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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

BY THE

REV. HENRY STEBBING, D.D.

Valuable as are the remains of classical antiquity, the Works of Josephus
may be placed, at least, on a level with the most esteemed monuments of
ancient learning. While the historians of Greece and Rome inform us of
events connected with perishable states and polities, the annals of the
Jewish people enable us to trace the progress of dispensations, the
importance and stability of which, instead of diminishing, are perpetually
on the increase.

The writings of Josephus may be classed under the two heads of historical
and controversial; the former comprehending the Antiquities, and the Wars
of the Jews; and the latter, his treatise against Apion, and some essays of
minor character. His earliest production was the history or the memorable
and terrific war which ended in the downfal of his nation. This work seems
to have been commenced with no higher view than that of giving a general
and popular account of the scenes in which he had been engaged. It was,
therefore, originally written in Syro-chaldaic, or in the common language of
the Jews inhabiting Palestine. When Josephus arrived at Tome, he found
numerous accounts of the war in circulation. Some of these narratives were
by persons who had but limited means of learning the truth. Others were
the production of men who wrote in a spirit of bitter prejudice. Even
among those who had some portion of the ability and in formation
necessary to such an undertaking, none, perhaps, could be found so
thoroughly well prepared for the undertaking as Josephus. Greatly to the
benefit of posterity, therefore, he employed his first days of repose in the
preparation of his work for a more extended circulation. The Greek
language was, at that time understood by most persons of even an

ordinary degree of intelligence. It was read and spoken commonly among a
large portion of his own people. The Septuagint translation of the Bible
had rendered it venerable in their eyes, and must have obliged the p4i3stly



7

order, to which Josephus belonged, to cultivate it with more than ordinary
diligence. In this popular and elegant language, therefore, he put forth his
work, and the admiration with which it was received confirmed, at once,
the opinion of his genius and merit entertained by the greatest men of his
time. His qualifications were the better estimated from the candour which
circumstances, as well as nature, taught him to cultivate. Faithful to the
duties of patriotism, he was yet sufficiently awake to the vices, to the
folly and obstinacy, of his countrymen. This enabled him to view and
speak of things with a liberal mind. He manifested a tender regret for the
fall of his nation, well calculated to conciliate the affections of the people
whose sufferings he shared; but he had too much gratitude not to refrain
from violating the dignity of those by whom they had been conquered, for
he was in the daily habit of experiencing their bounty and their tolerance.
The real defects of his work, moreover, were not such as could be readily
detected by popular readers. They consisted chiefly of errors in the early
part of the narrative, and were confined to a period of Jewish history, the
interest of which would be greatly diminished by the awful grandeur of
that which described the fall of the commonwealth.

The second great work of Josephus occupies the first place in the modern
editions of his writings, but was not composed till about eighteen years
after the History of the Jewish Wars. This interesting production of his
matured mind was undertaken with the desire of giving to the world a
narrative which might remove the prejudices entertained against his nation.
He was evidently ambitious of imitating the celebrate classical historians,
and of relating the events, so dear to the memory of his people, in a style
which might render the subject acceptable to the learned and accomplished
of all nations. This feeling was natural, and in many respects laudable. But
it exposed him to dangers peculiar to the matters of which he had to treat.
There was one grand and authoritative source of information. It bore the
seal of Divine inspiration, and had been received, from generation to
generation, as the sublime record of God’s dealings with his people. To
this primary fountain of information an honest historian must necessarily
have turned with profound reverence. From this he must have felt it his
duty to draw the most important parts of his narrative; nor could he regard
it as allowable, we should have supposed, to place any other source of
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intelligence in competition with one so superior to the ordinary
foundations of historical truth.

But Josephus had designed his work for the use of Gentile readers. He was
anxious to inspire them with respect for a faith hitherto despised. In order
to effect this, he deemed it necessary to modify certain parts of his
narrative, lest the naked facts might strengthen, rather than allay, the
prejudices which it was his object to overcome. Such, at least, is one of the
supposed reasons of those discrepancies which exist between the history
of Josephus and that of Scripture. That he was justified in even the
minutest departure from the plain statements of the Bible, few believers in
revelation would venture to assert. But he has had many apologist; and it
has been suggested that, in his time, there were other sacred books existing,
besides those received into the canon of Scripture, and which, though not
of equal authority, were not withstanding held in great reverence by the
Jewish people. It is also observed, that the Rabbinical traditions were
regarded, at this period, as of indisputable weight; and, still further, that it
is not known whether he took as his authority the original text of the
Hebrew Bible, or a version, or paraphrase

These suggestions are worthy of attention, but they do not completely
exonerate the historian from the charge of having either weakly yielded too
much to the desire of conciliating his readers, or made a bad estimate of the
value of the materials before him. It has been thought by some that he
might frequently write from mere memory. This could only be excused on
the supposition that he could not, at times, get access to the necessary
documents, a notion which seems plainly contradicted by the fact, that he
was the keeper of the sacred books, the possession of which must have
enabled him readily to correct any error admitted into the first impression
of his work.

It would be difficult, indeed, to advance an argument sufficiently strong to
clear him from the charge of not having given that constant attention to the
simple narrative of the Bible, which might have prevented those
discrepancies, and therefore errors, to be found in his Antiquities. But
while it must be acknowledged that his apologists have scarcely succeeded
in their plea, it is almost equally clear that he has been criticised by others
with to great strictness and asperity. “Baronius,” says Casaubon, “never
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omits any opportunity of abusing Josephus. But if all his errors, | do not
speak of those in which he departs from Scripture, and for which he
cannot be excused, were put together, they would scarcely amount to a
hundredth part of hose admitted by Eusebius alone, either into his
Chronicle, or other portions of his works.”[Fabricii Bibliotheca Graca, Art.
Jos.] Whatever construction, however, nay be put upon the fact, that the
uninspired writer is wanting in a close adherence to the Bible narrative,
there is this valuable lesson to be drawn from such discrepancies, Scripture
remains alone, in its separate and sublime authority. A part from, and
infinitely exalted above, all other sources of information, the very pride
and imperfections of those who would imitate or rival it, serve but the
more to prove its Divine excellence. But for the variations in Josephus, he
might imperceptibly have been set up as equal to writers chosen by God
to describe his ways and doings. The Antiquities would have become a
substitute for the Bible; and some men would probably have rejoiced to
exchange the plain and succinct account, the exquisite beauty of which is
only completely visible to spiritual understandings, for the classical and
brightly-coloured style of the mere historian. It is, perhaps, in the simple
circumstance, that he aimed only at being an historian, that he sought to
mitate models framed in a spirit, and fitted for materials, wholly different
to those peculiar to his subject, that we may most readily find the cause of
the errors with which his work may be fairly charged. He paraphrased and
adorned the general statement of facts, not with the desire of falsifying,
but by yielding to his literary tastes, and to those of the people for whom
he wrote. The temptation under which a writer labours, when detailing
sublime and mysterious occurrences, and which, though convinced of their
truth himself, he trembles lest others may doubt is of no ordinary kind. He
fears lest the mode of his relating the facts should be wanting in
earnestness and dignity. They have appeared to him bright and noble
under the shining light of his own imagination; and he easily yields to the
flattering suggestion, that by its use he may make the record, in this its
somewhat modified structure, more acceptable than it was likely to be in
its simpler form.

So far was Josephus from being regarded by ancient Christian writers as a
wilful offender against the veracity of history, that he is commonly
honoured in their treatises with the name of Philalethes, or, the lover of
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truth. [Fabricii Bibliotheca Graeca, Art. Jos. Eusebius, the ecclesiastical
historian, speaks of him as worthy of all credit, lib. iii. C. 9. Sozomen
names him as equally celebrated among the Romans and the Jews Hist.
Eccles. Lib. i. c. I. And Evagrius speaks of his history as copious, and
highly valuable, lib. v. c. 24] That he was not ignorant of the importance of
fidelity, as the first characteristic of a good historian, is evident from his
own remarks. Speaking, in his life, of one who had violated the truth, he
says, “l have a mind to say a few things to Justus, who hath himself
written a history concerning these affairs; as also to others who profess to
write history, but have little regard to truth, and are not afraid, either out
of ill-will or good-will to some persons, to relate falsehoods. These men do
like those who compose forged deeds and conveyances, and because they
are not brought to the like punishment with them, care not for the truth.”
At the conclusion of the eleventh chapter of the tenth book of the
Antiquities, he says, “Now as to myself, | have so described these matters
as | have found them and read them. But if any one is inclined to another
opinion about them, let him enjoy his different sentiments without any
blame from me.” But the personal character of a writer must not be
passed over in the estimate taken of the honesty of his narrative. In this
respect Josephus may claim honourable attention. The predominant
sentiment of his writings is veneration for God and his providence, nor
does he omit any opportunity of showing the value of integrity, or the
supreme beauty of holiness. His faults may, therefore, fairly be ascribed to
somewhat of timidity on the one side, and of literary vanity on the other.
Most of the errors with which he has been charged are clearly referable to
these sources. Of the others, which cannot be so accounted for, there are
some that appear to have originated in the different opinions which
prevailed among the Jews of his time, and threw no small obscurity over
portions of the Scripture narrative; while the remainder, whether
omissions or statements plainly opposed to the inspired history, must be
left without conjecture, and are better disposed of by the acknowledgment
that such discrepancies cannot be accounted for, unless by suppositions
which involve us in new difficulties.

It is somewhat curious that the two severest critics of Josephus should be
the Romanist historian Baronius, and the sceptic Bayle; the one little
attentive to the rules of historical evidence, and readily admitting into his
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work whatever the flood of common tradition cast up; the other anxious
only to discover differences in the language of those who acknowledged
the divinity of revelation, that he might, by attacking them separately,
destroy the treasure equally dear to both. The latter, in a pretended fit of
zeal, observes, “I have been long indignant against Josephus, and those
who spare him on this subject. A man who made open profession of
Judaism, the law of which was founded on the divinity of Scripture, dares
to recount things otherwise than he read of them in the book of Genesis.
He changes, he adds, he suppresses circumstances; in a work, he puts
himself in opposition to Moses in such a manner that one of them must be
a false historian.” This statement involves a gross injustice, and is as
illogical as it is unjust. Two writers may assuredly disagree in some

points, without exposing themselves to the sweeping charge of falsehood
as their general character. If disagreement in a few instances should oblige
us to consider, that of the writers so differing only one can be worthy of
credit, and that, consequently, the rest ought to be regarded as undeserving
of any attention, the number of historical references would soon be
diminished to such a degree, that the nest step would be the annihilation of
history altogether. The fact is, that wherever human inquiry begins, human
error will be introduced, in greater or less proportions. There will,
accordingly, be discrepancies in the statement of witnesses; but, except in
the points where they precisely differ, they may be in such general
harmony, that each may strengthen the cause of each, and neither the one
nor the other notwithstanding their occasional contradictions, merit the
charge of injustice or dishonesty. A very slight comparison of the most
esteemed historians will afford ample illustrations of this fact. The
experience gathered in the collection of evidence of any kind tends to the
same purpose, and plainly shows that several witnesses to a narrative may
differ in many minor points, yet be highly deserving of credit as to the
main and more important facts.

Such are the two great historical works of Josephus. They are followed by
his celebrated treatise on the Antiquities of the Jews, a production not less
admired than his former volumes for elegance of style and copiousness of
learning. [Eusebius speaks of this work as worthy of great esteem, and as
containing answers to the calumnies of Apion, the grammarian, and others
who had endeavoured to cast doubts upon the origin of the Jews. Eccles.
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Hist. lib. iii. c. 9.] Jerome speaks of it with astonishment, and declares
himself unable to tell how a Jew, confined as the learned of his nation were
to the study of their own books, should have become so extensively
acquainted with Grecian literature. The object of the work was to defend
the Jews against the scorn of Gentile Philosophers and infidels. Apion,
and others, had attempted to throw ridicule on their high pretensions to
antiquity. Their history, it was said, occupied no place in the records of
those great writers to whom the world looked for information. It was
almost unknown: while that of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, Greeks, and
others, filled the volumes of authors read and admired in every corner of
the earth. Josephus produced facts, as well as arguments, in confutation of
this species of attack. The nations, he contended, to whose writers the
appeal had been made against his own, were indebted for all their learning
to those more ancient countries with which the Jews had early intercourse.
They were known, moreover, to have been singularly inattentive to the
careful chronicling of events. This is abundantly proved by the contrary,
in regard to the Jews, there were but twenty-two books acknowledged by
the nation, and these had the seal of remote antiquity, and the authority of
works written by men in high public offices, and endowed with the richest
gifts of Divine wisdom. The whole argument is worked out in a masterly
and lucid style; nor could even the modern reader find a more powerful
statement in favour of the authenticity of the ancient Scriptures, or of the
great truths of Jewish history.

In the second part of the treatise, the writer enters upon the task of
answering those more general accusations against the Jews, which
contributed so greatly to render them objects of hatred among the proud
and ignorant Gentiles. Their laws and customs, the ordinary conduct of
their affairs, the most conspicuous features of their personal character, had
all afforded topics of insulting comment. Josephus answers his assailants
with a keen and comprehensive view of the odious follies of which they
were themselves guilty, and then shows that the customs which had
provoked their scorn rested upon principles which merited the most
profound respect.

The writings of which we have given this brief account must have
exercised, in ancient times, no slight degree of influence on the minds of
inquiring men. This is sufficiently evidenced by the high position which
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their author continued to hold, for many years, in the court of the most
accomplished of Roman emperors. [He was, says Sozomen, as highly
honoured, by the Romans as the Jews. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. i.] The style
again in which he writes shows not only his confidence in the importance
of the subjects handled, but his expectation of the most profitable results
from his labours. Rome, at the period when he wrote, was filled with men
deeply engaged in religious speculation. The spirit of the ancient times,
when war only furnished employment for active minds, was rapidly
departing, or submitting itself to the influence of a change destined to
present every principle of society under a new form. Superstition and
philosophy had joined hands. Hosts of theories, of creeds, and rites, from
the farthest corners of the earth, had begun to establish themselves in the
midst of cities and provinces celebrated for their refinement. It was no
longer beneath the dignity of the sternest man to inquire, if not openly, yet
secretly, into the pretensions of these novel systems, and to try whether
they might not present some hitherto neglected means of warding off
approaching ills.

In such a state of the public mind, the common rumours afloat respecting
the religion of the Jews could scarcely fail to attract attention. However
despised the people, and despised especially they were at this period, so
ancient a faith, and one the fundamental doctrine of which was in
accordance with the most approved philosophers, must still have claimed
at least a share of the awakened curiosity. But as yet no work existed from
which information might be gained as to the real origin and institutions of
this remarkable nation. The notions commonly entertained respecting them
were derived from sources utterly undeserving of credit. Some portions of
the Scriptures had been brought before the notice of a few diligent
students; but they were altogether a sealed volume to the great mass of
those who might notwithstanding, have a very sincere desire to become
acquainted with Jewish antiquities. There were, moreover, floating
traditions which had no small weight with the mass of the people, and the
origin of which could easily be traced to Palestine, and the mysterious
oracles of its inhabitants. This would furnish still stronger motives for
inquiry into their real doctrines and history. That a mighty Deliverer, a
lofty Renovator of the human race, was to arise out of the East, had long
been a well-known report among heathen nations. The boastful claims of
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the Jews, whose devotion and patriotism would never allow them to keep
silence on this point; the increasing importance of the Christians, speaking
a similar language, and referring their own hopes and triumphs to a Leader
sprung from this race; would yet further increase the curiosity of mankind
respecting the Jews, and render the want of some work of authority every
day more perceptibly understood.

Josephus had thus an open field for literary exertion. There was scarcely a
subject in that age better calculated to excite attention, or reward the writer
for his labour. It is not, therefore, as an obscure author, known only to his
own people, and owing his limited success to the accidental interest taken
in his work by Christians, that Josephus is to be viewed; but as a writer
highly esteemed and popular in his age through a vast portion of the
civilized world, and most probably, therefore, exercising considerable
influence on religious opinion. It is almost impossible for us in these days
to estimate the value or assign the rank of such a writer in times and
countries like those in which he lived. Our Bibles make us intimate from
childhood with the sublimest passages of ancient lore, with the most
wonderful manifestations of Divine power and grace. We become familiar
with the possession of this wealth, and can scarcely persuade ourselves to
think of periods when the smallest portion of such spiritual treasures
would have been viewed as a benefaction of marvellous worth. The
information supplied by Josephus is now, as far as his Antiquities are
concerned, already given to the most unlearned from the first and purest
source of sacred erudition; but when no such means of instruction were
open, and men had been left for ages in the dark perplexities of heathen
fable, the publication of a work like his on the origin of the only religious
system that could secure the admiration of thoughtful Men, must have
tended materially to stimulate, while it in part satisfied, the new desire of
intelligence.

The tone in which such of the early Christian writers as speak of Josephus
allude to his works, afford fair reason to conjecture that their circulation
had been found useful to the general cause of religion. It must indeed have
been difficult for a Gentile reader, of an active and honest mind, to have
studied his pages, and not felt disposed to inquire for the sequel of the
history. The Jew had his fatal prejudices to combat, his present, literal,
earthly patriotism, pointing to the soil where his beloved city lately stood,
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and bounding even the farthest future with visions of its recovered glory.
The Gentile, on the other hand, as he read Josephus, was free to inquire,
whether the sublime plans of Jehovah might not contemplate an end
commensurate with the happiness of universal man. His ignorance of
conventional interpretations was an advantage to him; and learning from
the uninspired historian the simple facts connected with the mightiest
dispensations of Providence, he had new motives for searching the original
records, and for employing his best efforts in securing to himself a name
among the people of God.

But the writings of Josephus have not lost their use, notwithstanding the
vast advantages now enjoyed in the general circulation of the Bible. They
may still be read with profit by the careful inquirer. Little need be said
respecting that portion which refers to the period subsequent to the
destruction of Jerusalem. In regard to this, it is evidently of great
importance to possess the account given by a contemporary and credible
witness. The knowledge of what took place in an age succeeding that in the
events of which we are more particularly interested, is often powerfully
illustrative of the earlier epoch. Thus what Josephus tells us in the
narrative of the Wars throws no small degree of light upon the character of
his countrymen, not only of the period when he wrote, but of that also
when every mode of thought, every custom and passion, derived
unspeakable importance from its connexions, near or remote, with the
awful complication of influences that brought the Redeemer to the cross.
The mind of the people is exhibited in many parts of the history with a
terrible distinctness of delineation. Its most striking features at that time
were evidently not impressed by any sudden convulsion. The lines which
an age of suffering and remorse had more deeply furrowed had been traced
long before by struggles of heart and spirit, by pride and fear, by
mysterious hopes and apprehensions, the fruit of those inwardly
understood warnings which, finally despised, left them to unutterable
misery.

The account which Josephus gives of the Jewish wars has, therefore, a
manifest use beyond that of merely satisfying our curiosity as to facts. It
opens the path to inquiries closely connected with the history of our
religion, and brings to light many of the secret causes which operated most
powerfully to the degradation and ruin of God’s ancient people.
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Nor has time diminished the interest attached to other parts of this
author’s writings. “The Antiquities,” though of little value as history,
when compared with the authoritative accounts of Scripture, is a work
eminently calculated to assist an inquiring mind in the general investigation
of ancient mysteries. Traditional evidence, traditional interpretations, and
the new facts which may be supplied from the full storehouses of national
memory, will never be despised by those who know how often an obscure
point is cleared up when it is discovered what were the ruling sentiments
of the period when the narrative was written. While, therefore, it is utterly
subversive of the authority of the Bible to place tradition upon the same
level, nor less inconsistent with sound reason to modify plain declarations,
clearly stated doctrines, according to the uncertain temper of human
wisdom, it is surely unwise to reject those helps for the confirmation or
illustration of sacred history which are known to be profitably used in the
study of records of every other species. Hence the value of Josephus. He
was intimately acquainted with whatever had been taught by the learned of
his nation. He had been familiarized in childhood to its superstitions. The
spirit of popular Judaism was the chief instructor of his later years; and as
a man of education, he knew well through what revolutions and by what
various trials his countrymen had been proved, instructed, and warned of
God. Though from his pages, therefore, it is not often that we can add to
our stock of positive knowledge, we may in many cases trace by their help
the progress of error, discover its origin, and estimate the relative force of
those deplorable corruptions whereby it became at last so indissolubly
bound up with the national constitution.

However cautiously, moreover, we receive information from sources not
of the highest authority, where our doing so may modify our notions in
respect to the surer communications, it would be unreasonable to reject the
knowledge which, not coming within the intention of a divine witness to
render, may have been fairly the subject of interest to a human observer. It
is evident that there must have been numberless very curious
circumstances perpetually occurring in the period alluded to, but which
were not essential to the completeness of that succinct narrative of God’s
proceedings which the Bible gives. From these the uninspired historian
might readily gather an abundant store of remarkable incidents, and such as
would confer no slight value on his work in those distant ages when it
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would be impossible to recover, through other means, any fragment of the
past.

We cannot now tell whether Josephus employed to the best purpose the
advantages which his position afforded. It is fair to presume that his good
sense and ability led him to such an examination of evidence as prevented
the introduction of any thing into his narrative which had not the best
support that tradition could bestow. If in any case, therefore, we can
consult an ancient historian with respect and confidence, Josephus will be
read as a valuable guide to a most important branch of knowledge.
Separating him from the inspired writers by that impassable barrier which
a true reverence for Scripture will infallibly create, we may yet refresh
ourselves with his vivid descriptions, his often eloquent harangues, and his
not unfrequent detail of affecting incidents, which almost make us feel and
hear the strong pulsations of Israel’s proud and breaking heart.

The Memoir of this eminent writer, as given by himself, leaves us nothing
to desire in respect to his biography, but some authentic account of his
latter days. There is only a very vague tradition that he died in the reign of
Domitian, and shared the fate of his beloved friend and patron
Epaphroditus. But of Epaphroditus himself too little is known to give any
certainty to this report. It is possible, therefore, that Josephus was
allowed to spend the close of his life in some safe retreat, and in the
enjoyment of that ample provision for his wants supplied him by the
liberality of his earlier patrons.

Josephus, we have already seen, was esteemed in the first ages of
Christianity as an author deserving a high degree of respect for research
and integrity. Pious and learned men of later ages have continued to view
him in the same light. The care bestowed upon numerous editions of his
works in the original Greek proves that they have been deemed worthy of
the attention of the most erudite of modern scholars. Some passages in his
writings have engaged the attention of several acute critics, especially that
in which he distinctly refers to the actions and character of Jesus Christ.
The controversy thence excited is one of more than ordinary interest, but,
like many others of a similar character, it is so intimately connected with
questions of history and opinion, that few persons are competent to form
a judgment of the relative worth of the arguments employed.



18

The works of Josephus were early translated into English. Thomas Lodge,
who combined in himself the several characters of poet and physician, was
the firs who attempted the task. His version was published about the year
1602, and another in the year 1609 and 1620. He died of the plague in
1625, and appears to have enjoyed among his contemporaries some
reputation both for talent and learning. His translation, however, did not, it
appears, satisfy the next generation, as at the beginning of the following
century Sir Roger L’Estrange, a name better known by it connexion with
that of Seneca, published a new translation, which obtained sufficient
favour to secure the circulation of five editions in less than forty years.
The first of these was published at Oxford in 1700, and the second at
London in 1702. The last edition of this version appeared in 1733; but was
followed in the space of four years by the first edition of Whiston’s
translation, a work which speedily set aside the former versions, and
obtained for its author not only the approbation of mere general readers,
but the praise of the learned as well on the continent as in England.

That this translation is free from errors, or the best which could be made,
few competent judges will venture to affirm. But it would be an equal
violation of fair criticism to deny that it has great merits, or that it is equal,
on the whole, to any of the translations from ancient authors which are
most popular among us. It has been well observed by an elegant and acute
scholar, that, whatever maybe the faults of Whiston, he has in most cases
caught the tone and feeling of his author, and that the want of this merit
would be but badly atoned for by a much superior degree of grace and
smoothness.

Readily allowing, however, that an improvement might be made in some
parts of Whiston’s translation, he richly deserves the gratitude of the
English reader for having put him in possession of an author so valuable as
Josephus, and with so little loss as to the more important objects of such a
writer. Though his version Josephus has been made familiar to tens of
thousands, who would otherwise have remained ignorant of some of the
most awful and edifying portions of Jewish history. The fulfilment of our
Lord’s prophecy respecting Jerusalem, and of earlier predictions setting
forth the lamentable events which would attend the final apostacy of
Israel, is portrayed in the pages of Josephus with terrible exactness. We
may, perhaps, without presumption ascribe the existence of his works to
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Divine Providence; for there are few persons who have read his narrative
that have not felt themselves more deeply impressed than ever with the
solemn truths of Scripture, and the tremendous certainty of the Divine
judgments.
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THE LIFE

OF

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

1. THE family from which I am derived is not an ignoble one, but hath
descended all along from the priests; and as nobility among several people
is of a different origin, so with us to be of the sacerdotal dignity, is an
indication of the splendor of a family. Now, | am not only sprung from a
sacerdotal family in general, but from the first of the twenty-four
courses; and as among us there is not only a considerable difference
between one family of each course and another, | am of the chief family of
that first course also; nay, further, by my mother | am of the royal blood,;
for the children of Asamoneus, from whom that family was derived, had
both the office of the high priesthood, and the dignity of a king, for a long
time together. 1 will accordingly set down my progenitors in order. My
grandfather’s father was named Simon, with the addition of Psellus: he
lived at the same time with that son of Simon the high priest, who first of
all the high priests was named Hyrcanus. This Simon Psellus had nine
sons, one of whom was Matthias, called Ephlias: he married the daughter
of Jonathan the high priest, which Jonathan was the first of the sons of
Asamoneus, who was high priest, and was the brother of Simon the high
priest also. This Matthias had a son called Matthias Curtus, and that in
the first year of the government of Hyrcanus: his son’s name was Joseph,
born in the ninth year of the reign of Alexandra: his son Matthias was born
in the tenth year of the reign of Archclaus; as was | born to Matthias in
the first year of the reign of Caius Caesar. | have three sons: Hyrcanus, the
eldest, was born in the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian, as was Justus
born in the seventh, and Agrippa in the ninth. Thus have | set down the
genealog of my family as | have found it described ™ in the public records,
and so bid adieu to those who calumniate me [as of a lower original].

2. Now, my father Matthias was not only eminent on account of is
nobility, but had a higher commendation on account of his righteousness,
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and was in great reputation in Jerusalem, the greatest city we have. | was
myself brought up with my brother, whose name was Matthias, for he
was my own brother, by both father and mother; and | made mighty
proficiency in the improvements of my learning, and appeared to have
both a great memory and understanding. Moreover, when | was a child,
and about fourteen years of age, | was commended by all for the love | had
to learning; on which account the high priests and principal men of the city
came then frequently to me together, in order to know my opinion about
the accurate understanding of points of the law. And when | was about
sixteen years old, | had a mind to make trim of the several sects that were
among us. These sects are three: — The first is that of the Pharisees, the
second that Sadducees, and the third that of the Essens, as we have
frequently told you; for | thought that by this means | might choose the
best, if | were once acquainted with them all; so | contented myself with
hard fare, and underwent great difficulties, and went through them all. Nor
did I content myself with these trials only; but when I was informed that
one, whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, and used no other
clothing than grew upon trees, and had no other food than what grew of its
own accord, and bathed himself in cold water frequently, both by night
and by day, in order to preserve his chastity, | imitated him in those
things, and continued with him three years. ® So when | had
accomplished my desires, | returned back to the city, being now nineteen
years old, and began to conduct myself according to the rules of the sect of
the Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the Greeks call
them.

3. But when I was in the twenty-sixth year of my age, it happened that |
took a voyage to Rome, and this on the occasion which I shall now
describe. At the time when Felix was procurator of Judea there were
certain priests of my acquaintance, and very excellent persons they were,
whom on a small and trifling occasion he had put into bonds, and sent to
Rome to plead their cause before Caesar. These | was desirous to procure
deliverance for, and that especially because | was informed that they were
not unmindful of piety towards God, even under their afflictions, but
supported themselves with figs and nuts. * Accordingly | came to Rome,
though it were through a great number of hazards by sea; for as our ship
was drowned in the Adriatic Sea, we that were in it, being about six
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hundred in number, ™ swam for our lives all the night; when, upon the
first appearance of the day, and upon our sight of a ship of Cyrene, | and
some others, eighty in all, by God’s providence, prevented the rest, and
were taken up into the other ship. And when | had thus escaped, and was
come to Dieearchia, which the Italians call Puteoli, I became acquainted
with Aliturius, an actor of plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a Jew by
birth; and through his interest became known to Poppea, Caesar’s wife,
and took care, as soon as possible, to entreat her to procure that the
priests might be set at liberty. And when, besides this favor, | had
obtained many presents from Poppea, | returned home again.

4. And now | perceived innovations were already begun, and that there
were a great many very much elevated in hopes of a revolt from the
Romans. | therefore endeavored to put a stop to these tumultuous
persons, and persuaded them to change their minds; and laid before their
eyes against whom it was that they were going to fight, and told them that
they were inferior to the Romans not only in martial skill, but also in good
fortune; and desired them not rashly, and after the most foolish manner, to
bring on the dangers of the most terrible mischiefs upon their country,
upon their families, and upon themselves. And this | said with vehement
exhortation, because | foresaw that the end of such a war would be most
unfortunate to us. But I could not persuade them; for the madness of
desperate men was quite too hard for me.

5. I was then afraid, lest, by inculcating these things so often, | should
incur their hatred and their suspicions, as if | were of our enemies’ party,
and should run into the danger of being seized by them, and slain; since
they were already possessed of Antonia, which was the citadel; so |
retired into the inner court of the temple. Yet did | go out of the temple
again, after Manahem and the principal of the band of robbers were put to
death, when | abode among the high priests and the chief of the Pharisees.
But no small fear seized upon us when we saw the people in arms, while
we ourselves knew not what we should do, and were not able to restrain
the seditious. However, as the danger was directly upon us, we pretended
that we were of the same opinion with them, but only advised them to be
quiet for the present, and to let the enemy go away, still hoping that
Gessius [Florus] would not be long ere he came, and that with great forces,
and so put an end to these seditious proceedings.
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6. But, upon his coming and fighting, he was beaten, and a great many of
those that were with him fell. And this disgrace which Gessius [with
Cestius] received, became the calamity of our whole nation; for those that
were fond of the war were so far elevated with this success, that they had
hopes of finally conquering the Romans. Of which war another occasion
was ministered; which was this: — Those that dwelt in the neighboring
cities of Syria seized upon such Jews as dwelt among them, with their
wives and children, and slew them, when they had not the least occasion
of complaint against them; for they did neither attempt any innovation or
revolt from the Romans, nor had they given any marks of hatred or
treacherous designs towards the Syrians. But what was done by the
inhabitants of Scythopolis was the most impious and most highly criminal
of all; ™ for when the Jews their enemies came upon them from without,
they forced the Jews that were among them to bear arms against their own
countrymen, which it is unlawful for us to do; " and when, by their
assistance, they had joined battle with those who attacked them, and had
beaten them, after that victory they forgot the assurances they had given
these their fellow citizens and confederates, and slew them all, being in
number many ten thousands [13,000]. The like miseries were undergone
by those Jews that were the inhabitants of Damascus. But we have given a
more accurate account of these things in the books of the Jewish war. |
only mention them now, because | would demonstrate to my readers, that
the Jews’” war with the Romans was not voluntary, but that, for the main,
they were forced by necessity to enter into it.

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as we have said already, the principal
men of Jerusalem, seeing that the robbers and innovators had arms in great
plenty, and fearing lest they, while they were unprovided of arms, should
be in subjection to their enemies, which also came to be the case afterward;
and, being informed that all Galilee had not yet revolted from the Romans,
but that some part of it was still quiet; they sent me and two others of the
priests, who were men of excellent characters, Joazar and Judas, in order
to persuade the ill men there to lay down their arms, and to teach them
this lesson, — That it were better to have those arms reserved for the
most courageous men that the nation had [than to be kept there]; for that it
had been resolved, That those our best men should always have their arms
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ready against futurity; but still so, that they should wait to see what the
Romans would do.

8. When | had therefore received these instructions, | came into Galilee,
and found the people of Sepphoris in no small agony about their country,
by reason that the Galileans had resolved to plunder it, on account of the
friendship they had with the Romans, and because they had given their
right hand, and made a league with Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria.
But I delivered them all out of the fear they were in, and persuaded the
multitude to deal kindly with them, and permitted them to send to those
that were their own hostages with Gessius to Dora, which is a city of
Phoenicia, as often as they pleased; though I still found the inhabitants of
Tiberias ready to take arms, and that on the occasion following: —

9. There were three factions in this city. The first was composed of men
of worth and gravity; of these Julius Capellus was the head. Now he, as
well as all his companions, Herod the son of Miarus, and Herod the son of
Gamalus, and Compsus the son of Compsus; (for as to Compsus’s
brother Crispus, who had once been governor of the city under the great
king [Agrippa] *® he was beyond Jordan in his own possessions;) all these
persons before named gave their advice, that the city should then continue
in their allegiance to the Romans and to the king. But Pistus, who was
guided by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in that resolution; otherwise he
was himself naturally of a good and virtuous character. But the second
faction was composed of the most ignoble persons, and was determined
for war. But as for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the head of the third
faction, although he pretended to be doubtful about going to war, yet was
he really desirous of innovation, as supposing that he should gain power
to himself by the change of affairs. He therefore came into the midst of
them, and endeavored to inform the multitude that “the city Tiberius had
ever been a city of Galilee, and that in the days of Herod the tetrarch, who
had built it, it had obtained the principal place, and that he had ordered
that the city Sepphoris should be subordinate to the city Tiberias; that
they had not lost this preeminence even under Agrippa the father, but had
retained it until Felix was procurator of Judea. But he told them, that now
they had been so unfortunate as to be made a present by Nero to Agrippa,
junior; and that, upon Sepphoris’s submission of itself to the Romans,
that was become the capital city of Galilee, and that the royal library and
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the archives were now removed from them.” When he had spoken these
things, and a great many more, against king Agrippa, in order to provoke
the people to a revolt, he added that “this was the time for them to take
arms, and join with the Galileans as their confederates (whom they might
command, and who would now willingly assist them, out of the hatred
they bare to the people of Sepphoris; because they preserved their fidelity
to the Romans), and to gather a great number of forces, in order to punish
them.” And as he said this, he exhorted the multitude, [to go to war;] for
his abilities lay in making harangues to the people, and in being too hard in
his speeches for such as opposed him, though they advised what was
more to their advantage, and this by his craftiness and his fallacies, for he
was not unskilful in the learning of the Greeks; and in dependence on that
skill it was, that he undertook to write a history of these affairs, as aiming,
by this way of haranguing, to disguise the truth. But as to this man, and
how ill were his character and conduct of life, and how he and his brother
were, in great measure, the authors of our destruction, I shall give the
reader an account in the progress of my narration. So when Justus had, by
his persuasions, prevailed with the citizens of Tiberias to take arms, nay,
and had forced a great many so to do against their wills, he went out, and
set the villages that belonged to Gadara and Hippos on fire; which villages
were situated on the borders of Tiberias, and of the region of Scythopolis.

10. And this was the state Tiberias was now in. But as for Gischala, its
affairs were thus: — When John, the son of Levi, saw some of the citizens
much elevated upon their revolt from the Romans, he labored to restrain
them, and entreated them that they would keep their allegiance to them.
But he could not gain his purpose, although he did his endeavors to the
utmost; for the neighboring people of Gadara, Gabara, and Sogana, wth the
Tyrians, got together a great army, and fell upon Gischala, and took
Gischala by force, and set it on fire; and when they had entirely
demolished it, they returned home. Upon which John was so enraged, that
he armed all his men, and joined battle with the people forementioned; and
rebuilt Gischala after a manner better than before, and fortified it with
walls for its future security.

11. But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to the Romans, for the reason
following: — Philip, the son of Jacimus, who was their governor under
king Agrippa, had been unexpectedly preserved when the royal palace at
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Jerusalem had been besieged; but, as he fled away, had fallen into another
danger, and that was, of being killed by Manahem, and the robbers that
were with him; but certain Babylonians, who were of his kindred, and
were then in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers from executing their design.
So Philip staid there four days, and fled away on the fifth, having
disguised himself with fictitious hair, that he might not be discovered; and
when he was come to one of the villages to him belonging, but one that
was situated at the borders of the citadel of Gamala, he sent to some of
those that were under him, and commanded them to come to him. But God
himself hindered that his intention, and this for his own advantage also; for
had it not so happened, he had certainly perished. For a fever having
seized upon him immediately, he wrote to Agrippa and Bernice, and gave
them to one of his freed-men to carry them to Varus, who at this time was
procurator of the kingdom, which the king and his sister had intrusted him
withal, while they were gone to Berytus with an intention of meeting
Gessius. When Varus had received these letters of Philip, and had learned
that he was preserved, he was very uneasy at it, as supposing that he
should appear useless to the king and his sister, now Philip was come. He
therefore produced the carrier of the letters before the multitude, and
accused him of forging the same; and said that he spake falsely when he
related that Philip was at Jerusalem, fighting among the Jews against the
Romans. So he slew him. And when this freed-man of Philip did not return
again, Philip was doubtful what should be the occasion of his stay, and
sent a second messenger with letters, that he might, upon his return,
inform him what had befallen the other that had been sent before, and why
he tarried so long. Varus accused this messenger also, when he came, of
telling a falsehood, and slew him. For he was puffed up by the Syrians
that were at Caesarea, and had great expectations; for they said that
Agrippa would be slain by the Romans for the crimes which the Jews had
committed, and that he should himself take the government, as derived
from their kings; for VVarus was, by the confession of all, of the royal
family, as being a descendant of Sohemus, who had enjoyed a tetrarchy
about Libanus; for which reason it was that he was puffed up, and kept
the letters to himself. He contrived, also, that the king should not meet
with those writings, by guarding all the passes, lest any one should escape,
and inform the king what had been done. He moreover slew many of the
Jews, in order to gratify the Syrians of Cesarea. He had a mind also to join
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with the Trachonites in Batanea, and to take up arms and make an assault
upon the Babylonian Jews that were at Ecbatana; for that was the name
they went by. He therefore called to him twelve of the Jews of Cesarea, of
the best character, and ordered them to go to Ecbatana, and inform their
countrymen who dwelt there, That Varus hath heard that “you intend to
march against the king; but, not believing that report, he hath sent us to
persuade you to lay down your arms, and that this compliance will be a
sign that he did well not to give credit to those that raised the report
concerning you.” He also enjoined them to send seventy of their principal
men to make a defense for them as to the accusation laid against them. So
when the twelve messengers came to their countrymen at Ecbatana, and
found that they had no designs of innovation at all, they persuaded them
to send the seventy men also; who, not at all suspecting what would come,
sent them accordingly. So these seventy ™ went down to Caesarea,
together with the twelve ambassadors; where Varus met them with the
king’s forces, and slew them all, together with the [twelve] ambassadors,
and made an expedition against the Jews of Ecbatana. But one there was of
the seventy who escaped, and made haste to inform the Jews of their
coming; upon which they took their arms, with their wives and children,
and retired to the citadel at Gamala, leaving their own villages full of all
sorts of good things, and having many ten thousands of cattle therein.
When Philip was informed of these things, he also came to the citadel of
Gamala; and when he was come, the multitude cried aloud, and desired him
to resume the government, and to make an expedition against Varus, and
the Syrians of Cesarea; for it was reported that they had slain the king.
But Philip restrained their zeal, and put them in mind of the benefits the
king had bestowed upon them; and told them how powerful the Romans
were, and said it was not for their advantage to make war with them; and
at length he prevailed with them. But now, when the king was acquainted
with Varus’s design, which was to cut off the Jews of Caesarea, being
many ten thousands, with their wives and children, and all in one day, he
called to him Equiculus Modius, and sent him to be Varus’s successor, as
we have elsewhere related. But still Philip kept possession of the citadel
of Gamala, and of the country adjoining to it, which thereby continued in
their allegiance to the Romans.
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12. Now, as soon as | was come into Galilee, and had learned this state of
things by the information of such as told me of them, | wrote to the
sanhedrim at Jerusalem about them, and required their direction what |
should do. Their direction was, that | should continue there, and that, if
my fellow legates were willing, | should join with them in the care of
Galilee. But those my fellow legates, having gotten great riches from those
tithes which as priests were their dues, and were given to them,
determined to return to their own country. Yet when I desired them to
stay so long, that we might first settle the public affairs, they complied
with me. So | removed, together with them, from the city of Sepphoris,
and came to a certain village called Bethmaus, four furlongs distant from
Tiberius; and thence | sent messengers to the senate of Tiberius, and
desired that the principal men of the city would come to me: and when
they were come, Justus himself being also with them, | told them that |
was sent to them by the people of Jerusalem as a legate, together with
these other priests, in order to persuade them to demolish that house
which Herod the tetrarch had built there, and which had the figures of
living creatures in it, although our laws have forbidden us to make any
such figures; and | desired that they would give us leave so to do
immediately. But for a good while Capellus and the principal men
belonging to the city would not give us leave, but were at length entirely
overcome by us, and were induced to be of our opinion. So Jesus the son
of Sapphias, one of those whom we have already mentioned as the leader
of a seditious tumult of mariners and poor people, prevented us, and took
with him certain Galileans, and set the entire palace on fire, and thought he
should get a great deal of money thereby, because he saw some of the
roofs gilt with gold. They also plundered a great deal of the furniture,
which was done without our approbation; for after we had discoursed
with Capellus and the principal men of the city, we departed from
Bethmaus, and went into the Upper Galilee. But Jesus and his party slew
all the Greeks that were inhabitants of Tiberias, and as many others as
were their enemies before the war began.

13. When | understood this state of things, | was greatly provoked, and
went down to Tiberias, and took all the care I could of the royal furniture,
to recover all that could be recovered from such as had plundered it. They
consisted of candlesticks made of Corinthian brass, and of royal tables,
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and of a great quantity of uncoined silver; and | resolved to preserve
whatsoever came to my hand for the king. So | sent for ten of the principal
men of the senate, and for Capellus the son of Antyllus, and committed
the furniture to them, with this charge, That they should part with it to
nobody else but to myself. From thence | and my fellow legates went to
Gichala, to John, as desirous to know his intentions, and soon saw that he
was for innovations, and had a mind to the principality; for he desired me
to give him authority to carry off that corn which belonged to Caesar, and
lay in the villages of Upper Galilee; and he pretended that he would
expend what it came to in building the walls of his own city. But when 1
perceived what he endeavored at, and what he had in his mind, | said |
would not permit him so to do; for that | thought either to keep it for the
Romans or for myself, now | was intrusted with the public affairs there by
the people of Jerusalem. But, when he was not able to prevail with me, he
betook himself to my fellow legates; for they had no sagacity in providing
for futurity, and were very ready to take bribes. So he corrupted them
with money to decree, That all that corn which was within his province
should be delivered to him; while I, who was but one, was outvoted by
two, and held my tongue. Then did John introduce another cunning
contrivance of his; for he said that those Jews who inhabited Cesarea
Philippi, and were shut up by the order of the king’s deputy there, had
sent to him to desire him, that, since they had no oil that was pure for
their use, he would provide a sufficient quantity of such oil for them, lest
they should be forced to make use of oil that came from the Greeks, and
thereby transgress their own laws. Now this was said by John, not out of
his regard to religion, but out of his most flagrant desire of gain; for he
knew that two sextaries were sold with them of Caesarea for one drachma,
but that at Gischala fourscore sextaxies were sold for four sextaries. So he
gave order that all the oil which was there should be carried away, as
having my permission for so doing; which yet I did not grant him
voluntarily, but only out of fear of the multitude, since, if | had forbidden
him, I should have been stoned by them. When | had therefore permitted
this to be done by John, he gained vast sums of money by this his
knavery.

14. But when | had dismissed my fellow legates, and sent them back to
Jerusalem, | took care to have arms provided, and the cities fortified. And
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when | had sent for the most hardy among the robbers, | saw that it was
not in my power to take their arms from them; but I persuaded the
multitude to allow them money as pay, and told them it was better for
them to give them a little willingly, rather than to [be forced to] overlook
them when they plundered their goods from them. And when I had obliged
them to take an oath not to come into that country, unless they were
invited to come, or else when they had not their pay given them, |
dismissed them, and charged them neither to make an expedition against
the Romans, nor against those their neighbors that lay round about them;
for my first care was to keep Galilee in peace. So | was willing to have the
principal of the Galileans, in all seventy, as hostages for their fidelity, but
still under the notion of friendship. Accordingly, | made them my friends
and companions as | journeyed, and set them to judge causes; and with
their approbation it was that | gave my sentences, while | endeavored not
to mistake what justice required, and to keep my hands clear of all bribery
in those determinations.

15. I was now about the thirtieth year of my age; in which time of life it is
a hard thing for any one to escape the calumnies of the envious, although
he restrain himself from fulfilling any unlawful desires, especially where a
person is in great authority. Yet did I preserve every woman free from
injuries; and as to what presents were offered me, | despised them, as not
standing in need of them. Nor indeed would | take those tithes, which were
due to me as a priest, from those that brought them. Yet do I confess, that
| took part of the spoils of those Syrians which inhabited the cities that
adjoined to us, when I had conquered them, and that | sent them to my
kindred at Jerusalem; although, when | twice took Sepphoris by force, and
Tiberias four times, and Gadara once, and when | had subdued and taken
John, who often laid treacherous snares for me, | did not punish [with
death] either him or any of the people forenamed, as the progress of this
discourse will show. And on this account, | suppose, it was that God, ™°
who is never unacquainted with those that do as they ought to do,
delivered me still out of the hands of these my enemies, and afterwards
preserved me when | fell into those many dangers which I shall relate
hereafter.

16. Now the multitude of the Galileans had that great kindness for me, and
fidelity to me, that when their cities were taken by force, and their wives
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and children carried into slavery, they did not so deeply lament for their
own calamities, as they were solicitous for my preservation. But when
John saw this, he envied me, and wrote to me, desiring that | would give
him leave to come down, and make use of the hot-baths of Tiberias for the
recovery of the health of his body. Accordingly, I did not hinder him, as
having no suspicion of any wicked designs of his; and | wrote to those to
whom | had committed the administration of the affairs of Tiberius by
name, that they should provide a lodging for John, and for such as should
come with him, and should procure him what necessaries soever he should
stand in need of. Now at this time my abode was in a village of Galilee,
which is named Cans.

17. But when John was come to the city of Tiberias, he persuaded the men
to revolt from their fidelity to me, and to adhere to him; and many of them
gladly received that invitation of his, as ever fond of innovations, and by
nature disposed to changes, and delighting in seditions; but they were
chiefly Justus and his father Pistus, that were earnest for their revolt from
me, and their adherence to John. But | came upon them, and prevented
them; for a messenger had come to me from Silas, whom I had made
governor of Tiberias, as | have said already, and had told me of the
inclinations of the people of Tiberias, and advised me to make haste
thither; for that, if | made any delay, the city would come under another’s
jurisdiction. Upon the receipt of this letter of Silas, | took two hundred
men along with me, and traveled all night, having sent before a messenger
to let the people of Tiberias know that | was coming to them. When |
came near to the city, which was early in the morning, the multitude came
out to meet me; and John came with them, and saluted me, but in a most
disturbed manner, as being afraid that my coming was to call him to an
account for what | was now sensible he was doing. So he, in great haste,
went to his lodging. But when I was in the open place of the city, having
dismissed the guards | had about me, excepting one, and ten armed men
that were with him, | attempted to make a speech to the multitude of the
people of Tiberias: and, standing on a certain elevated place, | entreated
them not to be so hasty in their revolt; for that such a change in their
behavior would be to their reproach, and that they would then justly be
suspected by those that should be their governors hereafter, as if they
were not likely to be faithful to them neither.
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18. But before | had spoken all | designed, | heard one of my own
domestics bidding me come down, for that it was not a proper time to take
care of retaining the good-will of the people of Tiberias, but to provide for
my own safety, and escape my enemies there; for John had chosen the
most trusty of those armed men that were about him out of those
thousand that he had with him, and had given them orders when he sent
them, to kill me, having learned that | was alone, excepting some of my
domestics. So those that were sent came as they were ordered, and they
had executed what they came about, had | not leaped down from the
elevation | stood on, and with one of my guards, whose name was James,
been carried [out of the crowd] upon the back of one Herod of Tiberias,
and guided by him down to the lake, where | seized a ship, and got into it,
and escaped my enemies unexpectedly, and came to Tarichese.

19. Now, as soon as the inhabitants of that city understood the
perfidiousness of the people of Tiberias, they were greatly provoked at
them. So they snatched up their arms, and desired me to be their leader
against them; for they said they would avenge their commander’s cause
upon them. They also carried the report of what had been done to me to
all the Galileans, and eagerly endeavored to irritate them against the people
of Tiberias, and desired that vast numbers of them would get together, and
come to them, that they might act in concert with their commander, what
should be determined as fit to be done. Accordingly, the Galileans came to
me in great numbers, from all parts, with their weapons, and besought me
to assault Tiberias, to take it by force, and to demolish it, till it lay even
with the ground, and then to make slaves of its inhabitants, with their
wives and children. Those that were Josephus’s friends also, and had
escaped out of Tiberias, gave him the same advice. But | did not comply
with them, thinking it a terrible thing to begin a civil war among them; for |
thought that this contention ought not to proceed further than words; nay,
| told them that it was not for their own advantage to do what they would
have me to do, while the Romans expected no other than that we should
destroy one another by our mutual seditions. And by saying this, | put a
stop to the anger of the Galileans.

20. But now John was afraid for himself, since his treachery had proved
unsuccessful. So he took the armed men that were about him, and removed
from Tiberias to Gischala, and wrote to me to apologize for himself
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concerning What had been done, as if it had been done without his
approbation, and desired me to have no suspicion of him to his
disadvantage. He also added oaths and certain horrible curses upon
himself, and supposed he should be thereby believed in the points he
wrote about to me.

21. But now another great number of the Galileans came together again
with their weapons, as knowing the man, how wicked and how sadly
perjured he was, and desired me to lead them against him and promised me
that they would utterly both him and Gischala. Hereupon | professed that
I was obliged to them for their readiness to serve me, and that | would
more than requite their good-will to me. However, | entreated them to
restrain themselves, and begged of them to give me leave to do what |
intended, which was to put an end to these troubles without bloodshed,;
and when | had prevailed with the multitude of the Galileans to let me do
so, | came to Sepphoris.

22. But the inhabitants of this city having determined to continue in their
allegiance to the Romans, were afraid of my coming to them, and tried, by
putting me upon another action, to divert me, that they might be freed
from the terror they were in. Accordingly, they sent to Jesus, the captain
of those robbers who were in the confines of Ptolemais, and promised to
give him a great deal of money, if he would come with those forces he had
with him, which were in number eight hundred, and fight with us.
Accordingly, he complied with what they desired, upon the promises they
had made him, and was desirous to fall upon us when we were unprepared
for him, and knew nothing of his coming beforehand. So he sent to me, and
desired that I would give him leave to come and salute me. When | had
given him that leave, which I did without the least knowledge of his
treacherous intentions beforehand, he took his band of robbers, and made
haste to come to me. Yet did not this his knavery succeed well at last; for
as he was already nearly approaching, one of those with him deserted him,
and came to me, and told me what he had undertaken to do. When | was
informed of this, | went into the market-place, and pretended to know
nothing of his treacherous purpose. | took with me many Galileans that
were armed, as also some of those of Tiberias; and, when | had given
orders that all the roads should be carefully guarded, | charged the keepers
of the gates to give admittance to none but Jesus, when he came, with the



34

principal of his men, and to exclude the rest; and in case they aimed to
force themselves in, to use stripes [in order to repel them]. Accordingly,
those that had received such a charge did as they were bidden, and Jesus
came in with a few others; and when | had ordered him to throw down his
arms immediately, and told him, that if he refused so to do, he was a dead
man, he seeing armed men standing all round about him, was terrified, and
complied; and as for those of his followers that were excluded, when they
were informed that he was seized, they ran away. I then called Jesus to me
by himself, and told him, that” | was not a stranger to that treacherous
design he had against me, nor was | ignorant by whom he was sent for;
that, however, | would forgive him what he had done already, if he would
repent of it, and be faithful to me hereafter.” And thus, upon his promise
to do all that I desired, I let him go, and gave him leave to get those whom
he had formerly had with him together again. But | threatened the
inhabitants of Sepphoris, that, if they would not leave off their ungrateful
treatment of me, | would punish them sufficiently.

23. At this time it was that two great men, who were under the jurisdiction
of the king [Agrippa] came to me out of the region of Trachonius, bringing
their horses and their arms, and carrying with them their money also; and
when the Jews would force them to be circumcised, if they would stay
among them, I would not permit them to have any force put upon them,
fall hyt said to them, “Every one ought to worship God according to his
own inclinations, and not to be constrained by force; and that these men,
who had fled to us for protection, ought not to be so treated as to repent
of their coming hither.” And when | had pacified the multitude, I provided
for the men that were come to us whatsoever it was they wanted,
according to their usual way of living, and that in great plenty also.

24. Now king Agrippa sent an army to make themselves masters of the
citadel of Gamala, and over it Equieulus Modius; but the forces that were
sent were not allow to encompass the citadel quite round, but lay before it
in the open places, and besieged it. But when Ebutius the decurion, who
was intrusted with the government of the great plain, heard that | was at
Simonias, a village situated in the confines of Galilee, and was distant from
him sixty furlongs, he took a hundred horsemen that were with him by
night, and a certain number of footmen, about two hundred, and brought
the inhabitants of the city Gibea along with him as auxiliaries, and marched
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in the night, and came to the village where | abode. Upon this | pitched my
camp over against him, which had a great number of forces in it: but
Ebutius tried to draw us down into the plain, as greatly depending upon
his horsemen; but we would not come down; for when | was satisfied of
the advantage that his horse would have if we came down into the plain,
while we were all footmen, | resolved to join battle with the enemy where
| was. Now Ebutius and his party made a courageous opposition for some
time; but when he saw that his horse were useless to him in that place, he
retired back to the city Gibea, having lost three of his men in the fight. So |
followed him directy with two thousand armed men; and when | was at
the city Besara, that lay in the confines of Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs
from Gibea, where Ebutius abode, | placed my armed men on the outside
of the village, and gave orders that they should guard the passes with great
care, that the enemy might not disturb us until we should have carried off
the corn, a great quantity of which lay there: it belonged to Bernice the
queen, and had been gathered together out of the neighboring villages into
Besara; so | loaded my camels and asses, a great number of which | had
brought along with me, and sent the corn into Galilee. When | had done
this, | offered Ebutius battle; but when he would not accept of the offer,
for he was terrified at our readiness and courage, | altered my route, and
marched towards Neopolitanus, because | had heard that the country
about Tiberias was laid waste by him. This Neopolitanus was captain of a
troop of horse, and had the custody of Scythopolis intrusted to his care
by the enemy; and when | had hindered him from doing any further
mischief to Tiberias, | set myself to make provision for the affairs of
Galilee.

25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, as we before told you, abode at
Gischala, was informed how all things had succeeded to my mind, and that
I was much in favor with those that were under me, as also that the enemy
were greatly afraid of me, he was not pleased with it, as thinking my
prosperity tended to his ruin. So he took up a bitter envy and enmity
against me; and hoping, that if he could inflame those that were under me
to hate me,. he should put an end to the prosperity | was in, he tried to
persuade the inhabitants of Tiberias and of Sepphoris, (and for those of
Gabara he supposed they would be also of the same mind with the
others,) which were the greatest cities of Galilee, to revolt from their
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subjection to me, and to be of his party; and told them that he would
command them better than I did. As for the people of Sepphoris, who
belonged to neither of us, because they had chosen to be in subjection to
the Romans, they did not comply with his proposal; and for those of
Tiberias, they did not indeed so far comply as to make a revolt from under
me, but they agreed to be his friends, while the inhabitants of Gabara did
go over to John; and it was Simon that persuaded them so to do, one who
was both the principal man in the city, and a particular friend and
companion of John. It is true, these did not openly own the making a
revolt, because they were in great fear of the Galileans, and had frequent
experience of the good-will they bore to me; yet did they privately watch
for a proper opportunity to lay snares for me; and indeed | thereby came
into the greatest danger, on the occasion following.

26. There were some bold young men of the village of Dabaritta, who
observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the king’s procurator, was to make a
progress over the great plain with a mighty attendance, and with some
horsemen that followed as a guard to them, and this out of a country that
was subject to the king and queen, into the jurisdiction of the Romans; and
fell upon them on a sudden, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy to fly away,
and plundered all the carriages. They also came to me to Tarichese, with
four mules’ loading of garments, and other furniture; and the weight of the
silver they brought was not small, and there were five hundred pieces of
gold also. Now | had a mind to preserve these spoils for Ptolemy, who
was my countryman; and it is prohibited ™2 by our laws even to spoil our
enemies; so | said to those that brought these spoils, that they ought to be
kept, in order to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem with them when they came
to be sold. But the young men took it very ill that they did not receive a
part of those spoils for themselves, as they expected to have done; so they
went among the villages in the neighborhood of Tiberias, and told the
people that I was going to betray their country to the Romans, and that |
used deceitful language to them, when | said, that what had been thus
gotten by rapine should be kept for the rebuilding of the walls of the city
of Jerusalem; although | had resolved to restore these spoils again to their
former owner. And indeed they were herein not mistaken as to my
intentions; for when | had gotten clear of them, I sent for two of the
principal men, Dassion, and Janneus the son of Levi, persons that were



37

among the chief friends of the king, and commanded them to take the
furniture that had been plundered, and to send it to him; and | threatened
that | would order them to be put to death by way of punishment, if they
discovered this my command to any other person.

27. Now, when all Galilee was filled with this rumor, that their country
was about to be betrayed by me to the Romans, and when all men were
exasperated against me, and ready to bring me to punishment, the
inhabitants of Tarichee did also themselves suppose that what the young
men said was true, and persuaded my guards and armed men to leave me
when | was asleep, and to come presently to the hippodrome, in order
there to take counsel against me their commander. And when they had
prevailed with them, and they were gotten together, they found there a
great company assembled already, who all joined in one clamor, to bring
the man who was so wicked to them as to betray them, to his due
punishment; and it was Jesus, the son of Sapphias, who principally set
them on. He was ruler in Tiberias, a wicked man, and naturally disposed to
make disturbances in matters of consequence; a seditious person he was
indeed, and an innovator beyond every body else. He then took the laws
of Moses into his hands, and came into the midst of the people, and said,”
O my fellow citizens! if you are not disposed to hate Josephus on your
own account, have regard, however, to these laws of your country, which
your commander-in-chief is going to betray; hate him therefore on both
these accounts, and bring the man who hath acted thus insolently, to his
deserved punishment.”

28. When he had said this, and the multitude had openly applauded him
for what he had said, he took some of the armed men, and made haste
away to the house in which I lodged, as if he would kill me immediately,
while I was wholly insensible of all till this disturbance happened; and by
reason of the pains | had been taking, was fallen fast asleep. But Simon,
who was intrusted with the care of my body, and was the only person
that stayed with me, and saw the violent incursion the citizens made upon
me, awaked me, and told me of the danger | was in, and desired me to let
him kill me, that I might die bravely and like a general, before my enemies
came in, and forced me [to kill myself], or killed me themselves. Thus did
he discourse to me; but I committed the care of my life to God, and made
haste to go out to the multitude. Accordingly, | put on a black garment,
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and hung my sword at my neck, and went by such a different way to the
hippodrome, wherein | thought none of my adversaries would meet me; so
| appeared among them on the sudden, and fell down flat on the earth, and
bedewed the ground with my tears: then | seemed to them all an object of
compassion. And when | perceived the change that was made in the
multitude, | tried to divide their opinions before the armed men should
return from my house; so | granted them that | had been as wicked as they
supposed me to be; but still I entreated them to let me first inform them
for what use | had kept that money which arose from the plunder, and,
that they might then kill me if they pleased: and upon the multitude’s
ordering me to speak, the armed men came upon me, and when they saw
me, they ran to kill me; but when the multitude bade them hold their
hands, they complied, and expected that as soon as | should own to them
that I kept the money for the king, it would be looked on as a confession
of my treason, and they should then be allowed to kill me.

29. When, therefore, silence was made by the whole multitude, | spake
thus to them: “O my countrymen! | refuse not to die, if justice so require.
However, | am desirous to tell you the truth of this matter before I die; for
as | know that this city of yours [Tarichee] was a city of great hospitality,
and filled with abundance of such men as have left their own countries, and
are come hither to be partakers of your fortune, whatever it be, | had a
mind to build walls about it, out of this money, for which you are so angry
with me, while yet it was to be expended in building your own walls.”
Upon my saying this, the people of Taricheae and the strangers cried out,
that” they gave me thanks, and desired me to be of good courage,” although
the Galileans and the people of Tiberias continued in their wrath against
me, insomuch that there arose a tumult among them, while some
threatened to kill me, and some bade me not to regard them; but when |
promised them that | would build them walls at Tiberias, and at other
cities that wanted them, they gave credit to what | promised, and returned
every one to his own home. So | escaped the forementioned danger,
beyond all my hopes, and returned to my own house, accompanied with
my friends, and twenty armed men also.

30. However, these robbers and other authors of this tumult, who were
afraid, on their own account, lest I should punish them for what they had
done, took six hundred armed men, and came to the house where | abode,
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in order to set it on fire. When this their insult was told me, | thought it
indecent for me to run away, and | resolved to expose myself to danger,
and to act with some boldness; so | gave order to shut the doors, and went
up into an upper room, and desired that they would send in some of their
men to receive the money [from the spoils] for | told them they would
then have no occasion to be angry with me; and when they had sent in one
of the boldest of them all, I had him whipped severely, and | commanded
that one of his hands should be cut off, and hung about his neck; and in
this case was he put out to those that sent him. At which procedure of
mine they were greatly affrighted, and in no small consternation, and were
afraid that they should themselves be served in like manner, if they staid
there; for they supposed that I had in the house more armed men than
they had themselves; so they ran away immediately, while I, by the use of
this stratagem, escaped this their second treacherous design against me.

31. But there were still some that irritated the multitude against me, and
said that those great men that belonged to the king ought not to be suffered
to live, if they would not change their religion to the religion of those to
whom they fled for safety: they spake reproachfully of them also, and
said that they were wizards, and such as called in the Romans upon them.
So the multitude was soon deluded by such plausible pretenses as were
agreeable to their own inclinations, and were prevailed on by them. But
when | was informed of this, | instructed the multitude again, that those
who fled to them for refuge ought not to be persecuted: I also laughed at
the allegation about witchcraft, ** and told them that the Romans would
not maintain so many ten thousand soldiers, if they could overcome their
enemies by wizards. Upon my saying this, the people assented for a
while; but they returned again afterwards, as irritated by some ill people
against the great men; nay, they once made an assault upon the house in
which they dwelt at Tarichess, in order to kill them; which, when I was
informed of, | was afraid lest so horrid a crime should take effect, and
nobody else would make that city their refuge any more. | therefore came
myself, and some others with me, to the house where these great men
lived, and locked the doors, and had a trench drawn from their house
leading to the lake, and sent for a ship, and embarked therein with them,
and sailed to the confines of Hippos: | also paid them the value of their
horses; nor in such a flight could I have their horses brought to them. 1
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then dismissed them, and begged of them earnestly that they would
courageously bear | this distress which befell them. I was also myself |
greatly displeased that | was compelled to expose those that had fled to
me to go again into an enemy’s country; yet did | think it more eligible that
they should perish among the Romans, if it should so happen, than in the
country that was under my jurisdiction. However, they escaped at length,
and king Agrippa forgave them their offenses. And this was the conclusion
of what concerned these men.

32. But as for the inhabitants of the city of Tiberias, they wrote to the
king, and desired him to send them forces sufficient to be a guard to their
country; for that they were desirous to come over to him: this was what
they wrote to him. But when | came to them, they desired me to build
their walls, as I had promised them to do; for they had heard that the walls
of Tarichess were already built. I agreed to their proposal accordingly; and
when | had made preparation for the entire building, | gave order to the
architects to go to work; but on the third day, when | was gone to
Tarichess, which was thirty furlongs distant from Tiberias, it so fell out,
that some Roman horsemen were discovered on their march, not far from
the city, which made it to be supposed that the forces were come from the
King; upon which they shouted, and lifted up their voices in
commendations of the king, and in reproaches against me. Hereupon one
came running to me, and told me what their dispositions were, and that
they had resolved to revolt from me: upon hearing which news | was very
much alarmed; for I had already sent away my armed men from Tarichess,
to their own homes, because the next day was our sabbath; for | would not
have the people of Tarichess disturbed [on that day] by a multitude of
soldiers; and indeed, whenever | sojourned at that city, | never took any
particular care for a guard about my own body, because I had had frequent
instances of the fidelity its inhabitants bore to me. I had now about me no
more than seven armed men, besides some friends, and was doubtful what
to do; for to send to recall my own forces | did not think proper, because
the present day was almost over; and had those forces been with me, I
could not take up arms on the next day, because our laws forbade us so to
do, even though our necessity should be very great; and if I should permit
the people of Tarichess, and the strangers with them, to guard the city, |
saw that they would not be sufficient for that purpose, and I perceived
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that | should be obliged to delay my assistance a great while; for | thought
with myself that the forces that came from the king would prevent me, and
that | should be driven out of the city. | considered, therefore, how to get
clear of these forces by a stratagem; so | immediately placed those my
friends of Tarichee, on whom I could best confide, at the gates, to watch
those very carefully who went out at those gates: | also called to me the
heads of families, and bade every one of them to seize upon a ship ** to
go on board it, and to take a master with them, and follow him to the city
of Tiberias. | also myself went on board one of those ships, with my
friends, and the seven armed men already mentioned, and sailed for
Tiberias.

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias perceived that there were no
forces come from the king, and yet saw the whole lake full of ships, they
were in fear what would become of their city, and were greatly terrified, as
supposing that the ships were full of men on board; so they then changed
their minds, and threw down their weapons, and met me with their wives
and children, and made acclamations to me with great commendations; for
they imagined that | did not know their former inclinations [to have been
against me]; so they persuaded me to spare the city. But when | was come
near enough, | gave order to the masters of the ships to cast anchor a good
way off the land, that the people of Tiberias might not perceive that the
ships had no men on board; but I went nearer to the people in one of the
ships, and rebuked them for their folly, and that they were so fickle as,
without any just occasion in the world, to revolt from their fidelity to me.
However, assured them that | would entirely forgive them for the time to
come, if they would send ten of the ringleaders of the multitude to me; and
when they complied readily with this proposal, and sent me the men
forementioned, | put them on board a ship, and sent them away to
Tarichese; and ordered them to be kept in prison.

34. And by this stratagem it was that | gradually got all the senate of
Tiberias into my power, and sent them to the city forementioned, with
many of the principal men among the populace, and those not fewer in
number than the other. But when the multitude saw into what great
miseries they had brought themselves, they desired me to punish the
author of this sedition: his name was Clitus, a young man, bold and rash in
his undertakings. Now, since | thought it not agreeable to piety to put one
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of my own people to death, and yet found it necessary to punish him, |
ordered Levi, one of my own guards, to go to him, and cut off one of
Clitus’s hands; but as he that was ordered to do this, was afraid to go out
of the ship alone, among *so great a multitude, | was not willing that the
timorousness of the soldier should appear to the people of Tiberias. So |
called to Clitus himself and said to him,” Since thou deservest to lose both
thine hands for thy ingratitude to me, be thou thine own executioner, lest,
if thou refusest so to be, thou undergo a worse punishment.” And when he
earnestly begged of me to spare him one of his hands, it was with
difficulty that | granted it. So, in order to prevent the loss of both his
hands, he willingly took his sword, and cut off his own left hand; and this
put an end to the sedition.

35. Now the men of Tiberias, after | was gone to Taricheae, perceived
what stratagem | had used against them, and they admired how | had put
an end to their foolish sedition, without shedding of blood. But now, when
| had sent for some of those multitudes of the people of Tiberias out of
prison, among whom were Justus and his father Pistus, | made them to
sup with me; and during our supper time I said to them, that | knew the
power of the Romans was superior to all others, but did not say so
[publicly] because of the robbers. So | advised them to do as | did, and to
wait for a proper opportunity, and not to be uneasy at my being their
commander; for that they could not expect to have another who would use
the like moderation that | had done. I also put Justus in mind how the
Galileans had cut off his brother’s hands before ever | came to Jerusalem,
upon an accusation laid against him, as if he had been a rogue, and had
forged some letters; as also how the people of Gamala, in a sedition they
raised against the Babylonians, after the departure of Philip, slew Chares,
who was a kinsman of Philip, and withal how they had wisely punished
Jesus, his brother Justuses sister’s husband [with death]. When I had said
this to them during supper time, I in the morning ordered Justus, and all
the rest that were in prison, to be loosed out of it, and sent away.

36. But before this, it happened that Philip, the son of Jacimus, went out
of the citadel of Gamala upon the following occasion: When Philip had
been informed that VVarus was put out of his government by king Agrippa,
and that Equieulus Modius, a man that was of old his friend and
companion, was come to succeed him, he wrote to him, and related what



43

turns of fortune he had had, and desired him to forward the letters he sent
to the king and queen. Now, when Modius had received these letters, he
was exceedingly glad, and sent the letters to the king and queen, who were
then about Berytus. But when king Agrippa knew that the story about
Philip was false, (for it had been given out, that the Jews had begun a war
with the Romans, and that this Philip had been their commander in that
war,) he sent some horsemen to conduct Philip to him; and when he was
come, he saluted him very obligingly, and showed him to the Roman
commanders, and told them that this was the man of whom the report had
gone about as if he had revolted from the Romans. He also bid him to take
some horsemen with him, and to go quickly to the citadel of Gamala, and
to bring out thence all his domestics, and to restore the Babylonians to
Batanea again. He also gave it him in charge to take all possible care that
none of his subjects should be guilty of making any innovation.
Accordingly, upon these directions from the king, he made haste to do
what he was commanded.

37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of a female physician, who excited
a great many young men to join with him. He also insolently addressed
himself to the principal persons at Gamala, and persuaded them to revolt
from the king; and take up arms, and gave them hopes that they should, by
his means, recover their liberty. And some they forced into the service,
and those that would not acquiesce in what they had resolved on, they
slew. They also slew Chares, and with him Jesus, one of his kinsmen, and
a brother of Justus of Tiberias, as we have already said. Those of Gamala
also wrote to me, desiring me to send them an armed force, and workmen
to raise up the walls of their city; nor did I reject either of their requests.
The region of Gaulanitis did also revolt from the king, as far as the village
Solyma. 1 also built a wall about Seleucia and Soganni, which are villages
naturally of ver great strength. Moreover, I, in like manner, walled several
villages of Upper Galilee, though they were very rocky of themselves.
Their names are Jamnia, and Meroth, and Achabare. | also fortified, in the
Lower Galilee, the cities Tarichee, Tiberias, Sepphoris, and the villages,
the cave of Arbela, Bersobe, Selamin, Jotapata, Capharecho, and Sigo, and
Japha, and Mount Tabor. ™% | also laid up a great quantity of corn in
these places, and arms withal, that might be for their security afterward.
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38. But the hatred that John, the son of Levi, bore to me, grew now more
violent, while he could not bear my prosperity with patience. So he
proposed to himself, by all means possible, to make away with me; and
built the walls of Gischala, which was the place of his nativity. He then
sent his brother Simon, and Jonathan, the son of Sisenna, and about a
hundred armed men, to Jerusalem, to Simon, the son of Gamaliel, ° in
order to persuade him to induce the commonalty of Jerusalem to take from
me the government over the Galileans, and to give their suffrages for
conferring that authority upon him. This Simon was of the city of
Jerusalem, and of a very noble family of the sect of the Pharisees, which
are supposed to excel others in the accurate knowledge of the laws of their
country. He was a man of great wisdom and reason, and capable of
restoring public affairs by his prudence, when they were in an ill posture.
He was also an old friend and companion of John; but at that time he had a
difference with me. When therefore he had received such an exhortation, he
persuaded the high priests, Ananus, and Jesus the son of Gamala, and
some others of the same seditious faction, to cut me down, now | was
growing so great, and not to overlook me while | was aggrandizing myself
to the height of glory; and he said that it would be for the advantage of the
Galileans, if | were deprived of my government there. Ananus also, and his
friends, desired them to make no delay about the matter, lest | should get
the knowledge of what was doing too soon, and should come and make an
assault upon the city with a great army. This was the counsel of Simon;
but Artanus the high priest demonstrated to them that this was not an
easy thing to be done, because many of the high priests and of the rulers of
the people bore witness that | had acted like an excellent general, and that
it was the work of ill men to accuse one against whom they had nothing to
say.

39. When Simon heard Ananus say this, he desired that the messengers
would conceal the thing, and not let it come among many; for that he
would take care to have Josephus removed out of Galilee very quickly. So
he called for John’s brother, [Simon,] and charged him that they should
send presents to Ananus and his friends; for, as he said, they might
probably by that means persuade them to change their minds. And indeed
Simon did at length thus compass what he aimed at; for Artanus, and those
with him, being corrupted by bribes, agreed to expel me out of Galilee,
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without making the rest of the citizens acquainted with what they were
doing. Accordingly, they resolved to send men of distinction as to their
families, and of distinction as to their learning also. Two of these were of
the populace, Jonathan ™7 and Ananias, by sect Pharisees; while the third,
Jozar, was of the stock of the priests, and a Pharisee also; and Simon, the
last of them, was of the youngest of the high priests. These had it given
them in charge, that, when they were come to the multitude of the
Galileans, they should ask them, what was the reason of their love to me?
and if they said that it was because | was born at Jerusalem, that they
should reply, that they four were all born at the same place; and if they
should say, it was because | was well versed in their law, they should
reply, that neither were they unacquainted with the practices of their
country; but if, besides these, they should say, they loved me because |
was a priest, they should reply, that two of these were priests also.

40. Now, when they had given Jonathan and his companions these
instructions, they gave them forty thousand [drachmae] out of the public
money: but when they heard that there was a certain Galilean that then
sojourned at Jerusalem, whose name was Jesus, who had about him a band
of six hundred armed men, they sent for him, and gave him three months
pay, and gave him orders to follow Jonathan and his companions, and be
obedient to them. They also gave money to three hundred men that were
citizens of Jerusalem, to maintain them all, and ordered them also to follow
the ambassadors; and when they had complied, and were gotten ready for
the march, Jonathan and his companions went out with them, having along
with them John’s brother and a hundred armed men. The charge that was
given them by those that sent them was this: That if I would voluntarily
lay down my arms, they should send me alive to the city of Jerusalem; but
that, in case | opposed them, they should kill me, and fear nothing; for that
it was their command for them so to do. They also wrote to John to make
all ready for fighting me, and gave orders to the inhabitants of Sepphoris,
and Gabara, and Tiberins, to send auxiliaries to John.

41. Now, as my father wrote me an account of this, (for Jesus the son of
Gamala, who was present in that council, a friend and companion of mine,
told him of it,) I was very much troubled, as discovering thereby that my
fellow citizens proved so ungrateful to me, as, out of envy, to give order
that | should be slain: my father earnestly pressed me also in his letter to
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come to him, for that he longed to see his son before he died. | informed
my friends of these things, and that in three days’ time | should leave the
country, and go home. Upon hearing this, they were all very sorry, and
desired me, with tears in their eyes, not to leave them to be destroyed; for
so they thought they should be, if | were deprived of the command over
them: but as I did not grant their request, but was taking care of my own
safety, the Galileans, out of their dread of the consequence of my
departure, that they should then be at the mercy of the robbers, sent
messengers over all Galilee to inform them of my resolution to leave them.
Whereupon, as soon as they heard it, they got together in great numbers,
from all parts, with their wives and children; and this they did, as it
appeared to me, not more out of their affection to me, than out of their
fear on their own account; for while | staid with them, they supposed that
they should suffer no harm. So they all came into the great plain, wherein |
lived, the name of which was Asochis.

42. But wonderful it was what a dream | saw that very night; for when |
had betaken myself to my bed, as grieved and disturbed at the news that
had been written to me, it seemed to me, that a certain person stood by
me, "8 and said, “O Josephus! leave off to afflict thy soul, and put away
all fear; for what now grieves thee will render thee very considerable, and
in all respects most happy; for thou shalt get over not only these
difficulties, but many others, with great success. However, be not cast
down, but remember that thou art to fight with the Romans.” When | had
seen this dream, I got up with an intention of going down to the plain.
Now, when the whole multitude of the Galileans, among whom were the
women and children, saw me, they threw themselves down upon their
faces, and, with tears in their eyes, besought me not to leave them exposed
to their enemies, nor to go away and permit their country to be injured by
them. But when | did not comply, with their entreaties, they compelled
me to take an oath, that | would stay with them: they also cast abundance
of reproaches upon the people of Jerusalem, that they would not let their
country enjoy peace.

43. When | heard this, and saw what sorrow the people were in, | was
moved with compassion to them, and thought it became me to undergo the
most manifest hazards for the sake of so great a multitude; so | let them
know | would stay with them. And when | had given order that five
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thousand off them should come to me armed, and with provisions for their
maintenance, | sent the rest away to their own homes; and when those five
thousand were come, | took them, together with three thousand of the
soldiers that were with me before, and eighty horsemen, and marched to
the village of Chabolo, situated in the confines of Ptolimias, and there kept
my forces together, pretending to get ready to fight with Placidus, who
was come with two cohorts of footmen, and one troop of horsemen, and
was sent thither by Cestius Gallus to burn those villages of Galilee that
were near Ptolemais. Upon whose casting up a bank before the city
Ptolemais, | also pitched my camp at about the distance of sixty furlongs
from that village. And now we frequently brought out our forces as if we
would fight, but proceeded no further than skirmishes at a distance; for
when Placidus perceived that | was earnest to come to a battle, he was
afraid, and avoided it. Yet did he not remove from the neighborhood of
Ptolemais.

44. About this time it was that Jonathan and his fellow legates came. They
were sent, as we have said already, by Simon, and Ananus the high priest.
And Jonathan contrived how he might catch me by treachery; for he durst
not make any attempt upon me openly. So he wrote me the following
epistle: “Jonathan and those that are with him, and are sent by the people
of Jerusalem, to Josephus, send greeting. We are sent by the principal men
of Jerusalem, who have heard that John of Gischala hath laid many snares
for thee, to rebuke him, and to exhort him to be subject to thee hereafter.
We are also desirous to consult with thee about our common concerns, and
what is fit to be done. We therefore desire thee to come to us quickly, and
to bring only a few men with thee; for this village will not contain a great
number of soldiers.” Thus it was that they wrote, as expecting one of
these two things; either that | should come without armed men, and then
they should have me wholly in their power; or, if I came with a great
number, they should judge me to be a public enemy. Now it was a
horseman who brought the letter, a man at other times bold, and one that
had served in the army under the king. It was the second hour of the night
that he came, when | was feasting with my friends, and the principal of the
Galileans. This man, upon my servant’s telling me that a certain horseman
of the Jewish nation was come, was called in at my command, but did not
so much as salute me at all, but held out a letter, and said, “This letter is
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sent thee by those that are come from Jerusalem; do thou write an answer
to it quickly; for I am obliged to return to them very soon. Now my guests
could not but wonder at the boldness of the soldier. But I desired him to
sit down and sup with us; but when he refused so to do, I held the letter in
my hands as | received it, and fell a talking with my guests about other
matters. But a few hours afterwards, | got up, and when | had dismissed
the rest to go to their beds, | bid only four of my intimate friends to stay,
and ordered my servant to get some wine ready. | also opened the letter
so, that nobody could perceive it; and understanding thereby presently the
purport- of the writing, | sealed it up again, and appeared as if | had not
yet read it, but only held it in my hands. | ordered twenty drachmae
should be given the soldier for the charges of his journey; and when he
took the money, and said that he thanked me for it, | perceived that he
loved money, and that he was to be caught chiefly by that means; and |
said to him,” If thou wilt but drink with us, thou shalt have a drachma for
every glass thou drinkest.” So he gladly embraced this proposal, and drank
a great deal of wine, in order to get the more money, and was so drunk,
that at last he could not keep the secrets he was intrusted with, but
discovered them without my putting questions to him, viz. That a
treacherous design was contrived against me, and that | was doomed to die
by those that sent him. When | heard this, | wrote back this answer:
“Josephus to Jonathan, and those that are with him, sendeth greeting.
Upon the information that you are come in health into Galilee, | rejoice,
and this especially because | can now resign the care of public affairs here
into your hands, and return into my native country, which is what | have
desired to do a great while; and I confess | ought not only to come to you
as far as Xaloth, but farther, and this without your commands. But | desire
you to excuse me, because | cannot do it now, since | watch the motions of
Placidus, who hath a mind to go up into Galilee; and this I do here at
Chabolo. Do you therefore, on the receipt of this epistle, come hither to
me. Fare you well.”

45. When | had written thus, and given the letter to be carried by the
soldier, | sent along with him thirty of the Galileans of the best characters,
and gave them instructions to salute those ambassadors, but to say nothing
else to them. | also gave orders to as many of those armed men, whom |
esteemed most faithful to me, to go along with the others, every one with
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him whom he was to guard, lest some conversation might pass between
those whom I sent and those who were with Jonathan. So those men went
[to Jonathan]. But when Jonathan and his partners had failed in this their
first attempt, they sent me another letter, the contents whereof were as
follows: “Jonathan, and those with him, to Josephus, send greeting. We
require thee to come to us to the village Gabaroth, on the third day,
without any armed men, that we may hear what thou hast to lay to the
charge of John [of Gischala].” When they had written this letter, they
saluted the Galileans whom | sent, and came to Japha, which was the
largest village of all Galilee, and encompassed with very strong walls, and
had a great number of inhabitants in it. There the multitude of men, with
their wives and children, met them, and exclaimed loudly against them; and
desired them to be gone, and not to envy them the advantage of an
excellent commander. With these clamors Jonathan and his partners were
greatly provoked, although they durst not show their anger openly; so
they made them no answer, but went to other villages. But still the same
clamors met them from all the people, who said, “Nobody should
persuade them to have any other commander besides Josephus.” So
Jonathan and his partners went away from them without success, and
came to Sepphoris, the greatest city of all Galilee. Now the men of that
city, who inclined to the Romans in their sentiments, met them indeed, but
neither praised nor reproached me and when they were gone down from
Sepphoris to Asochis, the people of that place made a clamor against
them, as those of Japha had done; whereupon they were able to contain
themselves no longer, but ordered the armed men that were with them to
beat those that made the clamor with their clubs. And when they came to
Gabara, John met them with three thousand armed men; but, as |
understood by their letter that they had resolved to fight against me, |
arose from Chabolo, with three thousand armed men also; but left in my
camp one of my fastest friends, and came to Jotapata, as desirous to be
near them, the distance being no more than forty furlongs. Whence | wrote
thus to them: “If you are very desirous that | should come to you, you
know there are two hundred and forty cities and villages in Galilee; I will
come to any of them which you please, excepting Gaburn and Gischala;
the one of which is John’s native city, and the other in confederacy and
friendship with him.”
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46. When Jonathan and his partners had received this letter, they wrote me
no more answers, but called a council of their friends together; and taking
John into their consultation, they took counsel together by what means
they might attack me. John’s opinion was, that they should write to all the
cities and villages that were in Galilee; for that there must be certainly one
or two persons in every one of them that were at variance with me, and
that they should be invited to come to oppose me as an enemy. He would
also have them send this resolution of theirs to the city of Jerusalem, that
its citizens, upon the knowledge of my being adjudged to be an enemy by
the Galileans, might themselves | also confirm that determination. He said
also, that when this was done, even those Galileans who were well
affected to me, would desert me out of fear. When John had given them
this counsel, what he had said was very agreeable to the rest of them. |
was also made acquainted with these affairs about the third hour of the
night, by the means of one Saccheus, who had belonged to them, but now
deserted them and came over to me, and told me what they were about; so
| perceived that no time was to be lost. Accordingly, | gave command to
Jacob, an armed man of my guard, whom | esteemed faithful to me, to take
two hundred men, and to guard the passages that led from Gahara to
Galilee, and to seize upon the passengers, and send them to me, especially
such as were caught with letters about them: | also sent Jeremias himself,
one of my friends, with six hundred armed men, to the borders of Galilee,
in order to watch the roads that led from this country to the city
Jerusalem, and gave him charge to lay hold of such as traveled with letters
about them, to keep the men in bonds upon the place, but to send me the
letters.

47. When | had laid these commands upon them, | gave them orders, and
bid them take their arms and bring three days’ provision with them, and be
with me the next day. I also parted those that were about me into four
parts, and ordained those of them that were most faithful to me to be a
guard to my body. | also set over them centurions, and commanded them
to take care that not a soldier which they did not know should mingle
himself among them. Now, on the fifth day following, when I was at
Gabaroth, | found the entire plain that was before the village full of armed
men, who were come out of Galilee to assist me: many others of the
multitude, also, out of the village, ran along with me. But as soon as | had
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taken my place, and began to speak to them, they all made an acclamation,
and called me the benefactor and savior of the country. And when | had
made them my acknowledgments, and thanked them [for their affection to
me], 1 also advised them to fight with nobody, *° nor to spoil the
country; but to pitch their tents in the plain, and be content with their
sustenance they had brought with them; for I told them that | had a mind
to compose these troubles without shedding any blood. Now it came to
pass, that on the very same day those who were sent by John with letters,
fell among the guards whom | had appointed to watch the roads; so the
men were themselves kept upon the place, as my orders were, but I got
the letters, which were full of reproaches and lies; and | intended to fall
upon these men, without saying a word of these matters to any body.

48. Now, as soon as Jonathan and his companions heard of my coming,
they took all their own friends, and John with them, and retired to the
house of Jesus, which indeed was a large castle, and no way unlike a
citadel; so they privately laid a band of armed men therein, and shut all the
other doors but one, which they kept open, and they expected that |
should come out of the road to them, to salute them. And indeed they had
given orders to the armed men, that when | came they should let nobody
besides me come in, but should exclude others; as supposing that, by this
means, they should easily get me under their power: but they were
deceived in their expectation; for | perceived what snares they had laid for
me. Now, as soon as | was got off my journey, I took up my lodgings over
against them, and pretended to be asleep; so Jonathan and his party,
thinking that | was really asleep and at rest, made haste to go down into
the plain, to persuade the people that | was an ill governor. But the matter
proved otherwise; for, upon their appearance, there was a cry made by the
Galileans immediately, declaring their good opinion of me as their
governor; and they made a clamor against Jonathan and his partners for
coming to them when they had suffered no harm, and as though they
would overturn their happy settlement; and desired them by all means to
go back again, for that they would never be persuaded to have any other to
rule over them but myself. When | heard of this, | did not fear to go down
into the midst of them; | went, therefore, myself down presently to hear
what Jonathan and his companions said. As soon as | appeared, there was
immediately an acclamation made to me by the whole multitude, and a cry
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in my commendation by them, who confessed their thanks was owing to
me for my good government of them.

49. When Jonathan and his companions heard this, they were in fear of
their own lives, and in danger lest they should be assaulted by the
Galileans on nay account; so they contrived how they might run away.
But as they were not able to get off, for | desired them to stay, they
looked down with concern at my words to them. | ordered, therefore, the
multitude to restrain entirely their acclamations, and placed the most
faithful of my armed men upon the avenues, to be a guard to us, lest John
should unexpected fall upon us; and I encouraged the Galileans to take
their weapons, lest they should be disturbed at their enemies, if any
sudden insult should be made upon them. And then, in the first place, |
put Jonathan and his partners in mind of their [former] letter, and after
what manner they had written to me, and declared they were sent by the
common consent to the people of Jerusalem, to make up the differences |
had with John, and how they had desired me to come to them; and as |
spake thus, I publicly showed that letter they had written, till they could
not at all deny what they had done, the letter itself convicting them. I then
said, “O Jonathan! and you that are sent with him as his colleagues, if |
were to be judged as to my behavior, compared with that of John’s, and
had brought no more than two or three witnesses, “?° good men and true,
it is plain you had been forced, upon the examination of their characters
beforehand, to discharge the accusations: that therefore you may be
informed that | have acted well in the affairs of Galilee, I think three
witnesses too few to be brought by a man that hath done as he ought to
do; so | gave you all these for witnesses. Inquire of them 2! how | have
lived, and whether | have not behaved myself with all decency, and after a
virtuous manner, among them. And I further conjure you, O Galileans! to
hide no part of the truth, but to speak before these men as before judges,
whether | have in any thing acted otherwise than well.”

50. While I was thus speaking, the united voices of all the people joined
together, and called me their benefactor and savior, and attested to my
former behavior, and exhorted me to continue so to do hereafter; and they
all said, upon their oaths, that their wives had been preserved free from
injuries, and that no one had ever been aggrieved by me. After this, | read
to the Galileans two of those epistles which had been sent by Jonathan
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and his colleagues, and which those whom | had appointed to guard the
road had taken, and sent to me. These were full of reproaches, and of lies,
as if | had acted more like a tyrant than a governor against them, with
many other things besides therein contained, which were no better indeed
than impudent falsities. | also informed the multitude how I came by these
letters, and that those who carried them delivered them up voluntarily; for
I was not willing that my enemies should know any thing of the guards |
had set, lest they should be afraid, and leave off writing hereafter.

51. When the multitude heard these things, they were greatly provoked at
Jonathan, and his colleagues that were with him, and were going to attack
them, and kill them; and this they had certainly done, unless I had
restrained the anger of the Galileans, and said, that” | forgave Jonathan and
his colleagues what was past, if they would repent, and go to their own
country, and tell those who sent them the truth, as to my conduct.” When
| had said this, I let them go, although | knew they would do nothing of
what they had promised. But the multitude were very much enraged
against them, and entreated me to give them leave to punish them for their
insolence; yet did I try all methods to persuade them to spare the men; for
I knew that every instance of sedition was pernicious to the public
welfare. But the multitude was too angry with them to be dissuaded, and
all of them went immediately to the house in which Jonathan and his
colleagues abode. However, when | perceived that their rage could not be
restrained, | got on horseback, and ordered the multitude to follow me to
the village Sogane, which was twenty furlongs off Gabara; and by using
this stratagem, | so managed myself, as not to appear to begin a civil war,
amongst them.

52. But when | was come near Sogane, | caused the multitude to make a
halt, and exhorted them not to be so easily provoked to anger, and to the
inflicting such punishments as could not be afterwards recalled: | also gave
order, that a hundred men, who were already in years, and were principal
men among them, should get themselves ready to go to the city of
Jerusalem, and should, make a complaint before the people of such as
raised seditions in the country. And | said to them, that” in case they be
moved with what you say, you shall desire the community to write to me,
and to enjoin me to continue in Galilee, and to order Jonathan and his
colleagues to depart out of it.” When | had suggested these instructions to
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them, and while they were getting themselves ready as fast as they could, I
sent them on this errand the third day after they had been assembled: I
also sent five hundred armed men with them [as a guard]. | then wrote to
my friends in Samaria, to take care that they might safely pass through the
country: for Samaria was already under the Romans, and it was absolutely
necessary for those that go quickly [to Jerusalem] to pass through that
country; for in that road you may, in three days’ time, go from Galilee to
Jerusalem. | also went myself, and conducted the old men as far as the
bounds of Galilee, and set guards in the roads, that it might not be easily
known by any one that these men were gone. And when | had thus done, |
went and abode at Japha.

53. Now Jonathan and his colleagues, having failed of accomplishing what
they would have done against me, sent John back to Gischala, but went
themselves to the city of Tiberias, expecting it would submit itself to
them; and this was founded on a letter which Jesus, their then governor,
had written them, promising that, if they came, the multitude would
receive them, and choose to be under their government; so they went their
ways with this expectation. But Silas, who, as | said, had been left curator
of Tiberias by me, informed me of this, and desired me to make haste
thither. Accordingly, I complied with his advice immediately, and came
thither; but found myself in danger of my life, from the following occasion:
Jonathan and his colleagues had been at Tiberias, and had persuaded a great
many of such as had a quarrel with me to desert me; but when they heard
of my coming, they were in fear for themselves, and came to me; and when
they had saluted me, they said, that | was a happy man in having behaved
myself so well in the government of Galilee; and they congratulated me
upon the honors that were paid me: for they said that my glory was a
credit to them, since they had been my teachers and fellow citizens; and
they said further, that it was but just that they should prefer my
friendship to them rather than John’s, and that they would have
immediately gone home, but that they staid that they might deliver up
John into my power; and when they said this they took their oaths of it,
and those such as are most tremendous amongst us, and such as I did not
think fit to disbelieve. However, they desired me to lodge some where else,
because the next day was the sabbath, and that it was not fit the city of
Tiberias should be disturbed [on that day].
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54. So | suspected nothing, and went away to Tarichese; yet did | withal
leave some to make inquiry in the city how matters went, and whether any
thing was said about me: | also set many persons all the way that led from
Tarichese to Tiberias, that they might communicate from one to another, if
they learned any news from those that were left in the city. On the next
day, therefore, they all came into the Proseucha; ™ it was a large edifice,
and capable of receiving a great number of people; thither Jonathan went
in, and though he durst not openly speak of a revolt, yet did he say that
their city stood in need of a better governor than it then had. But Jesus,
who was the ruler, made no scruple to speak out, and said openly,” O
fellow citizens! it is better for you to be in subjection to four than to one;
and those such as are of high birth, and not without reputation for their
wisdom;” and pointed to Jonathan and his colleagues. Upon his saying
this, Justus came in and commended him for what he had said, and
persuaded some of the people to be of his mind also. But the multitude
were not pleased with what was said, and had certainly gone into a tumult,
unless the sixth hour, which was now come, had dissolved the assembly,
at which hour our laws require us to go to dinner on sabbath days; so
Jonathan and his colleagues put off their council till the next day, and went
off without success. When | was informed of these affairs, | determined to
go to the city of Tiberias in the morning. Accordingly, on the next day,
about the first hour of the day, | came from Tarichee, and found the
multitude already assembled in the Proseucha; but on what account they
were gotten together, those that were assembled did not know. But when
Jonathan and his colleagues saw me there unexpectedly, they were in
disorder; after which they raised a report of their own contrivance, that
Roman horsemen were seen at a place called Union, in the borders of
Galilee, thirty furlongs distant from the city. Upon which report, Jonathan
and his colleagues cunningly exhorted me not to neglect this matter, nor to
suffer the land to be spoiled by the enemy. And this they said with a
design to remove me out of the city, under the pretense of the want of
extraordinary assistance, while they might dispose the city to be my
enemy.

55. As for myself, although I knew of their design, yet did | comply with
what they proposed, lest the people of Tiberias should have occasion to
suppose that | was not careful of their security. | therefore went out; but,
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when | was at the place, | found not the least footsteps of any enemy, so |
returned as fast as ever | could, and found the whole council assembled,
and the body of the people gotten together, and Jonathan and his
colleagues bringing vehement accusations against me, as one who had no
concern to ease them of the burdens of war, and as one that lived
luxuriously. And as they were discoursing thus, they produced four
letters, as written to them from some people that lived at the borders of
Galilee, imploring that they would come to their assistance, for that there
was an army of Romans, both horsemen and footmen, who would come
and lay waste the country on the third day; they desired them also to
make haste, and not to overlook them. When the people of Tiberias heard
this, they thought they spake truth, and made a clamor against me, and
said | ought not to sit still, but to go away to the assistance of their
countrymen. Hereupon I said (for | understood the meaning of Jonathan
and his colleagues) that | was ready to comply with what they proposed,
and without delay to march to the war which they spake of, yet did |
advise them, at the same time, that since these letters declared that the
Romans would make their assault in four several places, they should part
their forces into five bodies, and make Jonathan and his colleagues generals
of each body of them, because it was fit for brave men, not only to give
counsel, but to take the place of leaders, and assist their countrymen when
such a necessity pressed them; for, said I, it is not possible for me to lead
more than one party. This advice of mine greatly pleased the multitude; so
they compelled them to go forth to the war. But their designs were put
into very much disorder, because they had not done what they had
designed to do, on account of my stratagem, which was opposite to their
undertakings.

56. Now there was one whose name was Ananias (a wicked man he was,
and very mischievous); he proposed that a general religious fast #2* should
be appointed the next day for all the people, and gave order that at the
same hour they should come to the same place, without any weapons, to
make it manifest before God, that while they obtained his assistance, they
thought all these weapons useless. This he said, not out of piety, but that
they might catch me and my friends unarmed. Now, | was hereupon forced
to comply, lest | should appear to despise a proposal that tended to piety.
As soon, therefore, as we were gone home, Jonathan and his colleagues
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wrote to John to come to them in the morning, and desiring him to come
with as many soldiers as he possibly could, for that they should then be
able easily to get me into their hands, and to do all they desired to do.
When John had received this letter, he resolved to comply with it. As for
myself, on the next day, | ordered two of the guards of my body, whom |
esteemed the most courageous and most faithful, to hide daggers under
their garments, and to go along with me, that we might defend ourselves, if
any attack should be made upon us by our enemies. | also myself took my
breastplate, and girded on my sword, so that it might be, as far as it was
possible, concealed, and came into the Proseucha.

57. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded that they should exclude
all that came with me, for he kept the door himself, and suffered none but
his friends to go in. And while we were engaged in the duties of the day,
and had betaken ourselves to our prayers, Jesus got up, and inquired of me
what was become of the vessels that were taken out of the king’s palace,
when it was burnt down [and] of that uncoined silver; and in whose
possession they now were? This he said, in order to drive away time till
John should come. | said that Capellus, and the ten principal men of
Tiberias, had them all; and I told him that they might ask them whether |
told a lie or not. And when they said they had them, he asked me, What is
become of those twenty pieces of gold which thou didst receive upon the
sale of a certain weight of uncoined money? I replied, that | had given them
to those ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance for them, when they were
sent by them to Jerusalem. So Jonathan and his colleagues said that | had
not done well to pay the ambassadors out of the public money. And when
the multitude were very angry at them for this, for they perceived the
wickedness of the men, | understood that a tumult was going to arise; and
being desirous to provoke the people to a greater rage against the men, |
said, “But if I have not done well in paying our ambassadors out of the
public stock, leave off your anger at me, for | will repay the twenty pieces
of gold myself.”

58. When | had said this, Jonathan and his colleagues held their peace; but
the people were still more irritated against them, upon their openly
showing their unjust ill-will to me. When Jesus saw this change in file
people, he ordered them to depart, but desired the senate to stay; for that
they could not examine things of such a nature in a tumult: and as the
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people were crying out that they would not leave me alone, there came one
and told Jesus and his friends privately, that John and his armed men were
at hand: whereupon Jonathan and his colleagues, being able to contain
themselves no longer, (and perhaps the providence of God hereby
procuring my deliverance, for had not this been so, | had certainly been
destroyed by John,) said, “O you people of Tiberias! leave off this
inquiry about the twenty pieces of gold; for Josephus hath not deserved to
die for them; but he hath deserved it by his desire of tyrannizing, and by
cheating the multitude of the Galileans with his speeches, in order to gain
the dominion over them.” When he had said this, they presently laid hands
upon me, and endeavored to kill me: but as soon as those that were with
me saw what they did, they drew their swords, and threatened to smite
them, if they offered any violence to me. The people also took up stones,
and were about to throw them at Jonathan; and so they snatched me from
the violence of my enemies.

59. But as | was gone out a little way, | was just upon meeting John, who
was marching with his armed men. So | was afraid of him, and turned
aside, and escaped by a narrow passage to the lake, and seized on a ship,
and embarked in it, and sailed over to Tarichese. So, beyond my
expectation, | escaped this danger. Whereupon | presently sent for the
chief of the Galileans, and told them after what manner, against all faith
given, | had been very near to destruction from Jonathan and his
colleagues, and the people of Tiberias. Upon which the multitude of the
Galileans were very. angry, and encouraged me to delay no longer to make
war upon them, but to permit them to go against John, and utterly to
destroy him, as well as Jonathan and his colleagues. However, | restrained
them, though they were in such a rage, and desired them to tarry a while,
till we should be informed what orders those ambassadors, that were sent
by them to the city of Jerusalem, should bring thence; for I told them that
it was best for them to act according to their determination; whereupon
they were prevailed on. At which time, also, John, when the snares he had
laid did not take effect, returned back to Gischala.

60. Now, in a few days, those ambassadors whom he had sent, came back
again and informed us, that the people were greatly provoked at Ananus,

and Simon the son of Gamaliel, and their friends; that, without any public
determination, they had sent to Galilee, and had done their endeavors that
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I might be turned out of the government. The ambassadors said further,
that the people were ready to burn their houses. They also brought letters,
whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, at the earnest petition of the people,
confirmed me in the government of Galilee, and enjoined Jonathan and his
colleagues to return home quickly. When I had gotten these letters, | came
to the village Arbela, where | procured an assembly of the Galileans to
meet, and bid the ambassadors declare to them the anger of the people of
Jerusalem at what had been done by Jonathan and his colleagues, and how
much they hated their wicked doings, and how they had confirmed me in
the government of their country, as also what related to the order they had
in writing for Jonathan and his colleagues to return home. So | immediately
sent them the letter, and bid him that carried it to inquire, as well as he
could, how they intended to act [on this occasion.]

61. Now, when they had received that letter, and were thereby greatly
disturbed, they sent for John, and for the senators of Tiberias, and for the
principal men of the Gabarens, and proposed to hold a council, and desired
them to consider what was to be done by them. However, the governors of
Tiberias were greatly disposed to keep the government to themselves; for
they said it was not fit to desert their city, now it was committed to their
trust, and that otherwise | should not delay to fall upon them; for they
pretended falsely that so | had threatened to do. Now John was not only
of their opinion, but advised them, that two of them should go to accuse
me before the multitude [at Jerusalem], that | do not manage the affairs of
Galilee as | ought to do; and that they would easily persuade the people,
because of their dignity, and because the whole multitude are very
mutable. When, therefore, it appeared that John had suggested the wisest
advice to them, they resolved that two of them, Jonathan and Ananias,
should go to the people of Jerusalem, and the other two [Simon and
Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at Tiberins. They also took along
with them a hundred soldiers for their guard.

62. However, the governors of Tiberias took care to have their city secured
with walls, and commanded their inhabitants to take their arms. They also
sent for a great many soldiers from John, to assist them against me, if there
should be occasion for them. Now John was at Gischala. Jonathan,
therefore, and those that were with him, when they were departed from
Tiberias, and as soon as they were come to Dabaritta, a village that lay in
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the utmost parts of Galilee, in the great plain, they, about midnight, fell
among the guards | had set, who both commanded them to lay aside their
weapons, and kept them in bonds upon the place, as | had charged them to
do. This news was written to me by Levi, who had the command of that
guard committed to him by me. Hereupon | said nothing of it for two
days; and, pretending to know nothing about it, | sent a message to the
people of Tiberias, and advised them to lay their arms aside, and to
dismiss their men, that they might go home. But, supposing that Jonathan,
and those that were with him, were already arrived at Jerusalem, they
made reproachful answers to me; yet was | not terrified thereby, but
contrived another stratagem against them, for | did not think it agreeable
with piety to kindle the fire of war against the citizens. As | was desirous
to draw those men away from Tiberias, | chose out ten thousand of the
best of my armed men, and divided them into three bodies, and ordered
them to go privately, and lie still as an ambush, in the villages. I also led a
thousand into another village, which lay indeed in the mountains, as did
the others, but only four furlongs distant from Tiberias; and gave orders,
that when they saw my signal, they should come down immediately, while
I myself lay with my soldiers in the sight of every body. Hereupon the
people of Tiberias, at the sight of me, came running out of the city
perpetually, and abused me greatly. Nay, their madness was come to that
height, that they made a decent bier for me, and, standing about it, they
mourned over me in the way of jest and sport; and | could not but be
myself in a pleasant humor upon the sight of this madness of theirs.

63. And now being desirous to catch Simon by a wile, and Joazar with
him, | sent a message to them, and desired them to come a little way out of
the city, and many of their friends to guard them,; for | said | would come
down to them, and make a league with them, and divide the government of
Galilee with them. Accordingly, Simon was deluded on account of his
imprudence, and out of the hopes of gain, and did not delay to come; but
Joazar, suspecting snares were laid for him, staid behind. So when Simon
was come out, and his friends with him, for his guard, I met him, and
saluted him with great civility, and professed that | was obliged to him for
his coming up to me; but a little while afterward | walked along with him
as though 1 would say something to him by myself; and when | had drawn
him a good way from his friends, | took him about the middle, and gave
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him to my friends that were with me, to carry him into a village; and,
commanding my armed men to come down, | with them made an assault
upon Tiberias. Now, as the fight grew hot on both sides, and the soldiers
belonging to Tiberias were in a fair way to conquer me, (for my armed men
were already fled away,) | saw the posture of my affairs; and encouraging
those that were with me, | pursued those of Tiberias, even when they
were already conguerors, into the city. | also sent another band of soldiers
into the city by the lake, and gave them orders to set on fire the first house
they could seize upon. When this was done, the people of Tiberinas
thought that their city was taken by force, and so threw down their arms
for fear, and implored, they, their wives, and children, that | would spare
their city. So | was over-persuaded by their entreaties, and restrained the
soldiers from the vehemency with which they pursued them; while |
myself, upon the coming on of the evening, returned back with my
soldiers, and went to refresh myself. | also invited Simon to sup with me,
and comforted him on occasion of what had happened; and | promised that
I would send him safe and secure to Jerusalem, and withal would give him
provisions for his journey thither.

64. But on the next day, | brought ten thousand armed men with me, and
came to Tiberias. | then sent for the principal men of the multitude into
the public place, and enjoined them to tell me who were the authors of the
revolt; and when they told me who the men were, | sent them bound to the
city Jotapata. But as to Jonathan and Ananias, | freed them from their
bonds, and gave them provisions for their journey, together with Simon
and Joazar, and five hundred armed men who should guard them; and so |
sent them to Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias also came to me again, and
desired that | would forgive them for what they had done; and they said
they would amend what they had done amiss with regard to me, by their
fidelity for the time to come; and they besought me to preserve what
spoils remained upon the plunder of the city, for those that had lost them.
Accordingly, I enjoined those that had got them, to bring them all before
us; and when they did not comply for a great while, and | saw one of the
soldiers that were about me with a garment on that was more splendid
than ordinary, | asked him whence he had it; and when he replied that he
had it out of the plunder of the city, | had him punished with stripes; and |
threatened all the rest to inflict a severer punishment upon them, unless
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they produced before us whatsoever they had plundered; and when a great
many spoils were brought together, | restored to every one of Tiberias
what they claimed to be their own.

65. And now | am come to this part of my narration, | have a mind to say
a few things to Justus, who hath himself written a history concerning
these affairs, as also to others who profess to write history, but have little
regard to truth, and are not afraid, either out of ill-will or good-will to some
persons, to relate falsehoods. These men do like those who compose
forged deeds and conveyances; and because they are not brought to the like
punishment with them, they have no regard to truth. When, therefore,
Justus undertook to write about these facts, and about the Jewish war,
that he might appear to have been an industrious man, he falsified in what
he related about me, and could not speak truth even about his own
country; whence it is that, being belied by him, I am under a necessity to
make my defense; and so | shall say what | have concealed till now. And
let no one wonder that | have not told the world these things a great while
ago. For although it be necessary for an historian to write the truth, yet is
such a one not bound severely to animadvert on the wickedness of certain
men; not out of any favor to them, but out of an author’s own moderation.
How then comes it to pass, O Justus! thou most sagacious of writers,
(that I may address myself to him as if he were here present,) for so thou
boastest of thyself, that | and the Galileans have been the authors of that
sedition which thy country engaged in, both against the Romans and
against the king [Agrippa, junior] For before ever | was appointed
governor of Galilee by the community of Jerusalem, both thou and all the
people of Tiberias had not only taken up arms, but had made war with
Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, thou hadst ordered their villages to be
burnt, and a domestic servant of thine fell in the battle. Nor is it | only
who say this; but so it is written in the Commentaries of Vespasian, the
emperor; as also how the inhabitants of Decapolis came clamoring to
Vespasian at Ptolemais, and desired that thou, who wast the author [of
that war], mightest be brought to punishment. And thou hadst certainly
been punished at the command of Vespasian, had not king Agrippa, who
had power given him to have thee put to death, at the earnest entreaty of
his sister Bernice, changed the punishment from death into a long
imprisonment. Thy political administration of affairs afterward doth also
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clearly discover both thy other behavior in life, and that thou wast the
occasion of thy country’s revolt from the Romans; plain signs of which |
shall produce presently. | have also a mind to say a few things to the rest
of the people of Tiberias on thy account, and to demonstrate to those that
light upon this history, that you bare no good-will, neither to the Romans,
nor to the king. To be sure, the greatest cities of Galilee, O Justus! were
Sepphoris, and thy country Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in the very
midst of Galilee, and having many villages about it, and able with ease to
have been bold and troublesome to the Romans, if they had so pleased, yet
did it resolve to continue faithful to those their masters, and at the same
time excluded me out of their city, and prohibited all their citizens from
joining with the Jews in the war; and, that they might be out of danger
from me, they, by a wile, got leave of me to fortify their city with walls:
they also, of their own accord, admitted of a garrison of Roman legions,
sent them by Cestlus Gallus, who was then president of Syria, and so had
me in contempt, though | was then very powerful, and all were greatly
afraid of me; and at the same time that the greatest of our cities, Jerusalem,
was besieged, and that temple of ours, which belonged to us all, was in
danger of falling under the enemy’s power, they sent no assistance thither,
as not willing to have it thought they would bear arms against the Romans.
But as for thy country, O Justus: situated upon the lake of Gennesareth,
and distance from Hippos thirty furlongs, from Gadara sixty, and from
Scythopolis, which was under the king’s jurisdiction, a hundred and
twenty; when there was no Jewish city near, it might easily have
preserved its fidelity [to the Romans,] if it had so pleased them to do, for
the city and its people had plenty of weapons. But, as thou sayest, | was
then the author [of their revolts]. And pray, O Justus! who was that
author afterwards? For thou knowest that | was in the power of the
Romans before Jerusalem was besieged, and before the same time Jotapata
was taker by force, as well as many other fortresses, and a great many of
the Galileans fell in the war. It was therefore then a proper time, when you
were certainly freed from any fear on my account, to throw away your
weapons, and to demonstrate to the king and to the Romans, that it was
not of choice, but as forced by necessity, that you fell into the war against
them; but you staid till Vespasian came himself as far as your walls, with
his whole army; and then you did indeed lay aside your weapons out of
fear, and your city had for certain been taken by force, unless Vespasian
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had complied with the king’s supplication for you, and had excused your
madness. It was not I, therefore, who was the author of this, but your own
inclinations to war. Do not you remember how often | got you under my
power, and yet put none of you to death? Nay, you once fell into a tumult
one against another, and slew one hundred and eighty-five of your citizens,
not on account of your good-will to the king and to the Romans, but on
account of your own wickedness, and this while | was besieged by the
Romans in Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were there not reckoned up two
thousand of the people of Tiberias during the siege of Jerusalem, some of
whom were slain, and the rest caught and carried captives? But thou wilt
pretend that thou didst not engage in the war, since thou didst flee to the
king. Yes, indeed, thou didst flee to him; but I say it was out of fear of me.
Thou sayest, indeed, that it is | who am a wicked man. But then, for what
reason was it that king Agrippa, who procured thee thy life when thou
wast condemned to die by Vespian, and who bestowed so much riches
upon thee, did twice afterward put thee in bonds, and as often obliged thee
to run away from thy country, and, when he had once ordered thee to be
put to death, he granted thee a pardon at the earnest desire of Bernice?
And when (after so many of thy wicked pranks) he made thee his
secretary, he caught thee falsifying his epistles, and drove thee away from
his sight. But I shall not inquire accurately into these matters of scandal
against thee. Yet cannot I but wonder at thy impudence, when thou hast
the assurance to say, that thou hast better related these affairs [of the war]
than have all the others that have written about them, whilst thou didst
not know what was done in Galilee; for thou wast then at Berytus with
the king; nor didst thou know how much the Romans suffered at the siege
of Jotapata, or what miseries they brought upon us; nor couldst thou learn
by inquiry what | did during that siege myself; for all those that might
afford such information were quite destroyed in that siege. But perhaps
thou wilt say, thou hast written of what was done against the people of
Jerusalem exactly. But how should that be? for neither wast thou
concerned in that war, nor hast thou read the commentaries of Caesar; of
which we have evident proof, because thou hast contradicted those
commentaries of Caesar in thy history. But if thou art so hardy as to
affirm, that thou hast written that history better than all the rest, why
didst thou not publish thy history while the emperors Vespasian and
Titus, the generals in that war, as well as king Agrippa and his family, who
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were men very well skilled in the learning of the Greeks, were all alive? for
thou hast had it written these twenty years, and then mightest thou have
had the testimony of thy accuracy. But now when these men are no longer
with us, and thou thinkest thou canst not be contradicted, thou venturest
to publish it. But then | was not in like manner afraid of my own writing,
but | offered my books to the emperors themselves, when the facts were
almost under men’s eyes; for | was conscious to myself, that | had
observed the truth of the facts; and as | expected to have their attestation
to them, so | was not deceived in such expectation. Moreover, |
immediately presented my history to many other persons, some of whom
were concerned in the war, as was king Agrippa and some of his kindred.
Now the emperor Titus was so desirous that the knowledge of these
affairs should be taken from these books alone, that he subscribed his own
hand to them, and ordered that they should be published; and for king
Agrippa, he wrote me sixty-two letters, and attested to the truth of what |
had therein delivered; two of which letters | have here subjoined, and thou
mayst thereby know their contents: — “King Agrippa to Josephus,
however, when thou comest to me, | will inform thee of a great many
things which thou dost not know.” So when this history was perfected,
Agrippa, neither by way of flattery, which was not agreeable to him, nor
by way of irony, as thou wilt say, (for he was entirely a stranger to such
an evil disposition of mind,) but he wrote this by way of attestation to
what was true, as all that read histories may do. And so much shall be said
concerning Justus * which I am obliged to add by way of digression.

66. Now, when | had settled the affairs of Tiberias, and had assembled my
friends as a sanhedrim, | consulted what | should do as to John.
Whereupon it appeared to be the opinion of all the Galileans, that I should
arm them all, and march against John, and punish him as the author of all
the disorders that had happened. Yet was not | pleased with their
determination; as purposing to compose these troubles without bloodshed.
Upon this | exhorted them to use the utmost care to learn the names of all
that were under John; which when they had done, and I thereby was
apprized who the men were, | published an edict, wherein | offered
security and my right hand to such of John’s party as had a mind to
repent; and | allowed twenty days’ time to such as would take this most
advantageous course for themselves. | also threatened, that unless they
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threw down their arms, | would burn their houses, and expose their goods
to public sale. When the men heard of this, they were in no small disorder,
and deserted John; and to the number of four thousand threw down their
arms, and came to me. So that no others staid with John but his own
citizens, and about fifteen hundred strangers that came from the
metropolis of Tyre; and when John saw that he had been outwitted by my
stratagem, he continued afterward in his own country, and was in great
fear of me.

67. But about this time it was that the people of Sepphoris grew insolent,
and took up arms, out of a confidence they had in the strength of their
walls, and because they saw me engaged in other affairs also. So they sent
to Cestius Gallus, who was president of Syria, and desired that he would
either come quickly to them, and take their city under his protection, or
send them a garrison. Accordingly, Gallus promised them to come, but did
not send word when he would come: and when | had learned so much, I
took the soldiers that were with me, and made an assault upon the people
of Sepphoris, and took the city by force. The Galileans took this
opportunity, as thinking they had now a proper time for showing their
hatred to them, since they bore ill-will to that city also. They then exerted
themselves, as if they would destroy them all utterly, with those that
sojourned there also. So they ran upon them, and set their houses on fire,
as finding them without inhabitants; for the men, out of fear, ran together
to the citadel. So the Galileans carried off every thing, and omitted no kind
of desolation which they could bring upon their countrymen. When | saw
this, | was exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them to leave off,
and put them in mind that it was not agreeable to piety to do such things
to their countrymen: but since they neither would hearken to what |
exhorted, nor to what I commanded them to do, (for the hatred they bore
to the people there was too hard for my exhortations to them,) | bade
those my friends, who were most faithful to me, and were about me, to
give on reports, as if the Romans were falling upon the other part of the
city with a great army; and this I did, that, by such a report being spread
abroad, I might restrain the violence of the Galileans, and preserve the city
of Sepphoris. And at length this stratagem had its effect; for, upon hearing
this report, they were in fear for themselves, and so they left off
plundering and ran away; and this more especially, because they saw me,
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their general, do the same also; for, that | might cause this report to be
believed, | pretended to be in fear as well as they. Thus were the
inhabitants of Sepphoris unexpectedly preserved by this contrivance of
mine.

68. Nay, indeed, Tiberias had like to have been plundered by the Galileans
also upon the following occasion: — The chief men of the senate wrote to
the king, and desired that he would come to them, and take possession of
their city. The king promised to come, and wrote a letter in answer to
theirs, and gave it to one of his bed-chamber, whose name was Crispus,
and who was by birth a Jew, to carry it to Tiberias. When the Galileans
knew that this man carried such a letter, they caught him, and brought him
to me; but as soon as the whole multitude heard of it, they were enraged,
and betook themselves to their arms. So a great many of them together
from all quarters the next day, and came to the city Asochis, where | then
lodged, and made heavy clamors, and called the city of Tiberias a traitor to
them, and a friend to the king; and desired leave of me to go down and
utterly destroy it; for they bore the like ill-will to the people of Tiberias,
as they did to those of Sepphoris.

69. When | heard this, | was in doubt what to do, and hesitated by what
means | might deliver Tiberias from the rage of the Galileans; for I could
not deny that those of Tiborias had written to the king, and invited him to
come to them; for his letters to them, in answer thereto, would fully prove
the truth of that. So | sat a long time musing with myself, and then said to
them, “I know well enough that the people of Tiberias have offended; nor
shall I forbid you to plunder the city. However, such things ought to be
done with discretion; for they of Tiberias have not been the only betrayers
of our liberty, but many of the most eminent patriots of the Galileans, as
they pretended to be, have done the same. Tarry therefore till | shall
thoroughly find out those authors of our danger, and then you shall have
them all at once under your power, with all such as you shall yourselves
bring in also.” Upon my saying this, | pacifie the multitude, and they left
off their anger, and went their ways; and | gave orders that he who brought
the king’s letters should be put into bonds; but in a few days | pretended
that | was obliged, by a necessary affair of my own, to out of the kingdom.
| then called Crispus privately, and ordered him to make the soldier that
kept him drunk, and to run away to the king. So when Tiberias was in
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danger of being utterly destroyed a second time, it escaped the danger by
my skillful management, and the care that | had for its preservation.

70. About this time it was that Justus, the son of Pistus, without my
knowledge, ran away to the king; the occasion of which | will here relate.
Upon the beginning of the war between the Jews and Romans, the people
of Tiberias resolved to submit to the king, and not to revolt from the
Romans; while Justus tried to persuade them to betake themselves to their
arms, as being himself desirous of innovations, and having hopes of
obtaining the government of Galilee, as well as of his own country
[Tiberias] also. Yet did he not obtain what he hoped for, because the
Galileans bore ill-will to those of Tiberias, and this on account of their
anger at what miseries they had suffered from them before the war; thence
it was that they would not endure that Justus should be their governor. |
myself also, who had been intrusted by the community of Jerusalem with
the government of Galilee, did frequently come to that degree of rage at
Justus, that | had almost resolved to kill him, as not able to bear his
mischievous disposition. He was therefore much afraid of me, lest at
length my passion should come to extremity; so he went to the king, as
supposing that he would dwell better and more safely with him.

71. Now, when the people of Sepphoris had, in so surprising a manner,
escaped their first danger, they sent to Cestius Gallus, and desired him to
come to them immediately, and take possession of their city, or else to
send forces sufficient to repress all their enemies’ incursions upon them;
and at the last they did prevail with Gallus to send them a considerable
army, both of horse and foot, which came in the night time, and which
they admitted into the city. But when the country round about it was
harassed by the Roman army, | took those soldiers that were about me,
and came to Garisme, where | cast up a bank, a good way off the city
Sepphoris; and when | was at twenty furlongs distance, | came upon it by
night, and made an assault upon its walls with my forces; and when | had
ordered a considerable number of my soldiers to scale them with ladders, |
became master of the greatest part of the city. But soon after, our
unacquaintedness with the places forced us to retire, after we had killed
twelve of the Roman footmen, and two horsemen, and a few of the people
of Sepphoris, with the loss of only a single man of our own. And when it
afterwards came to a battle in the plain against the horsemen, and we had
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undergone the dangers of it courageously for a long time, we were beaten;
for upon the Romans encompassing me about, my soldiers were afraid,
and fell back. There fell in that battle one of those that had been intrusted
to guard my body; his name was Justus, who at this time had the same
post with the king. At the same time also there came forces, both
horsemen and footmen, from the king, and Sylla their commander, who
was the captain of his guard: this Sylla pitched his camp at five furlongs’
distance from Julias, and set a guard upon the roads, both that which led to
Cana, and that which led to the fortress Gamala, that he might hinder their
inhabitants from getting provisions out of Galilee.

72. As soon as | had gotten intelligence of this, | sent two thousand armed
men, and a captain over them, whose name was Jeremiah, who raised a
bank a furlong off Julias, near to the river Jordan, and did no more than
skirmish with the enemy; till | took three thousand soldiers myself, and
came to them. But on the next day, when | had laid an ambush in a certain
valley, not far from the banks, | provoked those that belonged to the king
to come to a battle, and gave orders to my own soldiers to turn their backs
upon them, until they should have drawn the enemy away from their
camp, and brought them out into the field, which was done accordingly;
for Sylla, supposing that our party did really run away, was ready to
pursue them, when our soldiers that lay in ambush took them on their
backs, and put them all into great disorder. | also immediately made a
sudden turn with my own forces, and met those of the king’s party, and
put them to flight. And | had performed great things that day, if a certain
fate had not been my hinderance; for the horse on which I rode, and upon
whose back | fought, fell into a quagmire, and threw me on the ground, and
| was bruised on my wrist, and carried into a village named Cepharnome,
or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were afraid | had
been worse hurt than | was; and so they did not go on with their pursuit
any further, but returned in very great concern for me. | therefore sent for
the physicians, and while | was under their hands, | continued feverish
that day; and as the physicians directed, | was that night removed to
Taricheee.

73. When Sylla and his party were informed what happened to me, they
took courage again; and understanding that the watch was negligently kept
in our camp, they by night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond
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Jordan, and when it was day they provoked us to fight; and as we did not
refuse it, but came into the plain, their horsemen appeared out of that
ambush in which they had lain, and put our men into disorder, and made
them run away; so they slew six men of our side. Yet did they not go off
with the victory at last; for when they heard that some armed men were
sailed from Taricheae to Juli, they were afraid, and retired.

74. It was not now long before VVespasian came to Tyre, and king Agrippa
with him; but the Tyrians began to speak reproachfully of the king, and
called him an enemy to the Romans. For they said that Philip, the general
of his army, had betrayed the royal palace and the Roman forces that were
in Jerusalem, and that it was done by his command. When Vespasian heard
of this report, he rebuked the Tyrians for abusing a man who was both a
king and a friend to the Romans; but he exhorted the king to send Philip to
Rome, to answer for what he had done before Nero. But when Philip was
sent thither, he did not come into the sight of Nero, for he found him very
near death, on account of the troubles that then happened, and a civil war;
and so he returned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to
Ptolemais, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a clamor against
Justus of Tiberias, because he had set their villages on fire: so VVespasian
delivered him to the king, to he put to death by those under the king’s
jurisdiction; yet did the king only put him into bonds, and concealed what
he had done from Vespasian, as | have before related. But the people of
Sepphoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces sent him, with
Placidus their commander: he also went up with them, as I also followed
them, till Vespasian came into Galilee. As to which coming of his, and
after what manner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with
me near the village Taricheae, and how from thence they went to Jotapata,
and how | was taken alive, and bound, and how | was afterward loosed,
with all that was done by me in the Jewish war, and during the siege of
Jerusalem, | have accurately related them in the books concerning the War
of the Jews. However, it will, | think, he fit for me to add now an account
of those actions of my life which I have not related in that book of the
Jewish war.

75. For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and | was among the
Romans, | was kept with much Care, by means of the great respect that
Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at his command, | married a virgin, who
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was from among the captives of that country ™2 yet did she not live with

me long, but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and my
going to Alexandria. However, | married another wife at Alexandria, and
was thence sent, together with Titus, to the siege of Jerusalem, and was
frequently in danger of being put to death; while both the Jews were very
desirous to get me under their power, in order to haw me punished. And
the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that it was
occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clamors to the emperors,
and desired that they would bring me to punishment, as a traitor to them:
but Titus Caesar was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune of war,
and returned no answer to the soldiers’ vehement solicitations against me.
Moreover, when the city Jerusalem was taken by force, Titus Caesar
persuaded me frequently to take whatsoever | would of the ruins of my
country; and did that he gave me leave so to do. But when my country
was destroyed, | thought nothing else to be of any value, which I could
take and keep as a comfort under my calamities; so | made this request to
Titus, that my family might have their liberty: | had also the holy books
fa26 hy Titus’s concession. Nor was it long after that | asked of him the life
of my brother, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. When |
also went once to the temple, by the permission of Titus, where there
were a great multitude of captive women and children, I got all those that |
remembered as among my own friends and acquaintances to be set free,
being in number about one hundred and ninety; and so | delivered them
without their paying any price of redemption, and restored them to their
former fortune. And when | was sent by Titus Caesar with Cerealins, and
a thousand horsemen, to a certain village called Thecoa, in order to know
whether it were a place fit for a camp, as | came back, | saw many captives
crucified, and remembered three of them as my former acquaintance. | was
very sorry at this in my mind, and went with tears in my eyes to Titus,
and told him of them; so he immediately commanded them to be taken
down, and to have the greatest care taken of them, in order to their
recovery; yet two of them died under the physician’s hands, while the
third recovered.

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Judea, and conjectured
that the lands which I had in Judea would bring me no profit, because a
garrison to guard the country was afterward to pitch there, he gave me
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another country in the plain. And when he was going away to Rome, he
made choice of me to sail along with him, and paid me great respect: and
when we were come to Rome, | had great care taken of me by Vespasian;
for he gave me an apartment in his own house, which he lived in before he
came to the empire. He also honored me with the privilege of a Roman
citizen, and gave me an annual pension; and continued to respect me to the
end of his life, without any abatement of his kindness to me; which very
thing made me envied, and brought me into danger; for a certain Jew,
whose name was Jonathan, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had
persuaded two thousand men of that country to join with him, was the
occasion of their ruin. But when he was bound by the governor of that
country, and sent to the emperor, he told him that I had sent him both
weapons and money. However, he could not conceal his being a liar from
Vespasian, who condemned him to die; according to which sentence he was
put to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied my good fortune did
frequently bring accusations against me, by God’s providence | escaped
them all. I also received from Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free
gift, in Judea; about which time I divorced my wife also, as not pleased
with her behavior, though not till she had been the mother of three
children, two of whom are dead, and one whom I named Hyrcanus, is alive.
After this I married a wife who had lived at Crete, but a Jewess by birth: a
woman she was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illustrious
in all the country, and whose character was beyond that of most other
women, as her future life did demonstrate. By her | had two sons; the
elder’s name was Justus, and the next Simonides, who was also named
Agrippa. And these were the circumstances of my domestic affairs.
However, the kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same; for
when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in the government,
kept up the same respect for me which | had from his father; and when |
had frequent accusations laid against me, he would not believe them. And
Domitian, who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me; for he
punished those Jews that were my accusers, and gave command that a
servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my accuser, should be punished.
He also made that country | had in Judea tax free, which is a mark of the
greatest honor to him who hath it; nay, Domitia, the wife of Caesar,
continued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of the actions of
my whole life; and let others judge of my character by them as they please.
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But to thee, O Epaphroditus, 27 thou most excellent of men! do | dedicate
all this treatise of our Antiquities; and so, for the present, | here conclude
the whole.
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THE 8!

ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS

PREFACE

1. THose who undertake to write histories, do not, | perceive, take that
trouble on one and the same account, but for many reasons, and those such
as are very different one from another. For some of them apply
themselves to this part of learning to show their skill in composition, and
that they may therein acquire a reputation for speaking finely: others of
them there are, who write histories in order to gratify those that happen to
be concerned in them, and on that account have spared no pains, but rather
gone beyond their own abilities in the performance: but others there are,
who, of necessity and by force, are driven to write history, because they
are concerned in the facts, and so cannot excuse themselves from
committing them to writing, for the advantage of posterity; nay, there are
not a few who are induced to draw their historical facts out of darkness
into light, and to produce them for the benefit of the public, on account of
the great importance of the facts themselves with which they have been
concerned. Now of these several reasons for writing history, | must
profess the two last were my own reasons also; for since | was myself
interested in that war which we Jews had with the Romans, and knew
myself its particular actions, and what conclusion it had, | was forced to
give the history of it, because | saw that others perverted the truth of
those actions in their writings.

2. Now | have undertaken the present work, as thinking it will appear to
all the Greeks ™2 worthy of their study; for it will contain all our
antiquities, and the constitution of our government, as interpreted out of
the Hebrew Scriptures. And indeed | did formerly intend, when | wrote of
the war, ™ to explain who the Jews originally were, — what fortunes they
had been subject to, — and by what legislature they had been instructed in
piety, and the exercise of other virtues, — what wars also they had made
in remote ages, till they were unwillingly engaged in this last with the
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Romans: but because this work would take up a great compass, |
separated it into a set treatise by itself, with a beginning of its own, and its
own conclusion; but in process of time, as usually happens to such as
undertake great things, | grew weary and went on slowly, it being a large
subject, and a difficult thing to translate our history into a foreign, and to
us unaccustomed language. However, some persons there were who
desired to know our history, and so exhorted me to go on with it; and,
above all the rest, Epaphroditus, ™ a man who is a lover of all kind of
learning, but is principally delighted with the knowledge of history, and
this on account of his having been himself concerned in great affairs, and
many turns of fortune, and having shown a wonderful rigor of an excellent
nature, and an immovable virtuous resolution in them all. | yielded to this
man’s persuasions, who always excites such as have abilities in what is
useful and acceptable, to join their endeavors with his. | was also ashamed
myself to permit any laziness of disposition to have a greater influence
upon me, than the delight of taking pains in such studies as were very
useful: I thereupon stirred up myself, and went on with my work more
cheerfully. Besides the foregoing motives, | had others which | greatly
reflected on; and these were, that our forefathers were willing to
communicate such things to others; and that some of the Greeks took
considerable pains to know the affairs of our nation.

3. | found, therefore, that the second of the Ptolemies was a king who was
extraordinarily diligent in what concerned learning, and the collection of
books; that he was also peculiarly ambitious to procure a translation of
our law, and of the constitution of our government therein contained, into
the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar the high priest, one not inferior to any
other of that dignity among us, did not envy the forenamed king the
participation of that advantage, which otherwise he would for certain have
denied him, but that he knew the custom of our nation was, to hinder
nothing of what we esteemed ourselves from being communicated to
others. Accordingly, I thought it became me both to imitate the generosity
of our high priest, and to suppose there might even now be many lovers of
learning like the king; for he did not obtain all our writings at that time; but
those who were sent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the
books of the law, while there were a vast number of other matters in our
sacred books. They, indeed, contain in them the history of five thousand
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years; in which time happened many strange accidents, many chances of
war, and great actions of the commanders, and mutations of the form of
our government. Upon the whole, a man that will peruse this history, may
principally learn from it, that all events succeed well, even to an incredible
degree, and the reward of felicity is proposed by God; but then it is to
those that follow his will, and do not venture to break his excellent laws:
and that so far as men any way apostatize from the accurate observation
of them, what was practical before becomes impracticable ™ and
whatsoever they set about as a good thing, is converted into an incurable
calamity. And now | exhort all those that peruse these books, to apply
their minds to God; and to examine the mind of our legislator, whether he
hath not understood his nature in a manner worthy of him; and hath not
ever ascribed to him such operations as become his power, and hath not
preserved his writings from those indecent fables which others have
framed, although, by the great distance of time when he lived, he might
have securely forged such lies; for he lived two thousand years ago; at
which vast distance of ages the poets themselves have not been so hardy
as to fix even the generations of their gods, much less the actions of their
men, or their own laws. As | proceed, therefore, I shall accurately describe
what is contained in our records, in the order of time that belongs to them;
for | have already promised so to do throughout this undertaking; and this
without adding any thing to what is therein contained, or taking away any
thing therefrom.

4. But because almost all our constitution depends on the wisdom of
Moses, our legislator, | cannot avoid saying somewhat concerning him
beforehand, though I shall do it briefly; I mean, because otherwise those
that read my book may wonder how it comes to pass, that my discourse,
which promises an account of laws and historical facts, contains so much
of philosophy. The reader is therefore to know, that Moses deemed it
exceeding necessary, that he who would conduct his own life well, and give
laws to others, in the first place should consider the Divine nature; and,
upon the contemplation of God’s operations, should thereby imitate the
best of all patterns, so far as it is possible for human nature to do, and to
endeavor to follow after it: neither could the legislator himself have a right
mind without such a contemplation; nor would any thing he should write
tend to the promotion of virtue in his readers; I mean, unless they be
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taught first of all, that God is the Father and Lord of all things, and sees all
things, and that thence he bestows a happy life upon those that follow
him; but plunges such as do not walk in the paths of virtue into inevitable
miseries. Now when Moses was desirous to teach this lesson to his
countrymen, he did not begin the establishment of his laws after the same
manner that other legislators did; I mean, upon contracts and other rights
between one man and another, but by raising their minds upwards to
regard God, and his creation of the world; and by persuading them, that we
men are the most excellent of the creatures of God upon earth. Now when
once he had brought them to submit to religion, he easily persuaded them
to submit in all other things: for as to other legislators, they followed
fables, and by their discourses transferred the most reproachful of human
vices unto the gods, and afforded wicked men the most plausible excuses
for their crimes; but as for our legislator, when he had once demonstrated
that God was possessed of perfect virtue, he supposed that men also
ought to strive after the participation of it; and on those who did not so
think, and so believe, he inflicted the severest punishments. I exhort,
therefore, my readers to examine this whole undertaking in that view; for
thereby it will appear to them, that there is nothing therein disagreeable
either to the majesty of God, or to his love to mankind; for all things have
here a reference to the nature of the universe; while our legislator speaks
some things wisely, but enigmatically, and others under a decent allegory,
but still explains such things as required a direct explication plainly and
expressly. However, those that have a mind to know the reasons of every
thing, may find here a very curious philosophical theory, which | now
indeed shall wave the explication of; but if God afford me time for it, | will
set about writing it ™° after I have finished the present work. I shall now
betake myself to the history before me, after | have first mentioned what
Moses says of the creation of the world, which | find described in the
sacred books after the manner following.
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BOOK 1

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THREE THOUSAND EIGHT
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE YEARS.

FROM THE CREATION TO THE
DEATH OF ISAAC

CHAPTER 1

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD AND THE DISPOSITION
OF THE ELEMENTS.

1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. But when the
earth did not come into sight, but was covered with thick darkness, and a
wind moved upon its surface, God commanded that there should be light:
and when that was made, he considered the whole mass, and separated the
light and the darkness; and the name he gave to one was Night, and the
other he called Day: and he named the beginning of light, and the time of
rest, The Evening and The Morning, and this was indeed the first day. But
Moses said it was one day; the cause of which I am able to give even now;
but because | have promised to give such reasons for all things in a treatise
by itself, I shall put off its exposition till that time. After this, on the
second day, he placed the heaven over the whole world, and separated it
from the other parts, and he determined it should stand by itself. He also
placed a crystalline [firmament] round it, and put it together in a manner
agreeable to the earth, and fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and for
affording the advantage of dews. On the third day he appointed the dry
land to appear, with the sea itself round about it; and on the very same
day he made the plants and the seeds to spring out of the earth. On the
fourth day he adorned the heaven with the sun, the moon, and the other
stars, and appointed them their motions and courses, that the vicissitudes



79

of the seasons might be clearly signified. And on the fifth day he produced
the living creatures, both those that swim, and those that fly; the former in
the sea, the latter in the air: he also sorted them as to society and mixture,
for procreation, and that their kinds might increase and multiply. On the
sixth day he created the four-footed beasts, and made them male and
female: on the same day he also formed man. Accordingly Moses says,
That in just six days the world, and all that is therein, was made. And that
the seventh day was a rest, and a release from the labor of such operations;
whence it is that we Celebrate a rest from our labors on that day, and call
it the Sabbath, which word denotes rest in the Hebrew tongue.

2. Moreover, Moses, after the seventh day was over™ begins to talk

philosophically; and concerning the formation of man, says thus: That
God took dust from the ground, and formed man, and inserted in him a
spirit and a soul.™ This man was called Adam, which in the Hebrew
tongue signifies one that is red, because he was formed out of red earth,
compounded together; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. God also
presented the living creatures, when he had made them, according to their
kinds, both male and female, to Adam, who gave them those names by
which they are still called. But when he saw that Adam had no female
companion, no society, for there was no such created, and that he
wondered at the other animals which were male and female, he laid him
asleep, and took away one of his ribs, and out of it formed the woman;
whereupon Adam knew her when she was brought to him, and
acknowledged that she was made out of himself. Now a woman is called in
the Hebrew tongue Issa; but the name of this woman was Eve, which
signifies the mother of all living.

3. Moses says further, that God planted a paradise in the east, flourishing
with all sorts of trees; and that among them was the tree of life, and
another of knowledge, whereby was to be known what was good and evil,
and that when he brought Adam and his wife into this garden, he
commanded;hem to take care of the plants. Now the garden was watered
by one river, which ran round about the whole earth, and was parted
into four parts. And Phison, which denotes a multitude, running into India,
makes its exit into the sea, and is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates
also, as well as Tigris, goes down into the Red Sea.” Now the name
Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion, or a flower: by Tiris, or



80

Diglath, is signified what is swift, with narrowness; and Geon runs
through Egypt, and denotes what arises from the east, which the Greeks
call Nile.

4. God therefore commanded that Adam and his wife should eat of all the
rest of the plants, but to abstain from the tree of knowledge; and foretold
to them, that if they touched it, it would prove their destruction. But while
all the living creatures had one language, * at that time the serpent, which
then lived together with Adam and his wife, shewed an envious
disposition, at his supposal of their living happily, and in obedience to the
commands of God; and imagining, that when they disobeyed them, they
would fall into calamities, he persuaded the woman, out of a malicious
intention, to taste of the tree of knowledge, telling them, that in that tree
was the knowledge of good and evil; which knowledge, when they should
obtain, they would lead a happy life; nay, a life not inferior to that of a
God: by which means he overcame the woman, and persuaded her to
despise the command of God. Now when she had tasted of that tree, and
was pleased with its fruit, she persuaded Adam to make use of it also.
Upon this they perceived that they were become naked to one another;
and being ashamed thus to appear abroad, they invented somewhat to
cover them; for the tree sharpened their understanding; and they covered
themselves with fig-leaves; and tying these before them, out of modesty,
they thought they were happier than they were before, as they had
discovered what they were in want of. But when God came into the
garden, Adam, who was wont before to come and converse with him, being
conscious of his wicked behavior, went out of the way. This behavior
surprised God; and he asked what was the cause of this his procedure; and
why he, that before delighted in that conversation, did now fly from it, and
avoid it. When he made no reply, as conscious to himself that he had
transgressed the command of God, God said, “I had before determined
about you both, how you might lead a happy life, without any affliction,
and care, and vexation of soul; and that all things which might contribute to
your enjoyment and pleasure should grow up by my providence, of their
own accord, without your own labor and pains-taking; which state of labor
and pains-taking would soon bring on old age, and death would not be at
any remote distance: but now thou hast abused this my good-will, and hast
disobeyed my commands; for thy silence is not the sign of thy virtue, but
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of thy evil conscience.” However, Adam excused his sin, and entreated
God not to be angry at him, and laid the blame of what was done upon his
wife; and said that he was deceived by her, and thence became an offender;
while she again accused the serpent. But God allotted him punishment,
because he weakly submitted to the counsel of his wife; and said the
ground should not henceforth yield its fruits of its own accord, but that
when it should be harassed by their labor, it should bring forth some of its
fruits, and refuse to bring forth others. He also made Eve liable to the
inconveniency of breeding, and the sharp pains of bringing forth children;
and this because she persuaded Adam with the same arguments wherewith
the serpent had persuaded her, and had thereby brought him into a
calamitous condition. He also deprived the serpent of speech, out of
indignation at his malicious disposition towards Adam. Besides this, he
inserted poison under his tongue, and made him an enemy to men; and
suggested to them, that they should direct their strokes against his head,
that being the place wherein lay his mischievous designs towards men, and
it being easiest to take vengeance on him, that way. And when he had
deprived him of the use of his feet, he made him to go rolling all along, and
dragging himself upon the ground. And when God had appointed these
penalties for them, he removed Adam and Eve out of the garden into
another place.
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CHAPTER 2

CONCERNING THE POSTERITY OF ADAM, AND THE TEN
GENERATIONS FROM HIM TO THE DELUGE,

1. Abam and Eve had two sons: the elder of them was named Cain; which
name, when it is interpreted, signifies a possession: the younger was Abel,
which signifies sorrow. They had also daughters. Now the two brethren
were pleased with different courses of life: for Abel, the younger, was a
lover of righteousness; and believing that God was present at all his
actions, he excelled in virtue; and his employment was that of a shepherd.
But Cain was not only very wicked in other respects, but was wholly
intent upon getting; and he first contrived to plough the ground. He slew
his brother on the occasion following: — They had resolved to sacrifice to
God. Now Cain brought the fruits of the earth, and of his husbandry; but
Abel brought milk, and the first-fruits of his flocks: but God was more
delighted with the latter oblation,® when he was honored with what grew
naturally of its own accord, than he was with what was the invention of a
covetous man, and gotten by forcing the ground; whence it was that Cain
was very angry that Abel was preferred by God before him; and he slew
his brother, and hid his dead body, thinking to escape discovery. But God,
knowing what had been done, came to Cain, and asked him what was
become of his brother, because he had not seen him of many days; whereas
he used to observe them conversing together at other times. But Cain was
in doubt with himself, and knew not what answer to give to God. At first
he said that he was himself at a loss about his brother’s disappearing; but
when he was provoked by God, who pressed him vehemently, as
resolving to know what the matter was, he replied, he was not his
brother’s guardian or keeper, nor was he an observer of what he did. But,
in return, God convicted Cain, as having been the murderer of his brother;
and said, “I wonder at thee, that thou knowest not what is become of a
man whom thou thyself hast destroyed.” God therefore did not inflict the
punishment [of death] upon him, on account of his offering sacrifice, and
thereby making supplication to him not to be extreme in his wrath to him;
but he made him accursed, and threatened his posterity in the seventh
generation. He also cast him, together with his wife, out of that land. And
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when he was afraid that in wandering about he should fall among Wild
beasts, and by that means perish, God bid him not to entertain such a
melancholy suspicion, and to go over all the earth without fear of what
mischief he might suffer from wild beasts; and setting a mark upon him,
that he might be known, he commanded him to depart.

2. And when Cain had traveled over many countries, he, with his wife,
built a city, named Nod, which is a place so called, and there he settled his
abode; where also he had children. However, he did not accept of his
punishment in order to amendment, but to increase his wickedness; for he
only aimed to procure every thing that was for his own bodily pleasure,
though it obliged him to be injurious to his neighbors. He augmented his
household substance with much wealth, by rapine and violence; he excited
his acquaintance to procure pleasures and spoils by robbery, and became a
great leader of men into wicked courses. He also introduced a change in
that way of simplicity wherein men lived before; and was the author of
measures and weights. And whereas they lived innocently and generously
while they knew nothing of such arts, he changed the world into cunning
craftiness. He first of all set boundaries about lands: he built a city, and
fortified it with walls, and he compelled his family to come together to it;
and called that city Enoch, after the name of his eldest son Enoch. Now
Jared was the son of Enoch; whose son was Malaliel; whose son was
Mathusela; whose son was Lamech; who had seventy-seven children by
two wives, Silla and Ada. Of those children by Ada, one was Jabal: he
erected tents, and loved the life of a shepherd. But Jubal, who was born of
the same mother with him, exercised himself in music;™” and invented the
psaltery and the harp. But Tubal, one of his children by the other wife,
exceeded all men in strength, and was very expert and famous in martial
performances. He procured what tended to the pleasures of the body by
that method; and first of all invented the art of making brass. Lamech was
also the father of a daughter, whose name was Naamah. And because he
was so skillful in matters of divine revelation, that he knew he was to be
punished for Cain’s murder of his brother, he made that known to his
wives. Nay, even while Adam was alive, it came to pass that the posterity
of Cain became exceeding wicked, every one successively dying, one after
another, more wicked than the former. They were intolerable in war, and
vehement in robberies; and if any one were slow to murder people, yet
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was he bold in his profligate behavior, in acting unjustly, and doing injuries
for gain.

3. Now Adam, who was the first man, and made out of the earth, (for our
discourse must now be about him,) after Abel was slain, and Cain fled
away, on account of his murder, was solicitous for posterity, and had a
vehement desire of children, he being two hundred and thirty years old;
after which time he lived other seven hundred, and then died. He had
indeed many other children,” but Seth in particular. As for the rest, it
would be tedious to name them; | will therefore only endeavor to give an
account of those that proceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, when he was
brought up, and came to those years in which he could discern what was
good, became a virtuous man; and as he was himself of an excellent
character, so did he leave children behind him who imitated his virtues.™
All these proved to be of good dispositions. They also inhabited the same
country without dissensions, and in a happy condition, without any
misfortunes falling upon them, till they died. They also were the inventors
of that peculiar sort of wisdom which is concerned with the heavenly
bodies, and their order. And that their inventions might not be lost before
they were sufficiently known, upon Adam’s prediction that the world was
to be destroyed at one time by the force of fire, and at another time by the
violence and quantity of water, they made two pillars, ©° the one of brick,
the other of stone: they inscribed their discoveries on them both, that in
case the pillar of brick should be destroyed by the flood, the pillar of stone
might remain, and exhibit those discoveries to mankind; and also inform
them that there was another pillar of brick erected by them. Now this
remains in the land of Siriad to this day.
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CHAPTER 3

CONCERNING THE FLOOD; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER
NOAH WAS SAVED IN AN ARK, WITH HIS KINDRED, AND
AFTERWARDS DWELT IN THE PLAIN OF SHINAR,

1. Now this posterity of Seth continued to esteem God as the Lord of the
universe, and to have an entire regard to virtue, for seven generations; but
in process of time they were perverted, and forsook the practices of their
forefathers; and did neither pay those honors to God which were
appointed them, nor had they any concern to do justice towards men. But
for what degree of zeal they had formerly shown for virtue, they now
showed by their actions a double degree of wickedness, whereby they
made God to be their enemy. For many angels™* of God accompanied
with women, and begat sons that proved unjust, and despisers of all that
was good, on account of the confidence they had in their own strength; for
the tradition is, that these men did what resembled the acts of those whom
the Grecians call giants. But Noah was very uneasy at what they did; and
being displeased at their conduct, persuaded them to change their
dispositions and their acts for the better: but seeing they did not yield to
him, but were slaves to their wicked pleasures, he was afraid they would
Kill him, together with his wife and children, and those they had married,;
so he departed out of that land.

2. Now God loved this man for his righteousness: yet he not only
condemned those other men for their wickedness, but determined to
destroy the whole race of mankind, and to make another race that should
be pure from wickedness; and cutting short their lives, and making their
years not so many as they formerly lived, but one hundred and twenty
only,™? he turned the dry land into sea; and thus were all these men
destroyed: but Noah alone was saved; for God suggested to him the
following contrivance and way of escape: — That he should make an ark
of four stories high, three hundred cubits™® long, fifty cubits broad, and
thirty cubits high. Accordingly he entered into that ark, and his wife, and
sons, and their wives, and put into it not only other provisions, to
support their wants there, but also sent in with the rest all sorts of living
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creatures, the male and his female, for the preservation of their kinds; and
others of them by sevens. Now this ark had firm walls, and a roof, and
was braced with cross beams, so that it could not be any way drowned or
overborne by the violence of the water. And thus was Noah, with his
family, preserved. Now he was the tenth from Adam, as being the son of
Lamech, whose father was Mathusela; he was the son of Enoch, the son of
Jared; and Jared was the son of Malaleel, who, with many of his sisters,
were the children of Cainan, the son of Enos. Now Enos was the son of
Seth, the son of Adam.

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth year of Noah’s
government, [age,] in the second month, ©** called by the Macedonians
Dius, but by the Hebrews Marchesuan: for so did they order their year in
Egypt. But Moses appointed that - Nisan, which is the same with
Xanthicus, should be the first month for their festivals, because he brought
them out of Egypt in that month: so that this month began the year as to
all the solemnities they observed to the honor of God, although he
preserved the original order of the months as to selling and buying, and
other ordinary affairs. Now he says that this flood began on the
twenty-seventh [seventeenth] day of the forementioned month; and this
was two thousand six hundred and fifty-six [one thousand six hundred and
fifty-six] years from Adam, the first man; and the time is written down in
our sacred books, those who then lived having noted down,* with great
accuracy, both the births and deaths of illustrious men.

4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was in his two hundred and
thirtieth year, who lived:nine hundred and thirty years. Seth begat Enos in
his two hundred and fifth year; who, when he had lived nine hundred and
twelve years, delivered the government to Cainan his son, whom he had in
his hundred and ninetieth year. He lived nine hundred and five years.
Cainan, when he had lived nine hundred and ten years, had his son
Malaleel, who was born in his hundred and seventieth year. This Malaleel,
having lived eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, leaving his son
Jared, whom he begat when he was in his hundred and sixty-fifth year. He
lived nine hundred and sixty-two years; and then his son Enoch succeeded
him, who was born when his father was one hundred and sixty-two years
old. Now he, when he had lived three hundred and sixty-five years,
departed and went to God; whence it is that they have not written down
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his death. Now Mathusela, the son of Enoch, who was born to him when
he was one hundred and sixty-five years old, had Lamech for his son when
he was one hundred and eighty-seven years of age; to whom he delivered
the government, when he had retained it nine hundred and sixty-nine years.
Now Lamech, when he had governed seven hundred and seventy-seven
years, appointed Noah, his son, to be ruler of the people, who was born to
Lamech when he was one hundred and eighty-two years old, and retained
the government nine hundred and fifty years. These years collected
together make up the sum before set down. But let no one inquire into the
deaths of these men; for they extended their lives along together with their
children and grandchildren; but let him have regard to their births only.

5. When God gave the signal, and it began to rain, the water poured down
forty entire days, till it became fifteen cubits higher than the earth; which
was the reason why there was no greater number preserved, since they had
no place to fly to. When the rain ceased, the water did but just begin to
abate after one hundred and fifty days, (that is, on the seventeenth day of
the seventh month,) it then ceasing to subside for a little while. After this,
the ark rested on the top of a certain mountain in Armenia; which, when
Noah understood, he opened it; and seeing a small piece of land about it,
he continued quiet, and conceived some cheerful hopes of deliverance. But
a few days afterward, when the water was decreased to a greater degree, he
sent out a raven, as desirous to learn whether any other part of the earth
were left dry by the water, and whether he might go out of the ark with
safety; but the raven, finding all the land still overflowed, returned to Noah
again. And after seven days he sent out a dove, to know the state of the
ground; which came back to him covered with mud, and bringing an olive
branch: hereby Noah learned that the earth was become clear of the flood.
So after he had staid seven more days, he sent the living creatures out of
the ark; and both he and his family went out, when he also sacrificed to
God, and feasted with his companions. However, the Armenians call this
place, ™'® The Place of Descent; for the ark being saved in that place, its
remains are shown there by the inhabitants to this day.

6. Now all the writers of barbarian histories make mention of this flood,
and of this ark; among whom is Berosus the Chaldean. For when he is
describing the circumstances of the flood, he goes on thus: “It is said there
is still some part of this ship in Armenia, at the mountain of the
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Cordyaeans; and that some people carry off pieces of the bitumen, which
they take away, and use chiefly as amulets for the averting of mischiefs.”
Hieronymus the Egyptian also, who wrote the Phoenician Antiquities, and
Mnaseas, and a great many more, make mention of the same. Nay,
Nicolaus of Damascus, in his ninety-sixth book, hath a particular relation
about them; where he speaks thus: “There is a great mountain in Armenia,
over Minyas, called Baris, upon which it is reported that many who fled
at the time of the Deluge were saved; and that one who was carried in an
ark came on shore upon the top of it; and that the remains of the timber
were a great while preserved. This might be the man about whom Moses
the legislator of the Jews wrote.”

7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since God had determined to destroy
mankind, lest he should drown the earth every year; so he offered
burnt-offerings, and besought God that nature might hereafter go on in its
former orderly course, and that he would not bring on so great a judgment
any more, by which the whole race of creatures might be in danger of
destruction: but that, having now punished the wicked, he would of his
goodness spare the remainder, and such as he had hitherto judged fit to be
delivered from so severe a calamity; for that otherwise these last must be
more miserable than the first, and that they must be condemned to a worse
condition than the others, unless they be suffered to escape entirely; that
is, if they be reserved for another deluge; while they must be afflicted with
the terror and sight of the first deluge, and must also be destroyed by a
second. He also entreated God to accept of his sacrifice, and to grant that
the earth might never again undergo the like effects of ‘his wrath; that men
might be permitted to go on cheerfully in cultivating the same; to build
cities, and live happily in them; and that they might not be deprived of
any of those good things which they enjoyed before the Flood; but might
attain to the like length of days, and old age, which the ancient people had
arrived at before.

8. When Noah had made these supplications, God, who loved the man for
his righteousness, granted entire success to his prayers, and said, that it
was not he who brought the destruction on a polluted world, but that they
underwent that vengeance on account of their own wickedness; and that he
had not brought men into the world if he had himself determined to
destroy them, it being an instance of greater wisdom not to have granted
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them life at all, than, after it was granted, to procure their destruction;
“But the injuries,” said he, “they offered to my holiness and virtue, forced
me to bring this punishment upon them. But | will leave off for the time to
come to require such punishments, the effects of so great wrath, for their
future wicked actions, and especially on account of thy prayers. But if |
shall at any time send tempests of rain, in an extraordinary manner, be not
affrighted at the largeness of the showers; for the water shall no more
overspread the earth. However, I require you to abstain from shedding the
blood of men, and to keep yourselves pure from murder; and to punish
those that commit any such thing. I permit you to make use of all the
other living creatures at your pleasure, and as your appetites lead you; for
I have made you lords of them all, both of those that walk on the land, and
those that swim in the waters, and of those that fly in the regions of the air
on high, excepting their blood, for therein is the life. But | will give you a
sign that | have left off my anger by my bow [whereby is meant the
rainbow, for they determined that the rainbow was the bow of God]. And
when God had said and promised thus, he went away.

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty years after the
Flood, and that all that time happily, he died, having lived the number of
nine hundred and fifty years. But let no one, upon comparing the lives of
the ancients with our lives, and with the few years which we now live,
think that what we have said of them is false; or make the shortness of our
lives at present an argument, that neither did they attain to so long a
duration of life, for those ancients were beloved of God, and [lately] made
by God himself; and because their food was then fitter for the
prolongation of life, might well live so great a number of years: and
besides, God afforded them a longer time of life on account of their virtue,
and the good use they made of it in astronomical and geometrical
discoveries, which would not have afforded the time of foretelling [the
periods of the stars] unless they had lived six hundred years; for the great
year is completed in that interval. Now | have for witnesses to what | have
said, all those that have written Antiquities, both among the Greeks and
barbarians; for even Manetho, who wrote the Egyptian History, and
Berosus, who collected the Chaldean Monuments, and Mochus, and
Hestieus, and, besides these, Hieronymus the Egyptian, and those who
composed the Phoenician History, agree to what | here say: Hesiod also,
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and Hecatseus, Hellanicus, and Acusilaus; and, besides these, Ephorus and
Nicolaus relate that the ancients lived a thousand years. But as to these
matters, let every one look upon them as he thinks fit.
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CHAPTER 4

CONCERNING THE TOWER OF BABYLON, AND THE
CONFUSION OF TONGUES.

1. Now the sons of Noah were three, — Shem, Japhet, and Ham, born one
hundred years before the Deluge. These first of all descended from the
mountains into the plains, and fixed their habitation there; and persuaded
others who were greatly afraid of the lower grounds on account of the
flood, and so were very loath to come down from the higher places, to
venture to follow their examples. Now the plain in which they first dwelt
was called Shinar. God also commanded them to send colonies abroad, for
the thorough peopling of the earth, that they might not raise seditions
among themselves, but might cultivate a great part of the earth, and enjoy
its fruits after a plentiful manner. But they were so ill instructed that they
did not obey God; for which reason they fell into calamities, and were
made sensible, by experience, of what sin they had been guilty: for when
they flourished with a numerous youth, God admonished them again to
send out colonies; but they, imagining the prosperity they enjoyed was
not derived from the favor of God, but supposing that their own power
was the proper cause of the plentiful condition they were in, did not obey
him. Nay, they added to this their disobedience to the Divine will, the
suspicion that they were therefore ordered to send out separate colonies,
that, being divided asunder, they might the more easily be Oppressed.

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront and contempt
of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the son of Noah, a bold man, and of
great strength of hand. He persuaded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it
was through his means they were happy, but to believe that it was their
own courage which procured that happiness. He also gradually changed
the government into tyranny, seeing no other way of turning men from the
fear of God, but to bring them into a constant dependence on his power.
He also said he would be revenged on God, if he should have a mind to
drown the world again; for that he would build a tower too high for the
waters to be able to reach! and that he would avenge himself on God for
destroying their forefathers!
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3. Now the multitude were very ready to follow the determination of
Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of cowardice to submit to God; and they
built a tower, neither sparing any pains, nor being in any degree negligent
about the work: and, by reason of the multitude of hands employed in it, it
grew very high, sooner than any one could expect; but the thickness of it
was so great, and it was so strongly built, that thereby its great height
seemed, upon the view, to be less than it really was. It was built of burnt
brick, cemented together with mortar, made of bitumen, that it might not
be liable to admit water. When God saw that they acted so madly, he did
not resolve to destroy them utterly, since they were not grown wiser by
the destruction of the former sinners; but he caused a tumult among them,
by producing in them divers languages, and causing that, through the
multitude of those languages, they should not be able to understand one
another. The place wherein they built the tower is now called Babylon,
because of the confusion of that language which they readily understood
before; for the Hebrews mean by the word Babel, confusion. The Sibyl
also makes mention of this tower, and of the confusion of the language,
when she says thus: “When all men were of one language, some of them
built a high tower, as if they would thereby ascend up to heaven, but the
gods sent storms of wind and overthrew the tower, and gave every one his
peculiar language; and for this reason it was that the city was called
Babylon.” But as to the plan of Shinar, in the country of Babylonia,
Hestiaeus mentions it, when he says thus: “Such of the priests as were
saved, took the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to Shinar of
Babylonia.”
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CHAPTER 5

AFTER WHAT MANNER THE POSTERITY OF NOAH SENT OUT
COLONIES, AND INHABITED THE WHOLE EARTH.

1. AFTER this they were dispersed abroad, on account of their languages,
and went out by colonies every where; and each colony took possession
of that land which they light upon, and unto which God led them; so that
the whole continent was filled with them, both the inland and the maritime
countries. There were some also who passed over the sea in ships, and
inhabited the islands: and some of those nations do still retain the
denominations which were given them by their first founders; but some
have lost them also, and some have only admitted certain changes in them,
that they might be the more intelligible to the inhabitants. And they were
the Greeks who became the authors of such mutations. For when in
after-ages they grew potent, they claimed to themselves the glory of
antiquity; giving names to the nations that sounded well (in Greek) that
they might be better understood among themselves; and setting agreeable
forms of government over them, as if they were a people derived from
themselves.

[PicTURE: TOWER OF BABEL]



94

CHAPTER 6

HOW EVERY NATION WAS DENOMINATED FROM THEIR
FIRST INHABITANTS.

1. Now they were the grandchildren of Noah, in honor of whom names
were imposed on the nations by those that first seized upon them. Japhet,
the son of Noah, had seven sons: they inhabited so, that, beginning at the
mountains Taurus and Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, as far as the
river Tansis, and along Europe to Cadiz; and settling themselves on the
lands which they light upon, which none had inhabited before, they called
the nations by their own names. For Gomer founded those whom the
Greeks now call Galatians, [Galls,] but were then called Gomerites. Magog
founded those that from him were named Magogites, but who are by the
Greeks called Scythians. Now as to Javan and Madai, the sons of Japhet;
from Madai came the Madeans, who are called Medes, by the Greeks; but
from Javan, lonia, and all the Grecians, are derived. Thobel founded the
Thobelites, who are now called Iberes; and the Mosocheni were founded
by Mosoch; now they are Cappadocians. There is also a mark of their
ancient denomination still to be shown; for there is even now among them
a city called Mazaca, which may inform those that are able to understand,
that so was the entire nation once called. Thiras also called those whom he
ruled over Thirasians; but the Greeks changed the name into Thracians.
And so many were the countries that had the children of Japhet for their
inhabitants. Of the three sons of Gomer, Aschanax founded the
Aschanaxians, who are now called by the Greeks Rheginians. So did
Riphath found the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians; and Thrugramma
the Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks resolved, were named Phrygians.
Of the three sons of Javan also, the son of Japhet, Elisa gave name to the
Eliseans, who were his subjects; they are now the Aeolians. Tharsus to the
Tharsians, for so was Cilicia of old called; the sign of which is this, that
the noblest city they have, and a metropolis also, is Tarsus, the tau being
by change put for the theta. Cethimus possessed the island Cethima: it is
now called Cyprus; and from that it is that all islands, and the greatest part
of the sea-coasts, are named Cethim by the Hebrews: and one city there is
in Cyprus that has been able to preserve its denomination; it has been
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called Citius by those who use the language of the Greeks, and has not, by
the use of that dialect, escaped the name of Cethim. And so many nations
have the children and grandchildren of Japhet possessed. Now when | have
premised somewhat, which perhaps the Greeks do not know, I will return
and explain what | have omitted; for such names are pronounced here after
the manner of the Greeks, to please my readers; for our own country
language does not so pronounce them: but the names in all cases are of one
and the same ending; for the name we here pronounce Noeas, is there
Noah, and in every case retains the same termination.

2. The children of Ham possessed the land from Syria and Amanus, and
the mountains of Libanus; seizing upon all that was on its sea-coasts, and
as far as the ocean, and keeping it as their own. Some indeed of its names
are utterly vanished away; others of them being changed, and another
sound given them, are hardly to be discovered; yet a few there are which
have kept their denominations entire. For of the four sons of Ham, time
has not at all hurt the name of Chus; for the Ethiopians, over whom he
reigned, are even at this day, both by themselves and by all men in Asia,
called Chusites. The memory also of the Mesraites is preserved in their
name; for all we who inhabit this country [of Judea] called Egypt Mestre,
and the Egyptians Mestreans. Phut also was the founder of Libya, and
called the inhabitants Phutites, from himself: there is also a river in the
country of Moors which bears that name; whence it is that we may see the
greatest part of the Grecian historiographers mention that river and the
adjoining country by the apellation of Phut: but the name it has now has
been by change given it from one of the sons of Mesraim, who was called
Lybyos. We will inform you presently what has been the occasion why it
has been called Africa also. Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, inhabited the
country now called Judea, and called it from his own name Canaan. The
children of these [four] were these: Sabas, who founded the Sabeans;
Evilas, who founded the Evileans, who are called Getuli; Sabathes founded
the Sabathens, they are now called by the Greeks Astaborans; Sabactas
settled the Sabactens; and Ragmus the Ragmeans; and he had two sons, the
one of whom, Judadas, settled the Judadeans, a nation of the western
Ethiopians, and left them his name; as did Sabas to the Sabeans: but
Nimrod, the son of Chus, staid and tyrannized at Babylon, as we have
already informed you. Now all the children of Mesraim, being eight in
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number, possessed the country from Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the
name of one only, the Philistim; for the Greeks call part of that country
Palestine. As for the rest, Ludieim, and Enemim, and Labim, who alone
inhabited in Libya, and called the country from himself, Nedim, and
Phethrosim, and Chesloim, and Cephthorim, we know nothing of them
besides their names; for the Ethiopic war™'” which we shall describe
hereafter, was the cause that those cities were overthrown. The sons of
Canaan were these: Sidonius, who also built a city of the same name; it is
called by the Greeks Sidon

Amathus inhabited in Amathine, which is even now called Amathe by the
inhabitants, although the Macedonians named it Epiphania, from one of
his posterity: Arudeus possessed the island Aradus: Arucas possessed
Arce, which is in Libanus. But for the seven others, [Eueus,] Chetteus,
Jebuseus, Amorreus, Gergesus, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have
nothing in the sacred books but their names, for the Hebrews overthrew
their cities; and their calamities came upon them on the occasion following.

3. Noah, when, after the deluge, the earth was resettled in its former
condition, set about its cultivation; and when he had planted it with vines,
and when the fruit was ripe, and he had gathered the grapes in their season,
and the wine was ready for use, he offered sacrifice, and feasted, and, being
drunk, he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly manner. When his
youngest son saw this, he came laughing, and showed him to his brethren;
but they covered their father’s nakedness. And when Noah was made
sensible of what had been done, he prayed for prosperity to his other
sons; but for Ham, he did not curse him, by reason of his nearness in
blood, but cursed his prosperity: and when the rest of them escaped that
curse, God inflicted it on the children of Canaan. But as to these matters,
we shall speak more hereafter.

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, who inhabited the land that
began at Euphrates, and reached to the Indian Ocean. For Elam left behind
him the Elamites, the ancestors of the Persians. Ashur lived at the city
Nineve; and named his subjects Assyrians, who became the most fortunate
nation, beyond others. Arphaxad named the Arphaxadites, who are now
called Chaldeans. Aram had the Aramites, which the Greeks called Syrians;
as Laud founded the Laudites, which are now called Lydians. Of the four
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sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damascus: this country lies
between Palestine and Celesyria. Ul founded Armenia; and Gather the
Bactrians; and Mesa the Mesaneans; it is now called Charax Spasini. Sala
was the son of Arphaxad; and his son was Heber, from whom they
originally called the Jews Hebrews. ©*® Heber begat Joetan and Phaleg: he
was called Phaleg, because he was born at the dispersion of the nations to
their several countries; for Phaleg among the Hebrews signifies division.
Now Joctan, one of the sons of Heber, had these sons, EImodad, Saleph,
Asermoth, Jera, Adoram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir,
Euilat, and Jobab. These inhabited from Cophen, an Indian river, and in
part of Asia adjoining to it. And this shall suffice concerning the sons of
Shem.

5. 1 will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of Phaleg, whose father Was
Heber, was Ragau; whose son was Serug, to whom was born Nahor; his
son was Terah, who was the father of Abraham, who accordingly was the
tenth from Noah, and was born in the two hundred and ninety-second year
after the deluge; for Terah begat Abram in his seventieth year. Nahor begat
Haran when he was one hundred and twenty years old; Nahor was born to
Serug in his hundred and thirty-second year; Ragau had Serug at one
hundred and thirty; at the same age also Phaleg had Ragau; Heber begat
Phaleg in his hundred and thirty-fourth year; he himself being begotten by
Sala when he was a hundred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad had for
his son at the hundred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxad was the
son of Shem, and born twelve years after the deluge. Now Abram had two
brethren, Nahor and Haran: of these Haran left a son, Lot; as also Sarai and
Milcha his daughters; and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the
Chaldeans, called Ur; and his monument is shown to this day. These
married their nieces. Nabor married Milcha, and Abram married Sarai. Now
Terah hating Chaldea, on account of his mourning for Ilaran, they all
removed to Haran of Mesopotamia, where Terah died, and was buried,
when he had lived to be two hundred and five years old; for the life of man
was already, by degrees, diminished, and became shorter than before, till
the birth of Moses; after whom the term of human life was one hundred
and twenty years, God determining it to the length that Moses happened
to live. Now Nahor had eight sons by Milcha; Uz and Buz, Kemuel,
Chesed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuel. These were all the genuine
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sons of Nahor; for Teba, and Gaam, and Tachas, and Maaca, were born of
Reuma his concubine: but Bethuel had a daughter, Rebecca, and a son,
Laban.
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CHAPTER 7

HOW ABRAM OUR FOREFATHER WENT OUT OF THE LAND OF
THE CHALDEANS, AND LIVED IN THE LAND THEN CALLED
CANAAN BUT NOW JUDEA.

1. Now Abram, having no son of his own, adopted Lot, his brother
Haran’s son, and his wife Sarai’s brother; and he left the land of Chaldea
when he was seventy-five years old, and at the command of God went
into Canaan, and therein he dwelt himself, and left it to his posterity. He
was a person of great sagacity, both for understanding all things and
persuading his hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions; for which reason
he began to have higher notions of virtue than others had, and he
determined to renew and to change the opinion all men happened then to
have concerning God; for he was the first that ventured to publish this
notion, That there was but one God, the Creator of the universe; and that,
as to other [gods], if they contributed any thing to the happiness of men,
that each of them afforded it only according to his appointment, and not
by their own power. This his opinion was derived from the irregular
phenomena that were visible both at land and sea, as well as those that
happen to the sun, and moon, and all the heavenly bodies, thus: — “If
[said he] these bodies had power of their own, they would certainly take
care of their own regular motions; but since they do not preserve such
regularity, they make it plain, that in so far as they co-operate to our
advantage, they do it not of their own abilities, but as they are subservient
to Him that commands them, to whom alone we ought justly to offer our
honor and thanksgiving.” For which doctrines, when the Chaldeans, and
other people of Mesopotamia, raised a tumult against him, he thought fit
to leave that country; and at the command and by the assistance of God,
he came and lived in the land of Canaan. And when he was there settled, he
built an altar, and performed a sacrifice to God.

2. Berosus mentions our father Abram without naming him, when he says
thus: “In the tenth generation after the Flood, there was among the
Chaldeans a man righteous and great, and skillful in the celestial science.”
But Hecatseus does more than barely mention him; for he composed, and
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left behind him, a book concerning him. And Nicolaus of Damascus, in the
fourth book of his History, says thus: “Abram reigned at Damascus, being
a foreigner, who came with an army out of the land above Babylon, called
the land of the Chaldeans: but, after a long time, he got him up, and
removed from that country also, with his people, and went into the land
then called the land of Canaan, but now the land of Judea, and this when
his posterity were become a multitude; as to which posterity of his, we
relate their history in another work. Now the name of Abram is even still
famous in the country of Damascus; and there is shown a village named
from him, The Habitation of Abram.”



101

CHAPTER 8

THAT WHEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN CANAAN, ABRAM
WENT THENCE INTO EGYPT; AND AFTER HE HAD
CONTINUED THERE A WHILE HE RETURNED BACK AGAIN.

1. Now, after this, when a famine had invaded the land of Canaan, and
Abram had discovered that the Egyptians were in a flourishing condition,
he was disposed to go down to them, both to partake of the plenty they
enjoyed, and to become an auditor of their priests, and to know what they
said concerning the gods; designing either to follow them, if they had better
notions than he, or to convert them into a better way, if his own notions
proved the truest. Now, seeing he was to take Sarai with him, and was
afraid of the madness of the Egyptians with regard to women, lest the king
should kill him on occasion of his wife’s great beauty, he contrived this
device: — he pretended to be her brother, and directed her in a dissembling
way to pretend the same, for he said it would be for their benefit. Now, as
soon as he came into Egypt, it happened to Abram as he supposed it
would; for the fame of his wife’s beauty was greatly talked of; for which
reason Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, would not be satisfied with what was
reported of her, but would needs see her himself, and was preparing to
enjoy her; but God put a stop to his unjust inclinations, by sending upon
him a distemper, and a sedition against his government. And when he
inquired of the priests how he might be freed from these calamities, they
told him that this his miserable condition was derived from the wrath of
God, upon account of his inclinations to abuse the stranger’s wife. He
then, out of fear, asked Sarai who she was, and who it was that she
brought along with her. And when he had found out the truth, he excused
himself to Abram, that supposing the woman to be his sister, and not his
wife, he set his affections on her, as desiring an affinity with him by
marrying her, but not as incited by lust to abuse her. He also made him a
large present in money, and gave him leave to enter into conversation with
the most learned among the Egyptians; from which conversation his virtue
and his reputation became more conspicuous than they had been before.



102

2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted to different customs,
and despised one another’s sacred and accustomed rites, and were very
angry one with another on that account, Abram conferred with each of
them, and, confuting the reasonings they made use of, every one for their
own practices, demonstrated that such reasonings were vain and void of
truth: whereupon he was admired by them in those conferences as a very
wise man, and one of great sagacity, when he discoursed on any subject he
undertook; and this not only in understanding it, but in persuading other
men also to assent to him. He communicated to them arithmetic, and
delivered to them the science of astronomy; for before Abram came into
Egypt they were unacquainted with those parts of learning; for that
science came from the Chaldeans into Egypt, and from thence to the
Greeks also.

3. As soon as Abram was come back into Canaan, he parted the land
between him and Lot, upon account of the tumultuous behavior of their
shepherds, concerning the pastures wherein they should feed their flocks.
However, he gave Lot his option, or leave, to choose which lands he would
take; and he took himself what the other left, which were the lower
grounds at the foot of the mountains; and he himself dwelt in Hebron,
which is a city seven years more ancient than Tunis of Egypt. But Lot
possessed the land of the plain, and the river Jordan, not far from the city
of Sodom, which was then a fine city, but is now destroyed, by the will
and wrath of God, the cause of which I shall show in its proper place
hereafter.
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CHAPTER 9

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SODOMITES
BY THE ASSYRIAN WALL.

AT this time, when the Assyrians had the dominion over Asia, the people
of Sodom were in a flourishing condition, both as to riches and the number
of their youth. There were five kings that managed the affairs of this
county: Ballas, Barsas, Senabar, and Sumobor, with the king of Bela; and
each king led on his own troops: and the Assyrians made war upon them;
and, dividing their army into four parts, fought against them. Now every
part of the army had its own commander; and when the battle was joined,
the Assyrians were conquerors, and imposed a tribute on the kings of the
Sodomites, who submitted to this slavery twelve years; and so long they
continued to pay their tribute: but on the thirteenth year they rebelled, and
then the army of the Assyrians came upon them, under their commanders
Amraphel, Arioch, Chodorlaomer, and Tidal. These kings had laid waste
all Syria, and overthrown the offspring of the giants. And when they were
come over against Sodom, they pitched their camp at the vale called the
Slime Pits, for at that time there were pits in that place; but now, upon the
destruction of the city of Sodom, that vale became the Lake Asphaltites,
as it is called. However, concerning this lake we shall speak more
presently. Now when the Sodomites joined battle with the Assyrians, and
the fight was very obstinate, many of them were killed, and the rest were
carried captive; among which captives was Lot, who had come to assist
the Sodomites.
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CHAPTER 10

HOW ABRAM FOUGHT WITH THE ASSYRIANS, AND OVERCAME
THEM, AND SAVED THE SODOMITE PRISONERS, AND TOOK
FROM THE ASSYRIANS THE PREY THEY HAD GOTTEN.

1. WHEN, Abram heard of their calamity, he was at once afraid for Lot his
kinsman, and pitied the Sodomites, his friends and neighbors; and thinking
it proper to afford them assistance, he did not delay it, but marched
hastily, and the fifth night fell upon the Assyrians, near Dan, for that is
the name of the other spring of Jordan; and before they could arm
themselves, he slew some as they were in their beds, before they could
suspect any harm; and others, who were not yet gone to sleep, but were
so drunk they could not fight, ran away. Abram pursued after them, till,
on the second day, he drove them in a body unto Hoba, a place belonging
to Damascus; and thereby demonstrated that victory does not depend on
multitude and the number of hands, but the alacrity and courage of soldiers
overcome the most numerous bodies of men, while he got the victory over
S0 great an army with no more than three hundred and eighteen of his
servants, and three of his friends: but all those that fled returned home
ingloriously.

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive Sodomites, who had been
taken by the Assyrians, and Lot also, his kinsman, returned home in
peace. Now the king of Sodom met him at a certain place, which they
called The King’s Dale, where Melchisedec, king of the city Salem,
received him. That name signifies, the righteous king: and such he was,
without dispute, insomuch that, on this account, he was made the priest of
God: however, they afterward called Salem Jerusalem. Now this
Melchisedec supplied Abram’s army in an hospitable manner, and gave
them provisions in abundance; and as they were feasting, he began to
praise him, and to bless God for subduing his enemies under him. And
when Abram gave him the tenth part of his prey, he accepted of the gift:
but the king of Sodom desired Abram to take the prey, but entreated that
he might have those men restored to him whom Abram had saved from the
Assyrians, because they belonged to him. But Abram would not do so; nor
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would make any other advantage of that prey than what his servants had
eaten; but still insisted that he should afford a part to his friends that had
assisted him in the battle. The first of them was called Eschol, and then
Enner, and Mambre.

3. And God commended his virtue, and said, Thou shalt not however lose
the rewards thou hast deserved to receive by such thy glorious actions. He
answered, And what advantage will it be to me to have such rewards,
when | have none to enjoy them after me? — for he was hitherto childless.
And God promised that he should have a son, and that his posterity
should be very numerous; insomuch that their number should be like the
stars. When he heard that, he offered a sacrifice to God, as he commanded
him. The manner of the sacrifice was this: — He took an heifer of three
years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram in like manner of
three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon ©*° and as he was enjoined,
he divided the three former, but the birds he did not divide. After which,
before he built his altar, where the birds of prey flew about, as desirous of
blood, a Divine voice came to him, declaring that their neighbors would be
grievous to his posterity, when they should be in Egypt, for four hundred
years; 2% during which time they should be afflicted, but afterwards
should overcome their enemies, should conquer the Canaanites in war, and
possess themselves of their land, and of their cities.

4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called Ogyges, — the place belongs to
Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. But being uneasy at his wife’s
barrenness, he entreated God to grant that he might have male issue; and
God required of him to be of good courage, and said that he would add to
all the rest of the benefits that he had bestowed upon him, ever since he
led him out of Mesopotamia, the gift of children. Accordingly Sarai, at
God’s command, brought to his bed one of her handmaidens, a woman of
Egyptian descent, in order to obtain children by her; and when this
handmaid was with child, she triumphed, and ventured to affront Sarai, as
if the dominion were to come to a son to be born of her. But when Abram
resigned her into the hand of Sarai, to punish her, she contrived to fly
away, as not able to bear the instances of Sarai’s severity to her; and she
entreated God to have compassion on her. Now a Divine Angel met her, as
she was going forward in the wilderness, and bid her return to her master
and mistress, for if she would submit to that wise advice, she would live
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better hereafter; for that the reason of her being in such a miserable case
was this, that she had been ungrateful and arrogant towards her mistress.
He also told her, that if she disobeyed God, and went on still in her way,
she should perish; but if she would return back, she should become the
mother of a son who should reign over that country. These admonitions
she obeyed, and returned to her master and mistress, and obtained
forgiveness. A little while afterwards, she bare Ismael; which may be
interpreted Heard of God, because God had heard his mother’s prayer.

5. The forementioned son was born to Abram when he was eighty-six
years old: but when he was ninety-nine, God appeared to him, and
promised him that he Should have a son by Sarai, and commanded that his
name should be Isaac; and showed him, that from this son should spring
great nations and kings, and that they should obtain all the land of Canaan
by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But he charged him, in order to keep his
posterity unmixed with others, that they should be circumcised in the
flesh of their foreskin, and that this should be done on the eighth day after
they were born: the reason of which circumcision | will explain in another
place. And Abram inquiring also concerning Ismael, whether he should live
or not, God signified to him that he should live to be very old, and should
be the father of great nations. Abram therefore gave thanks to God for
these blessings; and then he, and all his family, and his son Ismael, were
circumcised immediately; the son being that day thirteen years of age, and
he ninety-nine.
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CHAPTER 11

HOW GOD OVERTHREW THE NATION OF THE SODOMITES,
OUT OF HIS WRATH AGAINST THEM FOR THEIR SINS.

1. ABourt this time the Sodomites grew proud, on account of their riches
and great wealth; they became unjust towards men, and impious towards
God, insomuch that they did not call to mind the advantages they received
from him: they hated strangers, and abused themselves with Sodomitical
practices. God was therefore much displeased at them, and determined to
punish them for their pride, and to overthrow their city, and to lay waste
their country, until there should neither plant nor fruit grow out of it.

2. When God had thus resolved concerning the Sodomites, Abraham, as he
sat by the oak of Mambre, at the door of his tent, saw three angels; and
thinking them to be strangers, he rose up, and saluted them, and desired
they would accept of an entertainment, and abide with him; to which,
when they agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be made presently; and
when he had slain a calf, he roasted it, and brought it to them, as they sat
under the oak. Now they made a show of eating; and besides, they asked
him about his wife Sarah, where she was; and when he said she was
within, they said they would come again hereafter, and find her become a
mother. Upon which the woman laughed, and said that it was impossible
she should bear children, since she was ninety years of age, and her
husband was a hundred. Then they concealed themselves no longer, but
declared that they were angels of God; and that one of them was sent to
inform them about the child, and two of the overthrow of Sodom.

3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the Sodomites; and he
rose up, and besought God for them, and entreated him that he would not
destroy the righteous with the wicked. And when God had replied that
there was no good man among the Sodomites; for if there were but ten
such man among them, he would not punish any of them for their sins,
Abraham held his peace. And the angels came to the city of the Sodomites,
and Lot entreated them to accept of a lodging with him; for he was a very
generous and hospitable man, and one that had learned to imitate the
goodness of Abraham. Now when the Sodomites saw the young men to be
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of beautiful countenances, and this to an extraordinary degree, and that
they took up their lodgings with Lot, they resolved themselves to enjoy
these beautiful boys by force and violence; and when Lot exhorted them to
sobriety, and not to offer any thing immodest to the strangers, but to have
regard to their lodging in his house; and promised that if their inclinations
could not be governed, he would expose his daughters to their lust, instead
of these strangers; neither thus were they made ashamed.

4. But God was much displeased at their impudent behavior, so that he
both smote those men with blindness, and condemned the Sodomites to
universal destruction. But Lot, upon God’s informing him of the future
destruction of the Sodomites, went away, taking with him his wife and
daughters, who were two, and still virgins; for those that were betrothed
21 to them were above the thoughts of going, and deemed that Lot’s
words were trifling. God then cast a thunderbolt upon the city, and set it
on fire, with its inhabitants; and laid waste the country with the like
burning, as | formerly said when | wrote the Jewish War. 2 But Lot’s
wife continually turning back to view the city as she went from it, and
being too nicely inquisitive what would become of it, although God had
forbidden her so to do, was changed into a pillar of salt;"?® for | have seen
it, and it remains at this day. Now he and his daughters fled to a certain
small place, encompassed with the fire, and settled in it: it is to this day
called Zoar, for that is the word which the Hebrews use for a small thing.
There it was that he lived a miserable life, on account of his having no
company, and his want of provisions.

5. But his daughters, thinking that all mankind were destroyed,
approached to their father, 2* though taking care not to be perceived. This
they did, that human kind might not utterly fail: and they bare sons; the
son of the elder was named Moab, Which denotes one derived from his
father; the younger bare Ammon, which name denotes one derived from a
kinsman. The former of whom was the father of the Moabites, which is
even still a great nation; the latter was the father of the Ammonites; and
both of them are inhabitants of Celesyria. And such was the departure of
Lot from among the Sodomites.
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CHAPTER 12

CONCERNING ABIMELECH; AND CONCERNING ISMAEL THE
SON OF ABRAHAM; AND CONCERNING THE ARABIANS, WHO
WERE HIS POSTERITY.

1. ABRAHAM now removed to Gerar of Palestine, leading Sarah along with
him, under the notion of his sister, using the like dissimulation that he had
used before, and this out of fear: for he was afraid of Abimelech, the king
of that country, who did also himself fall in love with Sarah, and was
disposed to corrupt her; but he was restrained from satisfying his lust by a
dangerous distemper which befell him from God. Now when his
physicians despaired of curing him, he fell asleep, and saw a dream,
warning him not to abuse the stranger’s wife; and when he recovered, he
told his friends that God had inflicted that disease upon him, by way of
punishment, for his injury to the stranger; and in order to preserve the
chastity of his wife, for that she did not accompany him as his sister, but
as his legitimate wife; and that God had promised to be gracious to him for
the time to come, if this person be once secure of his wife’s chastity.
When he had said this, by the advice of his friends, he sent for Abraham,
and bid him not to be concerned about his wife, or fear the corruption of
her chastity; for that God took care of him, and that it was by his
providence that he received his wife again, without her suffering any
abuse. And he appealed to God, and to his wife’s conscience; and said that
he had not any inclination at first to enjoy her, if he had known she was
his wife; but since, said he, thou leddest her about as thy sister, | was
guilty of no offense. He also entreated him to be at peace with him, and to
make God propitious to him; and that if he thought fit to continue with
him, he should have what he wanted in abundance; but that if he designed
to go away, he should be honorably conducted, and have whatsoever
supply he wanted when he came thither. Upon his saying this, Abraham
told him that his pretense of kindred to his wife was no lie, because she
was his brother’s daughter; and that he did not think himself safe in his
travels abroad, without this sort of dissimulation; and that he was not the
cause of his distemper, but was only solicitous for his own safety: he said
also, that he was ready to stay with him. Whereupon Abimelech assigned
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him land and money; and they coventanted to live together without guile,
and took an oath at a certain well called Beersheba, which may be
interpreted, The Well of the Oath: and so it is named by the people of the
country unto this day.

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by Sarah, as God had foretold to
him, whom he named Isaac, which signifies Laughter. And indeed they so
called him, because Sarah laughed when God ™% said that she should bear a
son, she not expecting such a thing, as being past the age of child-bearing,
for she was ninety years old, and Abraham a hundred; so that this son was
born to them both in the last year of each of those decimal numbers. And
they circumcised him upon the eighth day and from that time the Jews
continue the custom of circumcising their sons within that number of days.
But as for the Arabians, they circumcise after the thirteenth year, because
Ismael, the founder of their nation, who was born to Abraham of the
concubine, was circumcised at that age; concerning whom I will presently
give a particular account, with great exactness.

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who was born of her own
handmaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to that of her own son, for
he was brought up in order to succeed in the government; but when she
herself had borne Isaac, she was not willing that Ismael should be brought
up with him, as being too old for him, and able to do him injuries when
their father should be dead; she therefore persuaded Abraham to send him
and his mother to some distant country. Now, at the first, he did not agree
to what Sarah was so zealous for, and thought it an instance of the greatest
barbarity, to send away a young child "?® and a woman unprovided of
necessaries; but at length he agreed to it, because God was pleased with
what Sarah had determined: so he delivered Ismael to his mother, as not
yet able to go by himself; and commanded her to take a bottle of water,
and a loaf of bread, and so to depart, and to take Necessity for her guide.
But as soon as her necessary provisions failed, she found herself in an evil
case; and when the water was almost spent, she laid the young child, who
was ready to expire, under a fig-tree, and went on further, that so he might
die while she was absent. But a Divine Angel came to her, and told her of a
fountain hard by, and bid her take care, and bring up the child, because she
should be very happy by the preservation of Ismael. She then took
courage, upon the prospect of what was promised her, and, meeting with
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some shepherds, by their care she got clear of the distresses she had been
in.

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a wife, by birth an Egyptian,
from whence the mother was herself derived originally. Of this wife were
born to Ismael twelve sons; Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas,
Masmaos, Masaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, Cadmas. These
inhabited all the country from Euphrates to the Red Sea, and called it
Nabatene. They are an Arabian nation, and name their tribes from these,
both because of their own virtue, and because of the dignity of Abraham
their father.
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CHAPTER 13

CONCERNING ISAAC THE LEGITIMATE SON OF ABRAHAM.

1. Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being his only begotten 27 and

given to him at the borders of old age, by the favor of God. The child also
endeared himself to his parents still more, by the exercise of every virtue,
and adhering to his duty to his parents, and being zealous in the worship
of God. Abraham also placed his own happiness in this prospect, that,
when he should die, he should leave this his son in a safe and secure
condition; which accordingly he obtained by the will of God: who being
desirous to make an experiment of Abraham’s religious disposition
towards himself, appeared to him, and enumerated all the blessings he had
bestowed on him; how he had made him superior to his enemies; and that
his son Isaac, who was the principal part of his present happiness, was
derived from him; and he said that he required this son of his as a sacrifice
and holy oblation. Accordingly he commanded him to carry him to the
mountain Moriah, and to build an altar, and offer him for a burnt-offering
upon it for that this would best manifest his religious disposition towards
him, if he preferred what was pleasing to God, before the preservation of
his own son.

2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right to disobey God in any
thing, but that he was obliged to serve him in every circumstance of life,
since all creatures that live enjoy their life by his providence, and the
kindness he bestows on them. Accordingly he concealed this command of
God, and his own intentions about the slaughter of his son, from his wife,
as also from every one of his servants, otherwise he should have been
hindered from his obedience to God; and he took Isaac, together with two
of his servants, and laying what things were necessary for a sacrifice upon
an ass, he went away to the mountain. Now the two servants went along
with him two days; but on the third day, as soon as he saw the mountain,
he left those servants that were with him till then in the plain, and, having
his son alone with him, he came to the mountain. It was that mountain
upon which king David afterwards built the temple. 2 Now they had
brought with them every thing necessary for a sacrifice, excepting the
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animal that was to be offered only. Now Isaac was twenty-five years old.
And as he was building the altar, he asked his father what he was about to
offer, since there was no animal there for an oblation: — to which it was
answered, “That God would provide himself an oblation, he being able to
make a plentiful provision for men out of what they have not, and to
deprive others of what they already have, when they put too much trust
therein; that therefore, if God pleased to be present and propitious at this
sacrifice, he would provide himself an oblation.”

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham had laid on the wood,
and all things were entirely ready, he said to his son, “O son, | poured out
a vast number of prayers that | might have thee for my son; when thou
wast come into the world, there was nothing that could contribute to thy
support for which I was not greatly solicitous, nor any thing wherein |
thought myself happier than to see thee grown up to man’s estate, and
that I might leave thee at my death the successor to my dominion; but
since it was by God’s will that | became thy father, and it is now his will
that | relinquish thee, bear this consecration to God with a generous mind;
for | resign thee up to God who has thought fit now to require this
testimony of honor to himself, on account of the favors he hath conferred
on me, in being to me a supporter and defender. Accordingly thou, my
son, wilt now die, not in any common way of going out of the world, but
sent to God, the Father of all men, beforehand, by thy own father, in the
nature of a sacrifice. | suppose he thinks thee worthy to get clear of this
world neither by disease, neither by war, nor by any other severe way, by
which death usually comes upon men, but so that he will receive thy soul
with prayers and holy offices of religion, and will place thee near to
himself, and thou wilt there be to me a succorer and supporter in my old
age; on which account I principally brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby
procure me God for my Comforter instead of thyself.”

4. Now lsaac was of such a generous disposition as became the son of
such a father, and was pleased with this discourse; and said, “That he was
not worthy to be born at first, if he should reject the determination of God
and of his father, and should not resign himself up readily to both their
pleasures; since it would have been unjust if he had not obeyed, even if his
father alone had so resolved.” So he went immediately to the altar to be
sacrificed. And the deed had been done if God had not opposed it; for he
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called loudly to Abraham by his name, and forbade him to slay his son;
and said, “It was not out of a desire of human blood that he was
commanded to slay his son, nor was he willing that he should be taken
away from him whom he had made his father, but to try the temper of his
mind, whether he would be obedient to such a command. Since therefore
he now was satisfied as to that his alacrity, and the surprising readiness he
showed in this his piety, he was delighted in having bestowed such
blessings upon him; and that he would not be wanting in all sort of concern
about him, and in bestowing other children upon him; and that his son
should live to a very great age; that he should live a happy life, and
bequeath a large principality to his children, who should be good and
legitimate.” He foretold also, that his family should increase into many
nations ™2° and that those patriarchs should leave behind them an
everlasting name; that they should obtain the possession of the land of
Canaan, and be envied by all men. When God had said this, he produced to
them a ram, which did not appear before, for the sacrifice. So Abraham and
Isaac receiving each other unexpectedly, and having obtained the promises
of such great blessings, embraced one another; and when they had
sacrificed, they returned to Sarah, and lived happily together, God
affording them his assistance in all things they desired.
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CHAPTER 14

CONCERNING SARAH ABRAHAM’S WIFE; AND HOW SHE
ENDED HER DAYS.

Now Sarah died a little while after, having lived one hundred and
twenty-seven years. They buried her in Hebron; the Canaanites publicly
allowing them a burying-place; which piece of ground Abraham bought for
four hundred shekels, of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And both
Abraham and his descendants built themselves sepulchers in that place.
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CHAPTER 15

HOW THE NATION OF THE TROGLODYTES WERE DERIVED
FROM ABRAHAM BY KETURAH.

ABRAHAM after this married Keturah, by whom six sons were born to him,
men of courage, and of sagacious minds: Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan,
and Madian, and Josabak, and Sous. Now the sons of Sous were Sabathan
and Dadan. The sons of Dadan were Latusim, and Assur, and Luom. The
sons of Madiau were Ephas, and Ophren, and Anoch, and Ebidas, and
Eldas. Now, for all these sons and grandsons, Abraham contrived to settle
them in colonies; and they took possession of Troglodytis, and the
country of Arabia the Happy, as far as it reaches to the Red Sea. It is
related of this Ophren, that he made war against Libya, and took it, and
that his grandchildren, when they inhabited it, called it (from his name)
Africa. And indeed Alexander Polyhistor gives his attestation to what |
here say; who speaks thus: “Cleodemus the prophet, who was also called
Malchus, who wrote a History of the Jews, in agreement with the History
of Moses, their legislator, relates, that there were many sons born to
Abraham by Keturah: nay, he names three of them, Apher, and Surim, and
Japhran. That from Surim was the land of Assyria denominated; and that
from the other two (Apher and Japbran) the country of Africa took its
name, because these men were auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought
against Libya and Antaeus; and that Hercules married Aphra’s daughter,
and of her he begat a son, Diodorus; and that Sophon was his son, from
whom that barbarous people called Sophacians were denominated.”
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CHAPTER 16

HOW ISAAC TOOK REBEKA TO WIFE.

1. Now when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had resolved to take Rebeka,
who was grand-daughter to his brother Nahor, for a wife to his son Isaac,
who was then about forty years old, he sent the ancientest of his servants
to betroth her, after he had obliged him to give him the strongest
assurances of his fidelity; which assurances were given after the manner
following: — They put each other’s hands under each other’s thighs; then
they called upon God as the witness of what was to be done. He also sent
such presents to those that were there as were in esteem, on account that
that they either rarely or never were seen in that country, The servant got
thither not under a considerable time; for it requires much time to pass
through Meopotamia, in which it is tedious traveling, both in the winter
for the depth of the clay, and in summer for want of water; and, besides
this, for the robberies there committed, which are not to be avoided by
travelers but by caution beforehand. However, the servant came to Haran;
and when he was in the suburbs, he met a considerable number of maidens
going to the water; he therefore prayed to God that Rebeka might be found
among them, or her whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espouse to
his son, in case his will were that this marriage should be consummated,
and that she might be made known to him by the sign, That while others
denied him water to drink, she might give it him.

2. With this intention he went to the well, and desired the maidens to give
him some water to drink: but while the others refused, on pretense that
they wanted it all at home, and could spare none for him, one only of the
company rebuked them for their peevish behavior towards the stranger;
and said, What is there that you will ever communicate to anybody, who
have not so much as given the man some water? She then offered him
water in an obliging manner. And now he began to hope that his grand
affair would succeed; but desiring still to know the truth, he commended
her for her generosity and good nature, that she did not scruple to afford a
sufficiency of water to those that wanted it, though it cost her some pains
to draw it; and asked who were her parents, and wished them joy of such a
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daughter. “And mayst thou be espoused,” said he, “to their satisfaction,
into the family of an agreeable husband, and bring him legitimate children.”
Nor did she disdain to satisfy his inquiries, but told him her family.
“They,” says she, “call me Rebeka; my father was Bethuel, but he is dead;
and Laban is my brother; and, together with my mother, takes care of all
our family affairs, and is the guardian of my virginity.” When the servant
heard this, he was very glad at what had happened, and at what was told
him, as perceiving that God had thus plainly directed his journey; and
producing his bracelets, and some other ornaments which it was esteemed
decent for virgins to wear, he gave them to the damsel, by way of
acknowledgment, and as a reward for her kindness in giving him water to
drink; saying, it was but just that she should have them, because she was
so much more obliging than any of the rest. She desired also that he would
come and lodge with them, since the approach of the night gave him not
time to proceed farther. And producing his precious ornaments for
women, he said he desired to trust them to none more safely than to such
as she had shown herself to be; and that he believed he might guess at the
humanity of her mother and brother, that they would not be displeased,
from the virtue he found in her; for he would not be burdensome, but
would pay the hire for his entertainment, and spend his own money. To
which she replied, that he guessed right as to the humanity of her parents;
but complained that he should think them so parsimonious as to take
money, for that he should have all on free cost. But she said she would
first inform her brother Laban, and, if he gave her leave, she would conduct
him in.

3. As soon then as this was over, she introduced the stranger; and for the
camels, the servants of Laban brought them in, and took care of them; and
he was himself brought in to supper by Laban. And, after supper, he says
to him, and to the mother of the damsel, addressing himself to her,
“Abraham is the son of Terah, and a kinsman of yours; for Nahor, the
grandfather of these children, was the brother of Abraham, by both father
and mother; upon which account he hath sent me to you, being desirous to
take this damsel for his son to wife. He is his legitimate son, and is brought
up as his only heir. He could indeed have had the most happy of all the
women in that country for him, but he would not have his son marry any
of them; but, out of regard to his own relations, he desired him to match



119

here, whose affection and inclination | would not have you despise; for it
was by the good pleasure of God that other accidents fell out in my
journey, and that thereby I lighted upon your daughter and your house; for
when | was near to the city, | saw a great many maidens coming to a well,
and | prayed that | might meet with this damsel, which has come to pass
accordingly. Do you therefore confirm that marriage, whose espousals
have been already made by a Divine appearance; and show the respect you
have for Abraham, who hath sent me with so much solicitude, in giving
your consent to the marriage of this damsel.” Upon this they understood it
to be the will of God, and greatly approved of the offer, and sent their
daughter, as was desired. Accordingly Isaac married her, the inheritance
being now come to him; for the children by Keturah were gone to their
own remote habitations.
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CHAPTER 17

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM.

A LiTTLE while after this Abraham died. He was a man of incomparable
virtue, and honored by God in a manner agreeable to his piety towards
him. The whole time of his life was one hundred seventy and five years,

and he was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their sons Isaac and
Ismael.
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CHAPTER 18

CONCERNING THE SONS OF ISAAC, ESAU AND JACOB; OF
THEIR NATIVITY AND EDUCATION.

1. Now lsaac’s wife proved with child, after the death of Abraham;

and when her belly was greatly burdened, Isaac was very anxious, and
inquired of God; who answered, that Rebeka should bear twins; and that
two nations should take the names of those sons; and that he who
appeared the second should excel the elder. Accordingly she, in a little
time, as God had foretold, bare twins; the elder of whom, from his head to
his feet, was very rough and hairy; but the younger took hold of his heel as
they were in the birth. Now the father loved the elder, who was called
Esau, a name agreeable to his roughness, for the Hebrews call such a hairy
roughness [Esau, ! or] Seir; but Jacob the younger was best beloved by
his mother.

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac resolved to go into Egypt,
the land there being good; but he went to Gerar, as God commanded him.
Here Abimelech the king received him, because Abraham had formerly
lived with him, and had been his friend. And as in the beginning he treated
him exceeding kindly, so he was hindered from continuing in the same
disposition to the end, by his envy at him; for when he saw that God was
with Isaac, and took such great care of him, he drove him away from him.
But Isaac, when he saw how envy had changed the temper of Abimelech
retired to a place called the Valley, not far from Gerar: and as he was
digging a well, the shepherds fell upon him, and began to fight, in order to
hinder the work; and because he did not desire to contend, the shepherds
seemed to get the him, so he still retired, and dug another and when certain
other shepherds of Abimelech began to offer him violence, he left that also,
still retired, thus purchasing security to himself a rational and prudent
conduct. At length the gave him leave to dig a well without disturbance. He
named this well Rehoboth, which denotes a large space; but of the former
wells, one was called Escon, which denotes strife, the other Sitenna, name
signifies enmity.
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3. It was now that Isaac’s affairs increased, and in a flourishing condition;
and this his great riches. But Abimelech, thinking in opposition to him,
while their living made them suspicious of each other, and retiring showing
a secret enmity also, he was afraid that his former friendship with Isaac
would not secure him, if Isaac should endeavor the injuries he had formerly
offered him; he therefore renewed his friendship with him, Philoc, one of
his generals. And when he had obtained every thing he desired, by reason
of Isaac’s good nature, who preferred the earlier friendship Abimelech had
shown to himself and his father to his later wrath against him, he returned
home.

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, whom the father principally
loved, was now come to the age of forty years, he married Adah, the
daughter of Helon, and Aholibamah, the daughter of Esebeon; which Helon
and Esebeon were great lords among the Canaanites: thereby taking upon
himself the authority, and pretending to have dominion over his own
marriages, without so much as asking the advice of his father; for had Isaac
been the arbitrator, he had not given him leave to marry thus, for he was
not pleased with contracting any alliance with the people of that country;
but not caring to be uneasy to his son by commanding him to put away
these wives, he resolved to be silent.

5. But when he was old, and could not see at all, he called Esau to him, and
told him, that besides his blindness, and the disorder of his eyes, his very
old age hindered him from his worship of God [by sacrifice]; he bid him
therefore to go out a hunting, and when he had caught as much venison as
he could, to prepare him a supper "2 that after this he might make
supplication to God, to be to him a supporter and an assister during the
whole time of his life; saying, that it was uncertain when he should die,
and that he was desirous, by prayers for him, to procure, beforehand, God
to be merciful to him.

6. Accordingly, Esau went out a hunting. But Rebeka "** thinking it
proper to have the supplication made for obtaining the favor of God to
Jacob, and that without the consent of Isaac, bid him kill kids of the goats,
and prepare a supper. So Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her
instructions. Now when the supper was got ready, he took a goat’s skin,
and put it about his arm, that by reason of its hairy roughness, he might
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by his father be believed to be Esau; for they being twins, and in all things
else alike, differed only in this thing. This was done out of his fear, that
before his father had made his supplications, he should be caught in his
evil practice, and lest he should, on the contrary, provoke his father to
curse him. So he brought in the supper to his father. Isaac perceivest to be
Esau.” So suspecting no deceit, he ate the supper, and betook himself to
his prayers and intercessions with God; and said, “O Lord of all ages, and
Creator of all substance; for it was thou that didst propose to my father
great plenty of good things, and hast vouchsafed to bestow on me what |
have; and hast promised to my posterity to be their kind supporter, and to
bestow on them still greater blessings; do thou therefore confirm these thy
promises, and do not overlook me, because of my present weak condition,
on account of which I most earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to this my
son; and preserve him and keep him from every thing that is evil. Give him
a happy life, and the possession of as many good things as thy power is
able to bestow. Make him terrible to his enemies, and honorable and
beloved among his friends.”

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his prayers had been made for
Esau. He had but just finished them, when Esau came in from hunting.
And when Isaac perceived his mistake, he was silent: but Esau required
that he might be made partaker of the like blessing from his father that his
brother had partook of; but his father refused it, because all his prayers
had been spent upon Jacob: so Esau lamented the mistake. However, his
father being grieved at his weeping, said, that “he should excel in hunting
and strength of body, in arms, and all such sorts of work; and should
obtain glory for ever on those accounts, he and his posterity after him; but
still should serve his brother.”

8. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when she was afraid that his brother
would inflict some punishment upon him because of the mistake about the
prayers of Isaac; for she persuaded her husband to take a wife for Jacob
out of Mesopotamia, of her own kindred, Esau having married already
Basemmath, the daughter of Ismael, without his father’s consent; for Isaac
did not like the Canaanites, so that he disapproved of Esau’s former
marriages, which made him take Basemmath to wife, in order to please
him; and indeed he had a great affection for her.
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CHAPTER 19

CONCERNING JACOB’S FLIGHT INTO MESOPOTAMIA, BY
REASON OF THE FEAR HE WAS IN OF HIS BROTHER.

1. Now Jacob was sent by his mother to Mesopotamia, in order to marry
Laban her brother’s daughter (which marriage was permitted by Isaac, on
account of his obsequiousness to the desires of his wife); and he
accordingly journeyed through the land of Canaan; and because he hated
the people of that country, he would not lodge with any of them, but took
up his lodging in the open air, and laid his head on a heap of stones that he
had gathered together. At which time he saw in his sleep such a vision
standing by him: — he seemed to see a ladder that reached from the earth
unto heaven, and persons descending upon the ladder that seemed more
excellent than human; and at last God himself stood above it, and was
plainly visible to him, who, calling him by his name, spake to him in these
words: —

2. “O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the son of a good father, and
grandson of one who had obtained a great reputation for his eminent
virtue, to be dejected at thy present circumstances, but to hope for better
times, for thou shalt have great abundance of all good things, by my
assistance: for | brought Abraham hither, out of Mesopotamia, when he
was driven away by his kinsmen, and | made thy father a happy man, nor
will I bestow a lesser degree of happiness on thyself: be of good courage,
therefore, and under my conduct proceed on this thy journey, for the
marriage thou goest so zealously about shall be consummated. And thou
shalt have children of good characters, but their multitude shall be
innumerable; and they shall leave what they have to a still more numerous
posterity, to whom, and to whose posterity, | give the dominion of all the
land, and their posterity shall fill the entire earth and sea, so far as the sun
beholds them: but do not thou fear any danger, nor be afraid of the many
labors thou must undergo, for by my providence | will direct thee what
thou art to do in the time present, and still much more in the time to
come.”
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3. Such were the predictions which God made to Jacob; whereupon he
became very joyful at what he had seen and heard; and he poured oil on
the stones, because on them the prediction of such great benefits was
made. He also vowed a vow, that he would offer sacrifices upon them, if
he lived and returned safe; and if he came again in such a condition, he
would give the tithe of what he had gotten to God. He also judged the
place to be honorable and gave it the name of Bethel, which, in the Greek,
is interpreted, The House of God.

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotamia, and at length came to
Haran; and meeting with shepherds in the suburbs, with boys grown up,
and maidens sitting about a certain well, he staid with them, as wanting
water to drink; and beginning to discourse with them, he asked them
whether they knew such a one as Laban, and whether he was still alive.
Now they all said they knew him, for he was not so inconsiderable a
person as to be unknown to any of them; and that his daughter fed her
father’s flock together with them; and that indeed they wondered that she
was not yet come, for by her means thou mightest learn more exactly
whatever thou desirest to know about that family. While they were saying
this the damsel came, and the other shepherds that came down along with
her. Then they showed her Jacob, and told her that he was a stranger, who
came to inquire about her father’s affairs. But she, as pleased, after the
custom of children, with Jacob’s coming, asked him who he was, and
whence he came to them, and what it was he lacked that he came thither.
She also wished it might he in their power to supply the wants he came
about.

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much by their kindred, nor by
that affection which might arise thence, as by his love to the damsel, and
his surprise at her beauty, which was so flourishing, as few of the women
of that age could vie with. He said then, “There is a relation between thee
and me, elder than either thy or my birth, if thou be the daughter of Laban;
for Abraham was the son of Terah, as well as Haran and Nahor. Of the last
of whom (Nahor) Bethuel thy grandfather was the son. Isaac my father
was the son of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter of Haran. But
there is a nearer and later cement of mutual kindred which we bear to one
another, for my mother Rebeka was sister to Laban thy father, both by the
same father and mother; I therefore and thou are cousin-germans. And | am
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now come to salute you, and to renew that affinity which is proper
between us.” Upon this the damsel, at the mention of Rebeka, as usually
happens to young persons, wept, and that out of the kindness she had for
her father, and embraced Jacob, she having learned an account of Rebeka
from her father, and knew that her parents loved to hear her named; and
when she had saluted him, she said that “he brought the most desirable and
greatest pleasures to her father, with all their family, who was always
mentioning his mother, and always thinking of her, and her alone; and that
this will make thee equal in his eyes to any advantageous circumstances
whatsoever.” Then she bid him go to her father, and follow her while she
conducted him to him; and not to deprive him of such a pleasure, by
staying any longer away from him.

6. When she had said thus, she brought him to Laban; and being owned by
his uncle, he was secure himself, as being among his friends; and he
brought a great deal of pleasure to them by his unexpected coning. But a
little while afterward, Laban told him that he could not express in words
the joy he had at his coming; but still he inquired of him the occasion of his
coming, and why he left his aged mother and father, when they wanted to
be taken care of by him; and that he would afford him all the assistance he
wanted. Then Jacob gave him an account of the whole occasion of his
journey, and told him, “that Isaac had two sons that were twins, himself
and Esau; who, because he failed of his father’s prayers, which by his
mother’s wisdom were put up for him, sought to kill him, as deprived of
the kingdom "3* which was to be given him of God, and of the blessings
for which their father prayed; and that this was the occasion of his coming
hither, as his mother had commanded him to do: for we are all (says he)
brethren one to another; but our mother esteems an alliance with your
family more than she does one with the families of the country; so | look
upon yourself and God to be the supporters of my travels, and think
myself safe in my present circumstances.”

7. Now Laban promised to treat him with great humanity, both on account
of his ancestors, and particularly for the sake of his mother, towards
whom, he said, he would show his kindness, even though she were absent,
by taking care of him; for he assured him he would make him the head
shepherd of his flock, and give him authority sufficient for that purpose;
and when he should have a mind to return to his parents, he would send
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him back with presents, and this in as honorable a manner as the nearness
of their relation should require. This Jacob heard gladly; and said he would
willingly, and with pleasure, undergo any sort of pains while he tarried
with him, but desired Rachel to wife, as the reward of those pains, who
was not only on other accounts esteemed by him, but also because she
was the means of his coming to him; for he said he was forced by the love
of the damsel to make this proposal. Laban was well pleased with this
agreement, and consented to give the damsel to him, as not desirous to
meet with any better son-in-law; and said he would do this, if he would
stay with him some time, for he was not willing to send his daughter to be
among the Canaanites, for he repented of the alliance he had made already
by marrying his sister there. And when Jacob had given his consent to
this, he agreed to stay seven years; for so many years he had resolved to
serve his father-in-law, that, having given a specimen of his virtue, it might
be better known what sort of a man he was. And Jacob, accepting of his
terms, after the time was over, he made the wedding-feast; and when it
was night, without Jacob’s perceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed
to him, who was both elder than Rachel, and of no comely countenance:
Jacob lay with her that night, as being both in drink and in the dark.
However, when it was day, he knew what had been done to him; and he
reproached Laban for his unfair proceeding with him; who asked pardon
for that necessity which forced him to do what he did; for he did not give
him Lea out of any ill design, but as overcome by another greater
necessity: that, notwithstanding this, nothing should hinder him from
marrying Rachel; but that when he had served another seven years, he
would give him her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to this condition, for
his love to the damsel did not permit him to do otherwise; and when
another seven years were gone, he took Rachel to wife.

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by their father’s donation. Zilpha
was handmaid to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel; by no means slaves, * but
however subject to their mistresses. Now Lea was sorely troubled at her
husband’s love to her sister; and she expected she should be better
esteemed if she bare him children: so she entreated God perpetually; and
when she had borne a son, and her husband was on that account better
reconciled to her, she named her son Reubel, because God had had mercy
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upon her, in giving her a son, for that is the signification of this name.
After some time she bare three more sons; Simeon, which

name signifies that God had hearkened to her prayer. Then she bare Levi,
the confirmer of their friendship. After him was born Judah, which denotes
thanksgiving. But Rachel, fearing lest the fruitfulness of her sister should
make herself enjoy a lesser share of Jacob’s affections, put to bed to him
her handmaid Bilha; by whom Jacob had Dan: one may interpret that name
into the Greek tongue, a divine judgment. And after him Nephthalim, as it
were, unconguerable in stratagems, since Rachel tried to conquer the
fruitfulness of her sister by this stratagem. Accordingly, Lea took the same
method, and used a counter-stratagem to that of her sister; for she put to
bed to him her own handmaid. Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a son, whose
name was Gad, which may be interpreted fortune; and after him Asher,
which may be called a happy man, because he added glory to Lea. Now
Reubel, the eldest son of Lea, brought apples of mandrakes "*° to his
mother. When Rachel saw them, she desired that she would give her the
apples, for she longed to eat them; but when she refused, and bid her be
content that she had deprived her of the benevolence she ought to have had
from her husband, Rachel, in order to mitigate her sister’s anger, said she
would yield her husband to her; and he should lie with her that evening.
She accepted of the favor, and Jacob slept with Lea, by the favor of
Rachel. She bare then these sons: Issachar, denoting one born by hire: and
Zabulon, one born as a pledge of benevolence towards her; and a daughter,
Dina. After some time Rachel had a son, named Joseph, which signified
there should be another added to him.

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his father-in-law all this time, being
twenty years, after which he desired leave of his father-in-law to take his
wives and go home; but when his father-in-law would not give him leave,
he contrived to do it secretly. He made trial therefore of the disposition of
his wives what they thought of this journey; — when they appeared glad,
and approved of it. Rachel took along with her the images of the gods,
which, according to their laws, they used to worship in their own country,
and ran away together with her sister. The children also of them both, and
the handmaids, and what possessions they had, went along with them.
Jacob also drove away half the cattle, without letting Laban know of it
beforehand But the reason why Rachel took the images of the gods,
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although Jacob had taught her to despise such worship of those gods, was
this, That in case they were pursued, and taken by her father, she might
have recourse to these images, in order obtain his pardon.

10. But Laban, after one day’s time, being acquainted with Jacob’s and his
daughters’ departure, was much troubled, and pursued after them, leading
a band of men with him; and on the seventh day overtook them, and found
them resting on a certain hill; and then indeed he did not meddle with them,
for it was even-tide; but God stood by him in a dream, and warned him to
receive his son-in-law and his daughters in a peaceable manner; and not to
venture upon any thing rashly, or in wrath to but to make a league with
Jacob. And he him, that if he despised their small number, attacked them
in a hostile manner, he would assist them. When Laban had been thus
forewarned by God, he called Jacob to him the next day, in order to treat
with him, and showed him what dream he had; in dependence whereupon
he came confidently to him, and began to accuse him, alleging that he had
entertained him when he was poor, and in want of all things, and had given
him plenty of all things which he had. “For,” said he, “I have joined my
daughters to thee in marriage, and supposed that thy kindness to me be
greater than before; but thou hast had no regard to either thy mother’s
relations to me, nor to the affinity now newly contracted between us; nor
to those wives whom thou hast married; nor to those children, of whom |
am the grandfather. Thou hast treated me as an enemy, driving away my
cattle, and by persuading my daughters to run away from their father; and
by carrying home those sacred paternal images which were worshipped by
my forefathers, and have been honored with the like worship which they
paid them by myself. In short, thou hast done this whilst thou art my
kinsman, and my sister’s son, and the husband of my daughters, and was
hospiably treated by me, and didst eat at my table.” When Laban had said
this, Jacob made his defense — That he was not the only person in whom
God had implanted the love of his native country, but that he had made it
natural to all men; and that therefore it was but reasonable that, after so
long time, he should go back to it. “But as to the prey, of whose driving
away thou accusest me, if any other person were the arbitrator, thou
wouldst be found in the wrong; for instead of those thanks | ought to have
had from thee, for both keeping thy cattle, and increasing them, how is it
that thou art unjustly angry at me because | have taken, and have with me,
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a small portion of them? But then, as to thy daughters, take notice, that it
is not through any evil practices of mine that they follow me in my return
home, but from that just affection which wives naturally have to their
husbands. They follow therefore not so properly myself as their own
children.” And thus far of his apology was made, in order to clear himself
of having acted unjustly. To which he added his own complaint and
accusation of Laban; saying, “While | was thy sister’s son, and thou hadst
given me thy daughters in marriage, thou hast worn me out with thy harsh
commands, and detained me twenty years under them. That indeed which
was required in order to my marrying thy daughters, hard as it was, |1 own
to have been tolerable; but as to those that were put upon me after those
marriages, they were worse, and such indeed as an enemy would have
avoided.” For certainly Laban had used Jacob very ill; for when he saw
that God was assisting to Jacob in all that he desired, he promised him,
that of the young cattle which should be born, he should have sometimes
what was of a white color, and sometimes what should be of a black color;
but when those that came to Jacob’s share proved numerous, he did not
keep his faith with him, but said he would give them to him the next year,
because of his envying him the multitude of his possessions. He promised
him as before, because he thought such an increase was not to be expected;
but when it appeared to be fact, he deceived him.

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid him search for them; and
when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel, being informed of it, put those
images into that camel’s saddle on which she rode, and sat upon it; and
said, that her natural purgation hindered her rising up: so Laban left off
searching any further, not supposing that his daughter in such
circumstances would approach to those images. So he made a league with
Jacob, and bound it by oaths, that he would not bear him any malice on
account of what had happened; and Jacob made the like league, and
promised to love Laban’s daughters. And these leagues they confirmed
with oaths also, which the made upon certain as whereon they erected a
pillar, in the form of an altar: whence that hill is called Gilead; and from
thence they call that land the Land of Gilead at this day. Now when they
had feasted, after the making of the league, Laban returned home.
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CHAPTER 20

CONCERNING THE MEETING OF JACOB AND ESAU.

1. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the land of Canaan,
angels appeared to him, and suggested to him good hope of his future
condition; and that place he named the Camp of God. And being desirous
of knowing what his brother’s intentions were to him, he sent messengers,
to give him an exact account of every thing, as being afraid, on account of
the enmities between them. He charged those that were sent, to say to
Esau, “Jacob had thought it wrong to live together with him while he was
in anger against him, and so had gone out of the country; and that he now,
thinking the length of time of his absence must have made up their
differences, was returning; that he brought with him his wives, and his
children, with what possessions he had gotten; and delivered himself, with
what was most dear to him, into his hands; and should think it his greatest
happiness to partake together with his brother of what God had bestowed
upon him.” So these messengers told him this message. Upon which Esau
was very glad, and met his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob,
when he heard that he was coming to meet him with such a number of
men, was greatly afraid: however, he committed his hope of deliverance to
God; and considered how, in his present circumstances, he might preserve
himself and those that were with him, and overcome his enemies if they
attacked him injuriously. He therefore distributed his company into parts;
some he sent before the rest, and the others he ordered to come close
behind, that so, if the first were overpowered when his brother attacked
them, they might have those that followed as a refuge to fly unto. And
when he had put his company in this order, he sent some of them to carry
presents to his brother. The presents were made up of cattle, and a great
number of four-footed beasts, of many kinds, such as would be very
acceptable to those that received them, on account of their rarity. Those
who were sent went at certain intervals of space asunder, that, by
following thick, one after another, they might appear to be more
numerous, that Esau might remit of his anger on account of these presents,
if he were still in a passion. Instructions were also given to those that were
sent to speak gently to him.
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2. When Jacob had made these appointments all the day, and night came
on, he moved on with his company; and, as they were gone over a certain
river called Jabboc, Jacob was left behind; and meeting with an angel, he
wrestled with him, the angel beginning the struggle: but he prevailed over
the angel, who used a voice, and spake to him in words, exhorting him to
be pleased with what had happened to him, and not to suppose that his
victory was a small one, but that he had overcome a divine angel, and to
esteem the victory as a sign of great blessings that should come to him, and
that his offspring should never fall, and that no man should be too hard for
his power. He also commanded him to be called Israel, which in the
Hebrew tongue signifies one that struggled with the divine angel. ©*” These
promises were made at the prayer of Jacob; for when he perceived him to
be the angel of God, he desired he would signify to him what should befall
him hereafter. And when the angel had said what is before related, he
disappeared; but Jacob was pleased with these things, and named the place
Phanuel, which signifies, the face of God. Now when he felt pain, by this
struggling, upon his broad sinew, he abstained from eating that sinew
himself afterward; and for his sake it is still not eaten by us.

3. When Jacob understood that his brother was near, he ordered his wives
to go before, each by herself, with the handmaids, that they might see the
actions of the men as they were fighting, if Esau were so disposed. He
then went up to his brother Esau, and bowed down to him, who had no
evil design upon him, but saluted him; and asked him about the company
of the children and of the women; and desired, when he had understood all
he wanted to know about them, that he would go along with him to their
father; but Jacob pretending that the cattle were weary, Esau returned to
Seir, for there was his place of habitation, he having named the place
Roughness, from his own hairy roughness.
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CHAPTER 21

CONCERNING THE VIOLATION OF DINA’S CHASTITY.

1. HEREUPON Jacob came to the place, till this day called Tents (Succoth);
from whence he went to Shechem, which is a city of the Canaanites. Now
as the Shechemites were keeping a festival Dina, who was the only
daughter of Jacob, went into the city to see the finery of the women of
that country. But when Shechem, the son of Hamor the king, saw her, he
defiled her by violence; and being greatly in love with her, desired of his
father that he would procure the damsel to him for a wife. To which desire
he condescended, and came to Jacob, desiring him to give leave that his son
Shechem might, according to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, not knowing
how to deny the desire of one of such great dignity, and yet not thinking it
lawful to marry his daughter to a stranger, entreated him to give him leave
to have a consultation about what he desired him to do. So the king went
away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this marriage. But Jacob
informed his sons of the defilement of their sister, and of the address of
Hamor; and desired them to give their advice what they should do. Upon
fills, the greatest part said nothing, not knowing what advice to give. But
Simeon and Levi, the brethren of the damsel by the same mother, agreed
between themselves upon the action following: It being now the time of a
festival, when the Shechemites were employed in ease and feasting, they
fell upon the watch when they were asleep, and, coming into the city, slew
all the males ™ as also the king, and his son, with them; but spared the
women. And when they had done this without their father’s consent, they
brought away their sister.

2. Now while Jacob was astonished at the greatness of this act, and was
severely blaming his sons for it, God stood by him, and bid him be of good
courage; but to purify his tents, and to offer those sacrifices which he had
vowed to offer when he went first into Mesopotamia, and saw his vision.
As he was therefore purifying his followers, he lighted upon the gods of
Laban; (for he did not before know they were stolen by Rachel;) and he
hid them in the earth, under an oak, in Shechem. And departing thence, he
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offered sacrifice at Bethel, the place where he saw his dream, when he
went first into Mesopotamia.

3. And when he was gone thence, and was come over against Ephrata, he
there buried Rachel, who died in child-bed: she was the only one of
Jacob’s kindred that had not the honor of burial at Hebron. And when he
had mourned for her a great while, he called the son that was born of her
Benjamin, "> because of the sorrow the mother had with him. These are
all the children of Jacob, twelve males and one female. — Of them eight
were legitimate, — viz. six of Lea, and two of Rachel; and four were of the
handmaids, two of each; all whose names have been set down already.
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CHAPTER 22

HOW ISAAC DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN HEBRON.

From thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city situate among the Canaanites;
and there it was that Isaac lived: and so they lived together for a little
while; for as to Rebeka, Jacob did not find her alive. Isaac also died not
long after the coming of his son; and was buried by his sons, with his wife,
in Hebron, where they had a monument belonging to them from their
forefathers. Now Isaac was a man who was beloved of God, and was
vouchsafed great instances of providence by God, after Abraham his
father, and lived to be exceeding old; for when he had lived virtuously one
hundred and eighty-five years, he then died.
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BOOK 2

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND
TWENTY YEARS.

FROM THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO
THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT

CHAPTER 1

HOW ESAU AND JACOB, ISAAC’S SONS DIVIDED THEIR HABITATION,;
AND ESAU POSSESSED IDUMEA AND JACOB CANAAN.

1. AFTER the death of Isaac, his sons divided their habitations respectively;
nor did they retain what they had before; but Esau departed from the city
of Hebron, and left it to his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over
Idumea. He called the country by that name from himself, for he was
named Adom; which appellation he got on the following occasion: — One
day returning from the toil of hunting very hungry, (it was when he was a
child in age,) he lighted on his brother when he was getting ready
lentile-pottage for his dinner, which was of a very red color; on which
account he the more earnestly longed for it, and desired him to give him
some of it to eat: but he made advantage of his brother’s hunger, and
forced him to resign up to him his birthright; and he, being pinched with
famine, resigned it up to him, under an oath. Whence it came, that, on
account of the redness of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, by his
contemporaries, called Adom, for the Hebrews call what is red Adom; and
this was the name given to the country; but the Greeks gave it a more
agreeable pronunciation, and named it Idumea.

2. He became the father of five sons; of whom Jaus, and Jalomus, and
Coreus, were by one wife, whose name was Alibama; but of the rest,
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Aliphaz was born to him by Ada, and Raguel by Basemmath: and these
were the sons of Esau. Aliphaz had five legitimate sons; Theman, Omer,
Saphus, Gotham, and Kanaz; for Amalek was not legitimate, but by a
concubine, whose name was Thamna. These dwelt in that part of Idumea
which is called Gebalitis, and that denominated from Amalek, Amalekitis;
for Idumea was a large country, and did then preserve the name of the
whole, while in its several parts it kept the names of its peculiar
inhabitants.
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CHAPTER 2

HOW JOSEPH, THE YOUNGEST OF JACOB’S SONS, WAS
ENVIED BY HIS BRETHREN, WHEN CERTAIN DREAMS HAD
FORESHOWN HIS FUTURE HAPPINESS.

1. IT happened that Jacob came to so great happiness as rarely any other
person had arrived at. He was richer than the rest of the inhabitants of that
country; and was at once envied and admired for such virtuous sons, for
they were deficient in nothing, but were of great souls, both for laboring
with their hands and enduring of toil; and shrewd also in understanding.
And God exercised such a providence over him, and such a care of his
happiness, as to bring him the greatest blessings, even out of what
appeared to be the most sorrowful condition; and to make him the cause of
our forefathers’ departure out of Egypt, him and his posterity. The
occasion was this: — When Jacob had his son Joseph born to him by
Rachel, his father loved him above the rest of his sons, both because of the
beauty of his body, and the virtues of his mind, for he excelled the rest in
prudence. This affection of his father excited the envy and the hatred of
his brethren; as did also his dreams which he saw, and related to his father,
and to them, which foretold his future happiness, it being usual with
mankind to envy their very nearest relations such their prosperity. Now
the visions which Joseph saw in his sleep were these: —

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, and Joseph was sent by his
father, with his brethren, to gather the fruits of the earth, he saw a vision
in a dream, but greatly exceeding the customary appearances that come
when we are asleep; which, when he was got up, he told his brethren, that
they might judge what it portended. He said, he saw the last night, that his
wheat-sheaf stood still in the place where he set it, but that their sheaves
ran to bow down to it, as servants bow down to their masters. But as soon
as they perceived the vision foretold that he should obtain power and great
wealth, and that his power should be in opposition to them, they gave no
interpretation of it to Joseph, as if the dream were not by them undestood:
but they prayed that no part of what they suspected to be its meaning
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might come to pass; and they bare a still greater hatred to him on that
account.

3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a second vision to Joseph,
which was much more wonderful than the former; for it seemed to him
that the sun took with him the moon, and the rest of the stars, and came
down to the earth, and bowed down to him. He told the vision to his
father, and that, as suspecting nothing of ill-will from his brethren, when
they were there also, and desired him to interpret what it should signify.
Now Jacob was pleased with the dream: for, considering the prediction in
his mind, and shrewdly and wisely guessing at its meaning, he rejoiced at
the great things thereby signified, because it declared the future happiness
of his son; and that, by the blessing of God, the time would come when he
should be honored, and thought worthy of worship by his parents and
brethren, as guessing that the moon and sun were like his mother and
father; the former, as she that gave increase and nourishment to all things;
and the latter, he that gave form and other powers to them; and that the
stars were like his brethren, since they were eleven in number, as were the
stars that receive their power from the sun and moon.

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this vision, and that a shrewd
one also. But these interpretations caused very great grief to Joseph’s
brethren; and they were affected to him hereupon as if he were a certain
stranger, that was to those good things which were signified by the dreams
and not as one that was a brother, with whom it was probable they should
be joint-partakers; and as they had been partners in the same parentage, so
should they be of the same happiness. They also resolved to kill the lad;
and having fully ratified that intention of theirs, as soon as their collection
of the fruits was over, they went to Shechem, which is a country good for
feeding of cattle, and for pasturage; there they fed their flocks, without
acquainting their father with their removal thither; whereupon he had
melancholy suspicions about them, as being ignorant of his sons’
condition, and receiving no messenger from the flocks that could inform
him of the true state they were in; so, because he was in great fear about
them, he sent Joseph to the flocks, to learn the circumstances his brethren
were in, and to bring him word how they did.
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CHAPTER 3

HOW JOSEPH WAS THUS SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN INTO
EGYPT, BY REASON OF THEIR HATRED TO HIM; AND HOW HE
THERE GREW FAMOUS AND ILLUSTRIOUS AND HAD HIS
BRETHREN UNDER HIS POWER.

1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as they saw their brother coming
to them, not indeed as at the presence of a near relation, or as at the
presence of one sent by their father, but as at the presence of an enemy,
and one that by Divine Providence was delivered into their hands; and
they already resolved to kill him, and not let slip the opportunity that lay
before them. But when Reubel, the eldest of them, saw them thus
disposed, and that they had agreed together to execute their purpose, he
tried to restrain them, showing them the heinous enterprise they were
going about, and the horrid nature of it; that this action would appear
wicked in the sight of God, and impious before men, even though they
should kill one not related to them; but much more flagitious and
detestable to appear to have slain their own brother, by which act the
father must be treated unjustly in the son’s slaughter, and the mother "
also be in perplexity while she laments that her son is taken away from
her, and this not in a natural way neither. So he entreated them to have a
regard to their own consciences, and wisely to consider what mischief
would betide them upon the death of so good a child, and their youngest
brother; that they would also fear God, who was already both a spectator
and a witness of the designs they had against their brother; that he would
love them if they abstained from this act, and yielded to repentance and
amendment; but in case they proceeded to do the fact, all sorts of
punishments would overtake them from God for this murder of their
brother, since they polluted his providence, which was every where
present, and which did not overlook what was done, either in deserts or in
cities; for wheresoever a man is, there ought he to suppose that God is
also. He told them further, that their consciences would be their enemies, if
they attempted to go through so wicked an enterprise, which they can
never avoid, whether it be a good conscience; or whether it be such a one
as they will have within them when once they have killed their brother. He
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also added this besides to what he had before said, that it was not a
righteous thing to kill a brother, though he had injured them; that it is a
good thing to forget the actions of such near friends, even in things wherein
they might seem to have offended; but that they were going to kill Joseph,
who had been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in whose case
the infirmity of his small age should rather procure him mercy, and move
them to unite together in the care of his preservation. That the cause of
killing him made the act itself much worse, while they determined to take
him off out of envy at his future prosperity, an equal share of which they
would naturally partake while he enjoyed it, since they were to him not
strangers, but the nearest relations, for they might reckon upon what God
bestowed upon Joseph as their own; and that it was fit for them to
believe, that the anger of God would for this cause be more severe upon
them, if they slew him who was judged by God to be worthy of that
prosperity which was to be hoped for; and while, by murdering him, they
made it impossible for God to bestow it upon him.

2. Reubel said these and many other things, and used entreaties to them,
and thereby endeavored to divert them from the murder of their brother.
But when he saw that his discourse had not mollified them at all, and that
they made haste to do the fact, he advised them to alleviate the wickedness
they were going about, in the manner of taking Joseph off; for as he had
exhorted them first, when they were going to revenge themselves, to be
dissuaded from doing it; so, since the sentence for killing their brother had
prevailed, he said that they would not, however, be so grossly guilty, if
they would be persuaded to follow his present advice, which would
include what they were so eager about, but was not so very bad, but, in
the distress they were in, of a lighter nature. He begged of them, therefore,
not to kill their brother with their own hands, but to cast him into the pit
that was hard by, and so to let him die; by which they would gain so
much, that they would not defile their own hands with his blood. To this
the young men readily agreed; so Reubel took the lad and tied him to a
cord, and let him down gently into the pit, for it had no water at all in it;
who, when he had done this, went his way to seek for such pasturage as
was fit for feeding his flocks.

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob’s sons also, seeing some Arabians, of the
posterity of Ismael, carrying spices and Syrian wares out of the land of
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Gilead to the Egyptians, after Rubel was gone, advised his brethren to
draw Joseph out of the pit, and sell him to the Arabians; for if he should
die among strangers a great way off, they should be freed from this
barbarous action. This, therefore, was resolved on; so they drew Joseph
up out of the pit, and sold him to the merchants for twenty pounds " He
was now seventeen years old. But Reubel, coming in the night-time to the
pit, resolved to save Joseph, without the privity of his brethren; and
when, upon his calling to him, he made no answer, he was afraid that they
had destroyed him after he was gone; of which he complained to his
brethren; but when they had told him what they had done, Reubel left off
his mourning.

4. When Joseph’s brethren had done thus to him, they considered what
they should do to escape the suspicions of their father. Now they had
taken away from Joseph the coat which he had on when he came to them
at the time they let him down into the pit; so they thought proper to tear
that coat to pieces, and to dip it into goats’ blood, and then to carry it and
show it to their father, that he might believe he was destroyed by wild
beasts. And when they had so done, they came to the old man, but this
not till what had happened to his son had already come to his knowledge.
Then they said that they had not seen Joseph, nor knew what mishap had
befallen him; but that they had found his coat bloody and torn to pieces,
whence they had a suspicion that he had fallen among wild beasts, and so
perished, if that was the coat he had on when he came from home. Now
Jacob had before some better hopes that his son was only made a captive;
but now he laid aside that notion, and supposed that this coat was an
evident argument that he was dead, for he well remembered that this was
the coat he had on when he sent him to his brethren; so he hereafter
lamented the lad as now dead, and as if he had been the father of no more
than one, without taking any comfort in the rest; and so he was also
affected with his misfortune before he met with Joseph’s brethren, when
he also conjectured that Joseph was destroyed by wild beasts. He sat
down also clothed in sackcloth and in heavy affliction, insomuch that he
found no ease when his sons comforted him, neither did his pains remit by
length of time.
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CHAPTER 4

CONCERNING THE SIGNAL CHASTITY OF JOSEPH.

1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cook to king Pharaoh,
bought Joseph of the merchants, who sold him to him. He had him in the
greatest honor, and taught him the learning that became a free man, and
gave him leave to make use of a diet better than was allotted to slaves. He
intrusted also the care of his house to him. So he enjoyed these advantages,
yet did not he leave that virtue which he had before, upon such a change of
his condition; but he demonstrated that wisdom was able to govern the
uneasy passions of life, in such as have it in reality, and do not only put it
on for a show, under a present state of prosperity.

2. For when his master’s wife was fallen in love with him, both on account
of his beauty of body, and his dexterous management of affairs; and
supposed, that if she should make it known to him, she could easily
persuade him to come and lie with her, and that he would look upon it as a
piece of happy fortune that his mistress should entreat him, as regarding
that state of slavery he was in, and not his moral character, which
continued after his condition was changed. So she made known her
naughty inclinations, and spake to him about lying with her. However, he
rejected her entreaties, not thinking it agreeable to religion to yield so far to
her, as to do what would tend to the affront and injury of him that
purchased him, and had vouchsafed him so great honors. He, on the
contrary, exhorted her to govern that passion; and laid before her the
impossibility of her obtaining her desires, which he thought might be
conquered, if she had no hope of succeeding; and he said, that as to
himself, he would endure any thing whatever before he would be
persuaded to it; for although it was fit for a slave, as he was, to do nothing
contrary to his mistress, he might well be excused in a case where the
contradiction was to such sort of commands only. But this opposition of
Joseph, when she did not expect it, made her still more violent in her love
to him; and as she was sorely beset with this naughty passion, so she
resolved to compass her design by a second attempt.
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3. When, therefore, there was a public festival coming on, in which it was
the custom for women to come to the public solemnity; she pretended to
her husband that she was sick, as contriving an opportunity for solitude
and leisure, that she might entreat Joseph again. Which opportunity being
obtained, she used more kind words to him than before; and said that it
had been good for him to have yielded to her first solicitation, and to have
given her no repulse, both because of the reverence he ought to bear to her
dignity who solicited him, and because of the vehemence of her passion,
by which she was forced though she were his mistress to condescend
beneath her dignity; but that he may now, by taking more prudent advice,
wipe off the imputation of his former folly; for whether it were that he
expected the repetition of her solicitations she had now made, and that
with greater earnestness than before, for that she had pretended sickness
on this very account, and had preferred his conversation before the festival
and its solemnity; or whether he opposed her former discourses, as not
believing she could be in earnest; she now gave him sufficient security, by
thus repeating her application, that she meant not in the least by fraud to
impose upon him; and assured him, that if he complied with her affections,
he might expect the enjoyment of the advantages he already had; and if he
were submissive to her, he should have still greater advantages; but that he
must look for revenge and hatred from her, in case he rejected her desires,
and preferred the reputation of chastity before his mistress; for that he
would gain nothing by such procedure, because she would then become his
accuser, and would falsely pretend to her husband, that he had attempted
her chastity; and that Potiphar would hearken to her words rather than to
his, let his be ever so agreeable to the truth.

4. When the woman had said thus, and even with tears in her eyes, neither
did pity dissuade Joseph from his chastity, nor did fear compel him to a
compliance with her; but he opposed her solicitations, and did not yield to
her threatenings, and was afraid to do an ill thing, and chose to undergo the
sharpest punishment rather than to enjoy his present advantages, by doing
what his own conscience knew would justly deserve that he should die for
it. He also put her in mind that she was a married woman, and that she
ought to cohabit with her husband only; and desired her to suffer these
considerations to have more weight with her than the short pleasure of
lustful dalliance, which would bring her to repentance afterwards, would
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cause trouble to her, and yet would not amend what had been done amiss.
He also suggested to her the fear she would be in lest they should be
caught; and that the advantage of concealment was uncertain, and that only
while the wickedness was not known [would there be any quiet for them];
but that she might have the enjoyment of her husband’s company without
any danger. And he told her, that in the company of her husband she might
have great boldness from a good conscience, both before God and before
men. Nay, that she would act better like his mistress, and make use of her
authority over him better while she persisted in her chastity, than when
they were both ashamed for what wickedness they had been guilty of; and
that it is much better to a life, well and known to have been so, than upon
the hopes of the concealment of evil practices.

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to restrain the violent passion of
the woman, and to reduce her affections within the rules of reason; but she
grew more ungovernable and earnest in the matter; and since she despaired
of persuading him, she laid her hands upon him, and had a mind to force
him. But as soon as Joseph had got away from her anger, leaving also his
garment with her, for he left that to her, and leaped out of her chamber, she
was greatly afraid lest he should discover her lewdness to her husband, and
greatly troubled at the affront he had offered her; so she resolved to be
beforehand with him, and to accuse Joseph falsely to Potiphar, and by
that means to revenge herself on him for his pride and contempt of her;
and she thought it a wise thing in itself, and also becoming a woman, thus
to prevent his accusation. Accordingly she sat sorrowful and in confusion,
framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, that the sorrow, which was
really for her being disappointed of her lust, might appear to be for the
attempt upon her chastity; so that when her husband came home, and was
disturbed at the sight of her and inquired what was the cause of the
disorder she was in, she began to accuse Joseph: and, “O husband,” said
she, “mayst thou not live a day longer if thou dost not punish the wicked
slave who has desired to defile thy bed; who has neither minded who he
was when he came to our house, so as to behave himself with modesty;
nor has he been mindful of what favors he had received from thy bounty
(as he must be an ungrateful man indeed, unless he, in every respect, carry
himself in a manner agreeable to us): this man, | say, laid a private design
to abuse thy wife, and this at the time of a festival, observing when thou
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wouldst be absent. So that it now is clear that his modesty, as it appeared
to be formerly, was only because of the restraint he was in out of fear of
thee, but that he was not really of a good disposition. This has been
occasioned by his being advanced to honor beyond what he deserved, and
what he hoped for; insomuch that he concluded, that he who was deemed
fit to be trusted with thy estate and the government of thy family, and
was preferred above thy eldest servants, might be allowed to touch thy
wife also.” Thus when she had ended her discourse, she showed him his
garment, as if he then left it with her when he attempted to force her. But
Potiphar not being able to disbelieve what his wife’s tears showed, and
what his wife said, and what he saw himself, and being seduced by his love
to his wife, did not set himself about the examination of the truth; but
taking it for granted that his wife was a modest woman, and condemning
Joseph as a wicked man, he threw him into the malefactors’ prison; and
had a still higher opinion of his wife, and bare her witness that she was a
woman of a becoming modesty and chastity.
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CHAPTER 5

WHAT THINGS BEFELL JOSEPH IN PRISON.

1. Now Joseph, commending all his affairs to God, did not betake himself
to make his defense, nor to give an account of the exact circumstances of
the fact, but silently underwent the bonds and the distress he was in,
firmly believing that God, who knew the cause of his affliction, and the
truth of the fact, would be more powerful than those that inflicted the
punishments upon him: — a proof of whose providence he quickly
received; for the keeper of the prison taking notice of his care and fidelity
in the affairs he had set him about, and the dignity of his countenance,
relaxed his bonds, and thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, and more
supportable to him. He also permitted him to make use of a diet better
than that of the rest of the prisoners. Now, as his fellow prisoners, when
their hard labors were over, fell to discoursing one among another, as is
usual in such as are equal sufferers, and to inquire one of another what
were the occasions of their being condemned to a prison: among them the
king’s cupbearer, and one that had been respected by him, was put in
bonds, upon the king’s anger at him. This man was under the same bonds
with Joseph, and grew more familiar with him; and upon his observing that
Joseph had a better understanding than the rest had, he told him of a dream
he had, and desired he would interpret its meaning, complaining that,
besides the afflictions he underwent from the king, God did also add to
him trouble from his dreams.

2. He therefore said, that in his sleep he saw three clusters of grapes
hanging upon three branches of a vine, large already, and ripe for gathering;
and that he squeezed them into a cup which the king held in his hand; and
when he had strained the wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and that he
received it from him with a pleasant countenance. This, he said, was what
he saw; and he desired Joseph, that if he had any portion of understanding
in such matters, he would tell him what this vision foretold. Who bid him
be of good cheer, and expect to be loosed from his bonds in three days’
time, because the king desired his service, and was about to restore him to
it again; for he let him know that God bestows the fruit of the vine upon
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men for good; which wine is poured out to him, and is the pledge of
fidelity and mutual confidence among men; and puts an end to their
quarrels, takes away passion and grief out of the minds of them that use it,
and makes them cheerful. “Thou sayest that thou didst squeeze this wine
from three clusters of grapes with thine hands, and that the king received
it: know, therefore, that this vision is for thy good, and foretells a release
from thy present distress within the same number of days as the branches
had whence thou gatheredst thy grapes in thy sleep. However, remember
what prosperity | have foretold thee when thou hast found it true by
experience; and when thou art in authority, do not overlook us in this
prison, wherein thou wilt leave us when thou art gone to the place we have
foretold; for we are not in prison for any crime; but for the sake of our
virtue and sobriety are we condemned to suffer the penalty of malefactors,
and because we are not willing to injure him that has thus distressed us,
though it were for our own pleasure.” The cupbearer, therefore, as was
natural to do, rejoiced to hear such an interpretation of his dream, and
waited the completion of what had been thus shown him beforehand.

3. But another servant there was of the king, who had been chief baker,
and was now bound in prison with the cupbearer; he also was in good
hope, upon Joseph’s interpretation of the other’s vision, for he had seen a
dream also; so he desired that Joseph would tell him what the visions he
had seen the night before might mean. They were these that follow: —
“Methought,” says he, “I carried three baskets upon my head; two were
full of loaves, and the third full of sweetmeats and other eatables, such as
are prepared for kings; but that the fowls came flying, and eat them all up,
and had no regard to my attempt to drive them away.” And he expected a
prediction like to that of the cupbearer. But Joseph, considering and
reasoning about the dream, said to him, that he would willingly be an
interpreter of good events to him, and not of such as his dream denounced
to him; but he told him that he had only three days in all to live, for that
the [three] baskets signify, that on the third day he should be crucified,
and devoured by fowls, while he was not able to help himself. Now both
these dreams had the same several events that Joseph foretold they should
have, and this to both the parties; for on the third day before mentioned,
when the king solemnized his birth-day, he crucified the chief baker, but
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set the butler free from his bonds, and restored him to his former
ministration.

4. But God freed Joseph from his confinement, after he had endured his
bonds two years, and had received no assistance from the cupbearer, who
did not remember what he had said to him formerly; and God contrived
this method of deliverance for him. Pharaoh the king had seen in his sleep
the same evening two visions; and after them had the interpretations of
them both given him. He had forgotten the latter, but retained the dreams
themselves. Being therefore troubled at what he had seen, for it seemed to
him to be all of a melancholy nature, the next day he called together the
wisest men among the Egyptians, desiring to learn from them the
interpretation of his dreams. But when they hesitated about them, the king
was so much the more disturbed. And now it was that the memory of
Joseph, and his skill in dreams, came into the mind of the king’s cupbearer,
when he saw the confusion that Pharaoh was in; so he came and mentioned
Joseph to him, as also the vision he had seen in prison, and how the event
proved as he had said; as also that the chief baker was crucified on the
very same day; and that this also happened to him according to the
interpretation of Joseph. That Joseph himself was laid in bonds by
Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a slave; but, he said, he was one of
the noblest of the stock of the Hebrews; and said further, his father lived
in great splendor. “If, therefore, thou wilt send for him, and not despise
him on the score of his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy dreams
signify.” So the king commanded that they should bring Joseph into his
presence; and those who received the command came and brought him
with them, having taken care of his habit, that it might be decent, as the
king had enjoined them to do.

5. But the king took him by the hand; and, “O young man,” says he, “for
my servant bears witness that thou art at present the best and most
skillful person I can consult with; vouchsafe me the same favors which
thou bestowedst on this servant of mine, and tell me what events they are
which the visions of my dreams foreshow; and | desire thee to suppress
nothing out of fear, nor to flatter me with lying words, or with what may
please me, although the truth should be of a melancholy nature. For it
seemed to me that, as | walked by the river, | saw kine fat and very large,
seven in number, going from the river to the marshes; and other kine of the
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same number like them, met them out of the marshes, exceeding lean and
ill-favored, which ate up the fat and the large kine, and yet were no better
than before, and not less miserably pinched with famine. After | had seen
this vision, | awaked out of my sleep; and being in disorder, and
considering with myself what this appearance should be, | fell asleep
again, and saw another dream, much more wonderful than the foregoing,
which still did more affright and disturb me: — I saw seven ears of corn
growing out of one root, having their heads borne down by the weight of
the grains, and bending down with the fruit, which was now ripe and fit
for reaping; and near these | saw seven other ears of corn, meager and
weak, for want of rain, which fell to eating and consuming those that were
fit for reaping, and put me into great astonishment.”

6. To which Joseph replied: — “This dream,” said he, “O king, although
seen under two forms, signifies one and the same event of things; for when
thou sawest the fat kine, which is an animal made for the plough and for
labor, devoured by the worser kine, and the ears of corn eaten up by the
smaller ears, they foretell a famine, and want of the fruits of the earth for
the same number of years, and equal with those when Egypt was in a
happy state; and this so far, that the plenty of these years will be spent in
the same number of years of scarcity, and that scarcity of necessary
provisions will be very difficult to be corrected; as a sign whereof, the
ill-favored kine, when they had devoured the better sort, could not be
satisfied. But still God foreshows what is to come upon men, not to grieve
them, but that, when they know it beforehand, they may by prudence
make the actual experience of what is foretold the more tolerable. If thou,
therefore, carefully dispose of the plentiful crops which will come in the
former years, thou wilt procure that the future calamity will not be felt by
the Egyptians.”

7. Hereupon the king wondered at the discretion and wisdom of Joseph;
and asked him by what means he might so dispense the foregoing plentiful
crops in the happy years, as to make the miserable crops more tolerable.
Joseph then added this his advice: To spare the good crops, and not
permit the Egyptians to spend them luxuriously, but to reserve what they
would have spent in luxury beyond their necessity against the time of
want. He also exhorted him to take the corn of the husbandmen, and give
them only so much as will be sufficient for their food. Accordingly
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Pharaoh being surprised at Joseph, not only for his interpretation of the
dream, but for the counsel he had given him, intrusted him with dispensing
the corn; with power to do what he thought would be for the benefit of the
people of Egypt, and for the benefit of the king, as believing that he who
first discovered this method of acting, would prove the best overseer of it.
But Joseph having this power given him by the king, with leave to make
use of his seal, and to wear purple, drove in his chariot through all the land
of Egypt, and took the corn of the husbandmen, ™ allotting as much to
every one as would be sufficient for seed, and for food, but without
discovering to any one the reason why he did so.
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CHAPTER 6

HOW JOSEPH WHEN HE WAS BECOME FAMOUS IN EGYPT,
HAD HIS BRETHREN IN SUBJECTION.

1. JosepH was now grown up to thirty years of age, and enjoyed great
honors from the king, who called him Psothom Phanech, out of regard to
his prodigious degree of wisdom; for that name denotes the revealer of
secrets. He also married a wife of very high quality; for he married the
daughter of Petephres, ™ one of the priests of Heliopolis; she was a
virgin, and her name was Asenath. By her he had children before the
scarcity came on; Manasseh, the elder, which signifies forgetful, because
his present happiness made him forget his former misfortunes; and
Ephraim, the younger, which signifies restored, because he was restored to
the freedom of his forefathers. Now after Egypt had happily passed over
seven years, according to Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams, the famine
came upon them in the eighth year; and because this misfortune fell upon
them when they had no sense of it beforehand, ™ they were all sorely
afflicted by it, and came running to the king’s gates; and he called upon
Joseph, who sold the corn to them, being become confessedly a savior to
the whole multitude of the Egyptians. Nor did he open this market of corn
for the people of that country only, but strangers had liberty to buy also;
Joseph being willing that all men, who are naturally akin to one another,
should have assistance from those that lived in happiness.

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood that foreigners might come, sent
all his sons into Egypt to buy corn, for the land of Canaan was grievously
afflicted with the famine; and this great misery touched the whole
continent. He only retained Benjamin, who was born to him by Rachel,
and was of the same mother with Joseph. These sons of Jacob then came
into Egypt, and applied themselves to Joseph, wanting to buy corn; for
nothing of this kind was done without his approbation, since even then
only was the honor that was paid the king himself advantageous to the
persons that paid it, when they took care to honor Joseph also. Now
when he well knew his brethren, they thought nothing of him; for he was
but a youth when he left them, and was now come to an age so much
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greater, that the lineaments of his face were changed, and he was not
known by them: besides this, the greatness of the dignity wherein he
appeared, suffered them not so much as to suspect it was he. He now
made trial what sentiments they had about affairs of the greatest
consequence; for he refused to sell them corn, and said they were come as
spies of the king’s affairs; and that they came from several countries, and
joined themselves together, and pretended that they were of Kkin, it not
being possible that a private man should breed up so many sons, and those
of so great beauty of countenance as they were, such an education of so
many children being not easily obtained by kings themselves. Now this he
did in order to discover what concerned his father, and what happened to
him after his own departure from him, and as desiring to know what was
become of Benjamin his brother; for he was afraid that they had ventured
on the like wicked enterprise against him that they had done to himself,
and had taken him off also.

3. Now these brethren of his were under distraction and terror, and
thought that very great danger hung over them; yet not at all reflecting
upon their brother Joseph, and standing firm under the accusations laid
against them, they made their defense by Reubel, the eldest of them, who
now became their spokesman: “We come not hither,” said he, “with any
unjust design, nor in order to bring any harm to the king’s affairs; we only
want to be preserved, as supposing your humanity might be a refuge for
us from the miseries which our country labors under, we having heard that
you proposed to sell corn, not only to your own countrymen, but to
strangers also, and that you determined to allow that corn, in order to
preserve all that want it; but that we are brethren, and of the same
common blood, the peculiar lineaments of our faces, and those not so
much different from one another, plainly show. Our father’s name is
Jacob, an Hebrew man, who had twelve of us for his sons by four wives;
which twelve of us, while we were all alive, were a happy family; but
when one of our brethren, whose name was Joseph, died, our affairs
changed for the worse, for our father could not forbear to make a long
lamentation for him; and we are in affliction, both by the calamity of the
death of our brother, and the miserable state of our aged father. We are
now, therefore, come to buy corn, having intrusted the care of our father,
and the provision for our family, to Benjamin, our youngest brother; and if
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thou sendest to our house, thou mayst learn whether we are guilty of the
least falsehood in what we say.”

4. And thus did Reubel endeavor to persuade Joseph to have a better
opinion of them. But when he had learned from them that Jacob was alive,
and that his brother was not destroyed by them, he for the present put
them in prison, as intending to examine more into their affairs when he
should be at leisure. But on the third day he brought them out, and said to
them, “Since you constantly affirm that you are not come to do any harm
to the king’s affairs; that you are brethren, and the sons of the father
whom you named; you will satisfy me of the truth of what you say, if
you leave one of your company with me, who shall suffer no injury here;
and if, when ye have carried corn to your father, you will come to me
again, and bring your brother, whom you say you left there, along with
you, for this shall be by me esteemed an assurance of the truth of what
you have told me.” Hereupon they were in greater grief than before; they
wept, and perpetually deplored one among another the calamity of
Joseph; and said, “They were fallen into this misery as a punishment
inflicted by God for what evil contrivances they had against him.” And
Reubel was large in his reproaches of them for their too late repentance,
whence no profit arose to Joseph; and earnestly exhorted them to bear
with patience whatever they suffered, since it was done by God in way of
punishment, on his account. Thus they spake to one another, not
imagining that Joseph understood their language. A general sadness also
seized on them at Reubel’s words, and a repentance for what they had
done; and they condemned the wickedness they had perpetrated, for
which they judged they were justly punished by God. Now when Joseph
saw that they were in this distress, he was so affected at it that he fell into
tears, and not being willing that they should take notice of him, he retired;
and after a while came to them again, and taking Symeon ™ in order to his
being a pledge for his brethren’s return, he bid them take the corn they had
bought, and go their way. He also commanded his steward privily to put
the money which they had brought with them for the purchase of corn
into their sacks, and to dismiss them therewith; who did what he was
commanded to do.

5. Now when Jacob’s sons were come into the land of Canaan, they told
their father what had happened to them in Egypt, and that they were
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taken to have come thither as spies upon the king; and how they said they
were brethren, and had left their eleventh brother with their father, but
were not believed; and how they had left Symeon with the governor, until
Benjamin should go thither, and be a testimonial of the truth of what they
had said: and they begged of their father to fear nothing, but to send the lad
along with them. But Jacob was not pleased with any thing his sons had
done; and he took the detention of Symeon heinously, and thence thought
it a foolish thing to give up Benjamin also. Neither did he yield to Reubel’s
persuasion, though he begged it of him, and gave leave that the grandfather
might, in way of requital, kill his own sons, in case any harm came to
Benjamin in the journey. So they were distressed, and knew not what to
do; nay, there was another accident that still disturbed them more, — the
money that was found hidden in their sacks of corn. Yet when the corn
they had brought failed them, and when the famine still afflicted them, and
necessity forced them, Jacob did ™ [not] still resolve to send Benjamin
with his brethren, although there was no returning into Egypt unless they
came with what they had promised. Now the misery growing every day
worse, and his sons begging it of him, he had no other course to take in his
present circumstances. And Judas, who was of a bold temper on other
occasions, spake his mind very freely to him: “That it did not become him
to be afraid on account of his son, nor to suspect the worst, as he did; for
nothing could be done to his son but by the appointment of God, which
must also for certain come to pass, though he were at home with him; that
he ought not to condemn them to such manifest destruction; nor deprive
them of that plenty of food they might have from Pharaoh, by his
unreasonable fear about his son Benjamin, but ought to take care of the
preservation of Symeon, lest, by attempting to hinder Benjamin’s journey,
Symeon should perish. He exhorted him to trust God for him; and said he
would either bring his son back to him safe, or, together with his, lose his
own life.” So that Jacob was at length persuaded, and delivered Benjamin
to them, with the price of the corn doubled; he also sent presents to
Joseph of the fruits of the land of Canaan, balsam and rosin, as also
turpentine and honey. " Now their father shed many tears at the
departure of his sons, as well as themselves. His concern was, that he
might receive them back again safe after their journey; and their concern
was, that they might find their father well, and no way afflicted with grief
for them. And this lamentation lasted a whole day; so that the old man
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was at last tired with grief, and staid behind; but they went on their way
for Egypt, endeavoring to mitigate their grief for their present misfortunes,
with the hopes of better success hereafter.

6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were brought down to Joseph:
but here no small fear disturbed them, lest they should be accused about
the price of the corn, as if they had cheated Joseph. They then made a long
apology to Joseph’s steward; and told him, that when they came home
they found the money in their sacks, and that they had now brought it
along with them. He said he did not know what they meant: so they were
delivered from that fear. And when he had loosed Symeon, and put him
into a handsome habit, he suffered him to be with his brethren; at which
time Joseph came from his attendance on the king. So they offered him
their presents; and upon his putting the question to them about their
father, they answered that they found him well. He also, upon his
discovery that Benjamin was alive, asked whether this was their younger
brother; for he had seen him. Whereupon they said he was: he replied, that
the God over all was his protector. But when his affection to him made
him shed tears, he retired, desiring he might not be seen in that plight by
his brethren. Then Joseph took them to supper, and they were set down
in the same order as they used to sit at their father’s table. And although
Joseph treated them all kindly, yet did he send a mess to Benjamin that
was double to what the rest of the guests had for their shares.

7. Now when after supper they had composed themselves to sleep,
Joseph commanded his steward both to give them their measures of corn,
and to hide its price again in their sacks; and that withal they should put
into Benjamin’s sack the golden cup, out of which he loved himself to
drink. — which things he did, in order to make trial of his brethren,
whether they would stand by Benjamin when he should be accused of
having stolen the cup, and should appear to be in danger; or whether they
would leave him, and, depending on their own innocency, go to their father
without him. When the servant had done as he was bidden, the sons of
Jacob, knowing nothing of all this, went their way, and took Symeon along
with them, and had a double cause of joy, both because they had received
him again, and because they took back Benjamin to their father, as they
had promised. But presently a troop of horsemen encompassed them, and
brought with them Joseph’s servant, who had put the cup into Benjamin’s
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sack. Upon which unexpected attack of the horsemen they were much
disturbed, and asked what the reason was that they came thus upon men,
who a little before had been by their Lord thought worthy of an honorable
and hospitable reception? They replied, by calling them wicked wretches,
who had forgot that very hospitable and kind treatment which Joseph had
given them, and did not scruple to be injurious to him, and to carry off that
cup out of which he had, in so friendly a manner, drank to them, and not
regarding their friendship with Joseph, no more than the danger they
should be in if they were taken, in comparison of the unjust gain.
Hereupon he threatened that they should be punished; for though they had
escaped the knowledge of him who was but a servant, yet had they not
escaped the knowledge of God, nor had gone off with what they had
stolen; and, after all, asked why we come upon them, as if they knew
nothing of the matter: and he told them that they should immediately
know it by their punishment. This, and more of the same nature, did the
servant say, in way of reproach to them: but they being wholly ignorant of
any thing here that concerned them, laughed at what he said, and wondered
at the abusive language which the servant gave them, when he was so
hardy as to accuse those who did not before so much as retain the price of
their corn, which was found in their sacks, but brought it again, though
nobody else knew of any such thing, — so far were they from offering any
injury to Joseph voluntarily. But still, supposing that a search would be a
more sure justification of themselves than their own denial of the fact,

they bid him search them, and that if any of them had been guilty of the
theft, to punish them all; for being no way conscious to themselves of any
crime, they spake with assurance, and, as they thought, without any
danger to themselves also. The servants desired there might be a search
made; but they said the punishment should extend to him alone who
should be found guilty of the theft. So they made the search; and, having
searched all the rest, they came last of all to Benjamin, as knowing it was
Benjamin’s sack in which they had hidden the cup, they having indeed
searched the rest only for a show of accuracy: so the rest were out of fear
for themselves, and were now only concerned about Benjamin, but still
were well assured that he would also be found innocent; and they
reproached those that came after them for their hindering them, while they
might, in the mean while, have gotten a good way on their journey. But as
soon as they had searched Benjamin’s sack, they found the cup, and took
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it from him; and all was changed into mourning and lamentation. They rent
their garments, and wept for the punishment which their brother was to
undergo for his theft, and for the delusion they had put on their father,
when they promised they would bring Benjamin safe to him. What added
to their misery was, that this melancholy accident came unfortunately at a
time when they thought they had been gotten off clear; but they confessed
that this misfortune of their brother, as well as the grief of their father for
him, was owing to themselves, since it was they that forced their father to
send him with them, when he was averse to it.

8. The horsemen therefore took Benjamin and brought him to Joseph, his
brethren also following him; who, when he saw him in custody, and them
in the habit of mourners, said, “How came you, vile wretches as you are,
to have such a strange notion of my kindness to you, and of God’s
providence, as impudently to do thus to your benefactor, who in such an
hospitable manner had entertained you?” Whereupon they gave up
themselves to be punished, in order to save Benjamin; and called to mind
what a wicked enterprise they had been guilty of against Joseph. They
also pronounced him more happy than themselves, if he were dead, in
being freed from the miseries of this life; and if he were alive, that he
enjoyed the pleasure of seeing God’s vengeance upon them. They said
further; that they were the plague of their father, since they should now
add to his former affliction for Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin.
Reubel also was large in cutting them upon this occasion. But Joseph
dismissed them; for he said they had been guilty of no offense, and that he
would content himself with the lad’s punishment; for he said it was not a
fit thing to let him go free, for the sake of those who had not offended; nor
was it a fit thing to punish them together with him who had been guilty of
stealing. And when he promised to give them leave to go away in safety,
the rest of them were under great consternation, and were able to say
nothing on this sad occasion. But Judas, who had persuaded their father to
send the lad from him, being otherwise also a very bold and active man,
determined to hazard himself for the preservation of his brother. “It is
true,” ™ said he, “O governor, that we have been very wicked with regard
to thee, and on that account deserved punishment; even all of us may
justly be punished, although the theft were not committed by all, but only
by one of us, and he the youngest also; but yet there remains some hope
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for us, who otherwise must be under despair on his account, and this from
thy goodness, which promises us a deliverance out of our present danger.
And now | beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that great crime we have been
guilty of, but at thy own excellent nature, and take advice of thine own
virtue, instead of that wrath thou hast against us; which passion those that
otherwise are of lower character indulge, as they do their strength, and that
not only on great, but also on very trifling occasions. Overcome, sir, that
passion, and be not subdued by it, nor suffer it to slay those that do not
otherwise presume upon their own safety, but are desirous to accept of it
from thee; for this is not the first time that thou wilt bestow it on us, but
before, when we came to buy corn, thou affordedst us great plenty of
food, and gavest us leave to carry so much home to our family as has
preserved them from perishing by famine. Nor is there any difference
between not overlooking men that were perishing for want of necessaries,
and not punishing those that seem to be offenders, and have been so
unfortunate as to lose the advantage of that glorious benefaction which
they received from thee. This will be an instance of equal favor, though
bestowed after a different manner; for thou wilt save those this way whom
thou didst feed the other; and thou wilt hereby preserve alive, by thy own
bounty, those souls which thou didst not suffer to be distressed by
famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful and a great thing to sustain our
lives by corn, and to bestow on us that pardon, whereby, now we are
distressed, we may continue those lives. And | am ready to suppose that
God is willing to afford thee this opportunity of showing thy virtuous
disposition, by bringing us into this calamity, that it may appear thou
canst forgive the injuries that are done to thyself, and mayst be esteemed
kind to others, besides those who, on other accounts, stand in need of thy
assistance; since it is indeed a right thing to do well to those who are in
distress for want of food, but still a more glorious thing to save those who
deserve to be punished, when it is on account of heinous offenses against
thyself; for if it be a thing deserving commendation to forgive such as have
been guilty of small offenses, that tend to a person’s loss, and this be
praiseworthy in him that overlooks such offenses, to restrain a man’s
passion as to crimes which are capital to the guilty, is to be like the most
excellent nature of God himself. And truly, as for myself, had it not been
that we had a father, who had discovered, on occasion of the death of
Joseph, how miserably he is always afflicted at the loss of his sons, | had
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not made any words on account of the saving of our own lives; | mean,
any further than as that would be an excellent character for thyself, to
preserve even those that would have nobody to lament them when they
were dead, but we would have yielded ourselves up to suffer whatsoever
thou pleasedst; but now (for we do not plead for mercy to ourselves,
though indeed, if we die, it will be while we are young, and before we have
had the enjoyment of life) have regard to our father, and take pity of his
old age, on whose account it is that we make these supplications to thee.
We beg thou wilt give us those lives which this wickedness of ours has
rendered obnoxious to thy punishment; and this for his sake who is not
himself wicked, nor does his being our father make us wicked. He is a good
man, and not worthy to have such trials of his patience; and now, we are
absent, he is afflicted with care for us. But if he hear of our deaths, and
what was the cause of it, he will on that account die an immature death;
and the reproachful manner of our ruin will hasten his end, and will
directly kill him; nay, will bring him to a miserable death, while he will
make haste to rid himself out of the world, and bring himself to a state of
insensibility, before the sad story of our end come abroad into the rest of
the world. Consider these things in this manner, although our wickedness
does now provoke thee with a just desire of punishing that wickedness,
and forgive it for our father’s sake; and let thy commiseration of him weigh
more with thee than our wickedness. Have regard to the old age of our
father, who, if we perish, will be very lonely while he lives, and will soon
die himself also. Grant this boon to the name of fathers, for thereby thou
wilt honor him that begat thee, and will grant it to thyself also, who
enjoyest already that denomination; thou wilt then, by that denomination,
be preserved of God, the Father of all, — by showing a pious regard to
which, in the case of our father, thou wilt appear to honor him who is
styled by the same name; | mean, if thou wilt have this pity on our father,
upon this consideration, how miserable he will be if he be deprived of his
sons! It is thy part therefore to bestow on us what God has given us,
when it is in thy power to take it away, and so to resemble him entirely in
charity; for it is good to use that power, which can either give or take
away, on the merciful side; and when it is in thy power to destroy, to
forget that thou ever hadst that power, and to look on thyself as only
allowed power for preservation; and that the more any one extends this
power, the greater reputation does he gain to himself. Now, by forgiving
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our brother what he has unhappily committed, thou wilt preserve us all;
for we cannot think of living if he be put to death, since we dare not show
ourselves alive to our father without our brother, but here must we partake
of one and the same catastrophe of his life. And so far we beg of thee, O
governor, that if thou condemnest our brother to die, thou wilt punish us
together with him, as partners of his crime, — for we shall not think it
reasonable to be reserved to kill ourselves for grief of our brother’s death,
but so to die rather as equally guilty with him of this crime. I will only
leave with thee this one consideration, and then will say no more, viz. that
our brother committed this fault when he was young, and not yet of
confirmed wisdom in his conduct; and that men naturally forgive such
young persons. | end here, without adding what more | have to say, that in
case thou condemnest us, that omission may be supposed to have hurt us,
and permitted thee to take the severer side. But in case thou settest us
free, that this may be ascribed to thy own goodness, of which thou art
inwardly conscious, that thou freest us from condemnation; and that not
by barely preserving us, but by granting us such a favor as will make us
appear more righteous than we really are, and by representing to thyself
more motives for our deliverance than we are able to produce ourselves. If,
therefore, thou resolvest to slay him, I desire thou wilt slay me in his
stead, and send him back to his father; or if thou pleasest to retain him
with thee as a slave, | am fitter to labor for thy advantage in that capacity,
and, as thou seest, am better prepared for either of those sufferings.” So
Judas, being very willing to undergo any thing whatever for the deliverance
of his brother, cast himself down at Joseph’s feet, and earnestly labored to
assuage and pacify his anger. All his brethren also fell down before him,
weeping and delivering themselves up to destruction for the preservation
of the life of Benjamin.

10. But Joseph, as overcome now with his affections, and no longer able to
personate an angry man, commanded all that were present to depart, that
he might make himself known to his brethren when they were alone; and
when the rest were gone out, he made himself known to his brethren; and
said, “I commend you for your virtue, and your kindness to our brother: |
find you better men than I could have expected from what you contrived
about me. Indeed, 1 did all this to try your love to your brother; so |
believe you were not wicked by nature in what you did in my case, but
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that all has happened according to God’s will, who has hereby procured
our enjoyment of what good things we have; and, if he continue in a
favorable disposition, of what we hope for hereafter. Since, therefore, |
know that our father is safe and well, beyond expectation, and | see you so
well disposed to your brother, I will no longer remember what guilt you
seem to have had about me, but will leave off to hate you for that your
wickedness; and do rather return you my thanks, that you have concurred
with the intentions of God to bring things to their present state. | would
have you also rather to forget the same, since that imprudence of yours is
come to such a happy conclusion, than to be uneasy and blush at those
your offenses. Do not, therefore, let your evil intentions, when you
condemned me, and that bitter remorse which might follow, be a grief to
you now, because those intentions were frustrated. Go, therefore, your
way, rejoicing in what has happened by the Divine Providence, and inform
your father of it, lest he should be spent with cares for you, and deprive
me of the most agreeable part of my felicity; | mean, lest he should die
before he comes into my sight, and enjoys the good things that we now
have. Bring, therefore, with you our father, and your wives and children,
and all your kindred, and remove your habitations hither; for it is not
proper that the persons dearest to me should live remote from me, now
my affairs are so prosperous, especially when they must endure five more
years of famine.” When Joseph had said this, he embraced his brethren,
who were in tears and sorrow; but the generous kindness of their brother
seemed to leave among them no room for fear, lest they should be
punished on account of what they had consulted and acted against him;
and they were then feasting. Now the king, as soon as he heard that
Joseph’s brethren were come to him, was exceeding glad of it, as if it had
been a part of his own good fortune; and gave them wagons full of corn
and gold and silver, to be conveyed to his father. Now when they had
received more of their brother part to be carried to their father, and part as
free gifts to every one of themselves, Benjamin having still more than the
rest, they departed.
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CHAPTER 7

THE REMOVAL OF JOSEPH’S FATHER WITH ALL HIS FAMILY,
TO HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAMINE.

1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his sons returning home, in what
state Joseph was, that he had not only escaped death, for which yet he
lived all along in mourning, but that he lived in splendor and happiness,
and ruled over Egypt, jointly with the king, and had intrusted to his care
almost all his affairs, he did not think any thing he was told to be
incredible, considering the greatness of the works of God, and his kindness
to him, although that kindness had, for some late times, been intermitted;
so he immediately and zealously set out upon his journey to him.

2. When he came to the Well of the Oath, (Beersheba,) he offered sacrifice
to God; and being afraid that the happiness there was in Egypt might
tempt his posterity to fall in love with it, and settle in it, and no more
think of removing into the land of Canaan, and possessing it, as God had
promised them; as also being afraid, lest, if this descent into Egypt were
made without the will of God, his family might be destroyed there; out of
fear, withal, lest he should depart this life before he came to the sight of
Joseph; he fell asleep, revolving these doubts in his mind.

3. But God stood by him, and called him twice by his name; and when he
asked who he was, God said, “No, sure; it is not just that thou, Jacob,
shouldst be unacquainted with that God who has been ever a protector and
a helper to thy forefathers, and after them to thyself: for when thy father
would have deprived thee of the dominion, I gave it thee; and by my
kindness it was that, when thou wast sent into Mesopotamia all alone,
thou obtainedst good wives, and returnedst with many children, and much
wealth. Thy whole family also has been preserved by my providence; and
it was | who conducted Joseph, thy son, whom thou gavest up for lost, to
the enjoyment of great prosperity. | also made him Lord of Egypt, so that
he differs but little from a king. Accordingly, | come now as a guide to thee
in this journey; and foretell to thee, that thou shalt die in the arms of
Joseph: and | inform thee, that thy posterity shall be many ages in
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authority and glory, and that | will settle them in the land which | have
promised them.”

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on more cheerfully for Egypt
with his sons, and all belonging to them. Now they were in all seventy. I
once, indeed, thought it best not to set down the names of this family,
especially because of their difficult pronunciation [by the Greeks]; but,
upon the whole, I think it necessary to mention those names, that | may
disprove such as believe that we came not originally from Mesopotamia,
but are Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve sons; of these Joseph was come
thither before. We will therefore set down the names of Jacob’s children
and grandchildren. Reuben had four sons — Anoch, Phallu, Assaron,
Charmi. Simeon had six — Jamuel, Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, Saul. Levi
had three sons — Gersom, Caath, Merari. Judas had three sons — Sala,
Phares, Zerah; and by Phares two grandchildren, Esrom and Amar.
Issachar had four sons — Thola, Phua, Jasob, Samaron. Zabulon had with
him three sons — Sarad, Helon, Jalel. So far is the posterity of Lea; with
whom went her daughter Dinah. These are thirty-three. Rachel had two
sons, the one of whom, Joseph, had two sons also, Manasses and
Ephraim. The other, Benjamin, had ten sons — Bolau, Bacchar, Asabel,
Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, Opphis, Arad. These fourteen added
to the thirty-three before enumerated, amount to the number forty-seven.
And this was the legitimate posterity of Jacob. He had besides by Bilhah,
the handmaid of Rachel, Dan and Nephtliali; which last had four sons that
followed him — Jesel, Guni, Issari, and Sellim. Dan had an only begotten
son, Usi. If these be added to those before mentioned, they complete the
number fifty-four. Gad and Aser were the sons of Zilpha, who was the
handmaid of Lea. These had with them, Gad seven — Saphoniah, Augis,
Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Erocd, Ariel. Aser had a daughter, Sarah, and six
male children, whose names were Jomne, Isus, Isoui, Baris, Abar and
Melchiel. If we add these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, the
forementioned number [70] is completed ™! Jacob not being himself
included in that number.

5. When Joseph understood that his father was coming, for Judas his
brother was come before him, and informed him of his approach, he went
out to meet him; and they met together at Heroopolis. But Jacob almost
fainted away at this unexpected and great joy; however, Joseph revived
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him, being yet not himself able to contain from being affected in the same
manner, at the pleasure he now had; yet was he not wholly overcome with
his passion, as his father was. After this, he desired Jacob to travel on
slowly; but he himself took five of his brethren with him, and made haste
to the king, to tell him that Jacob and his family were come; which was a
joyful hearing to him. He also bid Joseph tell him what sort of life his
brethren loved to lead, that he might give them leave to follow the same,
who told him they were good shepherds, and had been used to follow no
other employment but this alone. Whereby he provided for them, that
they should not be separated, but live in the same place, and take care of
their father; as also hereby he provided, that they might be acceptable to
the Egyptians, by doing nothing that would be common to them with the
Egyptians; for the Egyptians are prohibited to meddle with feeding of
sheep. 12

6. When Jacob was come to the king, and saluted him, and wished all
prosperity to his government, Pharaoh asked him how old he now was;
upon whose answer, that he was a hundred and thirty years old, he
admired Jacob on account of the length of his life. And when he had added,
that still he had not lived so long as his forefathers, he gave him leave to
live with his children in Heliopolis; for in that city the king’s shepherds
had their pasturage.

7. However, the famine increased among the Egyptians, and this heavy
judgment grew more oppressive to them, because neither did the river
overflow the ground, for it did not rise to its former height, nor did God
send rain upon it; ™ nor did they indeed make the least provision for
themselves, so ignorant were they what was to be done; but Joseph sold
them corn for their money. But when their money failed them, they
bought corn with their cattle and their slaves; and if any of them had a
small piece of land, they gave up that to purchase them food, by which
means the king became the owner of all their substance; and they were
removed, some to one place, and some to another, that so the possession
of their country might be firmly assured to the king, excepting the lands of
the priests, for their country continued still in their own possession. And
indeed this sore famine made their minds, as well as their bodies, slaves;
and at length compelled them to procure a sufficiency of food by such
dishonorable means. But when this misery ceased, and the river
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overflowed the ground, and the ground brought forth its fruits plentifully,
Joseph came to every city, and gathered the people thereto belonging
together, and gave them back entirely the land which, by their own
consent, the king might have possessed alone, and alone enjoyed the fruits
of it. He also exhorted them to look on it as every one’s own possession,
and to fall to their husbandry with cheerfulness, and to pay as a tribute to
the king, the fifth part "* of the fruits for the land which the king, when it
was his own, restored to them. These men rejoiced upon their becoming
unexpectedly owners of their lands, and diligently observed what was
enjoined them; and by this means Joseph procured to himself a greater
authority among the Egyptians, and greater love to the king from them.
Now this law, that they should pay the fifth part of their fruits as tribute,
continued until their later kings.

[PicTurE: BURIAL OFJAcOB AT HEBRON]
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CHAPTER 8

OF THE DEATH OF JACOB AND JOSEPH.

1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen years in Egypt, he fell into a
disease, and died in the presence of his sons; but not till he made his
prayers for their enjoying prosperity, and till he had foretold to them
prophetically how every one of them was to dwell in the land of Canaan.
But this happened many years afterward. He also enlarged upon the
praises of Joseph ™*° how he had not remembered the evil doings of his
brethren to their disadvantage; nay, on the contrary, was kind to them,
bestowing upon them so many benefits, as seldom are bestowed on men’s
own benefactors. He then commanded his own sons that they should
admit Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasses, into their number, and
divide the land of Canaan in common with them; concerning whom we
shall treat hereafter. However, he made it his request that he might be
buried at Hebron. So he died, when he had lived full a hundred and fifty
years, three only abated, having not been behind any of his ancestors in
piety towards God, and having such a recompense for it, as it was fit
those should have who were so good as these were. But Joseph, by the
king’s permission, carried his father’s dead body to Hebron, and there
buried it, at a great expense. Now his brethren were at first unwilling to
return back with him, because they were afraid lest, now their father was
dead, he should punish them for their secret practices against him; since he
was now gone, for whose sake he had been so gracious to them. But he
persuaded them to fear no harm, and to entertain no suspicions of him: so
he brought them along with him, and gave them great possessions, and
never left off his particular concern for them.

2. Joseph also died when he had lived a hundred and ten years; having been
a man of admirable virtue, and conducting all his affairs by the rules of
reason; and used his authority with moderation, which was the cause of
his so great felicity among the Egyptians, even when he came from another
country, and that in such ill circumstances also, as we have already
described. At length his brethren died, after they had lived happily in
Egypt. Now the posterity and sons of these men, after some time, carried
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their bodies, and buried them at Hebron: but as to the bones of Joseph,
they carried them into the land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews
went out of Egypt, for so had Joseph made them promise him upon oath.
But what became of every one of these men, and by what toils they got
the possession of the land of Canaan, shall be shown hereafter, when |
have first explained upon what account it was that they left Egypt.
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CHAPTER 9

CONCERNING THE AFFLICTIONS THAT BEFELL THE
HEBREWS IN EGYPT, DURING FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. "¢

1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew delicate and lazy, as to
pains-taking, and gave themselves up to other pleasures, and in particular
to the love of gain. They also became very ill-affected towards the
Hebrews, as touched with envy at their prosperity; for when they saw
how the nation of the Israelites flourished, and were become eminent
already in plenty of wealth, which they had acquired by their virtue and
natural love of labor, they thought their increase was to their own
detriment. And having, in length of time, forgotten the benefits they had
received from Joseph, particularly the crown being now come into another
family, they became very abusive to the Israelites, and contrived many
ways of afflicting them; for they enjoined them to cut a great number of
channels for the river, and to build walls for their cities and ramparts, that
they might restrain the river, and hinder its waters from stagnating, upon
its running over its own banks: they set them also to build pyramids, ™
and by all this wore them out; and forced them to learn all sorts of
mechanical arts, and to accustom themselves to hard labor. And four
hundred years did they spend under these afflictions; for they strove one
against the other which should get the mastery, the Egyptians desiring to
destroy the Israelites by these labors, and the Israelites desiring to hold
out to the end under them.

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condition, there was this
occasion offered itself to the Egyptians, which made them more solicitous
for the extinction of our nation. One of those sacred scribes, "8 who are
very sagacious in foretelling future events truly, told the king, that about
this time there would a child be born to the Israelites, who, if he were
reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would raise the
Israelites; that he would excel all men in virtue, and obtain a glor