. CJ. below on the function of the apostle. For this 
use of the term there was doubtless some preparation in earlier usage. 
This may have been furnished by the use of some such term as a:,r6a't0A01 

or cw,w not as a title but as a term descriptive of the function of the 

Twelve. Subsequently, doctrinal differences led to the denial of the apos­

tolic character of some of these later additions to the apostolic circle, each 

party denying the title to those whose views or character they disapproved, 
but none apparently questioning the apostolic title of the Twelve. The book 

of Acts represents a stage of the controversy and a circle of thought in which 

it was held that in the. early days the Twelve were the only apostles and 

there was caution in recognising the legitimacy of any addition to that 
number except Paul and Barnabas. · Of the persistence in other circles of 

another point of view, something will be said later in discussing the usage 

of the .i,oixxTJ, 
If this hypothesis be accepted as probable, we should reconstruct the 

history of the use of the term "apostle" in what we call the apostolic age 

somewhat as follows: In the midst of his ministry Jesus gathered about him 
a company of twelve disciples who companied with him, learning from 

him as pupils, and sharing in his work as his representatives. The earliest 
name that we can discover for this company was "the Twelve," a title which 

they not improbably bore even in Jesus' lifetime, Assured by their visions 
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of him after his death that he still lived, they were impelled to continue 
their organisation such as it was, and to fill the vacancy caused by the 

treachery and death of Judas. They conceived it to be their function to 
testify to the resurrection of Jesus and in general to transmit the message 
of Jesus' life and teaching which they had received through their associa­

tion with him. They were not ecclesiastical officers but bearers of a mes­
sage. They continued for some time, precisely how long we can not tell, 

to be known as "the Twelve." With them were early associated the 
brothers of Jesus, of whom James was especially prominent, and these 
grew in influence. James being a witness of the resurrection and a man 

of weight and influence, assumed functions quite like those of the Twelve. 
This fact gradually led to the adoption of the term "apostles," which may or 

may not have already been applied to the Twelve, as the title· of all who 

shared the functions of the Twelve. 

Converted to an enthusiastic faith in Jesus by his Damascus vision, Paul 

felt himself called by God to become a preacher of the gospel message, as 
he conceived of it, to the Gentiles. This was for him a divine commission 

and he unhesitatingly appropriated to himself the title and function of an 
apostle of Christ, which he conceived himself to hold by direct divine 

authority, subject in no way to the control of those who were apostles 

before him. 
When Paul had been at work for some years, there went out into the 

territory which he conceived to be his and into the churches which he 

had founded, certain men, perhaps by authorisation from Jerusalem, who 
denied Paul's apostleship, apparently either on the ground that he had not 

been a personal companion of Jesus, or had not been commissioned from 

Jerusalem, or both, and no doubt claimed'for themselves what they denied 
to him. These men Paul in turn denounced as false apostles. 

It is clear that there had grown up two contrasted views of the conditions 

of apostleship, having much in common but sharply differentiated on cer­
tain points. Both parties were agreed that to be an apostle was some­

thing very definite, and, as will appear later, were not widely divided as 

to what the function of an apostle was. Of the existence of a loose sense 
of the term as applied to apostles of Christ (2 Cor. 821 and Phil. 2" do not 

come into account here), either as the only meaning or parallel with a 

stricter sense, the books of N. T. give no evidence. The difference of 
opinion pertained chiefly to the conditions of apostleship. The party of 

Paul's opponents probably held respecting the apostolate substantially the 

position which Acts 1'1," takes respecting the Twelve. An apostle must 

have known Jesus personally, must be able to bear witness to the resurrec­

tion, and must have been commissioned from Jerusalem. Paul denied the 

necessity of personal acquaintance with Jesus on earth, or of any commis­

sion whatever from men. On the basis of his Damascus vision he claimed 

to have seen Jesus and so to be a witness of the resurr~ction. Other condi-
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tions than this, he maintained, were purely spiritual, and apostleship came 
by unmediated divine commission. 

How many' of those who were eligible to apostleship under either of the 

two views eventually came to bear the name "apostle" it is impossible to 
state. We can definitely name only about twenty, but quite possibly it 

was given to all who having been sharers in the epiphanies of Jesus after­

wards assumed positions of responsibility in the church, especially perhaps 

if they became itinerant preachers and founders of churches. 
6. The function of an apostle.-For the interpretation of the epistles of 

Paul the question what he conceived to be the function of an apostle is of 

much more importance than the number of those to whom he conceived 
the title to be rightly applicable. Most of the evidence bearing on this 

point has been cited incidentally in the preceding sections, but may now 

be assembled and brought to bear on this phase of the subject. 

In Mk. 3"• " we read: xa:l e11:o!l)O'!Y !lw!lexa:, olJ, xa:l ci11:oa't'6Aou, wv6µ.a:aev, 

Yva: @O'tY µe't'' 01:u't'ou xa:l Yva: ci11:oa't'isAAD 01:u't'ou, Xl)p6aaetY xa:l lxetY e~oua!01:Y 

tit~&nm 'I'd: 801:tµ6vt01:. This passage was evidently written or took its 

present shape when it was believed that Jesus himself created the apos­
tolate and gave to its members the name apostles. It shows that at 

that time it was believed that the primary purpose for which Jesus chose 
the Twelve was that they should be his personal companions and helpers 

in his work. Learning from him by companionship with him, they were 

to share in his work by going out to announce his message and to do such 
things as he had himself been doing (cf. Mk. 9"). Though this gospel was 

written long after the death of Jesus and when the Twelve had long been 
exercising a function largely created by conditions that arose after his 

death, and though the expression, "whom he also named apostles," prob­
ably shows the influence of later thought, yet with the exception of this 

phrase the horizon of the passage is wholly that of Jesus' lifetime, and 

there is in it no suggestion of any work to be done after Jesus' death.* 

This fact is strong evidence that the substance of the passage comes from 

a very early date, and embodies the recollection of the Twelve of their 

original conception of their primitive function. 

But though this original appointment suggested no function extending 

beyond the period of the personal presence of Jesus, his death resulted not 
in the dissolution of the group but in the taking on of a new function. 

Those ;who had been his chosen companions in his lifetime became the 
witnesses of his resurrection. See above on Acts 1u-u. The insistence 

upon personal companionship with Jesus, as a condition of membership in 

the body in the new period of its history, was doubtless in part because of 

• This is the implication of the present tenses, ti.1rou,-iAAr,, 1e11pVcruEw, ix_Ew and iKfJ&.A.>..Ew, 

not, of course, in that they denote present time, but continued or repeated action, naturally, 
therefore, thought of as continuous with the time of tiJO'<V ,,...,, avTov. Had the thought 

been of a single subsequent sending out, following upon the period of the J.o-w µff'' ai>Tov, 
the aorist a,ro .. n,.\11 must· certainly have been used. 
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the relation between such companionship and ability to be a witness to 
the resurrection. But the inclusion of the phrase "from the baptism of 
John" indicates that the bearing of such testimony was not the full duty or 
the only function of the Twelve. They must also be able to testify to the 
deeds and words of Jesus before his death and even from the beginning 
of his public ministry, and carry forward his work as they only could do 
who knew him well. On the other hand witnessing to the resurrection 
was not an end in itself, but the means by which men were to be persuaded 
'to accept him as Lord and Christ. The function of the apostle is therefore 
comprehensively the winning of men to faith in Jesus through the testi­
mony to his resurrection, and building them up in such faith through the 
story of his life and teaching. There is thus a clear affinity between the 

thought of the two passages Mk. 314 and Acts 1"·". The companionship 
with Jesus which in Mk. is a part of the purpose of the choice of the Twelve 
becomes in Acts a condition of membership in the body; and the function 
of the group, though new in that it includes and makes prominent the 
testimony to the resurrection, is in substance the same as that set forth 
in Mk. with only such modification as the death and subsequent epiph­
anies of Jesus, convincing them of his resurrection and messiahship, would 
naturally call for. Whether at the early period in which this conception 
of the function of the Twelve took shape they were already known as apos­
tles, or, as suggested above, this name was only later applied to them, the 
passage in Acts shows that by the time of the writing of Acts the definition 
of function had become attached to the term "apostle," and there is no 
special reason to question that this took place in the proc~s by which the 
term apostle was carried over to the Twelve or to that larger company of 
which they were the major part. 

Paul's conception of the function of an apostle is conveyed by implica­
tion rather than by any express statement. The important passage 

1 Cor. 1218 indicates the place of high importance which he attached to it, 
and shows that he regarded apostleship rather as a commission conferred 
by divine endowment than an ecclesiastical office to which one was appointed 
or elected by men (see also Gal. 1 1). That the function was local, tjj 

b.:K.ATJali referring to the church at Corinth, or generically to any local 
church, can not be assumed in view of Paul's use of e:K.:K.ATJaloc in the larger 
sense in Gal. 1 11 I Cor. 15• Phil. 31 Col. I 11• ", and is against all other usage 
of the word ci1t6crt0Aoc;. It is sti11 more clear that in Eph. 411 the writer is 
thinking of the church at large. But neither of these passages gives a 
clear definition of the specific, function of the apostle. The evidence that 

Paul regarded first-hand testimony to the resurrection as a part of the work 
of the apostle has already been discussed (cf. 2 above). That the preach­
ing of the gospel was a part of it is clearly implied not only in such passages 
as Gal. 1 11 1 Cor. 1 11 Rom. 1 1, but in practically all his references to his 

apostleship. But neither of apostleship in general nor of his own apostle-
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ship in particular would this have been an adequate definition. Not every 

preacher of the gospel was an apostle; nor was it given to Paul by virtue 
of his apostleship to preach the gospel without restriction. Limiting his 
own efforts to Gentile lands (Gal. 1 10 2•• •) and within these lands to fields 
not already occupied by others, he disclaimed all intention of reproselytis­
ing to his own conception of Christianity converts already made by others 
(2 Cor 1011 Rom. 15"), and equally denied the right of others to attempt 
to win his converts to their views (Gal. 1•• • 512). We infer that according 
to Paul's conception the work of an apostle of Christ was that of planting 
Christianity. Endowed by the vision of the risen Christ with ability to 
testify to the resurrection, commissioned by God, and his co=ission 
attested by the signs of an apostle, viz., ability to work miracles and suc­
cess in the work of the gospel ( 1 Cor. 91, • 2 Cor. 1212), possessed of a message 
for which no man was his authority (Gal. 1 1, 11• 11), it belonged to the apostle 
not to follow in the footsteps of others, nor to build along the lines deter­
mined by other men's foundations, but himself to announce the gospel 
message, to found churches, and thus to fix the lines of the development 
of the new religion, or the new type of the Jewish religion. Disclaiming, 
indeed, lordship over the faith of his converts as against the working of 
the Spirit in their own hearts (2 Cor. 1"), yet in the assured conviction of 
his own apostleship and his own possession of the Spirit (1 Cor. chap. 2), 

Paul did not hesitate on the one side to reprove, exhort, and even to com­
mand the churches which he had founded (1 Thes. 4•; cf. 2 Thes. 3•• 1 

2 Cor. 13•• 10 et freq.), and, on the other, utterly to deny the right of others, 
whether true or false apostles, to assume such authority over these churches. 
To be an apostle of Christ was in Paul's thought to be divinely commis­
sioned to found churches of Christ and, by virtue of such commission, to 
be independent of human authority.* It was such a commission and the 
right and duty to exercise it among the Gentiles, thus practically deter­
mining the character of Gentile Christianity as far as his work and influ­
ence extended, that Paul steadfastly claimed for himself. 

Lacking any correspondingly definite expression of the conception of 
apostleship held by the other apostles, we can not say to what extent they 
would have agreed with Paul's definiti9n of the function of an apostle. It 
is evident, however, that Paul's conception is closely akin to that which 

• The work of the apostles as a whole might he defined (cf. Haupt, Zum V erslitndni, tk, 

A.poslolals im N. T., p. 135) as the founding of the church. But since this is the work of 
no single man, one could not from Paul's point of view give this as the definition of the func­
tion of the apostle (sing.) without the addition of a Gmiting phrase defining the scope and 
territory within which the individual apostle was divinely commissioned to act. Yet neither, 
from Paul's point of view, was the founding of the church committed to any body of men 
to he achieved by them ·as a body. Whether it he due to the difference of judgment between 
himseH and others whose apostleship be was nevertheless unwilling to deny, or to inherent 
individualism, the apostle held at any rate that to him was given his task and to the others 
theirs, which each was to accomplish, with recognition of the other's rights and duties, but 
not co-operatively as a duty laid on them all jointly. 
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underlies Act, 1"· .. , but that bis is more sharply defined in respect to the 
independence of the apostle. It is evident, also, that precisely by reason 
of this peculiarity of Paul's view, it was well adapted to give rise to con­

troversy. A conception of .a college of apostles would have called for cor­
porate action in the achievement of a common task. But Paul's individ­

ualism, his view that each apostle-he at least-bad bis own commission 
from God, and was responsible, therefore, to God and not to bis fellow­

apostles, could scarcely fail to bring him into conflict with those who held 
the other conception. Paul's solution of the problem of conflicting claims 

that in fact arose was, as Gal. 2•· 1• clearly shows, neither to deny the apos­

tleship of the others and maintain his own only, nor to consent to submit 

mooted questions to a majority vote of a college of apostles, b1:1t to affirm 
the undiminished authority of each in his own field. The pillar apostles, 

on the other hand, without apparently denying bis apostleship, did not at 

first recognise that it required them not to interfere with his work. Later, 

they conceded this in theory, but did not steadfastly conform to it in prac­

tice; while the more extreme members of the Jewish Christian party denied 
Paul's apostleship altogether. 

Itinerancy was evidently an incidental rather than a cardinal feature of 

the apostle's work. The Twelve, according to Mk. 3", were to go out 
from time to time. But Acts 1 11• 12 makes no mention of itinerancy. The 

use of the phrase ,uva:llta: 1Cep10:1etv in r Cor. 9• suggests that the apostles 
generally and the brethren of the Lord were more or less itinerant, yet 

rather in the sense that they had frequent occasion to change their home 

than to be away from home. Paul, we know, was in "journeyings oft." 
Having no family he may perhaps be said to have had no home. Mani­

festly, also, the witness to the resurrection"must go where they are to whom 

the testimony is to be borne, and the founder of churches can not remain 

seated in one place. Yet prolonged residence in a given place might be 
necessary to the accomplishment of a given apostle's task, and no definite 

limit could be set to the period of such residence. Like the modern mis­

sionary bishop, the apostle must be where his work called him, yet not nec­
essarily always journeying. James the brother of our Lord was never, so 

far as our evidence shows, an itinerant preacher, nor does it seem probable 
that any one who, in the discharge of his function as a founder of Chris­

tianity, should find it expedient to take up permanent residence in acer­
tain place, would on that account have been denied the title of apostle. 

Still less does the evidence of the N. T. permit us to suppose that itinerancy 

would of itself have entitled a preacher of the gospel to be called an apostle. 

Nor was the expression equivalent to "evangelist," or to the modern term, 

"missionary." 
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IV. CHRISTIAN USAGE IN THE SECOND CENTURY. 

To the interpretation of the development of the apostolate and the usage 
of the word "apostle" hereinbefore set forth, the use of the word in the well­

known passage in the .d18czx-/i 't'<iiY awaexcz 'A?toa't"6:l.wv, chap. u, seems 
at first sight to interpose an objection: 

But concerning the prophets and apostles, so do ye according to the ordinance of the 

g95pel. Let every apostle, when he comes to you, be received as the Lord; but he shall not 
abide more than a single day, or if there be need, the second; and if he abide three days he 
is a false prophet. And when he departs let the apostle receive nothing save bread, until 
he find shelter. But if he ask for money he is a false prophet. 

The first injunction manifestly has reference to Mt. 1040 : "He that receiveth 
you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me." 

And this reference in turn associates the apostle here spoken of with the 
Twelve. Yet, on the other hand it is quite impossible to suppose that the 

following injunctions were intended to apply to the Twelve or arose in a. 

time when they could have been so understood. For surely the Twelve 

never sank to so low a level in the esteem of the church that it was deemed 
necessary to prohibit their remaining more than two days at utmost in any 

one church, or receiving anything more than the food necessary to sustain 
them to their next stopping place. Apparently, therefore, the passage 

comes from a time when the apostles as a class were still so connected in 
thought with the Twelve that the sentence which the gospel applies to them 

could be applied to the then existing class of apostles, but when the still 
living members of the class had so far degenerated as to be regarded with 

suspicion and treated with extreme caution. Those to whom the term is 
here applied are itinerant prophets, living off the churches, but prohibited 

from receiving any money or subsisting upon any church for m,ore than 

two days at a time. Violation of these rules proves them false prophets, 

but apparently does not deprive them of the title "apostles." 

It should be borne in mind that this is the only extant passage in early 

Christian literature in which any such use of the term occurs. The term 

is found six times in Clem. Rom., once in so-called 2 Clement, 16 times in 

Ignatius, five times in the Epistle to Diognetus, five times in Hermas, and 

once in Barnabas (see Goodspeed, Index Patristicus). All of these instances 

are in line with the usage which from Acts we sh.ould infer prevailed in the 

latter portion of the apostolic age, most of them very clearly so. Clement 

of Rome, Barnabas, and Ignatius know of no apostles save the Twelve and 

Paul. In Clem. Rom. 47' Apollos is expressly distinguished from the 
apostles: "For ye were partisans of apostles and of a man approved in their 

sight." Equally clear is the usage of 2 Clem. and Mart. Pol. The usage 

of Hermas is less clear and may perhaps be more nearly akin to that of the 

middle period of the apostolic age. He speaks once-of forty apostles and 

teachers (Sim. 9. 15•) and twice of apostles and teachers, without mention-
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ing their number (Sim. 9. 16•; 25•). These preached the gospel to the whole 
world and having fallen asleep preached also to those that had fallen asleep 

before them. The apostles preached to the twelve tribes (Sim. 9. 171), in 
which phrase there is, perhaps, a reminiscence of the twelve apostles. Of 

apostles still living Hermas makes no mention. From Ep. ad Diogn. n 1: 

"Having become a disciple of apostles I came forward as a teacher of the 

gentiles," and the probability that this writing was produced not earlier 
than the third quarter of the second century, it might be inferred that the 

,word is used of men of the second century. But the fact that, in the other 

instances in which it occurs in this fragment (n•• •; 12•• •), the word clearly 
has its usual reference to the great leaders of the church in the first century, 

makes it more likely that it has the same meaning here and that the writer 

intended to say that he accepted the teachings of the apostles, not that he 

knew them personally. 

The usage of the Ati'lax,i) remains therefore without parallel in the lit­

erature either of the first or of the second century. It is not, indeed, impos­
sible that the persons here referred to were survivors of the company of 

five hundred witnesses of the resurrection whom Paul mentions in 1 Cor. 15•, 

but they had certainly ceased to exercise the functions which in an earlier 

period were the characteristic marks of an apostle, and which afterwards 
were regarded retrospectively as the signs of an apostle. In no strict sense 

can the use of the word in the Ati'la::x;i) be regarded as the survival of a 

primitive usage. Of the three ideas, preaching the gospel, founding the 
church, itinerancy, it was the first and second, not the first and third, which 

entered into the earliest use of the term as a designation of a class in the 

Christian community; and of these the second was what constituted the 
distinctive mark of an apostle; itinerancy was apparently neither a constant 

nor a necessary feature of apostleship. 

A more probable explanation of the usage found in the At!iax,i) is that 

it is an offshoot, probably local and rather temporary, from the general 

stream of usage in both first and second centuries arising out of the con­
ditions of which we catch a glimpse in 2 Cor., a degenerate use of the term 

arising from the degeneracy of the class to whom it was applied. The con­
flict over the apostleship, reflected in the Galatian and Corinthian letters, 

led on the Jewish-Christian side, possibly on the Gentile-Christian also, 

to the designation and sending out of men as apostles, first, probably, of 

those only who had known Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards, perhaps, when 
no more such remained, of others. The name apostle thus became the 

designation of a class of itinerant Christian prophets which, for reasons no 
longer known, in time so degenerated that strenuous rules were laid down 

to prevent their unduly annoying the churches. But this was, after all, 
a relatively sporadic use of the term.* The main stream of usage in Chris­

tian circles remained the same. It was still commonly used of the founders 

•CJ.the usage prevailing at about the same time in Jewish circles, mentioned under I above. 
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of the church, those men of the first generation, contemporaries of Jesus 

who put their stamp upon the new religious movement and had no suc­

cessors. 

II. IIATHP AS APPLIED TO GOD. 

The antecedents of the N. T. designation of God as Father are found, 

on the one side, in an ancient usage of the Greek world, and on the other 

in the religious thinking of the Hebrews. 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

As early as Homer Zeus is designated as 'lta'tTJp chopwv -re 8Ewv, and in 

later classical writers as 'lt<X'tl)p: ..£sch. Theb. 512; Aristoph. Achar. 225; 

Pind. Pyth. 4"; Soph. Track. 275: o 't'WV hav't'WY ZEii<; 'lt(Z't'TJP 'OMµ"Jtto<;. 

On the question whether this title marked him as the progenitor of the race 

of gods and men, or emphasised his authority and watch-care over them, 

see Zinzow, "ZEui; 'lta't"1Jp und 6E6i;," in ZkWkL., 1882, pp. 189 f. Diod. 

Sic. 5. 72• says of him, 'lta't"epa lltcl: 'CTJY <ppovTllla: :K.al 'CTJY dlvotav 'CTJY d,; 

cha:Y't'a<;, l't't llt :K.al 't'0 llo:K.EtY Wa'!CEp &:p;c,:ryov ElYat 't'OU rtvou,; 't'WY 

&:v8pw"Jtwv. CJ. also Plut. Apoph. reg. 15. Jos. Ant. 4. 262 (814) speaks rather 

under the influence of his contact with the Greek world than of his Hebrew 
training when he calls God 'lta:'CTJP 't'0ii 'lta:Y't'6i;. 

II. OLD TESTAMENT USAGE. 

The 0. T. writers speak of God as Father of men rather rarely, yet 

often enough to make it clear that they employed the term not in any 

literal or physical sense, or to designate a relation of God to all men, but 

to ascribe to him ethical relations to certain men or to a certain people 

analogous to those which a human father sustains to his sons. The rela­

tion which is in mind is sometimes authority, but especially love and watch­

care. See Deut. 32• Isa. 6311 Jer. 3•• "31• Mal. 1• 2 Sam. 7" 1 Chr. 17"; 

cj. Deut. 141 Hos. II 1 Ps. 2 1
• The reference to creation in Mal. 21• is quite 

exceptional, but even here it is to be noticed that it is creation, not beget­

ting or descent-hence, not fatherhood in a physical sense. In Ps. 2 7 the 

term "beget" is used, but it is evidently like the word "son" itself, em­

ployed in a purely figurative sense denoting an ethical or representative 

relationship. When God is said to be the Father of Israel, this affirmation 

is wholly religious, designating God's choice of the nation, and his love for 

it, and watch-care over it (Deut. 32•·14), and the designation of him as Father 

of the King of Israel or of the coming Messiah has the same significance. 

In the few instances in which it is used of individuals, Ps. 68• 10311, it clearly 

refers to his compassionate love and care. 

III. THE USAGE OF LATER JEWISH WRITERS. 

In the later Jewish writers the term retains the same general significance 

in reference to the nation, present or future (Toh. 13• Wisd. II 10 Jub. 1"• 
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"; cf. 2 20). Clear instances of the designation of God as Father of the 

Messiah do not seem to occur; for Test. XII Patr. Jud. 24• speaks of God 
not as Father of the Messiah, but as the Holy Father (see also Levi 18•), 

and Levi 17• employs the term only by way of comparison; the Ps. Sol. 

(17") designate the Lord as the King, not the Father of the Messiah. On 
the other hand, the designation of God as the Father of the pious individual 

or individuals appears more frequently than in the canonical writings. CJ. 
esp. Wisd. 2

1
'"'

1
: "He (the righteous) vaunteth that God is his father. Let 

' us see if his word be true and let us try what shall befall him in the end of 

his life. For if the righteous man is God's son, he will uphold him, and 

he will deliver him out of the hands of his adversaries." See also Sir. 231, • 

Ps. Sol. 17", and Bous. Rel. d. Jud.•, pp. 432jf. · 

IV. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

These facts make it evident that the N. T. teachers and writers found 

the term ready to their hands both in the thought and vocabulary of the 
Greek world and especially in their inheritance from their Hebrew ances­

try; in the former as a designation of God's relationship to men in general 

and, in the latter, of his attitude towards those who were the especial objects 
of his love and approval. Its range of uses and the variety of the forms 

which the expression takes in N. T. is such as to make it necessary to give 

attention to these before considering the precise content of the term in the 

N. T. books. 

A. THE FORMS OF EXPRESSION AND COl\fSTRUCTIONS OCCURRING IN N. T. 

The term 'lt<X'TTJP is used in N. T. with reference to God: 

1. Without the article and without other appellative so joined with it 
as to constitute with it a compound appellative. 

(a) In the vocative (or nominative used as a vocative), alone: Lk. 11• 

22" 23" Jn. 11" 1227
, " 17 1

, •· "· "· "· 
25

; with other appellatives in appo­
sition with it: Mt. 11" Lk. 10"•; with adjective or possessive limitations: 

Mt. 26"· "· 
(b) In the predicate or in dependent construction with qualitative force: 

Jn. 1" 518 841 (with 'tOv 8.6v in apposition), " 2 Cor. 618
• 

2. With the article, but without other appellative so joined with it as 

to constitute with it a compound appellative. 

(a) Absolutely and without appositive: Mt. 11 11
, " 24'" 28" Mk. 13" 

14" Lk. 1021b, 22h. • Jn. 1 18 3" 421 , ", and freq. in Jn. Acts 1•• '2" Rom. 6• 8". 
(b) Limited by a genitive referring to Jesus, as in the phrases, "my 

father," "his father," "thy father": Mt. 711 10"•" 11" 12•• 2023 25" 26"·" 

Mk. 838 Lk. 2" 1011a Jn. S" 8" 10"• ", and freq. in Mt. and Jn. 

(c) Limited by a genitive referring to men: Mt. 68, " 10•• " 13" Lk. 6" 

12••· 11; no exx. in Jn. 
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(d) Limited by a participle or prepositional phrase: Lk. II 11 Jn. 517 

64'., n gu, u 12". 

(e) Limited by a genitive referring to Jesus, and an adjective, participle, 

or prepositional phrase: Mt. 711 10"• " 12" 1511 1617 1810· "· "· "· 

(f) Limited by a genitive referring to men, and an adjective, participle, 

or prepositional phrase: Mt. s"· "· " 61
, •· •· •• "· 18, u," 711 Mk. II". 

3. Joined with 6e6<; to form a compound appellative. 

(a) The two words standing without connective and neither word hav­

ing the article: not found in the gospels or Acts; frequent in the Pauline 

epistles, and occasional in the general epistles: Rom. 1 7, cx-n;o 6eou -n;a-cpoc; 

ij~v xal xuplou 'l-riaou Xpca-coii. I Cor. 1• 2 Cor. 1• Gal. 1 1, • Eph. 1• 6" 

Phil. 1• 2 11 Col. 1• 1 Thes. 1 1 2 Thes. 1 1, • 1 Tim. 1• 2 Tim. 1• Tit. 1• Phm. 3 

1 Pet. 1• 2 Pet. 1 17 2 Jn. • Jude 1• 

(b) The two words being joined by xa! and the phrase preceded by the 

article, giving the expression o 6eoc; xa! 'lta't"T)p; not found in the gospels 

or Acts; not infrequent in Paul: Rom. 15•, Yva .•. oo~cxt;T)u -cov 6eov 

xa! 'lta-clpa -cou xuplou -iJ~v 'ITJaou Xpca-cou. I Cor. 15" 2 Cor. 1• u 11 

Gal. 1• Eph. 1• 5'° Phil. 420 1 Thes. 1• 311 , 11 Jas. 117 1 Pet. 11 Rev. 1•. 

4. In some eight or ten passages the words 'lt(X't"T)? and 6e6c; are associated 

in other ways which are slight modifications of those already named. In 
five of them some uncertainty of text affects the question what form the 

original text contains. In Col. 1• 317, there occurs the phrase -c(j> 6e«j> -n;a-cpl. 

In Col. 111, N31 read -c(j> 6e(j> 'lta-cp!, FG 6e<j> -cij, 'lta-cp!, but the evidence is 

on the whole against the insertion of 6e(j>. In Jn. 627 and Eph. 1 17 o 6e6c; 

and o 1t(X't"T)p do not constitute a compound appellative, but stand in appo­

sition, the relation being such as we commonly express in English by the 

word "namely." In Jn. 8° o 6e6c; stands in similar relation with e!c; 'lta't"T)p, 

and in I Cor. 8• o 'lt(X't"T)? is in apposition with e!c; 6e6c;. In Eph. 4• we 

have e!c; 6eoc; xa! 'lta-c-/jp 'lta:YotWv, which is simply the common form 3 b, with 

the numeral ek replacing the definite article. In Mt. 6• o 8eoc; o 'ltGC't"T)? is 

found in N*B Sah., but most authorities omit o 8e6<;. It is bracketed by 

WH. Other editors do not admit it even to the margin. In 2 Thes. 2 10 o 
8eo<; o 'lt(X't"T)? is read by most authorities. The o before 6e6c; is omitted by 

BD*K 33 and bracketed by WH. Before 'ltGC't"T)? it is doubtless genuine, 

though generally omitted by the Syrian authorities. Apparently we have 

here an expression unique in N. T. 

Aside, therefore, from the four cases of distinctly detached apposition, 

the two cases of -c«j> 8e(j> -n;a-cpl (Col. 1• 317), the one case of [o] 8eo<; o 'ltGC't"T)? 

(2 Thes. 2 11), the one instance of ef<; 6eo<; xa! 'ltGC't"T)? (Eph. 4•), all the in­

stances of 8e6c; and 'lta't"T)p used together for which there is good textual 

evidence, have either the form 6eo<; 'ltGC't"T)? (without article or connective) 

or o 6eo<; xa! 'lta't"T)p (with both article and connective). 

The first of these forms (see 3 a above) occurs in the genitive or dative 

only; in nineteen out of the twenty-one instances after a preposition, and 
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in the two remaining cases (Phil. 211 and I Pet. 1•) after a prepositional 

phrase. In nine of the twenty-one instances it is limited by iJµ6iv, the list 
of nine being almost identical with those which belong to the certainly 
genuine Pauline letters (1 Cor. 1• 2 Cor. 1• Gal. 1• Eph. 1• Phil. 1• Col. 1• 

Phm. • 2 Thes. 1 1, but cf. contra Gal. 1' 1 Thes. 1 1). In no instance in this 

group is the compound appellative followed by a genitive referring to Christ. 
The second form (3 b above) is found in all cases except the vocative. 

In five of the fourteen it is followed by iJµ6iv; in six by a genitive referring 

to Jesus, in three there is no genitive limitation. In three instances it 

occurs after a preposition or prepositional adverb. 

It thus appears that either form may be used in prepositional construc­

tions, but that there is a decided preference for the shorter ·form after 
prepositions. Either form may be used in the genitive or dative, but only 

the longer form occurs in the nominative or accusative. Either form may 

be limited by iJµ6iv or be used without limitation, but only the longer form 
is limited by a genitive referring to Christ. 

These facts show that the difference between the two expressions is one 
neither of meaning nor of definiteness, but only of the situations in which 

each is preferably used. In accounting for the omission of the article 
before 6Eoii 1tci:-tp6c; it is to be borne in mind (1) that neither 6E6c; nor 1tci:-nip 

exhibit any special use of the article, the assertions commonly made to the 

contrary being without good basis, as is also the implication of Rob. p. 795, 

that 6s6c; and b 6s6c; are used without distinction; the regular designation 

of God is b 6s6c;,* and the omission of the article indicates that the term 

is qualitative, or much more rarely indefinite, or comes under some other 

general rule for the use of nouns without the article; (2) that it is not due 
to the presence or absence of a limiting genitive; (3) that some compound 

names show a tendency to omit the article more freely than the single 

terms which compose the compound; this is true both of such names as 

~!t,twv Ils-tpoc;, composed of two proper names and of those like '1-riao.iic; 

Xptcn6c;, which are in part appellative; it is apparently true of 8aoc; 

,cci:-nip, since this expression is almost invariably anarthrous; (4) that prep­
ositional phrases of a formulary or qualitative character tend to omit 

the article before the noun. This tendency is illustrated by iv xup!lj) and 
iY Xpta't'«jl. It is apparently the combined influence of these two latter 

tendencies that gives rise to the expression d:,co 6eoii 'ltGtTp6c;. The ten­

dency to omit the article with compound names (in this case amounting to 

an almost invariable rule) excludes -toii 6aoii 'ltci:-tp6c;; the preference for the 

non-articular form in prepositional phrases leads to the use of d:'lto 8eo0 

1tci:-tp6c; rather than d:,co -toii 6aoii xci:l 1tci:-tp6c;. CJ. 1 Thes. 1• 311 Jas. 1". 

The fact of most importance for the interpreter 1s that the omission of 

*The English use of "Lord" and "God" interestingly reverses the Greek use of ,u,p,os 

and B«ls in N. T. The Greek regularly says 1, 8,~. but in using Kvp,os of God usually 
employs it without the article. In English, on the other hand, we say "the Lord,"but "God" 

(without the article). The usual Greek for "the Lord God" is Kvp,os i, 8,os. CJ. S1.Qft. 
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the article with the compound appellative does not affect the meaning of 

the expression. 
In reference to the question whether 1t<XTp6c; in Gal. 1 1 and other passages 

in which no genitive is added designates God as Father of men or of Christ, 
it should be noticed: (i) The latter conception is several times unequivocally 
expressed in Paul (Rom. 15• 2 Cor. 1 1 u 11 Eph. r•) and is, therefore, not 
intrinsically improbable here. (ii) Yet in the Pauline epistles, when 1tirrlJp, 
referring to God is joined by xod to a name of Christ, it<X'tlJP prevailingly 
if not invariably designates God as Father of men. In nine instances out 
of sixteen, viz., in Rom. 1• I Cor. 1• 2 Cor. 1• Gal. 1• Eph. 1• Phil. 1• Phm. • 
2 Toes. 11 311 T)fLWY is expressed; in three cases-I Tim. 12 2 Tim. 12 Tit. I'-­
it is probably to be supplied in thought from the context; the probability is 
strong that in the remaining four cases-Gal. 1 1 Eph. 611 r Thes. 1 1 2 Thes. 1•, 

in which no genitive is expressed, that which is to be supplied in thought 
is T)[J.WY. (iii) In the eight instances in the Pauline epistles in which it<X'tlJP 
is used of God without genitive limitation and is not joined by xal to the 

name of Jesus (Rom. 811 I Cor. 8' xs" 2 Cor. 618 Gal. 4• Eph. 1 17 Phil. 2 11 

Col. 3"), there are several in which 'lt<X'tlJP unequivocally designates the 
relation of God to men; none in which it certainly designates God as Father 
of Christ, though several of them are usually so interpreted (esp. I Cor. IS" 
Phil. 2 11 Col. 317). These facts make it clear that it<X'tlJP as a title of God is 
prevailingly used by Paul (it is otherwise in John) to designate the relation 
of God to men; and especially that when 6eoc; itirtiJp and xupcoi; 'l11aoiic; 
Xp1aT6c; are joined, the antithesis in thought is not that of the relation of 
Father and Son to one another, but of their respective relations to men. 
See Rom. 1• I Cor. 1 1 2 Cor. 1•, etc., esp. I Cor. 8•. (iv) At the same 
time it must be remembered that in the two passages in which Paul spe­
cially discusses the relation of believers to God as sons of the Father he 
implies a causal relation between such sonship and the possession of the 
spirit of God's Son, Jesus Christ (Gal. 4•-• Rom. 811 •17). It is therefore 
contrary to the apostle's thought to draw a line of sharp distinction between 
the fatherhood of God to Christ and his fatherhood to men, and it may 
be that when it<X'tlJP is used without genitive limitation, the emphasis is 
on God's fatherly attitude without specific reference to the persons to 
whom it is manifested. · 

When T)tJ.WY, limiting 1taTp6c; after a preposition, is followed by xat xup(ou 
'l11aoii XpcaToii, as in Gal. r•, it is grammatically possible that xup(ou 
'I11aoii XpcaToii should be joined by xal to T)fLWY and along with it limit 
-it<XTp6c;, rather than, like 1t<XTp6c;, be governed by the preposition. That 
this is not in fact the case, but that xal joins xup!ou to 'aeoii 1t<XTp6i; and 
is with it governed by ,h:6 is made clear by two facts: (i) This double con­
ception, God as Father of us and of Jesus Christ, is nowhere unambiguously 
expressed in the Pauline letters; the second genitive xal xuplou occurs only 
when 8eo. 1taTp. is itself in the genitive. (ii) Though there is in the un-
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doubtedly genuine letters of Paul no so perfectly clear example as that in 

2 Thes. 1 1, ev 6.«ji 1ta,,:pl i)µwv %Oil ltup!q, 'll)aou Xpta,,:«ji, where ~wv lim­

iting 1ta,,:p( is followed not by lt6p. 'l,ia. Xp. in the genitive but by a dative, 
yet such other examples as Gal. 1 1 1 Thes. 1 1 311, where the structure of the 

sentence removes all syntactical ambiguity, show that it was the apostle's 
usual habit to associate the titles designating God and Christ together 

after a preposition, not to join the latter with -IJ~v, referring to men. 
On the question whether when the form b 8aoc; ltal 'ltct"CTJP is followed 

by -IJ,u.,v (Gal. 1• Phil. 4•• 1 Thes. 1• 311• 11) the genitive limits both 8e6i; 

and 1t01"CTJP or 'ltOl"CTJP only, translators and interpreters are divided. Vulg. 
renders it uniformly by the ambiguous phrase "deus et pater nosier." 

Weisz. usually reads, "Gott unser Vater," entirely ignoring the lta! (in 

1 Thes. 1•, "unser Gott und Vater"). Sief. reads, "Gott der auch unser 

Vater ist," expressly rejecting the translation "unser Gott und V ater." 
Ell., followed by Alf., makes i)~v limit 'ltO:"CTJP only, translating, "God and 

our Father." Segond reads, "notre Dieu et Pere"; RV. "our God and 
Father." The last is undoubtedly correct; the arguments advanced for 

restricting the limitation of i)~v to 7:Cl"CTJP are quite inconclusive. The 
statement of Alford (citing Ell., whom he misunderstands) that 7:0l"CTJ{) is 
regularly anarthrous is an error; 'ltOl"CTJP, whether referring to man or to 
God, shows the regular use of the article; and the argument that 1, Oa6i; 

is naturally used absolutely is of little weight in view of Paul's not infre­
quent use of b 6aoi; i)~v (1 Cor. 611 1 Thes. 2• 3• 2 Thes. 1 11• 11), and b 6.6i; 

µou (Rom. 1• Phil. 1• 411). Nor is the appeal made by Sief. to the phrase 
6aou 1tOl"Cpoc; i)µwv (Rom. 1' 1 Cor. 1•, etc.) of any weight, first because, 

the phrase being different, it is by no me.ans certain that the relation of 

-IJ~v is the same, and, second, because the probability is, as shown above, 
that Oeou 'lta"Cp6i; is itself a compound name, the whole of which, as a unity 

including both elements, is limited in thought by i)~v. Two nouns joined 
by lt01! and having the article before the first only are always closely con­

nected in thought, either as common predicates of one individual, or as 
individuals constituting in some sense a unity. Even in the latter case, 

when the objects are distinct, and only closely joined in thought, a genitive, 
standing after either or before them both, co=only limits both. See 

Lk. 14" Phil. 1'• " 2 17 Eph. 3• 1 Thes. 2 11 3• 2 Pet. 1 11• Much more prob­
ably, therefore, would this be the case when the two nouns evidently desig­
nate the same person. The only fact that could suggest a restriction of 

the relation of a genitive after two such nouns to the second would be its 

manifest unsuitableness to limit the first. 
Somewhat similar reasoning leads us to the conclusion that 't'ou ltup!ou 

i);.,.wv 'l11aou Xptcr,,:ou when standing after 1, Oeoi; %Oil -itOl"CT)p (Rom. 15• 

2 Cor. 1• Eph. 1• 1 Pet. 1•; cf. 2 Cor. u 11) is to be understood as limiting 

both nouns. The expression "God of our Lord Jesus" does not, indeed, 

occur in Paul (cf. Mk. 15" Mt. 27" Jn. 20"), but it can not be inferred from 
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this fact that Paul could not limit the compound appellative "God and 
Father" by a genitive referring to Jesus Christ, for neither does Paul use the 
phrase "Father of our Lord Jesus." 

B. THE MEANING OF THE TERM, 'lt<X"n)I?, AS APPUED TO GOD IN N. T. 

z. Jas. 1 17 stands quite alone in N. T. in its use of the term Father to 
designate God's relation to the heavenly bodies. 

2. The conception that God is Father of all men is rarely expressed by 
N. T. writers. That he maintains to all men, and even to the lower ani­
mals, that attitude of love and watch-care which the t~rm father expresses, 
is indeed explicitly affirmed. But even Mt. S" and Lk. 6"· "do not directly 
designate God as Father of all, but only of those who, as disciples of Jesus, 
are evidently looked upon as objects of divine approval. Nor is God called 
Father of all in Heh. 12 7·•, for the" we" of this passage apparently includes 
only Christians, or at most Jews and Christians. Only in Eph. 4•, with 
which Eph. 311 is seemingly in agreement in thought, does God seem defi­
nitely to be called Father of all, and even here it is not quite certain that 
"all" includes other than Christians. While, therefore, it may be properly 
said that the N. T. writers believe in the universal fatherliness of God, 
because they ascri3e to him a relationship to all men which may naturally 
be included under that term, yet from the point of view of the N. T. use of 
words, the doctrine that God is the Father of all is definitely expressed, if at 
all, only in the Epistle to the Ephesians. Nor is this 'fact without signifi­
cance; for it shows that the conception bf God as Father so emphasised the 
ethical elements of fatherhood and in particular that of fellowship grounded 
in approval, that the N. T. writers were indisposed to use the term when 
the element of approval was not felt to be present. 

3. The designation of God as Father of all who believe in Jesus is fre­
quent in all parts of N. T. See examples under A. 2 c, f; 3 a, b above. 
While emphasising, especially when used in addressing God, the conception 
of his love and watch-care in which men may safely trust, yet by its all 
but universal restriction to use in relation to believers, and by the clear 
limitation of the correlative term "son.s of God" to those who are like God 
(Mt. s") or who are led by his Spirit (Rom. 8"·11), it is evident that the term 
carries with it the idea not only of benevolent love such as God has for the 
world Gn. 311) and as men are bidden to have for their enemies, but also 
such friendship and fellowship as is characteristic of the normal relation 
between a father and his children. 

4. The designation of God as the Father of Jesus is, except in the fourth 
gospel, much less frequent in N. T. than the characterisation of him as 

Father of believers, yet it is found often enough to show that it is a familiar 
thought to the N. T. writers. It is found four times in the Pauline epistles 
(Rom. 151 2 Cor. 11 n 11 Eph. 1•), is ascribed by the synoptic gospels to 
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Jesus (see A. 2 b above), occurs very frequently in Jn., once in Heh. (1•, 

where it is expressly based upon the 0. T. passage concerning the Son of 
David), in I Pet. 2 Jn. and Rev. In 1 Jn., as in the Gospel of John, o 1ta-rl)p 
absolute frequently occurs in antithesis with o u\6~, suggesting that the ref­
erence is to God as Father of Christ. 

N. T. usage in general evidently has a twofold basis, on the one side in 
the conviction attested by the synoptic gospels that as Jesus could speak 
to other men of God as "your Father," so he could also think and speak 
of him as "my Father," and on the other, in that the ascription to him of 
messiahship carried with it the designation of God as his Father in the 

• sense in which God was the Father of the Messiah (cf. esp. Heh. 1•). These 
two conceptions have, indeed, a common root in the conception of God's 
love and watch-care over those whom he approves, but the differentiation 
of the two ideas would probably be more present to early Christian thought 
than their co=on root. A comparison of the several books of N. T., 
with remembrance of the order of their development and of that of their 
sources, especially of the synoptists and the fourth gospel, indicates that 
the two conceptions developed in the order named, the conception of the 
fatherhood of God as pertaining to Jesus in a unique sense or degree grad­
ually gaining ascendancy over the earlier idea that God is Father of all 
whom he approves, but even in its latest forms never wholly losing sight 
of the basal idea of fatherhood as consisting essentially in love. That "the 
Father loveth the Son and showeth him all things that he himself doeth," 
is still in the fourth gospel the fundamental element of fatherhood. 

In respect to the thought of Paul in particular, it is to be noted (a) that 
he used the same form of expression in reference to Jesus as in respect to 
Christians, viz., "God and Father of us/' "God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ"; (b) that he expressly associated together the sonship of men 
by virtue of which they call God their Father and the sonship of Jesus\, 
making the possession of the Spirit of the Son the ground or the conse-\· 
quence of the possession of the spirit of sonship (Rom. 814• 11 Gal. 4•·7); but 
(c) that he did not apparently join the two together in the expression, "the 
God and Father of us and of the Lord Jesus Christ" ; (d) that though employ­
ing the expression "the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," and 
once (2 Cor. n 11) "the God and Father of the Lord Jesus," he never used 
either "God of our Lord Jesus," or "Father of our Lord Jesus" alone; and 
(e) that he never enters into an exposition of the conception of the father­
hood of God in relation to Christ, and in particular never associates it with 

any statement respecting the origin of Jesus. From these facts it seems 
necessary to infer that, in co=on with the Jewish writers of the late pre­
Christian period and with early Christian thought, Paul understood the 
divine fatherhood in a purely ethical sense, and associated it closely with 
the conception of the godhead (8et6't'll~) itself, so that though one may 

say "our God," or "the Father," it is more congenial to say "oux God and 
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Father." This conception of fatherhood holds in respect to God as the 

Father of Jesus also, and, indeed, especially in respect to him, God sustain­

ing towards him in a pre-eminent degree those ethical relations which are 

expressed by the term Father, but having no relation to him as Father 

which can be thought of apart from the fact that he is God. 

On the correlative idea of Jesus as "Son of God," see below on The Titles 

and Predicates of Jesus, V. 

III. TITLES AND PREDICATES OF JESUS 

Occurring in the Pauline Epistles. 

I. THE TITLES ENUMERATED. 

The following names and phrases are applied to Jesus in the Pauline 

epistles, as titles or predicates. For purposes of comparison instances oc­
curring elsewhere in N. T. are indicated in the lists.• 

I. 'l11aou,. (a) Without the article: Rom. 3" 10• 1 Cor. 12• 2 Cor. 4•b 

n•• 14b Phil. 210 1 Thes. 1 10 414• (not elsewhere in Paul); Mt. 141 20•• 211, 11 

2611 Mk. 1• Lk. 211 3u, " 41 Jn. 1"• ", etc. Acts 111 s••, etc. Heb. 2 1 31 6••, 

etc.; 1 Jn. 2" 51, • Rev. 1• 12 17, etc.; not found in pastoral epistles, or I and 

2 Pet. Jas. or Jude. 
(b) With the article: Rom. 811 2 Cor. 410•, b, nb Gal.' 617 Eph. 411 1 Thes. 

4"b (only instances in Paul); Mt. 21 Mk. 1" Lk. 41 Jn. 1", et freq., in all 

the gospels; Acts. 1 11• ", etc.; 1 Jn. 4•; not in pastoral epistles, Heb. I and 2 

Pet. 2 and 3 Jn. Jude or Rev. 
2. Xpta-r6,. (a) Without the article: Rom. 5•• • 6•· • Gal. 1 1, 10, et freq., 

in Paul, esp. in the phrase ey Xpta-rcj>, e. g.: Gal. 1 12 2 11, etc.; rare in other 

parts of N. T., except 1 Pet. See Mt. 2611 (voc.) Mk. 9" Lk. 231 Jn. 1" 911 

Acts 2 11 Heb. 31 911
, " 1 Pet. 1

11 
2" 311 41

, " 51
•• "· 

(b) With the article: Rom. 7• 836 9•• • 1411 15•• '· 11 1611 1 Cor. 1•• "· 17 6"b 

911 10•• 11 bis u• bis 1211 1516, "· ••b 2 Cor. 1• 2" 3."4, 510, "911 101; •· " u•• • 

(txt. unc.) 12• Gal. 17 6• Eph. 11
•, "· •• •2•• " h 3'• • 4"· 11

, •• s•· •· "· "· "· 
11, 11 6• Phil. 116, 17 (txt. unc.) "·3 10 11 Col. 1 7," 2 11, 11 3'• •· •· 11 (txt. unc.) 
11 • 11 (txt. unc.) 41 1 Thes. 31 2 Thes. 3• (not elsewhere in Paul); less freq. in 

other parts of N. T. See Mt. 117 u• 162
• 2310 Mk. 8" Lk. 4" Jn. 7" n" 2o'1 

Acts 2 11 8• 911 171 18•· " 2611 1 Tim. 511 Heb. 3" 51 61 9"•" II" 1 Pet. 411 51 

1 Jn. 211 51 2 Jn. • Rev. 20•; after eY in 2 Cor. 2" Eph. 110 , "· •• only. 
b XpcaT6,, meaning "the Messiah," but not as a title or affirmed predi­

cate of Jesus is found in Mt. 2• 22" 241," 26" Mk. 12" 1311 Lk. 3 11 20" 22 11 

2311• It 24"• U Jn. l'°• II 3" 4" 7"• "• 11• U 10" 12". 

In a few passages b :xpta-r6<; is applied to Jesus, with the addition of 

unusual titles or limitations. Thus: b JCpta-roc; o ~cxatleu<; 'lapcxiil, Mk. 

1511; b JCpta-roc; 't0U fl.ou, Lk. 9••; b JCpta-roc; cxu-rou, Acts 311 4" Rev. II 11• 

* CJ. Middleton, Use of lhe Article ;n Gruk, edited by H. G. Rose, Appendix ll (by Rose), 

"A Table showing the various Appellations of our blessed Lord," etc. 
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3. Kupto~. (a) Without the article: Rom. 10• 1 Cor. 7"b, •• bis 1011 

bis, etc. It is rather infrequent in Paul, except in the phrase ev xup(q,: 

Rom. 16•· 11• "· "· ., 1 Cor. 7""· n 2 Cor. 2" Gal. 510; a complete list is diffi­
cult to give because of the difficulty of deciding in all cases whether the 
reference is to God or Christ. It is rare in other parts of N. T. (Acts 211) 

except in the gospels as a title of respectful address (Mt. 8•· •· •, etc.) .. 

(b) With the article: 1 Cor. 4• 6"· "· 17 710, " 9• II"• " Gal. 1 11• Mk. II• 

and its repetition in Mt. 21• are apparently the only cases in these gospels, 

but instances .are mucb more frequent in Lk. Acts, and Jn.: Lk. 711, 11 

101• "· " II" 12"• 1311 17•• • 18• 19•• 11, .. 22 11 2431 Jn. 4 1 6" u• 20•• 11• "· 11 

21 7• 11 Acts 5" 9 1• 1••· 11• "· 17• "· "·"·"II"• 21b 13" 14" 221•b 26"b. 

4. 'l'l)aoii~ Xpta1:6~. (a) Without the article preceding: :,lorn. 1•• • 

1 Cor. 311 Gal. 1 1
• "et freq. in Paul, Acts, the pastoral and general epistles; 

occurs also Heb. 1010 13•• " Rev. 1 1• •· • Mt. 1• 1611 (txt. unc.) Mk. 11 Jn. 
1 17 17•. In Mt. 1 11 2717, ", occurs 'l'l)aoii,; l, )..e1611,1vo,; 1,pta,:6,;. In Acts 3• 

41• we have 'l'l)aoii~ Xpia,:o~ o Na:~hlpa:ro,;. 

(b) With the article, in Mt. 1 11 only. See 5 b below. 
5. Xpta,:o,; 'l'l)aoii,;. (a) Without the article: Rom. 6• 811b, " 15" 

2 Cor. 1 1 (txt. unc.) Gal. 4" Eph. 1 1 2•• Phil. 1 1, • Col. 1 1 412, esp. freq. in 
the phrase ev Xpta,:<j> 'l'l)aoii; Rom. 3" 611 81, • 1517 16• 1 Cor. 12, •· •• 411, 17 

16" Gal. 2• 3H, .. S' Eph. 11b 2•• ,. 10, 13 3'·" Phil. 11b, .. 2• 3•; " 4'• ... 11 

Col. 1• 1 Thes. 2" 511 ; found also in the pastoral epistles and Acts, but in 

no other books. In Rom. 1 1 2 10 517 15• 1 Cor. 1 1 2 Cor. 4• Gal. 2 10 3" Phil. 1• 

2 11 the mss. vary between 'l'l)aoii Xp. and Xp. 'l'l)aoii. 

{b) With the article preceding: Gal. 5" (cf. ad lac.) Eph. 31 only. In 

Acts 5" 18•· 11 ,:ov :xp1a1:6v is predicate; Mt. 1 18 should probably read, 
,:oii 'l~oii Xpta1:oii. 

6. Kupto,; 'l'l)aoii,;. (a) Without the article: Rom. 14" Phil. 211 Col. 317 

1 Thes. 41 Acts 7" Rev. 22•• only. In Rom. 10• and Phil. 2 11, probably also 

in 1 Cor. 12•b, xupto,; is predicate. 

(b) With the article preceding: 1 Cor. 5• (txt. unc.) II" 16" 2 Cor. 4"• 
II11 Eph. 1 11 1 Thes. 2" 4• 2 Thes. 1 7 2• (txt. unc.); 2 Tim. 4" (some texts); 

Phm.•; freq. also in Acts (810 u ... 1511 1611 etc.) J:>ut not found in other 
books with conclusive ms. evidence. 

7. 'l'l)aoii,; o xupto,; -/jµ.Giv: Rom. 4" 1 Cor. 91; or in transposed order: 
o xupto,; -/j,J,G>v 'l'l)aoii,;: 1 Cor. 5••· b (txt. unc.) 2 Cor. 1" 1 Thes. 2 11 311, 11 

2 Thes. 1"•; outside of Paul in 2 Pet. 1•, 'l'l)aoii,; o xupto,; -/jtJ.wv, and Heb. 

13", o xupto,; -/j,J,G>v 'l~oii,; only. 
8. xupto,; 'l'l)aoii,; Xpta,:6,; and other phrases containing these three tenns. 

(a) xupto,; 'l'l)aoii,; Xpta,:6~ without the article: Rom. 1 7 1 Cor. 1• 8• 2 Cor. 

1• Gal. 1• Eph. 1• 6" Phil. 1• 3•• 1 Thes. 1 1 2 Thes. 1 1• •· nb Phm. •; outside 

the Pauline letters, in Jas. 1 1 only. 

(b) With the article: Rom. 1311 (txt. unc.) 1 Cor. 611 2 Cor. 13• Phil. 4" 

2 Thes. 3• Phm ... ; outside of Paul in Acts n 17 2811 Rev. 2211, with w. ll. 

in the last case. 
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(c) In transposed order without the article: Xpta-roc; 'lriaouc; x6p1oc;: 

2 Cor. 4•. 
(d) With the article repeated: o xpia-roc; 'lT)aouc; o x6ptoc;: Col. 2•. 
(e) ·o xuptoc; T)IJ.WY 'lT)O'OU<; Xpta-r6c;: Rom. 51, 11 15•• 30 I Cor. 1•• ,. 8, IO 

1517 2 Cor. 1• 8• Gal. 614
• 

18 Eph. 1•• 17 s•• 6" Col. 1• 1 Thes. 1• s•· "· "2 Thes. 
21, u, u 311; also I Tim. 6•· " Acts 15" 20" (txt. unc.) Jas. 21 1 Pet. 1• 

2 Pet. 1•• "· 11 Jude 4, 17, 21. 
(f) 'ITJaouc; Xpta-roc; o xuptoc; T)IJ.wv: Rom. 1• 521 7" 1 Cor. 1•, also Jude 25. 

(g) Xpta-roc; 'ITJaouc; o x6p1oc; TJIJ.WY. (i) Without the article before Xpta-roc; 

'IT)aouc;: Rom. 623 830 I Cor. 15" 1 Tim. I'• " 2 Tim. 12; with IJ.OU instead 
of TJiJ.WY: Phil. 3•; (ii) With the article before Xpta-ro,; 'ITJcrnu,;: Eph. 311• 

9. Tloc; Oeou, or u!6c; with a pronoun referring to God: (a) Without the 
article with either word: Rom. 1• (only instance in Paul); also in Mt. 1433 

27"• "Mk. 11 (txt. unc.) 15" Lk. 135 Jn. 19' Acts 1311 Heb.1• 5•. 

(b) T!oc; -roii Oeou: Mt. 4•• • 8" (voc.) 27•• Mk. 57 (voc.) Lk. 41, • 8•• (voc.) 

Jn. 1o'' (txt. unc.); some of these are in conditional clauses. 
(c) With the article before u!6c;: o uloc; -rou Oeoii, or o uloc; cxu-rou, !cxu-rou, 

!J.ou, or Totoc;, cxu-rou, etc., referring to God: Rom. 1•• • 51
• 8•· "·" Gal. 111 

2" 4•• • Eph. 4" 1 Thes. 11• (no other examples in Paul); Mt. 215 317 17• 

_Mk. 1 11 3" 9' Lk. 3" 4" 9" Jn. 1"• " 318 s" 9" (txt. unc.) rr• Acts 9•• Heb. 
6• 7' 10" 2 Pet. r" I Jn. 3• 4'°· "s•· ,, 10 bis ll 12b, 13, .... 

(d) With the article and other titles accompanying: o uloc; cxu-rou 'IT)aouc; 

Xpta-roc; 0 xuptoc; TJ.-LWY: I Cor. 1•; 0 'tOU Oeou uloc; 'lT)aOuc; Xpta-r6c;: 2 Cor. 111; 

o uloc; G!U'tOU 'IT)O"OU<;; Xpta'tbc;: r Jn. 13 3" S"b; o XPtO''tO<;; o uloc; 'tOU l;wY'tO<;; Oeou: 
Mt. 1611 (cJ. Mk. 14" Mt. 26 63); o xptaToc; o uloc; Tou Oeou: Jn. rr" 20"; 'IT)aouc; 
o uloc; 'tOU Oeou: Heb. 414 ; 'IT)O"OU<;; o uloc; GIU'tOiJ: 1 Jn. 17; o uloc; G!U'tOU o IJ.OYO• 

revfic;: 1 Jn. 4•. CJ. 2 Jn.', 'IT)O'OU<;; XptO''tO<;; o uloc; 'tOU 'ltGl'tp6c;. 

10. In the Pauline epistles O'(,)tjp is applied to Jesus in Phil. 3•0, yet here 

not precisely as a title. CJ. Lk. 2" Jn. 4" Acts s" 13" 1 Jn. 414• As a title 
of Jesus o aw'tT)p TJfl.WY XptaToc; 'IT)O'oOc; is found in 2 Tim. 110; XptO"toc; 

'IT)aouc; o O'WTTJP TJfl.WY in Tit. 1•; 'IT)aoiic; XptaToc; o O'W'tTJP T)fl.WY in Tit. 3•; 
0 Oeoc; xal O'W'tT)P T)fl,WY XptO"tO<;; 'IT)O'oiic; in Tit. 213 ; 0 Oeoc; T)fl,WY xal O'(,)'tTJP 

'IT)aoiic; XptaToc; in 2 Pet. 11; o xuptoc; TJfl.WY xal aW'tTJP 'IT)aouc; XptaT6c; in 2 Pet. 
1n 318; without T)fl.WY in 2 Pet. 2•0• 

rr. 8e6c;. The passages to be considered here are: Rom. 9• Heh. 1• Jn: 

11• 11, I Jn. s••. CJ. also Phil. 2•. 

II. 'IH~OTl:. 

'ITJaouc; is a personal name, the Grecised form of the Hebrew name 
Joshua, J?_Jf'1n~, which etymologically means "saviour." To what extent 

this etymoiogical sense of the word lingered in the use of the name itself 

in N. T. times, there is no definite indication. In Paul there is no trace 

of it, and elsewhere in N. T. in Mt. 121 only. Probably it was usually as 

little in mind as is the meaning of the word Theodore at the present day. 
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III. XPI:ETO:E. 

A. JEWISH USAGE. 

Xp,a't'6c; is the Greek representative of the Hebrew l'.1'\r9, "anoint. 

ed." The Hebrew word is applied in the literal sense to the high priest 

in Lev. 41
, •· "· As a substantive sometimes in the expression "the 

anointed of Yahweh," it is applied to the King of Israel: 1 Sam. 2 10," 

12•• • Ps. 18" Lam. 4•• Hab. 311• It is used of Cyrus in Isa. 45 1• From its 
usage with reference to the King of Israel, perhaps under the influence 

of a messianic interpretation of Ps. 2•, and Dan. 9ao1., it came to be em­
ployed as a title, eventually the most 'common and distinctive title, of 

the expected king and deliverer of Israel. But as the idea of a personal 

Messiah is not always associated with what may be broadly called the 

messianic hope (see Bous. Rel. d. Jud.•, p. 255), so the term Xp1a't'6c; is 
not always present when the expected deliverer is spoken of. See, e. g., 

Test. XII Patr. Reub. 61-1•; Lev. 8" 18111. Jud. 241- 1 Dan. 510, "· Among 
the earliest instances of its use as a distinctive messianic title are 1 Enoch 

481• 52•. Charles, Book of Enoch, ad loc., says these are the earliest cases. 
Nearly contemporaneous and more significant is Ps. Sol. 17"b, ": "And a 
righteous king and taught of God is he that reigneth over them. And 

there shall be no iniquity in his days in their midst, for all shall be holy, 
and their King is Messiah, Lord (Xpta'l'oc; :x.uptoc;)." The whole psalm is 

a most instructive reflection of the ideas of religion, and especially of the 

Messiah and the messianic deliverance which were held by the Pharisees 

in the last pre-Christian century. See afao 18•· •, and on the whole subject 

Sehr., § 29; E.T. II, ii, pp. 129 ff.; Bous. Rel. d. Jud.•, pp. 255 .ff. 

B. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

The evidence of N. T. leaves no room for doubt that the titular use of 
the term illustrated in Ps. Sol., in which it denotes an ideal expected char­

acter as distinguished from an identified historical person, had become com­
mon by the early part of the first Christian century, as it also shows even 

more clearly that early in the history of the Christian movement it was 

used as a descriptive title or personal name of Jesus. 
As respects the degree of identification of the character designated by 

the term with the person Jesus, there are five uses of the term in N. T., in 
the first four of which it stands alone without other appellatives; in the 

fifth it is used with other titles of Jesus. 
1. It designates "the Messiah" without identification of any person as 

such: Mt. 2• 22" Mk. 12" Lk. 2" 2411 Jn. 7"· "· 11
• "· " Acts 2" 17••. 

2. It is used as the predicate of a proposition, the subject of which is 

affirmed to be the Messiah, the identification lying, however, not in the 

term but being effected by the proposition itself; or in a question, it is asked 
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whether one is to be identified with the Christ. Most frequently the sub­

ject of the affirmation or question is Jesus (Mk. 811 1411 Mt. 1611 26" Lk. 9'" 
23• Jn. 7" 10" II" 17•b Acts 17•b 18•), but occasionally others (Mt. 24••,. 
Lk. 311). For qualitative effect the article may be omitted: Acts 231• 

3. It designates "the Messiah" as such, but with implied identification 

of the Messiah with Jesus; in other words, refers to Jesus, but to him specifi­

cally as the Christ: Mt. r17 II' 2310 Acts 8• Rom. 7• 91, • 1411 15'• " 1611 

I Cor. r•• "· 17 (txt. unc.) 912 1011 bis 1212 1515 2 Cor. r• 2 12, "3• 4• 510, 11 

9" ro'• •· 14 
II' 12• Gal. r' 6• Eph. r 1

•• "· •• 2•• 11 3•• •· 17 412
, •• s•· •· "· "· "• 

••· " Phil. r"• " 3'• ", etc. 
4. It becomes a title or name of Jesus without discernible emphasis upon 

his messiahship, though this is perhaps usually in the background of the 

thought: Rom. s•· • 6•· •· • 8•· 10, 17 91 ro•• •· ,. 17 158, 18, ••· " 16• I Cor. r"• 17 

2" 3'· "4'· 10 bis S' 6"• 7" 8"· "9" II' r2" r5•• "· "· "· "· 17, "· "· "· "· "" 

2 Cor. r" 2 1•• 11, 17 3•• "4• 517, u, "· •• bis 6" 8" ro' bis u10, 11, ,. 12•, 10, u 

r3• (?) Gal. r•• 10,,. 2•• 11, ,,. "·,. 311, "· "· "· "4" s•· •·•Heh. 3' 911, "· 

The line of distinction between the two classes of cases, 3 and 4, can 
not be clearly drawn. Broadly speaking, the instances in which the article 

is present in the Greek belong under 3, those in which it is absent under 4. 
But instances without the article may belong under 3, the article being 

omitted to give the word qualitative force. See, e. g., r Cor. r" (cf. RV. 

margin); so, perhaps, r Cor. 2 11 and 2 Cor. 511, and probably Mk. 9"· It is 
possiple also that in some cases the article is prefixed, as it is also to 'I~ou; 
or any proper name, without emphasising the titular significance. It is 

clear, however, that the word is often used purely as a proper name and 
that this fact is usually marked by the oinission of the article. No exam­

ples of this usage of Xplcn-6; alone, without the article (on 'l-qaou, Xpta't'6s, 

see below), occur in the gospels, except perhaps in Mk. 9". Though the 

Pauline letters show clearly that it was current before the gospels were 

written, the gospel writers do not, with the one possible exception, impute 
it to the evangelic period or themselves employ it. 

5. It occurs in combination with other titles of Jesus, forming with them 

compound appellatives. See I 4, 5, 8 above, and below. 

In the epistles of Paul, which in time of writing precede all, or all but one, 
of the other N. T. books, we find the use of the term with reference to 
Jesus fully developed, and taken for granted. This is true even of the 

earliest letters. Paul's common titles for Jesus are" the Christ," "Christ," 

"the Lord Jesus Christ," and "our Lord Jesus Christ." Indeed, he finds 

no occasion to affirm that Jesus is the Christ, nor does he, outside of two 

or three passages of somewhat doubtful interpretation (see, e. g., 2 Cor. ro"• 
cf. Eph. r••· "), ever use the term in its primary sense of" the (unidentified) 

Christ." The major portion of the post-Pauline epistles exhibit substan­

tially the same usage, but with a some·nhat marked tendency to prefer 

the longer, compound titles. These facts show that comparatively early 
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in the apostolic age the use of the term as a title or name of Jesus was 
already well established. 

From the gospels and Acts we are able to see in part how this usage arose 

and was developed. Though undoubtedly written after the letters of Paul, 

and in many passages reflecting the usage of the period in which they arose 

(so, e. g., clearly in Mt. 1 1 and Mk. 1 1; see also Mt. u• 2310), they show 

clear traces of an earlier usage and thought. The gospel of Mk. represents 

Jesus as gathering his earliest disciples without asserting that he was the 

Christ or eliciting from them any acknowledgment of him as such. The 

first assertion of the messiahship was at Cresarea Philippi, but the con­

fession there made he charges them not to publish (8"· 30), and it is not 

again referred to except incidentally in conversation between Jesus and his 

disciples (9"), and by implication in the words of Bartimreus, till the trial 

of Jesus, when in response to the challenge of the high priest he openly de­

clares that he is the Christ (Mk. 1411• "). The discussion of the lordship of 

the Messiah in 12"tt. pertains to the Messiah as such, not to Jesus. This 

primitive tradition is somewhat modified in the other synoptic gospels, yet 

not so as materially to obscure it. 

The fourth gospel represents the question whether Jesus was the Christ 

as playing a much larger and earlier part in the relation of Jesus to the 

Jewish people than the synoptic gospels imply. In this, as in other respects, 

the gospel has doubtless been affected by the distance between the events 

narrated and the writing of the book, and by the special purpose of the 

book as defined in 2011 ; but even in this gospel, there is an entire absence 

of the Pauline usages of Xp1cn6.; and Ii ;tpta>t6<;, and 'lriaou<; Xpta>t6<; 

occurs but once (171) in narrative or ~scourse, the personal name Jesus 

being the one co=only used. Even in editorial passages Xpta-i-6.; never 

occurs, Ii :x_p1cn6<; but once (2011), and then not as a title but as a predi­

cate, and '1-riaou<; Xp1a-t6<; but once (117). The longer compound titles do 

not occur at all. 

The book of Acts, on the other hand, furnishes examples of all the Pauline 

usages, the instances of the compound names being most frequent. The 

writer even represents Peter, at the beginning of the apostolic age, as com­

monly using the expression "Jesus Christ" and once "the Lord Jesus 

Christ." If this is historically correct, there must have been a very rapid 

development of usage i=ediately following the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. It is probable, however, that the author is here, to some extent, 

carrying back to the beginning of the apostolic age the usage of a later 

time. Acts 211 ascribes to Peter the view that by the resurrection and 

exaltation of Jesus God made him both Lord and Christ. If this means 

that the messiahship,dates from the resurrection, this is a different con­

ception from that which is implied in the third gospel, viz.: that it belonged 

to his public ministry (3"tt. 9••), if not even dating from his birth (211, .. ). 

In the mind of the writer it may perhaps mean that what he was pre-
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viously in purpose and by right he now became in fact and power (cf. Rom. 

1•), or that he now became Lord as well as Christ. 

The whole evidence points, therefore, to the conclusion that beginning 

with the use of "the Christ" as the name of the expected but as yet un­

identified coming king (a usage in existence among the Jews before the 
appearance of Jesus) it was in his lifetime first questioned whether Jesus 

was the Christ, then affirmed by his disciples that he was; then with the 

birth of the conviction that Jesus was risen from the dead, reaffirmed with 
new confidence, and that out of this conviction, perhaps in part before 

Paul's day, but probably in larger part under his influence, there arose a 

variety of titles for Jesus, embodying this faith. These usages once devel­
oped were carried back to a very limited extent into the gospel record and 

to a greater extent into the narrative of the early apostolic age, yet not so 

as wholly to obscure the underlying and more primitive usage. 

But it still remains to inquire precisely what it meant in the first century 

to apply to Jesus or to any one else the term" Christ," not in its literal sense, 
"anointed," or as a mere proper name, but as a significant title. What 

did the early Christians mean when they affirmed that Jesus was the 

Christ? In particular how did this assertion differ from what they meant 
when they spoke of him as "Lord," or "Son of God"? 

There is singularly little direct evidence to answer this question. The 

very familiarity of the term apparently made even indirect definition un­
necessary. Yet such evidence as there is is sufficient to make it clear that 

as a descriptive title the word meant "deliverer," "saviour," with the 
added implication of divine appointment. Both elements of this meaning 

arise, of course, not from the etymology of the word, but from its employ­

ment to designate the looked-for King of Israel, concerning whom men's 
chief thought was that he, sent by God, would deliver Israel. The element 

of divine appointment is specially suggested in Acts 2 31 : "Him hath God 

made both Lord and Christ." But the word "Christ" complementary 

to the term "Lord" probably describes Jesus as Saviour. In the absence 

of any direct definition of the word in Paul's writings there is no more sig­

nificant clue to the thought for which the term stands in his mind than 

the class of words with which he employs the expression b :x;pca-;6,;, which, 
as pointed out above, is not a proper· name but a significant title. It is 

important, therefore, to observe that he all but uniformly employs 't'oO 

,cp1<1't'oO in preference to Xpta't'oO and even to other designations of Jesus 

after terms of soteriological significance. Thus he uses 'to euani1cov 't'OO 

:x;ptcr;oO eight times (1 Thes. 3' Gal. 17 1 Cor. 9" 2 Cor. 2 12 911 10" Rom. 1511 

Phil. 1") and only in 2 Thes. 1• employs any other designation of Jesus after 
euayyi).cov. After a't'aup6,; he uses 't'OO :x;ptcr;oO in I Cor. 1 17 Gal. 6" (?) 

Phil. 318, and only once any other name or title of Jesus (Gal 6"; but see 
also Col. 1 20). See also al 811,j,et,; 't'OO :x;ptcr;oO in Col. 1"; and 't'Cl: 1tcr&f)ll.<X't'a , 

't'oO :x;ptcr;oO in :2 Cor. 1•. After aIµa or awµa, referring to his death 't'OU 
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,cpta-rou is used in I Cor. tote bis Eph. 2 13 Rom. 7•; but also 'tou 11.uplou 

in I Cor. 1127• After cxycx7t1J we find 'tOu ,cpta-rou in Rom. 815 2 Cor. s" 
Eph. 3", and no instance of Xpta'tou or other genitive referring to Jesus 
(yet cf. Gal. 2 20). Not all the instances of 'tOii ,cpt<nou are clearly of this 
type; but the Pauline usage, as a whole, strongly suggests that by o XPt<n6c; 

Paul meant "the Christ" in the sense of "the Deliverer," "the_ Saviour." 

Note, also, the rarity of aw1:iJp as a title of Jesus in his vocabulary. Phil. 3•• 

is the only instance in the certainly genuine letters, though it is frequent in 

the pastoral epistles. 
From what the Christ was expected to deliver men-on this the thought 

of men undoubtedly varied greatly. When in Lk. 31• it is said," All men were 

in expectation and mused in their hearts whether John was th~ Christ," 
the meaning is doubtless that men were wondering whether John would be 

the national political deliverer for whom the nation was looking. In the 

trial scene in the synoptic gospels, the meaning of the term is probably 

similar. 
Such passages as I Thes. 1 10 Gal. 31• Rom. 5• show that in its negative 

aspect the salvation which the Christ brought to men was a deliverance 

from the condemnation of sin and the divine wrath against sinners. Yet 
it clearly had also its positive side, including both future glory (Rom. s•· 11) 

and in the present life divine approval and the achievement of character. 

See, e. g., Rom. 1"• 17 3''"'' 51
•

11 chap. 8 Gal. 51
'·" Phil. 3•-u. 

It is the manifest intention of the fourth gospel to attach its doctrine of 
Jesus as the Christ to the Jewish idea of the Messiah (note its interpretation 
of the word "Christ" as the equivalent of the Hebrew "Messiah," 1 41), 

and to claim for Jesus the fulfilment of that idea to the full. Yet it is 

scarcely less evident that the idea of the Clirist which the fourth evangelist 
desired his readers to accept and hold had little in common with the Jewish 

idea of a political deliverer of the nation, except the bare idea of deliverance. 

See 2011, "that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing ye may have life in his name." See also 4" where "the 
Saviour of the world" represents "the Christ" of v.20• The author has 
attached his conception to its historical Jewish basis; he has retained the 

old term, but has so purged it of its political, and" even of its apocalyptic, 
significance, and given it a purely religious meaning, that "the Christ" is in 
his thought chiefly a deliverer from death and from that which is the cause 

of death. "I am come that they may have life" represents the dominant 

point of view of the book, and "life" is a fundamentally ethical conception. 

IV. KiPIO~. 

A. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

In classical Greek writers the substantive 11.upto,; designates a person 

who has control over another person or thing, or persons or things, either 



400 GALATIANS 

by right of divinity, as in the case of the gods, or by right of ownership, as 
in the case of a master and his slave; or of position, as of a husband to his 

household, or of office, as in the case of a guardian or trustee. 

B. SEPTUAGINT USAGE. 

In the Lxx this same word xupto<; occurs hundreds of times, being em­

ployed as a translation of some twenty different Hebrew words a.nd phrases. 

The two that are most important for our purpose are 11,~, lord, and 

m:i•, Yahweh, the great majority of the occurrences of xupto<; being 

translations of one or the other of these. 11,~ means "owner," "mas­

ter,"'' lord," and is applied in various senses: to a man as the owner of prop­

erty or as the master of a slave; to the husband as lord of the wife; to a 

prince as lord of the land; and even to God himself Gosh. 3"). Applied 
to God, however, it usually takes the form •ri~. The general tendency 

of the Lxx is to omit the article before xupto,; when it translates :i,:i,. 

C. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

In N. T. three elements enter into the meaning of the word: (i) owner­

ship, (ii) right of service, (iii) right of obedience. Its correlative term is 
1louAo<;, "slave," or llt&:xoYo<;, or o!xi!'l"I),, "servant," most commonly the 

first. See Mt. 10"• " 18" 24"·" 25" Lk. 12''"'' 1411
·•• Jn. 1311 15". The 

slave belongs to his master, owes him service and obedience. These three 
ideas are not, indeed, always equally prominent in the usage either of 

:Kupto, or oou)-o,, and in individual instances some one of them may alto­

gether fall aw<!-Y· See, e. g., 2 Cor. 4•, where 1lou)-o,; carries with it the idea 
of service only, being used by hyperbole for o!xa'l"'I)<; or lltcl:xoyo,;. These 

conceptions are, however, the usual elements of the relation referred to by 

these words. xupto,; then means: 
1. The master of a slave in the ordinary human relation, or the owner of 

other property: Mt. 10"• " 15" 18"· 27• " 20• 21•• Mk. 13" Gal. 41 Eph. 6•. 
In parables the meaning of the term is in itself the same as above; although 

the relation symbolised_is, of course, one of an ethical and religious char­

acter: Mt. 24"• "· "· "· 00 2518
, "• ••· "· "· •• bis"· 21

• 

2. One who has rightful control of an institution, to whom it belongs, 

being, as it were, his property: Mt. 12• Mk. 2 28, xupto, 'l"oii aa:~~cx'l"ou. 

3. Like the English "Mister" (Master) and the modern Greek xupto,;, it is 

used as a term of polite address, expressing greater or less reverence, and 

implying greater or less authority according to circumstances; sometimes 

equivalent to "Rabbi" or "Master": 
(a) addressed to a father by his son: Mt. 21". 

(b) addressed to a Roman g~vernor by his subjects: Mt. 27ea. 

(c) addressed to Jesus by his disciples, and by the people: Mt. 1711 1811 

Mk. 721• 
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4. In the plural it is a generic term for deities, or for rulers, human and 
divine: Mt. 6" 1 Cor. 8•. 

5. As a name for or title of God it represents the 0. T. m:,• or •~-,I:\ and 

varies in the precise thought which it conveys from a religious term 

distinctly expressive of the sovereignty of God to a proper name not sharply 

distinguished from the word lle6c;: Mt. 1'°, "· ,. 2 11• "· u 31 4'· 10 511 II" 

21 1• •• 2217• ... 23" 2710 28• Mk. 1• S" (?) 11• 1211• "· "· .. 13•• Lk. I,, ,, 11• "· 

11, n, Si, H, II, "· u. Iii, II, II, 11 29&, b, 16, u, 21&, b, 24, at 3' 4'· 12, 11, lt 5n 1ott, n 13H 

19• 2017• •• Jn. 1" 1211• .... b Acts 1" 2••· "· ......... 3" 4"· "s•· .. 711• ..... 8"· 

"1011 u 11 127
• 

11
• 

17
• "1517

, 
11 Rom. 4 1• 9"• "1011• ." II'• "1211 1411 1511 

I Cor. 
111 (?) 211 3•• 10•• .. (?) ,. 1610 (?) 2 Cor. 617, 11 Sn 1017 (?) 121 l Thes. 4' 51 

(?) 2 Tim. 2 1 .. , b. Of these passages the following are most significant as 

indicating the meaning which the term bore in the N. T. period as applied 

to God: Mt. 47, •• II" 2217 Mk. 12"• •• Lk. 1011, 17• It is worthy of note that 
in the Pauline epistles the word is used of God chiefly in quotations from 

the O. T., the words 8e6c; and 'ltCZ'n)P being the apostle's favourite titles for 

God, and ll.Up1oc; being more commonly a title of Jesus. See especially I Cor. 

8•· '· 
The N. T. follows the general usage of the Greek 0. T. in that the word 

xuptoc; applied to God is usually without the article in Greek (as in English 
the word "God" is anarthrous). But both in the Greek 0. T. and in 

N. T. the article is sometimes prefixed. So clearly in Gen. 12• 1817 39" 

Ex. 12" 1311 14" 151 1611 31" Lev. 1• 21 41 5", etc. Mt. 511 Lk. 1•• •· 11 2"• tah 

Acts 2" 4" 711 1517 Rom. 1511• In the letters of Paul there is a number 
of passages in which it is difficult to say whether the reference is to God 

or Christ. . 
6. As applied to Jesus (in addition to the instances falling under 3), it 

is sometimes used in a theocratic sense, ascribing to him supreme authority 

over men and the world of heavenly existences, subject only to that of God 

the Father: Rom. 10• 1 Cor. 7" 12• Phil. 211, etc. 
On the question what was the precise content of the term so used, and 

in particular whether it was identical in meaning with the term ,,.6p1oc; as 

applied to God the following facts have a bearing: 
(a) :i,:i,. which, as stated above, is represented in the Lxx and in 

N. T. by xop1oc;, is never used with possessive suffixes, The expressions, 

"my Yahweh," "our Yahweh," never occur in 0. T. But xuptoc; applied 

to Jesus is often accompanied by -iJµ.wv. This suggests that xop10c; as used 

of Jesus corresponds rather to 't1!! than to m:i•. See (c) below. 

(b) The expression c,:,,~\'.\ m:,, is often applied in 0. T. to God, as the 

Greek equivalent xup10c; o 6e6c; is in the Lxx and N. T.; but the latter is 

never used of Jesus. 
(c) In N. T. Ps. no is so quoted (Mt. 22u Mk. 1211 Lk. 20" Acts 2") as 

to apply the term m:,, to God, 'l,~ to Jesus. 

(d) In the Lxx :i,:,, is usually translated by xup10c; without the article. 
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In N. T. this usage is generally followed, but, as indicated in s above, 
not invariably. For Jesus the regular term is Ii l!.uptoi;, subject to the 
usual rules for the omission of the article.* 

(e) The title l!.Upto,; was in the apostolic age beginning to be applied to 
the Roman emperors. In Acts 25t1 Festus speaks of Nero as b l!.uptoc;. 
The term probably expressed supreme political authority. But, whatever 
its significance, it originated too late (Augustus and Tiberius refused it) to 
have marked influence on the early stages of the development of the term 
as a title of Jesus. See Dal. W J. pp. 324 ff. 

(f) The title l!.Upto,; as applied to Jesus, probably did not originate in 
Greek or in Hebrew. Even Paul took it over from the Aramaic, as appears 
in his use of the expression Maran atha. But Mar or Maran is a general 
term for lord, master, ruler; not a specifically religious term at all. See 
Case,•"Kuptoi; as a Title for Christ," in JBL. 1907, pp. 151-161, espe­
cially p. 156. CJ. MacNeill, The Christology of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 

pp. 70.ff. 

These facts indicate that l!.Uptoi;, as applied to Jesus in N. T., is not, even 
in its highest sense, a term of nature or of identification with Yahweh, but 
of relationship (to men and the world). 

What the precise relationship expressed by the term is, is indicated by 
the following facts: 

(i) The distinctive Christian confession is that Jesus is l!.Upto,;: Rom. IO' 

1 Cor. 12• Phil. 2 11 ; cJ. 2 Cor. 4•. 
(ii) l!.Uptoi; and o!l!.k1Ji; or oouloi; are used as correlative terms: 1 Cor. 

711·" 2 Cor. 4• Rom. 14•; cJ. Lk. 6•• Col. 3". CJ. also the apostle's designa­
tion of himself as a slave of Christ: Rom. 1 1• 

(iii) Despite the general practice stated in 5 and 6 (d) above, the lordship 
which is attributed to Christ, especially by Paul, is not sharply discrimi­
nated from that which is ascribed to God. The language which is used of 
God is to such an extent used also of Jesus that there are several passages 
in which it is impossible to determine with certainty whether the reference 

is to God or Jesus, and several in which the only choice is between assum­
ing an application to God of the title usually employed of Jesus, or an 
ascription to Jesus of offices or titles generally ascribed to God. See, e. g., 

Rom. 14•·•, where in v. • the word l!.Uptoi; is without the article, suggesting 
the reference to God, but in v.• has the article, suggesting reference to Christ, 
which is confirmed by v.•; 2 Cor. 311·", where l!.uptoc; is without the article 
and refers to God in the O. T. quotation of v. 11, in v."• has the article, in 

•Asa title or name simply it has the article, as a rule. See, e. g., Lk. r<>' 171, • Rom. r• 51, 11 

Gal. I" 6u. When the article is omitted the noun is (a) qualitative: Acts •" Rom. ro• 
I Cor. 711b, " bis roU; (b) vocative: Acts r•; (cl used in a fixed adverbial phrase, especially 

•• ,cvpi'I': I Cor. 7n, • 91, 1 Gal. S", etc., though particularly in reference to this phrase is 
it difficult to determine with certainty whether the term refers to Christ or to God; or (d) 
joined by ,cai to a phrase, especially 9,o• ,rar~p, which either itself has the article or is 
definite without it, See detached note on II"T~p as app/k,J lo God, p. 386. 
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nb, 11 is without it;* 2 Thes. 2 11, where :x.upto; is used with the article, and 

Phil. 4•, where instead we have Oe6~; also 1 Cor. 1015-22• With Rom. 1012-11 

cf. 1 Cor. 1•; also with 1 Thes. 5• cf. 2 Thes. 2•; and with 1 Cor. 2" cf. Rom. 

11". 

(iv) The lordship which Jesus exercises since his resurrection is conceived 

of as delegated rather than original, having been bestowed by God after 
the death of Jesus on the cross. Yet on the other hand, Jesus possessed a 

lordship before the worlds were created, and was himself the agent of crea­

tion. The exaltation, therefore, to the present lordship is in part a restora­
tion of a power temporarily laid aside. And while the present lordship 

is again, when it has accomplished its purpose, to give place to a supreme 
and unrivalled sovereignty of God the Father, yet during the period of its 

exercise, which is to extend beyond the coming of the Lord in the clouds, 
it is without limit in its authority over men, and extends even to "things 

in heaven" and "things under the earth." See I Cor. 8•· • Phil. 2•• 10 cf. 

1 Cor. 15"-28 Col. 1 1o-1•. 
While, therefore, the sentence, "Jesus is Lord," which the apostle Paul 

several times quotes as the distinctively Christian confession (Rom. 10• 

1 Cor. 121 Phil. 2 11), was doubtless of variable content, according to the 

period in which it was used and the person uttering it, and while it does not 
in any case mean, "Jesus is God," being an assertion of function and 

authority rather than of nature, yet at its highest it ascribes to Jesus a 
lordship which is strictly theocratic in character. To accept him as Lord 

in this highest sense of the expression is to bow the will to him as God. 

This highest theocratic use of the term as applied to Jesus is most fully 
developed in the Pauline letters. The impression thus given that Christian 

thought is chiefly indebted to him for the development of the idea is con­

firmed by an examination of the gospels and Acts, the total evidence indicat­
ing that the term as applied to Jesus gradually acquired greater depth and 

significance, rising from a title of ordinary respect to a theocratic sense, 

but reaching the latter well within the lifetime of Paul. 

In the gospel of Mk., the evangelist, though showing that he himself 
fully believed in the messianic or theocratic lordship of Jesus, and repre­

senting Jesus as having in somewhat veiled language claimed this for him­
self, yet does not represent Jesus' disciples as ever calling him Lord, or any 

of the people as doing so in any sense other than Sir or Master. The gos­
pels of Mt. and Lk. modify this representation of the situation in Jesus' 

lifetime, yet on the whole in such a way as to make it clear that they are 

therein influenced chiefly by the usage of the later time in which they are 

writing. Particularly significant are the eschatological passages, Mt. 711 

• WH. suggest that Kvpiov in v.• is a primitive error for Kvp,ov, "dominant," a reading 

which would relieve the difficulty of interpretation and would obviously tempt to change 
to the more familiar 1<vpiov, but which one hesitates to adopt because of the rarity of the 
word npoor u 11.11 adjective, it beiDg found nowhere else in N. T. 
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and 2511 , ", in which Jesus, in his office of judge, at the last day, is addressed 

as Lord. In Acts the expression o itupto~ is frequently used in narrative 

passages as a name of Jesus, sometimes of the historic person, much more 

frequently of the risen and heavenly Jesus. Most significant is Acts 2", 
which ascribes to Peter at the beginning of the apostolic age the· words, 

"Him hath God made both Lord and Christ," the implication being that 

this is achieved by his resurrection and exaltation. The association with 

the word "Christ" indicates that the word "Lord" is used in an exalted 

sense, probably exceeding the meaning of the word as addressed to Jesus 

in any passage in the third gospel. This, in a measure, confirms the evi­

dence, derived from a comparison of the synoptic gospels, that the recog­

nition of Jesus as Lord in the lofty sense of this passage arose first in the 

apostolic age and indicates that it was at first associated with him only as 

risen and exalted. 

The usage of the fourth gospel is in essential features identical with 

tha.t of Lk. and Acts, differing only in the greater frequency of the use of 

the word as a term of address to Jesus and in a clearer ascription of the term 

in a theocratic sense to the risen Jesus. 

The total evidence tends, therefore, to indicate that the conception of 

Jesus as master or rabbi had its origin in Jesus' own lifetime and in his 

own teaching, but that the application of the term to Jesus in its higher 

senses is of later origin. The theocratic sense, so clearly and fully devel­

oped in Paul, is ascribed to the earlier apostolic age in Jn. 2028 Acts 2", 

and to Jesus in Mt. 722 25"• "· But the evidence as a whole points to the 
conclusion that (with the possible exception of Acts 2") all these passages, 

as well as Lk. 1" and 2 11, were modified by the usage of the Pauline period 

and that the higher, theocratic sense had its origin in the apostolic age, 

perhaps with Peter, more probably with Paul. CJ, Bohlig, "Zum Begriff 

Kyrios bei Paulus," in ZntW. 1913, pp. 23-37. ' 

v. TIO!! 9E0r, TIO!! Tor 9EOr. 

A. CONCEPTION "SON 01' GOD," IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

In O. T. the term, "son of God," c•ll':>ti l.',l, with which maybe included 

also the plural, "sons of God," 0,;:1,t:\ •i1, c•;:IS~::i •,11, and "my son," 'l.1\ 
(when the possessive refers to God), is used in three different ways: 

1. It is applied in the plural to angels, probably marking them as super­

human and like God in their mode of being: Job 1•: "Now there was a day 

when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord." See 

also Job 21 38' Ps. 891 Gen. 6•. Of similar force is Dan. 311 ("). 

2. It is applied in the singular to the nation of Israel, marking it as 

chosen of God and brought into especially close relation with him, analogous 

to that of a son to his father: Ex. 4"• ": "Thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, 

Thus saith Yahweh, Israel is my son, my first-born, and I have said unto 
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thee, Let my son go." See also Deut. 141 32•• 11 Jer. 31 1, 11 ( 11) Hos. u•: 
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt." It is used also in the plural of the children of Israel: Hos. 110: 

"Where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, it shall be said unto 
them, Ye are the sons of the living God." 

3. It is applied to the king of Israel, marking him as not only chosen of 
God and brought into specially close relation to him, but also as exercising 

authority as the representative of God: 2 Sam. 7": "I will be his father, 

and he shall be ~y son." See also Ps. 2' 89•..,, 1 Chr. 17"• " 22 1•. 

The Hebrew phrase in all these latter cases is not definite or individualis­

ing, nor, on the other hand, indefinite, but qualitative. 

B. USAGE IN JEWISH-GREEK. 

The usage of ulb~ Oeou in the Lxx corresponds substantially to that of 

o•;:I~~ 'l~ in the Heh. 0. T. It is noticeable, however, that the singular 

is never used with the article, but always as a qualitative expression with­
out the article, and that the plural is definite only in Gen. 6•. 

The term uloc; Oeou occurs not infrequently in the 0. T. Apocrypha and 
the Pseudepigrapha of the pre-Christian period, designating one who is 

the object of divine love and care. It occurs most frequently in Wisd. Sol. 
See 2 11 : "If the righteous man is God's son (uloc; Oeou) he will uphold him." 

The plural is used in 5•: "How was he numbered among sons of God, and 

how is his lot among saints?" So also in 97 1211, u 1610·" 18•. In 1811 the 
singular is used, as in Hos. II', of the people as a whole. The singular is 
also found in Sir. 410, but with special reference to an individual: "So shalt 

thou be as a son of the Most High, and he shall love thee more than thy 

mother doth." See also Jth. 9'· 11 (plur.); 3 Mac. 621 (plur.); Ps. Sol. 17••: 

"For he shall know them that they are all sons of their· God," ulol 8eou 

da1v a~wv 'lt"iiYotec;. CJ. detached note on Il=lip as applied lo God, p. 385. 

The messianic use of the term in Jewish literature first appears in the 
latter part of the first Christian century, in 4 Ezr.,* in 7••· 11 (though the 

phr~ is of doubtful genuineness in 7", and Gunkel questions it in 29 

also; cf. Gunkel in Ka.AP., and Bous. Rel. d. J ud.•, p. 261 f.); 1311, 17• 11 14•. 

This book being definitely dated by internal evidence for the year 81 A. D., 

these passages are of capital importance. It is significant that (as Bousset 

remarks) the Jewish passages in which the term" Son of God" is used of the 

Messiah are those in which he is represented as in conflict with the people 
and kings of the earth. This conception obviously suggests Ps. 2 as the 

source of the idea, but as obviously suggests that there is little connection 

between the Jewish and N. T. use of the term; since the latter has entirely 

different associations and suggestions. 

"The words "and my Son" in I Enoch ros•are in all probability an interpolation, if, indeed, 
the whole passage is not. CJ. Charles, in Ch.AP. ad lo,.; Dal.W J. p. 269, Beer, in Ka. 
AP ., seems to accept the verse as genuine. 
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Apparently, therefore, we must seek not in Jewish but in Christian circles 

themselves the origin of the Christian usage of the title as applied to Jesus, 

or in so far as it has a basis in older usage must find this either (a) in the 

0. T. passages in which the king of Israel is called God's son, or (b) in those 

broader, more general, uses of the term in the 0. T., which are themselves 

the basis of the application of the term to the king of Israel. It will appear 

from the examination of N. T. usage itself, on the one side, that these basal 

0. T. usages are familiar elements of Christian thought, and, on the other, 

that the application of the term to Christian& in general is closely associated 

with its application in emphatic measure to Jesus. 

One link of connection between Jewish and Christian usage must, how­

ever, be mentioned. The term "Christ" was in common use among the 

Jews as a title of the expected king and deliverer before the Christian era, 

and was early taken over by the Christians as a title of him whom they 

accounted to be this expected deliverer, viz., Jesus. Whether the usage 

was so associated with Ps. 2 that it involved a tacit reference to that psalm 

or not, it would certainly suggest it to many. And since in that psalm 

the one who is called the "Anointed" is also called "my son," that is, 

God's son, there was furnished in this way a possible basis for the appli­

cation of the term "Son of God" to the Messiah by either Jews or Chris­

tians. It is doubtful, however, whether the Christian usage of the term 

was actually arrived at in this way. For, though the term "Son of God" 

was applied to the Messiah by Jews of the latter part of the first Christian 

century, there is no evidence that this usage was common either in the days 

of Jesus or in the lifetime of Paul that is sufficient to justify our assuming 

it as the basis for the interpretation of the Christian usage.* 

C. USAGE OF THE NON-JEWISH WORLD. 

The characterisation of a king as a son of God or of a particular god, was 

a wide-spread usage of the ancient world, but was not of uniform meaning. 

Dal.WJ. pp. 272 f., says: "When Asshurbanipal in his Annals ... calls 

himself 'an offspring of Asshur and Bilit,' this means no more than a being 

destined from birth to the royal power. The kings of Egypt, on the con­

trary, were reckoned to be real 'descendants of the god Ra.' . • • The 

• See Dal.WJ. pp. 268jf.: "One may assume that as time passed the Christian exposition 
of Ps. 2 became a deterrent to its common use by the synagogue. But even for the earlier 
period it must be recognised as certain that Ps. 2 was not of decisive importance in the Jew­
ish conception of the Messiah and that "Son of God" was not a common Messianic title. A 
hindrance to the use of N:il:,ic ,:i or c•;i~ic:, p would have presented itself in the custom of 

not uttering the name o"tGod; and tbh
0

;ft;rwards shows itself when Mark 1401 gives the 
words of the Jewish high priest as o vlo< Tov ni>.oy1JToii, a form ill adapted to become a 
current Messianic title. When God calls the Messiah his Son, this is merely meant as a 
sign of the exceptional love with which he above others is regarded," p. 272. 

CJ. also Bous. Rei. d. Jud.•, p. 262. "Dass der Titel 'Sohn' im Judentum an und f1lr 
sich noch keinerlei metaphysische Bedeutung hat, bedarf keines weiteren Beweises." 

Wendt, Teaching of Jesus, vol. II, p. 131, says that "this title was , •• neither a direct 
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royal style of old Egypt was continued by the Ptolemies. . . . Roman em­
perors also boasted frequently of divine progenitors. Sextus Pompeius called 
himself the son of Neptune; Domitian the son of Minerva; Caligula a.nd 
Hadrian deemed themselves to be earthly manifestations of Zeus." 

The Roman worship of rulers began with Julius Cresa.r. Enthusiasm 
over his achievements led to the erection of statues which listed him among 
the deities. This was at first pure flattery ta.ken seriously by no one. But 
with his assassination extravagant adulation crystallised into religious con­
viction. In the. minds of the common people he became a god. In defer­
ence to this belief the senate conferred upon him the title Divus (deified) 
a.nd ordered a. temple erected for his worship. His successor, Augustus, 
disclaimed divine honours during his lifetime, but was deified inµnediately 
after his death. From that time on till the fall of the empire in the fifth 
century nearly every emperor was deified. Later, however, the honour 
lost much of its religious character and became largely a. formality. Other 
members of the imperial family also were deified. The deification of a 
deceased emperor was accomplished by a formal vote of the senate, and 
was celebrated by appropriate ceremonies. See H. F. Burton, "The Wor­
ship of the Roman Emperors," in Biblical World, August, 1912, from which 
the above statements are condensed. CJ. also Case, Evolution of Early 

Christianity, chap. VII. The title "son of God," as applied to the Roman 
emperor of the first Christian century, was not, however, a characterisation 
of the emperor himself as divine, or of divine origin, but referred to the 
fact that his predecessor had been deified at death. See the inscription 

quoted by De.ES. p. 131, o oci[J.o<; u,re" -tci<; au1:olt"6:1:o"oc; Kalaa"o<; 0eou 

uloii ~e~a:a1:ou ac.>'t"1)"1cz<; 0eot<; lAcza1:11"tov, and that transcribed by Hogarth 
in Journal of Hellenic Studies, 1887, p. '358, in which the emperor ap­
parently speaks of his imperial father as o 6eo<; ,rcz't"1J" [J.Ou. CJ. also 
De.ES. pp. 166 ff. It is improbable, therefore, that this usage had any 
important influence on the Christian usage by which the term ulo~ Oeou 

or o ulo.; -tou 6eou was applied to Jesus, still less, of course, on the use of 
the plural, ulol Oeou, as applied to believers in Christ. There is, indeed, 
a possible, not to say probable, parallelism in the apostle's mind between 

designation of the Messianic dignity, nor did it bring into prominence that characteristic 
of the Messiah on w bich the Jews in the time of Jesus laid the chief stress. • , , In relation 
to this most essential characteristic of the Messiah [viz., that be was king of Israel] the tra• 
ditional attribute, 'the Son of God,' deaotes only an incidental notion of very indefinite 
content." Yet be holds that the term would be recognised as designating the Messiah. 

Thus,. p. 130, "In the fact that the 0. T. passages 2 Sam. 7" Ps. 2 7 89171., in which the theo• 
cratic king of Israel was designated the Son of God, were interpreted of the future Mes· 

sianic king, lay the reason for this title of Son of God being considered as specially belong­

ing to the Messiah." Even so much as this may be doubted. There is no clear evidence 
that a claim to be son of God would necessarily be understood as an affirmation of mes­
siahsbip among the Jews of the first half of the first Christian century. One recognised 

as the Messiah would undoubtedly be conceived to be a son of God. But the converse 

would not follow. 
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the language in Rom. 1•, -roli ~pta8sY't"oi; utoli 8eoli • • • i~ ,hcra-rcl:awi; 

vei,.pii>v, and an announcement such as might have been made in Rome 
that the emperor lately deceased had by decree of the senate been deified, 
raised to the rank of 6a6c;. But the parallelism fails precisely in the fact 
that Paul uses u!oc; 6aou instead of 6!6c;; from which it must be inferred 
(since he can not possibly mean that by his resurrection from the dead his 
father has been made a god) that his term uloc; 6aou had its origin in and 
derived its meaning from a usage quite other than that of the application 
of this term to Augustus, or in similar sense to other emperors. CJ. H. F. 
Burton, op. cit., p. 91. 

D. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

1. Pauline usage.-Investigation of the use of the term by N. T. writers 
and teachers necessarily begins with that of Paul's epistles, since it is only 
in the light of their evidence that it is possible to judge how much of the 
usage of the gospels is of pre-Pauline origin. The clue to the meaning of 
the expression in Gal. 1 18 is probably to be found in 2 Cor. 4•·•. Both pas­
sages seem to refer to the experience by which Paul abandoned Pharisaic 
Judaism to become a follower of Jesus the Christ; both refer to a process or 
act of divine revelation by which Paul gained a new conception of Jesus; 
it is reasonable, therefore, to take 2 Cor. 4•·•, in which Jesus is described as 
the image of God, and it is said that God shined in the apostle's heart to 
give the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, as indicating 
the principal emphasis of the expression, "his Son," in Gal. 1 11, and so to 
understand the term as referring especially ·totbe resemblance of the Son to 
the Father. 

In Rom. 8•11• the post-resurrection Christ is identified with the Spirit of 
Christ and the Spirit of God, and in the same context is called God's own 
Son. It is hazardous to press the fact of this connection, both because there 
is a considerable interval between the two expressions, and because the 

expression "his own Son" is used in speaking of the sending of Christ into 
the world, while the other expressions are used of the post-incarnate Christ. 
It is probably safer, therefore, to interpret this passage by comparison with 
Rom. 8", "He that spared not his own Son but delivered him up-for us all," 
where the Son (incarnate) is evidently thought of as the special object of 
divine love, and with Rom. 51•, which, in the light of Rom. s•, evidently em­
phasises the same aspect of the sonship. 

In Gal. 4• which apparently conceives of Christ as the Son of God before 
the incarnation, a different phase of sonship is made prominent. The pur­
pose of his sending the Son is said to be that we might receive the spirit 
of adoption. And it is added that "because ye are sons, God sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Two things 
are important here-first, that the apostle passes without jar from the 

idea of the pre-incarnate Son. to that of the post-inca.rnate Son; and, 
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second, that the aspect of the sonship which is emphasised is that of the 
filial spirit-the recognition of the divine fatherhood, in other words, inti­

macy of moral fellowship, which, belonging to Christ, becomes ours through 
the impartation of his Spirit to us. This connects the passage again with 

Rom. S•fl-, where the Spirit of Christ is identified with Christ and the 

Spirit of God. But it also recalls Rom. 8"· ", which make it clear that 
Paul used the term "son of God" to designate one.who is in moral fellow­

ship with God, governed by his Spirit, doing his will, like him in character, 

and that he applied the term in this sense both to Christ as the Son of God 
and to men as ·sons of God. These two uses, therefore, were related, but 

in two ways. In Gal. 4• God sends the Spirit of his Son into the hearts of 
men who are, and because they are, sons; in Rom. 8" it is implied that men 

become sons by the possession of the Spirit of God, which elsewhere Paul 
identifies with the Spirit of his Son. For the evidence that the expression, 

"born of a woman," in Gal. 4• can not be interpreted as referring to the 

virgin birth or as implying that, by virtue of divine procreation he is Son 
of God in a genealogical sense, see corn. cul, loc. 

In I Cor. 15" it is noticeable that the expression "Son of God" is used of 

the post-incarnate Son, that it is made equivalent by the context to Christ 
(v."), and that the whole context emphasises the idea of the exercise of 

power on behalf of God; yet it is, perhaps, also not without significance 
that it is only when he comes to speak of the surrender of power that the 
term "Son" is used. The term is therefore clearly employed in its theocratic 

sense-denoting one who, though subordinate to God, exercises for God 

power over all things. 

In Col. 1"·17, the expression "of his love" at once makes it clear that the 

expression is used in its affectional sense, With this, however, is closely 

associated in v." the idea of moral likeness and in v.17 that of vice-regal 
power. It is perhaps too much to say that the two latter ideas, as well as 

the first, are contained in the expression "his Son," but it is noteworthy 

that they follow in easy sequence upon it as if suggested by it. 
Rom. 1'"' may be paraphrased as follows: "As a corporeally conditioned 

being, born Son of David (Messiah in the Jewish sense of the term or as 
predicted in the O. T.); as a holy and spiritually existent being, constituted 
Son of God with power (nearly equivalent to heavenly Messiah and Lord) 

by the resurrection from the dead." Thus the sonship with power, as con­

trasted with the sonship of his earthly life (cf. Phil. 2 7), is based on moral 
likeness to God (note the word holiness) but consists essentially in the pos­

session and exercise of theocratic power, that is, lordship over men and 

the world as God's representative. Note the immediately following words, 

"Jesus Christ our Lord," and cf. 1 Cor. u• 1212 Phil. 2•-11• Thus the two 

members of the parallelism express respectively the messiahship on its 

earthly and its heavenly side; in its pre-resurrection and its post-resurrection 

aspect. 
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We may then summarise the uses of the term by Paul as follows: 

(a) The ethico-religious sense. In this sense Paul uses the term both of 
Christ and of men, though clearly assigning it to Jesus in unique measure, 

and in some cases basing the sonship of men on their possession of the 

Spirit of the Son. 
(i) The affectional sense, denoting one who is the object of divine love: 

Gal. 3" 4•• •· 7 Rom. 510 8•· 19 (cf. •1)• "Col. 1 1
•-. 

(ii) The moral sense, denoting one who is morally like God, being led by 
his Spirit, doing his will; as applied to Christ, consequently a revelation of 
God: Gal. 1 10 1 Cor. 1• Rom. guff.,"·. 

(iii) With these two ideas Paul associates the idea of freedom, such as 
belongs to a son as distinguished from a slave: Gal. 47 Rom. gu-17_ 

(b) The official and theocratic sense, denoting one who exercises divine 

power for God; applied to Christ only: 1 Thes. 1 10 1 Cor. 1528 2 Cor. 1 10 

Rom. 1•• •· •·. 

Not all of these assignments are equally certain, and there is doubtless 
some blending of the different conceptions. But there are enough unam­

biguous cases under each head to justify the classification. 
The official sense being applied to Christ only, it is natural that the two 

expressions " Christ" and "Son of God" approximate and to a certain 

extent blend in meaning. Through the union of the idea of the theo­

cratic Son with that of the pre-existence of the Christ and with that of 
his resurrection and post-mundane power, there issues for Paul the thought 

of (i) the Son as the one Lord through whom the worlds came into being 
(1 Cor. 8•); (ii) the Son who, having laid aside his divine power on earth, 

lived under the law and died on the cross for men (Rom. 832); (iii) the 

Son, who, exalted to the right hand of God (Rom. 8"; cf. Phil. 2 11) is again 
Lord of all till he surrender all things to the Father (1 Cor. 15"-28). Yet 

it is important to observe that, in Paul at least, each term retained its own 

fundamental meaning, Xpta-r6, as an official term and the bearer of the 
inherited messianic idea as modified in Christian thought, ulo, (-rou] 6eou 

as a fundamentally ethical and religious term, connoting a certain moral 

and religious relation to God. 
2. Usage of the synoptic gospels and Acts.-The instances of the term 

"son of God " that occur in the synoptic gospels and Acts may be best con­
sidered in the following groups: 

(a) Those in which the expression "sons of God,'_' u!ol 6eou, designates 

those who are like God in moral character: Mt. 5'· "Lk. 685 ; cf. Rom. su. 
(b) One passa.ge in which it designates those who are like God in that 

their mode of existence is supramundane: Lk. 20"; cf. Job 1•. 
(c) Those which record the personal religious experiences of Jesus, and 

use the term in the singular referring to him. Thus in the baptism, Mk. 1 11 

Lk. 322 : "Thou art my beloved Son" (Ii ul6, µou o &:yo:'ltl)-r6,), but in 

Mt. 317 : "This is my beloved Son"; in the transfiguration, Mk. 97 Mt. 17•: 
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"This is my beloved Son" (o ul6,; µou o «'tOElt'/l't6,;), but in Lk. 9": "This 
is my son, the chosen" (o ul6,; µou o s'l!.AU,1J1'(J,£Yo,;); in the temptation, 

Mt. 4'• • Lk. 4'· •: "If thou art Son of God" (.! ulo,; et 1:ou 8eou). The 
context, esp. in the narrative of the baptism, but scarcely less clearly in the 
other accounts, emphasises the afiectional sense of the term, the conception 

of the Son as object of the love and confidence of God. The use of the 

article, lacking in the narrative of the temptation, but present in all the other 
passages cited, designates Jesus as the one who was in an exceptional or 

unique degree the object of the divine approving love. This uniqueness 

doubtless suggests unique responsibility, and so conveys an intimation of 
the official or theocratic sense. But neither this fact nor the probability that 

in the apostolic age, when the theocratic sense was the common posses­
sion of Christian thought, it was understood chiefly in that sense, can con­

ceal the fundamentally ethical sense of the term in these passages. 
(d) The passages in which the demoniacs address Jesus as the Son of 

God, o ulo,; 1:ou 8eoii, uU: 1:ou 8eou, 1:ou 'i,Jil~ou: Mk. 311 Lk. 4" Mt. 8" 

Mk. 51 Lk. 8". There can be no doubt that in the passages as they stand, 
the expression is to be taken in a theocratic sense, probably nearly equiv­

alent to "the Christ" in the Jewish sense. But several considerations com­
bine to raise a doubt whether the original tradition which underlay the 

gospel record represented the demoniacs as calling Jesus the Son of God 
in this sense if, indeed, in any sense. Lexicographical evidence makes it 
doubtful, to say the least, whether "the Son of God" was in the life of 

Jesus in current use in an official sense. The gospel record makes it im­
probable that Jesus was in the beginning of his ministry recognised as the 

Christ; and the comparison of the statements of the several gospels shows 
such a tendency on the part of the evangelists to add such statements to the 

testimony of their sources as makes it probable that they are all, in fact, the 

product of the process of gospel-making. The cries of the demoniacs which 

tradition recorded, the evangelists, influenced by the thought of their own 
day, interpreted as affirmations of his divine sonship in a sense closely 

akin to messiahship. 
(e) The records of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. Here, also, the 

term which the evangelists report to have been used in the question of the 

high priest to Jesus (Mk. 1401 Mt. 26" Lk. 22"• 70
) was doubtless understood 

by the gospel writers in a theocratic sense and nearly though not quite 

equivalent to "the Christ," which in Mt. and Mk. it follows immediately, 

and in Lk. in a separate question. But it is probable that, as in the pre­

ceding group and still more clearly in Mt. 1610 (see below), the words are 

an epexegetic addition of the evangelists. In Mt. 27••· " the term empha­

sises the ethical, afiectional sense, yet is probably official also. It is, how­

ever, clearly an editorial expansion of the source. The words are not found 

in either Mk. or Lk., and though the parallelism of Mt. 27 40 with Lk. 23" 

suggests that Mk. originally had a similar expression, it does not imply 
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that that expression contained the term "Son of God." The omission of 
the article before ul6c; gives the phrase qualitative force. In Mk. 1511 

and the parallel Mt. 27", the expression, looked upon as an utterance of a 
Roman officer, would naturally be taken in its non-Jewish sense, "a son 

of a god," implying, perhaps, kingly authority, since such a title was usu­
ally employed of kings, but directly expressive of divine origin. In the 

thought of the evangelist it may have borne the ethical or the official 

meaning. 
(f) In Mt. 1611, "theSonoftheliving God" (o ull;c; 't'ou Oeou ,,:ou l;wY'toc;) 

is an unmistakable epexegetic addition to the Mk. source, which has 
only o xpta,,:6c;. The phrase is evidently theocratic. To Mt. 1411 there 

is no parallel in either Mk. or Lk.: the verse is doubtless, like Mt. 2740• ", 

an editorial addition. The article is lacking, the omission giving to the 

expression a qualitative force. There is nothing to indicate clearly whether 
it is ethical or official. In Mk. 1 1, ulou Oeou standing in the title of the 

gospel or of its opening section is manifestly editorial, whether proceeding 

from the original evangelist or an early scribe. In either case it is un­

doubtedly theocratic (cf. Rom. 1• Jn. 2031). The absence of the article is 

due to the titular character of the whole expression, "The beginning of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ, Son of God." 

(g) In Mk. 13" and in its parallel in Mt. 2431, and in Mt. II" and its 

parallel Lk. 10", Jesus uses the expression "the Son," o u!6c;, in antithesis 
to "the Father," o ,c<XTfip. The latter term clearly refers to God, and the 

former, without doubt, to Jesus himself. In itself the term bears its ethical 
sense, designating the one who is in closest fellowship and intimacy with 

God. Yet in Mt. rr", Lk. 10" especially, the uniqueness of the sonship 
is so strongly emphasised as inevitably to suggest an official and theocratic 

sense, though clearly in the spiritual realm. The passage testifies to the 

early date at which this conception of Jesus' divine sonship was accepted 
by the church, but by its limitation of fellowship with God to those whom 

the Son admits to this privilege, in contradistinction to the synoptic teach­

ing in Mk. 3" Mt. 51, and, indeed, the immediate context, Mt. II" Lk. 10", 

it raises the question whether it is not the product of the same type of 

Christian thought of which the fourth gospel gives so abundant evidence, 

rather than a reflection of the earliest thought of the church or of Jesus' 

own thought. 

(h) In the infancy narrative of Lk. the expression "Son of God," or its 

equivalent, occurs three times. The phrase in r" is uloc; 'l'<J,!a,,:ou, in 1" 

u!oc; Oeou, and in 3" [uloc;) ,,:oO 8.ou. In the last-named passage the use 
and meaning of the term are quite exceptional. At the end of the genea­

logical line which traces the ancestry of Jesus backward, Seth is said to 

be son of Adam, and Adam son of God. The basis and content of the 

sonship is the fact that, as each preceding member of the line owed his 

existence to his immediate ancestor, so Adam owed his existence not to 
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any man but directly to God."' It is improbable that the author meant 
to push the parallel so far as to ascribe to God a physical or biological 
paternity, such as that which Greek and Roman mythology sometimes 
ascribed to its gods, and quite certain that the term "son of God" as applied 
to Adam conveyed no implication respecting his nature. The first man 
is not other than man. In Lk. 1" ulo,; 'i<j,!a-tou, used qualitatively, seems 
obviously to have the theocratie sense, but as the immediate context shows, 
with a distinctly Jewish colouring, akin to that which in Rom. 1•• • is ex­
pressed not by ulo,; 6~ou hut by b. CMCepµ.orto,; Aocue!3, and suggesting an 

influence of 2 Sam. 714• The term is evidently nearly equal to XptO"t6,;. 

CJ. Lk. 2 11, "· In 1" the meaning of the term is extremely difficult to deter­
mine with accuracy. Between the passage as it stands, inc,luding v.", 
and 3", there is a certain parallelism in that, as ther.e Adam had no earthly 
father and owed his existence to the immediate activity of God, so here 
Jesus is represented as begotten without a human father and as owing his 
conception to the special exercise of divine power. But it can not perhaps 
be inferred that the content of the term is in both cases the same; it is 
possible that in 1" the writer thinks of this exceptional manner of Jesus' 
conception as differentiating him in nature from other men. If so, and if 
he thought that such differentiation of nature necessarily resulted from the 
exceptional relation of God to his conception, he has, of course, reasoned 
differently here from 3••. If Adam, with no human parents, can be the 
product of divine creative power, yet as fully human as any other man, it 
can not be inferred as a matter of necessity that Jesus, with one human 
parent, becomes other or more than human, because the human paternity 
is replaced by divine creative power. Nor should it be overlooked that in 
no other passage of N. T. is divine sonship represented either as a biologi­
cal fact or as physically conditioned. Of the impartation of the divine 
nature through a physical or biological process, or otherwise than in a 
purely spiritual and religious sense, or of its association with physical 
birth, there is no trace. From this point of view, therefore, the presump­
tion is against the interpretation which would impute to the author the 
thought that by virtue of the exceptional condition of his conception Jesus 
was of divine or semi-divine nature.t Yet the context makes it improbable 

• CJ. the statement of Philo, Opif. Mt1nd, 14o' (49): ~ µiv yo.p ~/.<<T<P"- yiv•a-<t •l civ-

9,,,_,,.w, Tov (sc. 'A8ciµ) 3i ll•ot ,611p.,ovpy110-ov. 

t This is the case, aside from any question as to the integrity or originality of the passage 
as it stands. But in fact, v." is so out of harmony with the preceding context as to make 
it prob~ble that it is an addition of a later hand than that of the author of the rest of the 
narrative. The preceding context, with its announcement to a maiden betrothed to a descen­
dant of the house of David that she will bear a son who will be the promised Messiah, so 
obviously implies that this will take place in wedlock as to leave no ground or occasion for 
the question, "How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?" But with the omission of this 
verse, of the tjj </.<VlJ0'1'•vp.,v11 uwrp of 21, and of the parenthetical ~ evop.,,.,.o of 3•, all of 
which are probably from the same hand, there disappears from the gospel all intimation of 
a conception without huma.n paternity or of a divine sonship conditioned on or related to a 
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that the term here means no more than in 338, and the immediate asso­
ciation of the word aytoc;, "holy," with the term uH,c; 6eou, "son of God," 
and the parallel use of the expression 'ltllauµ.a: aytov suggests that the term 
"Son of God" is here used in the ethical sense. Begotten of a mother 
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, the child is holy: generated by the power 
of God the Highest, he is son of God. This is also favoured by the anar­
throus use of almost all the terms in the sentence, suggesting a qualitative 
and ethical . emphasis on them all. In that case, while the usage of the 

term is the familiar one which is found also in Mt. s•· ", and in Rom. 8", 
the passage is exceptional in that Jesus' divine sonship, ethically defined, 
is implied to result from, or to be associated causally with, the exceptional 
fact respecting his conception, viz., the replacement of human paternity 
by divine power. And if this be correct, then it appears that whereas the 
sonship with power is in Rom. 1• carried back to the resurrection (its origi­
nal possession, however, in I Cor. 8• to the beginning of creation), and 
whereas in Mk. 1 11, the ethical sonship with theocratic implications is asso­
ciated with the baptism of Jesus, the present passage associates its origin 
with the conception of Jesus in his mother's womb under the overshadowing 
of the Holy Spirit. 

(i) In Acts the term occurs in 92• only. It is used here with reference 
to the exalted Jesus, doubtless in the theocratic sense. 

3. Usage of the Johannine writings.-The term occurs more frequently 
in the fourth gospel than in the synoptic gospels, but the usage is less di­
verse. The title "the Son of God," as applied to Jesus, is, as in Paul and 
the synoptists, fundamentally ethical, marking him as in intimate fellow­

ship with God, and the object of his love (1 18 s"· ••). This is also the 
meaning of the term µ.ovoyevfic;, which refers not so much (if at all) to the 
generation of Jesus (cf. 1 1

• ") as to the uniqueness of his relation to God, 
describing him as possessing the love which a father has for his only son; 

cf. 3"• ", and for the meaning of the term 1"• 18• But it should be observed 
that the expression µ.ovoyev'!)c; -ita:pdi: -ita:1:p6c; in 114 is not a predicate or title of 

Jesus, but a qualitative expression used by way of comparison, "glory as 
of an only begotten (son, sent forth) from a father (to represent him)"; and 
that in 1 18 we should probably read µovoyeYT)c; 6e6c;, and interpret µ.ovoyevfi~ 

as standing for µ.ovoyeYT)c; u!6c;, with 6e6c; in definitive apposition. But on the 
basis of its ethical sense the term is also theocratic, characterising Jesus as 

the representative and revelation of God (1"• 18 3"• 15 s"· "· " 10"). In 
1" and in I" there is probably an approximation to the idea of the Christ, 

birth physically exceptional. The later writer, indeed, desiring, like his predecessor, to exalt 
Jesus, by the addition of v.14 excluded human paternity and threw a different atmosphere 

around v."; but this does not destroy the original sense of the v., or even necessarily imply 
that the author of this v. gave to the divine sonship a physical or biological sense. His ex­

clusion of human paternity does not necessarily carry with it the idea of a divine-l!ature 
propagable by generation. 
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and that in the Jewish or early Christian sense, as in II" and 2001 there is 

a manifest association, but not identification, of the term with the historically 

inherited idea of the Messiah. Here, as in Mt. 1611, the confession of Jesus 

as the Christ is naturally supplemented by the term "Son of God," not as a 

mere repetition, but as a term of additional and richer significance. In the 

gospel generally the term is thoroughly spiritualised, the Son being thought 

of as the revelation of the character and will of the Father (1 18 1011, etc.), 

and the functions which are ascribed to him being in no way political or 

military (as they are in Ps. Sol. 17; cf. Acts x•), but purely spiritual (3"• 
11 6" 811). Even the judgment which is ascribed to the Son (5") is not 

primarily thought of as future or external, but as present and self-executing 

(311); his great work is the impartation of eternal life as an i~ediate pos­

session (311 521 , "· "), and the conception of a future resurrection of right­

eous and wicked (5") is a secondary element unassimilated with the preva­

lent view of the book. 

In the prologue the Christ, in his pre-existent state, is called the Word, 

b )..6yoc;. But in 1 11 the Word is identified with the only begotten (Son) 

and 311 1011 are most naturally interpreted as applying the term "Son" to 

him in his pre-existent state. There is at least no intimation that the 

Word becomes the Son by the incarnation. In 1418 and 2011, on the other 

hand," the Son" is a title of the risen Christ. Most co=only, however, it 

refers to Jesus in his earthly life (x"• " 3" 51,_,• 619 831 1011 n•• u 171). In 
197 the Jews are said to have affirmed that he ought to die "because he made 

himself Son of God" (ulb~ Oeou), the only instance of the qualitative 

use of the term in this gospel, as in 518, they sought to kill him because 

he "called God his own Father, making himself equal with God." These 

passages probably imply that in the view· of the writer the Jews understood 

the term as he himself did, and, on the other hand, that for him it expressed 

the possession on Jesus' part of full though delegated divine authority 

( 1'" 5n•27 xo•• 14 •). This carries back into the earthly life of Jesus, and 

expresses more emphatically and explicitly what Paul affirmed of him as 

the risen and exalted Son. 

In the fourth gospel the term "son of God" or "sons of God," ulb,; 8eoii 

or ulol Oeoii, as a title of believers, is displaced (111 n") by d:K.va: 8eoii, which 

Paul also uses as a synonym of ulol 8eoii (Rom. 814, "· 17). The exclusion of 

ulol 8eoii from Jn. is generally, and probably correctly, ascribed to the 

writer's desire to distinguish more sharply between Jesus and his followers 

than would seem to be done by using ulol 8soii of them. 

In no book of N. T. does the term "Son of God" occur as frequently in 

proportion to its length as in I Jn. In 3 • 5•• 1
••• "• 

11• ••• we have b ulb,; 
-roii Oeou; in 41• 5•• tob, 11 Ii ulb,; a:~-rou; in 1• 321 5ub Ii ulb,; a:O't'oii 'l'l)qoii,; 

Xp1q't'6,;; in 1 7 'l1Jqou~ o ulb,; a:u-rou; in 4• o ulb,; a:o-roii o µ.ovoyevl)~; in 
2"• ~.bis" 4" 5" bis b ulbc;, in every case except those in 5" in antithe­

sis with o 'lCQi'nJ?• In 2 Jn. • occurs the expression 'J'llqou,; Xptq't'o<; Ii ulb,; 
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-rou 'ltirrp6~, and in v.• b u!6c; in antithesis with b 'lt<XT~p. The term is never 
anarthrous in either epistle. It is clear from the use of the term in its 
various forms that there are those who deny that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and the term is, perhaps in part by reason of the controversy over it, 
thoroughly familiar and needs no definition. In themselves, these letters 
do not clearly indicate precisely what phase of its meaning is chiefly in 
mind, but read in the light of the clearer passages of the fourth gospel, they 
leave no doubt that it bears here the same general meaning as there, and 
that by the title, "the Son of God," Jesus is described as being the unique 
revelation and representative of God. The constant designation of God 
as the Father, alongside of the term" Son" applied to Jesus, emphasises the 
intimacy of relation between them and the representative character of the 

Son. A comparison of 1 Jn. 2 2! 4" with 51 illustrates the familiar approxi­
mation of the term to "the Christ," but even the latter term has evidently 
largely left behind its Jewish messianic associations, and the functions of 
the Son of God are spiritual and universal. See 1•• ' 3• 410 (cf. 2•) "· 

As in the fourth gospel, the children of God are called in the epistle 

'rEXY<X 8eo0, not u!ol 8eou (I Jn. 31• •• 10 5•). 
In Rev. the" Son of God," b u!oc; -rou 8eou, is found in 2u only. It mani­

festly refers to the exalted Jesus, but what phase of its meaning is empha­
sised, the context does not show. In 21' it is said of him that overcometh 
that he shall be to God a son, u!6c;, the expression clearly designating the 
victor as the object of God's approving love. 

4. Usage of the other N. T. books.-The phrase "Son of God" does not 
occur in the pastoral epistles, nor in any of the general epistles except 1 

and 2 Jn. 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews great emphasis is laid upon the pre-exist­

ence of Jesus, and upon his post-resurrection exaltation and authority. 
In the former period powers above those of the angels are ascribed to him, 
even the word God, 8e6c;, being used of him. In the latter all things are 
put in subjection to him. In both these periods he is spoken of as Son of 
God, and this term is, moreover, expressive of his exaltation. Yet in the 
period of his sufferings, also, he was Son. In all the instances in which 
the term is used of Jesus, it is apparently to be taken in an official or theo­
cratic sense and for the writer evidently far surpasses in content the term 
"Christ." What is conveyed respecting nature is by implication of the con­

text only. See 1 1, •· 1 31 414 5'· • 6• 7• 10". But the term is also used of 
believers (12•·•), with emphasis upon the fact that as a father God chastens 
those whom he receives as sons. 

5. Summary.-From the whole history of the usage of the term in N. T., 
it appears that the basis of that usage is in the use of the term in a purely 
ethical and religious sense, in wliich it is applied in 0. T. to the nation of 
Israel and in Wisd. Sol. and Ps. Sol. to the pious individual, designating 
him as the object of divine love and approval. 
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In their portrayal of Jesus' religious experiences the oldest evangelic 
sources use the term with the article, marking its application to him in 
unique degree to express his consciousness of exceptionally intimate fellow­
ship with God and divine approval, with probable suggestion of the conse­

quent duty and responsibility resting upon him. These documents furnish 
the best basis we possess for determining Jesus' own use of the term and 

conception of himself which he expressed by it. It is impossible to trace 

with accuracy and certainty the connection between the representauon of 
Jesus' consciousness which underlies the usage of the synoptic gospels and 

the Pauline usage. But it is clear that the latter also, whether under the 
influence of the type of Christian thought that is reflected in the synoptists 

or independently, like the synoptists, takes its starting-point from the 
general religious use of the term and, alongside of the use of the term in 

the plural to designate pious men, applies it in a unique degree, and with 
consequent heightening but without essential change of meaning, to Jesus. 

On the other hand, through association of the term with "the Christ" and 

with the doctrine of the pre-existence of Jesus as the Word of God and the 
Lord, through whom God exercised creative power, it came to be in the 

Pauline letters the bearer of the most exalted conception of Jesus held by 
the early church, surpassed only in that respect by the term 8e6\; itself. 

Yet it is to be observed that in no passage of N. T. does it take on a clearly 

physical or biological sense, implying that Jesus was, by reason of exceptional 
facts respecting his paternity, of divine nature; nor is it, apart from any 
such facts, ever in the strict sense a term of nature. True to this extent 

to its 0. T. ancestry, it is always a term descriptive of the religious and 

ethical relationship between God and Christ, and of the function of Jesus 
in the field of relationship between God 'and man. 

Into the difficult question in how many of the passages named above in 

I II (p. 394) 8e6G; is used of Jesus and what sense the term bears when ap­
plied to him or to the ).6yoG;, who became flesh (Jn. 1 1, 14), it is not neces­

sary to enter here, since the word is not so used in Galatians. On the 
question whether Paul so uses the term, the reader should consult S. and H. 

on Rom. 9• and the literature there referred to. On the other passages see 

esp. Westcott on Heh. 1 1 and 1 Jn. 5••. 
The discussion of a~p also lies outside the scope of this work, since it is 

not found in Galatians. 

IV. 'EKKAHEIA. 

A cursory examination of the N. T. instances of the words i:x.itA1)ala and 

auvayw"('ll is sufficient to show (i) that auvarwr'll is commonly used of the 

Jewish place of worship, or of the congregation meeting there, and i!:x.:x.).1)a!a, 

on the other hand, all but invariably of the Christian assembly or com-
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munity, and (ii) that bxAl)alcx most commonly designates a local assembly 
of Christians, less frequently the whole body of Christians in the world. 
The reason for the distinction between the two terms, and the order of 
development of the two usages of bxAl)a!cx are more difficult to ascertain. 

I. 'ExxAl)alcx denotes in classical Greek, according to its etymology, 
"a summoned assembly," and by usage "an assembly of citizens sum­
moned for legislative business." At Athens the term was applied to the 
assembly of all citizens, as distinguished from the local assemblies which 
were called xup1cx1; see L. and S. s. v. 

II. In 0. T. the assembly of Israel is sometimes called :,~, some­

times S~~- The latter corresponds approximately in etymological 

meaning and usage to the Greek bxAl)a!cx; the former, cognate with the 
verb i)/.:, "to appoint," signifies primarily an assembly met by appoint­

ment. In usage the two words are nearly synonymous, as an examina­
tion of the respective articles in BDB. will show. Both have their most 
frequent use in reference to the people of Israel, either as gathered in 
assembly, or as constituting a co=unity. But while the company of the 
Israel of the Exodus is usually called 1"11J/. (Nu. 2717 31" Josh. 22"• 17 ; 

BDB. speak of it as a term. tech. in this sense in P), sometimes also 
S~~ (Exod. 16• Lev. 4" 1611 Nu. 16•, etc.), M1J/. practically disappears 

from Chr. Ezr. and Neh. (occurring but once, 2 Chr. s•), and the commu­

nity oflsrael is called S~~ (2 Chr. 31 18 Ezr. 2" Neh. 7", etc.). 

III. In the Pentateuch, where both words occur frequently, the Lxx trans­
late both by auvcx-rw-rii down to and including Deut. 5". From this point 
on, with few exceptions, euAl)alcx regularly stands for S~% auvcx-rw-riJ 

for 1"11J/.· This holds also of 2 Chr. 5•, where the Stt"\o/~ 1"11J/., but repre­
sented as assembled together, is translated auvcxywy~ 'lapcxiJ).. 

IV. In the Apocrypha both words occur in both senses, but while 
exxAl)a!QI is used only of Israel and more frequently than auvcxrwriJ of the 
co=unity as such, auvcx-rwriJ is used also of other companies, even of 
"sinners," and occurs also in the sense of a collection of material things, 
as of money, or of water. bxAl)alcx never occurs in the plural. auvcx1w1cxl 

(plur.) occurs once, Sir. 24", but the Syriac, which has the sing., indicates 
that the Hebrew read S~~. having reference to the Jewish community, 

the house of Jacob, and that the Lxx have substituted for this idea that 
of the "synagogues" of the dispersion. In Ps. Sol. neither word occurs of 

the Jewish community as a whole. auvcxrwriJ occurs three times (10 1 

1711, 41), in the plural of the congregations (or synagogues) of Israel; in the 
one instance of the singular (17•0) it also refers to Israel, but is probably 
used in a literal sense, "a gathering together." The one instance of ilxxAl)alcx 

(107) stands in parallelism with auvcx1w1 cx! and apparently expresses quali­
tatively what the other term expresses concretely. 

V. These examples, though few in number, indicate what N. T. itself 
makes far more clear, that by the end of the pre-Christian period the local 
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Jewish congregations-"synagogues," by this time widely developed both 
in the dispersion and in Palestine (see Bous. Rel. d. Jua.•, pp. 197 /.)­
were universally known as auvoc-ywycc! and the term l11.Y.A"t)a!cc, formerly used 
by preference for the Jewish assembly or community, had fallen into dis­
use. There is perhaps no more probable explanation of this shift of us­
age than that the common use of e11.Y.A1)a!cc in the Greek-speaking world to · 
designate a civil assembly (cf. Acts 19") led the Jews as they spread 
through that world and established their local congregations to prefer what 
had previously been the less used term, auvccywy+,. 

On the other hand, when, in the same regions in which these Jewish 
auvccywycc! existed, the Christians established their own assemblies they, 
finding it more necessary to distinguish these from the Jewish congrega­
tions than from the civil assemblies, with which they were much less likely 
to be confused, chose the term e11.11.A"t)a!cc, which the Jews had discarded. 

If this be the correct explanation of the distinction between auvccywyi) 

and h11.A1)a(cc in N. T., it suggests, also, that the use of the term in refer­
ence to the Christian church arose first on Gentile soil, and with reference 
to the local congregations, but that the development of the _ecumenical 
meaning was the easier because of the usage of ~:;i~ with reference to 

Israel as the covenant people of God, and the representation of this. term 
in the Lxx by h11.A"t)a!cc. This is in a measure confirmed by the use of 
the term in Paul's letters. In all those that precede Col. it is used in a 
large preponderance of instances in the local sense (1 Thes. 11 2" 2 Thes. 

11
, • Gal. 11," 1 Cor. 1• 417 6• 717 11

10 14"• 34 161
, 19 2 Cor. 1 1 81• 18• 19• "· " 

u•• " 12 13 Rom. 161
, •· •· u." Phil. 4" Phm. •). In 1 Cor. n 11 1419• "·" 

iv e11.11.A1)a!q: is' a qualitative phrase meaning "in assembly," "publicly." 

For another instance of qualitative usage see 1 Cor. 14•. In 1 Cor. 14•• "·" 
it is local but perhaps used generically. The latter is probably the case 

in 12". In Gal. 113 1 Cor. 10" 15• Phil. 3•, however, we find ii !'ltY.A"tJa!cc 

used not of a local church but of the whole body of Christians. In Gal. 111 

1'Cor. 1082 15• there are added the words,:oii 0soii, and in Gal. 111 1 Cor. 15i 
Phil. 3• the reference is to the Christian community which Paul persecuted 
before his conversion. That he does not mean the local church in Jerusa­
lem, but the body of Christian believers as such, is indicated by the fact 
that the persecution extended beyond Jerusalem, by the addition of ,:oii 
0soii, by the absence of any local designation (cf. 1 Cor. x• n 10 2 Cor. 1• 
1 Thes. 214) and especially by the use of precisely the same phrase 
ii h11.A"t)c:r!cc ,:oii 0soii in 1 Cor. 10", where a reference to the church at 
Jerusalem is impossible, and to any local church improbable. The facts 
as a whole show that when he wrote Gal. and 1 Cor., Paul had not only 
learned to think of each local Christian body as ii t7.Y.A1)alcc ,:oii 0soii in 
that particular place, but had also already formed the notion of the entire 

• body of believers in Christ as constituting the ~:;i~ of God, ii e11.11.A"t)c:ricc 

,:oii 6eoii, and that though he used the expression but rarely, it was that 
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which came most naturally to his lips when he was speaking of his persecu­
tion of the Christians. In Phm. • aititAY)a!cz is used in the local sense. 

In Col. there are two instances of the local sense (4"· "), but also two per­

fectly clear instances of the recumenical sense (1 18• "). In Eph. the c:ecumen­

ical sense only is found (1 22 31
•• 

11 5"· "· 26• "· "· 32). In Tit. (3•• 11 51
•) itis 

apparently used in the local sense, but in 310 qualitatively and in S" generi­

cally taken. In Acts it is prevailingly local (5 11 81, • II"• " 121, • 131 14"• ., 

15•, •· "· " 16• 18" 2017), but there is a trace of the larger sense in 911
, and 

perhaps in 2021• In 19"• "it is used in the Greek sense of an assembly, a 

company of people, and in 19" of a civil assembly in particular. In 711, 

like ;i;l:'., but also occasionally 'C'i?, in the Pentateuch, it is used of the 

congregation of Israel iq the wilderness. Heh. 2 11 is a quotation from 

the Lxx of Ps. 22" ("), and the term is apparently qualitative. In 12", 

though translated by EV. "the ... church," it signifies simply" an assem­

bly." In Jas. 3 Jn. and Rev. it is used in the local sense exclusively. In 
Mt. 1611 it is used in the recumenical sense, in 1817 in the local sense, generi­

cally taken. 
Both uses of eititAY)alcz are thus in evidence from an early period, but the 

local sense, for which there was a basis in the Jewish use of this term in 

translation of 'vi?, and especially in the current Greek usage, is un­

doubtedly primary. On the other hand, the fact that Paul's earlier letters 

preceding Rom. are all addressed to a church or group of churches, while 
from Rom. on the word axitAY)a!cz does not appear in the salutation, does 

not warrant the inference that in framing the idea of the c:ecumenical he 
had abandoned that of the local church, for though the Christian com­
munity in Rome is nowhere in the epistle spoken of as constituting a church, 

this may very well be due to the fact that it was not organised as a single 

community, and in Phil. Phm. and Col. the apostle still uses exitAY)a!cz of the 

local body. 
Nor can there be imported into the word, on the basis of its etymology, 

the thought that the church is "called out" from the world and separated 

from it. For however congenial to N. T. thought it is to think of the church 

in this way (2 Cor. 61M 1), the substitution of an etymological sense for that 

of current usage is foreign to Paul's habit of mind. 

V. "ETEPO:E AND •AAAO:E. 

In his Historical Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians, p. 262, 

Ramsay maintains that "when the two words are pointedly i:ontrasted 

with one another, hepo~ means 'a second,' 'another of the same kind' . , • 
while cD,).o~ implies difference of kind." In defence of this doctrine Ram. 

cites Hom. Il. XIIl 64; XXI 22; Thuc. 2. 4021·; Plato, Protag. 329D-330D, 

and Aristot. Polit. 2. s• (1263 a•). The Homeric passages are indecisive, 
Ram. really begging the question when he assumes that because opveov 

t£>,.).o probably refers to a bird of a different s~es, and !x8ue, t£>,.).o, to 
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fishes of a different species, it is this difference of species rather than indi­
vidual non-identity within the class of birds and fishes that is indicated 
by the word <f).).oc;. Similarly indecisive are the passages from Thucydides 
and Aristotle. The passages from Plato illustrate the otherwise well-known 
fact that &).).oc; may be used to express not simply non-identity but quali­
tative difference; but also prove that ffepoc; and <fA).oc; standing in close 
connection may be synonymous. · See also Eur. Or. 345.ff.: ~!va: rixp r~, 
1tapoc; o!l<.OV &).).ov !~epov ·I ~ ~OV ,ho 0eor6V<,)V ra~v, I ~OV cb:o Ta:v~aAou, 

aa(3a:a8a:! µ.e XP'lli "For what other house, other than that which sprang 
from divine nuptials, the house that descended from Tantalus, ought I 
more to reverence?" CJ. also Aristot. Metaph. 4. 31 (1014 a191·): µ.1)d~' 

de; &A'.A.a:c; lj)(l)Vixc; adpa:c; ~ii> et!iet a:u-rwv, "no longer (divisible) into other 
vocables of a different kind (lit. different in their kind)." CJ. I.' 33, where 
the same idea is expressed by {J,1)l<.e~t e!c; &A).a: et!iet !!10:cpepo-Ka:. 

Of the important evidence of the Lxx and N. T. Ram. takes no account. 
The former (including that of both canonical and apocryphal books) shows 
that broadly speaking the two words are synonymous. Both words are 
used much more frequently in the enumerative sense, meaning "an addi­
tional one," than in the differentiative sense, meaning "(another) of a 
different kind." But both are used in both senses, and in six instances of 
pairs of passages, otherwise practically identical, ff&poc; is used in one mem­
ber of the pair, and c!A'.A.oc; in its parallel. CJ. Gen. 810 and 41•; Exod. 81• 

and 20•; 1 Sam. 10• and Ezek. u 11; Deut. 24• and 1 Sam. 10•; Lev. 611 and 
1 Sam. 28•, Gen. 1911 and Judg. n 14• On the other hand, in so far as there 
is a distinction between the two words &A'.A.oc; is enumerative and lnpoc; 

differentiative. It is of little significance that the preponderance of enu­
merati~e over differentiative cases is slightly greater in the case of 
c!A'.A.oc; (9 to 1) than in that of mpoc; (8 to 1). More decisive is the use of 
cf).).oc; in Job 37n and Dan. 47 [••], and the regular employment of 8eol 

mpo1 for "strange gods," whose worship is forbidden. The very pro­
hibition or reprobation of such worship excludes the thought that they 
were conceived of as other gods of the same class as Yahweh, and marks 
them as foreign, different. See Deut. 57 6" 819 n 11• 11 Josh. 2311 24• Judg. 
2 11, etc. 

The situation in N. T. is much the same. The near approach of the 
words to identity of meaning is illustrated in Mt. 1614 1 Cor. 1210 and in 
Mk. 4•·• Mt. 13•·•, compared with Lk. 8•·•. Gal. 119 shows the use of mpoc; 

in the additional or enumerative sense. But its characteristic meaning 
appears in Mt. 614 Lk. 1411 (cf. Jn. 1411) 23° Acts 23• Heb. 711, 11, and esp. 
in Mk. 1611 Lk. 911 2 Cor. u•. In some of these passages cf).).oc; might 
perhaps have been used, but no such instances actually occur in N. T. 
Most instructive is 1 Cor. 1511•11, in which both words occur in apparently 
siinilar senses. Yet this also illustrates the real difference between the two 
words. cf).).oc; is used in the subject when simply enumerating the various 
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kinds of flesh; mpo,; in predicate to affirm that they are different. This 

passage is specially significant for our present purpose, because it shows how 

Paul distinguished the terms. Taken with the other evidence, it leaves no 

room for doubt that for Paul 1-tepo,; suggested difference of kind more 

distinctly than did ifA)..o,; and that the latter, in contrast with n-apoc;, sig­

nified simply numerical non-identity. CJ. Rob. pp. 747 ff. 

VI. Er AI'rEAION. 

The word e6ixyye)..10Y is found in Greek writers from Homer down, bear­

ing in extant exx. from the classical period the sense "reward for good 

news." In the Lxx it is used in the plural in this sense (2 Sam. 410 18"), 

once at least (in the Swete text) in the sense "good news" (2 Sam. 1826), 

in which sense it appears also in later Greek writers. CJ. Frame on r Thes. r • 

and reff. given there. In N. T. it is used only in the singular, only in the 

sense "good news," and only with reference to the good news of salvation 

as announced by Jesus, or (and especially) as achieved through him. Its 

usage is so preponderatingly Pauline (in the Pauline letters sixty times, of 

which ten instances are in Eph. 2 Thes. and the pastor .. Js; in 1 Pet. and 

Rev. each once; in Mk. seven times; in Mt. four, in Acts two, in Lk. not at 

all) as to suggest that the Christian use of the term probably originated 

with Paul. 

I. It is most frequently used in a. doctrinal sense, signifying the great 

body of teaching concerning salvation which constituted the apostle's 

message (Rom. 1 11) and which because it came to him from God by revela­

tion of Jesus Christ to him (r Thes. 2• Gal. 1 11, 11) he ea.lied "the gospel of 

God" (1 Thes. 2•• •• • 2 Cor. II' Rom. 1511), or "the gospel of the Christ" 

(Ga.I. 1 7 2 Cor. 911 Phil. 1 17), sometimes also" m'/ (or our) gospel" (1 Thes. r• 

2 Cor. 4• Rom. 211 [16,.]; cJ. Ga.I. 111 2•}, but most frequently simply "the 

gospel" (Ga.I. 2•• " Rom. 1 11 1018, etc.). It has a similar doctrinal sense in 

Eph. 1 11 3• 6" Acts 15• 20 .. 1 Pet. 417 Rev. 14•. So also, but with special 

reference to the message of the kingdom as announced by Jesus, in Mk. 

1"• 11 Mt. 421 916 ; perhaps also Mk. 131• Mt. 24". 

II. Jn a few instances the term is used with specia.J reference to CJfE!Jii_ 
historic events which, having soteriologica.l significance, a.re tlJ~rnselves a 

pa.rt of the good news. So in 1 Cor; 151• This is more clearly the sense 

in 2 Tim. 2 1, and is perhaps the meaning in Mk. 14•. The clearest instance 

is in Mk. 1 1• But even here (unless the verse is a title added by a later 

hand; see Menzies, The Earliest Gospel, ad loc.; Swete, ad loc.) it does not 

denote the book, but the series of events and teachings that from the 

point of view of the writer constitute the good news. 

III. The term is also employed by metonymy in a practical sense. 

The message requires to be proclaimed and is accordingly not infrequently 

conceived of objectively as a. th_!!ig__req_l!.iring ~rvice, _ so that the word 

denotes the gospel-work, the whole task of making the message known and 
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securing its acceptance. In this sense Paul calls it "a gospel of God" 
(Rom. 1 1), or "the gospel of his Son," or "of the Christ" (1 Thes. 3• Rom. 1• 

1510 I Cor. 2 12 912 2 Cor. 10"), or "the gospel" (1 Cor. 9ub," 2 Cor. 811 

Phil. 2 21 4• Phm. 13). It is in this sense probably that the word is used in 
Mk. 836 10"; cf. I Cor. 9... , 

It should be observed, however, that these three uses can not be sharply 

distinguished. They differ only in the emphasis that is laid on different 
aspects of one conception rather than by sharp discrimination of meaning. 

VII. XAPil:. 

I. X&p1,;, a word of the same root as x,cc!pw and x,ccp&, is used in Greek 

writers from Homer down to the present day. It is very frequent in 
classical authors and has a wide range of usage, including "gracefulness," 

"attractiveness," the quality of giving pleasure (so in Homer, Hesiod, 
Thucydides, et al.), "graciousness," "kindness," "good-will towards an­

other" (so in Hesiod, Thucydides, £schylus, Sophocles), or "an act of kind­

ness" (so from Homer down); and the effect of kindness, viz., "thanks" 
(so, very often, from Homer down), or of grace, viz., "pleasure," "gratifica­

tion" (Pindar, Euripides, et al.). From this last-named usage there arose, 

also, the use of x,&p1Y with the force of a preposition, meaning "for the sake 

of," "because of." 
II. In the Lxx x,&p1,; is the usual translation of m (as U,.eoc; is of ,~\'.)). 

Like the Greek term in its classical usage, 11'.' signifies "gracefulness," 

''elegance" (Prov. 22 11 31••), but much more frequently "favour," ''ap­
proval," and, usually in the phrases which have no exact parallel in the 

classical usage of x,&pt,;, JCINll;), "to find favour," and Jr.111'.'~ "to cause to 

obtain favour." In itself the term has no religious significance, being 

used of the obtaining of the approval both of men (Gen. 30" 3911) and of 

God (Ex. 33121• 2 Sam. 15"). The meanings of x,&p1,; not expressed by 

the Hebrew mare rather rare in the Lxx and other Jewish-Greek writers. 

III. In N. T., while retaining nearly all the classical usages, it takes ori, 

under the influence of Christian thought, and especially in Paul, certain 

distinctly new shades of meaning. Its uses are: 
1. As in classical Greek and the Lxx: gracefulness, attractiveness: 

Lk. 4", -role; 'M,01,; 'tTJ<; x,&p11:o,;. 

2. As in classical Greek and the Lxx: kindly disposition, favourable 

attitude towards another, approval: Lk. 2": 1tpo~:11.o'lt'taY ••• x,01p11:1 1tccp~ 

6e<j> :11.ccl cl:Y6pw11:ot,;. In this sense the word occurs in phrases derived from 

the Hebrew through the Lxx: ebpelY x,&ptY, "to find favour," both in 

relation to the favour of God towards men and of men towards one another 

(Lk. 1" Acts 7"): llouYcct x,&pw, "to cause to obtain favour" (Acts 710; 

though in Jas. 41, apparently under the influence of Christian thought, a 
· different interpretation is put upon the same phrase as quoted from 

Prov. 3"); and !x,m x,&pw (Acts 2"), not in the sense which this phrase 
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usually has in classic writers, "to have gratitude," but as the equivalent 
of 'the Heh. 11:1 NfJ;, a meaning found, however, in Plut. Dem. 7•. Favour 

or kindness of a given type may be individualised, giving rise to the ex­
pression, iJ xcxpti; cxBni (2 Cor. 8•), meaning "this sort of kindness" (to 
your fellow-Christians), and 'll:liacx ;ccxpti; (2 Cor. 9•), meaning "every form 
of (divine) favour." 

3. As in classical Greek and Apocr. but not in the Lxx, and rare in 
N. T.: kindly feeling because of benefit received, thanks: Lk. 6"· 11·" 

I Tim. 1 11, 

4. As in classical Greek and Apocr. but not often in the Lxx: an expres­
sion of kindness, a benefit: 2 Cor. 1"; or bounty: 1 Cor. 161• 

5. In a sense found neither in classical Greek nor in the Lxx, but appar­
ently first occurring in N. T.* and especially frequent in Paul: "favour 
towards men contrary to their desert." This usage is illustrated in the 
employment of xa:1:di ;ccxpw and xa:1:di 6,pe0..1)µcx to express directly antithet­

ical conceptions (see Rom. 4•, 11); in accordance with it also lpycx v6"'ou 

(on man's part) and ;ccxpti; (on God's part) are mutually exclusive as pos­

sible grounds of acceptance with God (Rom. 321·" 614•" n•• • Gal. s•)· 
Grace in this sense is attributed only (a) to God in his relations to sinful 
men (Rom. 3"·" 511 1 Cor. 1510 Eph. 11, •), and (b) to Christ (Acts 1511 

Rom. 5" 1 Cor. 1621 and frequently in benedictions), inasmuch as the gra­
cious attitude of God towards men is also that of Christ (2 Cor. 8• cf. Rom. 
5• with Gal. 2 20), and it is in the work, especially the death, of Jesus that 
the divine grace is manifested (Rom. 314 5• Eph. 1•• 7). It is the basis of 
the whole work of salvation, characterising and underlying God's action in 
the gift of Christ for men (Rom. 5•; cf. 2), in the justification of believers 
(Rom. 314), in the blessings bestowed on believers (1 Cor. 1• Phil. 1 7), and 
consummating the whole work (Rom. 5•• 10). It is not possible to deter­
mine in every case in which the grace of God or of Christ is spoken of 
whether this special aspect of it as manifested to the sinful and undeserv­
ing is distinctly present to the mind or not. But the prominence of this 
thought in the thinking of the apostle Paul makes it almost certain that 
in his benedictions he thinks of grace as specifically divine favour to the 
sinner, manifested in Christ. 

VIII. EIPHNH. 

E!piJll'IJ is one of those N. T. words which show clearly the influence 
both of the classical sense of the term and of the Hebrew word of which 
it became the recognised representative. 

• In I Enoch (Giz.l 57 (•) the word is used apparently as a synonym of i>-••• (c/. s•). and 
with reference to those who have been sinful. But it is not clear that the fact of their sin 
and non-desert is in mind in the use of the word, and in any case, since the G,ui, is, according 
to Charles, not earlier than the eighth century, the passage throws no light on the pre. 

Christian or early Christian use of the Greek word. 
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I. In classical writers e!p-fiVI) means "a state of harmony," "freedom 
from, or cessation of, war or strife": Hom. II. II 797: oc!el 't'ot µ66ot q,!Aot 

&xpti:ol e!,m, wc; 1toi:' a1t' e!p-fivYJc;• 1t6">-eµoc; a• a:)..!czai:oc; l!pwpev: "Words 

without limit are always dear to thee, as in days of peace; but war without 

respite is upon us." Xen. Cyr. 3. 212, &;),.),.' e!p-fivYJv ~ou)..6µevoc; 1toti'jaoct 

'Apµ.evlotc; xczt Xcz)..aczlotc;. CJ. Hell. 7. 117; Plato, Rep. 465B: e!p-fiVYJY 

1rpoc; &;),.),.-fi)..ou,; ol &vape,; &~ouat: "Men will maintain peace with one 

another." 
II. The Hebrew oi~t, on the other hand, has as its fundamental 

idea "soundness," "prosperity," "well-being," and acquires the sense of 

harmony between persons or nations, freedom from strife and war, only 

as a secondary meaning, and apparently because such freedom (rom strife 
is conceived of as a necessary condition of well-being. Its range of mean­

ing in 0. T. is as follows: 

1. Well-being, welfare, prosperity. 

(a) In general, well-being, welfare: 1 Sam. 25•: "Peace be both unto 

thee, and peace be to thy house, and peace be unto all that thou hast." 

See also 1 Sam. 17 18,., Ps. 29 11 122•• '; so the Aramaic 07Tti in the saluta­

tion of a letter: Ezr. 417 5' Dan. 311 (41) 6 .. ("), and in the modem Hebrew 
salutation, shalom elekem, "Good morning." 

(b) Specifically, safety: 2 Sam. 3"·" Isa. 3817• 

(c) Specifically, prosperity, success: 2 Sam. n' Ps. 73•·. 
2. Harmony, freedom from or cessation of war or strife: Josh. 9": "And 

Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them, to let 
them live." See also Lev. 26• Deut. 2010, 11 Judg. 417·• In the positive 

sense of friendship: Ps. 41 1••. Of reconciliation between God and man in 

the turning away of the divine anger: Ps. 85• Isa. 53• 5711•. The subjective 
sense of "tranquillity," "quietness of mind," is perhaps less certainly 

vouched for, but is probably found in such passages as Gen. 15" Ex. 1821 

Ps. 4• 37" Isa. 32" Jer. 30•·. 
III. The N. T. usage of e!p-fiVll follows that of the 0. T. o,Sf' more 

closely than that of the classical e!p-fivYJ; it distinctly includes the meaning, 
"tranquillity of mind." Its range of meaning and use is as follows: 

1. Harmony, absence of strife. 

(a) Between nations or between man and man: Mt. 10": ILTJ 110µ£CJ'l)n 

lht ~),.6ov ~O:AEtY e!p-fiVYJV a1tt 't'T)V "{TjY• OUl!. ~)..6011 ~OCAEtY e!pTjY1)Y c,i),.),.cz IJ,&:xoctpocv. 

See also Lk. 1411 Acts 711 Heb. 12", etc. 

(b) Reconciliation between God and man: Eph. 217•• 

2. Prosperity, well-being, safety. 

(a) In general, with reference to external conditions or without exclusive 

reference to spiritual conditions, especially in salutations: 1 Cor. 1611: 

1rpodµ,jloc't'E !5s a:u't'oY av E!p-fivlJ. See also Mt. 1011 Lk. n 11 Acts 1611 J as. 211•• 

(b) Specifically, spiritual well-being, that state into which men are 

brought by the grace and mercy of God in delivering them from the evil 
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of sin, nearly equivalent to salvation in the broad sense: Rom. 8•: 'to cl 
~p6YT)µcx 'tou 1tYeuµa-to~ l;wYJ xal E!p-/iYT). See also Rom. 1620 Eph. 615-. 

3. Tranquillity of mind, which comes from the assurance of being recon­
ciled with God and under his loving care: Jn. 1427 : elp-/iv?JY ci~l?J!J,t bµtY, 

e!pl)YT)Y 't'r)Y aµY)Y olowµt uµlY. See also Jn. 16•• Rom. 51 1513 Phil. 47 

Col. 315-. 

The occurrences of the word in the apostolic salutations fall almost of 
necessity, by the fact that they are in salutations, under the second general 
sense, and by the association with the term "grace," as well as the evidently 
religious character of the whole course of thought, under the second sub­

division. 
IX. AIQN AND AIQNIO~. 

In discussing the New Testament usage of the word alwv it is necessary 
to distinguish among the influences affecting it (a) classical usage of a!wY, 

(b) 0. T. usage of c7iJ1, with the union of these two in theLxxand theJewish­

Greek writers, and (c) the idea of the two ages; this was of relatively late 

origin, but whether it was born on Greek or Semitic soil is not wholly 
clear. 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE OF AIQN. 

The Greek a!i/iv is connected by etymologists with a!d, ciEI, Skr. dyu, 

Lat. <CUum, Germ. ewig, Eng. aye. It occurs in three senses: 
1. Lifetime, life. So in Homer, Pindar, Herodotus, the tragedians, 

Plato, Xenophon, and Aristotle. See I.Esch. Eumen. 315, ciatYYJ~ a• al<iiva 

otot,cYerv, "to go through life unharmed." By metonymy it denotes 
"one's lot in life," Eur. Amir. 1215, or "a generation," I.Esch. Tkeb. 744; 
in Dern. 295• o µD,AWY al«:iv apparently means "posterity," though possi­
bly it falls under the next meaning. In an inscription of 37 A. D. (Ditten­
berger, Sylloge•, 364•) it means "age" (of human history). 

2. An indefinitely long time; sometimes with an adjective, µaxp6~, 

ci1taua-ro~. See A<:sch. Supp. 574,582; Ag. 554; Aristot. Mum/. s (397 a"). 
3. In philosophic language, "time without limit," "eternity"; so notably 

in Plato, Tim. 37C-38, 'tOY al<iiva, "forever"; and Aristot. Gael. I. 911 

(279 aaaff-), where a!wv, meaning lifetime of a man, and alwv, denoting the 
period of existence of the universe, are associated. 

II. THE HEBREW c71J.'. 

The etymology of this term affords no safe guidance in determining 
the meaning. In usage it signifies "a period of indefinite duration, 
time without limits, except such as are set by the context or the nature 
of the thing spoken of." Cremer, accepting its relation etymologically to 
C~J?, "to hide," defines it as "a time whose end or beginning escapes 

perception." It is used with reference to: 
1. Past time stretching indefinitely backward, as in Gen. 6•, "the mighty 

men of old": Josh. 24• Ps. 93• Prov. 8 .. , etc. 
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2. Much more frequently, time stretching indefinitely forward, with no 
limit except that which is set by the author's thought of the nature of the 

thing of which he is speaking: Deut. 1517 : "He shall be thy servant for 
ever"; 2 Sam. 1210: "The sword shall not depart from thy house for ever"; 
Ps. 2910 : "The Lord sitteth as king for ever." It is probably not correct 

to say that in such passages as Deut. 15" and I Sam. 1" the word denotes 
a lifetime, or that in Ps. 2910 it signifies eternity. The extent of the for­

ward look depends upon the author's thought about the nature of the 

thing spoken of, but the meaning of the word remains the same, "time 
bounded by no known or discernible limit." 

To emphasise the idea of the length of the time the plural is sometimes 

used: 1 Ki. 811 : "I have surely built thee a house of habitation, a place 

for thee to dwell in for ever" (O•J?~1J7); Ps. 6x• 14511 Isa. 26•·. 

III. THE USAGE OF AION IN THE LXX. 

In the Lxx a!C:W, though occasionally used to translate ii and other 

words of nearly the same significance as o~'l', is in so large a proportion of 

its occurrences the translation of the latter that its usage is practically 

identical with that of this word. 
1. It occurs in prepositional phrases meaning "from of old," such as 

&it' a!Givoc;; (Ps. n8 [n9]" Jer. 2••), aito -.ou a!Givoc;; (1 Chr. 1611), s~ cx!wvoc; 

(Prov. Sst), itpo cx!Givoc; (Ps. 73 [74]11), -itpo -.Giv cx!wvwv (Ps. S4 [55]"). 

2. It stands in prepositional phrases, meaning "for ever," i. e., for the 

indefinite future, such as e!c;; cx!Givcx (1 Chr. 16"); e!c;; cx[Givcx cx[Givoc;; (Ps. 18 

(19] 10); e[c; -.ov cx!Givcx (Deut. 1511 et freq.); e!c;; -.ov cx[Givcx -.ou cx[Givoc;; (Ps. 144 

[145] 1); e!c; -.011c; cx!wvcxc; -.Giv cx!wvq>v (Ps. 83 [84]'); we; cx!wvoc;; (1 Sam. 1 12); 

we; -.ou cx[Givoc;; Uosh. 47); we; -.ou cx!Givoc;; -.Giv cx[wvwv (Lxx Dan. 711); a,· 
cx[Givoc;; (Deut. 5" Isa. 6o"). 

3. It is used without prepositions, meaning "an indefinitely long time," 

either (a) in the past, iJµspcxc;; cx[Givoc;; (Deut. 327); vel<.po11c;; cx[Givoc;; (Ps. 142 

(143]•); -yeveci cx[Givoc;; (Isa. 51•); Acxoc;; cx[Givoc;; (Ezek. 26••); or (b) in the 
futme, (3cxatMU(J)V -.ov cx[Givcx (Ex. 1511); see also Isa. 25• Ps. 65 (66] 7 144 

[145] 11 ; Lxx Dan. 5•, though in the last-named example -.ou cx[wvoc; may 
mean "of the world." In Eccl. 311, -.ov cx[Givcx !8wl<.ev sv l<.cxplS(qc cx6-.Giv, it 
seems to stand by metonymy for "the conception of eternity," or "the 

ability to conceive of eternity." 
4. Quite exceptional is Ps. 89 [90]•, in which cx!wv has its classical mean­

ing, "lifetime"; cf. v.•·. 

IV. THE IDEA OF THE TWO AGES. 

Speculation as to the future history of the world and the beginnings of 

the idea that world-history can be divided into periods of fixed length ap­
pear as early as the book of Daniel, and in Ethiopic Enoch (Bous. Rel. d. 

Juel.•, pp. 278 .ff.), but the clear evidence of a definitely framed doctrine of 



GALATIANS 

the two ages, c•~'z;_v, this age and the age to come, does not appear among 

Jewish writers before the last pre-Christian century. In the Greek frag­
ments of the Ethiopic Enoch there are several phrases (some of them new) 

illustrating the familiar meanings of a:!wv, "a long, undefined period" (9• 10•• • 

14• 2110 2211 27•). But in 161, o a:!wv o µeya:c;-rei..ea6i)ae-ra:1, a passage assigned 

by Charles to the second century B. c. and dated about 1701 there appears the 
thought of an age of limited extent, which is further defined as lasting ten 

thousand years. CJ. 1810 21 •·. The phraseology reminds one of the Stoic no­

tion of the great conflagration, itself related to Platonic influence. CJ. Bous., 
op. cit., p. 568. If the translation correctly represents the Hebrew original, we 
may perhaps discover in this passage both the first occurrence of the idea 

in Semitic literature and the clue to its appearance in Hebrew thought. If, 

further, a:!wv here stands for c~1p, we have the earliest traceable in­

stance of this word in this sense. In the Slavonic Enoch, said by 

Charles to have been written 1-50 A. D., occur the expressions, "the great 
reon," "the endless reon," over against which is set the present reon of 

woes (61• 65 7• • 66•, cited by Bous., op. cit., p. 280). To the famous teacher 
Hille!, a contemporary of Herod the Great, are ascribed the words: "He 

who acquires for himself the words of the law acquires for himself the life 

of the age to come" (Pirke Aboth ii. 7, cited by Dal.W J., p. 150). But 
the authenticity of the ascription is doubted by some. The earliest rab­

binic witness to the use of the two phrases "this age" and "the age to 

come" is Yokhanan hen Zakkai, who flourished about 8o A. D. (Dal.WJ., 

loc. cit.). These passages give no indication of the boundary-line between 

the two ages. The age to come would seem to be the life after death. 
Similar ideas appear also in 4 Esd. (81 A. n.). In this latter book "this 

age" and "the coming, endless age" are clearly distinguished. See 4••., 
6• 711, ., .... "• 1111. g,1., ... In 7111 the day of judgment is said to be the 

boundary-line between the two ages. In 6M• it seems to be implied that 

the new age begins with and includes the period of Israel's dominion, or the 

messianic times. But in 711 the new age begins after the days of the Mes­

siah. This seems to indicate that the variation of view on this point 

found in later Jewish writings antedated 4 Esd., and this, in turn, sug­

gests that the idea of the two ages had been for some time prevalent in 

Jewish thought. 

On the other hand, there is reason to doubt whether this conception was 
wide-spread before the Christian era or early in the Christian period. Ps. 

Sol. (ea. 6o B. c.) use a:!wv frequently in the familiar sense of the Lxx (see 

218, " 3u, " 87, " 9so u•• • 1511), adding the expression e!c; a:!wva:c; (811) 

and showing a special fondness for the phrase e!c; -rbv a:!wva: xa:l fr1, but 
never use the word in reference to the two ages. Philo uses a:!wv not infre­

quently for the period of a man's life. See Ebriet. 195 (47); Sobr. 24 (5); 

Abr. 271 (46). He employs it in the usual sense of an indefinitely long 

time, in the phrase not elsewhere observed, µ.e)C()t -roO 1ra:v-roc; a:!wvoc;. 
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See Cher. 2 (1); Quod deus sit 2 (1). · In Mut. nom. 12 (2) Iv -rijl itcx6' i)µac; 

cd6m means "in the present age," the present period of the world's exist­
ence, in contrast with the eternity before the world came into being, which 
is described as 'lt()O a!6>voc;. In Pr~m. et p~n. 37 (6) occurs the expression 
-rov !µ.'lt()oa6ev a!6>va, meaning the earlier part of a man's life, the part 
preceding the experience under consideration. Cf. also Sacr. Caini et Abel 
76 (21). But there is apparently no trace of the antithesis between this 
age and the coming age. Concerning the various forms which the doctrine 
took and the different definitions of what belonged to each age, see Dal. 
W J. pp. 147 ff.; Sehr. pp. 544 ff., E. T., ii 177-79; Charles, art •. 
"Eschatology of the Apocryphal and Apocalyptic Literature" in HDB. 
I 741 ff., and Hebri:w, Jewish, and Christian Eschatology,• chaps. ,V-VIII. 

V. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE OF AION. 

The result of these different usages appears in the New Testament in the 
existence of three senses of the term, for the most part clearly distinguish­
able from one another. 

1. An indefinitely long period, a period without assignable limits. This 
sense is found, as in the Lxx, chiefly in prepositional phrases, which, ex­
pressing with varying emphasis the idea of indefinite or unending continu­
ance, are translated by the word "forever," or with a negative "never." 
The simplest and most frequent of these expressions is de; -rov a!6>va, 

which occurs in N. T. 27 times: Mt. 21" Mk. 320 11", etc.. There are but 
two instances in Paul: 1 Cor. 811 2 Cor. 9•. For contemporary exx. of this 
phrase and of e!c; a!6>va, see M. and M., Voc. s. 11. The intensive e!c; -rouc; 

a!6>vac; occurs six or eight times: Lk. 111 Rom. 111 9• n" 2 Cor. 1111 Heb. 13•. 

The still stronger form, e!c; -rouc; a!6>vac; · -rwv C.t!wvwv, found but once in 
the Lxx, is a well-established idiom in N. T., occurring two or three times 
in the Pauline epistles: Rom. 16" (?) Gal. 1• Phil. 4••, twice in the pas­
torals 1 Tim. 1 17 2 Tim. 411, and 11 times in Rev. Other slightly variant 
forms also occur in single instances. The expressions referring to past 
time are less frequent, but by no means lacking: Acts 311 1511 1 Cor. 2• 

Eph. 3•• 11 Col. 1 .. Jude 21• The gxeat variety of prepositional phrases 
employing this word in the Lxx, Apoc., and N. T. is extraordinary. 

2. One of the two great periods of the world's history, distinguished as 
b C.t!wv o~-roc; and b C.t!wv b µ.H.M,>v or b i(),c6µ.evoc;: Mt. 1211 Mk. 10" Lk. 16• 

18••. The boundary-line between the two ages is doubtless for N. T. writ­
ers generally the future coming of Christ. Mt. specifically indicates that 
ii aull't"eAEtct -rou a!6>voc;, the consummation of the age, doubtless of the then 
present age, is at the coming of Christ for judgment, Mt. 1311, ••· " 241 28••. 

3. In the plural, world, universe. This meaning is, perhaps, not estab­
lished beyond all doubt, but it seems nearly certain that it must be assumed 
for Heh. 1• and 11•; cf. Wisd. 13• 14• 18• and Jos. Ant. 1m (18•). 

From the point of view of the date of the literature, the Pauline epistles 
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furnish the first evidence for the acceptance by Christians of the idea of 

the two ages. The expression "this age," Ii alwv o~-ro,;, occurs seven times 
in the unquestionably genuine epistles: Rom. I2 2 I Cor. I 20 2• (bis) • 318 

2 Cor. 4•. In Gal. I' there occurs also the expression "the present evil 

age," Ii alwv Ii evaa-rw,; 1to111Jp6,;. Only in Ephesians, among the epistles 
ascribed to Paul, do the two expressions, "this age," "the coming age," 

occur together (1 21). In 2' we have "the coming ages." In the pastoral 

epistles, r Tim. 617 2 Tm. 410 Tit. 2 12, we find the expression "the present 
age," Ii vuv alwv. 

In the eight passages first named the emphasis of the apostle's thought 

is upon the ethical characteristics of the present age. Note esp. r Cor. I'" 
(where he uses "world," x.6aµo,;, as a synonym for "this age"); Rom. 12• 

Gal. r•. The distinctly apocalyptic passages, however, I Thes. 41a-11 s•• 
1 Cor. 1523 (cf. Phil. 1•), leave no doubt that Paul held the doctrine of 
Eph. 1 21 respecting the two ages, and that 2 Thes. 2 1- 12, whether from his 

pen or not, is substantially in accordance with his thinking. His thought 

about the character of the age to come, and the extent to which the apoca­
lyptic ideas associated with it pervaded Paul's thinking, may be gathered 

from such passages as I Thes. 2 19 313 chaps. 4, 5, I Cor. I523•28 2 Cor. 5 1- 10 

Phil. I,. 10 2". 

r Thes. 415 shows that the apostle believed himself to have the authority 

of Jesus for his expectation of the apocalyptic coming of the Lord. But it 
does not follow from this, nor is it probable, that Paul was the first in the 

Christian church to hold this view, and that it passed from him to the 
Jewish Christian body. The absence of any indication of any controversy 

over t!:J.e matter, such as arose over other points on which he held views 

different from those of his predecessors in the Christian community, and 
the evidence of the early chapters of Acts that the primitive church already 

accepted the doctrine, make it much more probable that the apostle found 

the doctrine already in the church, and that if iv ).6y4> x.uplou refers, as 

many interpreters, ancient and modern (cf. Frame ad Zoe.), hold, to a 

revelation-experience of the apostle, this experience confirmed or ampli­

fied a view already held. If, as is more probable, it is, with Frame et al., 
to be understood as referring to an uttered word of Jesus, it shows, indeed, 

that the apostle himself supposed his inheritance of thought on this point 

to have had its ultimate origin in the teaching of Jesus himself. The latter 

view is, as is well known, confirmed by the testimony of the gospels as they 

stand, but not so certainly by their older sources. The latter leave it at 

least doubtful whether Jesus accepted the two-age eschatology or used its 

phraseology. The expression, "the consummation of the age," which 

Mt. 1339• ••· " 24• and 282
• ascribe to Jesus, is found in this gospel only. In 

24• it is manifestly an editorial addition to the source (Mk. and Lk. agree 

in reporting the question in a simpler form without this phrase), and this 

fact, together with its occurrence nowhere else in the N. T. (cf., however, 



AIONIO~ 43 1 

Heh. 911) makes it probable that in the other passages also it is an inter­
pretative gloss of the editor, reflecting the thought of his time as to what 
Jesus held, but not traceable to any early source. The situation is similar 
in respect to all the passages in which Jesus is represented as speaking of 
the coming age in contrast to the present age (Mt. 12" Mk. 10" Lk. 18•• 

20"\ cf. Lk. 16•). Only in Mk. 10•• does the oldest source attest this 
expression as coming from Jesus, and here the absence of this phraseology 
from Mt. (1920), whose predilection for the idea of the two ages would 
have tended to prevent his omitting it while taking over the rest of the 
passage, makes it highly probable that it was lacking in the original form 
of Mk., and that it owes its presence in Lk. (18") to the same impulse or 
influence that accounts for it in Lk. 2oau. In that case its presence in 
Mk. is due to the influence of the other gospels upon the original Mk., 
of which there is considerable evidence. CJ. Burton, Some Principles of 
Literary Criticism, p. 25; Sharman, The Teaching of Jesus about the Future, 

pp. 57, 93, 95, 256. 

In Mk. 419 the absence of the word "this" makes it improbable that there 
was here, at least in the original form of the expression, any reference to 
the two ages. CJ. Lk. su. 

The phrases "this age" and "the coming age" do not occur in Acts, nor 
are they found in the fourth gospel. Both these books bear evidence in 
other ways of being influenced by eschatological ideas similar to those of 
Paul, and implicitly, too, by the conception of the two ages, but it is not 
probable that here, any more than in the synoptic gospels, these concep­
tions are traceable to Jesus. 

It is in any case, however, clear that the two-age eschatology was for 
Paul not a product of his own thinking; but an inheritance accepted on 
what he believed to be the authority of Jesus. That it was shared by 
practically all N. T. writers, even by the author of the fourth gospel to 
a certain extent, appears from the passages quoted above from the synop­
tists, and from such passages as Jn. 639• •• Jas. 5'· • 1 Pet. 1• 2 Pet. 3• 1 Jn; 2 18 

Jude II Rev. 1•. 

VI. AIONIO~. 

The adjective cx!wvto~ is found first in Plato. From Plato down to N. T. 
times it is used, with no apparent change in meaning, in the sense, "endur­
ing for an indefinitely long time," "perpetual," "eternal," referring both 
to the past and (perhaps throughout its history, certainly in N. T., rather 

more frequently) to the future. For classical usage see Plato, Rep. 363D; 

Legg. X 904A; post-classical, e. g., Diod. Sic. I. 1•. CJ. the statement of 
M. and M. Voc.: "In general the word depicts that of which the horizon is 
not in view, whether the hori2on be at an infinite distance ... or whether 
it lies no farther than the span of a Cresar's life." 

The Lxx translates by means of it only o~\)1 and cognates, modifying 
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a,«9-lixTJ (Gen. 17• 1 Chr. 16"), v6µ.1µ.oc; (Ex. 2711 Nu. 101), etc. The 
phrase l;<,,'ij cx!wv10c;, so frequent in N. T., occurs first in Dan. 12•. The 
Apocrypha show no noteworthy deviation from previous usage. l;<,,'ij cz!wv1oc; 

occurs in 4 Mac. 15• Ps. Sol. 311 ( 12). A similar phrase, cz!wv10c; ihcz~lr.>a1c; 

l;<,,iic;, occurs in 2 Mac. 71
• In I Enoch 15•• • we find the phrase 'lClle6µ.czToc 

l;ti>ll'roc oc!wvtoc. 

In N. T. the phrase t;w'ij cz!wvtoc; occurs 43 times. In Jn. and I Jn., in 
Acts, and in Gal. (6•) the adjective is used in this phrase exclusively. The 
feminine oc!wvloc is found 2 Thes. 2 11 Heh. 911• Its force is, as everywhere 
else in ancient Greek, purely temporal and quantitative. CJ. M. and M. 
Voc. s. 11. The qualitative conception sometimes ascribed to it lies wholly 
in the noun t;wi), with which it is joined. It has no association with 6 oc!&v 

o~'t'oc; or 6 {J,£AAll>Y oc!wv. It came into existence before these terms were 

in use, and its kinship of meaning is not with them, but with the oclti,v of 

Plato, meaning" for ever." See also in N. T., Mk. 311.* 

X. 'ENE~T~. 

'Ewlff@c; is the perf. part. of iMa't'T)µ.t, which in the pres. mid. means 
"to impend," "to threaten," "to begin," in the aor. act. "impended," 
"threatened," "begun," but in the perf. with the proper force of a perfect 
of existing state "(BMT. 75, 154), "to have begun," "to be present." Ex­
amples of this use of the perf. appear especially in the participles evea"twc; 

and iwa't'T)xwc;. 

Thus, in classical writers: JEschin. 261, i't't 't'ou 1t0Aeµ.ou "toil 1t1?bc; «l>0..11t1tov 

bµ.rv ivea't'T)it6't'oc;. Aristot. Rhet. 1. 91< (1366 b23), xcz't'a 't'ov ivea"tw't'oc · xoctp6v. 

In the grammarians, o ivea't'w<; xp6voc; signifies "the present tense." See 
also Xen. Hell. 2. 11, 't'wv ivea't'T)it6't'wv 1tpocyµ.a:'t'WY, Polyb. 1. 1818 x. 6o76 2. 26•. 

The usage of the Jewish Greek writers is the same. See 1 Esdr. 9• 
1 Mac. 12« 2 Mac. 317 6• 12•. The participle is used in this sense only in 
O. T. Apocr. It does not occur in the Lxx (can. bks.). 

In N. T. the participle has but one meaning, "present." See Rom. 811 

1 Cor. 3u, in both of which it stands in antithesis with µ.t)..)..oll'tot; 1 Cor. 

7" 2 Thes. 2• Heh. 9•. The translation of RV. in 1 Cor. 7", "that is 
upon us," and 2 Thes. 2 2, "is just at hand," is in both cases evasive of the 
real meaning, as is the comment of Robertson and Plummer on 1 Cor. ad 

loc. See Frame on Thes. ad lac. See also Ep. Barn. 1 7: 't'a 1t0tpeA1JAu86't'oc, 

ltot1 't'a ev.a't'W't'ot, xot1 't'WV {J,EAA6V't'WY 1Souc; ci1t0tpxai; 'ijµ.rv y.6a.wi;, and s•: !S't't 

xot1 't'a 'ltotpoA'l)AU66't'ot T){J,t\l iyvwpta.v, ltOC1 ev 'tote; C\12a't'(Alal\l -li~c; ia6q>1aev, ltotl 

de; 't'a {J,£AAO\l't'0t OUlt eaµ.h ciau\lo't'OI. 

In Gal. 1 1 "toil oc!wvoc; 't'ou ev,a"t6>'t'oc; undoubtedly refers to what is 

• The first, and apparently the only occurrence of e1lo\vt0< in a meaning other than that 

given, which is known to present-day lexicographers, is in Herodian (238 A. D.) 3. 811, where he 

refers to the ludi stUUlares given by Severus in the words: e1lwvioVf B, '1VTA$ cic<iAovr qi 
· T'qf•, &,cotioVT'tf TpWJv y•vECdv &1.a.Bpa.p.ova-Cd., €ff'tfeAetv9<&4'. 
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more commonly called b ot!wv oiS,:oc;; for "present" is the only clearly 

established sense of the word evaa,:wc;, and the apostle's twice-repeated 
antithesis between evea't"6i't"ot and µeAAOY't"ot (Rom. 8" 1 Cor. 322), together 
with the use of the word µe)..)..wv in connection with ot!wv to designate the 

future age, apparently a recognised and current usage (Mt. 1212 Eph. 1 11 

Heb. 6•), makes it especially difficult to give to evsa,:wc; in connection with 

ot!wv any other sense than its usual one, "present." 

XI. . AilOKAA mTn AND • AilOKAA "'flJl'I:E. 

A comparison of the N. T. instances of the words cl:"Jt:oxotAU'lmd and 

,pavep6«.> shows that the two terms have a certain area of usage in common, 
so that in certain connections either might be used and the difference of mean­

ing be but slight. Thus both are used in general expressions about manifest­

ing ot_revealing that which is hidden: Mt. 10" Mk. 4"• :Both are used of 
the revelation of divine righteousness in the gospel: Rom. 1 17 3". Both 

are used of the manifesting of Christ at his second coming, yet neither 

frequently: Lk. 17•• (only instance of cl:"Jt:oitGtAU"lt:'t"w) Col. 3• 1 Pet. 5• 1 Jn. 
2ra 32

• Both are used of the revelation of the mystery of Christ: Eph. 3• 

Rom. 16". In general, however, the distinction between the two words is 
maintained. 

<l>GtYep6«.> throws emphasis on the fact that that which is manifested is ob­
jectively clear, open to perception. It is thus suitably used of an open and 

public announcement, disclosure, or exhibition: I Cor. 4• 2 Cor. 2" 41•. 11 

Eph. S"· 
'A"Jt:oxotAU"Jt:'t"(o), on the other hand, refers primarily to the removal of what 

conceals, an uncovering, and in some cases the choice of the word seems to 
be due to the thought of a previous concealment. But for some reason 
cl:"Jt:oXotAU"lt:'t"W has evidently come to be used especially of a subjective reve­

lation, which either takes place wholly within the mind of the individual 
receiving it, or is subjective in the sense that it is accompanied by actual 

perception, and results in knowledge on his part: Rom. 811 1 Cor. 2 10 14•• 

Eph.3•. 
This distinction is illustrated even in some passages in which the words 

seem at first sight to be used interchangeably. Thus in Rom. 1 11 Paul, 

using a present tense and by this fact and the context indicating that he 
is speaking of what is constantly taking place as the result of the preach­

ing of the gospel, writes otxottoauvlJ ycip av czui:,j, cl:"Jt:oxczAu"lt:'t"e't"a:t, i. e., men 

are coming to perceive the divine way of righteousness. But in 3", speak­
ing, as the use of the perfect tense and the context show, of a fact once 

for all made clear, he writes vuvl oe xwplc; v6[J.ou otxcztoauYl) 6eou "lt:eipc,vepwi:czt. 

The distinction between cl:"Jt:oxa:Au"lt:'t"e't"ott in 1 11 and eipc,vepwaev in 1" is less 

obvious and perhaps less real. The former verb is probably chosen in part 

because of the cl:"Jt:oxotAU'JC't"e't"czt in v.17, the apostle having in mind that, par­

allel to the revelation of the righteousness of God, there is also in progress 
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a revelation of divine wrath, the revelation in both cases taking place in 
experience. The tense of e,pavipwaev, on the other hand, indicates that he 
is summing up all God's past disclosure of himself as a single fact and the 
use of the subject, o 8e6<;, shows that he has specially in mind the divine 

activity. 
Especially significant in its bearing on the interpretation of Gal. 1 11 is 

the comparison of I Cor. 2 10 (see also Eph. 3•• •), in which &11:oxa:Au1r·m is 
used, with 2 Cor. 410, 11, in which q,avep6w is employed. In I Cor. 2 10 a 
revelation through the Spirit is spoken of, and in Eph. 3• in the spirit: the 
latter phrase probably means in the realm of spirit, i. e., of the mind of the 
prophet, thus emphasising the subjective character of the revelation. In 
2 Cor. 410, 11, on the other hand, the reference is evidently not to the per­
ception in the minds of those to whom the disclosure was made, but to the 
disclosure itself. In harmony with this distinction between the two words 
is the fact that q,avep6w is several times used in speaking of the appearance 
of Christ in the flesh (Jn. 2 11 1 Tim. 310 Heh. 9•• 1 Jn. 1• (bis) 3•• 8 1 Pet. 1•0); 

three times of his appearance after the resurrection (Jn. 211 [bis] ", and 
four times of his future corning (Col. 3• I Pet. s• 1 Jn. 2,. 3•), while 
&sroxa:M'lt"t'w is never used of the first or second of these events and but 
once (Lk. 17•0; cf. 2 Thes. 17) of the third. &11:oxa:Au'lt"t'W is indeed used, 
also, in 2 Thes. 2•• •• • of the appearance of the man of sin, but probably 
here with reference to the disclosure and perception of his true character. 
The total evidence leaves no room for doubt that the presumption is 
strongly in favour of the view that &11:oxa:M11:= has reference to a disclosure 
to the human mind involving also perception_ and understanding by the 
mind. 

'A11:ox&1,.u,jlt<; occurs first, so far as observed, in the Lxx: 1 Sam. 20•0 (the 
only instance in can. bks.); see also Sir. n" 22 .. 42 1

• In general it corres­
ponds in meaning to &1toltlXAU1t'tlll, signifying properly "an uncovering, dis­
closing, laying bare." It acquired by association the idea of a correspond­
ing perception (possible or actual) of that which was disclosed, but does not 
so preponderatingly as &11:oxa:Au'lt"t'w suggest the idea of actual perception. 

N. T. usage of &;11:oit&'Autf,t<; is as follows: 

1. An appearance or manifestation. of a person, a coming, or coming to 
view; used of the corning of Christ, nearly equivalent to e11:1q,&ve1a:: r Cor. 

1 7 2 Thes. 1' 1 Pet. r'• u 4". 
2. A disclosure of a person or thing such that its true character can be 

perceived: Lk. 2" Rom. 2• 819 16". 

3. A divine revelation or disclosure of a person in his true character, of 
truth, or of the divine will, made to a particular individual, and as such 
necessarily involving the perception of that which is revealed; by metonymy, 
that which is revealed: 1 Cor. 141

, 11 2 Cor. 121, 'Gal. 1 11 2• Eph. 1" 3• Rev. 
1 1

• In the first group the emphasis is upon the objective appearance of 
the person; in the second on the disclosure of a person or truth, the revela-
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tion of him or it in its true character; in the third on the divine source of 
the revelation and its perception by the individual to whom it was made. 

CJ. Milligan, Com. on Thes. pp. 149f. 

xrr. ·mr ~AIA. 

The precise extent of the territory covered by the word Judrea is difficult 
to determine. 'louaixta is the feminine form of the adjective 'louclixfo,; 

(derived from Hebrew :i,1111:). Like other similar adjectives, rixAtMlix, 

l:uplix, etc., it designates a country, x,wpix (see Mk. 1•; Jos. Ant. u• [1•)) 

being omitted. · The country designated by it was of variable extent. In 

the Lxx, as the translation of :i,l:i' used in a territorial sense (1 

Sam. 23•), it denotes the territory ruled by David or that of the southern 
kingdom (2 Chr. u•). In 1 and 2 Mac. it designates substantially the 

same territory, as inhabited by the Jews of the Maccabrean period (1 Mac. 
3" 51s 9&0 1c38; cf. v.18; uto• 34 2 Mac. 1 11 u 6). The military successes of the 

Maccabees extended the territory under their dominion, probably in part 

at least, with a corresponding extension of the term Judrea. Herod the 
Great ruled over all the territory on both sides of the Jordan from the 
desert to the Mediterranean, to Phcenicia and Syria on the north, and to 

Idumrea (inclusive) on the south. His title was king of Judrea. But 
whether the whole of the territory ruled by him was included under the 

term Judrea is not wholly clear. On Herod's death Augustus, substantially 
confirming Herod's will except as to the title given Archelaus, assigned to him 

Idumrea, Judrea, and Samaria, with the title of Ethnarch (Jos. Bell. 2. 93f. 

[6•]). When, ten years later, Archelaus was removed, his territory was 

made a Roman province and placed under a procurator (Jos. Bell. 2. n7 

[81]), who apparently bore the title, "Procurator of Judrea" (Lk. 31; cf. 

Jos. Bell. 2. 169 [92]). From 41 to 44 A. D. Herod Agrippa I again ruled, 
with the title of king, over all the territory which had previously belonged 

to his grandfather, Herod the Great (Jos. Bell. 2. 215 [u•]; Ant. 18. 252 [7') 

19. 274 [5 1)). On the death of Herod Agrippa I his kingdom again came 
under Roman procurators with the title "Procurator of Judrea" (Ant. 

19. 363 [9•]), and this condition of affairs continued until 53 A. D., when 
Iturrea, Trachonitis, etc., subsequently increased also by a portion of the 
former tetrarchy of Herod Antipas, was given to Herod Agrippa II (Jos. 

Ant. 20. 158/. [8•]). Josephus speaks of Cuspius Fadus as procurator 
(i'ltixpx,o~) of Judrea "and of the entire kingdom" (Ant. 19. 363 [9•]), rather 

suggesting that Judrea was not the name of the whole territory. But cf. 

Ant. 20. 97 (51). Also in speaking of the addition to the kingdom of 
Agrippa I he speaks of the country of his grandfather Herod as Judrea 

and Samaria (Ant. 19. 274 [51
]). And in Bell. 3. 35-58 (31

·•), speaking of the 
period just preceding the Roman War, he divides the whole country of the 

Jews into Galilee, Perrea, Samaria, and Judrea. Yet, having in Bell. 2. 247 f. 
(12•) stated that Felix had been made procurator of Samaria, Galilee, and 
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Periea, and in 2. 252f. (132
) that certain toparchies in the vicinity of the 

Sea of Galilee were given to Agrippa, he adds that over the rest of J udrea 
he made Felix procurator. CJ. also Jos. Bell. 2. 265 (13•). Similarly in 
Acts Luke seems commonly to use Judiea in the narrower sense (Acts. 1• 

8• 9" n•), in 12" and 21 1
• even excluding by implication Cresarea, which 

was the residence of the procurator of Judrea. Only in 2• 10•7 262• 28" 

is a. larger sense, inclusive of Samaria and Galilee, probable. Mt. 191 

on the other hand (cf. contra Mk. ro•) bears witness to the inclusion of Perrea 
under the term Judiea. While, therefore, under the influence of the numer­
ous political changes which Palestine underwent in the last century B. c. 
and the first century A. o., the term Judrea was probably used in at least 
three different senses: (a) the territory south of Samaria and west of the 
Jordan, (b) the Roman province, which, as in the days of Pilate, e. g., in­
cluded Samaria and Idumiea, ( c) the kingdom of Herod the Great, and after 
him of Agrippa I, yet alike in the 0. T., Apocr., N. T., and Josephus, 
the first, with some vagueness as to exact extent, remains the prevalent 
usage. Whether Paul, under the influence of his predilection for the 
Roman usage of geographical terms, employed it in 1 Thes. 2" Gal. 1" 

2 Cor. 1 11 Rom. 1511 in its Roman sense, or as Josephus usually does, in 
its narrowest sense, must for lack of decisive evidence remain uncertain. 
It is worthy of note, however, that all these letters were written in the 
period of ·the procuratorships that followed the death of Herod Agrippa I, 
and all the passages are explicable as referring to the Roman province of 

Judiea. 

XIII. 'AMAPTIA AND 'AMAPTAN!J. 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

'Aµap•tla and d:µap-tdiw.1 are derived etymologically from a and µepoc;, the 
primary significance of the verb being therefore "to have no part in," but 
more commonly in usag~, "to miss the mark," "to fail to attain." In a 
physical sense it is used in Hom. Il. V 287, of a spear missing the mark, and 
in other similar applications in 1Eschylus, Sophocles, and Antipho. So also 
from Homer down in such derived senses as "to fail of one's purpose," "to 
lose," "to neglect." But it had also acquired as early as Homer and re­
tained throughout the classical period a distinctly ethical sense, "to do 
wrong, to err, to sin." See numerous exx. in L. & S. 

The noun d:µap1:!a first appears in 1Eschylus and d:µdip1:1J(J.<X in his con­
temporary Sophocles. Neither word seems to have been employed in a. 

physical sense, but both are used of non-moral defects and of sin in 
the strictly ethical sense. By its termination d:µap1:la would naturally 

mean the quality of an act or person, "defectiveness," " sinfulness." Iu 
'the former of these senses it is found in Plato, Legg. I 627D, evex.a: ••• 

6p861:1JTO<; TE xal aµap,:la<; v6(J.Cl)Y 1\1:t<; la,:t q,ua,t, "in the interest of the 
right and wrong of law, whatever it is by nature." Lezz. II 668C: axo1n 
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'nJY 'Y' 6p86't'l)-tcz 'Cijc; ~u),:{iowc; tl xal ciii,czp,t!czv cz~ou ll1cz1w:iaHczt: "He 

will scarcely be able to discern the rightness or wrongness of its inten­

tion" (sc. of a musical or poetic composition). For the latter, more ethical 

sense, see Plato, Legg. II 66oC: Aotllopelv rd:p .,;pa'J'll,OC-tcz av!CZ"tcz :itczi 'lt6ppw 

'lt()O~E~1):it6-tcz d:11,0Cp-t!czc; oullczll,li>c; i)!lu: "For it is not at all pleasant to cen­

sure things that are incurable and far advanced in evil." But it is also 

found in the more concrete sense of a "fault," an "error," either non­

ethically of an error of judgment, or ethically of a wrong deed; in the former 
sense in Thuc. 1. 32•, c56e,ic; cli µ41).).ov d:11,0Cp-t!cz. In the latter sense it occurs 

in lEschyl. Ag. u98, 'ltCZAcztd:c; 'tWvcle d:11,0Cp-t!czc; ll6µwv, "ancient crimes 

of this house." Antipho 12711 : ou tjJ iczu-tou d:11,01:p-t~ ••• 1i'lte8CXY2Y. CJ. 
Dem. 24811 : f!q= ll' iill1:it-f)11,CZ-tcz -dv8' ! d'ltpczMczt ,t(Zi d:11,CZPTQll,OC't" ,!µa., For dis­

cussion of classical usage, see Butcher, Aristotle's Theory of Poetry and Fine 
Art•, RP· 3n jf.; Kendall in Classical Review, XXV, 195-7. For in­
teresting exx. from the papyri, see M. and M. V oc. sub d:11,0Cp-tlXY<I). 

II. HEBREW USAGE OF ic~, :,~~".': AND nicrer::i. 

These Hebrew words, the common originals of d:1,f,0Cp~ and d:~!cz in the 
Lxx, have etymologically the same meaning as the Greek terms, viz., "to 
miss (the mark)," "a missing (of the mark)." The verb is occasionally used 
(in Kal and Hiph.) in this original sense: Job 5" Prov. 19•; but far more fre­
quently in an ethical sense, "to sin"; occasionally against man: ·Gen. 42t1 

1 Sam. 19•• •, but in the great majority of cases, expressly or by implica­

tion, against God: Gen. 20• Ex. 3211 Eccl. 7•• et freq. Of the modified senses 

of the various conjugations it is unnecessary to speak. The nouns are 
always used in an ethical sense, signifying: 

x. An act of sin: (a) proprie: Deut. 21" 'Ps. 51• Mic. 61 Hos. 41 et freq.; 

possibly in 1 Ki. 835 2 Chr. 6" Ezek. 18" Ps. 51• in the sense of "the 

committing of sin"; but cf. Ezek. 18"· ", which seem to show that even re­
pentance was thought of as the turning from deeds committed or which 

might be committed rather than expressly as the abandonment of a course 
of action in progress. (b) With special reference to responsibility and con­

sequent guilt: Deut. 15• 2411• " Gen. 18•• Nu. 16"; (c) With special 
reference to the penalty or consequence of sin: Lev. 20•• 2411 Isa. 5311 

Zech. 1411• 

2. (111!)!'.' not so used.) A sin offering: Lev. 7" 2 Chr. 2911• u, "· 

III. USAGE OF THE SEPTUAGINT. 

In the Lxx (can. bks.) d:11,CZp-tm is found about 170 times, being in all 

but 21 of these a translation'.of Mf;)i;' in one or another of its conjugations. 

Its meaning is practically identical with the usual ethical sense of the 
Hebrew original; that the latter is often translated also by iillt:it££v only em­

phasises the fact of the ethical character of the word in the minds of the 
Lxx .. 



GALATIANS 

Of the nearly 500 instances of alJ.ap-r!a in the Lxx about four-fifths are 
translations of Mtel'.1 or nM~l'.1, and the word has the same variety of mean­

ing as the Hebrew terms, except that a sin offering is expressed by 
1tepl aµ.ap-r!a~ or -ro 1tepl alJ.<Zp-r!a~, the word a(J.ap-r!a therefore retaining 
its usual meaning, "sin." See Lev. 91, •· '• 10, "••••etc. 

IV. USAGE OF THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA. 

The usage of the Apocr. is in general similar to that of the Lxx (can. 
bks.). The words are always ethical. a(J.<Zp-r&:l/(1) is frequently used in 
speaking of sin against God (1 Esd. x•• 615 Jdth. 518 2 Mac. 71•), or in 
his sight (Susan. 23), sometimes against men (Sir. 77 Ep. Jer. 14), and 
occasionally against one's own soul (Sir. 19<, cf. Toh. 1210); yet it is doubt­
less thought of as related to God as the supreme power whose authority it 

contravenes and who will punish it. 
'Awxp-r!a is used most frequently of deeds of sin, commonly in the plural 

(Toh. 3•• • Sir. 211, etc.), sometimes in the singular in the same sense (Tob. 
3" 4") or qualitatively (Sir. 1013 19•), occasionally collectively (Toh. 12• 

1 Esd. 7•). In a few passages it means "the doing of sin," rather than 
the deed, Sir. 8• 21•, but esp. 2514 46•. It apparently does not occur in 
the sense of "sinfulness." 

Under the influence of the developing legalism of this period the concep­
tion of sin among the Palestinians in general tended to become legalistic, 
and sin to be regarded as the violation of commandments (Toh. 31·• 4• 

Jub. 15" 21•·11, chap. 50; Toy, Judaism and Christianity, pp. 205 ff.; Bous. 
Rei,. d. Jud.•, pp. 145 ff., Ch.AP., II 9). 

Atonement for sins is thought-of as achieved by sacrifice (Jub. 6• 3411), 

or by compensatory, meritorious deeds, especially almsgiving (Toh. 4•-11 

12•• •). Of attempt to define in more explicit ethical terms what it is that 
makes sin sinful there is little trace. 

On the other hand, there appears in this period an effort, of which there 
is little trace in 0. T., to discover the origin of sin. Among the Palestinians 
there arises the doctrine of the evil impulse. According to Ryssel, quoted 
in Bous. Rel. d. Jud.•, pp. 462 f., it is to be found as early as Sir. (21 11 •); 

clearly in 4 Esd. (3•011- 4•• 748• •.• 853 14"), the Pirke Aboth (IV 1) and 
then frequently in the rabbinic literature. As interpreted, no doubt cor­
rectly, by Porter ("The Ye!;er Hara" in Biblical and Semitic Studies by 

Members of the Faculty of Yale University, pp. 93-xn) and Bous. (op. cit., 

p. 465) this impulse has its seat in the soul, not in the body of men. The 

Palestinians never found the seat of moral evil in matter. Philo, affected 
by Greek thought, especially by Plato, wavers in his opinion, sometimes 
seeming to find the cause of sin in the materiality of the body, sometimes 
tracing it to the work of demons in the creation of man, sometimes to man's 
free choice of pleasure. Adam and Eve were originally morally indifferent, 
as is every infant of their posterity, but made choice of evil. The indi-
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vidual man is a free moral agent, tempted to sin by his body hut able to 

choose the life of the spirit. See Siegfried, Philo von Alexandria, pp. 242 ff. 
A noteworthy element of Philo's doctrine is that intention is of equal im­
portance with fulfilment, yet does not become guilty until it is fulfilled 

(Quod. det. pot. 96--99 (26]). See BSSF. p. 163. Sir. once traces the 

sin of the race to Eve (25"), and 2 Bar. once intimates the same (47"), 

but the common doctrine of 2 Bar. (17• 54", etc.) and of 4 Esd. 
(3" 4•• 7m11.) is that the sin of men began with Adam, and that death is 

its consequence, yet this is not conceived of as excluding the moral respon­

sibility of the individual (2 Bar. 54"· "). The connection which the Ethi­
opic Enoch finds between the sin of men and that of the fallen angels is an 

exceptional view. The transmutation of the serpent of Gen., chap. 3, 

into Satan and the tracing of the beginnings of human sin to the devil 
begin -1!,S early as the first half of the first century B. c. (Wisd. Sol. 2"). 

On the whole subject see the full and informing discussion in Bous., op. cit., 

pp. 45g-70. 

V. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

In N. T. both verb and noun are used in the ethical sense only. The 
influence of the etymology of the word is to be seen in the fact that there 
is still in some cases clearly, probably always in fact, in the background of 

the conception the idea of a standard to which action ought to but does not 
conform. The standard is usually conceived of as set by God (Rom. 3"; 

cf. 1 11-11, esp. "), rarely by the civil power (Acts 25•). 

The nouns d:,i.cxp•rlcx and d:µ6:p1:wcx are also always ethical. d:µo:p'tT)µcx, 

which occurs only in Mk. 318• •• Rom. 3" 1 Cor. 618 (2 Pet. 1•], is always, 
in accordance with its termination, an act of sin. d:µ.cxp1:£cx, which occurs 
much more frequently, is never used in its strictly abstract sense, "sinful­

ness," but, formally defined, has two usages: 

1. The committing of sin, the doing of that which is not in accordance 
with the will of God, equivalent to 1:0 (iµcxp1:&ve1v, peccaJio, as distinguished 

from peccatum: Rom. 61 : e'lt1µ.evwµev tj) d:µ.cxp1:~; see also Rom. 511, 11 , "·" 

6•· 1b. 11, u, 11, 11, 11, ••• n, ., (?); most of the instances in chap. 7; 8•· ••• • 

1 Cor. 15" 2 Cor. 511• Gal. 2 17 Jn. 841 16• Heb. 4"· The word is never 
used in this sense in the synoptic gospels, or Acts, and is mainly confined 

to Paul and John. In this sense it is frequently personified, or semi­
personified, being spoken of as one would speak of a person-a demon or 

Satan (see, e. g., Rom. 611 : µ-1) ouv t,cxcn).eufo,> -Ii d:µcxp1:£cx av 1:(jl 8v'l)'t(jl uµ.wv 

awµcx1:1 • • • µ'l)ol 'ltotp1a"t&ve1:e 1:d: \J.EA1l uµ.wv • • • 1:jj d:µcxp1:£~), or as a force 

having existence independent of the sinner;* see esp. Rom. 511, 11 7•• ••. 

• The opinion of Dih.Gwl. pp. n4-124, that Paul sometimes not simply rhetorically 
personifies but actually personalises sin, thinking of it as a demon, is scarcely justified by 
the evidence. Dib. himself holds that he more frequently uses the word in a non-personalised 
sense, and that it is not possible always to di:a.w with certainty the line between image and 
actuality. 
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Rom. 511-11 shows that Paul applied the term both to the violation of 
known law ( cf. Rom. 1 1811 -) and to conduct of the same character produced, 
where there was no law, under the impelling influence of the hereditary 

tendency derived from Adam. To the former only Paul apparently applies 

such terms as 1rixpa1rwµix and 1rixpix~ixat<; (see Rom. 5"11 - Gal. 3"); cf. the 
discriminating discussion by E. P. Gould, "Paul's Doctrine of Sin," in 

Baptist Review, 1880, pp. 216-235. 

2. Sin committed, the deed as distinguished from the doing of it-pec­

catum. 
(a) Generically, when no reference is had to specific forms of sin: Mt. 1 11 : 

owaet "COV AIXOV IXU"COU &:1to "CWV d:µcxp'ttWV IXU"CWV. Mk. 2•: &:cp(ev'tix( aou ixl 

d:µixp-i:(ixt. This is the use in all the instances in the synoptic gospels except 
Mt. 1211. So also in Jn. g ... (b ?), .. 1522 , " 1911 2023 Acts 2n (and always 

in Acts except 7") Rom. 47, • 8•b, 10 n 27 1 Cor. 15•• 17 2 Cor. u 7 Heb. 1•, 

and generally in this epistle; 1 Jn. 1•, and generally in this epistle. It is 

used in this sense, in the singular and without the article, qualitatively 
(meaning, however, not sinfulness, but having the quality of sin) in Rom. 

1411 1 Jn. 517 Jas. 417
, 

(b) Specifically, when reference is had to a particular deed or a particular 

kind of sinful deed: Mt. 1211 : 1tixaix d:µixp-i:foc xixl ~Acxa<j)T)µ(ix &:cpe8i)ae-rixt -rot,; 

&:v8pw1tot<;, TJ 111! -rou 'ltVeuµcx-ro<; ~Acxacpwlcx oux &:cpeOfiae-rixt. ?ee also Acts 7••. 

(c) Collectively, the singular for the plural: Jn. r": foe b &:µvo<; -rou 

8eou b ix!pwv 't'TJV d:µixp-rlixv -rou x6aµou. See also Rom. 3 •· ••. 

(d) By metonymy, for a sin-bearer: 2 Cor. 521 : -rov µT) 1v6ll't"ix d:µixp-rlixv 

61tep T)µwv d:µixp-rlixv e1toll)aev. 

It is obvious that the distinction between I and 2, having reference to 

a difference not in content but only in point of view, may easily reach a 

vanishing point. Thus the context of I Jn. 3• shows that "to take away 
sins" means to cause them to cease to be done; in other words, it is the 

doing of sin that is to cease, but the writer has in thought objectified the 

deeds and spoken of them as things to be removed. So also in Jn. 8 .. , to 

"die in your sins," is probably synonymous with to "die in your sin," 
in 821, the meaning in both cases being to die while still sinning; though it 
is possible that the plural phrase means to "die in the condemnation caused 

by your sins." CJ. also Rom. 610 · 7•, and the exx. cited under nl;'i;,, 1 (a). 

As concerns the material content of d:µa:p"t!cx, there was evidently room 

for wide difference of opinion among those who used the term. Unlike 

such words as 1topve(ix, xAo'lti), and cp6vo<;, which in themselves describe 

the external character of the deeds to which they refer, and cp86vo<; and 

6p,fi, which describe an inward disposition, d:µixp-r(ix by etymology and 

usage describes the acts denoted simply as failing to conform to a standard 
(implied to be right), and among Jews and Christians conceived to be set 

by God. One's conception of the standard set by God would therefore 

determine to what things the term d:µa:p"C!ix would be applied. 
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In the type of Pharisaism which finds expression in Jub., and which 
is reflected in the gospels and in the controversial letters of Paul, we find 
a distinctly legalistic conception of sin. Basing the teaching on law and 

making much of its specific and especially its more external commands, 
literally interpreted, it tended to emphasise the external. This tendency 

Jesus opposed (see esp. Mt., chaps. 5, 6), yet not to the extent of mak­
ing righteousness and sin matters wholly of disposition or intention (cf. 

above on Philo). He included both external and internal acts under 

the category of sins (see esp. Mk. 7"), and demanded deeds as well as dis­
position (Mt. 7"·21

). He did not find his standard of what was right and 

wrong in the statutes of the law, but in some more ultimate criterion. 

Yet he does not expressly state any single principle of sin to wh~ch all sins 
may be reduced. We may roughly classify the acts and dispositions which 
he reproved and evidently included under the term sin as (a) sins of the 

flesh and the sensual mind: fornication, adultery, encouragement of sensual 

thought. (b) Sins of conduct or attitude towards other men: theft, covet­
ousness, hatred, lack of compassion, unwillingness to forgive. (c) Atti­

tude towards truth: refusal to accept truth when it is presented, captious 
demand for evidence, hypocrisy, and profession without deeds. (d) Atti­
tude towards God: ingratitude, unwillingness to trust him. 

Remembering that Jesus summed up all righteous action under the 
single term "love," and observing that in all the things which he calls sin 
there is an element of selfishness, in the sense of grasping things for one's 

self regardless of the welfare of others, or excessive self-assertion, this may 
be understood to be the characteristic quality of sin, viz., isolation of one's 

self from the world in which one lives, refusal to live in reciprocally bene­
ficial relations to the community of whicli. one is an integral part. But 

Jesus does not himself explicitly state the matter thus. So far as the 

gospels report, he seems rather immediately to have recognised certain 
acts as sin and to have assumed that his hearers' consciences would give 

concurrent judgment. 
In bis writings the apostle Paul emphasised the internai, yet not to the 

exclusion of the external. Under the conception of sin he included outward 
acts and inward thoughts and feelings: on the one side murder, fornication, 
drunkenness, and on the other envy, malice, jealousies, wraths, etc. 

In Rom., chap. 7, he seems to indicate that while he was yet a Pharisee 

there was the beginning of the perception that the law extended its dominion 

to the feelings as well as to outward deeds, and that wrong feelings as well 

as wrong outward acts were sin. The commandment "Thou shalt not 

covet," which in his Pharisaic days brought dormant sin to life was a 

prohibition not of action but of desire. Yet the clear perception of the 

spiritual character of the law and the transfer of emphasis in the concep­

tion both of righteousness and sin from the external deeds to the internal 
attitudes of bes.rt and the principle of love apparently came only with his 

conversiOll. 
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Yet he nowhere clearly indicates that even after his conversion he worked 

out for the generic idea of sin a definition corresponding to that which he 

found for righteousness in the idea of love. For while in Rom. 1 1811• he 
finds the ground of divine condemnation of sin in the suppression of truth 

possessed, yet this is probably not to be taken as a definition of sin, but 

as the basis of guilt. Jas. 411 similarly makes conduct not in accordance 

with one's knowledge of good to be sin, but does not affirm the converse, 

and hence does not thereby define sin. 
The gospel of John takes fundamentally the same position as the synop­

tists and Paul. Instead of defining sin, it assumes that its character is 
known, and puts especial emphasis on rejection of the light, especially as 

manifested in failure to believe in Jesus, and finds in such rejection the 

ground of the divine judgment (3 19 9" 1522 16•). 

The statement of I Jn. 3• must be understood in view of the fact that it 
is part of the author's polemic against the Antinomians, who justified their 
unrighteousness on the ground that they were not under law; yet, in view 

of the whole character of the letter, the law here referred to must be un­

derstood, not in the legalistic sense of the term, but as denoting the divine 

will in general. 
Of the origin of sin and the relation of its origin to personal responsibility, 

there is no direct discussion in the synoptic gospels, but there are one or 

two passages which have an important bearing on Jesus' thought on the 

subject. These gospels record him as speaking of Satan or the devil as 

tempting men to sin (Mk. 1 11 Mt. 1319• 38) and of men as exerting a like 
influence on one another (Mk. 838

). He speaks of physical conditions 

also as being the occasion of sin. But he never ascribes to any of these 
influences compelling power. Indeed, in Mk. 714-13, discussing the question 

of what defiles a man morally, he expressly finds the cause of sin, both 
internal and external in the man himself, the heart. It is of special impor­

tance to note that he does not say either that outward acts prove the heart 

(that is, as the context shows, the inner self, which is the source of action) 

to be sinful, as if its character were already fixed (e. g., by heredity) and 

could only manifest itself, or that inward conditions determine the out­

ward, but that from the heart proceed evil thoughts, and that these defile 

the man. He thus makes the man the generator of his own character and 

deeds. Whatever he may have thought of heredity or of physical forces 

as related to sin, they were not, according to this passage, the causes of it. 

Paul, agreeing in large measure with 4 Esd. and 2 Bar., makes sin a 
racial inatter, beginning with Adam, and passing down to his descendants, 

both before and after the coming of law, not being imputed, however, 

where there is no law (Rom. 51211-). In the individual, also, sin has its 

two stages corresponding to the two stages of the experience of the race 

(after Adam). It is first a dormant force (presumably hereditary and 

from Adam), then on the coming of the commandment becomes an active 
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force and an actual practice (Rom. 71-n), as in the race it issued in trans­

gression (Gal. 310). In his representation of responsibility for sin the 

apostle is apparently not quite uniform. Consistent in his view that 

there is guilt only where law is, he seems in Rom. s"· 14 to imply that it 

exists only where there is explicit published law, but in 1 111-210 clearly holds 

that suppression of truth, violation of law, however revealed, involves 

guilt. So, also, death is in Rom. 511, " traced, not to the sin which being 

against law is imputed, but to the primal sin of Adam, shared by his de­

scendants, but not imputed to the individual descendant who was not 

under law. On the other hand, in Rom. 71-u, its cause is found in the con­

scious disobedience of known commandments. Personal responsibility is 

even more explicitly set forth without reference to heredity in, I 18 2•, the 

basis of condemnation being, as pointed out above, in the suppression of 

truth-and action contrary to it. 
In this conception of sin as a force dormant in the individual until the 

coming of the commandment (Rom. 78• 13), the thought of the apostle ap­

proximates the rabbinic idea of the evil impulse (ye,er hara). Yet the 

Pauline dq.1.a:p't"la: differs from the ye,er hara in that the latter designates 

not the doing of sin, but a force operative in the conscious life and impelling 

one to evil conduct, while with Paul cxµocp't"(a: is primarily the doing of sin, 

and when used by metonymy denotes the impulse, tendency, or habit which 

is dormant till roused to life by the commandment. Nor is sin identified 

with the ye,er hara in Jas. r", where if eTC18uµ.(a: denotes the evil impulse it 

is expressly distinguished from sin, being made the cause of it. 
The fourth gospel, like the synoptists, connects sin with the devil; but 

as clearly insists upon personal responsibility, and finds the ground of con­

demnation, which is death, in resistance to light possessed. See above, 

p. 442. 

Similar is the doctrine of James except that the evil impulse, eTC18u,1(a:, 

furnishes the force that tends to sin. But the fatalistic view is expressly 

rejected, personal responsibility affirmed and grounded in the possession 

of knowledge of the good. As in other N. T. writers death is the penalty 

of sin. See Jas. r•t-1• 411• 

In all these writers, therefore, sin is non-conformity to the divine stand­

ard of character and conduct, and, whatever the influence contributing to 

it, involves individual guilt, whenever its non-conformity to the standard 

of right is perceived by the wrong-doer. 

XIV. NOMO~. 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

N6µ.o~ (from veµ.w) means properly "that which is distn'buted, appor­

tioned, appointed." From this primary meaning to the meaning which 

it came later to have, "law" very much in the present, technical sense of 
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the English word, "statute," "ordinance," or "a body or code of statutes," 

the development of v6µoc; has not as yet been traced with sufficient fulness 
and exactness to make assured statements possible. The lexicons are all 

deficient at this point. The following outline, however, is believed to give 
an approximately correct representation of classical usage. The word first 

appears in Greek literature in Hesiod. From Hesiod down to N. T. times 
at least, the general idea underlying all its uses in extant non-biblical lit­

erature seems to be that of the expression of the thought or will of one mind 

or group of minds intended or tending to control the thought or action of 
others. Where it first appears in Hesiod, it may perhaps best be defined 

as an established way of doing things which seems imposed upon men or 

animals by some necessity outside of themselves, this necessity being in 
most, if not in all cases, referred to the will of the gods (Hes. Theog. 66, 417; 

Op. 276, 388). It is distinguished from o{x?J, on the one hand, in that it 

is not necessarily moral-in fact, v6µoc; may be quite opposed to o{x?J, 

Hes. Op. 276-and, on the other, from fi8oc;, probably by the greater 
fixity and necessity attaching to it. In later authors two distinguishable 

senses appear. On the one hand, there is found a laxer usage, sometimes 

closely approaching, though probably never quite arriving at, the mean­

ing "custom, convention." See Pind. Isth. 2. 55; Pind. ap. Hdt. 3"; Hdt. 

4"; Aristot. Eth. Nie. I 3• (1094 b10). On the other hand, it means what 
we most commonly mean by "law," i. e., a rule of action prescribed by 

authority. In this general sense: 
1. It may refer to a single rule, the authority issuing it and enforcing 

it (a) being conceived of as divine (cf. ,Esch. Eum. 448; Soph. Track. n77; 
in the plur. Soph. Ant. 453); or (b) conceived to be of human origin (Pind. 
Nem. 1061). In the plural the word is used of a collection or code of laws, 

obtaining in a state (Aristot. Rhet. 2 11 [1398 b st'•)); so especially of Salon's 
laws at Athens; Draco's laws were called by the older name, 8tµta-rec;. 

2. In the singular collectively, it may denote a written civil code, v6µoc; 

Tatoc;, or a body of unwritten principles, v6µoc; xotv6c;, equivalent to o{xcztov, 

the principles being chiefly ethical and common to all men: Aristot. 

Rhet. I 10• (1368 b•ff.) Rhet. ad Alex. 1 {2) (1421 b,16ff-). According to 

L. V. Schmidt, Die Ethik der alten Griechen, p. 202, the sharp distinction of 

18'1) "customs," from v6µoc; "law/' does not appear until post-classical 

times, e. g., Polyb. 6. 471• q>uatc; is at times distinguished from v6µoc; (Plato, 

Prot. 337D: "For by nature like is akin to like, whereas law is the tyrant 

of mankind, and often compels us to do many things that are against 

nature"; Aristot. Eth. Nie. I 3• [1094 b10]); at other times it is made the 
basis of v6µoc;, e. g., by the Stoics. But the term v6µoc; q>uaewc; did not, 

either in the Stoics' usage (cf. F. C. French, The Concept of Law in Ethics, 

chap. I, § 4, pp. 6 ff.) or in that of other writers (e. g., Plato, Tim. 83E, 

where it probably means simply "demands of nature") mean to the ancient 
, mind what "law of nature" means in modern scientific terminology, a 
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formula expressing the observed regular recurrence of an event or a sequence 
of events in nature. The meaning, "musical mode or strain," "a kind of 
ode," in which v6µoc; is also found, is easily derivable from the etymological 
ground meaning of the word. It is, in fact, merely an application of this 
meaning to music. It seems never to have had any appreciable influence 
upon v6µoc; meaning "law." 

II. HEBREW USAGE OF n11r-,. 

n11r-1 (cf. n11n, "to point out the way") means primarily "direction" 

given to another. It is of frequent occurrence in O. T., signifying: 
1. Direction, instruction concerning a specific matter, such as offerings, 

etc., (a) an oral direction or decision, as of priest or judge: .Deut. 1711 

J er. 1818 (cf. Mic. 3 ", and Driver, Joel and A mos, p. 230, in Cambridge Bible 
for S:,"hools). (b) A formulated rule or statute, concerning a specific 
matter: Lev. 6•: "This is the law of the burnt offering." See also Ex. 1219 

Lev. 147 Nu. S", et freq. in Lev. and Nu. In 2 Ki. 17', quite exceptionally 
in the sense "custom," "manner/' 

2. Ethical and religious instruction: (a) In general, the instruction or 
advice of parent, prophet, or sage: Prov. 6zo: "My son, keep the co=and­
ment of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother." See also 
Ps. 781 Prov. 4• 1314• (b) Specifically the will of God announced by a 
prophet; reference being had not to a code or definitely formulated body 
of statutes, but to the will of God in general, as defined by the context. 
Hence, the revealed will of God: Mic. 4•: "For out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem." See also Ex. 13• 

16•· 11 Ps. 40• (•) Zech. 712 Isa. 1 1• 2• S" 42~•, etc. Jer. 611 Lam. 2•. 

3. A definitely formulated body of statutes, or ordinances, whether 
ethical, religious, or civil, but in general in accordance with the Hebrew 
conception of the origiµ of the law, conceived of as divinely authorised: 
(a) The substance and content of such law; used especially of the law of 
Moses in whole or in part: Deut. 1• (and elsewhere in Deut.), of the body of 
ethical and religious instructions, contained in that book; Ex. 2411

, the law 
written on tables of stone; Josh. 811 2 Ki. 14• 23", the law of Moses; 
x Chr. 2211 Ps. 78•· 1• Dan. 91•, et freq. (b) The book containing the law: 
Neh. 8•· •. In 1 Ki. 21 2 Chr. 2318, also, the reference is in a sense to 
the book, but still to its content, its requirements, not to the material 
book-and these passages therefore belong under (a) rather than here. 

III. USAGE OF THE SEPTUAGINT. 

N6µoc;, used by the Lxx by far most frequently for n11r-1, but also 

occasionally for ;;-~~- j,n, n1, etc., differs very slightly in force and usage 

from n11r-1, chiefly in that it is employed somewhat more frequently of 

a specific statute, and occasionally as the translation of n1 for the civil· 
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law of a heathen nation or the royal decree of a heathen king: Ezr. 7": 
v6µoY 'toii 8eoii >tcd v6µov 'toii ~ixatAt!w,;. Esth. 1 19 , >t<XTd: TOU<; v6µou,; M iJowv 

xixl Ilepawv. Esth. 1", Ii v6µo,; Ii 1nro Toii ~ixatAt!w,;. 

IV. USAGE OF THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA. 

N6µo,; in the Apocr. and Pseudepig. differs from n1,n in the Hebrew, 

and v6µoi; in the Lxx, chiefly in that on the one side the meaning "direc­
tion," "instruction," is disappearing, the word tending to denote more 

constantly a definitely formulated statute or code, and on the other in that 

this latter conception is in the process of being generalised into that of 
law in the abstract, i. e., apart from the question of the particular form 

of its expression. Usage may be formulated as follows: 

1. A formulated statute or decree, ·whether ethical, religious, or civil. 

l Mac. 2", 'tOY v6µov 'toii ~ixatAt!w,;. 1037 : 1topeufo8waa:v 'tot<; v6µot<; a:u'twv. 

13• Wisd. 9•: ev auvfoet xplaew,; xix! v6µou. 2 Mac. 2 22 31, etc. It is a 
peculiarity of the style of 2 Mac. that it commonly uses the term v6µot 

(pl.) to denote that body of statutes and instruction which elsewhere in 
0. T. and N. T. is usually called n·;1n, v6µo,; (sing.). 

2. Ethical and religious instruction. This sense, so frequently expressed 

by ;i1m, is rarely expressed by v6µoi; in the Apocr. In Sir. 4419 : 

"Abraham kept the law of the Most High," "law" means in general "will," 

unless the passage involves an anachronism or the conception (found in the 
later Jewish writings) of the law as antedating Moses. In Wisd. 618 v6µot 

apparently means "precepts" or "instructions" of Wisdom. But it is 
evident that in this period v6µoi; is surrendering the general meaning 

"instruction" and coming to denote something more formal and fixed. 

3. A formulated body of statutes, ordinances, or instructions. Used 
with reference to: (a) The law of Israel, usually spoken of as "the law of 

Moses," the "law of the Most High," or, simply, "the law." (i) The 

content of the law, usually its rules and precepts: 1 Esd. 1", ev 't,ji v6µ1j) 

xuplou. 5", wi; €1tt'tS't<Xlt't<Xt ev 't,ji v6µ1jl, 8• Toh. 1 8 (N) Wisd. 16' Sir. 

pro!. (bis) 2" 9" 1 Mac. 1"• "· "· 17 2 Mac. 1• 2•, • Ps. Sol. 141 et freq. In 
Sir. it is sometimes used with special reference to the ethical contents 

of the law in distinction from its ceremonial prescriptions: Sir. 351 : 

o auY't'l)pwv v6µov 1tAeovcx~et, 3215 : b ~'IJ'tWY v6µov t!µ1tA'l)a8iJae'ta:t a:u'toii. See 

also 32". In 2 Mac. 218 10", it refers especially to the promises of the 

law. (ii) The book containing the law: 1 Esd. 9"· ""· "; Sir. pro!. ter. 

(b) With primary reference still to the divine law given to Israel, v6µoi; 

is used with emphasis upon its authoritative character as law, rather than 
on the form of its embodiment in the law of Moses, and thus approximates 

the conception of (divine) law as such, without reference to the specific 

form in which it has been expressed. It is difficult or impossible, especially 

by reason of the laxity in the use of the article in the Apocrypha, to draw a 

sharp line of distinction between the instances that belong here and those 
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which fall under 3 a (i). But there can be no doubt that some of the 
instances in Wisd. and Sir. of v611-oc; without the article, belong here. Wisd. 
2" 6• Sir. 1920

: iv 'ltOCO"lJ aoq,(q; 'lto!11a1c; v611-ou, see also v.". This general 
sense of the term is especially clear when with descriptive epithets added 

it is used qualitatively; thus in Sir. 45•, v611-oc; '(,wijc; xcd S'lttCl'n)IJ.1J<;, "a law 
of life and knowledge." 

4. By metonymy 11611-oc; denotes a force or custom which, being put forth 
as a guide of action, has the effect of law: Wisd. 2 11; cf. 1411• 

It is especially important to observe that M;.11'1 in Heb. and v6µoc; in the 

Lxx and Apocr. denote law in the imperative sense; it is the address of one 

will to another demanding obedience. It is not a mere statement of usage 
or custom. It is not the formula in accordance with which certain things 

customarily or invariably happen. It is a command, instruction, a body 

of te:i,i;hing or demands to which obedience is required. CJ. Classical 

Usage, p. 444, fin. 
V. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

In N. T., as in classical writers, 0. T., and Apocr., v6p.oc; is employed in 
the imperative, not in the declarative sense. It is not the formula express­
ing a general fact, but a principle, or statute, or body of instruction, which 

calls for obedience. Any exceptions to this statement are due simply to a 
lax use of the word as the equivalent of ypo:q,fi or to conscious metonymy. 

The conception that law proceeds from God so pervades N. T. that the 
word v6µoc; itself conveys the thought of divine law unless the context 

gives it a more general reference. Especially by reason of the extensive 

and varied use of the term by the apostle Paul in his controversial writings, 

its usage is much more complex than in the 0. T. books. 

To understand its development it is necessary to have in mind the points 
at issue in the controversy in which Jesus and, even more explicitly, Paul, 

were involved through their opposition to Pharisaic ideas of righteousness 

and law. 

The common reference of the term among the Jews was, of course, to the 
legislative system ascribed to Moses. This was par eminence o v6µoc;. On 

the basis of this system Pharisaism had erected what at least tended to 
become a rigid external legalism, according to which God demanded obedi­
ence to statutes, and approved or disapproved men according as they ren­

dered or failed to render such obedience.• Ethical principles and motives 
were in large measure lost sight of, not character, but deeds of obedience to 

statutes, counted as assets in the counting-room of the Great Accountant. 

• It must, of course, be recognised that different views prevailed among Jewish, and even 

among Pharisaic thinkers, as is illustrated, •· g., in the more strenuous legalism of the book 

of Jubilees, and the more liberal views of the almost precisely contemporary Testament of 
the Twelve Patriarchs. See Ch.AP. II 294. Besides that extreme type of legalism which 
Paul opposed, other views were held then and later, some of them closely approximating cer­

tain aspects of Paul's own thought. But the evidence seems to indicate that the view against 
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The Gentile did not obey, he did not even know, the statutes of the law; he 
had therefore no standing before God; the publican did not conform to the 

statutes as Pharisaism interpreted them; therefore he was accursed. This 
rigid legalism was indeed tempered in one respect, viz., by the ascription 

to God of favouritism towards the Jew as the son of Abraham, whose cov­

enant relation to God was sealed by the rite of circumcision,* a qualification 
however, which served only more completely to de-ethicalise the law. Over 

against this legalism reached by an exclusive emphasis on statutes, both 

Jesus and Paul discover in the law certain fundamental ethical principles, 

and declare that in them the law consists, and that by the subjection of the 
life to them men become the objects of divine approval (Mt. 7n 22•• 
Gal. 514 : b rd:p 'lta<; v6µo<; ev avl Mr<p. Rom. 13•: b rcxp &:ra:'ltWV 't"OV E't"Epov 

v6µov 1t!1t):fipw:x.ev. There thus arises a purely ethical sense of the word, 

representing a conception of law at the opposite extreme from that held by 
the Pharisees. 

But the controversies of Paul also forced him to meet his opponents more 
nearly on their own ground and to employ the word "law" with yet other 

shades of discrimination of meaning. The Pharisaic doctrine of God's 

partiality for the Jew rested upon an interpretation of the covenant with 
Abraham according to which God had made certain promises to the seed 

of Abraham. Instead of directly controverting the Pharisaic definition, 

which the legalistic language of O. T. rendered somewhat difficult, Paul 
at times, and to a certain extent, takes the Pharisaic opponent on his 

own ground and attacks his conception of law through an attack upon his 

notion of the covenant. Respecting this he maintains first that it was not 
legalistic, but ethical, essentially a covenant not of circumcision and with 

the circumcised seed of Abraham, but of faith and with those that entered 

into relation with God through faith. This is the substance of his conten­
tion in Gal. 31-•, where the expression "sons of Abraham" is practically 

equivalent to participators in the Abrahamic covenant. Again he con­

tends that this covenant of faith was not set aside by the law that came in 

through Moses, but that it remained in force through the whole period of 

the law, conditioning the law, so that, whatever function the law had, man's 

relation to God was never determined by law alone viewed as the expression 

of a legalistic system. This is his contention in Gal. 317• In this argument 

which Paul contended was very influential in his day, and it is in any case that with which 
in our effort to understand N. T. usage we are chiefly concerned. CJ. Bous. Rel. d. Jud.•, 
pp. 136-150, esp. p. 145: "Was wiI von Hille! und Schammai und ihren beiderseitigen Schulen 

wissen, das stimmt ganz zu dem Bilde das wir von den Schriftgelehrten und Pharisaern zu 
machen gewohnt sin d." 

• The nature of the position which Paul was combating appears in the fact that the stress 

of his argument in Rom., chap. 2 (esp. vv."·"), is against the thought that the Jew, just 
because he is a Jew, possessed of the law and circumcised, is secure of God's favour. Only 

as an appendix does he in 31 ·", in answer to the contention of him who might set up the 
claim of sinlessness, declare that there is in fact no one who can successfully make such 

a claim. 
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Paul does not deny but rather admits that the law, if viewed by itself and in 
detachment from the ethicalism of the covenant that preceded it and prop­
erly conditioned it, and from the ethicalism that underlay its very statutes 

themselves, was legalistic, a body of statutes demanding obedience and 
denouncing penalties on all who failed fully to obey them; he could himself 

speak of the law in this sense (Gal. 310, 11). What he denied was that the 
law so understood was ever intended to constitute the whole and sole basis 

on which man stood before God and was judged by him. But it will be 

evident that while Paul's essential view remains unchanged, the precise 
meaning of the term as used by him varies not only according as he is view­

ing the law as the embodiment of ethical principles or as a code of statutes, 
but also according as, while bearing in mind its character a!\ a code of 
statutes, he thinks of it in distinction from or as combined with and con­

ditioned by the ethicalism of the covenant. 

If now it be borne in mind that Paul also maintained that the law as a 
system of statutes ceased to be in force when Christ came, we may perhaps 

aid ourselves to grasp the apostle's thought by the following diagram: 

ABRAHAlol MOSES CHRIST 

a b C d 

e f 

g h i 

k l m n 

Let abcd represent the covenant with Abraham, never abrogated, inter­

preted by Paul as essentially ethical in character and permanent. Let 
klmn represent the same covenant as the Pharisee interpreted it, making 

it the basis of a permanent favouritism of God towards Israel. Let ef and 

gh together represent the law that came in through Moses; ef its statutes, 
gh its underlying ethical principles. The statutes according to Paul are 

in force from Moses to Christ; the ethical principles are of permanent 

validity. CJ. also Mt. 518• But it is not always pertinent to make these 

distinctions. 
If, then, Paul is speaking in simple, historical fashion without reference 

to the controversies that had gathered around the term "law" and compelled 
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discrimination between its different phases and aspects, or if in the midst 

of such controversy he desires to speak of that objective thing which both 
he and his opponents had in mind, however much they differed in their 

interpretation of its significance, then he ignores all the distinctions indi­
cated by ef and gh or the relation of these to be or lm, and means by the 

law simply the system that came in through Moses. This is clearly the 

case in Rom. 2 18, -x.a-nixouµevo<; h. 't"oii v6µou. So also in Rom. 2 12, oaot ev 

v6µ(jl ljµcxp't"oY, except that he is here speaking qualitatively of such a 

system as that of Moses, a concrete objection expressive of the will of God 

as such. 
But Rom. 2 12-1• shows clearly that alongside of this conception of law 

Paul held also another which differed from this precisely in that it lacked 
the idea of expression in a concrete objective system. The teaching of this 

passage is of prime importance for the understanding of Paul's conception 

of law and his use of the term. In v. 11 Paul classifies sinful men (those pre­

viously described in v.• as ol e~ ept8lcxc; -x.a\ cl:,m8oiiY't"ec; tji cl:).'1)8eli;i 

,m86µ.evot lie 't"TJ cl:otxli;i and in v.• as ol -x.anpyo:1;6µ.evot 't"O xcx:x.6v), into 

two classes, llaot cl:v6µwc; ljµcxp't"oY and llaot ev v6[J.(jl ljµcxp't"OY. It is evident 
therefore that there is a sense of the word "law" which represents some­

thing that not all men possess, and the context makes it clear that this is 

law such as the Jew possessed, law definitely promulgated in concrete 

objective form. But v." affirms that all in fact possess law, that those 

who are without law, v6µov ILTJ rtxoY't"e<;, are in truth a law to themselves; 
i. e., possess a knowledge of God's will, though not in concrete objective 

form as the Jews have it. It does not indeed follow that the term v6µoc; 

as used in the expression acxu't"oi<; dalv v6µoc; signifies specifically a law 

not in objective form. Indeed it is more probable that the word v6µoc; in 
this phrase is broad enough to cover any revelation of God's will, whether 

definitely promulgated or not. For in the connection of v.11, ou yap 

ol cl:xpocx't"cxl v6µou olxcxtot 'ltcxpa 't"IJ) 8e0, cl:).).' ol 'ltOt'l)'t"cxl v6µou otxcxtw­

llfiaoY't"cxt, with v.ub it is involved that v6µou in v. 11 covers such a law as is 

referred to in v. 12, the law the possession of which is the distinguishing 

mark of the Jew; and in the relation of v." to v. 13 it is equally involved 

that v6µou of v.13 covers the law which is possessed by those who have no 

such objective law. For the purpose of v. 11 is to prove that the Gentiles 

't"a ILTJ l,coY't"cx v6µov are also cl:xpocx't"cxl v6µou in that ecxu't"oic; dalv v6µoc;. 

But if v6µoc; in v." has this inclusive sense, signifying revelation of God's 

will without reference to the form of revelation, then it is superfluous to 

give to v6µoc; in ecxu't"oic; e!alv v6µoc; a more specific sense. For though it 

is clear from the rest of the verse that the law referred to was in fact not in 

concrete objective form, the aim of the apostle is plainly not by the term 
v6µoc; to affirm this specific quality but rather to affirm that which it has 

in common with v6µoc; previously spoken of. This passage therefore fur­

nishes clear evidence that Paul employed v6µoc; of divine law both in a 
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more and in a less specific sense, using it either to denote an objective 

revelation of God's will such as is found in 0. T. (with the article that 

revelation itself) or for revelation of God's will as such without reference 

to the form of its expression; in the latter case, therefore, with a meaning 

broad enough to include both such a law as that of 0. T. and the law which 

the Gentile possessed in himself. This use of the term, therefore, not only 

ignores the distinction between ef and gh, but also eliminates from the 

meaning of the term all thought of the form in which the will of God is 
made known to .men. 

But it is of capital importance to observe that when Paul is thus speaking 

of divine law in the most general sense, he affirms that the doers of law are 

justified before God, Rom. 2 11• Nor can it be affirmed that this is a purely 

theoretical statement of which there are and can be no examples: For not 

only is_there no hint of hypothetical character in the categorical statement 

of the verse, but the impossibility of joining v.10, !11 i iJIUP/1 '.)(.p£111t b 6e6c;, 

etc., with v.15 compels the recognition of vv.14, 15 as a parenthesis and the 

connection of v.10 with v.13, whereby the definitely objective and unhypo­

thetical character of the assertion is clearly established. This view of the 

passage is moreover confirmed by the self-consistency which the argument 

thus acquires, and by the perfectly objective character of the statement to 

the same effect in vv.•·11, in which the apostle clearly affirms that God will 

judge men according to the motive and conduct of their lives, and to those 

who by patient continuance in good work seek for glory and honour and 

incorruption, will render eternal life, and to every one that doeth good, 

glory and honour and peace. This is substantially the doctrine of the 

prophets, that God approves and saves those who work righteousness, 

whose purpose it is to do God's will. (CJ: detached note on A!:K.Oetoc;, etc., 

II A. 4, p. 462.) 
But the apostle does not always speak thus inclusively of both elements 

of the law, or so ignore the distinction between them. Indeed oftener than 

otherwise he seems to have clearly before him the distinction between the 

specific statutory requirements of the law and its ethical principles; yet he 

can apply the term 116µ.o,; to either the one or the other. Thus if he is 

speaking, as the exigencies of controversy often compelled him to speak, of 

the law as a body of statutes, distinct alike from the covenant, abc, which 

preceded them and ran parallel to them, and from the element of ethical 

principle, gh, which underlay and ran through them, a legalistic system 

which constituted not the whole of that regime under which by divine 

appointment the Jew lived from Moses to Christ, but an element of it, then 

he calls this, ef, the law, and means by 116µ.o,; a purely legalistic system. 

This is most clearly the case in such passages as Gal. 310, 11 : llaot -yd:p 

a~ lp-yw11 116µ.ou e!alv uito '.)(.0:-t&pcxv e!a!v" -ys-ypo:it-to:t -yd:p o-tt a'ltt'.)(.ez'tapo:-toc; 

'ltei<; !le; OU'.)(. aµ.µ.s11et 'lteiO't11 -toic; -ye-ypo:µ.11,£VOt<; £11 'tcj> ~t~Al<t> 'tOU 116µ.ou 'tOU 

'ltOtijO'<Xt o:u-t&. O'tt Ill £11 v6µ.<i> ou!ldc; ~h'.)(.(ZtOU'tO:t 'lto:l)IX -tci> 6scj> !Sij).011, 
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etc. That in this and other like passages Paul is not using v6f1,oc; in the 
same sense as in Rom. 2 1,_,, is evident because in the one he expressly affirms 

that no one is justified by works of law and as clearly implies that the reason 
is that law demands an absolutely complete and full obedience to its de­

mands, such as no man in fact renders, while the other implies that they 
and they only are accepted of God who are doers of law, thereby distinctly

1 
implying that in the actual judgment of God men are approved for doing 
the things that are required by the law. The explanation of the difference 

lies in a difference in the meanings of the term "law," of which the passages 

themselves furnish the evidence. In the passage in Gal. Paul is speaking 
not of law in its totality and actuality as the revealed will of God, as is 

seen in that he sets the law in antithesis to other declarations of scripture 

which he evidently accepts as expressing the will of God (312), but of the 

legalistic element in 0. T., isolated and set off by itself, that element which 
if it were expressive of the whole will of God would be simply a sentence of 

universal condemnation. In the other passage, on the contrary, he is speak­

ing of the revealed will of God as a whole, whether expressed in 0. T. as 

a whole or revealed in the conscience of the Gentile, but in which in either 
case God is disclosed not as judging without mercy, condemning every one 

in whom is found any shortcoming or transgression, but as approving him 

who does good, who with patient continuance in well-doing seeks for glory 

and honour and incorruption, and condemning those who work that which 
is evil, who disobey the truth and obey iniquity (Rom. 2•·11). Of law in 

the sense which is gained by isolating the purely legalistic element of 

O. T. and speaking of it by itself, Paul can say very different things from 

that which he says of the law as the will of God broadly and justly 

understood. 
It is of great importance for the understanding of Paul to recognise that 

law in the legalistic sense was an actual, not a merely hypothetical exist­

ence, yet that it was never alone and by itself the basis of God's action 

towards men. There never was a period of pure legalism except in the 

erroneous thoughts of men. Might not one argue in somewhat the same 

way about the law of war? Had he maintained that this legalistic element 

thus isolated in fact before the coming of Christ held full sway in God's 

government of the world, unqualified by covenant or ethical principle, he 

would have predicated for this period an absolute legalism, which would 

have pronounced sentence of condemnation on every man who in any 

respect failed to fulfil all the co=ands of the law. It might even seem 

that he does this in Gal. 310·"· But against this are the reasons already 
urged: first, that in this very passage he cites 0. T. as teaching the precise 

contrary of this legalism, making faith the basis of acceptance with God 

(Gal. 311); and second, that in Rom. 2•·11, he iikewise clearly makes the 
basis of divine acceptance, not legalistic-a perfect conformity to all the 

things written in the book of the law-but ethical, character as shown in 
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purpose and conduct. And when we exan,ine his language in the passage 
in Gal., we find that he does not say that God deals with men on the basis 
of such legalism, or that law so understood actually held unqualified sway, 
but only that law in that sense in which it can be set over against the other 

teaching of scripture, pronounces such sentence. It is necessary, therefore, 
to understand him as here isolating law in thought and affirming of it that 

which is true ofit as a legal system pure and simple, but not affirming that 

it constituted the total basis of God's relation to men. 
Had Paul qualified this absolute legalism by the Pharisaic notion of God's 

covenant (that is, if separating ef both from be and from gh, he had com­
bined it with lm and called this the law), he would have used the term prac­

tically as the Pharisee used it, and if he had believed this to repr!!5Cnt God's 
actual attitude to men, he would have held the Pharisaic doctrine. He 

does indeed show that he is familiar with this notion of law, and in speak­

ing of the Jewish position, notably in Rom. 211, he comes so near to using 
the term in this sense that we should not seriously misrepresent his thought 

if we should take the term as representing this Pharisaic thought. Yet 

even here it is perhaps best to suppose that Paul was using the term in a 
sense wtich represented for him a reality, viz., as referring to the law as an 

actual historic regime. CJ. 2 (a), p. 455. 
But Paul did not always emphasise the purely legalistic element when 

he resolved law into its elements. In truth, it was rather the element of 
ethical principle than that of formulated statute, gh rather than ef, that 

represente.d for Paul the true will of God, the real 116µ.oc;. And when he 

was free from the stress of controversy which compelled him to shape his 
use of terms in large part by that of his opponents, he could use the word 

with exclusive emphasis upon the ethical· principles of the law. This he 

clearly does in Gal. s": o r&p 'lt~c; v6µ.oc; ev M ).6r~ 'ltS'ltAT)p<,l'tGCI, iv 'tlji 

a1cx~ae,c; -i;ov 'ltA-r,a!ov aou we; ascxu-i;6v. This he does also in Rom. 131 : 

o 1&p cx1cx'ltwv -i;ov l-i;spov v6µ.ov 'lte'ltA1Jpwxsv. See also v.1•. That the term 

v6µ.oc; is used in the former passage in a sense which not simply empha­

sises the ethical principle which is at the heart of the law, but does so to the . 

exciusion of the statutory requirements of the law, is clear from the fact 
that, while the apostle fervently exhorts the Galatians not to yield obedience 
to the command to be circumcised, he clearly implies that the law as he is 

here speaking of it, is to be fulfilled by them. In this passage, therefore, 

the element of ethical principle, gh in the diagram, is isolated and treated 

as constituting the law. And this meaning once clearly established by 

such passages as those cited is then seen to satisfy best the requirements of 

the context of not a few other passages.* See 2 (d), p. 458. 

• That the line of discrimination between law to be fulfilled and law not to be obeyed is 
between the ethical principle and the statutes as such, not between ethical and· ceremonial 
statutes, is shown by Paul's bold application of his.principle in 1 Cor. 6» {c/. also 1o"), where 

he refuses to condemn even unchastity on the ground that it is unlawful, but strenuously 
condemns it because it destroys one's fellowship with Christ. 
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It might seem that this meaning of the word is identical with that assigned 
above to Rom. 2", eotu'totc; e!alv v6µoc;. Nor is it needful to suppose that 

the law as spoken of in the two classes of passages is of different content. 
The elements of the concept are, however, different in the two cases. The 

distinction which Rom. 2" makes is (a) that between law objectively 
promulgated, and law, whether objectively promulgated or not, vbµoc; in 
,;a: ti,TJ vbµov lxov-tot signifying a law thus objectively promulgated and 

v6µoc; in eotu-totc; elalv v6µoc;, denoting a disclosure of the divine will 
without reference to whether it is so promulgated or not. In Gal. S" the 

distinction that is in mind is (b) that between statutes and ethical princi­
ples, and o v6µoc; means the law inclusive of ethical principles, and exclusive 

of statutes (save as these are involved in the principles). These two dis­
tinctions are by no means equivalent; for, while a law not definitely promul­

gated can not easily be thought of as consisting in statutes, yet it is not 

impossible that the law which men create for themselves or which their 
conduct reflects should take the form of rules rather than principles, and 

it is by no means impossible that a law definitely and formally promulgated 

should be expressed in principles, or reduced to a single principle, rather 
than in a multiplicity of specific statutes. Indeed it is of a law definitely 

promulgated that Paul seems to be speaking in Gal. s" and 6•. Moreover, 
the two passages differ in this, that, while in Rom. 2" distinction (b) is not 

at all present to the mind, and distinction (a) furnishes the solution of the 

paradox of the sentence, in Gal. s" on the other hand, distinction (a) is 
alien to the thought of the passage (though it is in fact a definitely promul­

gated law of which the apostle is speaking), and distinction (b) is distinctly 
present, and o ••• v6µoc; denotes law as consisting of ethical principles, 
not law as consisting of statutory rules. 

For the formulation of a complete exhibit of N. T. usage account must 
also be taken of the fact that most, if not all, of these various senses of the 

word may be used either specifically with reference to the law in question, 
this definiteness of reference being usually indicated by the article, or with­

out the article, qualitatively, the thing referred to being often the same 

historic fact that would be denoted by o vbµoc;, but the word describing it 

not as the law, but as a law or a.s law, having the qualities for which the 

term stands.* Such an exhibit must also include certain less frequent senses 
of the word not specifically mentioned above. 

The arrangement of meanings in the following tabulationt is in the main 

that which is suggested by genetic relations. The first meaning, though of 

comparatively infrequent occurrence in N. T., is probably closer to the 
original sense, both of the Greek v6µoc; and of the Hebrew :,;1r-i, than 

• See Slaten, "The Qualitative Use of No/LO< in the Pauline Epistles" in AJT. I9I9, 
pp. 213-217, and SIQN. pp. 35-40. 

t If any reader approaches such a tabulation of usage with a presumption in favour of 
finding, in Paul at least, hut one meaning of the word, rather than a variety of meanings, 
such presumption ought to be overthrown by an examination of the passages already dis• 
cussed. See, e. f., Rom. 3" 7" 8•· •· •, in each of which Paul clearly sets law over against 
la.w. Or compare Rom. 2 11 with Rom. 3" and Gal. 2 10, in which formally contradictory 
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those which follow. But it is the second meaning that is the real starting­
point of N. T., and especially of Pauline, usage. To Paul Ii v6µoc; was, save 

in exceptional cases, the revealed will of God, and the primary reference 

of the term was to the revelation of that will in 0. T. 
1. A single statute or principle, ethical, religious, or civil (cf. Pind. Nem. 

10. 51; Ex. 12° Lev. 6•, etc.): Rom. 7•b, IX1t0 -rou wµou -rou avap6c;, "from 

the statute concerning marriage"; Rom. 7• Heb. 810 1011• 

2. Divine law, the revealed will of God in general, or a body of statutes, 

ordinances, or .instructions expressing that will. Under this head fall the 
great majority of all the N. T. instances of the word. But for the purposes 

of the interpreter, and for reasons indicated above, it is necessary to recog­

nise four specific modifications of the general sense above statecJ.. 
(a) Divine law, expression of the divine will, viewed as a concrete fact, or 

as a historic regime of which such expression is the characteristic feature. 
The expression may be mandatory, or condemnatory, or approbatory, since 

will may be expressed in any of these ways. In this use the term is colour­

less as concerns the distinction between general principles and specific 
statutes, and as respects the qualification of the statutory system by any 

other elements of divine revelation; it refers simply to divine revelation as 
a concrete, historic fact without further definition of it. 

Most frequently it is the law of 0. T., or more specifically, the Mosaic 

code that is referred to, and this reference is indicated by the prefixing of 
the article designating the well-known or previously mentioned law. So in 

Mt. II 11 : 1t6:v-rec; ol 1tpoq,i')-t(ZI l!.(Zl Ii wµoc; l<.>c; 'lwa:wou e1tpoq,ii-reua(Z)I. 

12• 2211 23" Lk. 2n .... "· .. 1011 1611 Jn. 117 : I, wµoc; !itcl: MrouCffldc; !8661). 

7""· b, "· ., 8 [ •]· 17 Acts 6" 7" 15• 18•• 21••· "· ,. 22•• •• 23• Rom. 211, ••· ub 

31••· b 411 1 Cor. 9•• • 14" Heb. 7'· 11• 21•, b 919• "101• When the reference to 
the 0. T. law is indicated by the addition of Mrouafoc; or Kuplou the article 

is sometimes omitted. See Lk. 2" (cf. Acts 13", which, however, probably 
falls under (c); Heb. 10••). 

When the law viewed simply as a concrete fact or historic r~ime is spoken 
of qualitatively so that while the thing chiefly or even exclusively in mind 

is tile 0. T. law, yet it is thought of not specifically as the 0. T. system but 
simply in its character as law (historically or concretely viewed), the article 

is regularly omitted: Heb. 7"· 11 8• 10•.* Naturally examples of this usage 

assertions are made about law. Or, again, compare Rom. 6", 7• and Gal. 2 11 s• with Rom. 8• 
and Gal. 511, u, which disclose a similar antithesis of statement concerning law, which can 
be resolved only by recognising that Paul uses the term v6uof in different, if not even anti­
thetical, senses. 

• It might seem as if these and the previously cited examples from Heh. properly 
belong under (c), "law viewed as a purely legalistic system," since the author evidently has 
specially in mind the sacrificial and ritual elements of the law, and in 711 characterises it as 
a law of carnal commandment. But since there is in this epistle no antithesis between dif• 
ferent conceptions of law, such as is so clearly marked in Paul, it is gratuitous to assign to 
the author of Heh. those specialised meanings which are demanded in the case of Paul; it 
is truer to the point of view of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews to assign all these 
instances to the category of law viewed simply as a concrete historic regime. 
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occur in close connection with instances with the article. It is this sense of 
v6µo,;, concrete, objective expression of the will of God, qualitatively thought 
of, that underlies both clauses of Rom. 2 12 : 8aot yd:p cxv6{J,Wt; i\µa:p~ov, cxv6µw,; 

:ic.ocl cb:oAou~a:t, :ic.ocl llaot av v6µ,.. i\µaip~ov, aid: v6µou xptlli)aov~a:t. It is 
law in this sense that the Gentiles lack and the Jews possess. It is in the 

same sense of v6µo,; that the Gentiles are described in v." as ~d: µTJ v6µov 

fxo~a: and v6µov µTJ lxo~e,;. This is also the most probable sense in 

a"• 11, and in 311•• b.* 

But the context of 2"• " in which of those who are described as v6µov µTJ 

lxo~,,; it is immediately affirmed, ea:u~or,; dalv v6µo,;, shows clearly 

that Paul could also use the term v6µo,; without including the idea of con­
crete, objective expression, as in a code. Hence we recognise a second 

specific sense of v6µo,; denoting divine law: 
(b) Divine law in general, the will of God made known to men, but 

without reference to the manner of its expression, inclusive therefore of law 

as a historic regime, and of any other less objective forms of expression of 

the divine will. t 
As in the preceding usage, so here also the term may be used with the 

• It would be easy to judge that Rom. 511: ax,p, .,&µ.ov, s": .,.Sp.or ,,..,,,.,.-ij>.9,v, should be 
classed here on the ground that these passages clearly refer to the law as a concrete historic 
fact. That they do refer to the concrete historic fact is undoubtedly true, but not to it 

simply as such. A careful study of the context makes it clear that the apostle is thinking 
not of the whole institution of law. inclusive of all the elements of the system, and of this 
whole simply as a historical fact, but only of the legalistic element and aspect of the system, 

of law isolated from all other elements of divine revelation and set over ·against these other 
elements. These instances, therefore, belong not here but under (c). 

Similarly Gal. 311 might seem to demand classification under the historic sense. For 
while it is evident that in Gal., chap. 3, generally, it is the law legalistically interpreted that 
Paul is contending against, yet in 311 the expression "which came four hundred and thirty 

years afterwards" seems to give to the word•' law" to which it is attached an unequivocally 
historical sense. Yet it is also to be recognised that in his assertion that the law does not 
annul the covenant it is the displacing of the covenant by the principle of legalism that he 

is contending against. So that while it may be said that what he affirms both in the par­

ticipial phrase and in the negative predicate oinc a1<vpoi obviously applies to the law his­

torically understood, yet it is his thought of the legalistic element or interpretation of the law 

which leads Paul to make the statement. Thus his full thought would probably be expressed 
in some such fashion as this. "The law which came four hundred and thirty years after­

wards, which you affirm established the principle of justification by law, and in which I do 
not deny such a principle may be found, does not annul the promise." It seems necessary. 
therefore, to assign all the instances in this chapter to this head. 

It is noticeable that the use of vop.~ in the concrete historic sense, frequent in other parts 
of the N. T. is infrequent in Paul. It was a natural result of the controversies in which 

Paul was engaged and in connection with which he had chief occasion to use the term 
that when he spoke of the law or of law it was with some special aspect of the law in mind 

-either that which his own thought emphasised or that which bis opponents made prominent. 
t It is important to observe that this use of the term does not designate law without con­

crete historic expression, as the law of conscience or of the mind; concrete historic expression 

is not denied of the thing referred to, hut is eliminated from the definition. The relation of 

(al and <b) is illustrated, not by the categories, "black horse" and "not-black horse," but 
by "black horse" and "horse." 
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article and be definite, or without the article, and in that case be qualitative 
or indefinite: Rom. 2": ou -yd:p oi cb.poa1:ixi v6µou at:K.CZ101 "Jtapd: [1:tj>) 8elj>, 

r,.)...): oi 'ltOt'lj1:al v6µ.ou !ltxixtw81)aov1:ixt. CJ. p. 451. The qualitative force 

of the term without the article can be expressed in English by trans­
lating: "For not the law-hearers .... but the law-doers, etc." Here 

belongs also, as indicated above, Rom. 2"d: eau1:or~ forlv v6µo~. In 
2"h: 1:d: 1:00 v6µou 'ltOtoOa,v, it is impossible to tell with certainty whether 

1:00 v6µ.ou means the concrete historic law (of the Jew), the requirements of 

which the Gentile meets, though ignorant of the fact that they are so 
required, or more generally the law of God, without reference to the form 

of its presentation. In 1:0 lp-yov 1:00 v6µou, v.", the latter is quite clearly 
the meaning, and from this it may perhaps be inferred that the meaning 
is the same in v.uh. 

Since meaning (b) is simply (a) with the elimination of the idea of con­
crete, objective promulgation, it is easy to pass from the one sense to the 

other, and sometimes difficult to decide in which sense the term is employed. 

This is the case in Rom. 2"•· h, "· 27•• h. Yet it is probable thatin all these 
cases the term represented in the apostle's mind the more generalised con­
ception, and so that these instances fall under (b). 

The extreme of generalisation of the conception of the law of God is 

represented in Rom. 321, 01d: 'ltolou v6µou, and though in the answer to this 
question, 6.)...M otd: v6µou 'lt!a1:aw~, the content of the law is indicated by 

the word 1C!a1:ew~, in both question and answer v6µ.ou itself is wholly 

colourless as respects mode of expression. Similar to this latter case is 

Rom. 911, where v6µov 01xa1oauV1J~ signifies a law through which righteous­
ness could be achieved, but the word e<;>nveys no intimation pro or con 

respecting definite promulgation of such a law in a concrete system. 

The two preceding usages, differing by the inclusion or exclusion in the 

concept of the idea of concrete, historic expression, are alike in that both 

ignore the distinction between general ethical principle and specific stat­
utes. From these we pass then to the two uses to which this latter idea is 

of fundamental importance, and which are distinguished from one another 
precisely in that one emphasises statutes and the other principle. The 

first of these reflects most strongly the influence of Pharisaic thought, of 
which Paul's defence of his own conception compelled him to take account. 

(c) Divine law viewed as a purely legalistic system made up of statutes 

on the basis of obedience or disobedience to which it justifies or condemns 

men as matter of debt without grace; the law detached in thought and dis­

tinguished from all other elements or aspects of divine revelation, whether 

it be the ethical principle that underlay it, or the covenant that preceded it 

and qualified it, or the ethicalism that is demanded by the facts concerning 

the law written in the heart of the Gentile. All the instances of the word 

in this sense occur in the Pauline epistles. The occasion for such a use of 

the word by Paul was, as pointed out above, in the controversies in which 
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he was engaged. The possibility of its occurrence, as representing a reality 

and not merely an idea, lies in the fact that there are in the 0. T. certain 

passages which taken by themselves and strictly interpreted are expressive 

of pure legalism. The apostle might perhaps have challenged the strictly 

legalistic interpretation of such passages as Deut. 2720, which he quotes in 

Gal. 3": "Cursed is everyone who continueth not in all the things that are 

written in the book of the law to do them." He chose rather, admitting 

and even insisting upon the strictly legalistic meaning of these passages, 

to take, in effect, the position that such legalism was but one element of 

the revelation of the divine will, citing again.5t it the Abrahamic covenant 

( Gal. 315«.) and the utterance of prophecy (Gal. 312) and the psalmist 

( Rom. 4•«.). 

Used with the article (occasionally with other defining qualifications), 

the word in this sense refers to the legalistic element in the 0. T., or to the 

0. T. or any part of it, looked at as Paul's opponents looked at it, as through 

and through legalistic. Without the article it is qualitative, designating 

law as such Iegalistically understood, usually no doubt with special thought 

of the legalism of the 0. T. or of later Judaism, yet without strict or exclu­

sive reference to these. 

That instances of the word in this legalistic sense should occur in close 

connection with other usages, and that it is sometimes difficult to determine 

with certainty the meaning in adjacent instances, is not strange, since the 

entity referred to is in any case in part or in whole the same, and many 

assertions could be made of law in more than one sense of the word. Espe­

cially is it the case that the definite and the qualitative uses occur in close 

connection. The following list avoids a confusing minuteness of classifica­

tion by citing all the examples of the legalistic sense without further sub­

division:' Acts 13" Rom. 3toa, b 3"•· .. 411, "· ""· b s"•· b, to 6"· "7'· , ••. ta, b, 

•· •· •· 12, u, u g,h, • 10•, • 1 Cor. 9•••· b, •· d (cf. also ~oµ.o~ in v.11) 15" 

Gal. 211a, b. o, Ula, b, 21 32, ,. toa., b, 11, 12, 11, 1'1, 18, u. Ila, b, o, 13, '' 4.c, I, :!la, b s•· 
•· " Eph. 211 Phil. 3•• •· • I Tim. 1 8, •. Of this list a few examples will suf­

fice to illustrate the usage: Gal. 31•: llo-ot ,exp i~ ipywv v6µ.ou e!a!v 1l1to xm()all 

Elalv. 311 : 11-rt iv v6(J,<i) o~!le!~ 1lt:1t1Ztoii-r1Zt 'XIZpcx -r(j) 6e(j) !lij)..ov. Rom. 321 : vuvl 

!le x.wpl~ v6µ.ou 1ltxa:1oaU111J 6eou 'XE4?«Vipw-ra1. 10•: -raAo~ ycxp v6µ.ou Xp1a-ro~ E!~ 

1ltmtoaUll1)Y ?T:CltV'rl -r(j) 'ltta-reuov-rt. 

But as pointed out above, p. 448, the legalistic use of v6µ.o; is for the 

apostle Paul a case of adaptation, and the meaning which is congenial to 
his own thought is almost the exact opposite viz.: 

(d) Divine law conceived of as reduced to the ethical principle which 

constitutes its permanent element and essential demand, the perception 

, of which deprives the statutes as such of authority-law as centralised and 

summed up in love.* 

• Conformity to this principle fulfils law, but even this is, in Paul's view, the· result not 

of obedience to it in a strict and lesal sense of the word "obedience," but of an impulse and 
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This use of the word is by no means exclusively Pauline. It is found also 

in the gospels and in Jas. When the reference is to the 0. T. law looked 
at as embodying the great ethical principle, to which it is indeed reducible, 

or to the law of God inclusively viewed, without reference to the mode of 

its expression, the word is used with the article. When the law is qualita­
tively viewed, the word is without the article. 

This is clearly the sense of b v6µo<; in Mt. 712 : o~~oc; ,6:? ea-t1v b v6µ.oc; 

ito:l ol 1t?Olj?ll~o:1. The addition of the words ital ol 1t?oq,i)~a1 makes it 

evident that it is the law of God as expressed in O. T. that is specially in 
mind. See also Mt. 22'°. Not less certainly· is this the meaning in 

Mt. 517
• 

11 Lk. 1617, if these words come from Jesus, since it is beyond 
question clear that Jesus regarded many statutes of the law as invalid or 

no longer valid, and only the central ethical principle of the law as of per­

petual force. Gal. S", 0 "(et? 1tac; v6µoc; ev M ).6y<i> 'lt51tA1]p<,l~(III, ev ~0 
'Aro:1t1Jae1c; ~ov 1tAl)alov aou we; aeo:u~v, and Rom.13•• 10 are clear vouchers 
for this usage in Paul, and clear expressions of his view of the fundamental 

meaning of the law. In both cases it is the law of God with special refer­
ence to its expression in 0. T. that is in mind. It is difficult to say with 

certainty whether Rom. 7"· Hh, ... Gal. S" 6• should be classed here or 

regarded as examples of the more general sense indicated under (b). Here 

also belong probably all of the instances in Jas.: 126 28, •· 10, 11• "411.* 
3. By a metonymy due to the prominence given by the Jews to the law 

of 0. T. b v6µoc; designates the books that contain the law even when 

they are thought of without special reference to the law which they contain, 

but simply as scripture. Hence b v6µoc; [ito:l ol 1t?Olj?ll~o:1] becomes a 

name either for the books of Moses or f~r the scriptures in general without 

restriction either to the books of Moses or to the mandatory portions of 

other books: Lk. 24" Jn. 145 10•• 12" 15" Acts 1315 24" 28" Rom. 311b. 

4. By elimination of the idea of the divine authority of law, which indeed 

is not intrinsic in the word, but an acquired element of its meaning as 

usually employed in both 0. T. and N. T., v6µ.oc; comes to mean law as 
such without reference to its source or authority. The thing actually 
spoken of may be Jewish.or Roman law, or law without discrimination, but 

in any case without thought of its character as divine or human. It may 

be spoken of genericallf or definitely with the article, or qualitatively or 

power from within, begotten and maintained by the Spirit, by the indwelling Christ. But 

this element of the apostle's thought does not strictly belong to his idea of law. Strictly 

defined, law as here conceived is the will of God comprehended in a single principle. That 

the principle is love, and that fulfilment of it is achieved by the indwelling Spirit rather than 

by "obedience" are both synthetic, not analytic judgments. 

* In Jas. •"· 11, while mentioning specific commands, the author as clearly affirms the 

unity of the whole law and in v.• finds this unity in the principle of love. By his characterisa­

tion of the law in 1 11 2 11 as a law of liberty be emphasises the principle that the law is not only 

centralised in one principle but even so must address itself not to the man from without bu\ 

be opeiative from within, being written on the heart. 
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indefinitely without it: Jn. 711 817 1811 197•• b Acts 1811 2311 25• Rom. 71
•• b 71• 

l Tim. 1 1• 

5. By metonymy, a force or tendency which, tending to produce action 
of a certain kind, has the effect of law, may itself be called v6µo,;: Rom. 
711, ta•, o, tib gsa. * 

XV . .:iIKAIO~, .:iIKAIO~l'NH, AND .:iIKAIOQ. 

Few words of the N. T. vocabulary have been more frequently or more 

thoroughly discussed than those of this group. There remains little ground 
for dispute concerning their fundamental meaning. Yet on some points 
of great importance for the understanding of this epistle and the Pauline 

thought in general interpreters are not wholly agreed. It seems necessary, 

therefore, to undertake a fresh investigation of the whole subject.t 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

A. .:ilm10,; is fundamentally a forensic or court term in the sense that 

it denotes conformity to a standard or norm (!lx'I)) not conceived of as 
defined in the word itself. It differs thus from (iyci:86,; and xci:)-6,;, which, 

so to speak, contain within themselves their own norm. alx'I) being pri­

marily established custom, conceived of as the norm for human conduct 
(chiefly for the conduct of men towards one another),. is nevertheless a·norm 

to which men are bound to conform. lllm10,; is accordingly as applied 

to men and their actions a moral term, and means, "conforming to that 
which is required, to what is right in relation to others." II lllxci:10,; is the 

man whose action is according to lllx'I); he does what is right; he renders to 

. • It might seem that Toii v6µ.ov Tij< /,.µ.a.pT<a.< ""'' Toil lo;v«Tov of Rom. Sib must by the 

connectiQD and the similarity of phraseology refer back to voµ.'f' /,.µ.a.pTia.< in Rom. 7u, .and so 

be assigned here instead of to• (c); or else 7• and with it 7"· ""·•·be assigned to 2 (c). It 
is undoubtedly true that the fuller phrase in Sib does refer to the shorter one in 7u; but a care­

ful study of the passage will lead to the conclusion that this reference does not involve iden­

tification of the things referred to. Speaking in 721 , "· H of that force for evil which in v.n 

and " he calls /,.µ.a.p-ri«, and designating it as a voµ.o< because it stands opposed to the voµ.o• 

Toii 9•oil (vv.11, nJ, with such a turn of words as the apostle delights in be substitutes for it 

in 8•b its companion in bringing failure and defeat, the law in its legalistic sense. If, as is 

possible, we take Toil voµ.ov Tij< /,.µ.a.pTi«. KA< ,,.,, .. .,. • ., as designating the same thing spoken 

of in 71Jb, then the change in the reference of voµ.o< will come in between vv.• and •; for Tov 
voµ.ov in v.• must evidently mean the-law in the proper sense of the term, that which is spoken 

of in the first part of chap. 7. 

t Of the abundant literature the following monographs and articles may be cited: Kautzsch, 

Die Derirau des Stammes j:lii im alttest. Spracl,gebraucl,. T!ibingen, 1881; Cremer, Biblisch­

lheologisches Wllrterbuch der neutest. GrliciUU", pp. 296--330; Morison, Critical E:i:position of the 

Third Chapter of • •. Romans, pp. 163-207; Stevens, Wm. A., "On the Forensic Meaning of 

'1<K<Uoo-vv11," in AJT. 1897, pp. 443-450; Davies, " The Righteousness of God in St. Paul," 

in JThSt. II 198-206; Drummond, Jas., "On the Meaning of 'Righteousness of God• in 

the Theology of St. Paul," in Hibbert Journal, 1902-3, pp. 83-95; Ropes, "Righteousness and 

'the Righteousness of God' in the 0. T. and in St. Paul," in JBL. 1903, Pt. Il, pp. 2rr-227; 

Skinner, art. "Righteousness" (0. T.) in HDB.; Stevens, Geo.· B. art. "Righteousness ' (N. 
T.) in HDB.; Addis, art. "Righteousness" in Enc~c. Bib.; Sanday and Headlam, The Epist/1 

to tk Romans, pp. 24-39. 



AIKAIO:El'NH 

others their rights; he exacts also his own. The word is thus employed 

either in the broad sense, "right" (Hom. Od. XVIII 413; Bacchyl. .10 [u], 

123; Thuc. 3. 40•; Plato, Gorg. 507B; Aristot. Eth. N ic. 5. 111• [II29 a•• •]), or 
in the more specific sense, "just" (Hes. Op. 270 ff.; Hero(n)das 2 11: 'l'Y61µn 
ot1-cdc,: 1-p!atv otat-tixn. Dem. 121), rendering to each what he has the 
right to claim. -to !l!Mtov signifies, "that which is right (in general) " (Hdt. 

1" 7117 ; A?:sch.Prom. 187; Aristot.Eth.Nic.5.11 [II29 a•]) or "that which is due 

from one man to another" (Thuc. 3.541 ; Dem. 572"), and this either as one's 
duty, one's rights, or one's (penal) deserts. Though in the older Greek 

literature (Hom. Od. VI 120) to be a!Mtoc; included also the discharge of 
obligations to the gods and ,,:o o!Mtov was conceived of as having the 

sanction of divine authority, yet especially in the later classi'cal writers its 

predominant reference is to the mutual relations of men, and the concep­
tion of divine sanction is by no means constantly present. Least of all are 

the gods themselves spoken of as ol=tot or their conduct and character 

conceived of as the standard of human conduct. Though 0!1-a10c; is fre­
quently used in a non-moral sense even here there is usually a reference to 

a standard outside the thing itself, or a demand requiring to be satisfied, 
as when the word means, "exact" (applied to numbers), fitting, suitable, 

genuine (Hdt. 210; Xen. Mem. 4. 4•; A?:sch. Ag. 16o4; Luc. Hist. conscr. 39). 
B. A11-0C10cruv1J is: 1. The character of the !l!Mtoc;, and that usually 

in the narrower sense of justice: Hdt. 1" 7"; Aristot. Rhet. 1. 9' (1366 b•): 
la-tt OE 1'lt1-0CtOaUY1) µev &:pe'tT) llt' ~y -td: QCO'tWY l1-aa-tOI lxouat, Ml we; o v6µoc;, 

cxot1-la lie at' ~v -td: cxAA6-tpta, oox we; o ll6µoc;. But cf. Eth. N. 5. 1" (n 29 
b26«-). 2. The business of a judge: Plato, Gorg. 464B, C. 

C. AtMt6w is used in two chief senses: 1. To deem right, to think fit, 
etc.: Hdt. 1••; Thuc. 1. 1401; Soph. Ph. 781. 2. To do one justice, and 

chiefly in malam partem, to condemn, to punish: Thuc. 3. 40•; Plut. Cat. 

Maj. 21•; Dion. Cass. 48. 46•; Polyb. 3. 31•. Cremer (p. 319) in an ap­
proximately exhaustive examination of the usage of the word in classical 

and other non-biblical Greek writers found no instance of the use of the 
term with a personal object in the sense "to make righteous." 

II. HEBREW USAGE OF 1.,'11 AND ITS COGNATES. 

Like the Greek !l!Mtoc; the Hebrew words from the root i',s are (so far as 

the evidence enables us to judge) fundamentally forensic in sense, express­

ing agreement with a standard or norm, not conceived of as defined in the 

word itself. Whether when the term first passed from the presumably 
original physical soo.se (of which, however, there is no clear trace in extant 

Hebrew usage), the norm was conceived to be furnished by the objective 

standard of the object itself, or by the idea of God or of man (Kautzsch), 

or as seems more probable by the demand of the circumstances of a given 

case (Cremer) does· not materially affect the meaning of the word as used 
in O. T. Actual extant usage may be classified as follows: 
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A. ;,-,_~ signifies: 

r. Co~fonnity to an existing standard, which though conventionally 
established creates an obligation to conform to it: Lev. 1911; Deut. 2511, 

etc. 
2. Righteousness, action which is what it ought to be, and this in any 

degree, whether conceived of as absolutely such as it ought to be, or approx­
imately so, or spoken of qualitatively without reference to the degree of 

conformity: Ps. 18st 45 7 Eccl. 311 7" Isa. 121 321 59', etc. 
3. Righteousness in relation to others, justice, the rendering to each of 

that which is due, either that which he has the right to claim, or that which 
he deserves; esp. justice in judging: Lev. 1911 Deut. 111 Job 31• Eccl. 51 

Isa. u• Jer. II'°. 
4. Specifically of God's righteousness in distinguishing between the 

righteous and the wicked, rendering punishment to the latter and giving 
deliverance to the former. The conception underlying this use of the 
tenn is that a righteous God must distinguish in his dealings between the 
wicked man, who neither fears God nor deals justly with men, and the 
righteous man, who though he be not perfect but is indeed often confes­
sedly a sinner, yet relatively speaking lives uprightly and trusts in God. 
The righteousness of God in this aspec\ of it involving the deliverance of 
the upright is often spoken of in paralfelism with salvation, but without 
losing sight of the basis of such salvation in the discriminating righteous­

ness of God: Ps. 717 35"·" Isa. 41 1• 42• 45••• •• 51•. With the same under­
lying conception the righteousness of the ones that are saved is spoken of: 
Isa. 62•• •; yet here, also, without converting r""I.J into a mere synonym 

for salvation. The uprightness of the people, their loyalty to God is still 
expressed in the tenn. * 

B. ;ii?"!! is used with substantially the same range of meaning as 

i''.)~, only lacking instances of the first sense. The second usage, 2, is 

illustrated in Deut. 6" 9• 2 Sam. 2221, etc. In Gen. 15• there is obvious 
reference to the requirement of God, and J signifies that conduct or atti­
tude of mind which God desires, and which renders man acceptable to 
him. The forensic sense of the tenn is, therefore, especially clear here, 
throwing into the background the usual moral content of the term. Usage 3 

is illustrated in Jer. 22• Ezek. 45•; usage 4 in Ps. 36 7 
(•)· 

11 
(••) 51 11 (") Isa. 45•b 

51 1, • 561 Mic. 7•. For its application to the saved see Isa. 4818 5417• In 
one passage only is the tenn used, with an apparent forgetfulness of the 

• Ropes, J BL. 1903, Pt. II, p. 219, holds that in Second Isaiah the ground of the vindi­
cation of Israel, by virtue of which the righteousness of God is salvation. is not in Israel's 

character or suffering, but lies rather in Jahweh himself, who for his own name has redeemed 
his servant whom he knew, chose, and loved." Ropes calls this a profounder view than that 
of the psalmists, which finds the basis in the moral excellence and conscious piety of the 
worshipper. This is pa.rtly true respecting Isa., but only partly, and it is not the view 11Vhich 

controls Paul, as Rom., chaps. 1, 2, show; Rom. 8" is apparently the nearest appro:rimation 
to an expression of it, 
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conception of discriminating righteousness, to denote acceptance by God 

and consequent deliverance (Ps. 6927). There are also a few passages in 
which it is apparently used of a just cause, a being in the right in a given 

case. CJ 1. under i''1! and see 1 Ki. 8•• 2 Chr. 623• 

C. i''~! (applied to persons only, except in Deut. 48) signifies: 

x. With a formal and purely forensic rather than moral sense, in the 

right in a particular case or in an assertion: Ex. 23 8 Prov. 1817 Isa. 41". 

Yet this sense can not always be sharply distinguished from 3 below. See 

Deut. 251 Prov.· 1715, " 18•. 

2. Innocent, free from guilt in a particular matter: Gen. 20•. 

3. Righteous, in moral conduct and character, what one ought to be, 

whether absolutely and perfectly so: Ps. 14517 Eccl. 720 ; or in a more general 

sense of those who are upright in purpose and life: Gen. 6• Ps. 1• 14• 6410 

Prov. 21". In Deut. 4• it is applied to the law as inculcating righteousness. 

4. Just, rendering to one what is due, especially in punishing the wicked: 

Ps. 7•• 10 (•· 11) Jer. 121 Lam. 1 18• 

These terms are, therefore, much more distinctly than the corresponding 

Greek terms, !Hl!.CICtoc; and 3tY.o:toa{mi, religious terms. They are applied 

to God himself, and though this use is probably not the earliest, it has cer­
tainly profoundly affected the terms as applied to men. See Ps. 7•. 10 (•· 11) 

8914 9611 97'· • Jer. II20 Ezr. 9" Hos. 14• Zeph. 3•. The righteous man owes 
duties to God as well as to his fellow men: Ps. 1820 - 21 Isa. 51 1, 7; and the 

obligations of righteousness are imposed by divine authority: Gen. 1811 

Deut. 1611-2• Isa. S" Ps. u9'• ", etc. It is a natural result of this difference 

that the conception of justice, that which one owes to another and which 
that other can claim, as compared with rigl}teousness, that which is required 

by morality or divine authority, is much less prominent than in the Greek 

use of B!Y.o:toc; and its cognates. Indeed it is not entirely clear that to the 

Hebrews the distinction existed at all. Justice is to them perhaps simply 

righteousness as manifested in particular relations, especially in judging'. 

D. In i'~ the legal and formal sense which appears in i''1! pre­

dominates, though not, it would seem, to the entire exclusion of a moral­

forensic sense. CJ. Kautzsch, op. cit. pp. 15-17. 

In the Kal conj. it means: 
1. To be in the right in a given case or in one's assertion: Gen. 3828 Job 

9
16 

33
10

• 

2. To carry one's case, to prevail: Job 9• u• 25• 40• Ps. 143• Isa. 43 •· "· 

3. To be righteous, i''1~ in the moral sense (this use Cremer denies): 

Job 35 7 Ps. 191
• (•). 

The Niphal occurs in Dan. 814 only, where it means, to be put to rights, 

to be made such as it should be. 

The Piel means, to declare or show one in the right Qob 322 33"), to show 

one, or cause one to appear, righteous, but relatively, not absolutely: Jer. 311 

Ezek. 1611, "• 
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In the Hiphil the meanings are: 

1. To do one justice: 2 Sam. 15• Ps. 821• 

2. To declare one to be in the right, to cause one to carry one's case, to 
give judgment for one; when used of one accused, it means to acquit: Ex. 

23• Deut. 251 I Ki. 8" 2 Chr. 623 Job. 27• Prov. 17" Isa. 521 501, 

3. To give one standing, to cause one to be accepted: Isa. 5311 Dan. 12•. 

While it can not perhaps be categorically denied that in these two passages 

the Hiphil is a moral-causative term, meaning "to make righteous" (the Lxx: 

read cz'Jto <rwv otx.aclwv <rwv 1toAAGl11, which suggests a different Heh. txt.), 

yet in view of the prevailingly forensic sense of the term and the fact that 
it is at least possibly applicable to these passages, there seems no sufficient 

ground for taking it here in a purely causative sense. 

In the Hithpael the meaning is, to clear one's self, to cause one's self to 
appear in the right: Gen. 44". · 

III. USAGE OF THE SEPTUAGINT. 

In the Lxx the terms 1Slx.acto,;, otx.actoau.,,,,, and !ltx.act6w stand as the 

regular representatives of i''1!• i'1.~· n~1~, and i'1f, and though other 
Hebrew words are occasionally rendered by olx.acto,;, etc., and words of 
the 1,,1 group are sometimes rendered by other Greek words than iS!ll.Ottoc;, 

etc., the correspondence is nevertheless very close.* 

A. .6.lx.actoc;. The analysis given above for i''1! may stand for 

i!Hx.atoc; save that there· !IlUSt be added as a meaning applied to things 

(weights and measures), conforming to the accepted standard (cf. i'1~; 1), 

and as a meaning of the neuter, generally used substantively (representing 

i'1~· 1'f'!'I?, etc.) right, just, that which is one's due, justice: Deut. 16•• 

Prov. 18• 2911• 

B. .6.tx.actoa6111J. The analysis of i"1j?'1,~ may stand for 1Stll.Ottoauv1l, the 

usage 1 under i'"!! disappearing through the use of 1Slll.Ottoc; to represent it 

in the passages ~hich belong there. · 

C. .6.tx.at6w is used to render i'1f, the Piel and Hiphil of the latter 

corresponding to the active of the former, and the Kal to the passive (or to 

olx.act6c; E!1-1-t, or olx.ato,; 1j><Zlvo1-1-act). In all the examples cited under II D 
above, except Dan. 811, the Hebrew word is represented in the Lxx by 

some word of the olx.ato,; group. 

IV. USAGE OF THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA. 

A. .6.lx.atoc;. In the Apocryphal books olx.acto,; is used as in the Lxx 

except that there are apparently no examples of the meanings, "in the 

right" (unless in Susan. 53), "innocent." The meaning, "righteous," 

applied both to persons, God and men, and to actions, occurs in Toh. 3• 14• 

*On the noteworthy exceptions, cf. Ryle and James, Tiu Psalms of SoloMO,., note on 1611; 

Hatch, Essays i,o Biblical Gruk, pp. 49 f. 
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Wisd. 21• 31 ~ir. 1011 2 Mac. 911; the meaning "just," applied to God in 
Wisd. 1210, to men in Toh. 14• (?); to judgment in 2 Mac. 911• The use 
of the neutei in the sense "just," that which is right, one's rights, or one's 

(penal)' deseits is specially frequent; 1 Mac. 712 n 13 2 Mac. II" 1311 

Wisd. 14••. 

In Ps. Sol. ll!mto<; applied to men designates the upright who in 
general are on God's side, and who are approved of God; they are not the 

sinless, but like the D'i?1~ of the prophets those who observe the law of 

God, and trust in him as distinguished from the sinner: 2 11 3M 9• 15•, etc. 
This is its use, also, in the Ethiopic Enoch so far as the Greek text is extant: 
1 1, •· • 1017 22• 25• 27• (Giz) 10• (Syn). The word is not used of God in 
Enoch; in Ps. Sol. it is applied to God and his judgments to designate him 

as righteously discriminating between the righteous and the sinner (211, u, 11; 

cf. v.••; 5' 8• 9• 10•), and to the Messiah in a similar sense (17"). 

B. Atx.a:toauYTJ in the Apocryphal books has all the usages of. the same 
word in the Lxx, except that there are no perfectly clear instances of the 

meaning, "justice." Possible instances are 1 Mac. 2" Wisd. 91 Sir. 45"• 

When used in the sense of (human) "right conduct" it is with an even clearer 
implication than is common in the canonical books that it is righteousness 
which makes men acceptable to God, and this righteousness is conceived 
of in a more external, legalistic way than in the prophets: Toh. 12• 1411 

Wisd. 1 11• There are clear instances of the term applied to God to denote 
his righteousness in discriminating between the righteous and the wicked 
among men, whether in punishing the wicked or in saving the righteous: 
Wisd. 511 12" Sir. 1621 Bar. 111 2•• 18.* It is worthy of notice that in the 
book of Wisdom, also, and in 1 Mac. the term is used with such special 
emphasis upon the conception that righteousness (i. e. of men) is the basis 
of acceptance with God and consequent salvation as to be almost the equiv­
alent of "acceptance with God," "condition of salvation": Wisd. 147 151 

1 Mac. 2". Specially significant is Wisd. 15•: <to ,a? e'lt!a<tcxalla:! aa 

1,).6)(.).Tjl)O<; llt)(.(XtOCIUVTJ, x.a:l e[oevcxt CIOU 'tO )(.l)i!t'to<; p~ a8C1YC1a!cx,;, in which 
the author endeavours to sum up in one act or moral attitude the 
content of righteousness, that which makes one acceptable to God and 
secures immortality. He differs from Toh. and from Gen. 15• in his concep­
tion of what constitutes righteousness, but not in his definition of the con­
cept itself. To the prophets generally, it is right living towards God and 
men that makes men acceptable to God; to Toh. right living, especially 
almsgiving; to the writer of Gen. 15• it is faith; to the author of Wlsd. 15• 

knowledge of God. But to all of them that which makes men acceptable 
to God is by virtue of th~t fact righteousness, !lt)(.cxtoauYTJ. In Ps. Sol. 

ot)(.cxtoauv'll is used in two senses corresponding to those of !l!)(.cxto<;. The 

• In chaps. 4, s of Bar. a "righteousness which comes from God" is spoken of, reminding one 

of Isa. 5417 Rom. 311 and esp. Phil. 3•. But the post-Christian date of these portions of Bar. 

must be borne in mind. 
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righteousness of men is their good conduct which makes them acceptable 

to God and the objects of his salvation: 1• s•• 9• 141• The righteousness of 
God is manifest in his discrimination between the righteous and the wicked, 

not indeed in punishing without mercy all wrong-doing, but in saving the 

saints, the 8litat01, and in punishing the sinner: 2", Ps. 8 and 9. Of the 

same nature is the righteousness of the Messiah, 1728
• "· "· ", though in­

cluding, also, personal freedom from sin: 1711• The usage of Enoch corre­

sponds to the first of the two senses just named: 10"• 11 12• 131• 141 32•. 

C. .6.titat6w is used in Tob. in the passive with the sense, "to be rightly 
assigned, to belong." In Sir. it means: (1) "to do justice to," and this 

with reference to the sinner in the sense, "to punish": Sir. 42•; (2) "to 

recognise or declare to be right or righteous," 81itcxto.;; Sir. 7• 10" 13". It 
occurs most frequently in the passive: Sir. 18•; and of sinners, in the sense, 

"to be acquitted, to be declared innocent": Sir. 9" 23 11 26" 34 (31)•; 

once in the sense "to be accepted" (of God), apparently with the idea 
of forgiveness rather than acquittal, yet not with exclusive reference to 

the negative side. 81itat6w does not appear in the book of Enoch. In 
Ps. Sol. it is used exclusively in the sense, "to recognise as just or right­

eous," and with reference to men's recognition of the righteousness of God 

and his judgments: 2 18 3•• • 4• 87, "·" 9•. It occurs twice in Test. XII 
Patr.: in Sim. 61 in the sense, " to acquit"; in Dan. 31, meaning, " to justify, 
to deem right." 

V. SUMMARY OF PRE-CHRISTIAN USAGE. 

From this general survey of Greek and Hebrew usage certain facts appear 
which may properly be summarised before taking up N. T. usage. 

1. Both the Greek and Hebrew words, and all the terms of each group 

are in general, and in Jewish usage with increasing clearness, forensic terms, 

in the sense that they imply a comparison with some standard; the verb in 

particular in a large proportion of cases expressing a judgment concerning 
such conformity, not signifying the bringing of a person or thing into it. 

2. In Hebrew usage and the Greek usage of Semitic writers the terms 

are prevailingly moral as well as forensic; i. e., the standard is ethical, not 

merely conventional or legal. The acts by virtue of which a man is esteemed 

righteous are acts which are conceived of as having moral character. The 

terms are therefore prevailingly moral-forensic. Formally defined, right­

eousness is that which conforms to the true or recognised standard of con­

duct or meets the divine demand. Materially defined, it consists in cer­

tain acts or in a certain moral state believed to be good. 

3. Alike in respect to its formal definition and in respect to the material 
content of the conception there is a variation in different periods and among 

various writers. (a) There is great difference in the clearness with which 

the standard is conceived of as being set by God, or divinely sanctioned. 

Among the Greeks this sense of divine requirement was in general feeble. 
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In O. T. i'"l.i sometimes denotes conformity to a standard primarily con­

ventional, and only secondarily fixed by divine authority. In many other 
cases the conception of a divine sanction, though probably not wholly 

absent, is thrown into the shade by emphasis upon the material content of 

righteousness. In other cases, however, in O. T. and later Jewish writings, 

notably such as Gen. 15• Job 9• Deut. 6" 2413 Ps. 71• Wisd. 15• Toh. 13• 
Ps. Sol. 1•, the conception of righteousness as required by God and as con­

stituting the ground of acceptance with him is clearly present, so that the 
term approaches the formal sense, "acceptance with God." In general, it is 

clear that in the latter part of the pre-Christian period, at least, the con­
ception of divine requirement is always included in that of righteousness, 

and otxatoauYY) used in reference to men signifies either that conduct and 

character which satisfy God's requirement and make one acceptable to 

him, or more abstractly, acceptance with him. (b) In respect, also, to the 
material content of righteousness conceptions vary. The Greek definition 

of the content of otxatoauvY) would differ greatly from the Hebrew, the 
former, e. g., emphasising justice more than the latter. Among the He­

brews, also, there is no little variation; sometimes the emphasis is laid on 

right, equitable conduct towards men, sometimes on mercy and almsgiving, 
sometimes on the strict observance of rites and ceremonies, sometimes on a 
trustful, reverential attitude towards God. This variation· simply reflects 

the difference in the conceptions of what was required by God and accepta­

ble to him, as held in different ages and by different men. 

4. The Jews (it was otherwise with the Greeks) prevailingly ascribed 
righteousness to God, both in the general sense that he did what was right, 

and specifically in the sense that he discriminated, in his attitude towards 

men and in his dealing with them, between· the righteous and the wicked. 

Moreover, while freely recognising the sinfulness of "the righteous," they 
did, in fact-this is specially true of the writers of Isa. 40-66, many of 

the canonical Psalms, such as Ps. 65, 71, 85, and 143, and of Ps. Sol.­
rely not alone 01a the mercy of God for salvation, but on his righteousness. 
So far is this appeal to God's righteousness carried that in numerous pas­

sages in Isa. 40-66 and the Psalms, God's righteousness, sometimes even 
the righteousness of the saints, is equivalent in the content of the thing 

referred to (not in the definition of the conception itself) to salvation. In 

Ps. 71• "thy righteousness" apparently signifies, "acceptance with thee 

and consequent salvation by thee." This usage of the word does not appear 

in the latest pre-Christian books; but the conception of divine and human 

righteousness which underlies it is unmistakably present and strongly pre­

dominant. 
5. With rare and doubtful exceptions the verbs otitat61,) and i'~~ are 

not moral-causative but judicial and forensic in force. It is especially 

clear that in Jewish-Greek usage otxat6(J) is purely, or all but purely, a 

moral-forensic term (note the usage of the Apocr. and of Ps. Sol.), being 
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used prevailingly in the sense " to recognise or declare as l!ilxcuoc; " either 
positively, "to recognise as righteous" (Sir. 182 Ps. Sol. u. s. IV C), or in 

the negative and restricted sense, " to acquit " (Sir. 2314 26"), or in a more 
general sense, "to accept," with the implication of forgiveness (Sir. 1821). 

VI. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

A. t./xa:toc; in N. T. is clearly a moral-forensic term, meaning, in gen­

e1al, conforming to the true standard, meeting the ethical requirements 
under which one is placed. In the main it follows closely the usage of the 

Lxx and later Jewish writings, but as applied to men emphasises even more 
than 0. T; the conception of divine requirement, fulfilment of which renders 

one acceptable to God, and as applied to God has even more exclusive ref­

erence to the righteousness of his dealings with men. CJ. the usage of Ps. 
Sol. Its uses may be classified as follows: 

1. (a) Of persons: Upright, righteous in conduct or purpose, satisfying 
the ethical requirements of God and so acceptable to him. Usually em­

ployed_ qualitatively without reference to the degree of conformity to the 

standard, or denoting approximate conformity: Mt. 5" 10" 1317• "·" 

23"• " 25"• " Lk. 1•• 17 2" 14" 15' 18• 20•• 23•• Acts 10" 24" Rom. 5 7 

1 Tim. 1• Heb. 10•• 1221 Jas. 510 1 Pet. 312 418 2 Pet. 27• • Rev. 22 11• In 

Mt. 9" Mk. 217 Lk. 5" Acts 3" 7•• 22" Rom. 310 Jas. 5• 1 Pet. 311 

1 Jn. 2 1 37b the righteousness referred to is evidently conceived of as per­

fect, fully satisfying the divine requirement. In Mt. 23" 2711 Lk. 23", the 
negative element, innocence, is emphasised. 

(b) Of action: Right, such as it ought to be, conforming to the moral 

requirement of God: Lk. 1257 Acts 411 Eph. 61 Phil. 1 7 2 Pet. 1 11• In Rom. 

71• the commandment of God is spoken of as atxottoc;, i. e., requiring what 
is right. In 1 Jn. 3 1• the works of Abel are said to be righteous, apparently 
emphasising their acceptableness to God. 

2. In the cases named above there is a varying emphasis upon the for­

ensic element, acceptable to God, neither the moral nor the forensic element 
being wholly absent, but the former predominating. In certain other pas­

sages the forensic element so clearly predominates that the term approxi­

mates or even reaches the sense, acceptable to God, yet always with the 

implication that such acceptance rests upon some fact of moral significance. 

Rom. 1 17 2 13 519 Gal. 311 Heb. u• 1 Jn. 3 1
•. 

3. Righteous, satisfying the requirements of a true ethical standard in 
dealing with others. Used in this sense especially of God, not, however, 

as rendering to each his deserts without mercy,* but as discriminating be­

tween righteous and wicked, and treating each in accordance with his 

character: Jn. 17" Rom. 3" 2 Tim. 4• 1 Jn. 1• Rev. 16•; with a like meaning 

used of God's judgments: 2 Thes. 1•• • Rev. 151 16' 19•; of the judgment of 

* It is worthy of notice that neither in 0 . .T. nor in N. T. is righteousness conceived of as 
excluding mercy; it forbids treating a man worse than he deserves but not better. 
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Christ: Jn. 5"; and of men, in the sense, right in discriminating according 
to the facts: Jn. 7"; of the action of men affecting others, it means, right, 
that which one ought to do in relation to others: Mt. 20• Phil. 41 Col. 41. 

In these three passages it is possible that oll\Clto<; means, just, i. e., what 
others have a right to claim. But there is no clear evidence that ol=to<; 

ever has this sense in biblical Greek. The meaning as given above is 
therefore more probable. 

B. The usage of 01=to<:1uV1) corresponds quite closely to that of oll\Clto<;, 

the word denoting, in general, the character or position of one who is 

oll\Clto<;. Neither the moral nor the forensic element can be lost sight of. 

1. Conduct and character which satisfy the ethical requirements of God, 
and so render one acceptable to him. As in the case of clll\Clto<;, so the 

noun also may be used simply qualitatively, or with reference to an approx­

imate conformity, or of an ideal, perfect fulfilment of divine requirements: 

Mt. 31• 5'· 10• •0 61," (?) 21" Lk. 176 Jn. 161, 10 Acts 1016 1310 24" Rom. 611• 

u, 11, 1•. so 8•0 10• 1417 2 Cor. 67, "9'· 10 II" Eph. 4" 5• 61• Phil. 111 1 Tim. 611 

2 Tim. 311 Tit. 3• Heb. 1• 5" 7• II" 1211 Jas. 120 311 1 Pet. 2" 3" 2.Pet. 2 1," 

313 1 Jn. 2" 37• 10 Rev. 22 11• 

2. Acceptance with God. With a stronger emphasis upon the forensic 
element, clt=toauvl) sometimes approaches or even reaches the sense, 

acceptance with God, or ground of acceptance with God. The question at 
issue between Paul and his opponents was in what way or on what ground 

men became acceptable to God, he maintaining that it was faith that ren­
dered men acceptable to God, they that it was certain inheritances and deeds 

comprehended under the term," works of law," or" law." This discussion 

gave rise to such terms as "righteousness by faith," and·"righteousness by 

law," in which just by reason of the fact ·that the question at issue was 
what made men acceptable to God, the term "righteousness" was necessarily 

without emphasis on this or that condition of acceptance. In another 

direction, also, the emphasis on the forensic element modified in some cases 
the meaning of the term. In Jewish thought acceptance with God involved 

for one who has sinned provision respecting the sins of the past. And 

since, according to Paul, "all have sinned and are destitute of the divine 
approval," forgiveness is included in righteousness, either distinctly and 

explicitly, or by implication. Thus the present sense differs from the pre­
ceding in two respects, viz., in that the term itself lays less emphasis on 

the conduct and character which form the basis of acceptance with God, 

and that it more distinctly includes forgiveness. Rom. 4•• •• •• •· 11, 11, 21 

5"· 11 9"· 11 10•, •· 10 1 Cor. 1•0 Gal. 2 21 3•• 11 2 Tim. 41 Jas. 2" Heb. II 7• On 

Gal. 51 and Phil. 3•, which may with almost equal propriety be assigned to 

this or to the preceding class, see below, p. 471. 

These passages differ somewhat among themselves in the degree of the 

emphasis upon the forensic element and of the consequent subordination of 

the moral element, so much so, indeed, that they might even seem to fall 
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into two distinct classes. Thus, in Rom. 411, in aq,pccy!c5cc tiJc; c5txcctociuYljc; 

'n'jc; 'lt'!crrwc;, a seal attesting the fact of acceptance with God through faith, 
and still more in 517, in the expression ot T-/jv 'lt'eptaae!ccv tiJc; xa:ptToc; l(,Cll 

[tiJc; c5wpeii,;] tiJc; otxcctoauvl)c; Accµ.~a:vovnc;, it seems clear that the noun 
is purely forensic, expressing in itself simply the fact of acceptance, 'lt'lcrrewc; 

indicating the ground of acceptance. On the other hand, in Rom. 41: 

Aoy!~eTcct TJ 'lt'!crrtc; ccuTou e!c; lltxcc1oauv1Jv (cf. 4•), faith being spoken of 

as reckoned for, as the equivalent of, righteousness, the latter might be 
thought to include the conception of right conduct which makes one accep­

table to God, not in the sense that 'lt!crr1c; itself constituted such conduct, 

but in the sense that it was accounted equivalent to such conduct, accep­
table in lieu of it, the very point of the expression lying in the fact that 

faith was accounted equivalent to something that could not be directly 

predicated of it. On the other hand, it may be maintained that in Rom. 4": 
OU yd:p otd: v6µ.ou TJ S'l\'Cl'('(EAlcc •.• a:AAd: otd: lltmtOO'UVl)<; 'lt!aTewc;, 'ltlcrrewc; 

is most naturally taken as a genitive of description (appositional), and that 

1StxcctoauYTj 'lt'foTew,; means righteousness which consists in faith; and it 
may be further contended that this is also the meaning of lltl(.CltoauVl) in 

vv.•• •· •· 12, these passages referring not to a crediting of faith as something 
different from what it really is but a recognition of it as being, in fact, of 

the quality of righteousness, the moral attitude towards God which God 

desires and which therefore renders men acceptable to God. In this case, 

also, we should have a sense of the word 01xcc1oauv1J in which the moral 
element would be distinctly present, but the relation between faith and 

righteousness would be not that of an equivalence for purposes of justifica­
tion, created by divine fiat, but (qualitative) moral identity. But it is 

probable that both these views over-emphasise the distinction of meaning 

among the passages cited above. The conception of value imputed con­

trary to fact is not involved in the phrases AoyiaOijvcct e[c; or AoytaOijvcc! 

Ttvt, which simply express the idea that a rertain thing is valued at a cer, 
tain value, or credited to a person, without implication that such valuation 

or crediting is otherwise than according to the facts. See note on chap. 3•. 

Nor is the notion of value attributed contrary to fact involved in the 

teaching of Rom. 41-•. For while this passage expressly affirms that God's 

acceptance of Abraham was riot on grounds of merit, oipe!Al)µ.cc, that is, 

not on a commercial, bookkeeping basis, by which God demanded and 

Abraham rendered a quantitatively complete satisfaction of the divine 

claims, yet it by no means follows that in evaluating Abraham's faith at 

righteousness, God reckoned it as something else than it was. It meets the 

requirements of the passage and it better accords with the apostle's strenu­
ous insistence upon the conformity of God's judgments with reality (Rom. 

2 1- 11, esp. vv.•• •) to suppose that the thought which underlies his language 

here is that faith is really acceptable to God, qualitatively a satisfaction of 

his requirements, the attitude towards God which he desires men to sustain. 
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Yet it does not follow, nor is it on the whole probable, that in these verses 
Paul means by the word lltit<Xtoaull'll right conduct, with the emphasis on 
the moral element. The atmosphere of the whole passage is so distinctly 

forensic that it is better to suppose that the word 1ltx<Xt0auv11 itself is em­

ployed in a predominantly forensic sense, meaning, "basis of acceptance with 
God," and that while there is no implication that the accounting of faith as 

righteousness involved an element of fiction, yet neither is there any direct 
reference to the moral quality of faith.* It is the value which God gave 

to Abraham's faith of which the apostle is speaking; what it was in that 

faith that warranted such a valuation is not here the prominent thought. 

In Phil. 3•• • 1ltx1Xt0auv11 TJ ev v6µ1J), h v6µou is such righteousness as is 
attainable in the sphere of law, and from (obedience to) law. It is, in fact, 

as the context implie~, so insufficient as to be worthless, no tnie righteous­
ness at all. The moral and forensic elements are so conjoined in this pas­

sage that it is difficult to assign the instances decisively to this head or the 

preceding. The moral-or at least the active-element seems to pre­
dominate in v.•, the forensic (but without exclusion of the moral) in v.•. 

In Gal. s• the use of the words EA'Jtlo<X and d:'ltexoe,,;6µe8<X show that 

1ltx<Xt0auv11; does not refer to that divine acceptance of the believer of 
which Paul usually speaks in using the verb 1ltx<Xt6w, but to something still 

to be obtained. On the other hand, the use of otx<Xtoua6e in v.• indicates 
that the term is not employed with an exclusively ethical emphasis, but 

that, on the contrary, the forensic element is distinctly present. These 

facts require us to take the term as having reference to that future justifica­

tion of which Paul speaks in Rom. 2 11, "· Yet inasmuch as such future 
justification is itself based not on faith, even conceived of as qualitatively 

righteous, but on the achieved character·of the justified person, exclusive 

emphasis on the forensic element is improbable. The righteousness which 

is hoped for is ethical-forensic, with the forensic element distinctly but not 

exclusively in mind, and, by the very fact that it is hoped for, still in the 
future. 

Probably altogether similar is the meaning of 'tTJY [!ltx<Xt0auv11v] otdi 

•xfo,ew; Xpta-rou and tjv ex Oeou 1ltx<XtoauY1)Y e'ltl tjJ 'ltla-ret of Phil. 3 •· 1•. 

These phraseti also refer to the future and the context emphasises both 

ethical and forensic elements in such way as to make it impossible to exclude 

either from these phrases or to determine with certainty on which the 

emphasis lies. Concerning Rom. 1 17 3"• "10•, which are closely related to 
the passages already considered, but yet constitute a group by themselves, 

see4 below. 
3. Out of the fundamental meaning of the term (1, above) there arises 

• V.• indicates that in such acceptance of him who believes there is involved forgiveness of 
past sins. But this, though it confirms the judgment that the apostle's thought is moving 
on the forensic plane, is, as compared with the idea of positive acceptance, only incidental, 
not the key to the central point of view -of the passage. 



47 2 GALATIANS 

through its use in reference to relations to others, the more specific sense: 
righteousness in dealing with others in accordance with their conduct and 
character. The term is used in this sense exclusively of God (and Christ). 

In Acts 7" Rev. 19n, the discrimination between the righteous and the 
wicked, issuing in the punishment of the latter and the salvation of the 

former is in mind (cf. also Rom. 2•, 011ti:tto1tptala:, and 2 Thes. 1•• •). In 

Rom. 3'• "·" the necessity that the righteous God shall manifest his dis­
approval of sin is emphasised. In 2 Pet. 1 1 otmtoauv1) 1:00 8eo0 denotes 

the impartial righteousness of God manifested in the salvation of Gentiles 

as well as of Jews. 
4. Inasmuch as the way of acceptance with God is prescribed and pro­

vided by God (being bestowed not on grounds of merit but on condition of 

faith), such acceptance with him may be called God's righteousness, 

ot1ta:1oauv1) Oeou, the genitive denoting source: Rom. 1 17 311•., 101• This 
usage is most closely related to the 0. T. usage in Isa. and Ps. (see exx. 

under II A 4, also under IV, B). But the thought of Paul, so far as ex­

pressed, differs in two respects from that of his predecessors, the prophets 
and psalmists. (a) While the prophet finds in the righteousness of God, 

which discriminates between the righteous and the wicked, the basis of 

salvation for the righteous; and so associates the two that the same term 
seems at times to express both, or at least to express one with a distinct 

implication of its basis in the other, Paul rarely so conjoins the divine dis­

criminating righteousness with human salvation. This conception (ex­
pressed in N. T. in I Jn. 1 1 ; cf. 2 Thes. 1•• • Rom. 2•) the apostle leaves 

behind not by denying but simply by ignoring it; to him the divine right­
eousness is brought under suspicion not so much by failure to save as by 

a neglect to punish sin (see Rom. 325," and 3 above). (b) The salvation 
of men is with Paul grounded in the grace of God. Though affirming that 

the final judgment of God will be on the basis of conduct and character 
(Rom. 2 11-11 ; cf. Gal. s• and discussion of it above), and regarding faith as 

itself satisfying God's fundamental requirement (see B. 2 above, p. 469), he 

yet clearly maintains that justification is the gracious acceptance of sinners 
on the ground of faith. These two peculiarities of the Pauline thought, 

which are evidently but the opposite sides of one fact, find their occasion, 

or the occasion of their expression, in two related facts: (1) He was opposing 

the Pharisaic legalism which, being a distortion and corruption of the pro­

phetic doctrine that the righteous God accepts and approves righteous 

men, could only be met by an emphasis upon the divine grace in salvation 

which threw quite into the background the conception of the divine right­

eousness as the basis of salvation. Even when the apostle adopts for a 

moment the prophetic point of view, emphasising the discriminating 

righteousness of God (Rom., chap. 2) it is for the sake of insisting that this 
righteousness will bring about the punishment of impenitent Israel. (2) 

Closely connected with this is the fact that the apostle held a stricter and 
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more consistent, though less legalistic, view of sin than did those Pharisees 

and Pharisaic Christians whose views he was opposing. While recognising 
with the prophets the discrimination of men into two classes, the righteous 

and the wicked, and maintaining that God approves and accepts the former, 
he yet maintained, also, that there were none who, being perfectly righteous, 

could be accepted on grounds of personal merit. The righteousness of God, 

therefore, in its purely forensic aspect and apart from grace, could not of 
itself bring salvation to any. While, therefore, it is a tempting position to 

take, that llt:itcuoauYl) 8ao0 in Rom. 1", etc., is the personal righteousness 
of God conceived of as the basis of salvation, as in Isa. 561, etc., yet this 

position is not sustained either by the context of the passages in question 
or by the general position of Paul concerning the relation of divine righteous­

ness and human salvation, or by the history of the usage of the word in the 
period between Isaiah and Paul. 

C. At:it<Xt6w in N. T. signifies, to recognise, declare, accept as lllmto\;. 

It is a moral-forensic term, and this not only in that this is the force of 
11£:it<Xto\; as taken up into the verb, but, also, in that the verb itself (like 

cx~t6w and ba16w), is declarative rather than strictly causative. Its various 
senses are as follows: 

1. To recognise or declare one to be (in the proper ethical sense) ll!:it<Xto\;. 

(a) Negatively: to declare or to show to be innocent: Lk. 10" 1 Cor. 4•. 

(b) Positively: to recognise or declare to be right or righteous, such declara­
tion or acceptance involving no element of grace or pardon: Mt. II" 

Lk. 7"· 11 1611 Rom. 3• 1 Tim. 311• 

2. With a greater emphasis upon the forensic element in the meaning of 

lll:it<XtO\; (acceptable to God), the verb means, to recognise as acceptable 
(to God), to accept; in the passive, to be accepted (by God). As in the 

instances of the corresponding sense of ll1:it1X1oa6Yl), the ground of accept­

ance is not implied in the word itself and in many passages is the very point 
under discussion. It is, however, always evident that the term refers to 

a judgment broadly and fundamentally moral; the underlying sense of 
11!:it<XtO\; is still moral-forensic, not simply legal-forensic save in Rom. 67, 

where Paul draws an illustration from the purely legal realm. We may 

recognise six sub-classes of passages in which the word occurs with the 
sense above indicated: (a) Those in which a positive ground of acceptance 
is spoken of and this ground is certain deeds .or conduct, there being no 

implication that the justification spoken of involves pardon for sin or grace: 

Mt. 1217 Rom. 2 11 Jas. 2"• "· "· (b} Those in which a positive ground is 
spoken of, but this ground is either faith or works of law, the latter being 

declared to be inadequate. In these passages there is no reference to par­

don as an element of justification, and the justification is indicated to be 

an act of grace only by the implication conveyed in b 1t!anw\;, 06:it i~ lp,wv 

v6[J.ou, etc. The explicit mention of positive ground of justification in 

the passages which deny the possibility of justification on the grounds 
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named, epyac v6µou, shows that the term is not merely negative, meaning 

simply, to pardon: Rom. 320 , 28 • "42 51 Gal. 2"• 17 3•• 11
• "5•. (c) Those in 

which the word is used with no limitation save that of a direct object; the 

force of the word is apparently the same as in the passages under (b): 

Rom. 3" 830• "· (d) In Rom. 3" 4' 5' 1 Cor. 611 Tit. 3 7 there is a distinct 
recognition that the acceptance referred to involves an element of pardon 

and grace; those who are accepted not being in personal character o/:x.acto,;, 

but ~ot:x.o,; and u,t61it:x.o,;. It should be observed, however, that in some 
of the passages under (b) this is only a little more remotely implied, that 

no sharp line of discrimination can be drawn between the two classes, and 

that the verb itself retains in both cases the same meaning. (e) In Rom. 67 

the context demands the meaning, to declare free or set free, the penalty 
having been suffered. In this case the unrighteousness of the person is 

presumed, but there is no element of grace or pardon, the release being 
based on the suffering of the penalty. Though this instance is quite excep­

tional, it serves to show how broad is the meaning of the word. In itself 

it contains no asse~tion concerning the character of the person, and no 
implication of pardon. These are conveyed, when conveyed at all, by the 

context. (f) In two passages, Lk. 18" Acts 13", the emphasis upon the 
negative element of pardon is so strong as almost to give to the word the 

meaning, to pardon.* These are instances of a semi-metonymy, by which 

the term which denotes the whole of the act is used with chief or exclusive 
reference to a part of it which is involved in every ordinary case of the 

whole as applied to wrong-doers. The reduction of Paul's term, ot:x.act6w, 

to a purely negative sense, "to pardon," is definitely excluded by the 
evidence. Over against these two passages, neither of them in Paul's 

epistles, and neither of them quite certainly referring exclusively to pardon, 
there is the decisive evidence of the passages in which a positive ground of 

justification, epyac v6µou, is mentioned and its adequacy denied. See under 

(a) above. For the context makes it clear that works of law are thought 

of as inadequate not to secure the forgiveness of admitted sinners, but to 

win approval on ground of merit, which would leave no occasion for forgive­
ness. The argument of Rom. 11&-320, as of Gal. 31off. is to the effect, not 

that men who seek justification on a legalistic basis fail of forgiveness for 

their sins, but that failing to meet God's requirements, and being held 
responsible for that failure, they are in need of forgiveness, and must be 

accepted, if at all, on grounds of grace. Forgiveness is an element of the 

justification which men obtain through faith, by grace; but is not included 

in the justification which they (vainly) seek by works of law. It can not 

therefore exhaust the meaning of the term. 

* To these might perhaps be added Rom. 4•: .-ov 6,Ka:toiiv.-a: TOv e1a-,fJij, were it not for the 
next clause, A.oyi,~T«c. ;, 1riUTi.s a.VTOV ~is &r.,c(uoCTVv11v, which evidently involves a positive 

element. 
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XVI. IIII:TII! AND IIII!TEl'Q. 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE.* 

A. Il!a't't~, used in Greek writers from Hesiod down, is employed in two 

distinct senses, the active and the passive, the latter the more frequent. 
1. The active sense: faith, confidence, trust. 

(a) As exercised towards another: Soph. 0. C. 950; Plato, Phaed. 275A. 
(b) As enjoyed by one, exercised towards him by others; hence credit, 

trust in the commercial or legal sense: Dem. 962•; Polyb. 8. 21•; Plut. 

Cic. 41•: =l 't'T)Y ouafotv otil't"ij~ o Kt~E?WY tv 'ltla't'et ~ATl?ov6µo~ iX'ltoAstq,8El; 

o teq,u Aot't''t'SY. 

(c) In an intellectual sense with reference to a proposition: conviction, 

confident belief; in Plato it is distinguished from ema't'l)µTl, knowledge, in 

that the latter implies the actuality of the thing believed, while 'lt!a't't~ 

affirms only subjective certainty (Plato, Rep. 601E); in Aristotle from 

o6~ot, opinion (Anim. 3. 38 (428 a"], which, however, it is said to follow; 
for though o6~ot may be true or false, it is impossible not to believe those 
things which one thinks). In the religious realm, 'lt!a'tt~ denotes general 

belief in the existence and power of the gods, not personal faith and con­
fidence in them: Plato, Legg. XII 966D. 

(d) By metonymy, probably connected with (b): that with which one 

is entrusted, an office, as the expression or result of the confidence reposed 

in one: Polyb. 5. 41•. 
2. The passive sense: trustworthiness, faithfulness, or the pledge or 

assurance of it. . 

(a) Personal fidelity, faithfulness: Hdt. 8106 ; Xen. An. 1. 6•; Aristot. Mor. 

Magn. II II' (1208 b"); Polyb. 1. 43•. 
(b) Pledge or promise of good faith, assurance of fidelity: Hdt. 3" 

Thuc. 5. 30•; Xen. Cyr. 7. 1". 
(c) Token of a compact, guarantee: Soph. 0. C. 1632; /Esch. Fr. 394 

(290). 
(d) Evidence, proof, as presented in court: Polyb. 3. 100•; or in argument: 

Aristot. Rhet. 3. 13• (1414 a"). 
B. Ilta'teuw, found in Greek writers from /Eschylus down, is used in a 

sense corresponding to the active sense of 'lt!a't'1~: 

1. To believe, to trust. 
(a) To trust, to put confidence in, to rely upon, whether of persons or 

things; the object is in the dat.: Eur. Or. no3: Xen. An. 3. 1" 5. 2•; 

Thuc. 5. II21• 

(b) In an intellectual sense, to believe a person, or his word or statement. 

The name of the person, or the noun denoting his word, is in the dat., 

the word expressing the content of his statement in the acc.: Soph. El. 886; 

• This treatment of classical usage is mainly based on Cremer. 
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Plato, Phaed. SSC; }Esch. Pers. 800; Eur. Hel. 710. Followed also by an 

inf. with subj. acc.: Plato, Garg. 524A. Since believing one's word and 
putting confidence in one are in experience closely related, a sharp dis­

crimination can not always be made between (a) and (b). 

2. To entrust, to commit, with the acc. of the thing committed and dat. 

of the person to whom it is entrusted: Xen. Mem. 4. 417• 

II. HEBREW USAGE OF !'!?~'.), :,iio~1 JlOI:!, AND n1,1~. 

A. :'lllOt\ in 0. T. The primary sense of the root JCH is, appar­

ently, to be firm, lasting, enduring. This sense appears in a few uses 

of the noun. 
1. Steadiness, stability. 

(a) Of physical things, steadiness, :firmness: Ex. 1711• 

(b) Of institutions, stability: Isa. 33•: "And there shall be stability in 
thy times." 

2. In a moral sense, steadfastness, faithfulness. 

(a) In judgment or statement, fidelity to the facts, or in conduct, to one's 

statements, especially to one's promises; faithfulness, honesty in judgment: 

Ps. 33•: "For the word of the Lord is right, and all his work is done in faith-• 
fulness"; Prov. 12": "Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but they 

that deal truly (with faithfulness) are his delight"; Hos. 2": "I will even 

betroth thee unto me in faithfulness"; Isa. u•: "And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins and faithfulness the girdle of his reins." See also 

Ps. 36• 4011 (10) 8811 (n) 89 2 .(•)· • (•)· • (•)· • (•)· " (")· ,. (••)· •• (.,) 92• (•) 

9611 98• 100• u9"• "• 11• ••• 111 1431 Prov. 1217 Jer. 51, • 711 9' Lam.3". 
(b) Fidelity to one's obligations or official duties; conscientiousness, hon­

esty in dealing: 2 Ki. 1216 : "Moreover they reckoned not with the men 

into whose hands they delivered the money to give to them that did the 

work; for they dealt faithfully." See also I Sam. 26" 2 Chr. 19• 31 11 3412• 

(c) In a more strictly religious sense, steadfast adherence. to God: Hab. 2•: 

"But the righteous shall live by his faithfulness." 

3. A trust, an office: 1 Chr. 9"• "·" 2 Chr. 31 16 , 11• 

B. JlCI:! and n1,1t1 (the latter much more frequent in 0. T. than 

the former) have substantially the same range of meanings as :,iiot\, ex­

cept that neither of them seems to have been used in a physical sense. 

JlCI:! (Deut. 32•• Isa. 26• Prov. 1311, etc.) is rendered by 1tl1n,,; in the 

Lxx in Deut. 32" only. n7t~ is translated by 1tl,rta,; in Prov. t 1411 

15" (16•) Jer. 35 (28)• 39 (32)" 40 (33)•. In nearly ninety instances it fo 
rendered by ci),:lj6e,«, which is also frequently used in b'ansJating :'l¾lO~. 

C. l'l?t\v in O. T. means: 

1. To stand still, to be steady: Job 3914, of a horse. 
2. To believe a statement, or a person making a statement. 

(a) Proprie, without clear implication of anything else than this: I Ki. 
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107: "I believed not the ·words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen 

it." See also Gen. 4511 2 Chr. 91 Prov. 14" Job 911 15" 29" Jer. 12• 4011 

Lam. 4"• 
(b) To believe a statement, or a person making a statement, or, with 

reference to a fact, to accept its evidence, with an implication of conduct 
corresponding thereto, especially a corresponding trust in the person who 

speaks or to whom the fact or statement pertains; usually with',, but occa­

sionally with :i: Gen. 15•: "And he believed (in?) Yahweh, and he counted 

it to him for righteousness." See also Ex. 41, •· •· • 1 Sam. 2711 2 Chr. 3211 

Ps. 78" 1o612
, "Hab. 1• Isa. 7• 531 Jer. 12•. 

3. With a personal object, or an object treated as personal, when there 

is no specific refer~nce to a statement made, to trust, to put cc;mfidence in; 
usually with :i. 

(a) Proprie: Deut. 1": "In this thing ye did not believe (in?) Yahweh 

your God." See also Job 411 1515, 11 391• Mic. 7• Judg. n••. 
(b) With the idea of trust there is sometimes associated that of recog­

nition of one's character or standing; used with reference to Yahweh, his 

prophets and his commandments: Ex. 1411 : "And the people feared Yahweh 
and they believed in Yahweh, and in his servant Moses." See also Ex. 19• 

Ps. n9 .. 2 Chr. 20". Used with reference to God the emphasis is some­
times clearly upon the element of trust, confidence, reliance: Nu. 1411 

Ps. 2711 78" n610 Isa. 2811 Dan. 624• Some of these, perhaps, belong under 
(a). ln other cases the emphasis is almost as clearly on the recognition of 

authority and character, which calls for obedience: Nu. 2011 Deut. 9" 2 Ki. 

17u Jn. 3• Isa. 4311• 

4. To have assurance of: Deut. 2811 Job 24". 

III. USAGE OF THE SEPTUAGINT. 

A. IIla-r1c; represents :il,tl!J, in all the phases of its meaning except 

the first, "steadiness," "stability." Though occasionally used to translate 

other words, e. g., l\tll;!, the meanings of which are closely similar to 

those of :,i~tl~, the analysis of the meanings of the latter word may, 

with the omission of 1, stand also for 'ltla-ttc;. 
B. Iltau6c.> is the regular representative in the Lxx of !'l;l!'.!v in the 

Hebrew, though the latter is rendered by !11,"Jt1cm6c.> in Deut. 111 Judg. 11•• 
2 Chr. 20••; by 'X,0C't0C'lt1a-re6c.> in Mic. 7•, and by the passive of u!Oc.> in 

Prov. 26". The meanings of ma-rE6c.> are the same as those of the Hebrew 
verb, with the probable exception of the physical sense, to stand stI11. For 

though the Lxx have 'lt1a-r,6c.>, in Job 39" it is not clear what sense they 
intended to give the words, and the passage is not sufficient evidence that 

the Greek word had the physical sense. The usual construction with 

'ltla-r16c.> in the Lxx is a dat. of the person or thing believed or trusted 

(representing both~ and :i after the Hebrew verb). See Gen. 15• 4511 

Ex. 41 Jn. 3•, etc. Other constructions, such as iY with the dat. (Ps. 77 
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(78)" Jer. 12• Dan. 6"), 15,:1 with a clause (Job 911 1511), and the infinitive 
(Job 15" Ps. 26 (27) 11) are rare. 

IV. USAGE OF THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA. 

A. Illa't1<;;. The usage of the noun in these books shows clearly the in­
fluence of the Greek usage as distinguished from the Hebrew. It means: 

1. In the passive sense: faithfulness, truthfulness, sincerity: Wisd. 314 

Sir. 15 15 4012 41" 46 16 1 Mac. 10", 37 14" 3 Mac. 3•. In 4 Mac. 15" 1622 17• 

the passive meaning seems more probable, though the active sense is in all 

cases possible. 
2. In the active sense: faith, confidence. 
(a) Towards God: Sir. 1" (") 491•, though in both these cases the passive 

meaning is possible. 
(b) Between men, credit: Sir. 22" 27" 37••. 

3. A pledge of faith or friendship: 3 Mac. 310; cf. Jos. Ant. 20. 62 (3•). 

B. II1a,:e6w means: 
1. To believe a statement, or a person making a statement. 
(a) Proprie, without clear implication that anything else is involved: 

1 Esd. 4" Toh. 2 14 s• (•) 10• (•) 14• (•) bis Sir. 1916 Dan. Susan. 41 1 

Mac. 1041• 

(b) To believe, with implication of the assumption of the corresponding 
attitude of trust or adherence; the following are possible instances: Sir. 13 11 

1 Mac. 1•• (A). 
2. To trust, to put confidence in. 
(a) Proprie: Wisd. 16" (dat.) 18• Sir. 2•• •· 10, 11 u 11 1210 35 (32) ,. 3611 (") 

Dan. Susan. 53 Lxx {pass.) 1 Mac. 77 2 Mac. 311• 

(b) To put confidence in and to accept, yielding allegiance to: Jdth. 1410 

(dat.) Wisd. 12• (h:/ with acc.). 
3. Absolutely: to be confident, to be at ease: Sir. 35 (32) 11• 

4. To entrust (dat. and acc.): Wisd. 14• 1 Mac. 818 2 Mac. 3"· 

V. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

Il/a'tt<;; and 1tta'teuw, as used in N. T., clearly show the influence alike of 
the Greek usage of the words and of the Hebrew thought of which they 
became the vehicle. The words are Greek, the roots of the thought are 
mainly in the experience and writings of the Hebrew prophets and psalmists. 
Yet in important respects the usage of the N. T. has moved away from 
that of both lines of its ancestry. 

Thus while 1tla'tt<;; in the Lxx and Apocr. is almost exclusively passive 
in sense, and in classical writers apparently about as often passive as 

, active, in N. T. it is in a large proportion of cases active, signifying not 

"faithfulness," but "faith." 
Again, while in the Greek writers the terms are prevailingly intellectual 

or ethical, i. e., are used of an intellectual or moral attitude, in either case 
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in a sphere other than that of religion, and in Jewish-Greek (following in 
this the Hebrew) prevailingly ethical, in N. T. 'lt!a,;t,;; is employed almost 
exclusively in the religious realm, and 'lttO"t'euw prevailingly so. IltO"t'auw 

is indeed used of an acceptance of a proposition of religious signifi­
cance without any corresponding moral act or attitude (see 1, (b), under 
'lttO"t'auw), but such a use of 'lt!O"t't<; is very rare. See below, 'ltlcm,;;, II 1. 

While always including or involving acceptance of truth, that which is 
called 'ltlcm,;; in N. T. carries with it also the volitional action which such 
acceptance calls for. See Mt. 911,,. Mk. 11•1-2• Rom. 1o•fl. 2 Thes. 211 

Heb. 11• Jn. 2031• It is true that in certain instances such as Heb. 111, • 

the emphasis is so laid upon the apprehension and acceptance of truth 
rather than upon the corresponding volitional action, as to seem to imply 
that volitional action (except as involved in the will to believe) is not 
strictly speaking included in faith. But it is clear from the remainder of 
the chapter that the writer intends to apply the term 'ltlO"t't<; only to a 
belief which exerts a determinative influence on conduct. If, therefore, 
volitional action is not strictly included in the term 'ltlO"t't<; it is involved in 
the act itself. In Jas. 2 1

'"'•, it is true also that 'ltlO"t't,;; is used of a purely 
intellectual holding of a religious proposition. But this usage is quite 
exceptional in N. T., and, moreover, the whole argument of this passage is 
aimed at showing that such faith is futile, and the usage of the rest of the 
letter indicates that in this passage the writer is merely adopting the verbal 
usage of another whose views he does not hold, and whose usage of words 
is different from his own usual employment of them. 

Once again, while in the Lxx (representing t•t;i~:;)) and Apocr., 

'lttO"t'euw, followed by words referring to God or persons or things represent­
ing God, is often used to express the attitude of the religious man, and 
while this use of the word furnishes the principal basis or point of attach­
ment for the development of N. T. usage, it becomes much more frequent 
and important in N. T. than in O. T. In short, both 'ltlO"t't<; and 'lttO"t'auw 

are in N. T. prevailingly religious rather than intellectual or ethical terms, 
'ltlO"t't<; is active rather than passive, and both are employed with much 
greater frequency than in preceding literature, either Greek or Hebrew. 

These facts are to such an extent characteristic of N. T. as a whole that 
while its several portions exhibit considerable difference in their emphasis 
upon the different elements or aspects of faith, yet these differences do not 
necessitate a separate lexicographical treatment for the different writers. 

The prominence of the verb and the fact that 'lt!O"t't<; is active, so that 

the idea expressed by it is more definitely expressed by the verb with its 
various limitations, make it expedient that the verb should precede the 

noun. 

A. IltO"t'auw has the following meanings: 
1. To accept as true, to believe a proposition, or a person making a state­

ment. The thing believed is expressed by an accusative, or by a clause 
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introduced by 3-rt; once by an infinitive with subject accusative (Acts 1511); 

once by a dative (Acts 2414); once bye!<; with the accusative (1 Jn. 5100); 

the name of the person making the statement, or the impersonal thing which 

is thought of as bearing testimony, is in the dative (Mt. 21"•., Jn. s", etc.), 
very rarely with a preposition (Mk. 1" Lk. 24"); the verb is sometimes used 
absolutely when the context indicates what limitation is intended. 

(a) The thing believed may be any fact of every-day life: Jn. 911 1 Cor. 

un; even a thing wholly false: 2 Thes. 211 : e!<; -ro 1ttcrreuaa1 a~ou,; -rtji 

q,euiSet. 
(b) It may be a proposition of religious significance, the verb designating 

a merely intellectual assent to it, without implying (the context may even 

exclude) any corresponding moral attitude. This is most clearly so in 
Jas. 219 : xal -ra: iSaqJmcz 1ttcrreuoua1v xal q,plaaouatv. Other probable ex­

amples are: Mt. 24"• 21 Mk. 1321 (16 11, ") Jn. 212 3" 4" 845 • " Acts 811 15 11 

26" Rom. 6• 13' 1 Thes. 4" 1 Jn. 41• 

(c) But in the great majority of cases the thing believed is a proposition 

pertaining to God or Christ, the person believed is God or Christ, or some 
one bringing the divine message; and it is more or less clearly implied that 

the belief itself is accompanied by the conduct corresponding thereto, espe­
cially by a corresponding trust in the person who is believed, or to whom 

the statement pertains: Jn. 5": b -rov ).6yov µ.ou &:xouwv xal 1ttcrreuwv 't'tji 

uµ<j,czv-r! µe Ix.et ~WTJY a!wvtov. See also Mt. 813 9" 21"• ..... Mk. 111 (ev) 

S" 9"• " II
23

• " 15" Lk. 1" 811
, "· •• 20• 2217 24" Jn. 1•• (") 4••· •• S"· 11

• u, 
... '1 6H, .. 8H 1011, H, 17, 81 1116, 2th, 27, co, n 1218, If r3u 1410, 11, 2t 1627,IO, 11 

171," 1911 201
, "· 

11
• 11 Acts 4• 81

• 13" 24" 27" Rom. 4•• "· 18 10•• 11 2 Cor. 411 

Gal. 3• 2 Thes. 110 Jas. 2U Heh. u• l Jn. 311 5'· •. 10b, •. 

2. To trust, to put confidence in, to commit one's self to; usually with the 

added idea of recognition of the character or standing of the one trusted 

and allegiance to him. The object, which is always a word referring to 

Christ (except in Jn. 12""-Cven here implied, not expressed-141 Acts 16,. 

Rom. 4" 911) is most commonly introduced by the preposition e!,;, but 

sometimes by i1tl with dat. or acc., and is in a few cases expressed by a sim­
ple dative. The verb in this sense is not infrequently used absolutely, the 

context supplying the obje.::t and construction. In Jn. 141 Rom. 911 1011 

1 Pet. 2• 2 Tim. 11• Tit. 31 Heh. 41, the idea of trust is probably prominent, 

perhaps to the exclusion of any other. Usually that of acceptance and 

adherence is in the foreground: Gal. 21t: Ml -l)µet,; e!<; Xpta-rov 'll')aoEiv 

£1tta-reuaczµev. Mt. 18• 27 .. M.k. 9 .. Jn. 11• 2 11, •• 3 11, 11 (bis) " 411 6"· ao, 

11, Ill, 40 7"· 11, 11, ... u gu, 10, 31 911, ... II IO" 11H, Ha, "· .. 1211, ... "· n, "· 41 

14" 16 1 17so Acts 9 .. 10•• u 17 14u 1611, u 18• 19• 22" Rom. 10" Phil. 1" 

1 Tim. 111 311 1 Pet. 1 • 1 Jn. 510•, 11• 

The construction 1tta-re61,1 e!,;, which is found in all the passages cited 
under 2, except Mt. 27 .. Acts 9 .. uu 1611 2219 Rom. 4,. 9•• 1011 z Pet. 2• 

I Tim. 111 (l1tl) Jn. 6•• 811 Acts 16" 18•• (dat.) Jn. 611 911 1 Tim. 311 (abso-
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lutely), appears for the first time in N. T. The rarity of the construction 

in the synoptic gospels and Acts (Mt. 18• Mk. 9" Acts 10" 14" 19•), its 
appearance in Paul and Acts alongside of the Lxx construction 'lttcrra6<.> &'lt! 

with approximately equal frequency, and its entire displacement of the 

latter usage in the Johannine writings, suggest the probability that it first 
came into literary use in the Christian (perhaps Pauline) circles of the 

apostolic age, as being more exactly expressive of the Christian feeling 

respecting the relation of the believer to Christ, especially in its aspect of 
acceptance arid adherence, than any previously current phraseology. It 

may have been previously used colloquially, or have been coined colloquially 

in Christian circles. It is used with an impersonal object in 1 Jn. 51•• only. 
3. To have faith, referring to Christian faith as such witliout empha­

sis upon any special aspect of it: Rom. 1 11 : 8uva:µ1,; r~? 6aou mlv d,; 

aW't'Y)pla:v 'lta:v'l:'l 'l'«j> 'lttcrrauoV'l:'1. See also Mk. 9" Acts 2« 412 5" (?) II" 

1311
, "· •• 141 15•• 7 1711

, " 18•b, 17 19•• 1• 21••· 16 Rom. 3" 411 10•• 10 1311 1511 

1 Cor. 1" 3• 14" 15•. 11 Gal. 3'tt Eph. 111, " 1 Thes. 17 210, 11 1 Pet. 2 7 Jude'· 

4. To have confidence, to be bold: Rom. 14•: !l,; IJ,111 'lttcrraue, q,a:yerv 

mY'l:'a:. The basis of this confidence is indicated by v.1 to be Christian faith; 

yet the verb here apparently means simply, to have confidence, the allu­

sion to 'lt!a'l:'1<; in the Christian sense lying not in the verb, but in its power 

to recall the 'lt!a'l't<; of v. 1• 

5. To entrust (followed by acc. and dat., or in the passive by acc.): 

Jn. 2": a:0'1:'o<; 8e '1-riaou,; oO>t h!a'l:'euev a:~'l:'011 a:u't'of,;. See also Lk. 1611 

Rom. 3• I Cor. 917 Gal. 2' 1 Thes. 2• I Tim. 1 11 Tit. 11• 

B. Il!a't't<; has the following senses: 

I. The passive sense: faithfulness, fidelity to one's promises or obliga­

tions. 
1. Proprie, of the fidelity of God to his promises, or of the faithfulness of 

men to one another: Mt. 23" Rom. 3' Gal. S" Tit. 21
•. 

2. Evidence, assurance: Acts 1711• 

II. The active sense: faith, belief, trust. 
1. Belief,of a proposition, or of a person, intellectual assent simply as 

such: Jas. 2 1,-,•. 

2. Belief of the truth concerning, and corresponding trust in, a person 

including or involving the attitude of will and conduct which such belief 

calls for, especially the committal of one's self to him to whom the truth 

pertains. The object of faith in this sense is in N. T. almost always ex­

plicitly or by implication God or Christ; rarely the truth or a truth. 

(a) Apprehension and acceptance of the truth concerning God or Christ 

with the emphasis on this intellectual element: Heb. n•: 'lt!a'l:'et 11oouµe11 

>ta:'1'1J?'t'!aa:a6,n 'l:'ou,; a:!G>va:<; (iiiµa:'l:'1 6aou. CJ. v.1• 

(b) Belief in the power and willingness of God, as revealed in the pre­

Christian period, to bless, help, and save, and a corresponding trust and 
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obedience; used of the faith of Abraham: Rom. 4'· 11 , "· 11 , 11, 11 Heh. u•• 
•• 17; of that of other O. T. characters: Heh. 4• n•• •· 7 (bis) 11, 11, "·"· 

(c) Of essentially the same type is the faith in God which Jesus, in the 
synoptic gospels, enjoins his disciples to exercise: Mk. n": l;,:;e-,;e -i,;{a-,;tv 

Oeoii. See also Mt. 17" 21 11 Lk. 171, • 18•; and that which is spoken of in 

Jas. 1 1, •. 

(d) Belief in the power and willingness of Jesus to do a certain thing, 

heal the sick, deliver from peril, forgive sins, accompanied by a co=ittal 
of one's self to him in reference to the matter in question: Mt. 9": xcm¼ 

tjv 'ltlntv ull,6>v yev110~-,;w OiJ,tV, CJ. v.21 : 'lttneue-,;e g'tt OUV<ZIJ,at -,;oii-,;o 

-itoti)aat; see also Mt. 81• 9••" 1518 Mk. 2• 4•• S" 10" Lk. s•• 7•• •• 825, "1711 

18". Closely akin to this is the faith in the name of the risen Jesus, which 

secured the healing of the sick, Acts 311 14•. InJas. S" it is not clear whether 
the faith referred to is thought of as faith in God or in Christ. 

(e) The acceptance of the gospel message concerning Jesus Christ, and 

the committal of one's self for salvation to him or to God as revealed in 

him. Such faith is often spoken of specifically as faith in Jesus Christ, less 
often as faith in or towards God, very frequently simply as faith, or the 

faith, its specifically Christian character as based upon the Christian reve­

lation and involving acceptance of the gospel message being implied in the 

context. 

The large number of cases which fall under this head divide themselves 
into several classes, differing, however, only in the greater or less clearness 

with which the nature and object of the faith is expressed, or in the empha­
sis upon one or another phase of it. 

(i) Those in which the object of the faith is distinctly expressed by an 
objective genitive or prepositional phrase. The article is sometimes pre­

fixed and the faith is definitely identified as\ the faith in Christ Jesus or 

towards God: Acts 2011 : tjv e!,; Oeov iJ.E't<XVotav xal 'ltlntv e!,; -,;ov xuptov 

iJIJ.wV 'I11aoiiv. See also Acts 24" Eph. 1" 3" Col. 1• 2•• " 1 Thes. 1• Jas. 2 1 

Rev. 211 1411• Sometimes it is omitted, giving the phrase a qualitative 

force: Rom. 3"•., Gal. 2 11 (bis) 3" Phil. 3•• Heh. 61 ('ltla-,;ew,; hl Oe6v). 

Occasionally the noun is without the article, but the qualifying phrase is 

preceded by an article agreeing with 'ltia"tt,;, giving the sense, "faith," or 

"a faith which is," etc. So in Gal. 2•• Acts 2611 1 Tim. 311 2 Tim. 111 311. 

(ii) Those in which -i,;{a-,;t,; is accompanied by a subjective genitive or 

equivalent phrase indicating by whom the faith is exercised. The article 

is in this case almost invariably present. The object of the faith is usually 

indicated, more or less definitely, by the context, but occasionally directly 

expressed, such cases falling at the same time under the preceding head: 

Lk. 22" Rom. 1•• " 1 Cor. 2• 15"• 17 2 Cor. 1"" 1016 Phil. 2 17 Col. 1• 2• 

1 Thes. 1• 3'· •· •· '· 10 2 Thes. 1• 2 Tim. 2 11 Phm. '· • Heh. 13 7 Jas. 1• 

1 Pet. 1 1," 2 Pet. 1• 1 Jn. s• Jude" Rev. 2" 131•. Without the article: 
Tit. 1 1• 
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(iii) Those in which, though there is neither objective nor subjective 
!imitation, the distinctly Christian character of the faith is clearly implied 

in the context. The article sometimes occurs marking the faith either as 
that just previously spoken of, as in Rom. 3"b 2 Cor. 1"b Phil. 3•h, or as 

that referred to in the accompanying phrase, as in Gal. 1", or, most fre­

quently, as the well-known (Christian) faith, as in Gal. 61
•. For other 

examples with the article, see Acts 67 (1t0Auc; 'te 5x),oc; 'tWY lepfov u1tfptouov 

'tjj 1tfcrm) Acts 13• 1412 15• 16• Rom. 311 108, 17 (the article is possibly gen­

eric in this case) II" 1 Cor. 1613 2 Cor. 411 13' Gal. 1" 3"• "· " Eph. 317 411 

6" Phil. 1"• " Col. 121 27 1 Thes. 1• 2 Thes. 3' 1 Tim. 111h 3• 41
• • 51, 11 

6 10, "· 21 2 Tim. 1• 218 3•• 10 4' Tit. 113 2• Heh. 12• 1 Pet. 1• 5' Jude•. CJ. 
also Eph. 4•.* When the article is omitted the noun has a ·qualitative 

force, as in Acts II 24 14" Rom. 1•• 17 (ter) 51 9••· 12 10• 1628 2 Cor. 87 Gal. 3•• •· 

•· •· " 5'· • Eph. 2• 6" 1 Thes. 5• 2 Thes. 1" 1 Tim. 1•• •· •· "· 10• 27, "411 611 

2 Tim. 222 Tit. 1• 210 311 Heh. 10" 1 Pet. 1• 2 Pet. 11.t 
(iv) Those which refer to Christian faith as a belief in the power and 

willingness of God to work through men in the gifts of the Spirit; used both 
definitely and qualitatively: Rom. 123, • 1 Cor. 12• 13•• 11• 

(v) Those which speak of Christian faith with special reference to the 

element of reliance upon God for acceptance with him apart from works of 

law and merit, and its consequent power to free one from the scruples of 
legalism or asceticism; used both definitely and qualitatively: Rom. 141, 11• 11 

(bis) 1 Tim. 4• (?). 

(f) Faith without reference to the distinction between faith in God as 
revealed in the 0. T. period and faith as the acceptance of the gospel mes­

sage; the term thus signifies faith as the ii,ttitude towards God of the man 

who accepts and believes whatever accredits itself to him as from God, and 
commits himself in trustfulness and obedience to God, whether towards 

God as known in the 0. T. period or as revealed in Christ. In the nature 

• In certain of these cases by a semi-metonymy, faith, as the central principle of Chris­
tianity and the determinative factor of the Christian life, stands almost for Christianity 
itself, without, however, wholly losing its own proper meaning of (active) faith. See I Tim. 
1 11b 3' 4• s• 610, n 2 Tim. 3• Tit. 1 11 2• Jude•. Out of this usage there undoubtedly grew in 
time the use of ,,-i<rr•< to denote Christianity and in particular the beliefs of Christianity. 
But it is douhtful whether this stage of development is reached in N. T. Gal. 1• 2 Tim. 4', 
sometimes regarded as examples of this usage, are certainly not such, and are not even to be 
classed with those cited above. ,,-i<rr« in these two passages has its proper and usual N. T. 
sense of (active) faith in Christ. 

t These anarthrous cases form a transition from those in which the reference is distinctly 
to the belief of the gospel and faith in Christ, or in God as revealed in Christ, to those in which 
(see f. below) faith is spoken of without reference to the extent of the revelation and with­
out distinction between its O. T. type and its N. T. form. Respecting some of the passages 
cited above, e. g., Gal. 3•• •• '• it may fairly be questioned on which side of the line they 
belong. That the line of distinction can not be sharply drawn and that N. T. writers easily 
pass from one conception to the other is a result and evidence of the fact that faith, whether 
directed towards the God revealed in O. T. or towards Christ or God as revealed in the ,iospel, 
is conceived of as always essentially the same in character. 
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of the case the word in these instances is qualitative and hence without 
the article or accompanied by the generic article. See Rom. 311, ••· •• 4"· ,..· 

9••· 12 2 Cor. 51 Gal. 3 1
, 

12 Heb. 612 10''·" n• Jas. 2•. In Rom. 1 17• Gal. 311, 

though the quotation is from 0. T. and :,;10~ of the original meant 

"faithfulness," Paul evidently takes 1tla-rc~ in the active sense-an inter­
pretation which is not wholly without basis in the O. T. passage, since 
:,~,c~ there denotes a steadfast adherence to God which implies faith 

in the active sense as an essential element of the experience. In Rom. 411h 

ix 1tlcnew~ 'A{)pa:6:µ. means "of an Abrahamic faith," i. e., possessing a 

faith which like that of Abraham was exercised outside of the regime of law. 
Two elements of the apostle Paul's conception of faith are worthy of 

special attention. On the one hand, he conceived of faith in Christ as 
issuing in a vital fellowship of the believer with Christ, by which Christ 
becomes the compelling and controlling force in the believer's moral life 

(Gal. 2•• s•). On the other hand, he laid great stress upon the essential 
identity of such faith in God as existed in the O. T. period and the Chris­
tian type of faith. The doctrine of faith in Christ is defended by an appeal 
to the faith of Abraham, and the permanence and continuity of the prin­
ciple of faith as the determinative element of God's demand upon men 
urgently maintained. The union of these two elements in his idea of 
Christian faith, viz., its higher possibilities and normal destiny, and its 
essential identity with the more primitive faith of an older period is an 
important fact for the understanding of his thought. 

Neither idea, however, is peculiar to Paul. The former .permeates the 
fourth gospel, though usually expressed in terminology other than that of 
Paul. The latter appears in almost all parts of N. T. According to the 
synoptic gospels Jesus teaches men to believe in God and invites them to 
have faith in him, apparently assUining that the production of the one faith 
will generate the other, and, indeed, expressly affirming that he that receives 
him receives him that sent him (Mk. 917). The fourth gospel expresses the 
same thought more explicitly in terms of faith (12") and reiterates it in 
other forms. In the Epistle to the Hebrews Christians are exhorted to 
maintain their faith in Christ by 0. T. examples of faith in God. 

It is involved, i$.plicitly if not explicitly, in this recognition of the essen­
tial identity of pre-Christian and Christian faith that while all faith has of 
necessity an intellectual element, the intellectual content of faith is not a 
fixed quantity. Faith may differ in different persons and in the same per­
son at different times. It is capable of development and of waning, and 
this both in respect to the content of the truth apprehended and in respect 
to the intensity or firmness with which it is exercised. See Mt. 1528 Lk. 7• 
17•• • 22" Acts 6 5 1421 16• Rom. 117 4"· •• 12• 1 Cor. 13• 2 Cor. 87 1011 Phil. 116 

Col. 1•• 2• 1 Thes. 3 1• 2 Thes. 11 1 Tim. 4 1 512 610 Jas. 2•• 22• 

To what extent Paul influenced early Christian usage of the words 1tca-ra6w 

and 1tla:1~ and the idea. of faith associated with them; to what extent he 



was himself influenced by earlier Christian thought, is not easy to determine 
with accuracy. In the synoptic gospels, aside from a single instance which 
by its exceptional use of Pauline phraseology (Mt. 18•; the phrase 1'ta-rauw 

e!<; in Mk. 9" is in all probability not original, but a harmonistic addition 
from Mt. 18•, and in the latter an editorial modification of the source), 
betrays an influence of the Pauline usage, the conception of faith is simple 
and relatively elementary. On the one hand, it includes the idea of trust 
in God frequently expressed in O. T. by n~~ and in the Lxx by n1'ot8a: 

and n . .,.~w, aµd, on the other band, that of confidence in the willingness 
and ability of Jesus to do certain things, usually to heal sickness or rescue 
from danger, rarely to forgive sins. It is never so used as to imply that 
faith in Jesus necessarily involved any formal definition of h,is person or 
mission; it is not, for example, employed in relation to Peter's confession of 
the messiahship of Jesus (Mk. 8" and parallels). 

When the early church accepted Jesus as the Messiah, and confession 
that he was Lord and Christ became the keynote of the new religious move­
ment that attached itself to his name, both the volitional and the doc­
trinal element of faith (cf. under 1'ta't"euw, 1 (c) and 2) became more definite 
and more prominent. Yet the simple use of the word "faith" continued 
(Acts 311), and it is not possible to determine from the early chapters of 
Acts precisely to what extent confession of Jesus in explicit doctrinal terms 
became associated with the word 'J.!CJ't"t<;. The noun is infrequent, and the 
verb occurs almost wholly in narrative passages, which doubtless reflect 
the usage of the period when Acts was written rather than of that of the 

events. 
There can be little doubt that it was largely to Paul that the Christian 

movement owed that strong emphasis on· faith, and the prominence of the 
word in the Christian vocabulary which is reflected in N. T. as a whole. 
Clearly the emphasis on "faith" and "works of law" as antithetical con­
ceptions is mainly due to him. That Jesus was, like Paul after him, a non­
legalist, the evidence seems clearly to prove. But there is no reason to 
think that he developed a sharp antithesis between law and faith. The 
early church believed in Jesus as the Christ, but it was not, for the most 
part at least, consciously anti-legalistic, and it apparently did not occur 
to the early; apostles to set faith and works or faith and law in antithesis to 
one another. To Paul, also, we doubtless owe the conception of faith as 
creating a mystical union with Christ, which appears in his letters, and of 
the influence of which the post-Pauline literature gives evidence. In this 
case as in so many others, Paul was a most important factor in the creation 
of the Christian vocabulary, not by inventing words, but by making 
them the bearers of his new thought or emphasis. 

See the excellent discussion in W. H. P. Hatch," The Pauline Idea of 

Faith," in Haroard Theological Stutliu, IT, Cambridge, 1917. 
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XVII. IlNETMA AND ~AP.E.• 

I. ITNETMA. 

A. Ilvau!J.(Z appears first among Greek writers in JEschylus. Its mean­
ings in writers down to and including Aristotle are "wind," "air," "breath," 
"life." The meaning "spirit" does not appear. Xenophanes is said by 
Diogenes Laertius, IX 2. 3 (19), to have been the first to say that the soul, 
,j,ux,ii, is 'ltYeuµa, but the context shows that by this statement Xenophanes 
did not mean that the soul is (immaterial) spirit, but rather, as against the 
views of his predecessors that the soul lives after death as a shade, he affirms 
that everything that comes into being is also subject to extinction, and that 
the soul is but breath or air. To Anaximenes, a contemporary of Xenopha­
nes, Plutarch, Plac. phil. r•, ascribes the words: oiov TJ <jlux,71, g,1)cm, TJ 7Jµe-repa 

ciTJp o~aa: au-yxpGt't'Ei TJ[.la<; xal IS'>,.ov -rov x6aµov 'ltYEuµa xal ciTJp ,reptex,et. 

The passage shows that in Xenophanes' day it was held that the soul was 
air; it suggests that ciTjp and ,rveuµa: are nearly synonymous terms, and that 
both are used of a substance supposed to control the world, and hence in 
some sense of cosmic significance. Cicero says that Anaximenes made air 
God, but he did not, so far as we know, say either that 'ltYeuµa was God or 
that God was 'ltYeuµa, nor do we know of any other pre-Aristotelian writer 
who did so. Of Heraclitus, who found the origin of all things in fire, yet 
also, according to Aristotle, said that the origin of all things was soul, 
,j,ux,ii, Siebeck, op. cit., says that he thinks of 'ltYEu!J.(Z as that which con­
nects the soul with the surrounding air, which is itself thought of as more 
or less soul or spirit. Epicharmus speaks of earth (i. e., the body) as going 
to earth in death, and of 'ltYeuµa: as going above. Yet no pre-Aristotelian 
writer apparently uses -r;euµa: as an individualising term or as the equiva­
lent of soul. From Xenophanes down to N. T. times <jlux,71, soul, is an 
individual and functional term whose definition was not in that of which it 
was composed but in its functions; it is the seat of life, feeling, thought. 
,rveu!J.(Z, on the other hand, is a term of substance, defined not by its func­
tions, which are very variable, but by its qualities. CJ. the terms "knife" 
and "steel," "sword" and "bronze." Aristotle distinguishes between in-

* For fuller discussion see Holsten, Zum. Eoangelium des Paulus u. Petrus, pp. 365 JI., 
Rostock, 1868; Wendt, Die Begrijfe Fleisch und Geist, Gotha, 1878; Dickson, SI. Paul's Use 

of the Terms Flesh and Spirit, Glasgow, 1883; Gunkel, Die Wirkungen des heiligen Geisles, 

Gottingen, 1888; Schoemaker, "The Use of !:ll"I in the 0. T. and of ,rv,vµa in the N. T.," in 

Journal of Biblical Literature, 1904, pp. 13-67; Wood, The Spirit of God in Biblical Literature, 

N. Y. 1904; Siebeck, "Neue Beitrll.ge zur Entwickelungsgeschichte des Geist-Begriffs," in 
Archio Jar Geschichk der Philosophie, Bd. XXVII, 1914, pp. 1-16; Burton, Spirit, Soul, and 

Flesh: The Usage of Ilv<vµa, -tvxii and -:i.&.~ in Greek Writings, and Translated Works from 

the Earliest Period to 180 A. D. and of their Equi!lalents .... in the . . . . Old Testament, 

Chicago, 1918; also articles of which the above-mentioned monograph is an expansion and 
revision, published under the same title in AJT. Oct., 1913; Jan., 1914; July, 1914; Oct., 
1914; July, 11915; Oct., 1915. The following discussion is in part a reproduction and in part 

a condensation of this book and these articles, 



IlNEl'MA 

born air, au.i,q,u-rov 'lCVECilJ.Qi, and air which is inhaled from without. But he 
also speaks of 1t11euµix in a sense which he expressly distinguishes from 
1t11eCiµix meaning the air of which wind is composed, and apparently, also, 

from the auµq,u-rov 1tveCiµix, describing it as the substance which is in both 

plants and animals, and permeates all, cltd: 1tixv-ro,; ol'lpm, and is both living 
and generative, Mund. 4 (394 b. 101-). Thus in ancient writers 'll:VEUIJ,Qi is 

neither the soul nor God, but a substance identical with or akin to air, 
but possessing, according to some writers, intelligence, according to others 

being the substance of which the soul is composed, and to others a sort of 

soul-stuff or world-stuff, the basis of all life, if not of all existence. 
In post-classical Greek writers, the principal meanings of 1t11euµix, in order 

offrequency,are"wind," "life," "air." The meaning "breath?'dropsout, 

or is absorbed in the meaning "life." In one passage in Dionysius 
Halicamassensis (Antiq. 1 11) the word is used of a demon, perhaps under 

Hebrew influence. The Stoics made much use of the term 1tVeuµix. 

Chrysippus affirmed that the ultimate reality was 1tVeulJ.Qi moving itself 

(Stob. Eel. i. 17•) and the Stoics generally held this monistic view. Their 
1tveuµct has both material and "spiritual" qualities. Affirming that the 

soul is awlJ.Qi, by which the Stoics meant not only that it was real but that it 
possessed physical qualities, and, on the other hand, that it is 1tVeuµix (Zeno 

calls it 'lt1l!UlJ.Qi l!v8epµov; and Chrysippus, according to Galen, auµq,u-rov 

TJl.l,iv auvexe,; 1t!XV'tt -r,ji awµc:m lMp1.ov), they indicate both that the 
'lCYeulJ.Qi has intellectual qualities and that the soul itself has physical qual­

ities. The 1tYeu1J,Q1, of which the soul is composed, is awlJ.Qi, but is permeated 
with ).6yo,;, and the organs of sense-perception are called 1t11euµix-rix voepcx, 

the 1tYeijµix extending from the governing part of the soul to the organs of 

sense-perception. Posidonius was, so f~r as we know, first among the 
Greeks to say that God was 1t11euµix, to which he added voepov lf.lXt 1tupwoe,;. 

Two hundred years before Posidonius, Menander used the phrase 1tVeGµix 

8eiov in a way to show that some of his contemporaries ascribed to it the 
control of human affairs, but how far it was individualised and personalised 

does not appear, and it remains that with rare if any exception, 1tYeuµix is 

to the end of the first Christian century still a term of substance, not of 
functions, and a name not of God or the human soul, but of the substance of 

which both are composed, a refined and ethereal substance, yet still a sub­
stance and not yet thought of as immaterial. Akin to this, but probably to 

be distinguished from it, is 1t11euµix as a permeating principle or force. Aris­

totle's language leaves it uncertain whether in his day it was thought of as 

extending· to all existence or to animate things only. Plutarch discusses 

the distinction between the souls of men and irrational animals, the prin­
ciple of growth in plants, and the force of cohesion in stones, but does not 

call either of the latter 'ltYeuµix. Galen, in the second century, calls the power 

of cohesion !hm:J<.ov 'lt1leuµix, and finally Sextus Empiricus, in the third cen­
tury, groups all these things together under the common term 'lC\/euµix. 
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The use of similar language in Philo shows that this terminology was 

already in use in the first century. In this century, in which the N. T. 
arose and, as will presently appear, 'ltVeuµ.a: was in very common use among 

Christians, it occurs rather rarely in extant Greek literature, but is found 
in Plutarch, Cornutus, Epictetus, and Dio Chrysostom. It has the fol­

lowing four senses: "wind," "air," "breath," "the medium or bearer of 

psychic energy" (nervous fluid). The most notable fact here is the almost 
total absence of the meaning "spirit.". 

B. The term in Hebrew which corresponds most nearly to 'ltVeilµ.a: in 
Greek is l'.)l,. It bears three meanings, which, in order of frequency, 

are: "spirit," "wind," "breath." The genetic order is probably "wind," 

"spirit," "breath." As spirit it denotes the Spirit of God, the spirit of 
man, and an evil spirit or demon. l'.)1, is also probably originally a term 

of substance, and retained throughout the 0. T. period a trace of this 

meaning in the clinging to it of a quantitative sense, as is illustrated in 

Elisha's request for a double portion of Elijah's spirit (2 Ki. 2•). But 

by an early development of meaning l'.)1, came to be used of the Spirit 

of God, as that through which the power of God was manifested (Gen. 1•), 

and in the later period as the power of God operative in the ethical and 

religious life of the people (Isa. 61 1 Ps. 51 11 [ 11]). In 0. T. it was also used 

of the spirit of man, first probably meaning" strength," "courage," "anger," 

etc. (Judg. 8• Prov. 18"), then the seat of these and other qualities, and 
finally the seat of mentality, though this last usage is late and rare (Job 20•). 

Alike, therefore, in the starting point and in the general range of usage 
there is a large measure of parallelism between the Hebrew ryi, and the 

Greek 'ltVeuµ.a:, which made it inevitable that the latter should become the 

translation and recognised representative of the former. But there is also 

a marked difference between the usage of the two words, especially in the 

fact that the Hebrews so much earlier associated the term with God, making 
it, however, not a predicate of God (the 0. T. never says God is l'.)1,), but 

an individualising name for an expression or manifestation of God. 

C. In Jewish-Greek literature, including Greek works by Jewish 

authors, down to 100 A. o., whether translations of Semitic originals or origi­

nally composed in Greek, 'ltVeu~a. bears three meanings, in order of fre­
quency, as follows: "spirit," "wind," "breath." As "spirit" the term 

denotes the Spirit of God, the spirit of man, and superhuman beings both 

good and evil. Genetic relations can scarcely be spoken of, usages being 

inherited rather than developed. In the Lxx we find for the first time the 

expression 'ltVeu~a 8eou (Gen. 1• 41 11) and 'ltVeu~a cf1 toY (Ps. 50 [51] 11), the 

latter a translation of the Hebrew lli11' 1';',, probably modelled on the 

'ltVeuµ.a: 8erov which Menander's usage proves to have existed among 

the Greeks and which itself occurs occasionally in the Lxx (Job 27• 33•). 
The entire usage in Jewish-Greek shows far more influence of the Hebrew 

view than of Greek thought. 
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D. N. T. usage of 'ltYeuµoc, like that of other Jewish-Greek literature, is 
strongly influenced by the ideas which come from 0. T., which it follows 
much more closely than it does that of Greek writers in general. Yet it 
also shows, especially in Paul, peculiarities of its own, which were probably 

in the main not derived from outside but developed within the circle of 

Christian thought. Of the characteristics of N. T. usage which differen• 
tiate it from non-Jewish-Greek, and to a certain extent from all previous 

usage, the following are the most important: (a) 'ltYeuµ.a is no longer pre­
vailingly a substantial term, as in Greek writers, but, with few exceptions, 

individualising as in Jewish-Greek, following the Hebrew. (b) Its most fre­

quent use is with reference to the Spirit of God. For this there is only the 
slightest precedent in the non-Jewish Greek writers. N. T., ,especially 

Pauline, usage shows a marked advance even on Jewish-Greek. (c) The 

relation of 'ltYeuµoi to <J,u:x;ii is almost wholly new, having only partial prece­
dent in Philo. Whereas in Greek writers generally <J,u:x;ii is the term which 

definitely conveyed the idea of life and mentality, and 'ltYeuµoi is a term of 

substance, in itself conveying no idea of mentality, and ranging all the way 
from "wind" or" air" to an extremely refined substance of which God and 

the soul are composed, and while in the nearly contemporaneous Hermetic 
literature 'ltYeuµ.a is definitely graded below <J,u:x;ii in the scale of being, 

'ltYeuµoi in N. T. assumes a position of definite superiority to the <J,u:x;ii. 

This is due not to the degradation of <J,u:x;ii, but to the elevation of 'lt'l&uµ.a. 

The former is still, as in the Greek usage generally, the general term for 

the seat of life, feeling, thought, and will. But 1tYeuµ.a, having now become 
an individualised term and as such a name both for the soul of man and the . 

Spirit of God, is used as the seat of the ~oral and religious life of man. 

(d) 1tYeGµ.a is now used as a generic term for incorporeal beings, including 
in Paul those who have heavenly bodies. For this usage there is no exact 

previous parallel, though it has its basis in the application of the term 

"JCYEUµ.GC to God and to the demons. A product of this usage and the pre­
ceding, or at least related to them, is the antithesis here formed for tlie 

first time between <j,u:x;tx.6.; and 'ltYeU(J.Q!'t"tx.6.;, which in Paul is applied to 

bodies, designating them as suitable, on the one hand, to a ,jiu:x;ii, a soul 
in an ordinary material body, and on the other to a 1tYeuµ.a, i. e., a soul 

no longer embodied in the ordinary sense (1 Cor. 15"1·); but also to men 
in a religious sense, distinguishing one who has not and one who has the 

Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2"'·). The latter usage appears also in Jude, v.10• 

(f) There is a clear distinction between the work of the Spirit of God in' 
producing the so-called :x;oip!aµoi-roi, such as tongues, prophecy, etc., and the 

operation of the same spirit in producing ethical results, and a depreciation 

of the former as compared with the latter. This appears first in Paul, and 

is perhaps original with him. See Gunkel, Die Wirkungen des heiligen 

Geistes, pp. 62-97, esp. 77.ff. 

The meanings of "JCYeGµoi in N. T. arranged in the order of their probable 

genetic relationships are as follows: 
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I. Wind: Jn. 3••: -ro 'lnlSUtJ.(X 81rou ()f)..et 'lnlet l\(Z\ 't"Y)V q,<,.lVYJV (ZU'tou ,bouet,;, 

,H.).' oux olll(Z,; 7t66ev !pxe-r(Zt, l\(Z\ 1roii 01r&:re1. See also Heh. 1 '· 

II. Breath, breath of life: 2 Thes. 2 8: ml -r6-re &:1rox(ZAu<p6fiae-r(Zt b i!voti-o<; 

Bv b xupto,; ['I1Jaoii,;] &:veAet -r<j, 'lt\leuµ(Z'tt -rou a-r6t',(Z-ro,; (ZU'toii. See also Rev. 

nu 13". 

III. Spirit: an incorporeal, sentient, intelligent, willing being, or the 

element by virtue of which a being is sentient, intelligent, etc. 

A. Embodied, viz., human spirit, that element of a living man by virtue 

of which he lives, feels, perceives, and wills; variously viewed: 

1. As the seat of life, or that in man which constitutes him a living being. 

Lk. 8": l\(Z\ e1rfo-rpe<j,ev -ro 'lnleiiti-(Z (ZU-riJ,;, x(Z\ &:vsa-r1J 7t(ZP(ZXPYJtJ.(X. See also 

Mt. 27•• Lk. 23" Jn. 19" Acts 7" Jas. 2". 

2. As the seat of emotion and will, especially of the moral and religious 

life, including thought as concerned with religion: Mk. 1431 : "l'P1J"l'OPei-re 

l\(Z\ 1rpoaeuxea6e, Yv(Z {J.TJ if).61)-re e!,; 1retp(ZatJ,6v· -ro ti-l!v 1rveiit',(Z 1rp66ufLOV 

TI Ill! ad:p~ &:a6evfi,;. See also Mt. 2641 Mk. 812 Lk. 1" Jn. 4"• "b n" 13 21 

Acts 1711 18" 1921 2022 Rom. 1• 2" 7• 811 1211 1 Cor. 421 7" 1611 2 Cor. 2 11 71, 11 

Gal. 61, •· 11 Eph. 4" Phil. 4" 2 Tim. 4" Phm. " Jas. 4' 2 Pet. 3•. It 
sometimes seems to denote the human spirit as permeated with or dom­

inated by the divine Spirit, either ethically On. 3•h), or ecstatically (r Cor. 

14"• "· "). 
3. As the seat of consciousness and intelligence: r Cor. 2 11 : -rl,; rd:p 

o!llev &:v6pw7tWV -rd: 'tOU &:v6pw7tOU E! tJ.T) 'tO 'lt\lSUt',(Z 'toii &:v6pw7toU 'tO ev au-r<j,; see 

also Mt. 5• Mk. 2• Lk. 1••. 
4. Generically, without reference to these distinctions: Rom. 810 : e! lle: 

Xpta-rli,; iv OtJ,tv, -rli [J.EV awµ.a vexpliv 1Std: d:ti-ap-rlav, -rli Ill! 'lnleiiti-a ~WT) lltd: 

ll1m1oauv1Jv. See also r Cor. 51, • Phil. 1 17 Col. 2• 1 Thes. 5" Heh. 411 12• (?) 

Rev. 22•. 

B. Unembodied or disembodied spirit: more exactly, a sentient, intem­

gent, volitional being whose mode of life is not conditioned by a body in 

the ordinary sense of the term; used of various beings so conceived, the 

specific reference being indicated by limitations of the word or by the con­

text; thus of: 

I. The Spirit of God, viewed as: 

(a) The cause of extraordinary phenomena in human experience, such 

as prophecy, tongues, healings, etc.: 1 Cor. 12•: llt(Ztpfoet,; Ill! xaptaµ&:-rwv 

elalv, -ro Ill! au-ro 'lnlSiitJ.a. See also Mt. 102• 1218, 28, at, " 2243 Mk. 3" 12" 

1311 Lk. 11&, 17, "·" 226, "• 27 411 10" 1210
," Jn. 739 (bis) 20" Acts 1••-'· 11 

2 t, 17, 11, as, 11 4s, ts, u 51, o, H 7n, && gu, 17, u, 19, u 
9

11 1 ou, u, .u, o 11 11, u, 11, u 

13•• •· •• " 15 8• 21 16• 19•• • 20"• •• 21•• 11 2825 Rom. 1519 1 Cor. 210, uh. "· u 7•• 

12•• '· •· •· 11
• "14• Gal. 3•• '· • Eph. 3• 1 Thes. 519 1 Tim. 41 Heh. 2• 3' 91 1016 

2 Pet. 1 11 1 Jn. 4••· •• Rev. 110 2'• 11• "· "3•• 13 • "4• 14" 17• 21 10
• In Acts 167 

1 Pet. 1 11 Rev. 1910 (?), the Spirit in this sense is identified with that ofthe 

risen Jesus. 



IINE1'MA 49r 

(b) Active in an extraordinary way in the conception of a child: Mt. 111: 

eupi!611 ev ra:a-rpl e:x;ouaa: h 'ltY!UIJ,OC't"O<; ci-y!ou. See also Mt. 1•• Lk. I". 

(c) Operative in the human spirit for the production of ethical results: 

Rom. 8•: !va: -to 01l<.a:(llllJ.a: -tou vl,µou 'ltA1Jpw6fi ev YJ;LtY -tote; 11-Tl l<.a:'ta: acxpl<.a: 

'ltep1'lta:'touatv ci).).a l<.a:'ta 'ltY&UIJ.OC. See also Mt. 311 Mk. 1• Lk. 311 Jn. 3•• ••· sb 

1417
• " 15" 1611 Acts 911 Rom. 5• 8•• •· •· •· "· "·uh,""·••·"· 17 91 1417 1511• 11• •• 

1 Car. 2• 318 611
, 

10 
2 Car. 1" 3•, •· •· 11, 1s 4" 5• 6• 13" Gal. 4• s•· "· 17, u, "·" 

Eph. 113, 17 211,., 310 4•• •• 617• 18 Phil. 21 3• Col. 18 1 Thes. 1•• • 48 2 Thes. 211 2 

Tim. 114 Tit. 3• Heb. 10" 1 Pet. 1• 4" Jude vv. 19, ••. In Rom. 8•• Phil. 111 

Heb. 914, the Spirit in this sense is identified with that of the risen Jesus. 
( d) The mind of God: 1 Car. 2 11 : olm.>c; l<.a:l -ta: -tou 6eou ouoetc; !-yvwl<.ev 

e! 11-Tl 'tO 'ltYEU;LO: 'tOU Oeou. 

(e) Operative in the external world: Acts 8": lke oe civi!~11aa:v h -tou 

lloa:'toc;, 'ltYeu;i.a: l<.U()fou ~?'lta:aev -tov cJ>(A1'lt'ltOY. CJ. I above. 
(f) Generically, without specific reference to the form of activity: Lk. 414 : 

l<.a:l U'ltsa't()!,j,ev o 'l11aouc; ,!y 'tll OUYCX;Lel 'tOU 'ltYEUIJ,OC'tO<; E!c; 't"T)Y ra:AtAa:(a:v. 

See also Mt. 318 41 2819 Mk. 11•• " Lk. 3" 41 (bis) 1111 Jn. 1"• 11 (bis) 3" 

Acts 1• 6•, •· 1• 1ou 11" Rom. 811 (bis) Gal. 314 4tt Eph. 4• 511 Heb. 6• 1 Pet. 1 11 

1 Jn. 3" 411 s•· 8 Rev. 2217
• 

2. The spirit of man separated from the body after death: 
(a) In a heavenly mode of existence: Acts 23•: ouoev l<.a:l<.OY eup(al<.o;i.ev 

ev -tij) civ8()@'lt(j) -to6-t(j). el os 'ltYeu;i.a: eAcxA1Jaev a:U<tij) ~ tineAor;-. See also 1 

Car. 5• Heb. 12". 

(b) A ghost, spectre, shade, visible on earth: Lk. 2417 : 'lt't"01J8i!Y'tec; os l<.a:l 

i;i.q,o~ot yev6;i.evo1 e86Muv 'ltYeu;i.a: Oew()etv. See also Lk. 24". 

(c) In Sheol: 1 Pet. 310 : ev <ii l<.O:l 'tO\<; iv 4'UAa:l<.jj 'ltYeu;i.a:atv 'lt0()!U8e\c; 

£l<.Tj()Ueev. 

3. An angel: Heb. 1 16 : ouxl 'lt<XY'tE<; e!alv AEl'tOU()jtl<.<% 'ltYEU[J.(,l't(X elc; ota:­

l<.OY(a:y ci'ltoanAM;i.eva: ota: -touc; ;i.,!AAoY'ta:c; l<.AlJpOvo;i.etv aW'tlJ()(a:v; 

4. A demon: Acts 87 : 'ltoAAol ja:() -tfuv ex6Y'twY 'ltYeu;i.a:-ta: cil<.CX8a:()-ta: ~ofuv-ta: 

4>1A1Yjj ;i.e-ycz).n e~())(;oY'to. See also Mt. 811 10• 12"• " Mk. 121
, "· ., 311

- •• 

S'· ,, " 6 7 7"·9"· ... " (bis) Lk. 4"· .. 611 7t1 8•· .. 9"· .. 10•• II"• .. 1311 Acts 

518 16180 11 1911
, 11, "· " 1 Tim. 41 Rev. 1611

, " 18•. 

5. Without reference to these distinctions, referring qualitatively to any 

being not corporeally conditioned, or to all such, or to a group (other than 

any of the above), defined by the context; used both of beings conceived of 

as actually existing, and, especially as a descriptive term in negative ex­

pressions, of beings presented merely as objects of thought: Jn. 4"•: 'ltYeu;i.a: 

o 8e6c;, =l 'tOU<; 'lt()Oal<.UYOUY'ta:c; (XU'tOY ev 'ltYEU;La:'tl l<.a:l ci).118e!Q: Oat 'lt()Oal<.UV!tY, 

(The first instance only falls under this head.) Rom. 816 : ou ra? eM­
~n 'ltYeu;i.a: oou).e(a:c; 'ltcxAtv elc; 416~ov, ciAAa: e).cx~-te 'ltYeu;i.a: uto6ea(a:c;. See 

also Lk. 9" Acts 23 8 Rom. 1• u• I Car. 211
• 121• 14"•" 15" 2 Car. 11• 1211 

Eph. 2• 2 Thes. 2• 1 Tim. 318* 2 Tim. 17 1 Pet. 311 41 1 Jn. 41 (bis) •b, •· 1b 

Rev. 1• 31 4' 51
, 

• CJ. 1 Enoch 20•, iwl T4i ,rvcVµ.a.n. 
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C. Generically, without reference to the distinction between embodied 

and unembodied spirit: Jn. 611 (bis) 1 Cor. 617 Heb. 12• (?). 

II. 21AP.E. 

21&:p~ bears throughout Greek literature the meaning "flesh," but is some­

times used by metonymy for the whole body. In the Lxx it translates 

iii;'~, and takes over from the Hebrew certain other derived meanings, 

e. g., "kindred," and" a corporeal living creature." In N. T. certain further 

developments of meaning appear, and the word becomes one of the most 

important for the purposes of interpretation, especially of the Pauline epis­

tles. Its meanings are as follows: 

1. Flesh: the soft, muscular parts of an animal body, living or once 

living: Lk. 24": ,j,T)Aa<ptJO".rti µs xal fc!e't"e, ~'t"t 'lt'lleuµa a&:pxa xal oada oulf. 

ixet xa8wc; eµa 8ewpet't"e lxoll't'a. See also Jn. 6" (bis)"· ... "·"· 11• 11 1 Cor. 

15" (quater) •• Jas. 5• Rev. 1711 1918 (quinquies) 11• 

2. Body: the whole material part of a living being: 2 Cor. 127: at/1 Tva 

{J,T) b1tepodpwµa1, i!a68TJ µ01 a:K.6Ao,j, tjj aapxl. See also Mt. 2641 Mk. 1411 

Jn. 1 13 (?) Acts 2"• 11 Rom. 2" 1 Cor. s• 2 Cor. 4 1i 71 10•• Gal. 2" 3• 411, u 6• 

(bis) 11 Eph. 211h, 16 5" Phil. 1"• ,. Col. 1"• " 2 1, •• 11 1 Tim. 311 Heb. 910, 11 

10•• 12• 1 Pet. 318• "41 (bis)•· • 1 Jn. 2 11 4• 2 Jri. 7 Jude '· •· "· By meton­
ymy, for embodiment, incarnation: Heb. 57• With alµa, the whole phrase 

signifying, the body: Heb. 2". 
3. By metonymy: the basis or result of natural generation. 

(a) The basis of natural generation and of kinship (the body, or the body 

plus whatever is concerned with generation and kinship): Jn. 3••: 't"o yeyewt)­

µevov ix 't"'i)c; aapxoc; a&:p~ IEa't"tY. (Only the first instance falls under this head. 

CJ. 6 below.) See also Rom. 41 9•• •· • 1 Cor. 1018 Gal. 411• 29 Eph. 2 11•. 

(b) As a c~llective term, equivalent to "kindred": Rom. nu: eT 'ltfll<; 

'ltapcct;T)'Miaw µou 't"T)V a&:pxa xal awaw 't"tvd:c; ,!~ au't"wv. In this use the term 

passes beyond the limits of the physical and comes to include all the ele­

ments of a human being. 

4. A corporeally conditioned living being: usually referring exclusively 

to man, yet sometimes including all corporeal living beings, and in any case 

designating the beings referred to not as human but as corporeal: Mt. 1617 : 

µax&:p10c; el, l1!µwv Baptwvlz, ~'t"t ad:p~ xal alµa oux cx1temAu,j,sv aot cz)..i..' li 

'ltCC't"'YJP µou li iv ['t"otc;] oupavotc;. See also Mt. 19•• • 2411 Mk. 10• 13'" 

Lk. 3• Jn. 1u 17• Acts 217 Rom. 1• 3•• S•b, 0 (?) 1 Cor. 1" 6" Gal. 111 211 

Eph. 511 61• 1 Pet. 1". 

5. By metonymy: the creature side, the corporeally conditioned aspect 

of life, the external as distinguished from the internal and real, or the secular 
1 as distinguished from the strictly religious: Jn. 816: uµetc; :K.cc't"a: 't"TJY a&:pxa 

xplve't"e, kyw ou :K.p!vw ouc!eva: (cf. 7"). See also 1 Cor. 1" 718 2 Cor. 511 

(bis) 7• 10• n 11 Gal. 61• Eph. 6• Col. 321 Phm. 11• 
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6. The product of natural generation apart from the morally transform­
ing power of the Spirit of God; all that comes to a man by inheritance 

rather than from the operation of the divine Spirit. The term as thus used 
does not exclude, may even specifically include, whatever excellent powers, 

privileges, etc., come by heredity, but whatever is thus derived is regarded 
as inadequate to enable man to achieve the highest good: Phil. 3•: er -rt; 

3o,r,e! aAAo,; 'lte'ltot8i!voct ev aocp,r,!, eyw IJ,(i)..)..ov. Note the context. See also 

Jn. 3•h Rom. 619 7'· "·" 8•• 2 Cor. 117 Phil. 3•. 

7. That element in man's nature which is opposed to goodness, that in 

him which makes for evil; sometimes thought of as an element of himself, 
sometimes objectified as a force distinct from him, this latter usage being, 

however, rather rhetorical: Rom. 8•: 'to yap q,p6VlJtJ.oc 'tij<; aocp,r,o<; 86,voc'to,;. 

See also Rom. 8•· •· '· •• •· 12 (bis) 13 13" Gal. S"· "· n, "· "; perhaps Eph. 2• 

(bis) Col. 2 11• 11• " 2 Pet. 2 10, ", though in all thest latter cases a<Xp~ may 

itself mean simply body, and the implication of evil lie in other members 
of the sentence. 

In 6 all the good that comes to man by nature is credited to the aap~, the 
evil of it is its moral inadequacy; in 7 the right impulses are credited to the 

vou,; or the l!flll &v8pl!l'ltO<;, and the aap~ becomes a force positively and 
aggressively evil. 

It has often been contended (see Schweitzer, Paul and His Interpreters, 

p. 86) that the aap~, which, according to Paul, is a force that makes for 
evil (6 above), is at the same time the body (2 above), and that it is to the 

compelling force of the body as such that, in his view, sin is due. If this is 

the case he must logically, at least, hold that the touch of the flesh is essen­
tially polluting, and that there can be no salvation except through the release 

of the soul from the body. That Paul associated the tendency to sin with 

the body is undoubtedly true (1 Cor. 9") and is evidenced by the very fact 

of his using a<Xp~ for the power that makes for evil. But that he identified 

a<Xp~ as meaning body and a<Xp~ as meaning the force that makes for 
moral evil, that he ascribed either to the flesh as physical or to the evil 

impulse which he called a<Xp~, compelling force, seems thoroughly disproved 
by the evidence. It is often assumed that this view was the current con­

ception in Paul's day. It is true that from before the time of Plato there 
is manifest a tendency to regard the body as by virtue of its materiality 

injurious to the intellectual or moral interests of man. Apparently, also, 

comparatively early in the Christian period the Gnostics had developed the 

view which Paul is alleged to have held, viz., that "flesh" and "spirit" 

represent an antithesis which is at the same time substantial and ethical, 

that sin in the universe is a necessary consequence of the matter in it, and 

that it must be where matter is. But the evidence does not seem to war­

rant the conclusion that this development had already taken place in the 

N. T. period. Weber, in his Theologie des Talmud, maintained that rab­

binism found the seat of the evil impulse, y~er hara, in the flesh. But 
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Porter* has shown the incorrectness of that view, and Bous. affirms that 

Palestinian Judaism did not find the cause of sin in matter (Rei. d. Jud.', 

pp. 459.ff.). While, therefore, it is evident that there was in Paul's intellec­
tual world a soil out of which he might have developed such an idea, it is 

his own letters that must show whether he did or not, and they, in fact, 
show that he did not. The conspectus of usages given above shows that 

the term was no longer the simple one that it was in classical Greek. It 

had taken on new meanings from the Hebrew i\?1, and developed still 

others not found in the Hebrew word. In this process of development, the 
steps of which it is fairly easy to trace, the distinctly physical sense is left 

behind. Even in 3 b, as also clearly in 4 and 5, the term isno longer purely 

material. Nor is it so in 6. Under the term as so used (see Phil. 3•1.) the 
apostle includes all that comes as the sequel of natural generation, both 

physical and immaterial, both good and evil, but especially the good. 

When he finally passed by another metonymy to isolate under this same 

term "flesh" the evil element of heredity it is very improbable that he at 
the same time added the idea of the exclusively physical, which had already 

been dropped at a much earlier point. And this conclusion is confirmed by 

the fact that we find usage 6 in a later letter than that in which 7 appears, 
which indicates that in the development of meaning 7 the apostle has not 

left 6 behind. To these considerations it is to be added that Paul nowhere 

ascribes compelling power to the aixp~ in either sense of the word. The 
life in the .flesh may be a life of faith and of victory over evil (Gal. 2 20), and 

in faith there is a force to overcome the flesh in its worst sense (Rom. 61• • 

Gal. 5"· "• "). Finally it must be said that so far from sharing the feeling 
that is expressed by Plato, Seneca, and Plutarch, that true blessedness is 
achieved only by getting rid of the body, Paul retained the feeling, derived 

from his Hebrew ancestry, that the soul could not be wholly happy with­

out a body. CJ. 1 Cor., chap. 15; 2 Cor., chap. 5; 1 Thes. 523 ; Rom. 811• 

We conclude, therefore, that while to Paul the body is inferior to the soul 

and needs to be kept in subjection, and while there is a force in man that 

makes for evil, which he calls a&p~, yet this force is not the body, and neither 

it nor the body exercises a compelling influence for evil upon the soul of 

man. 

It might perhaps have been expected that inasmuch as Paul frequently 

uses 'ltYEUIJ.<X and a&p~ in antithesis it would always be the same meanings 
that would be contrasted. Such, however, proves not to be the case. On 

the contrary, the numerous meanings of the two terms give rise to a num­

ber of antitheses between them. In Gal. 6• 1 Cor. 5• 2 Cor. 411 Rom. 2"• •• 

Col. 2•, the contrast is between the flesh, or the body, and the spirit of man, 

an antithesis that in most Greek writers would have been expressed by 

a<i>IJ.<X and ,J,ux~; but in most of the passages cited there is an emphasis on 
the religious capacity of the 'ltYEUIJ.<X that would not have been conveyed 

• "The Yecer Hara: A Study in the Jewish Doctrine of Sin," in Biblical and SemilicSludies, 

by Members of the Faculty of Ya~ Uni.,rsity, New York and London, 1001. 
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by <Jiux;fi. In Gal. 68 the sowing to the flesh is the devotion of one's goods 
(see v.•) and energies to the satisfaction of the demands of the body; sowing 
to the spirit is devoting these things to the development of the spirit-life, 

which is both intellectual and religious. In Gal. 3' the flesh is, as in the 

preceding cases (see esp. Rom. 221• "), the physical flesh, that in which the 
cricumcision which they were urged to accept took place; but the spirit is 

the Spirit of God, which they received (v.•) when they accepted the gospel, 

and by which miracles were wrought among them (v.•). In Gal. 423 acl:p~, 

as in Rom. 9•• •,•,is clearly the basis of natural generation, the contrast being 
with the promise in fulfilment of which Isaac was born extraordinarily; in 

the application of the allegory o 1ewl)6el<; 1'.(Z'tG: acl:p:itill: (v.") refers to the 

Jew who depends upon his heredity for salvation (the word thus verging 
towards meaning 6) in contrast with one whose life is according to the Spirit 

of God, or possibly with one who has been born according to the Spirit, an 

idea suggested in Rom. 6• and further developed in Jn. 31• In Rom. 1•, 

despite the similarity of the phrases to those in Gal. 411, ", acl:p~ is probably 
to be taken as denoting a corporeally conditioned being, and 'ltveiiµa as a 
generic term for an unembodied being (III B 5), :1t01:1:cl: meaning "viewed as" 

and the whole passage indicating the high rank of Jesus, first, among earthly 
(corporeally conditioned) beings, and, secondly, among holy heavenly (not 

corporeally conditioned) beings. Somewhat similar is the contrast in 
1 Tim. 311, but acl:p~ probably denotes the body or the corporeally condi­
tioned mode of life, and 'ltVeuµa1:t, by a further metonymy suggested by 

the desire to parallel ev a01:p:1tl, denotes an incorporeal mode of being rather 

than an incorporeal being. In Phil. 3• 'ltVEU[.Lill: manifestly denotes the Spirit 
of God, and acl:p~, as already pointed out, all that man obtains by heredity. 

In Rom. 7• acl:p~ probably means the totality of the life apart from the Spirit 

(as in Phil. 3•), while 'ltVeiiµ°' in 7• stands for the human spirit as the seat 
of religious life. In Rom. 8<-11 there is, as indicated above, a gradual transi­

tion from this meaning of acl:p~ to the more positively ethical sense, while 

in vv."•" there is probably a return to the earlier meaning. Throughout 
these verses 'ltVeii[.Llll: denotes the Spirit of God, and sometimes the Spirit of 

Christ identified with the Spirit of God. The absence of the article gives 
the phrases in which it is lacking a qualitative force, by which it approxi­

mates to the generic sense, as inclusive of the divine and human spirit, but 
the term probably always retains in the apostle's mind a reference to the 

divine Spirit. In Gal. 51'-'• the flesh is the force that makes for sin, and 

'lCVEii[.Llll: is the divine Spirit, the omission of the article having the same effect 

as in Rom., chap. 8. 

/ 
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XVIII. aIAE>HKH.* 

I. CLASSICAL USAGE. 

Of the usage of Greek writers to and including Aristotle, an extended ex­

amination has been made by Dr. F. 0. Norton. t Of two hundred and twelve 
writers whose extant remains were examined the word was found in only 

nine, viz., Aristophanes, Lysias, Isocrates, Isreus, Plato, Demosthenes, Aris­

totle, Dinarchus, and Hyperides. Among these writers Isreus is the most 
important. The following is substantially Norton's tabulation of uses, 

slightly changed as to form: 
1. Arrangement, disposition, testamentary in character. 

(a) In the plural, of the single provisions of a will, but not designating the 
will as a whole: Isre. I", e! yap !Ii), I:> &v1Spec;, 61<; 0/11:01 faa111, ev -rcxic; vuv 

yeypcxµ.µ.evcx1c; lltcx6i)Mt<; !1Swxev cxo-roic; 'tTJY ooa1<%ll: "For if now, 0 men, 

as these men say, in the present written provisions he gave you the prop­

erty .... " 
(b) In the plural, of the sum total of the provisions of the will, so that 

the plural is equivalent to "will" and can be so translated; Lys. 19": 

6 yap K6\ll,)Y0<; 61X\ICX'tO<; Ml ex! lltcx67Jxcxt, lie; llr.e6e-ro !\I Ku'ltp<t>, acxipi,><; 

illi)A(J)acxv o-rt 'lt61.1.oa-ro11 µ.i!poc; ~v -ra :x;pi)µ.cx-rcx l:>v bµ.eic; 'ltpoaecloxan: "For 

the death of Conon and the will which he made in Cyprus plainly showed 
that the money was a very small part of what you expected." See also 

Isae. 2"; Dem. 2711. 

(c) In the singular, of a will or testament as a whole: Plato Legg. XI 923C, 

!li; '211 ll1cx6fix'l)v ncitm -ra cx~-rou lltcx-r16sµ.e110<;: "whoever writes a will dispos­

ing of his possessions." See also Aristoph. Vesp. 584, 589; Dem. 4625• 

2. An arrangement or agreement between two parties in ';Vhich one ac­

cepts what the other proposes or stipulates; somewhat more one-sided than 

a auv6i)x'I), It may include provisions to be fulfilled after the death of the 

party making the stipulations, but is not strictly testamentary in character. 

Isre. 617 : Ml ypix<j,cxc; ll1cx8fix'll11, irp' oI,; e!afiycxye -rov 'ltcxi5cx, xix-rCX'tlOe-rixt 

µ.a-ra -rou'tWY Ilu80M1p<i>: "And having written out an agreement, by which 
he introduced the boy (into his rppCX'tp!cx), he deposited it, with their con-

• For other literature, see Westcott, The Epistle lo the Hebrews, pp. 298-302; Fricke, Das 

&e1elische Problem Gal. 3•, pp. 16-18, Leipzig, 1879; Schmiedel, art. "Galatians" in Encyc. 

Bib.II 16og; Conrat, "Das Erbrecht in Gal. 31'--47 " in ZntW. vol. V. pp. 204.ff.; Riggenbach, 
"Der Begriff der A,a8~K1J in Hebraerbrief," in Theologische Studien Theodor Zahn ..• 

dargtbracht, Leipzig, 1908; Norton. A Lnicographi<;al and Historical Study of A,d~KlJ, from 

the Earliest Times lo the End of the Classical Period, Chicago, 1908; Ferguson, The Legal Terms 

Common lo the Macedonian Inscriptions and the New Testament, pp. 42-46, Chicago, 1913. 
Behm, Der Begri.ff A149'iK1J im Ne- Testament. Naumburg, 1912; Lohmeyer, A,a8~K1J: Ein 

Beilra1 111r Erld/Jrvng des neuh;s/a,nentlichen Be1ri.ffs, Leipzig, 1913; reviewed by Moffatt, 
in R.er,in, of Theo/. and Phil. 1913, p. 338; Moulton and Milligan, Vocabulary of the Greek 

Testament, p. 148; Vos, "Hebrews, the Epistle of the Diatheke," in Prinaton Theological 

Rmew, 1915, pp. 587-632; 1916, pp. 1-61. 
f Op. eil. ,,.,ra. 
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currence, with Pythodorus." The close relation between the two general 

meanings of the word are illustrated in Isre. 411, in which 81a6-/j:1t1J, meaning 
a will, is classed among au,i.136Meta, agreements or contracts: 1ta?\ IJ.CY ,de? 

-rwv /J.) . .")..IJ)v au1J,~o)..a!wv ou 1t&vu :x;a)..s11:bv -rove; -ra: <j,su8jj IJ,Qt?'tUPOUv-rac; 

,i)..€1:x;siv· ~wv-roc; ,de? lt(X\ 1t0t?6v-roc; -rou 1t?&~ov-roc;, l!.0t-raµ.a1>-rupouar n?l 

!le -rwv 1l1a61Jl(.WY 11:li>c; /J.v -rte; 1vol11 -rouc; \Jo-Ii -rci)..118ii )..€1ov-ra,;, :it'tA. See also 

Isre. 1010 Plato, Legg. XI 922 A-C. In Aristoph. Av. 435-461, 81a8-/j1!.1J 

denotes a compact: IJ,dc -rbv 'A11:6)..Ahl ',«:> IJ.SY ou, llv µ.-/i !lt&8wv-rat 1' oYoa 

ota8-/j:it1JY SIJ.Ol ~Y'ite? o 11:!81jl!.o<; tjj 1uvatl!.l !hi!6e-ro o µa:x;0ttl)o1toloc;, IJ.l)'tS oal!.Yetv 

-rou-rouc; a,r.t. 
· Among Norton's further conclusions from his investigation are the fol­

lo~ing: (a) The custom of will-making among the Greeks arose from the 

adoption of an heir. (b) Adoption inter vivos was irrevocable except by 
mutual agreement; but adoption by will became operative at death, and 

such adoption and the will Inight be revoked at the discretion of the tes­

tator. (c) A 01a8-/jl!.1J in the sense of a covenant was revocable only by 
mutual consent. 

II. USAGE OF THE HEBREW n•·p. 

In the Lxx !l1a8-/jl!.1J occurs over three hundred times, in a very large 
majority of cases as the translation of n•"')~. This Hebrew word uniformly 

signifies "covenant," "compact." It is often used of a mutual agreement 

between men, most commonly between kings or peoples: Gen. 1411 21 17•" 

Ex. 23" Deut. 7• Josh. 9•• '· 11
• "· 

11 1 Sam. n 1 2 Sam. 3"· "· ., 5• 1 

Ki. 511 20" 2 Chr. 231 [Lxx otherwise]• Isa. 33• Ezr. 16•1, etc. It is still 

more commonly employed of a covenant between God and men, in which 
case the initiative being thought of as wholly with God, the compact as­

sumes in general the form of a gracious promise on God's part to do certain 
things, accompanied by the imposition of certain conditions and obligations 

upon men. The word in its various instances emphasises, now the mutuality 
of the relation (Gen. 17•·14; cf. Lev. 261, "and context); now the promises 

of God (Gen. 9•• 11 1511 Lev. 26" Ps. 8g•1·; "); and now the obligations laid 

upon the people and assumed by them (Ex. 19• 247, •; cf. Gen. 17"); but 
in general carried the suggestion both of divine initiative and of mutuality. 

Only rarely are men said to make a covenant with God (2 Ki. n 17 23• 2 

Chr. 3411), and even in these passages the act is perhaps thought as an 

acknowledgment of the obligation imposed by God. 

The word is of frequent occurrence in the Zadokite Fragment, the product 

of a sect of Jews who withdrew to Damascus, where they established "the 

New Covenant," "the Covenant of Repentance." This work is assigned 

by Charles to a period between 18 B. c. and 70 A. D. See Schechter, Frag­

ments of a Zadokite Work, Cambridge, 1910; Ch.AP. II, pp. 785-834. 

The rw1.;, here spoken of is always a covenant with God, or established by 

God. Thus 6•: "In accordance with the covenant which God established 
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with Israel." In 4•• • it is conceived of as existing from the time of Abra­
ham. The "New Covenant entered into in the land of Damascus" (9") 
is apparently a covenant to return to the law of Moses (191-1•). See also 

1•• "· u 2• 4• 5' 7" 8•· 11, "· "911, "· "· "· ,1, "· "· "10• u• 161, ":ao• (Charles' 
notation). 

III. USAGE IN JEWISH-GREEK. 

The Lxx use 01oc6-/iitl) in the sense of the Hebrew n,.,_~. The basis of 

this usage is on the one side in the use of the term 01oc6-/ixl) by classical 
writers to denote a compact not testamentary in character, as in the ex­

amples cited under 2 above (esp. Aristoph. Av. 435-61), and, on the 
other, in the fact that the ordinary Greek word for "compact," auv6i)xl), 

was probably felt to be inappropriate to express the thought of the Hebrew 

n'".1?, the latter being commonly used not for a compact between two 

parties of substantially the same rank, but for a relationship between 

God and man graciously created by God, and only accepted by man. 

Of special significance as showing that the employment of the word in 

this sense was not a mere translator's expedient, but that it reflected a real 

usage of the language is the fact that the 0. T. Apocrypha, both Alex­
andrian and Palestinian, use 13toc6-/ixl) uniformly in the sense of "covenant," 

with the possible exception of a few instances in which by metonymy it 

means "a decree," "ordinance" (Sir. 1412 , 17 16" 45 11), and that both of the 

covenant of God with men, usually with Israel (2 Esd. 10• Wisd. 1822 

Jdth. 911 Sir. u 20 1712 2423 28 7 39• 42 2 4411
, 

18
• ••· "45'· 7

• "· "•" 4711 Bar. 2'" 
1 Mac. 1 15, 67, " 2 .. , n, "· "41• 2 Mac. 1• 7•• 815), and of a compact between 

men (Sir. 38•• 41 19 1 Mac. 1 11 u•). In the latter sense auv8fixll is also used, 
and in 2 Mac. it is uniformly the case that lltoc6fixll is used of God's cove­

nant with Israel, and auv6fixll of covenants between men. Only once in 

the Apocrypha is auv6fiitll used of a covenant of God with men (Wisd. 1221). 

In the sense of "covenant" it occurs also in Ps. Sol. 910 10• 1711; Test. XII 
Pat. Benj. 3• (perhaps a Christian interpolation).* 

In the sense of "testament," meaning not an instrument conveying 

property, but the message which one about to die leaves to his posterity, 
it is found in Test. XII Pat. Reub. 11 ; Naph. 11 ; Gad. 11 ; Ash. 11 ; Jos. 11, 

and in the title of the work and of each of the twelve parts of it. 

Not possessing the two treatises on 1hoc6ijxoct which in Mut. nom. 52 (6) 

Philo says he had written, we are dependent on the exegesis of a few pas­

sages for our knowledge of his usage. The word occurs in Leg. alleg. III 85 

(28); Sac. Ab. 57 (14); Quod det. pot. 67 (19); Quis rer. div. 313 (62); Mut. 

• The same idea is expressed in Jub. I'• 10 6', H, u, u, n, 11 1 4 u, H 15,, ,, 11, u, u., u, 11, 11, 11, 

11, u 1611 208 :21•, u 2211, ae 2311, 11 2411 3021 33• 48•; but as the Greek of none of these passages 

is extant, they can be cited only as evidence of the currency of the idea in Jewish circles in 
the second century B. c., not directly of the usage of 8,aB~K'I, The covenants here spoken 

of are the covenant with Noah (6•«. ), with Abraham (1411 • " 15•• •· 11 ) with Moses on Mt. 
Sinai (1•), etc. The covenant with Abraham is interpreted with special reference to circ11m­
cision. 
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nom. 51, 52 (6); 57, 58 (8); 263 (45); Som. II 223, 224 (33); Spee. leg.. II 
(Third, Fourth, and Fifth Com.) 16•. These passages, of which the most 
significant are those·from Mut. nom., do not seem to sustain the verdict of 

Cremer, p. 1008, and of Riggenbach (op. cit. p. 313) that Philo uniformly 
uses the word in the sense "testament." Only in Spee. leg. II 16• is this 
clearly its meaning. Elsewhere "covenant" is the more probable meaning. 

Both in the quotations from the Lxx and also in his own language he uses 

phrases that imply mutuality. See Mut. nom. 52, 58. Note also that 
in 58 he says that there are many kinds of 1lt<X8i)x<Xt, and in Som. II that 

the 1ltix8-/ixll is established as on the foundation of the soul of the righteous 
man; neither of which things could appropriately be said of wills. It is 

true that Philo repeatedly emphasises the element of grace which the 

1lt<X8-/ixll involves; but this fully comports with the fact that 15t<X8-/ix'fl is in 
his thought and usage not a contract in general (for this he uses auv8fixll in 

Leg. ad Cai. 37 [6] but a covenant between God and man, and that he is 

fully in agreement with the 0. T. conception of the nature of that covenant. 
There is, moreover, an entire absence in the passages of any of those things 

which are characteristic of a will as distinguished from a covenant, as, e. g., 

its becoming effective after the death of the testator; an idea which is, 

indeed, excluded by the fact that God is the maker of the !lt<X8-/iX'fl. Even 
if (as is probably not the case) Philo's usage is based on the idea of a testa­

ment, it has so departed from its starting point as to constitute practically 

a new sense of the word. 

In Josephus 1lt<X8"1JXll uniformly means "a will," "testament," or "testa­

mentary provision," the plural being most frequent, meaning a "will." 

In Ant. 13. 349 (13 1) it refers to the will of Cleopatra; in Ant. 18. 156 (6•) 

to that of Bernice; always elsewhere apparently to the will of Herod the 

Great. See Ant. 17. 53 (3•), 78 (4•), 146 (61
), 188 (8 1

), 195 (8•), 224-249 

(9•·•) passim, 332 (n•); Bell. 1. 451 (232
), 573 (29•), 588 (30•), 600 (30'), 625 

(32•), 645 (32•), 664 (33'), 66g (33•); 2. 2 (1 1), 20-38 (2'"') passim, 99 (6•). 

For a treaty between nations, or agreements between men, Josephus uses 

auv8fi'X.ll (auvllijx<Xt) Ant. 5. 55 (1 11
), 6. 230 (n•); Bell. 1. 586 (30•), 7. 221 

(71) et freq.; and for the making of an agreement auv-.!8Ea8<Xt, Ant. 1. 212 

(121), 300 (19•), 339 (21 1
) et freq. The absence of !lt<X8-/il!.ll in the sense of 

"covenant" is apparently to be explained by his failure ever to speak of the 

covenant of God with his people, though it is also significant of his feeling 

that 1lt<X8"1J'X.ll was not the suitable word in his day and circle of thought for 

an agreement between equals that in referring to agreements of this char­

acter which in the Lxx are called !lt<X8iJ'X.czt he uniformly employs some 
other form of expression. See Riggenbach (loc. cit. sup.). 

IV. USAGE IN LATER NON-JEWISH GREEK. 

In the Greek papyri edited by Petrie, Mahaffy, Grenfell and Hunt, 

Hogarth, Goodspeed, et al., 1lt<X6"1JXll occurs frequently, always in the unse 
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of "testament," "will." Many cf these are dated in the first and second 
centuries, a few as early as the reign of Augustus. See, e. g., BGU. I 19. 

ii. s; 75. ii. 8; 187•; 326. i. 1, 3; 327•; 34010
; 361. ii. 19; II 388. iii. 5; 448"; 

464•; 592. i. 6, 10; ii. 7; 613"; III 786. ii. 3; 896•; IV 103711
; II13•; II49"; 

IIS1'• 22 ; Pap. Gd. Cairo, 29. iii. 3; Pap. Lond. I 77'', etc.; II 127•. "; 261"; 

P. Oxyr. I 75"· 11; 105• et freq.; 1o6"· n; 107'; II 249"; III 482"; 489 

et freq. Cf. M. and M. Voc. p. 148. 

The following passage from Mus Didymus of the first century A, D. 

(quoted by Mullach, Frag. Phil. Gr. II, p. 8'1'11• is significant. ouoeva 

yoiiv OU't"II)<; 11',µov elva:t x.a:l Ol)ptWOl) 't"TJY ipuatv, !S,; oux &v a'ltouoatot µna: 't"T)Y 

!<XU't"OU 't"SASU't"TJY eooa:tµoveIY 'ta: 't"fava:, xa:l xa:AW<; E'lta:vayetY IJ,aAAOY il 't"ou­

Ya:Y't"!oY. 'A'lto 't"Cl:U't"l)<; yoiiv 'tij<; iptAOa't"Opyla:<; x.a:l !lta:8iix.a:c; 't"SASU't"<XY µt)..)..oY't"a:<; 

!lt<X't"l0ea8<Xt, x.a:l 't"WY !'t"t xuoipopouµeYll)Y ippoY't"ll;etv, e1tt't"p6'ltOU<; a'ltOAt'lt6Y't"a:<; x,xl 

Xl)Oeµ6va:,;, x.a:l 't"OI<; iptA't"a't"Ot<; 'ltCl:()a:'t"t8eµevou,; xa:l 'ltCl:()Cl:XCl:AOUY't"a:<; fatxoupeiv 

a:,hoI,;: "No one certainly is so cruel and brutal in his nature that he 
would not be concerned that his children should after his death be pros­
perous and get on well rather than the contrary. It is this parental 
affection, indeed, that leads those about to die to make a will and to 
provide for those who are still unborn, leaving them stewards and guard­
ians, and committing them to their best beloved and exhorting them to 

care for them." 
From the usage, therefore, of writers before N. T. or approximately con­

temporaneous with it there emerge two distinct meanings of the word. 
"Testament" or "testamentary provision" is the most frequent use in 
classical writers, and is the invariable sense in Josephus and the papyri. 
The meaning "covenant" is very infrequent in classical writers, but is the 
almost invariable meaning in the Lxx, in the 0. T. Apocr., both translated 
and original, both Alexandrian and Palestinian, and in the Pseudepigr. 
and Philo. The essential distinction between the two meanings is that in 
a testament the testator expresses his will as to what shall be done after his 
death, esp. in respect to his property; the covenant is an agreement between 
living persons as to what shall be done by them while living. This distinc­
tion requires qualification only by the fact that in rare cases, as is il­
lustrated by the exx. from Isreus, a ota:Oiixll may be both contractual and 
testamentary in character. It is 'of prime importance to observe that in 
the !lta:Oiixl) (n,.,~) between God and men, so often spoken of in O. T., the 

initiative is with God, and the element of promise or command is promi­

nent; but that it iitill remains essentially a covenant, not a testament. In 
their emphasis on the former fact some modern writers seem to lose sight 
of the latter. 

V. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE. 

If with the facts above established in mind, the N. T. examples are ex­

amined, it becomes evident that in the great majority of these "covenant" 
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in the 0. T. sense of n•'1~ and as just defined is the more appropriate mean­

ing. See, e. g., Mt. 2611 Mk. 1414 (with their allusion to Ex. 24•) Lk. 111 

(with its clear reference to the covenant of God with Israel; cf. also I Mac. 
1"• 03) Lk, 22" (with allusion to Jer. 3111) Acts 311 and 71 (with their explicit 
reference to Gen. 12• and 1710). In the passages in Hebrews, 711 8•· •·11, 

etc., despite the contrary arguments of Cremer, Riggenbach, et al., the most 
probable meaning of the word, except in 9"• ", is "covenant," the mean­
ing which it clearly has in the passages quoted from the Lxx. It is note­
worthy that the argument continues after these verses on the same lines as 
before them and unaffected by them. They are most probably a paren­
thetical attempt of the author to enforce his position by appeal to the facts 
concerning a1cz6-/p1.1J in a different sense (as a modem preacher discussing 
law in the imperative, moral, sense will parenthetically confirni his argu­
ment by appeal to the characteristics of law in the wholly different sense 
in which it is used in modem science), or p.)ssibly even a gloss of an early 
scribe. CJ. M. and M. V oc. s. v. The identification of the old covenant 
with the law is paralleled in Sir. 24" Ps. Sol. 10•; 2 Cor. 3•• ", etc. 

This is also the usage, prevailingly at least, of Paul. Rom. 9•, with its 
reference to the privileges of Israel; Rom. u", with its quotation of Isa. 59u; 
1 Cor. u 11, which, whether it be interpreted in the light of Mk. 14 .. (written 
later than Paul, but doubtless reflecting a tradition antedating his writing), 

or of Jer. 31", yields the same meaning; 2 Cor. 3•• ", with their contrast 
between the new covenant and the old, the latter clearly referring to the 
0. T. law; Gal. 4" and Eph. 2 11, are all most naturally interpreted as speak­
ing of a "covenant" in the 0. T. sense; none of them (except Heb. 91d-) 

sustains the meaning "testament." 
So far from its being self-evident (as Cremer affirms) that the word means 

"testament" in Gal. 3"•" the evidence of such meaning must be found 
in the passage itself, without presumption in its favour. That evidence is 
apparently conflicting. Certain elements of the cont~xt are consistent 
with the meaning "testament," and apparently in its favour. Thus v.11 

. speaks of that which is to be obtained through the 01a&-fix1J as xl1Jpo1101,1,flz, 

a word commonly translated "inheritance." Again, in v.11, with evident 
reversion to the thought of the XA1Jpovo[J.la, the phrase xa-t' ifflZrtalla11 

XA1Jpov6{J,ot, "heirs according to promise," occurs. The word XA1Jpo116[J.o, 

in turn becomes the occasion of the analogical argument of 41·•, in which 
xlwov6[J.o~ clearly means "heir," not, indeed, one who has received hl$ 

inheritance, nor necessarily one who is to receive it after the death of his 
father, but one who is to enter into a possession not yet liis. On the other 

hand, the otcx6-/ixTJ of which 317 speaks is, in the 0. T. passage there referred 
to, clearly a covenant. Either, therefore, the apostle, availing himself of 
the ambiguity of the Greek word, speaks of that as a testament which in 
the passage to which he is referring was conceived of as a covenant, or begin­

ning with the idea of the covenant he has at some point between 317 and 41 
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introduced the idea, i£ not of the testament, at least the related notion of 

an heir. As bearing on the decision between these alternatives the follow­
ing facts must be considered: (a) It is against the theory that otix8fix.1J in 

317 is a will that it is expressly said to have been made by God. For a will 

becomes effective only on the death of the maker of it. The case of a 
father making a will and his son receiving an inheritance on the death of 

the father may be used to illustrate by analogy the relation of God and the 
believer, as is perhaps the case in 41ir,; but it is more difficult to suppose 

that the incongruous element of the death of God should either be involved 
in the argument of vv."-17 or, though implied in the language, be ignored in 

silence when the will is directly called God's. (b) The 1Jcix8fix.1J of v. 11 

must be a covenant, not a will, for of the 1l1ix8fix.1J here spoken of it is said 

o~oel,; cx8enl ~ ,bctotix'l'ixaae'l'ixt, and this is true of an agreement, which 
once made can not be modified (except, of course, by mutual agreement of 

the parties to it, an exception too obviou!:[ to receive mention), but is not 

true of a will. Ramsay's argument (Com. pp. 349-370) that because Paul 
speaks of the otix8fix.1J as irrevocable he must have had in mind a will, and 

specifically a Greek will by which a son was adopted into a family and made 
an heir, fails of convincingness, and his conclusions have been disproved 

by Norton at several points. (i) His contention that a Greek will of this 

period ipso facto involved the adoption of a son, so that one accustomed to 

Greek usage would at once understand by ocix8fix.1J a will adopting a son, 

is not borne out by the evidence (Norton, op. cit. pp. 39-55. CJ. also the 
passage quoted above from Ar. Did., from which it appears that at the date 
of that passage a will was thought of primarily as a provision for the chil­
dren of one's body). (ii) The evidence does not show that a Greek will, 

whether involving adoption or not, was irrevocable (Norton, pp. 63-68). 

That adoption within the lifetime of the father was irrevocable after it had 
gone into effect does not carry with it the irrevocability of a will adopting 

a son at death, still less the irrevocability of wills in general. Nor can the 

mention of adoption in 4• be accepted as evidence that Paul here has in 

mind an adoptive will; so essential an element of his argument must have 

been stated here, not remotely suggested many lines later. The evidence 

of the papyri and of Josephus can not be cited for the custom in respect to 
Greek wills, but as showing what ideas Paul would associate with the word 

ocix8fix.1J, meaning "a will," it is not without significance that both the 
papyri and Josephus show clearly that the wills of which they speak are 

revocable. In respect to Josephus, see Bell. I. 664 (33 7), 668 f. (33 1); 

Ant. 17. 78 (4•). (iii) Ramsay overlooks the fact that if v. 11 be from 
Paul he here makes Christ the son and heir, and that it is foreign to Paul's 

thought in this epistle to think of Christ as son and heir by adoption. CJ. 
Schm., art. "Galatia," in Encyc. Bib. II r609. 

To suppose that v." ignores the maker of the will, affirming in effect that 

no one but the maker of the will can modify it, is to reduce it to absurdity, 
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since the precise purpose of the argument is to show that God, the maker 

of the otix&iil!.?J, could not by the law that came in later nullify the former. 
Nor can the force of this fact be evaded by appealing* to v. 19 as evidence 

that Paul thought of the law as given by angels, hence not from God; for 
ot' &yye)..wv does not describe the law as proceeding from the angels, but only 

as being given by their instrumentality, and the whole argument of vv. 10 - 22 

implies that the law proceeded from God. Only then, in case the apostle's 
argument in vv.1o-17 involves the application to the citoc61i'l!.lJ •••• 6eou of 

statements true of a otoc61i"-lJ &v6pw'ltou only after the death of the testator, 
which would· deprive the argument not only of convincingness but even 

of speciousness, can the otoc61i,._lJ be a will. 

If with this evidence against the meaning "testament," we reconsider 
the evidence of l!.AlJpovoµ.(oc and 'l!.AlJpov6µ.o~, we do not find that' this fur­

nishes any substantial evidence in favour of it. For l!.AlJpovoµ.(oc does not 

at all uniformly mean "inheritance" in the strict sense of the word, but often 
"possession," occurring as the translation of :i7q; and in reference to 
the possession which is promised to the seed of Abraham in the covenant. 

See note on l!.Al]povoµ.!oc, chap. 318• 'l!.AlJpovoµ.fOCY, in 318, therefore, consti­

tutes no argument for taking otoc61i'l!.lJ in 317 in the sense of "will." On the 
contrary, by association it rather suggests the covenant. l!.AlJpov6µ.o~, in 

3", undoubtedly reverts to the l!.AlJpovoµ.foc of 318• In the Lxx, where 
this word occurs infrequently, it always means "an heir," and this is also 

its meaning even in the passages cited by L. & S. for the meaning "pos­

sessor" (Isoc. 109 e; Dern. 603fin.). See also Plut. Cic. 41•. Yet in these 
latter passages the word is used tropically, and though in Rom. 817 it means 

"heir," it can not be taken in the strict s~nse of that word. So here, also, 

as the reference to 'l!.AlJpovoµ.(ocv implies, it ·probably means, not "one in­

heriting under a will," but "destined recipient of the promised possession." 
The use of l!.Al]pov6µ.ot at this point doubtless leads to its employment in 

the illustration in 4111 • probably with a closer approximation to the usual 
sense of the term, though even here there is no reference to a will or the 

death of the father, and the term quite possibly means "one who is to come 
into possession of property at a later time." But whatever the exact sense 

of l!.A1Jpov6µ.o~ here, it is more reasonable to recognise a shift of meaning 

at this point, or a gradual shift from 316 to this point, than from this point 
to carry back into 1ltoc61i'l!.lJ in vv.16, 17, the meaning "testament," which is 

at variance with the evidence of that passage itself. 

If appeal be made from the evidence of the passage to the usage of the 

readers, and it be said that to them otoc6T)'l!.lJ could mean only "testament," 

it must be answered (a) it is not certain that the meaning "covenant" was 

wholly unknown to them. See the evidence respecting classical usage 

above. (b) The assumption (of Ram., e. g.) that the Galatians, being 

Gentiles, must have understood otoc61i'l!.lJ in the common Greek sense, ignores 

• Schmiedel, art. "Galatians," in Encyc. Bib. II 16n. 
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the fact, of capital importance for the interpretation of Gal. 316«-, that 
throughout chaps. 3 and 4 Paul is replying to the arguments of his judaising 

opponents, and is in large part using their terms in the sense which their 
use of them had made familiar to the Galatians. See detached note on 

Sons of Abraham, p. 156. Nor is the general assumption that Paul's 
usage is governed by that of his Greek readers sustained, but rather dis­

credited, by a study of Paul's vocabulary in general, which clearly shows 

that he is strongly influenced by the usage of the corresponding Hebrew 

terms. CJ., e. g., 'ltVEUf!.a: and a&p~, v6µoc;, a,xa:,oaulll) and d:µa:p"tla:. 

Whether Paul, like many modern preachers, used his own vocabulary in his 
own sense and left to his readers to gather that sense from his way of using 

it, or whether the meanings which Greek words had acquired among the 

Greek-speaking Jews were more familiar to the common people among 
the Greeks, or among Christians in particular, than the remains of the literary 

Greek of that period would lead us to suppose-whatever the reason, a 

study of the apostle's use of words shows clearly that he was not at all 

limited in his use of them to meanings that can be proved to exist by the 

evidence of contemporary Greek writings. His own writings must furnish 
the decisive evidence as to the meaning which he attached to them. 

To take xa:"ta: iivOpw'ltov as meaning "I am using terms in a Greek, not a 

Hebrew sense," as Ramsay in effect does, is quite unjustified by the usage of 
that expression. If, indeed, it could be shown that according to the usage 

familiar in Galatia a testament, 1lta:81JX'IJ, was irrevocable, then it would be 
evident that Paul's argument would on that account have appealed more 

effectively to the Galatians, since the most discriminating readers would 
observe the double sense of the word. But even in that case it would 

remain probable that by !lta:O'l)it'IJ Paul meant simply a covenant. 
The contention of Halmel, Uber riimisches Recht im Galaterbrief, that 

a,a:O'l)x'I) refers to a Roman will, is refuted by the fact that the Roman will 

was revocable by the maker of it. 

In favour of the view advocated by Hauck in Th.St.u.Kr. 1862, pp. 517 f., 
and adopted also by Bous. (SNT. ad lac.), that a,a:81JX'IJ signifies a stipula­

tion (legal instrument), in a sense broad enough to cover both "will" and 

"covenant," there can be cited some classical examples of llta:81JX'IJ referring 

to an agreement that included stipulations of a testamentary character 

' (cf. Norton, pp. 30-38), but against it is the fact that it brings the statement 
06 (!8e'rEt, etc., into conflict with the facts, since it is now well established that 

both Greek and Roman wills were revocable by the maker. For that reason 

the otocOfixTJ here must not be broad enough to include a will. 

It remains, therefore, that while it is by no means impossible that Paul 

should, availing himself of the more common usage of otoc81J1t'IJ in the Greek­

speaking world at large, have converted the "covenant" with Abraham 

into a "will," and based an argument concerning it on the usage of the 
Greek world in respect to wills, yet the evidence of usage and the passage 
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tends strongly to the conclusion that this is not what he did, but that, 
though in 41 he arrived by successive shadings of thought at the idea of 

an heir, by a1cx8iJ1t1J 3"• 17 he meant not "will," but "covenant," in the sense 
of the 0. T. iw-i~. This conclusion is in harmony with the usage of 

N. T. generally (except Heh. 91111-) and with the whole context in Gala­

tians. A covenant or compact duly executed is irrevocable; not to fulfil 

it is a breach of faith. "It is evident, first, that the essential thing in the 

covenant, distinguishing it from ordinary contracts or agreements, was the 

oath· under the solemn and terrible rites in use-a covenant is an intensified 

oath, and in later times the terrn 'oath' is usual as a synonym of covenant. 
And, secondly, as the consequence of these solemnities, that the covenant 

was an inviolable and immutable deed. Hence a frequent epit~et applied 
to covenants is 'eternal' (2 Sam. 23•, Lk. 24•). The penalty of breaking 

the covenant was death through the curse taking effect" (Davidson, in 

HDB. I 510; see more fully there, and cf. Gen. 1511-1• 2621 31"11·). The' 
O. T. covenant involved promises (see E'ltcxyye)..!cxt, v.11), and might be 

spoken of with practically exclusive reference to the element of promise or 
with special reference to the possession (1tA1Jpovoµloc) which they receive to 

whom the covenant pertains. 

To the conclusion that it is in this sense that Paul uses the word, it should 
be added that for the deterrnination of his argument in its essential and 

important features it is, after all, a matter of little consequence whether 
a1cx8iJ1t1J meant, for him, a covenant or a testament. The proposition for 

which he is contending is clear, namely, that the principle of faith which 

he conceives to have been revealed to Abraham in the promises to him is 
not displaced, as the basis of God's relationship to men, by the legalism 

which he discovers in the law. Whether lie conceived of the revelation to 

Abraham as a divinely initiated, yet in a sense mutual, covenant, or, trop­
ically speaking, a will, and whether in his effort to present his thought to 

the Galatians he availed himself of the characteristics of covenants between 

men, or of the usage in respect to wills is a matter of the surface of his 

thought rather than the substance. 

XIX. ~IIEPMATI AND ~IIEPM~IN. 

For the interpretation of the argument which is made to tum on the 

distinction between adp.i,cx"t1 and a'ltep.i,cxatv the following data must be 

considered: 
1. The word J)~, rendered by a'ltep.i,cx in the Lxx, is used sometimes 

of the seed of pla~ts (Gen. 1 11, 11• 11• etc.) sometimes of the semen TJirile 

(Lev. 1511. 17, 11), but is most co=only a collective noun meaning "pos­

terity." In a few cases it is used of a single person (Gen. 4" 21 11 1 Sam. 111 

2 Sam. 71• 1 Chr. 1711), but in most if not in all of these instances desig­

nates such person not as an individual but as constituting, or·(qualitatively) 
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as belonging to, the posterity of the parent spoken of. The plural 

9?.'ll.;1, occurs in 1 Sam. 8", meaning "seeds of grain," "grain." In post 

biblical language a plural NQ;~;! and nl•Jt\! is found, meaning "races" 01 

"families," in the former case races existing side by side. See Levy, Neu· 

hebriiisches u. Chaldiiisches Worterbuch, Leipzig, 1876-1889. 
2. In Greek writers a-itepµo: has nearly the same usage as the Hebre~ 

J.'~!., but occurs much more frequently in the plural. (a) For the seed 

of.plants, it occurs in the singular or plural, and from Hesiod down. See 

Hes. Op. 446, 471; Xen. Oec. 171, 10; Epict. Diss. 4. 8". In the papyri the 
plural is the common term for grain. See Pap. Amh. II 61• (B. c. 163); 

Pap. BM. n: 97, 98, 201; III 122, etc. (all from the first century A. n.); BGU. 

I 20•• 10, 31 1 (second century A. D.) et freq. Pap. Kar. contains 91 examples 
in as many grain receipts, many of them dating from A. D. 158-9; (b) the 

meaning semen virile is illustrated in Pind. Pyth. 327, etc., Eurip., and In 

Epict. Diss. 1. 9•; 1. 13•; (c) as a singular collective for offspring, posterity, 

it is among the Greeks a poetic term (JEsch. Fr. 295, Cho. 503); (d) the 
use of the word for an individual is also chiefly poetic in Greek writers; 

thus in the singular in Pind. 01. 9 91 ; JEsch. Prom. 705; Cho. 234; Soph. Ph. 364, 
etc. The use of the plural a-itepµo:-ro: for descendants is rare in classic writers 

(JEsch. Eum. 909, Soph. 0. C. 600; once even in Plato, Legg. IX 853C). 
3. In Jewish-Greek anpµo: is used (a) of the seeds of plants: in the singu­

lar in Gen. 111 , 12, " Deut. 2818 1 Ki. 1832, etc.; in the plural in 1 Sam. 811 

Ps. 126• Isa. 61 11 Dan. (Th.) 112• 18; 1 Enoch 28• (for the seeds of trees); (b) of 

the semen virile, Lev. 1518 • 11• 11; (c) in the singular as a collective term for 

posterity: Gen. 9•; 15•• •, and very frequently in Lxx. So also in Ps. Sol. 

917 17• 18', of the seed of Abraham and David. In 1 Enoch 22 7 it is used 
of the posterity of Cain, and in the phrase <11tsp(J.(l ih8pw1a,w, meaning 

"men." In a few passages it is apparently used of a race, nation, or group 
of people without distinct reference to their descent from a common ances­

tor: Prov. u 11 : <11tepµo: otitodc,w; Isa. 57• 65"; so also in Ps. Sol. 178, 11 ; (d) 

in the singular for a single person, in Gen. 4" 21 11 1 Sam. 111 2 Sam. 71• 

1 Chr. 1711; (for J.'"¥) Deut. 25•; (for J;l) Susan. 56; but in all these 

instances the term itself is probably not individualising, but is to be under­

stood as the Hebrew term is explained above; (e) in the plural for descend­

ants: Dan. (Th.) u 11; 4 Mac. 181; Jos. Ant. 8. 200 (7•). Of a-itepµo:-ro: used 

in the sense of nl•J.1.;! of late Hebrew, meaning "lines of descent," there 

are apparently no examples in either Jewish or non-Jewish Greek. 
4. In N. T. <11tepµo: is used: (a) for vegetable seed, both in the singular 

as a collective term (Mt. 13" et freq.) and in the plural (Mt. 1311 1 Cor. 1518); 

in Rom. 9" figuratively for the remnant of a nation from which it may 
spring anew; (b) for semen virile: Heb. u 11; (c) in the sense, "race," "pos­

terity,": Mk. 1220, 11, "Jn. 7" 833 Rom. 1• 413, etc. An instance of the noun 

used by implication of a single person, qualitatively, as in the Lxx, occurs 

in 2 Cor. u". 
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5. The retention of the xa( in the phrase xal -r<ji a1tlpµa-rt in Gal. 311 in­
dicates that the apostle has in mind a passage in which not simply -rlj) adpµa-rt, 

but xal -r<ji adpµa-rt occurs; hence, Gen. 13", or 17•, in both of which the 
promise pertains to the possession of the promised land, or 171 , in which 

the promise of God is that he will be the God of the seed of Abraham. 

Both these promises would doubtless be interpreted by Paul as involving 
the promise of divine favour, the promise that they to whom it pertained 
should be the people of God. 

6. In the O. T. passages to which Paul must be supposed to refer in 
Gal. 311 it is beyond all question clear that ll"ll in Hebrew and a1t€pµa in the 

Lxx are used collectively, signifying "posterity." See esp. Gen. 1311 15• 

17 1
·•. Yet it must also be noticed that the promise that the \and should 

be given to the seed of Abraham does not necessarily involve the participa­

tion of all the seed in that possession (the assertion that a man left his prop­
erty to his family does not necessarily mean that all the members of the 

family share in it); and, moreover, that even in Gen. (see 21 12, quoted by 

Paul in Rom. :97), there is a clear intimation of a division among the de­

scendants of Abraham and the promise to Abraham's seed is restricted to 
the descendants of Isaac. This does not modify the meaning of the terms 

ll"l) and adpµa, but by suggesting a distinction among the seed of Abraham, 

perhaps prepares the way for the thought that there is a seed which is the 
heir of the promises, and a seed which is such only in that it is descended 

from Abraham. 

7. Of the suggestion thus afforded by Gen. 2111 Paul, in fact, avails him­
self in Rom. 9oti., using the word a1t€p1J,Ot in v. 7, qualitatively, of Abraham's 

descendants without distinction, but in v.• to designate those who are heirs 

of the promise. In the following verses of this passage, also, he argues 

that the separation between the seed of Isaac and Ishmael was followed 
by other like divisions, culminating in the creation of a new people-­

those that are called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles 

(v."). 
8. In Rom. 411-1, Paul interprets the seed of Abraham, to whom the prom­

ises were to be fulfilled in the collective sense and as including all that 
believe, both Jews and Gentiles. This is also the view distinctly expressed 

in the immediate context of the present passage (v."). 

9. In this same passage, vv.18• ", the apostle has also expressed the 

thought that believers, the seed of Abraham, are all one person (eii;) in 

Christ Jesus. The sentence is ambiguous, but its thought may be kindred 

with that expressed in 1 Cor. 1212, that believers constitute one body, and 

that body Christ, or akin to the identification of a race or family with its 

ancestor; cf. Rom. 9•• '· "• 31• Thus for the interpretation of Xptmi; in 
the present verse as referring to all believers as a single body or race desig­

nated by its head, there are if not exact parallels, yet close analogies, and 

these in the immediate context. 
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These considerations suggest three possible interpretations of Gal. 311: 

(a) That a'JCEP[J.IZ is to be taken as meaning an individual descendant 
(cf. 1 and 3 above), and ev6c; as one person, anp!J.a:'t'a: as meaning descend­
ants, and 'JCOAAwv many persons, and Xpta't'6c; is to be understood of Jesus 

personally. The thought then is, "He says not to the seeds, meaning many 

persons, but to his seed, meaning one person, viz., Christ." 
{b) That adp!J.a: means a single line of descent, sv6c; one such line, 

anP!J.a:u lines of descent, 'JCoA.Awv many such lines, and Xpta't"6c; is to be 
understood of the one line of spiritual descendants, that spiritual race of 

which Christ is the head; so Dalmer and Zahn. CJ. also Bacon, JBL. 1917, 

pp. 139 if., who makes the plurality which Paul denies, that of Jew and 
Gentile (see Rom. 4"), bond and slave, etc., and the unity the one undi­

vided body of Christ. 
(c) That a'lt'Ep!J.a: and a'lt'Ep!J.a:'t'O: are to be understood as designating 

respectively one and many individuals (as in 1), and Xpta't"6c; as a personal 

name, yet as standing not for Jesus alone and strictly as an individual, but 

for him as the head of a race or community; cf. 9 above. 
Could it be shown that ariplJ.a:'t'a: was in Paul's day current in the sense 

which is expressed by n1•J1.l! in late Hebrew, the second of these 

interpretations would probably have the strongest claim to acceptance as 
being most consistent with the attested usage of words and the apostle's 

usual interpretation of Abraham's seed, though it would involve a use of 

Xpta't"6i; not precisely paralleled elsewhere in Paul. Nor is it impossible 
that Paul, assuming it to be self-evident that a'lt'Ep!J.a: in this connection 

could mean nothing else than posterity, has invented for it so used a plural; 
as in English one might say, "He speaks not of posterities, but of posterity" 

(cf. Ltft. ad loc., who in defence of a different interpretation makes a similar 

suggestion). If the absence of evidence of such a use of adp!J.a:'t'a:, and 
especially the fact that Paul must, it would seem, have expressed this idea 

more clearly than by the bare words 8c; ea't'tv Xpta't"6c; without intimation 

of their mystical or corporate meaning (cf. 1 Cor. 1211 and Sief. ad loc.) 

deter us from adopting this view, it will be necessary to choose between 

(a) and (c). Of these the first is open to no serious objection on purely 

lexical grounds. For while the use. of the singular a'lt'ip!J.a: is not precisely 

identical with that found in the passages cited in 3 (d) above, it is approxi­

mately so (see esp. Gen. 426), and the classical examples, 2 (d), clearly show 
that such a meaning is not foreign to Greek usage; the sense ascribed to 

the plural is verified both by classical and late Greek usage. But its inter­

pretation of Xpta't'6c; in a strictly individual sense implies a conception of 

the seed of Abraham as a single person which is in conflict with the apos­

tle's everywhere else expressed notion of the seed of Abraham and even 

~th the immediate context (v."). The third view is open to the objection, 

obviated by the second, that it takes the word a'lt'ip[La: (in the singular) in a 

sense different from that which it has elsewhere in Paul. But since it takes 
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the word in a sense vouched for by examples from Greek writers, and 
retains the apostle's us~l conception of the thing referred to, it must prob­

ably be preferred to either of the other possible views. The argument 
thus interpreted may be paraphrased as follows: And when God said" and 

to thy seed" he spoke not of many persons, the descendants of Abraham 

in general, but of one person, and that one Christ, who is the head of that 

people to which belong all that are joined to him by faith. 
But it is difficult to accept even the most probable of these interpreta­

tions as an expression of the apostle's thought, not because he is incapable 

of adopting a rabbinic method of interpretation, but because of the inhar­
moniousness of such an interpretation with his other references to the 

passage, and because the sentence contributes little to the force of his argu­
ment at this point. It is, moreover, not in harmony with the thought of 

vv.••· ••, where the word "seed" is used collectively and predicated not of 

Christ but of those who are Christ's .. These considerations raise the ques­
tion whether the whole sentence from ou Mye1 to Xp1aw,; is not a primitive 

corruption, and due to an early editor rather than to Paul. There.is signifi­
cant evidence to which due attention has not usually been given (yet cf. 

Lake, The Earlier Epistles of St. Paul, pp. 366f.) that at so early a period 
that the evidence of it is now chiefly, though not wholly, internal and not 

documentary, the epistles of Paul were collected and edited. To this 
process we may assign the bringing together into one epistle of the parts 

of three or more letters that are now to be found in so-called 2 Cor.; 

the similar gathering into one of all the extant fragments of Paul's letters 

to the Philippians; the addition of 161·" to the Epistle to the Romans; the 
appending of the doxology of Rom. 1616•27 , if not also the benediction of 

2 Cor. 1311, both of these latter quite unlike the conclusion of Paul's other 

letters; and doubtless certain other editorial changes in the original text. 
That these processes were not accomplished solely by paste and scissors, but 

involved some addition of at least. short phrases or sentences is evident. It 

is not, therefore, improbable that in connection with this process occasional 
comments on the text were added either directly to the text or to the margin, 

but in either case so early as to have become incorporated into the parent 

of all extant manuscripts. As respects the present sentence it is evident 
that the omission of it leaves a consistent connection, -.ou-.o oe: ).,fyt,> taking 

up the thought appropriately after Ml -.cj> airep[J.a'tt cxu-.ou and that the in­

terjected sentence is complete in itself, and such a comment as an early 

editor might make. The objection to the first of the above-named inter­

pretations that it conflicts with the apostle's conception of Christ as else­
where expressed would, of course, not apply if it is an editorial remark, 

and on this hypothesis this interpretation is probably to be preferred to 
either of the others. • 

Ltft.'s view that a"Jt&p[J.01:'tcx is, so to speak, a coined plural, "a forced and 

exceptional usage," and that the apostle "is not laying stress on the particu-
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lar word used, but on the fact that a singular noun of some kind, a collective 

term is employed, where -rcl: -rfava or o! a:'lt6;ovot, for instance, might have 

been substituted, encounters the difficulty that, making the contrast be­

tween seeds and seed, between many and one, a contrast not between many 

persons and one person, but between many persons and one body of per­

sons, it is unsupported by intimation of the passage that such is the nature 

of the intended contrast; rather does the clause 8c; i!a-rtv Xpta-r6c; seem 

directly to exclude it. To have expressed this thought would have required 

a collective term-awµa'toc;, e. g., after Mc; or at least 8c; ea-rtv -ro a<i>µa 

Xpta-roil in place of 8c; ea-rtv Xpta-r6c;. Ell. apparently wavers between 

understanding a'ltspµa and Xpta-r6c; of Christ personally and taking them 

inclusively as denoting "not merely the spiritual posterity of Abraham but 

him in whom that posterity is all organically united." 

XX. TA ~TOIXEIA TOT KO~MOi.* 

The meaning of -rcl: a-rot:x;eta -roil x6aµou has been discussed from the 

early Christian centuries, and is still in dispute. a-rot:x;etov is found in 

Greek writers from Plato on; in later Greek writers it is of very frequent 

occurrence. It is related to a-rot:x;oc;, "a line," "a row," "a rank," and its 

fundamental meaning is apparently "standing in a row," hence" an element 

of a series." 

Grouping in one conspectus usage from Plato to Plutarch, with occasional 

use of later passages, yields the following table of meanings: 

x. An element of speech, a letter of the alphabet, or, more exactly, the 

elementary sound for which it stands: Plato, Crat. 422A: (6v6µa'ta) cl 

wa'ltepel a-rot:x;eta 'rii>v cD.A<i>Y ea-r! xa! M;wv xal 6vo~-r<i>v, "(names) which 

are, as it were, elements of all other words and names." See also Plato, 

Polit. 277E,etfreq.; Plut. Quest conf!. IX, Prob. 31
; Philo, Opif. mund. 127 

(42). It is expressly distinguished from the syllable, because the latter can 

be broken up into diverse elements, in Aristot. Metaph. 6. 1712 (1041 b11); 

Poet. 20. xjf. (1456 b•011 -); Categ. 9(12). 3 (14 a••lf-), 

Ka'tcl: a-rotxerov means "alphabetically," or by metonymy, "in order," 

Plut. Defect. orac. 23. 

By metonymy, the elements or ultimate parts of anything are called 

• Of the abundant literature upon the subject the following works are of special note: 
Neander, Planting and Training of the Christian Church, Bk. III, chap. 9; Bk. VI, chap 1; 

Scbneckenburger, "Was sind die <TTo<xe,a Toii K6crµ.ov?" in Theo/. Jahrbuch, 1848, pp. 444-453; 

Hilgenfeld, Der Galaterbrief, pp. 66 .ff.; Hincks, "The Meaning of the Phrase Tei <TTOt)(••" 

Toii Kocrµ.ov in Gal. 41 and Col. 2•," in JBL. 1896, Pt. I, pp. 183 .ff.; Spitta, Der zweile Brief 

Petrus u. d. Br. d. Judas, pp. 263 .ff.; Everling, Die Paulinische Angelologie u. Damonologie, 

pp. 65.ff.; Diels, Elemmlum; Deissmann, art. "Elements" in Encyc. Bihl.; Pfister, "Die 

crTo•x••" Toii Kocrµ.ov in den Briefen des Apostels Paulus," in Philologus, LXIX, 1910, pp. 
410.ff.; Kennedy, SI. Paul and the Mystery Religions, pp. ·24.ff., 61.ff.; Clemen, Primitive 

Christianity, pp. 106 .ff., IOI) f.; Reitzenstein, Poimandres, pp. 71, 74, So.; Sieffert, Der Brief 

an die Galater (in Meyer series, oth ed.), pp. 235 ff.; Dibelius, Die Geistm,Jelt im Glaubm tks 

Pallius, pp. 78-85, 227-2Jo, 
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a-rotxelcx: as of things in general: Xen. Mem. 2. 11, Plato, Polit. 278C; of a 

state: Aristot. Pol. 5. 9• (1309 b10); cf. Isoc. 18 a (2 10); of a discourse: 

Aristot. Rhet. I. 61 (1362 a11); 2. 22 11 (1396 b 21 , ");Dion.Hal. Comp. 'l)erb. 2. 

2. One of the component parts of physical bodies. According to Diogenes 

Laertius first used by Plato in this sense. Empedocles employed the term 

pt'(,wµ.cx-rcx and Anaxagoras adpµ.cx-rcx, though Aristot. Metaph. 1. 4• (985 a"); 

2. 31 (998 a21
), ascribes the use of a-ro1xerov to Empedocles, and Diogenes 

Laertius (II 1 1; IX 3•) employs it in speaking of the views of other pre­

Socratic philosophers. Sometimes identified with &:p:ic1J, sometimes distin­

guished from it: Plato, Tim. 48B: M-yoµ.ev &:p:icdcc; czo-rdc -r18eµ.evo1 a-rot:ic1Icz -roii 

'lt:czvt6c;: "We call them (fire, water, air, earth) principles, regarding them as 

elements of the totality." See also Plato, The/Et. 201E; 202B, etc.; Aristot. 
Meteor. I. 11 (338a"), etc. 

By metonymy, anything that is small, simple and indivisible is called 

a-ro1xefov. Aristot. Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 b•). Likewise, by metonymy, the 
term a-rotxefov is applied to a genus, because it has one definition: Aristot. 

Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 b•). 
Among the Stoics, as testified by Diogenes Laertius and other witnesses, 

the term was in common use for the four elements, earth, water, air, fire, 
which were distinguished from the two &:P'.)Ccxl, 8e6c; ().6-yoc;) and ll).YJ (ooa!cx). 

See, e. g., Diog. Laert. VII 1••1· (134 f.); III 1 11 (24); V 113 (32); VIII , 11 

(76); IX 3• (21). Similarly in other writers influenced by Stoicism: Wisd. 

717 1918 ; Philo, Quis rer. div. 197 (41), etc.; 4 Mac. 1211 ; Epict. Diss. 3"· "; 
Plut. Aristid. 6•; Herm. Vis. 3. 13•; Just. Mart. Dial. 62•; Athenag. 221, •. 

By Philo and Plutarch the term was applied ,also to the sea, as one of the 

parts of the earth: Plut. Quest. conv. VIII, Prob. 8•; Aq. an lgn. 8h; Philo, 

Opif. mund. (131) 45. 
In Orac. Sib. 2••• it is said: -r6-re :icYJpeuaet Cl'tot:icercx 'lt:()6'11:CZV'tcx -rdc :11.6aµ.ou, 

and the a-r. -r. :11.. are defined as aijp, yczrcx, 8clt).czaacz, cp&:oc;, 'lt:6).oc;, fjµ.cz-rcx, 

v6')(.-rec;; in 8837 as aijp, -yczrcx, 8clt).cxaacx, cpcltoc; 'lt:upbc; cz[8oµ.evoto, :11.czl '11:6).oc; 

oopcltvtoc;, xcxl vu~, xcxl fjµ.cx-rcx 'lt<XV-rcx. In 3••, where the language is otherwise 
very similar to 2'°', -rclt is omitted and x6aµ.ou apparently limits the verb in 

the sense of "order." As '.l(YJpeuae1 naturally requires a genitive to com­

plete its meaning and the -rclt after its noun is in any case awkward. it is a 
question whether it should not be omitted in 2••• and 837• In any case, we 

have here an exceptional conception of the Cl'tot:icercz, including two of the 

Stoic four elements, the sea, which Philo and Plutarch also call Cl'tot:icelov, 

and four others which may be called semi-astronomical. 

By metonymy O"to1xerov denotes that in which qualities inhere: Plut. 

Defect. orac. 10. 
3. A premise or fundamental proposition of a demonstration: Aristot. 

Metaph. 2. 3•11. (998 a"): xcxl -rwv cltcz-ypczµ.µ.clt-rwv -rczii-rcx a-rot:icercx ).€-yoµ.ev 

wv czl <X'lt:ooel~etc; ivu'ltcxp:icouatv. See also Plut. Marcell. 17•, and cf. 

Aristot. Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 a" 11 -) cited under 4 below. Apparently it is 
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in this sense that the word was applied by later writers to Euclid's work on 

mathematics, and that of Archimedes. Aristot., Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 bU1-), 

apparently using a-rotx.elov and cl:px.fJ as synonyms, calls the unit and the 

point cl:px.al, but only by implication a't"Otl(.eiov. In Topica 8. 3• (158 b 36), 

8. 14 (12)• (163 b"); Cat. 9 (12)• (14 a") a't"otx.eiov is applied to a line or 

circle. It is in a kindred sense, also, that Aristot. uses a-rotx.eiov of the 

even and the odd, the limited and the unlimited, as the fundamental ele­

ments of things, Metaph. r. 5• (986 a 1). 

Aristoph. &cl. 652, in which 't"O a-rotx.eiov means the shadow on a sun­

dial, seems to imply the meaning "a line." See also Plut. Soll. anim. 29. 

4. With a force closely akin to the preceding, sometimes scarcely dis­

tinguishable from it: a simple or elementary principle of knowledge or 

instruction. Isoc. 18 a (211): 't"etii't"a yap a't"otl(.ela 'ltp<ii't"a xal µi!yta-ra 

X.Plla't"iic; 'ltOAt't"elac; ea-rtv. Nicolaus Com. r. 30 (Meineke Com. Frag. IV 

579): a-rotx.ela µev <tau't"' ea"t"t <ti)c; OA'l)c; 't"!l(.Yl)c;. See also Plato, Legg. 

VII 790C; Aristot. Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 a"); Plut. Lib. ed. 16; Comut. 14; 

Heh. 5"; and cj. Xen. Mem 2. 11, cited under 1. 

5. Aristotle, having in mind the previous senses of the word, employs it 

as an inclusive term to cover two or more of them, defining it as "that from 

which as a constituent first principle, indivisible into other kinds of things, 

things of another kind are produced": Metaph. 4. 3• (1014 a•o-o1): a-rotx.efov 

Aeye't"ett I!~ 0~ auyxet'tett 'ltpW't"OU SYU'lt(X()l(_O\/'tO<; cl:otatpe'tOU 't(j) e!oet e!c; l<tepov 

dooc;. CJ. Metaph. 2. 3•1r. (998 a23ir-); 6. 1712 (1014 b"); 12. 10 (1086 b); 

Categ. 9 (12)• (14 a11ir-). Plutarch in Com. not. 48, 49 says: oo yap a"t"otxelov 

oW «PXTJ <to µeµt-yµbov, a.AA' e~ «r>v µi!µtx't"at, and a little later refers to the 

four -itp«.>'t"a a-rotxela. CJ. also Prim. frig. 7. But in Plac. phil. 1 1-• he dis­
tinguishes a't"otx.elov from cipx.fi, expressly defining a"t"otx.ela as auY8e't"a, com­

posite, as distinguished from cipx.fi, which is not dependent upon anything 

that existed before. 

6. A heavenly body, star, sun, constellation, etc. 

(a) A constellation: Diog. Laert. VI 9• (102): o~'t"oc; (sc. Meveo'l)µoc;), ~ 

f'l)at\l 'lm~o't"oc;,* e!c; 't"Oaoii't"O\/ npa't"ela,; i\Aaaev, wan 'EptYYuo,; civaAa~Y 

ax.iJµa 'ltEptflet . . . ~y lie (ZUT(j) Tj ea6ii,; all't"l) . . . 'lttAOc; 'Apxa1ltxoc; S'ltl Tf),; 

xeq,a:Aijc;, IX,(!)Y evuipaaµi!va -rcl: owoexa a-rotxela. So also in "A Syriac Life of 

Clement of Rome," in Bulletin of John Rylands Library, Vol. IV, No. 1, 

p. 88. 

• Diels, Elementum, p. 45, places Hippobotos at latest in tbe first Christian century; but 
von Christ, Gesch. d. gr. Lil. II 1•, p. 68, declines to fix his date except as after Sotion, who 

belongs in tbe second century B, c., and before Diogenes L3"rtius (ea. 200 A. o.). It must 
also be remembered that tbe employment of <TTO•x•iat by Diogenes Laertius in reciting the 
statement of Hippobotos is not conclusive evidence that Hippobotos used the word, for 
Diogenes, though stating in ill 11t (24) that Plato was the first to employ it in philosophy, 

elsewhere uses it in quoting tbe opinions of pre-Socratic philosophers. See II 11; IX 3• (21). 

Our first decisive evidence of tbe use of 1TTo•x•iov in an astronomical sense is, therefore, that 
of the Christian writers of tbe middle of tbe second century. , 
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(b) In the general sense of a heavenly body, a star or planet: Just. Mart. 

Trypho, 23•: opii1:e !11:1 1:d: crtot:xercx oux d:prer ouoe acx~~cx1:!r,e1. Just. Mart. 
Apol. II 5•: o 8eoc; 1:ov riv-rcx l!.6aµ.ov 1toti)acxc; xcx\ 1:d: e1t!re1cx d:v8pc!l'lto1c; u1to-

1:ix~cxc; xcx\ 1:d: oupixvtcx crto1:xercx e[c; cxa~atv xcxp'ltwv xcx\ wpwv µe1:cx~0Mc; xoa11.11acxc;. 

Ep. ad Diogn. 7': o~ (sc. 1:oii 8eoii) 1:d: µua'l:l)ptcx 'lttcrtwc; 1tixncx cpu'Maaa1 1:d: 

crto1:xercx. See also Theoph. ad Autol. 1•, and Theod. Comm. on Gal. and 
Col. CJ. Aristides, Apol., chaps. III, IV, V. But the usage seems to 

show that the term here, while inciuding the heavenly bodies, includes 
also fire and earth-hence that the word means not the stars or sun, but the 

physical elements of which these are composed. CJ. exx. from Orac. Sib. 
under 2. 

By metonymy a great man, a light, a star: Eus. Hist. &cl. III 31; V 24, 

in both cases quoting from Polycrates. · 

7. A spirit or demon. This meaning might possibly be ascribed to the 

word in Manetho 4"' (ea. 300 B. c.): 1:cxii1:cx 1:01 oupa:v!wv &crtpwv a1:ot:xelcx 

1:hul!.'tcxt. But the context does not require anything other than the 

familiar classical usage of the word (physical) elements, and in view of the 
date of the passage any other meaning is improbable. Everling, Die 

paulinische Angelologie und Damonologie, cites as an example of this usage 

Test. Sal. § 34.* On the basis of mss. HLPVW, C. C. McCown in his 
(unpublished) work, Testamentum Salamonis, reads as follows (§VIII): 

,,_a\ 1JA8ov 'ltlleuµa:1:a emd: auvoeoeµ.evcx =l auµ1te'ltAe"(µevcx e6µopcpa 1:(j> eYoet xcx\ 

e6ax1)11.CI: •. S"(W OE ~OAOµGlv !owv 'tCl:U'tGt i8auµcxaa: l!.cx\ &'lt'l)pW'tl)aa: 01:U't<X" 1Jµetc; 

,:(ve,; ecrte; oi oe ehov· "lll.Slc; eaµev t crtot:xelcx 'tOU l!.Oall.Ol!.PIX'tOpoc; 'tOU al!.61:ouc;.' 

xa:! cpl)atv o 'ltp(l)'to,;· erw a!µt ii 'A'ltix't'I), etc. Deissmann (Encyc. Bib. art. 

"Elements") cites the Orphic Hymns 65•, in which Hephiestus is called 

crtot:xefov aµeµcpa,;, and the Hermes Trisi:negistus, in which the gods 

come as crtot:xera before the supreme God. This evidence, confirmed 

also by modem Greek usage, leaves no doubt that crto1:xe1ov did even­
tually come to mean an "angel," "spirit," or "god." What is not clear 

is that this usage belongs to the first century A •. D. That the Jewish 
writers ascribed a spirit or angel to various physical objects is clearly shown 

from I Enoch 6011-21; Jub. 2• tr • cited by Bous. (Rel. d. Jud.•, p. 372), but 

not that they were called a1:ot:xela:. Bous. cites 2 Enoch 167 as evidence 
of this. But aside from the fact that we have not the Greek text of this 

book and hence can not say for certain that a1:ot:xela: occurred in this pas­

sage, the occurrence of the word "elements," between the words "spirits" 

and "angels" scarcely proves that this word itself means "angels." Chaps. 

121 and 15 1 identify the elements of the sun with the Phrenixes and Chal­

kydri, which are flying creatures, with feet and tails in the form of a lion, 

• This is the notation of Conybeare in his translation, published in Jewish Quarterly Rmew, 

IX 1-45. 

t For 0'1'oe.x_£i'a., etc., VWGl. read .,.a, AE"'f6µ,tva. O"To1.xct4 o~ ,coaµ,o,cptiTopE~ -roV a,c01'ovs 

1"0'11Tov. P: Etc TWv Tp1.ci.tcoV1"~ Tp,Wv CM'OI.XEi(dV TOV ,c6a-µ,ov TO'U a,cO'Tov~. m: U1'0f.Xfia. -roV 

,coaµ.o,cp,1-ropos, omitting ,ca.i «f,r,cr,v O •(MTo~. etc., and adding TO Opya.vov ToV 9[«oV]. 
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a crocodile's head, and twelve wings like those of angels, but do not make 

them angels or spirits. Tatian, Oratio ad Grteeos, chap. 12, says that there 
is a spirit ('ltlleuµa:) in the stars, the angels, the plants, the water, in men, 

in animals. This is the same inclusive use of 1rveuµa: which appears in 

Sextus Empiricus (B SSF. pp. 139/.), but involves no use of O't"ot,cslov in 
this sense. In chap. 21 Tatian says he can not be persuaded to worship 

'tWY O"tot,ce!wv 'O)Y b1r60't"a:atv. But the a>tot,cetcx are apparently the material 
elements of the world into which by allegorical interpretation the Greeks 

resolve their deities (see context), not the deities themselves. 
Apparently, therefore, there is no definite evidence that a>tot,cslov meant 

"spirit," "angel," or "demon" earlier than Test. Sal., which in its present 
form is post-Christian, and may not be earlier than the third or fourth cen­

tury, to which McCown assigns it. See Deissmann, op. cit. col. 1260; cf. 

Harnack, Altchristliche Litteratur, I 858. 

Of the various meanings of x6aµoc; (in Greek literature from Homer 
down) the following only need to be taken into account: 

1. The world in the physical sense, with greater or less inclusiveness, 

but not with exclusive reference to the earth: Wisd. u 17 : ou rap ii1r6ps1 

'ii 'lra:Y'tocluvcxµ6c; aou ,celp xcx1 x>t!acxacx 'tOY x6aµov [e~] aµ6pq,ou !l)..,ic;. Jn. 17•: 

1rpo 'tou "tov x6aµov elvcxt. Acts 17": o fleoc; b 1ro1iiacxc; 'tOY x6aµov xcx1 1ra:v'tcx 

>t&: ev cxu'ttj>, See also Plat. Tim. 27A; Aristot. Cad. r10 fin. (280 a21). 

2. The firmament, the universe exclusive of the earth: Isoc. 78 c: >ti)c; 

rap riJc; d:'lra:a,ic; 't1)<; U'lrO 't(j> x6aµIJ) xi;tµeY1]c; ol,ca: "te'tµ1]µeY1]c;, XOt1 't1)<; µEY 

'Aalcxc;, 't1)<; OE Eupw'lr1]c; XCXAouµeY1]<;. . • • Deut. 419 : xcx1 µ'iJ civa:~Aecjicxc; elc; 

'tO\I oupczyoy xa:1 !a«l>v 'tOY ijAtO\I xcx1 '0)\1 aEAl)Y1]\I XOt1 'tO~c; <XO"tepcxc; xcx1 'lra:Y'tO: 'tO\I 

x6aµov 'tOU oc}pczyou 1tAa:Y1]fle1c; 1rpoaxuY'l)aJl<; a:u>tolc; XOtl Aa:'tpe6aT)c; a:u>totc;, I! 

a•i.&Yelµ.£\1 K6ptoc; o flsoc; aou QiU'tQ: 'lrCCatY 'tOtc; i6veatY 'tote; li'lrO:Ka:'tW 'tOU oupa:vou. 

CJ. also Philo, Vita Mosis, III 133 (14). 
3. The world of humanity: Wisd. 2": q,66Y<jl oE clta:~Aou fla:va:>toc; e!ai)Aflev 

ere; 'tOY x6aµov. Rom. 3•: e1re1 'ltWc; XplYEt o Oeoc; 'tOY x6aµov. See also 

Jn. 311, 17• ,. Rom. 5" n". 
4. The sinful world, humanity as alienated from God: 2 Cor. 710 : 'iJ <Sr 

>toii x6a.i,ou AU'lt1J Oa:vQi'tov xa:>tepra:l;e>tcxt. See also 1 Jn. 31 , " 1511• ,. 

5. The mode of life which is characterised by earthly advantages, viewed 

• as obstacles to righteousness: Gal: 6": o! o~ eµol x6aµoc; ea"ta:Ypw>tcxt xarw 

x6aµIJ). See also Mt. 16" 1 Jn. 210 Jas. 127 4•. 
The phrase 'td: O't"Ot,ceta: >toil x6aµou occurs in N. T. three times, Gal. 4• 

and Col. 2•• ••. Instances of its earlier occurrences have not been pointed 

out, the nearest approximation being perhaps in Wisd. 717, e!oevcxt a60't"a:atv 

x6aµou xa:l evene1a:v a"tot,ce!wv, where x6aµoc; is used in the first sense 

named above and 0"1:-01,ce!wv apparently in the second of its meanings. 

Orac. Sib. 2•••; 8137 contain the phrase a"tot,celcx >td: x6aµou, but, as pointed 

out above, the text is open to suspicion. Of the various meanings that 

have been proposed for the phrase the following are most worthy of con­

sideration: 
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I. The meaning suggested by Wisd. 717, viz., the physical elements of 
the universe. This interpretation is adopted by Beng. and Zahn, who 
find in it a reference to the fact that the Mosaic law not only fixes its sacred 
days and periods by the movements of the heavenly bodies, bJJt contains 
many commands pertaining to physical matters; in a similar sense by 
Holsten; by Neander (Planting and Training, Bk. III, chap. 9; Bk. VI, 
chap. 1) with reference to material elements in both Judaism and heathen­
ism (he makes no mention of the heavenly bodies), and by various others 
with varying specific application. 

2. The meani~g attested for a't"otx.eioc by Justin Martyr, et al., and ex­
pressly advocated as that of 't"IX a,;. 't". :Khaµ. in Gal. and Col. by Theodoret 
in his commentaries on those epistles, viz. the heavenly bodies, which the 
Galatians worshipped before their conversion and to which they' would be 
doing reverence again if they should adopt the Jewish observance of days 
and weeks and months. "For before, he says, ye were deemed worthy of 
the calling, ye served those that are not by nature gods, deifying the ele­
ments; but now the Master, Christ, has freed you from this error; and I 
do not know _how you are going back into the same error. For when ye 
keep Sabbaths and new moons and the other days, and fear the transgres­
sion of these ye are like those who deify the elements." Theodoret on 
Gal. 4. This interpretation generally adopted by the fathers has also 
found wide acceptance in more recent times. Hilg. (Galaterbrief, pp. 66 .ff.) 
holds to this interpretation, but with the added suggestion that the apostle 
is thinking of the heavenly bodies as living beings, gods of the Gentiles and 
in his own view lower gods (cf. Deut. 410), which have an influence on the 
lives and destinies of men, and which as heavenly bodies control the cycle 
of Jewish feasts. So similarly Diels, Elementum, pp. sof.; Bous. SNT. 

ad loc.; Clemen, Primitive Christianity, p. 106 ff.; contra, Kennedy, St. Paul 

and the Mystery Religions, pp. 24, 25, 60 f. 
3. The spirits that are associated with the a,;ot'.)(.eioc in the physical sense, 

whether stars or other existences, and so angels and spirits in general. So 

Ritschl., Rechtjertigung u. Versiihnung, Vol. II, pp. 252 f. (who finds in the 
passage a reference to the angels through whom the law was given, but who 
are also associated with the phenomena of nature [Ps. 104•], the thunderings 
of Mt. Sinai being the evidence of their presence at the giving of the law); 
Spitta, Zw. Br. Petrus u. Judas, pp. 263 .ff.; Everling, Die paulinische 

Angelologie und Dttmonologie, pp. 65 .ff., with inclusion of the angelic powers 
to which the Jews were subjected and the deities of the Gentiles. Similarly, 
Dib. Gwt. pp. 78 ff., but with characterisation of the difierence between this 

and the preceding view as unimportant. 
4. The elements of religious knowledge, possessed by men: a description 

applicable both to the Gentile religion of the Galatians and to Judaism 
before Christ. Under this term are included ritual observances, but the 

reference is not to them exclusively nor to them as ritual, but as elemen-
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tary, adapted to children. So substantially Tert. (Ad'D. Marc. V 4) Hie1 
Erasm. Calv. Wies. (but with reference to O. T. only) Mey. Ell. Ltft. SieJ 
et al. with reference to Jews and Gentiles. 

The ancient world undoubtedly believed in numerous supernatural beings 
intermediary between God and men. No doubt, also, Paul shared thi: 
belief to a large extent. He believed in Satan and angels, and apparent!) 
in numerous "principalities and powers." He seems to have attributec 
real existence to the heathen gods, t!Jough denying their deity; quite prob­
ably he identified t!Jem with the "principalities and powers." Thus t!Je:)I 
played for him an important part in t!Je religion of the Gentiles. In Judaism, 
also, tlie angels had a place in that t!Je law was given through t!Jem; and 
though they are not represented as hostile to God or Christ, they might be 
thought of as such in t!Je sense that they, or the law which came through 
them, were in rivalry with Christ. It is also true t!Jat <Ttotx.era: was very 
widely used of the elements of t!Je physical world, and that t!Jere was a 
tendency to extend t!Jis use from t!Je four ultimate elements to the parts of 
t!Je world in a looser sense, including t!Je sea and the sky, day and night. 
In Christian writers later t!Jan the N. T., possibly, also, in oilier writers 
who antedated Paul, the heavenly bodies are called c,;01x.era:. Before de­
ciding, however, that it was to any of these things, either the elements of 
the physical world, or the heavenly bodies, or to any spirits which inhabited 
t!Jem, t!Jat Paul referred, the following facts must be considered: 

1. Precisely the phrase 'td: c,;01x.era: 'tou x6aµou has not been observed 
elsewhere than in t!Je two passages in the Pauline epistles. Neit!Jer Sap. 7' 
nor Orac. Sib. 2•06 ; 8'17, nor Manetho 4""' have just this phrase, nor furnish 
more than a suggestion as to t!Je meaning of t!Je Pauline expression. Nor 
can it be assumed to be identical wit!J t!Je 'td: <Ttotx.sra: of t!Je philosophers 
or the 'td: oop«vta: <1't'o1x.sra: of Justin Martyr. The decisive word as to the 
meaning of Paul's phrase must be found, if at all, in Paul himself. 

2. There is no clear evidence that 'td: CJ't'otx_sra: had in Paul's day come 
to be used of deities or other like beings; for even if the evidence of Diogenes 
Laertius be supposed to prove the use of <1't'otx_erov in an astronolnical sense 
in t!Je first century, t!Je fact that a star !night be called CJ't'Otx_srov and that 

a star !night be worshipped does not give to <1't'o1x.srov t!Je meaning "deity"; 
as the fact that a cow is an animal and is worshipped does not make "ani­
mal" mean "god." While, therefore, 'ta: CJ't'otx_sra: 'tOu l!.60:11.ou. might mean 
the stars or planets, t!Je view that it means t!Je spirits iliat dwelt in or con­
trolled the heavenly bodies has but indirect and slender support. 

3. The use of 'td: <1't'o1x.era: in v. • as synonymous wit!J 'ta:. CJ't'. 't •• xoaµ. of 
v.• suggests that probably t!Je emphatic element of the phrase is conveyed 

by <1't'o1,:eta:. This is confirmed by the addition of t!Je adjectives aalleviJ 

xa:i 'lt'tlt>XC¥• CJ. also Heb. 512 in which t!Je CJ't'otx_era: are depreciated because 
of t!Jeir elementary character. 

4. The context of t!Je phrase in v.• and of t!Je synonymous expression in 
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v.•, esp. the reference to the possible acceptance of the Jewish law by the 
Gentile Galatians as a re-enslavement to the elements, shows that what­

ever the precise meaning of the words CTtot:x;eioc and it6aµ.ou, the whole ex­
pression 611:0 ••• !leoou).wµevot (v.•) and the similar language of v.• refers. 
inclusively to the condition, both of the Jews as men under law, and of 

idol-worshippers. See in com. ad loc. on the reference of -lj1,1£tc;. 

5. The tacit assumption that 1:dt CTtot:x;eioc 1:oii it6aµ.ou, to which the 
Galatians were formerly in bondage, were precisely the same as those to 
which they wer«r on the point of returning, is unwarranted. It is, indeed, 
to be assumed that the phrase has the same meaning in both cases, but it is 

entirely possible that it is descriptive rather than directly identifying, and 
denotes a category inclusive of those things to which the Galatians were 

enslaved and those to which they are now in danger of returning. 
6. The contention of Everling, Bousset, and Dibelius that because v.• 

affirms that the Galatians were in bondage to gods that by nature are not 

such, therefore the CTtot:x;eioc to which v.• speaks of them (and the Jews) 
as being in bondage must be personal beings, gods, is without good founda­
tion. The same fact may be, and often is expressed both in personal and 

impersonal terms. Does it follow from Rom. 617 and ,. that I, 1:611:oc; !lt!lac:x:ijc; 

is God? Especially is it the case that personal terms may be used by 

way of illustration to describe an impersonal fact. It no more follows that 
the CTtot:x;eioc are personal because of the previous '111:11:~611:ouc; itoc\ o!itov6µouc; 

than that b v6µoc; is personal because personified as 'JCOCt!loc1w16c;. With 

the recognition of this fact and of the absence of any reference to spirits 

in this connection the chief support of Everling's view falls to the ground. 

7. On the other hand, the close com1ection of !11:e ~1,1£11 v/imot in v.• with 
611:0 1:dt CTtot:x;eioc obviously suggests the meaning "elementary teachings." 

Not only so, but the whole passage from 3" to 4•, if ·not also to 4•, is per­

meated with the thought that the Jewish system which the Galatians are 
being urged to take up is imperfect, adapted to childhood, and the whole 

purpose of the argument is to dissuade the Galatians from accepting this 
system on the ground that it is childish, fitted, like their old idol-worship, 

for the infancy of the race. Like other passages of the epistle, it appeals 

not only to their reason, but to their emotions. 
8. The adjectives iia6evij and 1C1:11>:X:<X have no appropriateness as applied 

to the heavenly bodies, and but little with reference to the physical elements 

of the material universe, but appropriately descnbe the elements of an 
imperfect religious system as compared with the full truth of the revelation 

in Christ. 
9. The mention of days, months, and years in v.10 suggests the possibility 

of a reference to the heavenly bodies by whose movements the recurrence of 

these periods is fixed. The mention of meat and drink in the context of 

Col. 2•• •• (see v.") suggests a possible reference of CTto1:x:eroc to the material 

elements of the earth. But this latter explanation will with difficulty 
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apply to Gal. 4'· •, as the planetary explanation will not apply to Col. 2•• "· 

The element that is common to both, and is emphasised in Col., is that the 
cnotxeta represent an imperfect type of teaching; in Gal. described as tem­
porary and ended by the coming of Christ, in Col. as proceeding from men 

(v.•), and also as temporary and abolished in Christ (14• 17). While, there­
fore, it is possible that in Gal. Paul has reference to the heavenly bodies as, 

on the one side, formerly objects of worship by the Gentiles, and, on the 

other, as governing the cycle of Jewish observances, and in Col. to the 
physical elements of the universe, it is more probable that the phrase means 

the same in both cases, and in both cases has reference to the elementary 
and imperfect teachings of religion. 

10. Aside from the debatable question of the meaning of -rd: en. -r. ,r.6aµ. 

it is entirely clear that the things which Paul was dissuading the Galatians 
from accepting were, in fact, requirements of the law; as those from which 

he dissuaded the Colossians were dogmas of religion urged in the name of 

Judaism or some system of kindred spirit. To find the ground of the 
description of obedience to them as a bondage to -rd: cnotxecoc -rou ,r.6aµou 

in a remote and unsuggested connection between them and the heavenly 

bodies, or the physical elements of the universe, or the spirits of these 
elements, when the phrase is directly applicable to them in a sense appro­

priate to and suggested by the context and sustained by contemporary 

usage, is to substitute a long and circuitous course'of thought for a short, 

direct, and obvious one. 

While, therefore, the discovery of convincing evidence that cnotxela 

was in current use as a designation of the heavenly bodies conceived of as 
living beings, or of spirits that inhabit all existences, might make it possible 

that it was to these that Paul referred, this would become probable only 

on the basis of new evidence, and even then the contextual evidence is 

against it. The evidence as it stands favours the simple view proposed by 
Tert. and advocated by Erasm. Th. Crem. Ltft. Sief. et al. The words 

-rou ,r.6aµou are most naturally understood as referring to the world of 

humanity (cf. Col. 2•, 'ltttp&:ooatY &:v8pw'lt<uY, and 2", EY'raAµa-ra ,r.at Otoaa­

,r.a),.(oc<; -rwv &:v8pw'lt<uv}, yet, in view of the inclusion of the law in the 

content of the phrase, not as a genitive of source, but of possession, the 

whole expression meaning "the rudimentary religious teachings possessed 
by the race."* 

• If the fact that OTo•x••a is rather infrequently used in the sense of elementary teachings, 
while the physical sense is very common, seems to necessitate understanding Td uT. T.1e. as in 

some sense physical or related to the physical sense, the interpretation most consonant with 
the evidence would be to understand ,rT. in that loose and inclusive sense in which it is em­

ployed in Orac. Sib. as including both the physical constituents of the world, and the sky 

and stars. To the OTo•x••"- in this sense, the Jews might be said to be enslaved in the ordi­
nances pertaining to physical matters, such as food and circumcision, and also as the context 
suggests in the observance of days fixed by the motions of the heavenly bodi~s, while the 

bondage of the Gentiles to them would be in their worship of material images and heavenly 

bodies. 
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XXI. 'ArAIIAO AND •ArAilH. 

I. The verb <i1cc'ltciw is used in classical writers from Homer down, signify­
ing with reference to persons, "to be fond of," "to love," "to desire"; with 
reference to things, "to be contented with," "to take pleasure in." If we 
seek a more definite statement of the content of the term, it appears that 
there are three elements which with more or less constancy and in varying 
degrees of emphasis enter into the thought expressed by the word: (a) "to 

,admire," "to approve," "to recognise the worth of," "to take pleasure in," 
(b) "to desire to possess" (c) "to be well-disposed towards," "to wish to 
benefit." The first of these elements appears distinctly in Plato, Rep. 
330B, C, yet blended with or shading into the second: -rou-rou lvell.CC 11?61J.'IJY, 

1)Y o' srw, ll-rt µot ioo~ccc; OU ~opcc a)'CC'lttiY -rd: XP1JIJ.CC't'CC, 't'OU't'O OS 'ltOtOUO'tV w<; 
't'O 'ltOAU ot &v 11-Tl CCU't'Ol ll.'t'1)affiV'tCCt· ol OS ll.'t"IJ0"6cµ&vo1 Ol'ltAT) i\ ol &AAol <XO"lta~OV­

't'CCI CCU't'Oi. WO''lteP ,ap ol 'JtOt'lj't'CCl 't'Q: ccO-twv 'ltOt'/Jµcc-tcc ll.cel ol 'ltCC't'epec; 'touc; 'ltcciaccc; 

<i1cc'lt6iat -rccu't"(J -re all 11.ccl ol XP'IJIJ.CC-tt0"6cµevot, npl -td: ;cp-/iµcc-tcc a'ltouo&~ouatv 

we; lp,ov eccu-tli>v, ll.cel ll.CC't'd: 't'T)v ;cpe!ccv ijnp ol i!).1,,ot. The third element is 
present, if at all in this example, only by suggestion in the words ll.cel ol 

'ltcc-tepec; -rouc; 'ltccioccc; &,cc'ltli>at. There is, . indeed, but slight trace of this 
element of meaning in the word as used by non-biblical writers of the pre­
Christian period. 

IT. In the Lxx <i1cc'JtQl(J) translates several Hebrew words, but in the great 
majority of cases (about 130 out of 16o) the Kal of :im~, which is also 

rendered in a few cases (10) by cptAsffi. :J::!~ is used with much the same 

range of meaning as our -English word love. Thus, e. g., it is used of the 
love of a parent for a child, Gen. 25"; of a ~usband for a wife, Gen. 2911, 11; 

of sexual love in which the element of passion and desire of possession is 
prominent, 2 Sam. 131, •; of the love of friend for friend and of a people for 
a leader, 1 Sam. 181, •• 11; of God's love for Israel, Deut. 417 Hos. u 1

; of the 
love of men for God, Ex. 20• Deut. 6• u 1; of the love of men for material 
things, Hos. 91; and much more frequently for the love of immaterial things, 
good or evil, such as righteousness or peace, and their opposites, Ps. 4• (•) 
n' (•) 33• Prov. 121• It is evident that into the thought of the Hebrew 
word enter all three of the elements named above, the emphasis upon 
the several elements varying in the various instances very greatly, even 
in some cases to the exclusion of one element or another. The element of 
admiration, approval, recognition of worth, is doubtless always present, 
whether one speak of the love of men for women, of men for men, of men 
for God, of men for righteousness, or even of God for men. In the case 
of the love of men for God it becomes worship, adoration, or at least 
approaches this; in the case of friends, it involves mutual admiration; 
when it is goodness that is loved, it is the object of approval and delight. 
The desire to possess is likewise usually present; in a gross form in such a 

case as 2 Sam. 131-• Hos. 91
; of an elevated type in the love of men for 
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righteousness. The desire to benefit can not, of course, be included when 
the object is impersonal; it may be said to be driven out by desire to 

possess in such a case as 2 Sam. 131·•; in the case of men's love for God it 
becomes desire to serve the person loved (Deut. II 1• 13); in the case of 

God's love for men and in such injunctions as Lev. 1918, " Deut. 10" the 
desire to benefit is the prominent element. 

III. In the N. T. usage of d:ycz'lt<XW the same elements appear, the word 

being used of personal friendship where the element of admiration, usually 

accompanied with desire to benefit, is prominent (Mk. 1021 Lk. 7• Jn. II' 

13"); of God's attitude towards Jesus, where approval is evidently the chief 

element of the thought and the word approximates the meaning of ax)..eyru, 

"to choose" On. 3" Eph. 1•); of the love of God for men of good character, 
where the meaning is much the same save in degree of emphasis (2 Cor. 

9 1); of the Jove of God and of Christ for even sinful men On. 3" Gal. 2 20 

Heh. 12• 1 Jn. 419 b), where benevolence, desire to benefit, is the chief ele­
ment; of the Jove which men are bidden to have for God and for Christ, and 

of Christ's love for God, in which admiration is raised to adoration, and in­

cludes readiness to serve (Mt. 2237 Jn. 1416• "· 31 Rom. 828 1 Cor. 8• 1 Jn. 
4"•); of the love which men are bidden to have for one another, even their 
enemies, in which the willingness and desire to benefit is prominent, and in 

the case of enemies admiration or approval falls into the background (Mt. 

22" Jn. 13"• Rom. 138• • Eph. S"·" 1 Jn. 2 10); and finally of the love of 
things, when admiration and desire to possess are prominent, to the entire 

exclusion of desire to benefit (Lk. n•• Jn. 12" 1 Jn. 2 16). 

As concerns d:yczriw and q,t)..,fw, it is to be observ~d that while in the 
biblical writers, at least, the two terms have a certain common area of 

usage in which they may be used almost interchangeably, yet in general 

q,tAi!w emphasises the natural spontaneous affection of one person for 

another, while d:ycz'Jt«(,) refers rather to love into which there enters an ele­

ment of choice, and hence of moral character. It is consistent with this 
distinction that d:ycz'Jt«(,) is never used with the meaning "to kiss" (which 

q,tAi!w sometimes has) and is rarely used of sexual love (but see 2 Sam. 131, • 

Cant. 1 3, •· 7 31·•, as against the too strong statements of Grimm and Cremer, 

s. v. iptAeiv; and cJ. also exx. in Th.); that <ptAeiv is never used in the com­
mand to men to love God or men, and very rarely of God's love to men 

(but see Jn. 1617); but that either term may be used of honourable love 

between man and man, into which there enters more or less of the element 

of choice and decision. CJ. Jn. II'•" (iptAew) with II' (d:ycz'lt.xw) and Jn. 20• 

with 21•. 

IV. 'Ay&'ITTl, unlike the verb, and certain others of its cognates which oc­
cur from Homer down, appears first in the Lxx, and thereafter is almost 

wholly limited to biblical and Christian writers. CJ. M. and M. Voc. s. v. 

In the Lxx (can. bks.) it is used chiefly of love between the sexes (see 2 

Sam. 13" and the eleven instances in Cant.; but are these latter possibly due 
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to an allegorical interpretation of the book?). But in Wisd. and in Philo it 
is employed in a nobler sense; in Wisd. 3 9 and Philo, Quod deus immut. 69 (14) 

of the love of God, and in Wisd. 611 of the love of wisdom. CJ. M. and M. 
Voc. s. 'II, This sense becomes the prevailing one in N. T., wholly displacing 

the use with reference to love between the sexes. Nor are there any clear 
instances of ci,&1tlJ in reference to ordinary human friendship, personal 

affection. The desire to possess is also rarely present as a prominent ele­

ment; 2 Thes. 2 10 is apparently the only N. T. instance, and here apprecia­

tion is perhaps equally prominent. On the other hand, ci,&1tlJ is used freely 
ot God's approving attitude towards Jesus (Jn. 1510 1720); of the love of God 

and of Christ towards men, even sinful men (Rom. S'· • 836• "1 Jn. 31
• " 

4'· 10• 18); of the love which men are bidden to have for God (Lk. u" Jn. S" 
1 Jn. 2•• 16 4t• 5•; the only clear example in the Pauline epistles is 2 'I'hes. 3•); 
and with especial frequency in Paul of the love which men have or are 

enjoined to have towards one another (Jn. 15" Rom. 12• 1310 1411 1 Cor. 

131
• '· •· •· •· 13 141

). It must again be emphasised that these several ele­
ments are not mutually exclusive, only one being present in a given instance 

of the word; the distinction is one of emphasis and prominence, not of ex­

clusive expression. 

The use of ci1cxri)<nt,; in Gal. S", quoted from Lev. 1911, follows the Lxx, and 
is in accordance with the uniform habit of the biblical writers to use cx1cxdw 

rather than q,1).ew of the love which men are bidden to exercise towards their 

fellow men. The verb in this passage 
1
and the noun in all the instances 

occurring in this epistle (s•· 13
• ") while including the element of apprecia­

tion, recognition of worth, which is fundamental to all the meanings of 

both verb and noun, evidently lay chief stress upon the desire and will to 

benefit, which issues in efforts for the well-being of another. The verb in 

Gal. 2" has essentially the same meaning and emphasis, but being used by 
Paul of the love of Christ for himself, a confessedly sinful man, still further 

emphasises the element of benevolence. 
It is love of this type, of which recognition of worth is the foundation, 

and desire to benefit the leading element, that Paul exalts in his remark­

able panegyric in I Cor. chap. 13, and of which he says in Rom. 1310 that love 

is the fulfilment of law, and in Gal. 5•: 

"In Christ Jesus neither·circumcision availeth anything nor uncircumcision, 

but faith, working through lo11e." 
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I. ENGLISH WORDS, SUBJECTS, AND AUTHORS. 

, Authors, ancient and modern, are cited in this list only when they 
are specially important or their opinions are quoted and discussed. 
Their names are printed in small capitals. Words in italic type are 
those which occur in the translation of the letter. A number, in bold­
face type indicates a page on which the word is discussed. Words in 
ordinary Roman type denote subjects referred to in the Epistle or in 
the Commentary, including the Introduction and the Appendix. 
Grammatical forms and syntactical usages are referred to only when 
they are regarded as for some reason specially important. 

Abraham, 153, 155, 159, 162, 175, 
180,186,208,252; faith of, 153, 
162; seed of, 180 J., 208 ff.; sons 
of, 155, 156 ff., 252. 

Accursed, 25, 28, 30; see also 
"Cursed." 

Accusative of content, 37, 138,337. 
Acts, chaps. 10, II, 15; 168; 1818 ; 

see Index III. 
Adoption, 220, 221; cf. 226. 

Apostleship, 3, 93, 94, 363 ff. 
Arabia, 55, ·57, 258. 
Article: with nouns joined by xod, 

xx:xi ff., 62; restrictive, 84, 319, 
et freq. 

ASKWITH, E. H., xlix. 
Authority: of Old Testament, lxf.; 

of apostles in Christian church, 
lxiiff., 2, 87, 38o. 

Autographic portions of letters, 
'348. Ages, the two, 14, 4:a7 ff. 

Allegorical interpretation, 254 ff., 
esp. 268. Baptise, 203, 204 /. 

Angel, 25,189,242. Barnabas, 69, 94, 108/.; cf. xiii. 
Anger, 304, 307. BARTLET, V., li /., 241. 

Annul, 178, 18o, 182, 184; cf. 140, BARTON, G. A., 234. 

275, 276, 287. BAUER, BRUNO, lxix/. 
Antioch, 102; cf. 78, 101, 104 ff., BAUR, F. C., lxvi, lxx. 

u6J. Believe, 123, 153, 196, 475ff. 
Aorist: epistolary, 348; resultative, B ed" t· f p l' 1 tt 6 J en 1c ions o au s e er, 3 I • 

76, 351; participle of coincident 
action, 69; cf. 218; participle of BENTLEY, R., 260• ' 

subsequent action, xxxv ff. Bless, 159, 162. 

Apostle, 2, 3, 54, 6o, 363 ff. Blessing, 175. 
Apostles, the Twelve indirectly re- Bondage, 227, 230, 258, 262, 270; 

ferred to, 3, 71, 86 f., 89; cf. 94; cf. 2u, 215, 224. 

attitude towards Gentiles, 116ff. BousSET, W., 38, 69, 504, 517. 

523 
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Brethren, 8, 35, 36, 177, 236, 264, 
267, 286, 291, 325, 362. 

Brother of the Lord, 60 f. 

BRUNO und SACHAU, 213. 

Burden, 329, 333 f. 

Call (an act of God), 18ff., 49,282, 

291. 
Carousing, 304, 310. 

Cephas, 58 f., 94 f., 102, n1; see 
also" Peter." 

CHASE, F. H., xxiv f., xxxi, xxxiii, 

xxxiv. 

Child, 2II f., 215, 248, 262, 264, 

267. 
Christ, 18, 24, 32, 62, 123, 124, 125, 

135,136,140,168,181,200,203, 

208, 248, 270, 272, 275, 319, 

329, 349; 395 ff.; see also 
"Jesus Christ." 

Christ, the, 24, 25, 319, 329, 349f., 

39Bf. 
Christ Jesus, 83, 120,123,202,207, 

242, 279 (319, 349 f.); see also 
" Jesus Christ." 

Chronology of Paul's life, Iii (cf. 

xliv ff.), 59, 67 ff., 86. 

Church, 10, 44 f., 62 ff., 417 ff.; 
churches of Galatia, 10; of Judea, 

62ff. 
Cilicia, 62. 
Circumcision, the circumcised, !iv, 

!viii, 75 f., 79 f., 91, 93 f., 96, 

107 f., I57 f., 272, 273, 274, 275, 

279 ff., 286, 349, 351 ff., 355. 
Companions of Paul when he 

wrote the letter, 8 f. 
Conative use of verbs, 30 f., 32 f., 

45, 64, n5, 351. 
Concessive clauses and phrases, 

75, II5, II9. 
Conversion of Paul, 49, 5of., 55f., 

132 ff., 408. 
Corruption, 339, 342, 

Covenant, 178 f., 182 f. (226), 257, 

496ff. 
Creation, a new, 355 f., 356. 

CREMER, H., 501. 

Cross, 145f., 287,349,354; cf. 173. 
Crucify, crucifixion, 135 f., 143, 

145 f., 319, 354. 
Curse of the law, 168-171. 

Cursed, 164, 173; see also "Ac­
cursed." 

Damascus, 58. 

Dative: after verbs of speaking, 

98; cf. 181; of relation, 134. 

Death of Christ, nf., 135f., 139ff., 

143, 145, 173ff., 354. 
Deceive, 330 f., 339 f. 
Deliver, 13, 168, 219. 

Desire, 297, 299f., 300, 319. 

DIBELIUS, M., 439, 515, 517. 
Die, 132, 140. 

Disposition, 319, 320 f. 

Division (dissension), 304, 309. 

Division of territory between Paul 

and the Twelve, 97 f. 
Drunkenness, 304, 310. 

Early Christianity: character of, 

45f., 65, 77 f., 83f., 92; attitude 
towards legalism and towards 

Paul, 65, 72f., 77 f., 83f.; head­
quarters of, in Jerusalem, 54; in 

Judea, 63. 
Elements of the world, 215 (cf. 230), 

51off. 

ELLICOTT, C. J., 192,333,353,510. 
Emasculation, 289 f. 
Enmity, 304, 3o6. 

Envying, 304, 310, 323, 325. 

Epistolary aorist, 348. 

Epistolary plural, 9. 

Eschatology, 14, 311 f. 
Eternal, 339, 343, 431 f. 

EVERLING, 0., 513, 515, 517. 
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Faith, 64, 120 f., 123, 138, 147, 
151,155,159,162,166,167,176, 
196, 198 f., 201 f., 277, 279 f., 

345 f., 475 ff. 
Faithfulness, 312, 316. 

False brethren, 77 f. 

FARRAR, F. w., 61. 

Father, applied to God, 5, II, 15, 

223 f., 384 ff. · 
'Fellowship of Gentile and Jewish 

Christians, 104-u4, u6. 

Flesh, 53, 123 f., 138, 148 f., 237, 
241, 252, 265, 291 f., 297, 300, 

303, 319, 339, 349 ff., 351 f., 
492ff. 

Flesh and blood, 53 f. 

Food, question concerning, in the 

early church, 103 ff., n6 ff. 
Fornication, 304, 305. 

Free, 2o6, 252, 263, 267, 270. 
Freedom, 82, 270, 291. 
FRICKE, G. A., 190 f. 
FRITZSCHE, K. F. A., 74. 
Fruit of the Spirit, 312 ff. 
Fulfil, 293 ff., 329 f. 
Fulness of the time, 216, 218. 
Future indicative in final clause, 

83f. 

Galatia, 10. 
Galatia, xvii ff., :av f., number of 

Paul's visits to, xlv, 1 ff., 237, 
239 ff., 245 f.; churches of, ni 
ff., xxix ff., liii f., IO. 

Galatians, 143. 
Galatians, Paul's letter to: time 

and place of writing, xliv ff.; 
occasion and purpose, liii ff.; 
contributions to life of Paul and 
history of apostolic age, Iv f.; 

questions at issue, lvii ff.; genu­
ineness and integrity, !xv ff.; 
reminiscences of, and quotations 
from, lxviii; analysis of, lxxiiff.; 

text of, lxxiv ff.; see also "Text 
of the letter to the Galatians." 

Galatians, the people, xvii ff., xlii. 
Gallio, lii. 
Genitive, objective or subjective: 

after d:i.om)..u<j,t,;, 41; after i.!a-tt<;, 

121. 

Gentiles, 2, 53, 70, 75 f. (82, 86), 

93 f., 96 ff., 103 ff., III, II9, 
159f., 175,206f.; Paul's preach­
ing to, 147, 156, 3u. 

Gentleness, 312, 317, 325,,328. 
Genuineness of the letter to the 

Galatians, lxv ff. 
GIFFORD, E. H., xxxvi f. 
Glory, 16. 

Glorying, 332 f., 351 f., 354• 
God, 5, II, 15, 30, 44, 61, 65, 88, 

134,138,140,153,159,165,182, 
186, 190, 192, 202, 216, 221, 

224f., 227,229, 242, 31of., 339, 

357. 
God: word for, omitted, 19, 49, 94, 

152, 282; teaching of the letter 
concerning: he is one, 190; is 

called Father, 5, II, 38.4ff., esp. 
387, 39off.; object of Abraham's 
faith, 153; made a covenant 
with Abraham and promises to 
him, which are not annulled by 
the law, 180-186; justifies the 

Gentiles by faith, 159; and no 
man by works of law, 165; cf. 

n9, 123; sent his Son into the 
world to deliver them that were 
under law, 216-219; Christ's 
gift of himself for our sins, in 
accordance with his will, 15; set 
apart Paul from his birth, called 
him, and revealed his Son in 

him, 49 ff. ; wrought for the 
apostleship both of Peter and 
of Paul, 93; jointly with Jesus 
Christ direct source of Paul's 
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apostleship, 5; in order to live 
to him Paul abandoned law, 
132-134; was glorified by Jew­
ish Christians because of Paul's 
work, 65; called the Galatians 
into the grace of Christ, 18 ff.; 
cf. 49; jointly with Jesus Christ 
source of grace and peace, IO f. ; 
accounts those who are in Christ 
as his sons, 202; and sends the 
Spirit of his Son into their 
hearts, 221; those who do the 
works of the flesh will not in­
herit his kingdom, 310 f.; in­
voked as witness that Paul 
speaks the truth, 61; eternal 
glory ascribed to him, 16 

Gods, 227. 
Goodness, 312, 316. 

Gospd, 22, 24, 25, 30, 37, 53, 70, 

85, 91,109,237, 422f. 
Gospel: its unity and variety, 91 f.; 

source and content of Paul's, 

38-43. 
Grace, 10, 18 f., 49, 94 f., 140 ff., 

276f., 361, 423f.; of Christ, 19; 
of God, 140. 

Greek (Gentile), 75 f., 2o6 f. 

GREGORY, C. R., lxxv. 
Guardians and stewards, 211 ff. 

Hagar, 258 f. 

Hand, giving of as a pledge, 94 ff. 
HAUSSLEITER, J., 121. 

Heathen deities, Paul's idea of, 
227f. 

Heir, 208, 211, 224ff. 
HOLSTEN, Carl, 26o. 

H0LTZMANN, H.J., lxxi. 
Hope, 277, 279. 

Household of the faith, 345 f. 
Hypocrisy, 108 f. 

Idolatry, 304, 3o6. 

Imperative as protasis, 297. 

Imperfect tense, 45, 104, 107. 
In Christ (Jesus), 62, 83, 124, 175, 

202 (cf. 203), 207 f., 279 (cf. 

283ff.). 
Inherit, 267, 310. 
Inheritance, 184 ff. 
Integrity of the letter to the Gala­

tians, lxv ff. 
Interpolations (possible) in the 

letter to the Galatians, 182, 192, 

259 f., 511. 
Interpretation of the Old Testa­

ment, Paul's, see "Old Testa­
ment." 

Isaac, 264 f. 
Israel of God, 357. 

James, 6oj., 94f., 103; cf. 71, 107. 

JeoJousy, 304, 307. 

JEROME, 61. 

Jerusalem, 54, 58, 67, 261, 263. 
Jerusalem: Paul's visits to, 58 f., 

67, 115; church of, 78, 84, 116; 

cf. 99. 

Jesus, 319, 359, 392, 394• 
Jesus Christ, 5, u, 41, 143, 175, 

196,354,361,393,394, 395ff.; 
see also " Christ" and " Christ 

Jesus." 

Jesus Christ: the Son of God, 51, 

138f., 216,221; born of woman, 
born under law, 216 ff.; died, 
139, 140 (cf. u), on the cross, 
143, 145 (cf. 168-175); raised 
from the dead by the Father, 
6f.; source and agent of Paul's 
apostleship, 5; source of grace, 
18, 20, 361; jointly with God 
the Father source of grace and 
peace, 11 ; gave himself for our 
sins, II f. (cf. 139); "calling" 
not ascribed to, 19; the gospel 
of, 24; Paul a servant of, 32; is 
the content of the revelation by 
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which Paul received his gospel, 
41-43, 50, 51; sent forth from 
God, 216, to deliver them that 
are under law, 219, that they 
might receive the adoption, 220; 

the sons of God receive his 
Spirit, 221; he is the basis and 
cause of Christian liberty, 83, 

270; object of faith, 120 f., 123, 

138 f., 196 f.; cf. 202; basis of 
justification, 124; his crucifixion 
participated in by Paul, 135; he 
lives in the believer, 136 f.; cf. 

248; not distinguishable in ex­
perience from the Spirit, 137; 
manifested his love in his gift of 
himself for men, 139 (cf. n); his 
death evidence that righteous­
ness is not through law, 140; set 
forth to the Galatians, crucified, 
143; delivered men from the 
curse of the law, 168-171; be­
came a curse for us, 171 ff., in 
order that we might receive the 
blessing of the Spirit, 176; the 
law a means of bringing men to 
him, 200; by baptism into him 
they acquire his standing, 203; 

in him all distinctions are abol­
ished, 2o6 ff.; those who are his 
are heirs of the promise to Abra­
ham, 208; they who have the 
Spirit of the Son recognise God 
as Father, 223; relation of Gen­
tile believers to Christ de­
stroyed by receiving circumci­
sion, seeking to be justified in 
law, 272, 275; in him neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
avails anything, but faith work­
ing through love, 279 f.; they 
who are his have crucified the 
flesh, 319; the Galatians ex­
horted to fulfil the law of the 

Christ, 329; his cross an occa­
sion of persecution, 349, and the 
ground of glorying, 354; the 
apostle received as Jesus Christ 
by the Galatians, 242; bears in 
his body the marks of Jesus, 

359 f. 
Jw, Jws, 108, III, n9, 2o6. 
Jewish Christians, 108 f.; eating 

with Gentiles, lix f., n6. 

Jews: religion of, 46; attitude 
towards Gentiles, lix, rn4. 

John, 94. 
JosEPHUS: use of geographical 

terms, xxxiii; use of 1Stcx8iil(.lJ, 499. 

Joy, 312, 314. 

Jubilees, doctrines of the book of, 

158. 
J udaisers, see "Opponents of 

Paul." 
Judea, 62 f., 435 f.; churches of, 

62f. 

Justify, n9, 123 f., 159, 165, 201, 

275, 46off. 

Kintl,ness, 312, 315. 

Kingdom of God, 310 ff. 

· LAKE, K., 1, 509. 

Law, u9f., 123f., 132f., 140, 147, 
151, 163 ff. (esp. 170), 182, 184, 

187, 192 ff., 198, 200, 216, 218, 

219,252,274, 275f., 293f., 302, 

318, 329, 351 f., 443 ff. 
Law: curse of, 163 ff., 168-172; 

freedom of Gentile Christians 
from, 82, 270, 291 f.; of Jewish 
Christians, 112 ff.; to be ful­
filled by Christians, 293 f.; the 
law of the Christ, 329; see also 

443ff. 
Leaven, 283. 

Legalists in the early church, see 
"Opponents of Paul." 
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Letters (epistles), forms of, among 
ancients, 10, 16 f. 

Life, eternal, 339, 343. 
LIGHTFOOT, J.B., xxxiii, I, 61, II5, 

129, 288, 509 f. 
Live, 1 II, 134, 136 if., 166 f., 321; 

by the Spirit, 321; cf. 136 if., 
297f., 302. 

LOMAN, A. D., hoe. 
Long-suffering, 312, 315. 

Lord, II, 60, 2II, 283, 354, 361, 

393, 399.ff. 

Love, 139, 279 /., 293, 296, 312, 

314, 519.ff. 

McCowN, C. C., 513. 
McG1FFERT, A. C., Ii f., 241. 

Magic, 144. 
Male and female, 206. 

MANEN, W. C. VAN, lxx. 

Marks of Jesus, 359 f. 
Mediator, 189 f. 
Mercy, 357. 
MEYER, H. A. w., 141. 
Miracles, 151 f. 

MOFFATT, J., xxxii, xxxix. 
Muratorian canon, lxix. 
Mutilate, 288. 

Nabateans, 57. 
Negatives with participles, 229. 
North-Galatian view: stated,xxiii; 

advocates of, xxiv; conclusion 
concerning, xliv. 

NORTON, F. 0., 498 if., 502. 
Nouns used qualitatively, 4, 21, 

40,43,70,89, 120,186,209,228, 

282, 298, 311, 352. 

Observance of days, etc., 232 f. 
Occasion and purpose of the letter 

to the Galatians, !iii if. 
Old Testament: Paul's interpreta­

tion of, 159 if., 166 f., 173 if., 
181 if., 253 if. (esp. 256), 268; 

quotations from, 123, 153, 159, 
164, 166, 167, 173, 181, 252, 
264, 267, 293 f., 296. 

Opponents of Paul, !iv f., 3, 24 f., 
75, 77 if., 82, 107, 156 if., 246, 
281--289; questions at issue be­
tween them and Paul, lvii if., 
75, 104.ff., 233, 274. 

Participles, use of, 69, 75, 103, 

II5, II9, 145, 151, 172, 199, 
218, 228, 253, 255 f., 275, 281, 

331, 345, 353. 
Parties (dissensions), 304, 309. 

Paul, 1, 272. 
Paul: chronology of his life, Iii, 19, 

67 if.; life in Judaism, 43-47 pas­

sim; persecution of the church, 
44f., 64; revelation of Christ to 
him, 41 .ff., 49.ff.; abandonment 
of law, 132f.; sojourn in Arabia, 
55 f.; return to Damascus, 58; 
first visit to Jerusalem after his 
conversion, 58-6o; sojourn in 
Syria and Cilicia, 62; second 
visit to Jerusalem, 67 ]f.; com­
panions when he wrote to the 
Galatians, 8 f.; preacher of the 

gospel to the Galatians, 25 if., 
30, 143j., 147, 237 f., 310j.; ill­
ness in Galatia, xxix, 237 f.; 
number of visits to Galatia, xiv, 
240 f.; enthusiastic reception by 
Galatians, 242 if.; desire to visit 
them again, 250; relation to the 

Twelve, 54, 58.ff., 86.ff., 94-100; 
relation to early Christianity, 

45 f., 65; opponents, !iv f., 3, 
24 f., 75, 77 if., 82, 107, 156 if., 
246, 281-289; persecuted, 286; 
personal sufferings, 359 f.; rela­
tion to Barnabas, 69, 94, 108 f.; 

cf. xiii; to Titus, 69; relation to 

Peter, 94--98, 102-113; apostle-
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ship, I, 2, 3; cf. 37-43, 48, 53, 
58, 62, 66, 93, IOO, 373 jf.; 
source of his gospel, 35-43, 55; 
its content, 42 f., 49-51, 53, 
91 f.; conception of God, see 
under "God"; conception of 

Jesus and attitude towards him, 

4, 5, II, 32, 34, SI, 123,135-139; 
see also under "Jesus Christ "; 
conception of the law, 120, 132 
ff., 147, 272, 275; see also under 
"Law"; his own relation to law, 

132; his concern for the unity 
of the church, 73, II3; care for 
the poor, 99 f.; revelation expe­

riences, 41, 49.ff., 69f.; eschatol­
ogy, 14, 16, 312; use of 0. T. 
scripture, see "Old Testa­
ment"; enforcement of his ap­
peal by use of his own name, 
272; of a statement by appeal 
to God, 61; salutations of his 
letters, 16 ff.; authentication of 
his letters by his own hand, 

347 f. 
Peace, 10, 312, 314 f., 357, 424 if. 
Pedagogue, 200 f. 
Persecution: of Christians by Paul, 

44f., 64; of Paul by others, 286; 
of Paul's opponents, 349 f. 

Peter, 91, 93, 104 if., 107, 109 f.; 

see also "Cephas." 

Pharisees, Josephus's account of, 

48. 
PHILO: idea concerning creation of 

man, 6; use of oux6fii,:11, 498/. 
PIERSON, A., and NABER, S. A., 

lxx. 
Promise, 176, 180 f., 182, 184 ff., 

186, 189, 192, 196 f., 208, 252 f., 
264. 

Qualitative use of nouns, see 
"Nouns used qualitatively." 

RAMSAY, w. M., xxxii, li, 24, 156, 

213, 239, 420, 502.ff. 
Religion, Paul's view of the es­

sence of, lxiv. 
RENDALL, F., xlvii, 192. 
Resurrection of Jesus, relation to 

Paul's apostleship, 6 f. 
Reveal, 49, 199, 433 if. 
Revelation, 41, 43 (50 f.), 69,433 ff, 
Righteous, 166,46off, 

Righteousness, 140, 153 f., 193, 

277 f., 460 ff. 

Salutations of Paul's letters, 10, 

16/. 
ScHMIEDEL, P., XXV, xxxix. 

Scripture, 159 f., 195, 267. 
Scripture, quotations from, and 

Paul's use of, see "Old Testa­
ment." 

Seed, 180 ff., 189, 208, 505 ff.; of 

Abraham, 180 ff., 189, 208. 
Self-control, 312, 317 f. 

Self-seeking, 304, 308 f. 

SIEFFERT, F., XXV, 73, 76, 90, 150/. 
Sin, II, 125f., 195, 436ff. 
Sinai, 257 f. 
Sinner, 119, 125, 127 ff. 
Slave, 2o6, 211, 224; cf. 32, 34. 

SomtN, H. voN, lxxxif. 
Son of God, sons of God, 49, 51, 

138 f., 202, 216 f., 221 f., 224, 

394, 404ff. 
Sons of Abraham, 155, 156 ff.; cf. 

252, 267. 
SOUTER, A., lxxiv. 
South-Galatian view: stated, xxiii; 

advocates of, xxiv; conclusion 
concerning, xliv. 

Sowing and reaping, 339, 341 f. 
Spirit, 147 ff., 151, 176, 221 f., 

265, 277 f., 297, 300, 302, 312 f., 
321 f., 325 (328), 339, 342, 361 f., 
486ff.; of God's Son, 221 f. 
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Spiritual, 325, 327, 48g. 
STECK, R., lxx. 
Stoics: their conception of neu11,01, 

487; their use of a-totxeto11, 511. 
Strife, 304, 307. 
Syria, 62. 

Table fellowship between Jewish 
and Gentile Christians, lix f., 
103ff., II6. 

Teach, 40, 335, 336. 
Teaching and teachers in the early 

church, 335 ff. 
TERTULLlAN: his N. T. canon, 

lxix; interpretation of a-totxefov, 

516, 518. 
Text of the letter to the Galatians, 

lxxiv ff., II, 13, 26, 36, 40, 51, 
55, 59, 69, 85, 88f., 95, 108, 109, 
114,122,139,143,176,183,189, 
193,194,208,216,223,231,243, 
249,253, 259ff., 265, 27oj., 275, 
304, 311, 324, 330, 335, 344, 
345 f., 348, 350, 352, 355 f. 

Time and place of the writing of the 
letter to the Galatians, xliv ff, 

TlSCHENDORF, C., lxxiv ff, 
Titles and predicates of Jesus, 

39:iff. 
Titus, 69, 75; cf. 8of. 

Tradition, 46 if. 
Transgression, 188, 325, 327. 

Transgressor, 130 f. 
Truth, 281; of the gospel, 85, 109. 
TURNER, c. H., 1. 
Twelve, the: attitude towards Paul, 

91, 97; Paul's relation to them, 
3, 38, 58 if.; standing in the 
early church, 71, 86 f., Bg, 91 f., 
94 ff,, 102 ff,, II l ff. 

Uncircumcision, 91 ff., 279, 355. 
Uncleanness, 304 f. 
Unity of the church, Paul's con­

cern for, 73, 113. 

Walk, 297 f., 321 f., 357. 
Wantonness, 304 f. 
WEIZSACKER, c., 79, 83. 
WESTCOTT and HORT, text of the 

letter to the Galatians, lxxiv. 
WIESELER, K., 73, 128. 
Witchcraft, 304, 306. 

Works of law, II9 f., 123 f., 147, 
151, 163. 

Works of the flesh, 303 if. 
World, 354, 514. 

ZAHN, xxxvii, xl f., 57, 79, 90, 
128/., 326. 



II. GREEK WORDS AND PHRASES. 

This index includes all the words in the Epistle, and a few important 
words discussed in the Introduction or Appendix. The lists of occur­
rences in the Epistle are complete, except when otherwise indicated. 
When examples of special usages are given, the completeness of the 
lists of these is not guaranteed. A number in bold-face type indicates 
a page on which the word is discussed. 

ci~~. 223f. 
'A~pocdcµ, 153, 155, 159, 162, 175, 

180, 186, 208, 252. 

ciyoc86i;, 335, 338, 345• 
ciyocllwauv'll, 312, 3t6. 

ciyoc11:6cw, 139, 293, 296, 519 f. 
ciydc'll:'I), 279 f., 293, 312, 314, 520 f. 
•Ayocp, 258 (bis). 

&y,EAO<;, 25, 189, 242. 
ciyvosw, 62. 

&yw, 302. 
ci~&AfO(, 8, 35, 36, 177, 236, 264, 

267, 286, 291, 325, 362. 
ciaEA<poc; 'tOU l!.Up!ou, 6o f. 
ciatdw, 237. 
ciOsdw, 140, 178, 18o. 

octµoc, 53. 
oclpEatc;, 304, 309, 

cx!wv, 13, 16, 426 ff. 
oclwvtoc;, 339, 343, 431 f. 
cil!.ocOocpa!oc, 304, 305. 

ho-I), 147, 151. 

cil!.OUW, 43, 64, 252. 
hpo~ua't!oc, 91, 92 f., 279, 355, 
cil!.up6w, 182, 184. 

ci),,-1)8£toc, 85, 109, 281; 'iJ d;')..-1)6EtOC 'tOU 

euocns1,,!ou, 85, 109. 

«A'l)8euw, 244. 
ci),,U, 5, 75, 91, 195, et freq. 
a1,,Ua-, 250. 
,il,,')..'ll,opiw, 253, 254 ff. 

ci),,),,-l)AWv, 293, 297, 300, 323, 329. 
&A1,,oc;, 22 ff., 283, 420 f. 
cl:µ.a:p1:!oc, II, 125 f., 195, 436 ff. 
cl:µ.a:p1:w1,,6c;, II9, 125, 127 ff; 
ciµi)v, 16, 361 f. 
&v, w'ith ind., 32, 193; with subj., 

189. 
civoc~oc!vw, 67, 69. 

civocyl!.dc~w, 75 f., 111, 115, 349; al­
ways of the attempt to subject 
Gentile Christians to the law. 

civ6c8Eµ.a: and civ6c8'1)µ.a:, 25, 28, 30. 

civoc),,!<:=, 297. 

ci11oc11:A'!Jp6w, 329, 330. 
civoca1:oc1:6w, 288, :i8g. 

civoca1:pocj,-fi, 43, 44. 

civoc1:!8'1)µ1 1 70, 71. 

civep-xoµ.a:1, 54, 58. 
civi)p, 264. 
civ8(a't'l)IJ.t, 102. 

&v8pw11:oc;, 3, 4 f., 30, 32 (bis), 37, 
38, 40, 88, 119, 120, 177, 178, 

274, 325, 339; l(.(1.'tcl: &v8pw11:011, 

37, 38, 177. 
civ6'1)'tO<;, 143, 148. 
civ't!l!.EtlJ,'1,t, 300. 
'Av1:16xEtoc, 102. 

ci1C1l!.!lexoµ.a:1, 277' ,78. 
cifll)XOIJIZt, 55. 

ci'lt6, 3, 4, ll, 18, 86, 103, 147, 257, 
275. 
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d:1ro6vfi=, 132, 140. 

d:1roxcx).6nw, 49, 199, 433 ff. 
d:-xox,x).u(j,1c;, 41, 43, 69, 433 ff. 
d:1rox6?:'tw, 288, .289 f. 
d:1to1.cx1J.1¼11w, 220. 

d:1-0~, 250. 

d:1toa-ro).-li, 93, 94· 

d:'lt"6a-ro1.oc;, 2, 3, 54, 6o, 363 ff. 
apex, 125, 126, 140, 155, 2o8, 287, 

.288, 345. 
'Apcxfl{cx, 55, 57, 258. 
d:peaxw, 32 (bis). 
ap<Tl)ll, 206. 

ap-r1, 28, 29, 30, 250. 

d:ae).1u01, 304, 305. 

d:a6e11e1cx, 237, 238. 

d:afle:vf)c;, 230. 

cx6-r6c;, intensive, 99, 351; personal, 
6, 38, 49, et freq. 

d:,popll;w, 49, 52, 107. 
d:,pop(J.-1), 291, 292. 

.fxptc;, 189, 2II. 

flcxn{~w, 203, .204 f. 
BcxpY<Xflcxc;, 69, 94, 1o8 f. 
l¼poc;, 329, 330. 

~a11.alcx 6eo0, 310, 3n f. 
flcxaxcxlvw, 143 f. 
~a-r<X~w, 285, .286, 329/., 333, 359• 
fl1fl).lo11, 164. 

fl1.e1tw, 297. 
flod:w, 264. 

rcx).,hcxt, 143; cf. xviijf., XXV f. 

rcx).cxi;/cx, 10; cf. xvii ff., XXV f. 
rcx1.cx-r1x6c;, xxxi ff. 
1<XP, 30, 31, 89, 93, 163, 193, 207, 

243, 278, 291, 300, 330, 351, et 

freq. 

re, i49. 
jeWIXW, 252,258,265. 
ysvoc;, 46. 
'(!llO(J.01t 1 126, 171, 175, 182, 192, 

200,216 (bis), 236,244,323,354. 

'Ytll<dall<,l, 94, 155, 229, .230. 

yvwpll;w, 35. 

'(pcl(J.(J.CX, 347 f. 
1?CX~, 159, 160, 195, 267. 
rpa,pw, 61, 164, 173, 252, 264, 347. 

ruvfi, 216. 

Mxvw, 297. 
Acx(J.01ax6c;, 58. 

lle, 41, 49, 61, et freq.; adversative, 
41, 107, u9, 124, 137, etc.; con­
tinuative, 49, 71, 102, 137, 138, 
165, 208, etc.; resumptive, 182, 

2u, 297; untranslated, 64; va­
riant reading for r<Xp, 36, etc. 

llexmvn, 59. 
lle:xcx-rfoacxpe:c;, 67. 

lle:~uzc; lllllw(J.t, 94, 95 f. 
lleO(J.011, 236. 
cla,CO(J.CXt, 242, 

llij).oc;, 165. 

llt<X, with gen., 3, 5, 6, 41, 49, 67, 
68, 120, 12.2, 132, 140, 176, 186, 

189,202,224,252,279,281,293, 

354; with acc., 77, 237. 
ll1cx8fixTJ, 178 /., 182 /. (226), 257, 

496ff. 
llt<XXOllO<;, 125 f. 
lltCX(J.EllW, 85. 

15tcx-rd:aaw, 189, 190. 

lltcx,pepw, 87, 211. 

lltMcnc.w, 40. 

illllw(J.t, II, 94, 193, 196, 243; 
lloOvcxt ecxuwv, II, 12. 

lllxcxtoc;, 166, 460 ff. 
01xcx,oa611TJ, 140, 153 /., 193, 277 f., 

46off. 
lltxcxt6w, u9, 123 (bis), 124, 159, 

165, 201, 275, 460 ff. 
1516,267. 

llt,coa-rcxa/01, 304, 309. 

Ot@XW, 44, 64, 265, 286, 349. 

ooxsw, 71, 7.2, 86, 89, 94, 96, 330, 

331. 
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c!iOll.OUY'1:E<;, ot, 71, 72, 86, 89, 94, 
g6. 

c!iOll.tµatw, 332 • 
o6~cx, 16. 

00~6:tw, 65. 
!Sou).e!cx, 258, 270. 

1lou).euw, 227 f., 230, 262, 293. 
oo(i).oc;, 32, 34, 206, 211, 224. 

!Sou).6w, 215. 

Mvcxµcxt, 193. 

ouvcxµt<;, l 5 l f. 
1luvcx'1:6c;, 243. 

lluo, 252, 257. 
!Swpe&v, 140 f. 

eo:v, 25, 120 f., 272, 285, 300, 325, 

339; after rel. pronoun, 285,300, 
339; edtv [J.'IJ exceptive, 120 f. 

e:cxu,:ou, II, 107,139,330, 332 (bis), 

339. 
eye!pw, 6, 7 f. 
eyll.po:,:atcx, 312, 317 f. 
erw, 38 f., 132, 136, 236 (bis), 272, 

203, 286, 359; see also i)µetc;; 

other forms sing. and plur. freq. 

e8vt:11ii>c;, III, IIS. 

18voc;, 2, 53, 70, 93, 96, 103, I II, 

II9, 159 (bis), 160, 175. 
e!, 22, 30, 32, 6o, III, 124, lJO, 

140, 149, 184, 193, 208, 224, 

243,286,297,302,321,330,354; 
e! [J.'ll exceptive, 22, 60, 354. 

Etoov, 6o, 91, 109, 347. 
e!ow).o).cx,:p!cx, 304, 306. 

e!:M.jj, 149 (bis), 234. 

eT=, 84. 
e!µ!, 22, 24, et freq.; flµa8cx, 215. 

ehcov, III. 

e!P'l)Yll, IO, 312, 314f., 357, 424if. 

e!c;, 22, 55, 67, 72f., 93f., 96, 97 f., 

200,291, etfreq.; e!c; ll.ev6v, 72f. 

et,;, 181, 190 (bis), 2o6, 252, 257, 

293. 
,ll., 6, 13, 25, 49, 107, n9f., 122, 

(cf. lpycx v6µou), 15.S, 184, et 

freq. 

lma,:oc;, 332, 333. 
h{36:).).w, 267. 

h:x.).e!w, 246. 

Ell.ll.Al)alcx, 10, 44 f., 62 if., 417 if. 

h).uw, 334 f. 
h'lt:!'lt:'t:w, 276 f. 
E:x.'lt:'1:UW, 241 f. 
f).eoc;, 357. 
a).1u81p!cx, 82, 270, 291 (bis). 

e).e68epo<;, 2o6, 252 (bis), 263, 267 

(bis). 

e).eu8sp6w, 270. 

"EAAl)Y, 75 f., 2o6 f. 
e).'lt:!c;, 277, 279. 

lµctu,:o(i, 130. 

eµµevw, 164. 

eµ6c;, 43, 347. 
l!µ'lt:poaOBY, I II. 

ev, 18, 20, 43, 49, 62, 65, 70, 83, 
136f., 151,275, et freq.; ev :x.up!(j), 

283 if.; ev Xpta,:,j> ('ll)aou), 62, 

83, 122, 124, 175, 202 (cf. 203), 

207 f., 279 (cf. 283 if.). 

ev&p:x,oµcxt, 148 f. 
Mu'w, 203f. 

evepyew, 93 /., 151, 279, 281. 

evea,:wc;, 13, 432 f. 
eveu).oyfoµcxt, 162. 

eve:x,w, 270. 
!vt, 206 (ter). 

E\ltCXU'1:6<;, 232, 234. 
ev!a'1:l)µt, see evecrcr:ic;. 

!Yll.CXll.SW, 344• 
ev:x.6'1t:'1:w, 281. 

EYW'lt:tO\I, 61. 

e~cxyop&tw, 168, 219. 

e~cxtpew, 13. 
E~CX'lt:OCl'CEAAW, 216, 221. 

l~opuaaw, 243, 244. 

e~ou8evsw, 241. 
e'lt:cxyye).!cx, 176, 18of., 182, 184if., 

186, 192, 196f., 208, 252f., 264. 
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i'ltfZj"(i°AAOIJ,(Zt, 189. 

l!nt'l'ct, 58, 62, 67 f. 
i'll:l, with gen., 173, 181; with dat., 

291; with acc., 211, 230, 357. 

E'll:tOtct"tizaaw, 178, 180. 

£'ll:t8uµew, 299, 300. 

i'll:t8uµ{01 1 297, 299, 319. 
E'lt"t:X.ct'l'<Zpct'l'O<;, 164, 173. 

E'll:tµevw, 59. 
e'll:tcrrpe~w, 230. 
E'll:t'l'SASW, 148 f. 
h:!'l'pO'll:O<;, 211, 212 ff. 
!'ll:tl(Op'l)ySW, 151, 152, 

epy&l;oµat, 345. 
ipyov, 332; l!pyct v6µou, 119, 120, 

123 (bis), 147, 151, 163; ipycz 'l'ijc; 

actp:x.6c;, 303 f. 
l€p'l)µoc;, 264. 

ept8!01, 304, 308 f. 
l!ptc;, 304, 307. 
ip:;coµ011, 62, 102, 103, 107, 189, 

198, 201, 216. 
epw, 180. 

lupoc;, 22 ff., 6o, 332, 333, 420 ff. 
l'l't; 32, 33, 286 (bis). 

l!"toc;, 581 67, 182. 

eu01yye),,!l;oµ011, 25, 26, 30, 37, 53, 

64,237. 
su01yye')..1ov, 22, 24, 37, 70, 85, 91, 

109, 422f. 
euao:x.ew, 49, 52. 

eu8ewc;, 53. 
SUAoyew, 162. 

eu).oy!ct, 175. 

eu'ltpoaw'ltew, 349, 350. 

eup!a:x.w, 125. 

eug,pct!vw, 264. 

l!:;c8pct, 304, 306. 

ex8p6c;, 244. 

ixw, 83, 252, 264, 332, 345. 

t&w, III, 134j., 136 (bis), 138, 1661 

167, 321. 
l;i)),,oc;, 304, 307. 

l;'l)A6w, 246 (ter), 247. 

t'll"W'l'1lc;, 46, 47. 

l;'l)dw, 32, 124. 
l;uy6c;, 270. 

tuµ'!), 283. 
l;uµ6w, 283. 

twfi, 339, 343. 
l;WO'lt"Otew, 193, 195, 

,Jj),,1:x.oc;, 348 (v. 1.). 

'ijµelc;, 25, 96, I 19, 123, 215, 271; 
cf. 265. 

-iJµep01, 59, 232 f. 

801uµ&l;w, 18. 

8eA'l)IJ.CZ, 15. 

8e),,w, 24j., 147, 230, 246, 250, 252, 

300, 349, 351. 
8e6c;, 5, II, 15, 30, 44, 61, 65, 88, 

134,138,140,153,159,165,182, 
186, 190, 192, 202, 216, 221, 

224, 227, 229, 242, 310/., 339, 
357; to be supplied in thought, 

19, 49, 94,152,282; without art., 

5, II, 88 f., 134, 202, 224j., 227 

(bis), 229 (bis), 242, 310, 339. 

8ep!t;w, 339 (ter), 341, 344. 
!lij),,u, 2o6. 

8uµ6c;, 304, 307. 

'l&~oc;, 60, 94, 103. 

roe, 272, 273. 

'11ltoc;, 71, 333f., 344/. 
!1lou, 61, 273. 

'lepoQ6),,uµa, 54, 58, 67. 
'IEpouactAf)µ, 261, 263. 

'l'l)aouc;, 319, 359, 392, 394. 

'l'l)aouc; Xpccrr6c;, 5, II, 41, 143, 

175, 196, 354, 361, 393, 394, 

395ff. 

Tvct, expressing purpose, 53, 83, 85, 

123,134,175,196,201,220,246, 

300, 307, 349, 351; introducing 
a complementary clause, 96, 99; 

fycz µfi, 300, 349. 
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'louo,xfo:, 62 f., 435 f. 
'louoocl~w, III, IIS. 

'louo<Xt?I.W<;, III, IIS. 

'louo,xfoc;, 108, III, 119, 2o6. 

'Iou o,xfoµ.6c;, 43, 46. 
'Iaoc&:lt, 264. 

'lcrpocT)A -toii Oeoii, o, 357. 

la-roptw, 58 f. 
!ax;uw, 279, 281. 

'lwaV1Jc;, 94. 

lt<XOooc;, 91, 153, 310. 
lt<Xl, meaning "and," 8 et freq.; 

"also," 30, 93,215,236; "even," 
123, 288. 

lt!ztY6c;, 355• 
lt<Xtp6c;, 232, 233 f., 344, 345. 
lt<XAew, 18, 20, 49, 282, 291. 

ltoc).6,;, 344. 
lt<XAwc;, 246, 281. 

ll.<XYWY; 357, 358 f. 
lt0tpol<X, 221. 

lt<Xp"Jt6c;, 312 f. 
lt<X-to:, with gen., 192,300 (bis), 318; 

with acc., 15, 37, 44, 69, 70, 71, 
102,110,143,177,208,252,264, 
265; cf. xxxiv; lt<X-td: &vOpw1CoY, 

37, 102,· 103, 143; ll.Ot"t(z: qo:plt<X, 

252, 265; ll.<X-t' !o£Qcv, 71 f. 
ltOt"tOt)'!YWal<W, 102, 103. 

ll.<X-t<Xoou).6w, 83. 

lt<X"t<XAUW, 130, 131. 

lt<X"tO:p<X, 163, 171. 

l<<X-rocpyew, 182, 184, 275, 276, 287. 

ll.<X-t<Xp-r~w, 325, 327 f. 
lt<X-t<Xaltodw, 82 f. 
lt<X-teaOlw, 297. 

ll.<X't1)'X.2W, 335, 336 f. 
ll.<XUX.0:0µ.<Xt, 351 t 354• 

lt<XUX.lJlJ.<X, 332 f. 
KsA-t<Xt, KeA-ro!, xvii .ff. 
lti\16ao~oc;, 323, 324. 

lte'YOc; (e!c; lt!YOY ), 72, 73. 

ltl)p6aaw, 70 (97 f.), 286. 

Kl)ipac;, 58f., 94f., 102, III. 

KtAtlt!<X, 62. 

l<Al)povoµ.tw, 267, 310. 

ltAl)povoµ.£,x, 184, 185 f., 503. 

ltAl)pov6µ.oc;, 208 f., 211, 224 ff., 
503. 

ltA!µ.,x, 61. 

ltOtA!<X, 49. 

ltOtYWYW, 335, 336. 

lt0tYWY£<X, 94• 

ltO"JttO:W, 234• 

it6'lt0c;, 359. 

lt6aµ.oc;, 215, 354, 514. 

lt~'l;w. 223. 

lt?ell4YVU[J.t, 173. 
ltp!µa, 285. 

lt-t!atc;, 355, 356. 

it6p1oc;, II, 6o, 211, 283, 354, 361, 

393, 399 ff.; refers to Christ ex­
cept in 211; with art., 6o, 354, 

361. 
ltUp6w, l 78, 179. 

)t<,)[J.O<;, 304, 310. 

).,xµ.(¼vw, 88, 147, 176. 

AE)'W, 28, 177, 181, 182, 2II, 252, 

267,272, 297; ).trw ai1, 211, 297; 

cf. 182. 

AO)'~Oµ.<Xt, I 53, 154. 

)..6yoc;, 294, 2g6, 335, 337° 

Aot"Jt6c;, 108, 359. 

µ.<Xlt<Xptaµ.6c;, 243. 

[J.<Xltpo8uµ.!<X, 312, 315. 

[J.(XA!<TrCX, 345. 
~AAOY, 263; ~)..)..oy ot!, 229, 230. 

µ.<XYO&:vw, 147. 

µ.cxp-tupew, 243. 

µ.exp-tu poµ.cxt, 2 7 4. 
µ.118"1), 304, 310. 

µ.iv, 227, 252, 257; cf. xxxi. 
µ.aa!'t"l)c;, 189, 190. 

µ.i't"&:, with gen., 69, 103, 262, 267, 

361; with acc., 58, 182. 

1'-S"t"CXCl'l"piq,w, 24, 25. 
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µe'l'<Z'l'lfl-riµt, I 8, r9. 

µixp1<;, 248. 
µij, with hortatory subj., 323, 344; 

with imper., 270, 339; verb 
omitted, 291; with opt. (µTJ 

yi!vot'l'o), 126, 192, 354; with 
T11Gt in a clause of purpose, 300, 

302,349; after a verb of precau­
tion, 297, 325, 328; after a verb 
of fear (expressed or implied), 

72, 73 ff., 234; with participle, 
227,229,344; see also E! 11-ll and 
~µ~. 

µ"1)8el<;, 330, 359; ll,"1)8ev iflv, 330 f. 
µ-ljv, 232, 233. 

11-'l'l'"IJP, 49, 263. 
µ1xp6<;, 283. 

µY"l)µove6w, 99. 
EJ.6vov (adv.), 64, 99, 246, 291, 349. 

EJ.6vo<;, 147, 332. 
µopq,6w, 248. 

11,UX'l'"l)p/l;w, 339, 340. 

11ax96<; (ix vexpliw), 6. 
vi)'lt:10<;, 211 f., 215. 

116µ0<;, 119 f., 123 f., 132 /., 140, 

147, 151, 163, 164, 165, 167, 
I68ff., 182, 184, 187, 192, 193f., 

198,200,216,218,219,252,274, 

275 f., 293 f., 302, 318, 329, 
351 /., 445 ff.; with art., 164, 
167,168,182,187,192,200,274, 

293, 329; o v6µo<; '!'OU XPIO'rOU, 

329. 
YuY, 64, 138, 148, 229, 261. 

o, TI, '1'6, 6, 8, 10, et freq.; with an 

adverb, 293, cf. 359 f. ; with par­
ticiple, 6, 18, 24, 37, 49, 64, 71, 
86, et freq.; with prepositional 

phrase, 75; prefixed to a sen­

tence, 293; cf, 258 f.; with prop­
er names and appellatives, 385, 

392, 393, 394. 
o!&i, 119, 227 f., 237. 

o!xeioi;, 345 f. 
o!xocloµew, I 30 f, 

o!xov6µoi;, 211 ff. 
oAoi;, 274, 283. 
0µ010,;, 304. 
llµwi;, 178. 

/SY'l'W<;, 193. 
o'lt:oioi;, 87. 
IS'Jt:(o)i;, 13. 

bpllo'lt:olli!w, 109, IIO. 

!lpoi;, 258. 

o,;, 16, 22, 25, 30, 61, 70, 83, 84, 

99, 130, 138, 143, 164, 181, 189, 

230,248,300,310,339; with .!<iv, 

300,339. 
!!lffl<;, 82, 253, 257, 258, 275, 285, 

304; with taY, 285. 

lh~, 49, 102, 107, 109, 215, 216. 
!!'l't, causal, 102, 123, et freq_.; with 

objective clause, 37, 44, et freq. 

ou, oux, oux, 3, 22, 32, et freq.; ou 

I'll, 267, 297. 
ouat, 3, 38, 54, 75, 84, 2o6 (bis), 

351; meaning "not even," 75, 

84, 351. 
ou!lel,;, 87, 89, 165, 178, 211, 237, 

272,283. 
oux &AAO,; e! µij, 22 f. 
OUXE'l't, 136, 184, 201, 224. 

O~Y, 151, 187, 192, 243, 270, 345• 
oupczv6i;, 25. 

oan, 40, 279 (bis), 355 (bis). 

0~1:oi;, 99, 147, 155, 349, etc. 
olhwi;, adverb of intensity, 18, 148; 

of comparison, 215,265; of man­

ner, 329. 
ouxl, II 1, u4. 
6q,e1At'!:"1Ji;, 274, 275. 
!lq,e).ov, 288, 

6q,llcz).µ6<;, I 43, 243• 

'Jt:afl-riµcz, 319, 320 f. 
1tact8czywy6i;, 200, 201. 

m18lcnt'll, 252 (bis), 267 (bis). 
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-it&AtY, 28, 58, 67, 130, 230 (bis), 

231 f., 248, 270, 274. 

-it&Y't'O'tE1 246, 

'ltGl()&, with gen., 38, 39; with dat., 
165; with acc., 25, 27, 30. 

-itccp&~cca1c;, 188. 

'lt<Xp<X~,;. 130, 131. 

'ltlX()1X8(01,)1',t, 139, 

-itcc{l&ooatc;, 46, 47 f. 
'ltlXpiXA<Xµ,~&Y(t), 30, 38, 39, 

'ltiXp&'lt'tl,llJ,IX, 325, 327, 

'lCccpcc't'l)pt(t), 232, 233. 

-it&petµt, 246, 250. 

-itccpelaccl!.-ro,;, 77, 78. 

'ltiXpEtaEpXOµ<Xl, 82, 83, 

-itccpex(t), 359, 

me;, sing. without art., 123, 274; 

sing. with art., 173, 293, 296; 

plur. without art., 111,202,207, 

211, 335, 345; plur. with art., 
8, 159, 164, 195. 

-it&ax(t), 149 J. 
'lt<X't'IJP, 5, II, 15, 2II, 223,:a24,384ff. 
'lCIX't()ll(.G<;, 46, 

Ilccu).o,;, l, 272. 

,cd8(t), 30, 281, 283. 

'ltCl{)&l;<.>, 325, 329, 

'lCElp<XcJl.l,6c;, 241, 

'lCEla{LOv/i, 282, 283, 

,cepl, 13 (v. l.). 

'lCE()l'lCIX'tW, 297, 298. 

'lCepraaod()hl,;, 46. 

,cep1d11,v(t), 75, 272, 273, 274, 275, 

349, 351. 
'ltC()l'tOIJ,1), 91 ff,, 93, 94, 96, 107, 

1o8, 279, 286, 355. 

Ili!-rpoc;, 91, 93. 

'lCl)All!.O<;, 347, 348. 

'ltla'tE6(t), 91, 123, 153, 196, 475ff, 

,cla-r1c;, 64, 120, 121, 123, 138, 147, 

151,155,159,162,166,167,176, 

1g6, 198, 199, 201 (bis), 202, 

277, 279f., 312,316,345, 475ff, 
'ltla't6c;, 162, 

'ltAIXY&(t), 339, 340. 

'lCA'IJP~, 293, 294 ff. 
'ltAll()Cllll,IX, 216,218. 

'ltA1Jalov, 293. 

'ltYeiiµcc, 147, 148 f., 151, 176, 221, 

265,277,278,297,300 (bis), 302, 

312, 313, 321 f., 325, 328, 339 

(bis), 342, 361, 486 ff. 
'ltYeuµcc &y,ov, first appearance of, 

488; 'ltYEUIJ.<X Oetov, 487 f., 'ltYeuµcc 

Oeou, 488. 

'lCYSUIJ,IX'tll!.6,;, 325, 327, 489, 

'JCO~(t),99, 164,167,274,300,344. 

'ltOA6c;, 46, 181, 264. 

'lCOY1Jp6,;, I 3, 

'ltop6w, 44, 64. 

'lCO()YEl<X, 304, 305. 

,cod, 43, 44, 64, 87 f. 
,cou, 243. 

'ltp&a=, 310. 

'lC()IXU't'I)<;, 312, 317, 325, 328. 

,cp6, 54, 103, 198; with inf., 103, 

198. 

,cpoyp&~, 143, 144. 

,cpod8ov, 159. 

'lC()O£t'lCOY, 310. 

,cpoepw, 28. 

,cpoeuccna)..ll;oµcc1, I 59, 16o. 
,cpo6ea11,!cc, 211, 212. 

'lCpOl!.IXAW, 323, 324. 
,cpox6'lt't(t), 46. 

'lC()Ol!.Up~, 182, 183, 

'lt()OAIXIJ,~(t). 325, 326 f. 
,cpo).ay(t), 310, 3n. 

,cp6,; with acc., 54, 59, 84, 85, 86, 

109, IIO f., 246, 250, 345 (bis). 
'lC()Oa<XY1X't(51J11,1, 53, 54, 89 f, 
'lCpoa-r(61J1J.1, l 88, 

'lC()6a(t)'lCOY, 62, 88, 102; 'lC()6a(t)'ll:0Y 

A<XIJ,~(t)' 88; l!.IX'tCZ 'ltp6a(t)'ltov, 102, 

103. 

,cp6-repo,; (-ro 'lCp6-repov), 237, :a39ff. 

'lt't(t)x6c;, 99, 230. 

~, III, 230, 
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aap~, 53, 123 f., 138, 148 f., 237, 

241, 252, 265, 291 f., 297, 300 

(bis), 303, 319, 339 (bis), 349, 

350 f., 351 f., 492 ff.; aap~ x-tl 

allJ,Ot, 53, 54. 

a!0!U't'OU, 293, 325. 

!:cva, 257, 258. 
oxa:\la-tAo\l, 287. 

axo-dw, 325, 328. 

a1telpw, 339 (ter); cf. 341. 
adpµ-t, 180, 181 (bis) f., 189, 2o8, 

505ff. 

aitoua&:l;w, 99. 

a't'GtUp6c;, 145 f., 287, ,349 f,, 354; 

cf. 173. 

a-r-tup6w, 143, 145 f., 319, 354. 
a-reipoc;, 264. 

a't'l)lt.<sl, 270, 271. 

a-r!yµGt, 359, 360. 

a-rocxaiov, 215, 230; -ra: a-rocxei-t -rou 

x6aµou, 215, 510 ff. 
a't'OIJi'.S<d, 321, 322, 357• 

a-r6Aoc;, 94, 96. 

a6, III, 325; see also uµelc;; other 
forms sing. and plur. freq. 

au\/, 8, 75, 162, 319. 
auv-t1t&:yw, 108. 

auvea6lw, 103. 

aUYlJACXIW't'Yj<;, 46. 

auvca-r&:vw, 130, 131. 

aU\IXAelw, 195, 1g6, 199. 

auv1t.tp-tA-tµ[¼vw, 69. 
aU\la't'GtUp6w, l 35 f. 
auva-rocxiw, 261 f. 
aUVU'!tOXplYO(J.Gtl, lo8, 

!:upl-t, 62. 

al&llJ.Ot, 359. 

't'Gtpa:aati>, 24, 285. 

't'GtJi'.~, 18 f., 20. 

-rex\lloY, 249 (v. l.). 
-rtxvov, 248, 262, 264 (bis), 267. 

-reAew, 297. 
't'S't'p(X)t6a101, l 82. 

-rlx-rw, 264. 

-rlc;, 143, 187, 267, 281, 286. 

't't<;, 24, 30, 86, 103, 279, 325, 330, 

355. 
TC-roe;, 69, 75. 

-rotoci-roc;, JII, 318, 325. 

-roaou-roc;, 149. 

-r6-re, 227, 265, 332. 

't'O~fo\l, 91. 

-rpeic;, 58. 

-rpexw, 72, 281, 282. 

-rpca:XOY'tGt, 182. 

u!o8eal-t, 220, 221; cf. 226. 

u!6c;, 49, 138, 155, 202, 216, 221, 

224 (bis), 252, 267 (ter); 0 u!oc; 

-rou Oeou, 138 f.; o ulbc; -tll-rou (sc. 

-rou6eou), 49, 51,216/.,221f.; 
ulbc;, u!o! (6eou) applied to men, 

202, 22t, 224 (bis); 394,404 ff.; 
u!ol 'A~p-t&:µ, 155; cf. 156 ff., 
252, 267. 

uµeic;, 207,208,236,264,291,325. 

uµe-repoc;, 351. 

ll~pxw, 46, III, n5. 
lldp, with gen., II, 12, 139, 171; 

with acc., 46. 

ll"JtSp~oAfi, 44, 45. 

ud, with gen., 37, 182, 229, 297; 

with acc.: u-ito d:µ.tp-rlGtY, 195; 
[!,co s,cc-rp6'lt0uc; :x.Qtl o!xov6µouc;, 21 I; 

u,co m-ra:pGtY, 163; u1to Y6µoY, 1,98, 

216, 252, 302; U'lCO 'XOCt~')'W')'6\I, 

201; u,co -ra: a-rocxec-t -roii x6aµou, 

215. 
u,c6xptacc;, 108, 109. 

U'lCOa't'EAAW, 107. 

U'lCOa"t"paqx,>, 58. 

U'lCO't'Gl:')'ll, 84. 

g,<Z\lep6c;, 303, 304, 

cpa:pµ-txla, 304, 306. 
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cp8ovw, 323, 325. 

q,86voc;, 304, 310. 

q,8opa, 339, 342. 
q,o~foµixt, 107, 234. 
q,op•r!ov, 333 f. 
q>peYIX'ltlX'tO:W, 330, 331. 

q,povew, 283. 

q,poupw, 198. 
q,u),.o:aat,>, 351. 

q,upixµix, 283. 

q,uatc;, II9, 227, 228. 

q>WYTJ, 250. 

:x;ixpo:, 312, 314. 

x,ixpl~oµixt, l 86. 

x,o:ptc;, 10, 18, 49, 94f., 140, 141 f., 
276 f., 361, 423 f. 

x,elp, 189, 347. 
'.)(;p-l)O"t6'tl)c;, 312, 315. 

Xpt0"t6c;, 18, 24, 25, 32, 62, 123, 

124,125,135,136,140,168,181, 

200, 203, 208, 248, 270, 272, 275,. 

319, 329, 349, 392, 395 ff.; b 

:x;pt0"t6c;, 24, 25, 319, 329, 349, 
398f. 

XptO"toc; 'l'l)aoiic;, 83, 120, 123, 202, 

207, 242, 279; see also 122, 393, 

394jf., and 'l'l)aoiic; Xpt0"t6c;. 

:x;p6voc;, 2 l I. 

lj,eullo:lle1,.q,0c;, 77, 78. 

lj,eu!ioµixt, 61. 

&, 143. 
wlllvw, 248. 

l:>pix, 84, 85. 

we;, 28, 181, 236 (bis), 242, 293, 

345. 
wa1tep, 265. 
i:>O"te with ind., 108, 162, 200, 224, 

244. 
i.'>q,e),.i!w, 272, 273. 



III. BIBLICAL PASSAGES, NOT IN GALATIANS, DISCUSSED 
IN THIS COMMENTARY. 

Gen., chap. 12: 157. 
Gen. 12•, 16of. 

Gen. 131
•, 181 f., 507. 

Gen., chap. 17 (esp. vv. 1• •): 157; 

cf. 181 f., 507. 

Gen. 21 10
, 267. 

Lev. 186, 167. 

Lev. 1918, 296. 

Deut. 2728, 164. 

Deut. 321
·", 384. 

Isa. 541, 264. 

Hab. 2', 166/. 

Mt. 43
, •, 4n. 

Mt. 5", 390. 
Mt. u 27, 412. 

Mt. 1611, 412. 

Mt. 2"14°, ", 411. 

Mk. 11,412. 

Mk. 1 11, 410 f. 
Mk. 311,411. 

Mk. 314
, 366, 378 f. 

Mk. 316, 378. 

Mk. 97
, 410 f. 

Mk. 1332, 412. 

Mk. 1461
, 411. 

Lk. 1 32, 412 f. 
Lk. 134

• 
36

, 413. 

Lk. 338
, 412. 

Lk. 43
• 

9
, 4II. 

Lk. 613, 366. 
Lk. 635, 36, 390. 

Lk. 1<>22, 412. 

Jn. 11', 414. 

Acts 121·28
, 367, 370, 379. 

Acts, chaps. 10, II, 15: u5. 
Acts 131.a, 373. 
Acts 166, xxxijf. 

Acts 1823
, xxxviiiff. 

Rom. 117,433,472 f. 
Rom. 1

3
, ', 409. 

Rom. 212, 456. 
Rom. 21

2-11, 45of., 452. 

Rom. 213
, 457. 

Rom. 2", 454. 
Rom. 321

, 32, 472. 

Rom. 327
, 457• 

Rom. 41-1, u-13, 470/. 

Rom. 411.11, 507. 

Rom. 513
, 456. 

Rom., chap. 7: 441. 
Rom. 831f,, 408. 

Rom. 109
, 403. 

Rom. 167
, 372. 

1 Cor. 91, 370, 373. 

1 Cor. 911f·, 370. 

1 Cor. 121, 403. 

I Cor. 1228, 379. 

54° 

I Cor. 15a.s, 370 ff.; cf. 373. 

1 Cor. 1528, 409. 



2 Cor. 31, 374. 
2 Cor. 4'..a, 408. 

2 Cor. 823, 373. 
2 Cor. 107, 375. 

2 Cor. II 13
, 374. 

2 Cor. II23, 375. 

Phil. 2 11, 403. 
Phil. 2 25, 373 .. 

Phil. 31, 1• 10, 471. 
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Col. 113-17, 409. 

Col. 2 8• 
20

, 514, 517 f. 

I Thes. 416
, 430. 

Jas. 1 17, 390. 

Heh. 71•• u, 8', 10•, 455. 

Rev. 2•, 375. 
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