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THE NEW YEAR'S GUEST.

NO. 1757

A SERMON PREACHED ON LORDS-DAY AFTERNOON,
DECEMBER 16TH, 1883,

BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT MENTONE, BEFORE THE COMMUNION, TO A SMALL
COMPANY OF BELIEVERS.

“| was a stranger, and ye took me in.” — Matthew 25:35.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on hisname.” — John 1:12.

| LATELY received aNew Year's card, which suggested to me the topic on
which | am about to speak to you. The designer of the card has, with holy
insight, seen the relation of the two texts to each other, and rendered both
of them eminently suggestive by placing them together. There is freshness
in the thought that, by receiving Jesus as a stranger, our believing
hospitality works in us a divine capacity and we thereby receive power to
become the sons of God. The connection suggested between the two
ingpired wordsis really existent, and by no means strained or fanciful, as
you will see by reading the context of the passage in John: “He wasin the
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” So
he was a stranger in the world which he himself had made. “He came unto
his own, and his own received him not.” So he was a stranger among the
people whom he had set apart for his own by many deeds of mercy. “But
as many as received him,” — that isto say, gave entertainment to this
blessed stranger — "to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.” | thought that this might prove to
be a suitable and salutary passage to discourse upon at the beginning of a
New Year, for thisis a season of hospitality, and some among our friends
will think it well to commence a New Y ear by saying to the Lord Jesus,
“Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore standest thou without?’
This divine stranger has knocked at many doors, till his head iswet with
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dew, and his locks with the drops of the night; and now | trust there are
some who will rise up and open unto him, so that at the end of the year
they may say with Job, “ The stranger did not lodge in the street: but |
opened my doorsto the traveler.” Verily, in so doing, you will not only
entertain angels unawares; but you will be receiving the Lord of angels.
The day in which you receive him shall be the beginning of yearsto you; it
shall bethe first of a series of years, which, whether they be few or many,
shall be each one in the best sense happy.

| would say afew words, first, about the stranger taken in; and then, about
the stranger making strangers into sons.

| . THE STRANGER TAKEN IN: thisisasimile given to us by our Lord
himself: aroyal metaphor presented to us from his own throne. Note that
the passage begins, “I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: | was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink;” these are two good works which prove faith in
Jesus and love to him, and therefore they are accepted, recorded, and
rewarded, but it is a distinct and memorable growth when it comes to, “I
was a stranger, and ye took me in.” House-room is alarger gift than
refreshment at the door. It is good believingly to do anything for Christ,
however small, but it is a much better thing to give entertainment to Jesus
within our souls, admitting him into our minds and hearts. We have not
come to the full of what our Lord has aright to expect of ustill, having
given from our stores to him, by benefiting his poor and aiding his cause,
we deliberately open the doors of our entire being to him, and instal himin
our souls as an honored guest. We must not be satisfied with giving him
cups of cold water, or morsels of bread, but we must “constrain him,
saying Abide with us.” Our hearts must be Bethanies, where, like Mary,
and Martha, and Lazarus, we give our Master gladsome welcome: houses
of Obed-edom, where the ark of the Lord may dwell in peace. Our prayer
must be that of Abraham, “My Lord, if now | have found favor in thy sight,
pass not away, | pray thee, from thy servant.”

The uppermost word of our text is stranger, and its light casts a hue of
strangeness over the whole passage. Here are three strange things. The first
is, that the Lord Jesus should be a stranger here below. Isit not a strange
thing that “he was in the world, and the world was made by him,” and yet
he was a stranger in it? Yet isit not awhit more strange than true; for
when he was born there was no room for him in the inn. Inns had open
doors for ordinary strangers, but not for him; for he was a greater stranger
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than any around him. It was Bethlehem of David, the seat of the ancient
family to which he belonged; but alas! he had become “a stranger unto his
brethren, and an alien unto his mother’s children,” and no door was opened
unto him. Soon there was no safe room for him in the village itself, for
Herod the king sought the young child’ s life, and he must flee into Egypt,
to be a stranger in a strange land, and worse than a stranger — an exile and
afugitive from the land whereof by birthright he was king. On his return,
and on his public appearing, there was still no room for him among the
mass of the people. He came to his own Isragl, to whom prophets had
revealed him, and types had set him forth; but they would have none of
him. “He was despised and rejected of men.” He was the man “whom men
abhorred;” whom they so much detested that they cried, “ Away with him!
Crucify him! Crucify him!” Y ea, the world so little knew him that they
must needs hang up the Lord of glory on a cross, and put “the Holy One
and the Just” to afelon’s death. Jew and Gentile aike conspired to prove
how truly he was a stranger; the Jew said, “Asfor this fellow, we know not
from whence he is;” and the Roman asked him, “Whence art thou?’ Now,
that Christ should be such a stranger was indeed a sadly singular thing, and
yet we need not wonder, for how should a wicked, selfish world know
Jesus or receive him? The Lord's own had been forewarned of thisin
ancient type, for long before the Lord appeared in the flesh he had shown
himself as a stranger to the faithful. He came in angelic form to Abraham,
and thus we read the story: “And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, o,
three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from
the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground. And said, My Lord, if
now | have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, | pray thee, from thy
servant: Let alittle water, | pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree: and | will fetch amorsel of bread, and
comfort ye your hearts.” The Lord, who stands out in the center of the
three, was a stranger, and the father of the faithful entertained him, in type
of what all the faithful of every age will do. Thisis he of whom Jeremiah
said, “O the hope of Isragl, the Savior thereof in time of trouble, why
shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that
turneth aside to tarry for anight?’ Yet with thisfair warning it still remains
sadly singular that, coming on an errand of mercy, our Lord should find so
scant awelcome; should be so little known, so seldom recognized, so
harshly entreated. Truly as Egypt made Israel to serve with rigour, so have
we made this patient stranger to serve with our sins, and wearied him with
our iniquities. The Son of man had not where to lay his head. Luke saysthe
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barbarians showed Paul and his friends no little kindness. but men were
worse than barbarians to their Savior. Shall the servant be better treated
than his Master, or the disciple than his Lord? “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.”

Another strange thing is that we should be able to receive the Lord Jesus
as a stranger. He has gone into the glory, and will he ever say of us, “| was
astranger, and ye took mein”? Yes, hewill say so, if we render to him that
spiritual hospitality of which he here speaks. This can be done in several
ways.

Brethren and sistersin Christ, for such | trust you are, we can receive
Christ as astranger when believers are few and despised in any place. We
may sojourn where worldliness abounds and religion is at a discount, and it
may need some courage to avow our faith in Jesus. Then have we an
opportunity of winning the approving word, “| was a stranger, and ye took
mein.” Thereisasure proof of lovein receiving our Lord as a stranger. If
the Queen desired again to visit Mentone, every villawould be gladly
placed at her disposal; but were she driven from her empire, and reduced to
be a poor stranger, hospitality to her would be a greater test of loyalty than
it isto-day. When Jesusisin low esteem in any place, and he sometimesis
0, let us be all the more bold to avow our allegiance to him. | fear that
many professors take their color from their company, and are hail-fellows
with the irreligious and the unbelieving. These cry “Hosanna” with the
multitude of the Lords admirers, but in heart they have no love to the Son
of God. Our loyalty to Christ must never be a matter of latitude and
longitude; we must love him in every land, honor him when the many
disregard him, and we must speak of him when all forget him.

Again, we have the Lord’'s own warrant for saying that if we show
brotherly kindness to a poor saint we entertain the Lord himself. If we see
Christian in want, or despised, and ridiculed; and we say, “You are my
brother; it matters not what garb you wear, the name of Christ is nhamed on
you, and | suffer with you. | will relieve your wants and share your
reproach,” then the glorious Lord himself will say to us at the last,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have doneit unto me.” It does seem passing strange, though | thus speak,
that you and | should be still able to entertain our Lord, and yet it is so. We
do not wonder that the righteous with a humble truthfulness exclaim,
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“Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave
thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?’ Neither are
we oursalves free from admiring surprise. We also cry, “Will God in very
deed dwell with men upon the earth? Will he accept hospitality at our
hands?’ It is even so.

Again, we may entertain the stranger Christ by holding fast his faithful
word when the doctrines taught by himself and his apostles are in ill repute.
Nowadays the truth which God has revealed seems of |ess account with
men than their own thoughts and dreams, and they who still believe
Christ’ s faithful word shall have it said of them, “I was a stranger, and ye
took mein.” When you see revealed truth, as it were, wandering about in
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented, and no man
saith a good word for it, then is the hour come to avow it becauseit is
Christ’struth, and to prove your fidelity by counting the reproach of Christ
greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt. Oh! scorn on those who only
believe what everybody else believes, just because they must be in the swim
with the majority. These are but dead fish borne of the current, and they
will be washed away to a shameful end. If living fish swim against the
stream, so do living Christians pursue Christ’s truth against the set and
current of the times, defying alike the ignorance and the culture of the age.
It isthe believer’ s honor, the chivalry of a Christian, to be the steadfast
friend of truth when all other men have forsaken it.

So, also, when Christ’s precepts are disregarded, his day forgotten, and his
worship neglected, we can come in, and take up our cross, and follow him,
and so receive him as a stranger. To be sure, some will say, “Those people
are fanatical Methodists, or straitlaced Presbyterians;” but what of that? It
matters nothing to us what the world think of us, for we are crucified to it
and it to us. If our Lord haslaid down arule, it isoursto follow it, and
find rest unto our soulsin so doing; ay, and a special rest in doing it, when
by so doing we are securing that blessed sentence, “1 was a stranger, and
yetook mein.” Death itself for his sake would be a small matter if thereby
we secured that priceless word.

Once more, that spiritual life, which is the innermost receiving of Christ;
that new life, which no man knows but he that has received it; that
quickening of the Spirit, which makes the Christian as much superior to
ordinary men as men are above dumb, driven cattle — if we receive that
blessed gift, then shall we with emphasis be entertaining our Lord as a
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stranger. Profession is abundant, but the secret lifeisrare. The nameto live
is everywhere, but where isthe life fully seen? To be rather than to talk, to
enjoy rather than to pretend, to have Christ truly within — thisis not every
man’ s attainment, but those who have it are among the God-like ones, the
true sons of God.

A third strange thing is the fact that Jesus will deign to dwell in our hearts.
Such aoneas Jesusin such aoneas| am! The King of glory inasinner’s
bosom! Thisisamiracle of grace: yet the manner of it is simple enough. A
humble, repenting faith opens the door, and Jesus enters the heart at once.
Love shuts to the door with the hand of penitence, and holy watchfulness
keeps out intruders. Thus is the promise made good, “If any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” Meditation, contemplation, prayer, praise, and daily
obedience, keep the house in order for the Lord; and then follows the
consecration of our entire nature to his use as a temple; the dedication of
spirit, soul, and body, and all their powers, as holy vessels of the sanctuary;
the writing of “Holiness unto the Lord” upon al that is about us, till our
every-day garments become vestments, our meals sacraments, our life a
ministry, and ourselves priests unto the Most High. Oh, the supreme
condescension of thisindwelling! He never dwelt in angel, but he residesin
acontrite spirit. Thereisaworld of meaning in the Redeemer’ s words, “|
in them.” May we know them as Paul trandates them, “Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”

I'l. A few words must suffice upon THE STRANGER MAKING STAGERS
INTO SONS. “As many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on hisname.” Y es, beloved, the
moment Christ is received into our hearts by faith we are no more strangers
and foreigners, but of the household of God; for the Lord adopts us and
puts us among the children. It is a splendid act of divine grace, that he
should take us who were heirs of wrath, and make us heirs of God, joint-
heirs with Jesus Christ. Such honor have all the saints, even al that believe
on his name.

Thereis moreto follow: the designation of sons brings with it a birth into
the actual condition of sons: the privilege brings with it the power, the
name is backed up and warranted by the nature: for the Spirit of God
entersinto us when Christ comes, and causes us to be born again. To be
adopted without being born again would be alame blessing, but when we
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are both adopted and regenerated then have we the fullness of sonship, and
the grace is made perfect towards us. “ Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God”; but this mysterious birth, which comes
with the reception of Christ, makes us free, not only of the kingdom of
God, but of the house and the heart of God.

Forget not that when the Lord Jesus enters our hearts, there springs up
between us and him aliving, loving, lasting union, and this seals our
sonship: for as we become one with the Son we must be sons also. Jesus
putsit, “My Father and your Father.” It is the Spirit of his Son in our
hearts by which we cry, “Abba, Father.” “He that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit.” We are unto the Father even as Jesus is, as he says “thou hast
loved them as thou hast loved me.” Thus you see that in receiving Jesus we
receive, asthe Revised Version putsit, “the right to become the sons of
God.”

Y et once more: the practical reception of Jesus into the life becomes a
proof to ourselves and others that we are the sons of God, for it createsin
a likeness to God which is apparent and unquestionable. For look you,
although Jehovah, our God, be incomprehensible and infinite, and his glory
isinconceivablein its splendor, yet this fact we know of him, that in his
bosom lies his Son, with whom he is ways well-pleased. Look ye, when
we receive Jesus into our bosom, as one with us, and when our joy and
delight arein him, we do in that matter become like to the Father. Having
thus with the Father the same object of love and delight, we are brought
into fellowship with him, and begin to walk in the light, as heisin the light.
A small window will let in the great sun; much more will Jesus, as the
blessed meeting-place between our souls and God, let in the life, light, and
love of God into our souls, making us like to God.

Moreover, having received Jesus, as a stranger, we feel atenderness
henceforth towards al strangers, for we see in their condition some
resemblance to our own. We have love to all who like ourselves are
strangers with God, and sojourners, as all our fathers were, and thus again
we are made like to God, of whom it iswritten, “ The Lord preserveth the
strangers.” Our God is “kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.” Our
Lord Jesus therefore bade us be the children of our Father which isin
heaven, “For he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” By becoming doers of good,
we are known as children of the good God. “Blessed are the peacemakers:
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for they shall be called the children of God.” A man isason of God when
he lives beyond himself by a thoughtful care for others; when his soul is not
confined within the narrow circle of his own ribs, but goes abroad to bless
those around him however unworthy they may be. True children of God
never see alost one without seeking to save him, never hear of misery
without longing to bestow comfort. “Y e know the heart of a stranger,”
said the Lord to Isradl; and so do we, for we were once captives ourselves,
and even now our choicest Friend is still a stranger, for whose sake we
love al suffering men. When Christ isin us we search out opportunities of
bringing prodigals, strangers, and outcasts to the great Father’s house. Our
love goes out to all mankind, and our hand is closed against none; if it be
so we are made like to God, as little children are like their father. Oh!
sweet result of entertaining the Son of God by faith: he dwellsin us, and
we gaze upon him in holy fellowship; so that “we all with open face
beholding asin aglass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” “Loveis of
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.” May
we daily feel the power of Jesus within our hearts, transforming our whole
character, and making us to be more and more manifestly the children of
God. When our Lord asks concerning us, “What manner of men were
they?’ may even his enemies and ours be compelled to answer, “Asthou
art, so were they: each one resembled the children of aking.” Then shall
Jesus be admired in al them that believe, for men shall seein the children
the divine stranger’ s handiwork.
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THE PASTOR’'SLIFE WRAPPED UPWITH HIS
PEOPLE’'S STEADFASTNESS.

A PLEADING REMINDER FOR
THE NEW YEAR.

NO. 1758

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.
“Now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.” — 1 Thessalonians 3:8.

MINISTERS, who are really sent of God, grestly rejoice in the spiritua
prosperity of their people. If they see God' s word prosper, they prosper; if
the church of God is blessed, they are blessed. Their lifeiswrapped up in
the spiritual life of their people. Never is the servant of God so full of
delight as when he sees that the Holy Spirit is visiting his hearers, making
them to know the Lord, and confirming them in that heavenly knowledge.
On the other hand, if God does not bless the word of his servantsit islike
death to them. To be preaching and to have no blessing makes them heavy
of heart: the chariot-wheels are taken off, and they drag heavily along: they
seem to have no power nor liberty. They get depressed, and they go back
to their Master, with this complaint, “Who hath believed our report? and to
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?’ He revives and cheers
them, and they come back again to their service, but yet if they do not seea
manifest blessing resting upon the people, they cry and sigh, and are like
dying men. If the Lord willed to do so, he might have made automatons to
preach; and these would only need to be wound up, and to be allowed to
run down again; they would have known no feelings of joy or of sorrow,
and would have been invulnerable to the arrows of grief. We have heard of
the Iron Duke. Iron preachers would have been enduring instruments, and
would never have been laid aside by mental depression.



11

But the sympathy of the preacher is God's great instrument for blessing the
hearer. If you read a sermon in abook it is good; but if you hear it
preached fresh from the man’s heart, it is far more effective. Thereisa
living fellow-fegling about it, and that is the power which God hasin al
ages been pleased to use — the power of a spirit which God has made
sensitive with affection, so senditive that it rises to joy when its affectionate
purpose is accomplished, and sinks to depths of grief when that purpose
falls. This, | take it, is what the apostle means when he says, “Now we live,
if ye stand fast in the Lord.” The people can make the pastor happy beyond
expression by their being rich in grace and happy in Christ; but they can
make him miserable beyond all description if they are either unstable or
insincere.

Dearly beloved, | have often rgjoiced in God as | have seen the work of the
Spirit among you. It is no small joy that for many years we have never been
without an increase to the church. With few exceptions we have never
gathered at our monthly communions without receiving a considerable
number into our membership. During these years some have turned back,
to our great sorrow, and some have flagged, to our solemn grief; but
others have persistently carried on the work of God, and have devel oped
gifts and graces which have made them qualified for larger spheres; so that
at this day those at home come behind in no gift, and those abroad do not
forget the hallowed training of Zion. In every part of the earth some are
engaged in holy service who have gone out from this church. For al this
our heart must be grateful. But these are evil times; these are times the like
of which | have not before seen, in which the foundations are removed, and
“what shall the righteous do?’ The winds are out. The tacklings are loosed.
The mariners redl to and fro. Everything seems drifting. Men know not
where they are. Half the professing Christians of the present day do not
know their heads from their heels, and the half that do know seem inclined
to take to their heels and run, rather than stand steadfast in the faith and
wait till evil days are over. It istime that we spoke to you concerning
steadfastness, that you be not like idle boys, that |eap hedges and ditches
after every nest that silly birds may choose to make; but that you keep to
the King's highway of holiness and truth, and hold fast to the doctrines and
the practices which are taught us in the word of God. | say to you by this
discourse, “Now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.” It is a matter of life
and death to us that you should be rooted, grounded, and settled.



12

Notice first, that some are not in the Lord; secondly, some appear to bein
the Lord, but they are not standing fast; and thirdly, that some in the Lord
stand fast in the Lord, and these are our life: “Now we live, if ye stand fast
in the Lord.”

| . First, SoME ARE NOT IN THE LORD AT ALL. A solid mass of infiddlity
and godlessness hems usin. Our heart is heavy, because this grest city is
determined to shut its eyesto the light. There are streets upon streets in
which none attend the house of God; and we have it on credible
information, that, in certain districts, if one man in astreet is seen to go
regularly to a place of worship, his neighbors mark him as a singular being.
The home-born Londoner of the working classes, as arule, has no care for
the place of worship. If | wereliving in the country | think | would be
content with but half awage sooner than come and dwell in this ungodly
place. Our memberstry to bring up their children in God's fear, but they
are often compelled to quit their homes because of the filthy conduct of
those who defile our streets. Y et thisis not my present theme.

Our greater sorrow is that there are many who hear the gospel and are not
in the Lord. We are not sorry that they should come to hear the word;
would to God that all Christless souls would hear of Christ! But we are
sorry that they have come month after month, year after year, and have
received no saving benefit. | still meet here and there with those who tell
me, “1 used to hear you in Park-street, and Exeter Hall,” and yet | gather
from them that they are undecided. | have small hope for them if thirty
years of ministry have not brought them to Christ. At any rate these many
years add to the dreadful probability that they will continue to make the
word of God to be unto themselves a savor of death unto death. If | could
pick out of this audience to-night, by infallible guidance, one man or one
woman, and could point to that person and say, “ Such a one will certainly
go down to hell to endure the everlasting wrath of God”; and if you knew
that | was speaking like a prophet from God, and that it was certainly so,
you would turn round and look with deepest grief upon that doomed soul.
Y ou would shudder to be sitting in the same pew. And yet though, thank
God, we may not speak with that certainty, the probability grows so great
as almost to amount to a certainty concerning those upon whom entreaties
have been wasted, upon whom expostul ations have been wasted, by whom
invitations have been refused, that they will continue to harden their hearts
until at last they sink into the place where mercy never enters.
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Ah, Lord, these are heavy tidings, and thy saints feel them! | know | am
speaking to many who deeply sympathize with me when | say, that the
thought of thisis aworm that makes our joys decay — | mean the thought
that some of you contribute to God’ s work, and are in many points
excellent, and yet you lack the one thing needful, and after having joined
with God' s people in outward acts of devotion you will be driven from his
presence for ever. O infinite mercy, grant that it may not be so, but may
these men and women even now be led to believe in Jesus and be saved!
We die when we think of those who are not in the Lord at all. How it
would revive usif we could see them saved!

If there be a deadening influence about the thought that some few among
us are not converted, think of what the effect must be upon aminister’s
mind if he shall have labored long and seen no fruit. There may be instances
in which a man has been faithful, but not successful, places where, for a
time, the dew falls not, and the softening influences of the Spirit are not
given. Then the soil breaks the ploughshare, and the weary ox is ready to
faint. | began to preach while yet a youth, scarce sixteen years of age, but
before | had preached half a dozen times | saw persons affected by those
sermons. | pined to find some heart that had looked to Jesus while | had
preached him; and | have photographed upon my eye-balls at this very
moment a very humble clay-walled cottage which seemed to meto be a
sacred spot, for | was told by a venerable deacon that it was the house of a
poor woman who had sought and found the Savior through my ministry. |
did not let the week conclude till | had seen her, for | hungered for the joy
of meeting with one whom | had brought to Christ. If | found one soul
converted | took heart and looked for more. Brother, are you working for
Jesus? Then you know what it is to feel the shadow of death when you do
not win asoul. Does it not seem hard to be knocking for Christ against a
door that never opens, but has fresh bolts put to it to keep it closed? Be
not ashamed of yourself because you feel distressed; it proves your
capacity for being used. By-and-by God will bless you, and then you will
understand the text “Now we live.” You will find that your pulseis
quickened, your heart’s blood warmed, your filled with a diviner life as you
rise nearer to the dignity of a saviour of men, and taste the joys
unspeakable for which Christ laid down hislife.

I'1. We notice, secondly, that THERE ARE SOME WHO PROFESS TO BE IN
CHRIST, BUT THEY CERTAINLY ARE NOT STANDING FAST. ThisisaMarah
— abitter well. Thisis asource of heart-break and of sore tribulation to
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the servant of God in whom the Spirit of God dwells, namely, that, first,
there are many over whom we rejoice who, nevertheless, altogether
apostatize. Use the best judgment that you can, there will be some added
to a church who are not really the Lord’ s people. They do run well; “what
doth hinder them that they should not obey the truth?’ They appear to
begin in the Spirit, yet by-and-by they attempt to be made perfect in the
flesh. Oh, foolish ones, “Who hath bewitched you?’ They seem to be all
that we want them to be for atime, but soon they are nothing that they
should be: and this does not happen merely during the first six months or
s0, else might we set them on probation; but, aas, it has happened to men
that have grown grey in the church, esteemed and honored, and yet they
have fallen till their names cannot be mentioned without sorrow. We can
never fedl sufficiently grateful to our Lord for alowing a Judas to be
among the twelve, for thus, he himself bore what has been to his servants
the most crushing of griefs. The man that went to the house of God in
company with us has betrayed, not us alone, but our Master, and the truth.
This has often happened in the history of the church, and therefore we may
expect it; but whenever it comesit is a stab to the very soul, and Paul, |
think, if he were here, would say, “Now we die, because these men do not
stand fast in the Lord.” Happy am | to have been so largely spared this
heart-wounding calamity. Oh, my brethren, we live, if ye stand fast in the
Lord; but it is as death to us if you turn aside!

But there are other forms of instability. Many do not behave in such away
that we could remove their names from the church-roll; but they declinein
grace. Far too many grow worldly, and it is especialy the case when they
grow wealthy. Well did one say to me the other day who hasrisen to
riches, “I ailmost regret that | have ever changed my position, for | find my
difficulties wonderfully increased — my difficulties especially with my
family. They ask for things now in the form of amusements which they
never would have thought of if | had not become wealthy.” When a man
toils and moire to heap riches together he is laboriously endeavoring to
make it difficult for him to be saved; yet some think that the main object of
lifeisto load themselves so that they cannot easily follow after Christ. Itis
poor progress to grow rich in gold but poor in grace.

We see others whom we look upon as likely to be leaders and helpers,
who, if not from this cause yet from some other, are diverted from the
work of God. We do not now expect to see them at the prayer-meeting: it
would be rather astonishing if they came in. We do not Boor expect them
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to conduct atract society, or alay-preaching association, or a Sunday-
school; for they are careless as to the salvation of souls. We know some
who were once full of zeal; but now they are neither cold nor hot. These
may seem trifles to the thoughtless, but they are not tribes to those who
thatch after their souls, and will have to give an account. Whenever | have
seen it | have said to myself, “How much of thisis due to me? How much
must | blame myself for this? “ And one cannot answer that question
immediately. Many thoughts and searching considerations are needed, but,
believe me, there is nothing which eats more like a sharp acid into aman’s
inmost soul to cause him adaily grief than when he sees those that profess
to be servants of Christ not answering to the processes of grace, but acting
like worldly men. There are some of whom | must speak even weeping,
because they vex our spirit by their neglect of their Master’ s business.

In these days there are other forms of this lack of steadfastness, and they
come up in thisway. Some are always shifting their doctrinal opinions,
Within the last ten years we have had the most remarkabl e selection of
abominations in the way of new doctrines that ever cursed our human race.
If al the heresies that have been vamped were true, | do not know whether
there would remain either heaven, or hell, or earth, or God, or man, for al
these have been removed by the foul finger of doubt. Some go in not so
much for disbdliefs as for fanaticisms; and, believing nothing one day, the
world is to believe everything the next. We have aready miracles restored
to us, and a daring person has arisen who assumes the name of Christ. A
bottomless pit of fanaticism is yawning. Hell from benesth is vomiting all
manner of absurdities to vex the church of God. Now is the time for
steadfastness. It is a blessed thing for a man to know what he does believe,
and to hold it; to have no ear for novelty-mongers, but to say, “If it be new
itisnot true. I have my colors nailed to the mast, and | cannot take them
down.”

We know some who are not steadfast in their service of Christ. When a
man claims to be perfect heiswholly uselessto us: heis sure to leave his
work. He wants all his time to admire his own perfections. It is not possible
for him to be of any further service among such poor sinners as we are, and
off he goesto stand by himself and say, “God, | thank thee, that | am not
as other men are.” | would a great deal sooner remain imperfect and be of
some use to God and than, than brag of my excellence and do nothing.
Brethren, stick to your work for God. If you preach, preach on. If called to
teach in the Sunday-school, at your peril leave your class. If God has
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bidden you go from door to door with tracts, stick to it, and when the Lord
himself shall come, you cannot be found in a better attitude than in that of
discharging the offices to which he has called you. He would not have us
stand with our mouths wide open gazing into the air. The best attitude for
a servant when his Master comesis to be found doing his Master’ s will.

Welive, if ye stand fast in the Lord as to doctrine and as to holy service,
and especially we live if the Lord keeps you, dear brethren, true in the
matter of holy conversation. | call that holiness which mindsits work at
home. | call that holiness which makes a kind father, a true brother, an
obedient child, and makes me mind my daily calling, and see that there |
make others happy and-so commend the gospel to them. See to it that your
personal charactersin secret before God, and at home before your friends,
and outside in the world, where eagle eyes watch to perceive your
infirmities, are spotless and unblameable; for then we live. But when men
can turn round and fling in our teeth “These are your Christians, and they
deal as others deal, and talk as others talk,” then down goes our spirit, and
we wish we could die. It islife to lead a band of earnest steadfast men who
know the truth, and live the truth, and are ready to die for the truth. Thisis
an honor of which we feel we are unworthy, though we aspire to it. But to
lead inconsistent, dubious, half-hearted, idle people onward to some
imaginary goal, is adoom compared with which death itself is light.

Now, dear brothers and sisters, the reason why every true minister sinksin
heart when those who seem to be in Christ do not stand fast is this— that
unless men are steadfast the church is weakened. The strength of any
church must be the aggregate of the strength of all the members put
together; therefore if you have a set of weak brethren you multiply the
weakness of each one by the number of the membership. What a hospitd is
the result! If each believer be strong, then the whole church is strong; and
that is our desire: we pine to see the church of God vigorousin her holy
caling. If believers are steadfast, then God is glorified. Transient piety
brings no glory to God. God is not honored by that religion which is taken
up to-day and laid down to-morrow. It is only by perseverance — ay, and
perseverance to the end, that glory is brought to God.

The minister is disappointed of his reasonable expectations when men do
not stand fast. He is like afarmer who sees the seed grow, but just when it
is about to yield him a crop he spies out black smut, and hiswheat is
blighted. He may well weep over the fact that it went so far and yet failed



17

so utterly. Judge, ye mothers, what it is to nurse your children till they are
near to manhood, and then to see them sink into the grave. You have
wished perhaps that you had been childless sooner than see your dear
offspring taken from you thus. Very similar is the sorrow of the true
pastor: when he expects that God will be glorified by his converts they turn
aside, and hiswork islost; or if they do not turn aside unto perdition, yet if
they are “Instable their joy is lessened and their usefulnessis marred, and
thisisno small thing. We livein your joy, and if you miss it we grieve for
your incalculable loss; for believe me there is no joy like the highest form
of Christianity, and to lose thisis a catastrophe. The beginnings of piety are
often bitter; and difficult advances are often made through the sea and
through the terrible wilderness; but the higher stage of piety isthe Beulah
land from which you look into the paradise of God, yourself living on the
borders of it. If any child of God should miss the highest joy it isagrief
most heavy to those who watch for their souls. Wherefore be ye steadfast,
for so welive.

| I'l. Then THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE IN THE LORD AND WHO STAND
FAST IN THE LORD, and these are our life.

They are our life, because their holy conduct fills us with living confidence.
| tell you, brethren, when | have seen the holy generosity of members of
this church, making sacrifices to serve the Lord; when | have seen the holy
courage of brethren standing up for Jesus, and bearing reproach for the
sake of principle, and speaking out the truth in defiance of ridicule; when,
in fact, | have seen many things that | will not mention now — | have said
to myself these are fruits that could not have been produced except by the
truth and by the Spirit of God. Then have | felt very confident in the gospel
which has been so adorned by your actions. Certain of our beloved elders
and deacons passed away, to our deep sorrow, not very long ago, and
when | came down from their death-chambers | did not require any further
argument to prove the religion of the Lord Jesus: the Holy Spirit set his
seal upon the truth by their joyful departures. If infidels had met me as|
left those choice death-beds, | should not have argued with them for a
single moment; | should have simply laughed them to scorn, for | should
have felt like a man that has looked at the sun till he cannot bear the blaze
of it any longer, and then hears a blind man swear that there is no sun. With
what confidence we speak when holy lives and joyful deaths prove the

gospel!
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Again, how often have | seen fears which have crept into my soul
disappointed by my dear people! Thisisatime of fear, when all Solomon’'s
men that keep watch about his bed had need each one to carry his sword
drawn because of fear in the night. Y et, when | have seen God' s people
steadfast, my fears have fled. Yes, | have said, the Lord keeps the feet of
his saints. He isasawall of fire round about his own. If it were possible,
the powers of evil would deceive the very elect; but it is not possible. The
saints are steadfast, and each steadfast one cheers his minister, and helps
him to lay aside his anxieties, and to rgjoice in the certainty that the gospel
will triumph.

The steadfast become our life by stimulating us to greater exertion. |
believe that the steadfast help the minister to a high degree of usefulness.
When the man of God sees his people living to God at a high rate of piety,
he speaks many things which otherwise he never would have spoken. He
gloriesin the work of God, and with no bated breath or trace of hesitation,
he points to his people, and cries, “ See what God has done!” He exults
over his converts with a holy joy. He cries, “ See what they used to be and
what they are now! See how life has been made to spring up in the midst of
death, and how light shines where overtime darkness reigned.” Take away
the living evidences of divine power from the church, and you lower the
preacher’s spirit at once, and deprive him of power to demonstrate his
commission by the signs that follow it.

| am sure, dear friends, you would have a deadening influence on meif you
were not steadfast in holiness. How can | preach up holiness if some one
sitting in the gallery looks down and says, “Y onder is one of his members,
and aworse thief |1 do not know!” Can | preach up the glory of grace when
some one cries, “Fine talk, but | saw one of the members of his church half
seas over the other night. Is that what is meant by the free spirit?” If behind
me there is aregiment of deceivers and hypocrites, my position is horrible.
Surely | had better give over the preaching of the gospel when you give
over theliving of the gospel. My task, initself difficult, is rendered
absolutely impossible if while | preach one thing you live another. Happily
it has not been so among you, and you will not permit it to be so in the
future. May God of infinite mercy grant to me that | may live, because
Christ livesin you; that | may be strong because | can fall back upon you as
my “living epistles, known and read of all men!” Of godly established
Christians, | may quote the words of David, “Happy is the man that hath
his quiver full of them: he shall speak with the enemiesin the gate.” The
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best answer to al the opponents of the old-fashioned gospel is the godly
zedl of an earnest church. “Now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

| had many things to say unto you, but my time has gone. Only may God
the Holy Ghost dwell with the preacher that he may preach the Lord Jesus,
and not himself: and may the Spirit of God dwell with you, dear members
of this church, that you may live under his bedewings, and may bear his
fruit unto the glory of God. Asfor you that are members of other churches,
the Lord make you to be to your own pastors their joy and crown; it will
beill for you if in the day of judgment they have to give an ill account of
you. We do not think enough about that trial which each man will have to
undergo, or of that account which all under shepherds will have to render
inthe last great day. It iswritten “If the watchman warn them not they
shall perish, but their blood will | require at the watchman’s hands.” Oh,
my Master, when thou searchest my garments for the blood of souls, grant
that | may be found clear of the blood of all men. What a heaven this will
be!

Remember that other word, “If the watchman warn them, and they take no
heed of the warning, they shall perish; but he has delivered his soul.” May
every one of ustake care to deliver hissoul! It is my highest prayer to be
able to make full proof of my ministry, that in al of you | may have an
unquestioned testimony to my life-long fidelity to my Lord, and to your
souls. Pray for me daily, and for yourselves aso, that by our steadfastness
this favored church may be made to live and flourish till our Lord himself
shall come.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON
— 1 Thessalonians 1.; 2:18 to 3:13.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK — 686, 667, 684.
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THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE AND
ADOPTION

NO. 1759

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God.” — Romans 8:15, 16.

THESE two verses are full of the word “spirit,” and they are also full of
gpiritual truth. We have read in previous Verses about the flesh and of the
result that comes of minding it, namely, death. But now, in this verse, we
get away from the flesh, and think only of the work of the Holy Spirit upon
our spirits, and of the blessed privilege which comes of it — "that we
should be called the sons of God.” We cannot enter into this except by the
power of the Holy Spirit, for spiritual truth must be spiritually discerned:
our eyes need God'’s light, and our spirits need the Holy Spirit’s
quickening. We breathe our prayer to the Great Spirit that he would make
us feel the full meaning of hisword.

| think that | see in the text the fourfold work of the Spirit: first, the spirit
of bondage; secondly, the spirit of adoption; thirdly, the spirit of prayer,
— hereitis, “Whereby we cry.” And fourthly, the spirit of witness: “The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God.”

| . Consider, first of dl, THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE. Much of the bondage in
which we are plunged by our fallen nature is not Rid work of the Spirit of
God at all. Bondage under sin, bondage under the flesh, bondage to the
fashions and customs of the world, bondage under the fear of man, — this
is carna bondage, the work of the flesh, and of sin, and of the devil. But
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thereis a sense of bondage, to which, | think, the apostle here mainly
alludes, which is of the Spirit of God. Before the Spirit of God within us
becomes the Spirit of liberty, heis, first of al, the Spirit of bondage. The
Spirit is not first a quickening Spirit to us, but awithering Spirit: — "The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth
upon it: surely the people is grass.” The divine Spirit wounds before he
hedls, he kills before he Snakes alive. We usualy draw a distinction
between law-work and gospel-work, but law-work is the work of the Spirit
of God, and is so far atrue gospel-work that it is afrequent preliminary to
the joy and peace of the gospel. The law is the needle, which draws after it
the silken thread of blessing, and you cannot get the thread into the stuff
without the needle: men do not receive the liberty wherewith Christ makes
them freetill, first of al, they have felt bondage within their own spirit
driving them to cry for liberty to the great Emancipator, the Lord Jesus
Christ. This sense or spirit of bondage works for our salvation by leading
usto cry for mercy.

Let us notice that there is a kind of bondage whichis, in part at least, the
work of the Spirit of God, although it is often darkened, blackened, and
made legal in a great measure by other agencies which do not aim at our
benefit. That part of the bondage which | shall now describe is atogether
the work of the Spirit of God. That is, first, when men are brought into
bondage through being convinced of sin. This bondage is not the work of
nature; certainly, never the work of the devil. It is not the work of human
oratory, nor of human reason; it is the work of the Spirit of God; asit is
written, “When the Spirit of truth is come, he shall convince the world of
sin.” It needs a miracle to make a man know that heisin very deed a
sinner. He will not own it. He kicks against it. Even when he confesses the
outward transgression, he does not know or feel the inward heinousness of
his guilt, so asin his soul to be stunned, and confounded, and humbled, by
the fact that he is arebel against his God. Now, no man can ever know a
Savior without knowing himself a sinner: even as no man can value a
physician while he isignorant of the existence and evil of disease By the
killing sentence of the law we are bruised, and broken, and crushed to
atoms, asto all comeliness and self-righteousness. This, | say, is the work
of the Spirit of God; he worketh a necessary spirit of bondage within us by
putting us under a sense of sin.

The Spirit of God is aways the Spirit of truth, and therefore he only
convinces men of that which istrue: he puts them into no false, or fanciful,
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or needless bondage. “When the Spirit of truth is come, he shall convince
the world of sin,” — because it is sinful. When the Spirit puts men into
bondage because they are sinners, he only puts them into their right place.
When he came to some of us by the law he made us fed what we were by
nature; and what we felt and saw was the truth. He made us see things as
they really were. Until he came, we put bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter, darkness for light and light for darkness; but when the Spirit of truth
was come, then sin appeared sin. Then we were in bondage, and it was no
fancied davery, but the very truth.

The Spirit of God also brought us farther into bondage when he made us
feel the assurance that punishment must follow upon sin, when he made us
know that God can by no means clear the guilty, and that he was not
playing with us when he said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” We were
made to feel the sentence of death in ourselves, that we might not trust in
ourselves. At that time we trembled on the brink of fate. We wondered that
we were not already in hell. We were so convinced of sin that it was a
matter of astonishment to us that the sentence did not immediately take
place upon us. We were speechless before God, as to excuse or
justification. We could not offer anything by which we could turn away the
edge of justice, though we saw it like a glittering sword stripped of the
scabbard of amighty patience. Do you know what this means? | can hardly
hope that you will prize the atonement, or feel the sweetness of the
expiation by blood, unless, first of al, you have felt that your soul’s life
was due to God on account of your transgressions. We must know a
shutting-up under the sentence of the law, or we shall never rejoice in the
liberty which comes to us by grace through the blood of the Lamb of God.
Blessed be the Spirit of God for working in us this double Sense of
bondage, first making us know that we are guilty, and, secondly, making us
feel that the justice of God must punish usfor sin.

And then, further, the Spirit of God operates as a spirit of bondage upon
the hearts of those whom God will save, by bringing them to feel the fitter
impossibility of their hoping to clear themselves by the works of the law.
We heard this sentence thundered in our soul — "By the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge
of sin.” We could not meet our God under the law: we looked up to Sinai’s
fiery summit, whereon the Lord revealed himself, and we felt that its crags
were too steep for our tottering feet to climb. Even if the way were
smooth, how could we dare to pass through the thick darkness, and hold
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communion with Jehovah, who is a consuming fire? The Spirit of God
once for all weaned us from all thought of a righteousness of our own. We
were clean divorced from the legal spirit, and compelled to abhor the very
notion of justifying ourselvesin the sight of a pure and holy God by our
works, or feelings, or prayers. This was the work of the Spirit of God.

Thisresult is always produced in every child of God, but not always by the
same degree of bondage. Fetters of different weights are used in this
prison-house, as wisdom and prudence appoint. The spirit of bondage
comes not to all alike; for some find peace and life in a moment, and come
to Calvary as soon as Sinai begins to thunder.

| have known this spirit of bondage come with great force to men who
have been open transgressors. Others who have been kept by the
preventing grace of God from the extremes of open sin have not felt so
much of it; but men that have blasphemed God, broken the Sabbath, and
violated every holy thing, — when they are brought before God under a
sense of sin, have frequently had a hard time of it. See how Saul was three
days blinded, and did neither eat nor drink. Read John Bunyan’'s “ Grace
Abounding,” and notice the five years of his subjection to this spirit of
bondage. It must in his case be noted that his bondage was far from being
altogether the work of the Spirit, for much of it arose from his own
unbelief. But still there was in the core and heart of it awork of the Spirit
of God most wonderfully convincing him of sin. | should not wonder if
some of my hearers, who may have gone far into outward transgression,
are made to feel, when brought to spiritual life, great grief and humiliation
under a sense of their sin.

Such bondage often happens to those who, as the old authors used to say,
were “close sinners’” — men who did not even know that they were sinners
at al, but, in consequence of their morality and the strictness of their lives,
had a high conceit of their own excellence in the sight of God. Certain of
these people experience most fearful convictions of sin: asif God would
say to each one, “1 must rid thee of thy self-righteousness. | must cure thee
of trusting in thy mora life, and therefore | will let thee see into the depths
of thy depravity. | will discover to thee thy sins against light and
knowledge, thy sins against conscience, thy sins against the love of God.
Thou be brought into sore bondage, but that bondage shall heal thee of thy
pride.”
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| have noticed one thing more, and that is, that those who are in after life
to be greatly useful are often thus digged, and tilled, and dunged, in order
that much fruit may be brought forth by them in after years. | have had to
deal with as many troubled souls as any living man, and God has greatly
used me for their deliverance; but this never could have happened, so far as
| can judge, unless | had myself been the subject of aterrible law-work,
convincing me not only of my actual sin, but of the source of that sin,
namely, a deep and bottomless fountain of depravity in my own nature.
When | have met with persons driven to despair, and aimost ready to
destroy themselves, | have said, “Yes, | understand all that: | have been in
those sepulchral chambers, and can sympathize with those who are chilled
by their damps. | know the heart of a stranger, for | al'so was a captive in
Egypt, and worked at the brick-kilns.” In such a case this bondage of spirit
becomes a profitable preparation for after work. The sword that has to cut
through coats of mail must be annealed in many fires; it must endure
processes which a common blade escapes. Do not, therefore, al of you
expect that the spirit of bondage will be seen in you to the same degree;
for, after dl, it is not the spirit of bondage which isto be desired for its
own sake, but that which comes after it — the Spirit of liberty in Christ
Jesus.

Our text reminds us that the result of this spirit of the bondage in the soul
isfear: — "The spirit of bondage to fear.” There are five sorts of fears,
and it iswell always to distinguish between them.

There is the natural fear which the creature has of its Creators because of
its own insignificance and its Maker’ s greatness. From that we shall never
be atogether delivered; for with holy awe we shall bow before the divine
majesty, even when we come to be perfect in glory.

Secondly, thereis a carna fear: that is, the fear of man. May God deliver
usfrom it! May we never cease from duty because we dread the eye of
man! Who art thou that thou shouldst be afraid of a man that shall die?
From this cowardice God's Spirit delivers believers.

The next fear is aservile fear — the fear of a dave towards his master, lest
he should be beaten when he has offended. That is a fear which should
rightly dwell in every unregenerate heart. Until the dave isturned into a
child he ought to feel that fear which is suitable to his position. By means
of this fear the awakened soul is driven and drawn to Christ, and learns the
perfect love which casts it out.
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If servile fear be not cast out it leads to a fourth fear, namely, a diabolical
fear; for we read of devils, that they “believe and tremble.” Thisisthe fear
of amalefactor towards the executioner, such afear as possesses souls that
are shut out for ever from the light of God’ s countenance.

But, fifthly, thereisafilia fear which is never cast out of the mind. Thisis
to he cultivated. Thisis“the fear of the Lord” which is “the beginning of
wisdom.” Thisis a precious gift of grace: “Blessed is the man that feareth
the Lord.” This makes the saints fearful of offending, lest they should
grieve infinite love; it causes them to walk before the Lord with the fear of
aloving child who would not in anything displease his parent.

When the spirit of bondage is at work upon the heart, there is much of the
fourth form of fear, namely, servile fear; and | tell you that it isthe Spirit of
truth which brings this to us, because we are in a condition which demands
it: we are daves until Christ sets us free, and, being still under the law,
servile fear is our most natural and proper feeling. Would you have the
bondsman rejoice in aliberty which he does not possess? Is he not the
more likely to be free if he loathes his davery? | wish that every man here,
who is not a child of God, would become possessed with servile fear, and
tremble before the Most High.

Now, mark that while this fear lastsit asintended to work us toward God.
| have already touched upon that. This bondage, which causes fear, breaks
us off from self-righteousness, it makes us val ue the righteousness of
Christ, and it also puts an end to certain sins. Many a man, because heis
afraid of the consequences, leaves off this and that which would have
ruined him; and, so far, the fear is useful to him; and, in after life, the sense
of the terror which fear wrought in his soul, will keep him nearer to his
Lord. How can hereturn to that evil thing which aforetime filled his soul
with bitterness and grief?

But now | want to notice that in due time we outgrow this bondage, and
never receive it again, for “We have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear.” There comes atime when the Spirit of truth no longer
causes bondage. Why not? Because we are not daves any longer, and
therefore there is no bondage for us. Because we are no longer guilty,
having been cleared in the court of God, and therefore no sin should press
upon our spirit. Because we are made to be the children of God; and God
forbid that God' s children should tremble like slaves. No, we have not
received the spirit of bondage again, for the Spirit of God has not brought
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it to us again; and though the devil triesto bring it we do not “receive’ his
goods; and though sometimes the world thinks that we ought to feel it, we
are not of the world, and we will not “receive” the world's spirit. We are
new creatures in Christ Jesus; we are not under the law, but under grace;
and therefore we are free from our former bondage. “We have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear.” | know some Christians, or persons
who call themselves so, who often come under this spirit of bondage. They
erroneously say, “If | have sinned | have ceased to be a child of God.” That
isthe spirit of bondage with a vengeance. If a servant disobeys he will be
sent adrift; but you cannot discharge your child. My son is my son for ever;
who denies that? Sonship is a settled fact, and never can be altered under
any possible circumstances. If | am achild of God, who shall separate me
from the love of God which isin Christ Jesus, my Lord? Some perform all
religious actions from a principle of fear; and they abstain from this and
that iniquity because of fear. A child of God does not desire to be thus
driven or held back. He works not for reward; he toils not in order to gain
salvation. He is saved; and because God has “worked in him to will and to
do of hisown good pleasure,” therefore he works out the salvation which
God has aready worked in. Blessed is the man who knows that heis no
longer a servant, but has become an heir of God, ajoint-heir with Jesus
Christ.

I'1. This brings us to our second head, which is, THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION.
| should require aweek to preach propeller upon that blessed theme.
Instead of preaching upon it, | will give you hints.

Will you kindly notice that the apostle said, “Y e have not received the
spirit of bondage”? If he had kept strictly to language he would have
added, “But ye have received the Spirit of” — what? Why of “liberty.”
That is the opposite of bondage. Ay, but our apostle is not to be hampered
by therigid rules of composition. He has inserted afar greater word: —
"Y e have received the Spirit of adoption.” This |eads me to observe that,
from this mode of putting it, it is clear that the Spirit of adoption isin the
highest sense the spirit of liberty. If the Son make you free, ye shall be free
indeed. If ye yourselves become sons through that blessed Son, oh, the
freeness of your spirits! Y our soul has nothing now to fear; you need not
dread the wrath of God, for he has sworn, “1 would not be wroth with
thee, nor rebuke thee.” The believer feels the love of God shed abroad
within him, and therefore he exercises a liberty to draw nigh to God, such
as he never had before. He has access with boldness: he learns to speak



27

with God as a child speaksto afather. See what a blessed thing is this
Spirit of liberty, this Spirit of adoption.

Now, the apostle said, “Y e have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear.” What is the opposite of that? He should have added — should he
not? — " but ye have received the Spirit of liberty by which ye have
confidance.” He has not in so many words expressed himself thus, but he
has said all that and a great deal more by saying, “Whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.” Thisisthe highest form of confidence that can be thought of, —
that a child of God should be able, even when heisforced to cry, to cry
nothing less than, “ Abbe, Father.” At hislowest, when heisfull of sorrow
and grief, even in his cryings and lamentings, he sticks to “ Abbe, Father.”
Thisis ajoyous confidence indeed! Oh, that God may give it to you, dearly
beloved, to the very full!

Thusit is clear that the Spirit of adoption is a spirit of liberty, and a spirit
of confidence. Asachild is sure that its father will love him, feed him,
clothe him, teach him, and do all that is good for him, so are we sure that
“No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly;” but he
will make all things to “work together for good to them that love God.”

The spirit of bondage made us fear, but the Spirit of adoption gives us full
assurance. That fear which distrusts God — that fear which doubts
whether he will remain aloving and merciful God — that fear which makes
us think that all hislove will come to an end — that is gone, for we cry,
“Abbe, Father,” and that cry is the death of doubting and fearing. We sing
to brave music, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he
is able to keep that which | have committed unto him.”

The Spirit of adoption, moreover, isa spirit of gratitude. Oh, that ever the
Lord should put me among the children! Why should he do this? He did
not want for children that he should adopt me. The First-born alone was
enough to fill the Father’s heart throughout eternity. And yet the Lord puts
us among the children. Blessed be his name for ever and ever! “Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God!”

The Spirit of adoption isa spirit of child-likeness. It is pretty, though
sometimes sad, to see how children imitate their parents. How much the
little man is like his father! Have you not noticed it? Do you not like to see
it, too? Y ou know you do. Ay, and when God gives the Spirit of adoption,
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there beginsin us, poor fallen creatures as we are, some little likeness to
himself; and that will grow to his perfect image. We cannot become God,
but we have the privilege and the poker to become the sons of God. “Even
to as many as believe on his name”’ does Jesus give this privilege; and
therefore we grow up into himin al things, who is our Head, and at the
same time the pattern and mirror of what all the children of God are to be.

Thus, dear friends, let us see with great joy that we have not received again
the spirit of bondage. We shall not receive it any more. The Spirit of God
will never come to usin that form again, for now we have been washed in
the blood, we have been taken away from being heirs of wrath even as
others, we have been placed in the family of the Most HIGH, and we feedl
the Spirit of adoption within us, whereby we cry, “Abba, Father.”

I'11. Just two or three words only upon the next spirit, which is, THE
SPIRIT OF PRAYER. Whenever the Spirit of adoption enters into a man it
sets him praying. He cannot help it. He does not wish to help it

“Prayer isthe Chrisgtian’ s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air
His watchword at the gates of death:
He enters heaven with prayer.”

And this praying of the true believer who has the Spirit of adoption is very
earnest praying, for it takes the form of crying. He does not say, “ Abba,
Father.” Anybody can say those words. But he cries, “Abba, Father.”
Nobody can cry, “Abba, Father,” but by the Holy Ghost. When those two
words, “Abba, Father,” are set to the music of a child’ s cry, thereis more
power in them than in al the orations of Demosthenes and Cicero. They
are such heavenly sounds as only the twice-born, the true aristocracy of
God, can ever utter, “ Abbe, Father:” they even move the heart of the
Eternal.

But it isalso very natural praying: for achild to say, “Father,” is according
to the fitness of things. It is not necessary to send your boys to a Board
School to teach them to do that. They cry “Father,” soon and often. So,
when we are born again, “Our Father, which art in heaven,” is a prayer that
is never forced upon us: it rises up naturally within the new-born nature,
and because we are born again we cry, “Abba, Father.” When we have lost
our Father for awhile, we cry after him in the dark. When he takes the rod
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to us we cry; but we cry no otherwise than this— ” Abba, Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me.”

It seems to me to be not only an earnest cry and a natural cry, but avery
appealing cry. It touches your heart when your child says, “Don’t hurt me,
father. Dear father, by your love to me, forgive me.” True prayer pleads
the fatherhood of God — "My father, my father, | am no stranger; | am no
foe, | am thy own dear and well-beloved child. Therefore, like as afather
pitieth his children, have thou pity upon me.” The Lord never turns a deaf
ear to such pleadings. He says, “I do earnestly remember him till,” and in
love he checks his hand.

And what afamiliar word it is— " Abbe, Father”! They say that daves
were never allowed to call their masters “abbe.” That was aword for free-
born children only: no man can speak with God as God'’ s children may. |
have heard critics say sometimes of our prayers, “How familiar that manis
with God”; and one adds, “I do not like such boldness.” No, you daves; of
course, you cannot speak with God as a child can; and it would not be
right that you should! 1t befits you to fear, and crouch, and, like miserable
sinners, to keep yourselves along way off from God. Distance is the
dave' s place; only the child may draw near. But if you are children, then
you may say, “Lord, thou hast had mercy upon me, miserable sinner as |
was; and thou hast cleansed me, and | am thine; therefore deal with me
according to the riches of thy grace. My soul delighteth herself in thee, for
thou art my God, and my exceeding joy.” Who but a true-born child of
God can understand that word — " Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he
will give thee the desires of thine heart.”

| do not know any more delightful expression towards God than to say to
him, “Abba, Father.” It is as much asto say — "My heart knows that thou
art my Father. | am as sure of it asthat | am the child of my earthly father;
and | am more sure that thou wouldest deal tenderly with me than that my
father world.” Pant hints at this when he reminds us that our fathers, verily,
chastened us after their own pleasure, but the Lord always chastens us for
our profit. The heavenly Father’s heart is never angry so asto smitein
wrath; but in pity, and gentleness, and tenderness, he afflicts his sons and
daughters. “Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.” See what a blessed
state thisis to be brought into, to be made children of God, and then in our
prayers to be praying, not like serfs and servants, but as children who cry,
“Abbey Father.”
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I'V. Now, the last thing is, THE SPIRIT OF WITNESS. — " The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”

There are two witnesses to the adoption of every child of God. Two isa
legal number: in the mouth of two witnesses the whole shall be established.
The first witness is the man’s own spirit. His spirit says, “Yes, yes, yes, |
am achild of God. | feel those drawings towards God; | fedl that delight in
him; | feel that love to him; | fedl that wish to obey him, which | never
could have felt if | were not his child. Moreover, God’s own word
declares, ‘ To as many as received him’ — that is Christ — ‘to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name;” now, | have received Christ, and | do believe on his name:
therefore, | have the evidence of God’ s written word that | am one of the
sons of God. | have the right, the permission, the authority, to be one of
the sons of God. That is the witness of my spirit: | believe, and therefore |
am achild.”

Now comes in the witness of the Holy Spirit. Nobody can question his
veracity; but how does the Spirit of God witness to our sonship?

First, he witnesses it, as | have already said, through the word of which is
the Author. The word contained in Scripture is quite enough for us if we
have a saving faith. We accept it and believe it. The Spirit of God thus
witnesses through the Word, and that is the surest medium. “We have a
more sure word of testimony,” said Peter. That is awonderful declaration
of the apostle. Peter had spoken about seeing Christ transfigured on the
holy mount. Was not that sure? Yes, it was, but he, in effect, says, — We
have a more sure word of testimony than al the sights that we have seen,
whereunto we do well if we take heed, as unto alight that shineth in a dark
place.

Next, the Spirit of God bears witness by hiswork in us. He works in us
that which proves usto be the children of God; and what is that?

Thefirst thing isthat he works in us great love to God. None love God but
those that are born of him. Thereis no true love to God in Christ Jesus

except in those that have been begotten again by God's own Spirit, so that
our loveto God is the witness of the Spirit that we are the children of God.

Furthermore, he works in us a veneration for God. We fear before him
with a childlike reverence: everything that has to do with God becomes
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sacred to us when he communes with us. Ay, if he only met usin adream
we should say, “How dreadful isthis place! It is none other than the house
of God, and it isthe very gate of heaven.” The place of hisfeet is glorious
in our eyes. The meanest of his chosen are honorable in our esteem. This
holy awe of believersis aproof of their being God' s children. If he be their
Father they will reverence him, for we know that when we had fathers of
our flesh, they corrected us, and we gave them reverence, for it was due to
them. Shall we not be in subjection to the Father of our spirits? That
subjection is the surest evidence that we are indeed the sons of God.

In addition to this, the Spirit of God works in us a holy confidence. By his
grace we fedl in days of trouble that we can rest in God. When we cannot
see our way we go on joyfully without seeing. What is the good of seeing
with our own eyes when the eyes of the Lord are running to and fro in the
earth to show himself strong in the behalf of all them that trust in him? Our
faith feelsajoy in believing seeming contradictions, a delight in accepting
apparent impossibilities. We have abelief in God' s veracity so sure and
steadfast that if al the angelsin heaven were to deny the truth of God we
would laugh them to scorn. He must be true, and we know it: every word
of hisbook is as certainly true to us as if we had seen the thing with our
own eyes — ay, and truer still, for eyes deceive, and mislead, but God
never can. Wherever there is this blessed child-like trust, thereis the
Spirit’ switness that we are the children of God.

And then, again, when the Spirit of God works in us sanctification, that
becomes a further witness of our sonship. When he makes us hate sin,
when he makes us love everything that is pure and good, when he helps us
to conquer ourselves, when he leads us to love our fellow-men, when he
fashions us like to Chrigt, thisis the witness of the Spirit with our spirit that
we are the children of God. Oh, to have more and more of it!

Besides which, | believe that there is a voice unheard of the outward ear,
which drops in silence on the spirit of man, and lets him know that he has,
indeed, passed from death unto life. Thisalso is the seal of the Spirit to the
truth our adoption.

Now let us begin at the beginning, and bless him that ever he made us fedl
the bondage of sin. Let us bless him that he made us fear and tremble, and
fly to Jesus. Let us bless him that he has brought us into the adoption of
children. Let us bless him that he helps usto cry “Abbe, Father”; and,
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lastly, let us bless him that to-night he bears witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God.

Dear friend, dost thou believein the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, al the
privileges of an heir of God are thine. If thou dost not believe in Christ, the
Spirit of God will never bear witnessto alie, and tell thee that thou art
saved when thou art not. It thou art not saved and not yet a believer in
Jesus, | tell thee that thou art like a blank document to which the Spirit of
God will never set his hand and sedl, for he is never so unwise asto sign a
blank. If thou hast believed, thou art a child of God, and the Spirit of God
sets his seal to thy adoption. Go in peace, and rejoice in the Lord for ever.

Nor fret, nor doubt, nor stiffer davish fear:
Thy spirit is released, thy path isclear.
Let praisefill up thy day, and evermore

Live thou to love, to copy, and adore.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON - Romans 8.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK” — 728,647,660.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON.

To MY BELOVED READERS,- In putting together these three sermons,
wherewith to commence the thirtieth yearly volume, | have felt deep
gratitude to God for al his past goodness in connection with these
discourses. Still, my more prominent thought has been alonging for more
grace for years to come, and for this | entreat your loving prayersin
increased power. Many are the kindnesses which | have received at your
hands; add to them this much more: pray for the preacher, spread the
sermons among your friends, and bless the Lord whenever you derive the
least benefit from them. By these three helps these sermons will be
continued not only in publication but in usefulness. The times are dark:
every star is precious.

Wishing you A HAPPY NEW Y EAR,
| am, yours heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON. Menton, Dec. 29.

P.S. — Please read what | have to say in The Svord and the Trowel.
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“HE SHALL BE GREAT.”

NO. 1760

A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING,
DECEMBER 2ND, 1883,

BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.
Being his last Sermon before his Journey to the South of France.
“Heshall begreat.” — Luke 1:32.

Strictly speaking, | suppose these words refer to the human nature of our
Lord Jesus Chrigt, for it isas to his humanity that Christ was born of Mary.
The context runs thus — " Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” The angel of the
Lord thus spake concerning the manhood of “that holy thing” that should
be born of the favored virgin by the overshadowing of the power of the
Highest. Asto hisdivinity, we must speak concerning him in another style
than this: but, as a man, he was born of the virgin, and it was said to her
before his birth, “He shall be great.”

The man Christ Jesus stooped very low. In hisfirst estate he was not great;
he was very little when he bun, upon his mother’s breast. In his after estate
he was not great; but despised, rejected, and crucified. Indeed, he was so
poor that he had not where to lay his head; and he was so cast out by the
tongues of men that they called him a“fellow,” mentioned him among
drunken men and wine-bibbers, and even accused him of having a devil,
and being mad. In the esteem of the great ones of the earth he was an
ignorant Galilean of whom they said, “We know not whence heis.” Hislife
binds up more fitly with the lowly annals of the poor than with the court-
circular or whatever stood for that in Caesar’s day. In his own time his



34

enemies could not find aword base enough to express their contempt of
him. He was brought very low in histrial, condemnation, and suffering.
Who thought him greet when he was covered with bloody sweat, or when
he was sold at the price of a dave, or when a guard came out against him
with swords, and with lanterns, and with torches, as if he had been a thief?
Who thought him great when they bound him and led him to the judgment-
seat as a malefactor? or when the abjects smote him, blindfolded him, and
gpat in his face? or when he was scourged, led through the streets bearing
his cross, and afterwards hung up between two thievesto die? Truly he
was brought very low, and a sword pierced through his mother’s heart as
she saw the sufferings of her holy Son. When she knew that he was dead,
and buried in a borrowed tomb, she must have painfully pondered in her
heart the words from heaven concerning him, and thought within herself,
“The angel said he should be great, but who is made so vile as he? He said
that he should be called the * Son of the Highest,” but, lo! he is brought into
the dust of death; and men seal his sepulcher, and cast out his name as
evil.”

Still, while | think that our text most fitly applies to the manhood of Christ
in the first place, | rgjoice to think that —

“He who on earth as man was known,
And bore our sinsand pairs,
Now, seated on the eternal throne,
The God of glory reigns.”

The very man who was despised and spat upon sits glorious on his Father’s
throne. As man heis anointed “King of kings, and Lord of lords.” Asman
he has been lifted up from the lowest depths, and set in the greatest heights
to reign for ever and ever. Peter and the apostles testified, “ This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses, he being by the right hand of
God exalted.” Stephen also said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and
the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” While we believe that,
and regjoice in it, we shall be wise never to dissociate the deity of Christ
from his humanity, for they make up one person. | cannot help remarking
that in the New Testament you find adisregard of al rigid distinction of
the two natures in the person of our Lord when the Spirit speaks
concerning him. The two natures are so thoroughly united in the person of
Christ that the Holy Ghost does not speak of the Lord Jesus with
theological exactness, like one who writes a creed, but he speaks as to men
of understanding, who know and rgjoice in the truth of the one indivisible
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person of the Mediator. For instance, we read in Scripture of “the blood of
God”: Paul saith in Acts 20:28, “Feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.” Now, strictly speaking, there can be no
blood of God, and the expression looks like a confusion of the two natures,
but thisisintentional, that we may clearly see that the two natures are so
joined together that the Holy Ghost does not stop to dissect and set out
differences; but he says of the united person of our blessed Lord that which
is strictly true either of his humanity or of his deity. Heis called both “God,
our Savior,” and “the man Christ Jesus.” The combined natures of the man,
the God, Christ Jesus our Lord, are one person; and all the acts of either
nature may be ascribed to that one person. Hence I, for one, do not
hesitate to sing such verses as these —

“Hethat distributes crowns and thrones,
Hands on a tree, and bleeds and groans:
The Prince of Life resigns his breath;
Theking of Glory bowsto death.”
“Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut hisgloriesin,

When God, the mighty Maker, died
For man, the creature’ssin.”

“ See how the patient Jesus stands,
Insulted in his lowest case!
Sinners have bound the Almighty hands,
And spit in their Creator’sface.”

We shall not labor, therefore, to preserve the niceties of theology, but we
shall at thistime freely speak of our Lord asheisin his Godhead and in his
manhood, and apply our text to the whole Christ, declaring the divine
promise that “He shall be great.”

While my brother was praying for me | was wishing that | had the tongues
of men and of angels with which to set forth my theme to-night; and yet |
shall retract my wish, for the subject is such, that if my words were the
commonest that could be found — yes, if they were ungrammatical, and if
they were put together most uncouthly, it would little matter; for afailure
awaits me in any case: the subject far transcends all utterance. Jesusis such
aone that no oratory can ever reach the height of his glory, and the
simplest words are best suited to a subject so sublime. Fine words would
be but tawdry things to hang beside the unspeakably glorious Lord. | can
say no more than that he is great. If | could tell forth his greatness with
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choral symphonies of cherubim, yet should | fail to reach the height of this
great argument. | will be content if | can touch the hem of the garment of
his greatness. If the Lord will but set usin acleft of the rock, and only
make us see the back parts of his character, we shall be overcome by the
vision. As yet, even of Jesus, the face of hisfull glory cannot be seen, or if
seen, it cannot be described. Were we caught up to the third heaven we
should have little to say on coming back, for we should have seen things
which it were not lawful for usto utter. | shall not therefore fail with loss
of honor if | tell you that my utmost success at this time will but touch the
fringe of the splendor of the Son of man. Thisis not the time of his clearest
resealing. The day is coming for the manifestation of the Lord; as yet he
shineth not forth among men in his noontide. His second advent shall more
fully reveal him. Then shal his people “shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father,” because he also shall rise in the clear face of
heaven as the Sun of Righteousness, greatly blessing the sons of men.

| . Let me touch my theme as best | can by, first of all, saying of our
adorable Lord Jesus that HE IS GREAT FROM MANY POINTS OF VIEW. |
might have said from every point of view; but that is too large atruth to be
surveyed at one sitting. Mind would fail us, life would fail us, time would
fail us: eternity and perfection will alone suffice for that boundless
meditation. But from the points of view to which | would conduct you for
amoment, the Lord Jesus Christ is emphatically great.

First, in the perfection of his nature. Think, my brethren. There was never
such abeing as our Well-Beloved. He is peerless and incomparable. He is
divine, and therefore unique. He is “Light of light, very God of very God.”
Jesusis truly equal with God, one with the Father. Oh, the greatness of
Godhead! Jehovah is a being infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible,
inconceivable! Hefilleth al things, and yet is not contained by al things.
Heisindeed great beyond any idea of greatness that has ever dawned upon
us. All thisis true of the Only-Begotten. “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with were made by him; and without him was not anything made
that was made.” “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things:
to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” “He is before all things, and by him dl
things consist.”

But our Lord Jesusis aso man, and this makes the singularity of his
person, that he should be perfectly and purely God, and as truly and really
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man. He is not humanity deified: he is not Godhead humanized. | have
admitted latitude of expression; but thereis, in fact, no confusion of the
substance. He is God. Heis man. Heis al that God is, and all that manis
as God created him. Heisas truly God asif he were not man, and yet as
completely and perfectly man asif he were not God. Think of this
wondrous combination! a perfect manhood without spot or stain of original
or actual sin, and then the glorious Godhead combined with it! Said | not
truly that Jesus stands alone? He is not greatest of the great; but great
where al else arelittle. He is not something among dl; but all where all
else are nothing. Who shall be compared with him? He counts it not
robbery to be equal with God, and among men he is the Firstborn of every
creature; among the risen ones he is the Firstborn by his resurrection from
the dead; among the glorified he is the source and object of glory. | cannot
compeass his nature: who shall declare his generation? He is one with us,
and yet inconceivably beyond us. Our nature is limited, sinful, fallen; but
his nature is unbounded, holy, divine. When Jehovah looks on us we ask,
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him? “But “when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he
saith, And let al the angels of God worship him.” Shall it not truly be said
asto his nature, “He is great”?

Heisgreat also in the grandeur of his offices. Remember that he has for
our sakes undertaken to be our Redeemer. Y ou see your bondage,
brethren. Y ou know it, for some of you have worn the fetterstill they have
entered into your soul: from such davery he came to redeem us. Behold his
Zion in ruins, heaps on heaps, smoking, consumed! He comes to rebuild
and to restore. Thisis his office — to build up the old wastes, and to
restore the temple of the living God, which had been cast down by the foe.
To accomplish this he came to be our Priest, our Prophet, and our King; in
each office glorious beyond compare. He came to be our Savior, our
Sacrifice, our Substitute, our Surety, our Head, our Friend, our Lord, our
Life, our All. Pile up the offices, and remember that each one is worthy of
a God. Mention them as you may, and truly you shall never remember them
all; for he, the expressimage of his Father’s glory, has undertaken every
kind of office, that he might perfectly redeem his people, and make them to
be his own for ever. In each office he has gained the summit of glory, and
therein heis and shall be great.

Have you ever stood in Westminster Abbey when some great warrior was
being buried, and when the herald pronounced his various titles? He has
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been greatly honored of his queen, and of the nation, for which he has
fought so valiantly, and heis prince of this, and duke of that, and count of
the other, and earl of something else: and the titles are many and brilliant.
What aparade it is! “Vanity of vanities! All isvanity!” What boots it to the
senseless clay that it is buried with pomp of heraldry? But | stand at the
tomb of Christ, and | say of his offices that they are superlatively grand;
and, moreover, that they are not buried, neither is he among the dead. He
lives and bears his honors still in the fullness of their splendor. Heisall to
his people still; every office he still carries on, and will carry on till he shall
deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father, and God shall be all in all.
Oh, the splendor of this Christ of God in the mighty offices which he
sustaing! He is the Standard-bearer among ten thousand. Who is like unto
himin al eternity? “ The government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsdllor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” “Hosannato the son of David:
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!” Let our hearts give him
our adoring praise to-night, for he is great in the glorious offices which
God has heaped upon him.

His nature and his offices would alone furnish us with alengthened theme;
but oh! my brethren, the Lord Jesusis great in the splendor of his
achievements. He does not wear an office whose duty is neglected; but his
name is faithful and true. He is no holder of a sinecure; he claimsto have
finished the work which his Father gave him to do. He has undertaken
gresat things, and, glory be to his name, he has achieved them. His people's
sins were laid upon him, and he bore them up to the cross, and on the cross
he made an end of them, so that they will never be mentioned against them
any more for ever. Then he went down into the grave, and slept there for a
little season; but he tore away the bars of the sepulcher and left death dead
at hisfest, bringing life and immortality to light by his resurrection. This
was his high calling, and he has fulfilled it. His victory is complete, the
defeat of the foe is perfect. “ O death, whereis thy sting? O grave, whereis
thy victory?” Springing upward from the tomb when the appointed days
were come, he opened heaven's gates to all believers, according to the
word, — " The breaker is come up before them, and their king shall pass
before them, and the Lord on the head of them.” As he opened the golden
gates, he led captivity captive; and, receiving gifts for men, he cast down a
royal largess among the poorest of his people that they might be enriched
thereby. Thiswas his object, and the design has been carried out without
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flaw or failure. Within the veil he went, our Representative, to take
possession of our crowns and thrones, which he holds for us to this day by
the tenure of his own cross. Having purchased the inheritance, and paid off
the heavy mortgage that lay upon it, he has taken possession of the Canaan
wherein our souls shall dwell at the end of the days when we shall stand in
our lot. Isit not proven that he is great? Conquerors are great, and he is
the greatest of them. Deliverers are great, and he is the greatest of them.
Liberators are great, and he is the greatest of them. Saviours are great, and
he is the greatest of them. They that multiply the joys of men are truly
great, and what shall | say of him who has bestowed everlasting joy upon
his people, and entailed it upon them by a covenant of salt for ever and
ever? Well didst thou say, O Gabridl, “He shall be great,” for great indeed
heidl

He shall be great, again, in the prevalence of his merits. Never being had
such merit as Christ. Hislife and death cover all believersitem head to foot
with a perfect obedience to the law. With royal Gesture are they clad:
Solomon in al his glory was not arrayed like one of those. His blood has
washed believers white as the driven snow, and his righteousness has made
them to be “accepted in the Beloved.” He has such merit with God that he
deserves of the Most High whatsoever he wills to ask; and he asks for his
people that they shall have every blessing needful for eterna life and
perfection. He is great, indeed, my brethren, when we think that he has
clothed us al in his righteousness, and washed us al in his blood. Nor us
alone, but ten thousand times ten thousand of his redeemed stand to-day in
the wedding-dress of his eternal merit, and plead before God a claim that
never can be denied — the claim of a perfect obedience which must
always please the Father’s heart. Oh, what mercy is that which has turned
our hell to heaven, transformed our disease into health, and lifted us from
the dunghill, and set us among the princes of his people! In infinite power
to remove sin, to perfume with acceptance, to clothe with righteousness, to
win blessings, to preserve saints, and to save to the uttermost, the Lord
Jesusis great beyond all greatness.

My theme will never be exhausted, though | may be. Let me not delay to
add that our Lord Jesus Christ is great in the number of his saved ones. |
do not believein alittle Chrit, or alittle heaven, or alittle company before
the throne, or afew that shall be saved. Hear you this, for | would fain
reply to alie that is often stated, and is the last resort of those who assail
the doctrines of grace. They say that we believe that God has |eft the great
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mass of his creatures to perish, and has arbitrarily chosen an elect few. We
have never thought such athing. We believe that the Lord has an elect
many; and it is our joy and delight to think of them as a number that no
man can number. “Oh,” they say, “you think that the few who go to your
little Bethel or Salem are the elect of God.” That, Sirs, is what you invent
for your own purposes, but we have never said anything of the sort. We
rejoice to believe that as many as the stars of heaven shall the redeemed of
Christ be — that as many as the sands that are upon the sea-shore, even an
innumerable company, are those for whom Christ has shed his precious
blood that he might effectually redeem them. As | look up to the heaven of
the sanctified, my mind’'s eye does not see afew dozen saints met together
in select circles of exclusiveness; but my eyes are dazzled with the
countless lights which shine each one from the illustrious brows of the
redeemed; lustrous | say, for each glorified one wears upon his forehead
the name of the Most High. My heart is glad to turn away from the
multitude that throng the broad way, and to see a greater multitude that
throng the heavenly fields, and, day without night, celebrate redemption by
the blood of the Lamb. Have they not washed their robes, and made them
white in his blood? In all things our Lord will have the pre-eminence, and
this shall be the case in the number of hisfollowers: he shal therein
vanquish his great enemy. His redeemed shall fly as a cloud, as doves to
their windows. Countless as the drops of morning dew shall his people be
in the day of his power. He shall be gresat in the host of his adherentsin

glory.

Multitudes upon earth are even now pursuing their road to heaven, and
greater hosts are yet to follow them. A day shall be when the people of
God shall be increased exceedingly, above anything that we see at this
present; they shall spring up as the grass and as willows by the water-
courses, asif every stone that heard the ripple of the brook had been
turned into a man. The seed of the Lord Jesus Christ shall multiply till
arithmetic shall be utterly baffled, and numeration shal fail. Heis great —
agreat Savior of agreat mass of great sinners, who shall by his redeeming
arm be brought safely, without fail, to his right hand in the endless glory.
As the tribes of the natura Israel increased exceedingly, so also shal the
spiritual Isragl. The Lord shal multiply his Zion with men as with aflock,
and thus shall the King of Israel be great.

Brethren and sisters, the Lord Jesus Christ shall be great in the estimation
of hispeople. If | were to try to-night to praise my Lord to the highest
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heavens, my brother might well follow me, and extol our Lord much more.
Then | would get up from my seat again, and | would not rest until | found
yet loftier praises for my Lord and God. Then might nay dear brother
return to the happy task, and excel me yet again, and then, for sure, |
would be on my feet athird time, and keep up the hallowed rivalry, lauding
and magnifying Jesus to my mind’' s utmost, and, if the Lord permitted, we
would never leave off, for | would give in to no man in my desire to extol
my Lord Jesus. | am sure that none of his people would give way to others
in a humble sense of supreme indebtedness; but each one would say,
“There is something which he has done for me which he never did for you.
There is some point of view in which he is greater to me than he isto you.”
Brothers, | admit that there are many pointsin which he is greater to you
than heisto me; but yet to me he is higher than heaven, vaster than
eternity, more delightful than Paradise, more blessed than blessedness
itself. If | could speak of him according to my soul’s desire, | would speak
in great capital letters, and not in the small italics which | am compelled to
use. If | could speak as | would, | would make winds and waves my
orators, and cause the whole universe to become one open mouth with
which to tell out the praises of Emmanuel. If all eternity would speak, as
though it, too, were but one tongue, yet it could not tell out al the charms
of hislove and the sureness of his faithfulness and his truth. We must leave
off somewhere, but, truly, if it be the point of our estimation of him we
never can express our overwhelming sense of his honor, his excellence, his
sweetness. Oh, that he were praised by every creature that has breath! Oh,
that every minute placed another gem in his crown! Oh, that every soul that
breathes did continue to breathe out nothing but hosannas and hallelujahs
unto him, for he deserves all possible praises! Do you hear the crash of the
multitudinous music of heaven? It is like many waters, and like the mighty
waves of the seg, but it isall for him. Can you catch the charming notes of
“harpers harping with their harps’? Their harpings are dl for him. Can you
conceive the unutterable joys of the glorified? Every felicity of eternity isa
song to his honor. Heaven and earth shall yet be full of the out-shinings of
his glory. Who can look the sun in the face in the height of his noontide?
Who can tell theillimitable greatnesses of the Son of God? To him, even to
him, let al praises be, for he has redeemed our souls with blood, and set
the captives free: he has made us unto our God both lacings and priests,
and we shall reign with him for ever and for ever. Truly, heis great, and
shall be great eternaly.
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But, oh, brethren, how great must Christ be in the glory of heaven! We
have never seen that. Some of us shall seeit full soon.

“For we arein the border-land,
The heavenly country’s near at hand:
A stepisall ‘twixt usand rest,
E’en now we converse with the blest.”

But the greatness of Christ in heaven — surely thisis the grand sight for
which we long to go to heaven, — that we may behold his glory, “the glory
which he had with the Father before the world was,” and the glory which
he has gained by his service of the Father here below. Has he not said,
“Father, 1 will that they aso, whom thou hast given me, be with me where
| am; that they may behold my glory”? What honor and majesty surround
our Prince in the metropolis of his empire! What is this city? Whence
comes its brightness? The sun is dim, the moon no more displays herself.
“The glory of God did lighten it, and tie Lamb is the light thereof”: the
whole city shinesin the Redeemer’s glory. And who are these that come
trooping down the golden streets? — these shining ones, each one
comparable to aliving, moving sun? each one as bright as the star of the
morning? Ask them whence comes their brightness, and they tell you that
the glory of Christ has risen upon them, and they are reflecting his
brightness as the moon reflects the effulgence of the sun. If you sit down
with one of these shining ones, and hear him tell his story, the sum of the
matter will be, “Not unto us; but unto him that loved us, be honor and
glory.” Thiswill be the substance of every testimony, — "He loved me,
and gave himsdf for me;” only they will put it something like this— "HE
loved me. He, that great HE.” How they will pronounce it as they point to
his glory — "HE loved me — that little me.” They will sink their voices,
oh, so low, as with wonder and surprise they express their admiration that
ever he could have loved such unworthy ones as they were.

But | must not — dare not — try to touch upon the glory of Christ upon
the throne of the Father. Certain great divines have written upon the glory
of Christ, but | will warrant you that, when they died and went to heaven,
they half wished that they could come back again to amend their most
glowing pages. Ah me, what can ignorance say of the allwise? What do
blinking owls know of high noon? What do we poor limited creatures,
babes of yesterday, know of the Infinite, the Ancient of days, and of the
splendor that comes from the Firstborn at the right band of the Host High?
It would need an angel to tell us that; but, peradventure, if he did, either
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we should not understand, or else what we did understand would
overpower us, and we should fall before our Lord as dead. The heavens are
now telling the glory of our Lord, but the half of it will never be told
throughout ages of ages. Assuredly, concerning our adorable Lord Jesus it
istrue— "He shall be great.”

I'1. Now, by your leave, | want to turn the subject alittle round, and look
at it in another light. “He shall be great,” and he is so, for BE WITH GREAT
THINGS.

Heisa Savior, and agreat one. As| have aready said, it wasagreat ruin
which he came to restore. The wind came from the abyss and smote the
four corners of the house of manhood, and it fell and lay along. Devils
laughed and triumphed as they saw God' s handiwork despoiled. Human
nature sank in shame, Paradise was blasted, sin was triumphant, and the
fiery sword was set at Eden’s gate to exclude us. It was a hideous ruin.
But, oh! when Christ came, he brought a great salvation. He came to
prepare a better Paradise, and to plant in it a better tree of life, and to give
us possession of it upon a better tenure than before. Oh, heis a great
Savior; he wrought amid the chaos of the fall, and restored what Adam had
destroyed!

And, beloved, we were covered with great sin — some of us especially so.
But “he shall be great,” and therefore he makes short work of great sin.
Great sinners, what ajoy it ought to be to you to think that he is great,

and, therefore, has come to rescue such as you are, and deal with such
difficulties as beset and surround you; for what if sin be great? His
arrangement for its removal is great too. Look there at Calvary, and, if you
can seeit through your blinding tears, behold the sacrifice he offered once
for al to put away sin. Regard the old Tabernacle and its faulty types. —
Aaron has offered his bullock which has smoked to heaven, but no result
has followed. Aaron has brought his lambs, and goats, and rams, and their
blood in basinsis thrown at the altar foot: the whole soil of the Tabernacle
is saturated with the blood of bullocks and of goats: but no result has come
of it. These can never take away sin. See now the greater sacrifice which
Jesus brings. That great High Priest of oursis great indeed, for he has
offered up himself without spot unto God! Lo, on his great atar there
smokes to heaven no longer clouding incense or burning flesh, but the body
and soul of the appointed Substitute are offered up in sacrifice for men. We
have none of us a due conception of the grandeur of that vicarious
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offering, which at once and for ever made an end of sin. Think of it
carefully and in detail. Count it no light thing that he who was the Father’s
equal, that he who was pure and perfect in both natures, became a curse
for us, and was made sin for us, and presented himself as avictim to justice
on our behalf. Thisis awonder among wonders, as much exceeding
miracle as miracle exceeds the most common-place fact. It overtops the
highest Lips of thought, that he who was offended should expiate the
offense, he who was perfect should suffer punishment, he who was all
goodness should be made sin, and he who was all love should be forsaken
of the God of love. What merit and majesty are found in his glorious
oblation! Great isthe sin, but greater is the sacrifice. The atonement has
covered the guilt, and left amargin of abounding righteousness.

Beloved, what amercy it isfor usthat we have such a High-Priest, for if
you and | are burdened to-night with great transgression, there is great
pardons to be had — pardon so great that it actually annihilates the sin —
pardon so great that the sin is cast behind Jehovah's back, while the pardon
rings out perpetual notes of joy and peace in the soul.

“Histhe pardon, oursthe sin, —
Great the pardon great;
Great his good which healed our ill,
Great hislove which killed our hate.”

He shall be great indeed who has wrought us so great salvation.

And now, dear friends, you and I, being greatly pardoned through the great
sacrifice, are journeying through the wilderness toward Canaan, and we
have great wants and many, pressing upon us every day. We are poverty
itself, and only All-sufficiency can supply us, but that is found in Jesus. We
need great abundance of food: the heavenly bread lies around about the
camp, and each may fill his omen. We require rivers of living water: the
smitten rock yields us a ceaseless flood; the out-flow never ceases. We
have great demands, but Christ has great supplies. Between here and
heaven we shall have, perhaps, greater wants than we have yet known; but,
all along, every hating-place is ready, provender islaid up, good cheer is
stored, nothing has been overlooked. The commissariat of the Eternal is
absolutely perfect. Do you feel sometimes so thirsty for grace that like
Behemoth you could drink up Jordan at a draught? more than that river
could hold is given you. Drink abundantly, for Christ has prepared you a
bottomless sea of grace to fill you with all the fullness of God. Stint not
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yourselves, and doubt not your Savior: wherefore should you limit the
Holy One of Isragl? Be gresat in your experience of his all-sufficiency, and
great in your praises of his bounty, and then in heaven you shall pour at his
feet great treasures of gratitude for ever and ever.

Yes, and heisaChrist of great preparations. He is engaged before the
throne to-day in preparing a great heaven for his people; it will be made up
of great deliverance, great peace, great rest, great joy, great victory, great
discovery, great fellowship, great rapture, great glory. He is preparing for
his redeemed no little heaven, no starveling banquet, no narrow delight. He
isagreat Creator, and heis creating a great Paradise wherein a great
multitude shall be greatly happy for ever and ever. “He shall be great” —
great in the bliss of hisinnumerable elect. If we once get within the pearly
gates, and walk those golden streets, we are not ashamed to-night to vow
that he shall be great; we will make him glorious before his holy angels. If
praises can make him great, our praises shall ring out day and night at the
very loudest, and ten thousand times ten thousand of the glorified shal join
with usin perpetua hallelujahs to him who loved us before all worlds, and
will love us when all worlds shall cease to be. “He shall be great.” He must
be great. If weliveit shal be our business to sing like the Virgin, “My soul
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rgjoiced in God my Savior.”

I'11. I have cometo a close when | have said a few words upon the last
point, which isthis: His GREATNESS WILE SOON APPEAR. It now lies under
acloud to men’s blear eyes. They still belittle him with their vague and vain
thoughts; but it shall not always be so. It is midnight with his honor here
just now; or if it be not midnight, it is much the same, for men are stone
blind. But it will not be darkness long, nor shall human minds be blinded
for ever. My eyes foresee the dawning. Did you hear the clarion just now?
| dream not that ears of flesh can catch the sound as yet; but the ears of
faith can hear it. The trumpet rings out exceeding loud and long, and after
the trumpet there is heard this voice: “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh! Go
ye forth to meet him.” Hear ye not the shouts of armies, — "Lo, he
cometh! Lo, he cometh! Lo, he cometh!” Right gladly | hear the cry. Let
the world ring with the joy-note. He comes. That trumpet proclaims him. |
shall propound no order now as to how predicted events shall happen; but

| know this, that the Lord shall reign for ever and ever, King of kings, and
Lord of lords. Hallelujah! “He shall be great.” The nations shall bow at his
feet. Rebellious enemies shall own him as their King. The whole universe
shall be filled with the glory of God. There shall be left no space where this
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light shall not shine. “He shall be great.” To him “every knee shall bow,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

Fret not yourselves, brethren, because of the false doctrine which roams
through the world to-day. Worry not your hearts as though the Christ were
defeated. He is clad in shining armor, through which no dart of error can
ever pierce. He lingersfor alittle while upon the hills, surveying the battle-
field with eagle-eye. He leaves his poor servants to prove how weak they
are, as they amost turn their backs in the day of battle. He lets heaven and
earth see the weakness of an arm of flesh. But courage, brethren! The
Prince Emmanuel hastens! Y ou may hear his horse hoofs on the road. Heis
near to come. On white horses shall his chosen follow him, going forth
“conquering and to conquer,” for the battle isthe Lord’s, and he will
deliver the enemy into our hands. The Lord shall reign for ever and ever;
king of kings! Hallelujah! “He must reign, till he hath put al enemies under
his feet.”

The day is coming when the mighty progress of the gospel shall make
Christ to be great among men, and then you need not listen long to hear
that other trumpet which shall wake the deeping dead. The Risen One
descends. Resurrection is at hand! Oh, what greatness will be upon Christ
in that hour when all shall leave their graves, even the whole multitude of
the dain of death! He shall be glorious among them, the Firstfruits of the
resurrection, illustrious in those who rise by virtue of hisrising. Oh, what
honor will he have that day! Jesus, thou art he whom thy brethren shall
praise as they see thee victorious over death in al those quickened myriads.

Then shall come the Judgment; and oh, how great will Christ bein men’'s
eyesin that day when he sits upon the throne and holds the scales of
justice, and judges men for the deeds done in the body! | warrant you that
none will deny his Godhead in that day. None will proclaim themselves his
adversariesin that dread hour. The earth isreeling! The sky is crumbling!
The stars are falling! The sun is quenched! The moon is black as sackcloth
of hair! and Jesusis sitting on the throne! A cry is heard from all his
enemies. “Hide us, mountains. Rocks fall upon us. Hide us from his face.”
That face of his— calm, quiet, and triumphant, shall be terrible to them.
They will cry in horror, “Hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” But they cannot be hidden. Fly
whither they may, those eyes pursue them — those eyes of love more
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terrible than flames of wrath. Qil, though it be soft, yet burns full furiously;
and love on fireis hell. Fiercer than alion on his prey is love when once it
groweth angry for holiness' sake and truth’s sake. In that day those who
know his love shall admire him beyond measure; but those who know his
wrath shall equally feel that “heis great.” Though it be their hell to fed it,
yet shall they know that there is none so gresat as he, when he shall take the
iron rod, and dash them in pieces like a potter’ s vessel. Their cries of
remorse and despair, as they rise up to the throne of his awful majesty,
shall proclaim to an awe-struck universe that Jesus is great. “Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when hiswrath is kindled but
alittle. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”

He shdll be great, finaly, when he shall gather all his elect about him —
when all the souls redeemed by blood shall assemble within his palace-gate
to worship him. Oh, what asight it will be when he is seen as the center,
while, far away from north, south, east, and west, a blazing host of shining
ones, all gloriousin hisglory, shal in ever-widening circles surround his
person and his throne, all bowing down before the Son of God, and crying,
“Hallelujah!” asthey adore him! Not one will doubt him there, nor oppose
him there. Oh, what asight it shall be when chary one shall praise him to
the uttermost; when from every heart shall leap up reverent love, when
every tongue shall sound forth his honors, when there shall be no division,
no discord, no jarring notes; but countless armies shall as one man adore
the Lord whom they love! Again they say, “Halelujah!” and the incense of
their adoration goeth up for ever and ever. Oh, for that grandest of cries,
“Hallelujah! Hallelujah! the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, and his Sonis
exalted to sit with him upon the throne of his glory for ever and ever.”
Truly, he shall be great.

Oh, make him great to-night, poor sinner, by trusting him! Make him great
to-night, dear child of God, by longing for him. Make him great as you
come to the table by hungering after him. Count it a great privilege to eat
and drink with him with overflowing delight. Come faith a great hunger
and a great thirst after him, and take him into your very self, and say, “He
ismy bread: heismy drink: heis my life: heismy al.” All thewhile let
your spirit live by adoring, and let every pulse of your body best to his
honor. Tune your hand, your heart, your tongue to this one song,
“Hallelujah, halelujah, hallelujah! Unto him that loved us and died for us,
and rose again, be glory for ever and ever!”
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“To the Lamb that was slain all honor be paid,

Let crowns without number encircle his head:

Let blessing, and glory, and riches, and might,
Be ascribed evermore by angels of light.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON — Luke 1:5-80.

HYMNSFROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK — 387, 414.
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THELORD WITH TWO
OR THREE.

NO. 1761

A SERMON DELIVERED ON THURSDAY EVENING,
OCTOBER 4TH, 1883,

BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
theream | in the midst of them.” — Matthew 18:20.

WE have in the verses preceding the text a mention of the first church-
meeting of which | remember to have found mention in the New
Testament. The Savior declares of his assembled people, “Verily | say unto
you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

A few believers, gathered out of the world, have met in the name of the
Lord Jesus, to attend to the affairs of his household here below. It isacase
of discipline. A brother has trespassed against another brother. The
offended one has sought him out privately, and by personal expostulation
has endeavored to bring him to a better mind; but he has failed. He has
then taken with him two or three brethren of the church, and they have
together pleaded with the offender that he would do that which is right, but
he is obstinate: even in the presence of two or three witnesses he persistsin
his trespass, and refuses to be won over by kindly entreaty. It only remains
that they shall tell it to the church. The church is grieved; it hears the case
patiently, and waits upon God in prayer. It asks guidance, and, at last,
finding that thereis no help for it, removes the member of the body who is
not in true sympathy with the rest, and is acting asif he had not the life of
God in him. This being done, according to Christ’s rule— justly,
impartialy, lovingly, with prayer — that which is done by afew men and
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women assembled here below, is registered in the court above. What they
have bound on earth is bound in heaven. What they have loosed on earth is
also loosed in heaven. It is a happy privilege when they can loose the
bound one. When repentance is expressed, when the backdlider is restored,
when the church has reason to believe that the work of the Spiritistruly in
the heart of the offender, then the bond isloosed on earth, and it isalso
loosed in heaven. The meetings of God' s servants for the necessary
discipline of the church are not trifling meetings, but there is adivine
power in them, since what they do is done in the name of Jesus Christ their
Lord. Oh, that church-meetings were more generally looked at in this
solemn light!

Next, we are introduced to the prayer-meeting: in the nineteenth verse we
read, “Again | say unto you, that if to of you,” two of you, “shall agree on
earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
my Father which isin heaven.” It isavery little meeting, it could not be
smaller to be ameeting at al. There are only two there, but they are two
praying men, and two believers. They are two of the Lord’s own servants,
whose great concern is his kingdom; they are two earnest persons who
very greatly desire the prosperity of the church. They are two of kindred
spirit; agreeing in love to God and the truth, and they have talked over the
matter, and considered it, and they feel moved by the Spirit of God to unite
their supplications about one important subject. Will they meet together
and pray in vain? Asthey are only two, will not the meeting fail to count
with God? Assuredly not; the Lord Jesus Christ has aforehand |eft them
this gracious promise, that if they shall agree on earth touching anything
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of his Father whichisin
heaven: they are only two, but this suffices to secure them the promised
healing.

Perhaps the exact petition which they offer may not apparently be
answered. Remember that God often hears the prayer of our prayers, and
answers that rather than our prayers themselves; by which | mean, that
there is an inner soul within true prayer which is the quickening life of true
supplication. The body of prayer may die, but the soul of prayer lives and
abidesfor ever. If | am asked what my inmost heart prays for, | should
reply, The heart of my prayer is— "The will of the Lord be done.” Is not
this the essence, quintessence, and extract of the prayer by which our
Savior taught us how to pray? He bade us say, “Thy will be done in earth
asitisin heaven.” Is not thisthe finale of his own prayers, the entreaty of
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his passion, his deepest and yet his highest pleading, “Nevertheless, not as|
will, but as thou wilt”? Now we want the will of the Lord to be done: we
do not desire it to remain as a secret decree, but actualy to be fulfilled, and
itisours, asit were, with the finger of prayer, to turn the folded leaves one
by one, and exhibit them to the light of fact, so that the purpose of God
may become an accomplished thing in answer to the prayer of his people.
Mean we anything more than this by our prayers? | think that, when well
instructed, thisis neither more nor less than what we intend, and if it be
really so, and we come together, delighting ourselvesin the Lord, he will
most certainly give us the desire of our hearts. When we come together
with our wills sanctified into the likeness of the divine will, then our prayer
succeeds, till it becomes no presumption even if we dare to say with Luther
in one of hisbold prayers, “Oh, my Lord, let my will be done thistime!”
He ventured to speak thus because he felt sure that his will must bein
accordance with the divine will. Only there do you stand on solid ground;
only there may you plead without any reserve for special blessings.

The prayer-meeting is not a farce, no waste of time, no mere pious
amusement. Some in these times think so, but such shal be lightly
esteemed. Surely they know not the omnipotence that lies in the pleas of
God's people. The Lord has taken the keys of hisroyal treasury, and put
them into the hand of faith. He has taken his sword from the scabbard, and
given it into the hand of the man mighty in prayer. He seems at times to
have placed his sovereign scepter in the hand of prayer. “Ask me
concerning things to come: concerning my sons, command ye me.” He
permits us to speak with such boldness and daring that we overcome
heaven by prayer, and dare to say to the covenant angdl, “I will not let thee
go except thou blessme.” If one Jacob can prevail over awrestling angel,
what can two do? What a victory would come to two who joined in the
same wrestling! “One of you shall chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight.” There is an accumulated power in united supplication:
two do not only double the force, but multiply it tenfold. How soon the
gate of mercy opens when two are knocking! God grant to each one of us
apraying partner; when John pulls the oar of prayer let Jamesjoin himin
the hearty tug. Better still, may we always believe in our Father’ s presence
at our prayer-meetings, so that we may find the words of Jesus true when
he says, “It shall be done for them of my Father which isin heaven.”

Now, thirdly, we come to a promise which includes every meeting of any
sort or kind which isfor Christ’s glory. So long asit is a sacred meeting of
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saintly men and women for the purposes of devotion or service — for the
purposes of prayer or praise, or whatever else may be most suitable for the
occasion, here is the promise for them — ”For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” This
sanctions the church-meeting, this prospers the prayer-meeting.
Overshadowing every gracious assembly of the chosen we see the great
Shepherd of the sheep, who here expressy says, “Where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

Now, first, we shall mention with regard to these meetings, matters not
essential; then, secondly, we shall carefully mention a matter most
essential; and, thirdly, we shall dwell upon an assurance most
encouraging.

|. First, let us speak of MATTERS NOT ESSENTIAL.

At the outset, we know that numbers are not essential, for “where two or
three are gathered together in my name, theream 1.” It is very important in
alarge church that there should be large gatherings for prayer, for it would
be an evidence of a dighting of the ordinance of united supplication if afair
proportion of the members did not come together for that holy and blessed
exercise. But, still, where that cannot be — where the church itself is small
— where, for divers reasons which we need not here recapitulate, it is not
possible for many to gather together — it is a very encouraging
circumstance that numbers are not essential to successin prayer. “Where
two or three are gathered together.” The number is mentioned, | suppose,
because that is about the smallest number that could make a congregation.
We can hardly call it a congregation where the minister has to say, “Dearly
beloved Roger, the Scripture moveth us in divers places,” as we have heard
was once done by a clergyman: truly it was an assembly of two, and so was
within the number, and under the circumstances might find the Lord
present. But two out of alarge church would have been a wretched sign of
decline. If two were all that met out of a great church it would be a sadly
little company, and the blessing might be withheld. Two or three are
mentioned, not to encourage absence, but to cheer the faithful few who do
not forget the assembling of themselves together, as the manner of someis.

Still, the number has this advantage, that it is the readiest congregation to
be gathered. It is not difficult to make up two or three. A husband and
wife: there are two. A husband and wife and a child: there are three. Or
there may be two unmarried sisters, or awidow and child: two can be
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easily made up. Where there are no children, there may be a husband and a
wife and a servant: and these are three. Where there is no wife, perhaps
there are two brothers, or a brother and a sister, or perhaps three sisters,
and where there is no relation, but a man lives aone, it is not impossible,
surely, in the most deserted region for him to find one other or two others
with whom he can meet. It is avery handy congregation, because it can
meet in a bedroom; it can meet in akitchen; it can meet in acloset: it can
meet anywhere, for it isso small. It is aso easily hidden away; in
persecuting times two or three could get together in a corner, acave, a
cellar, or agarret. For the matter of that, two or three may bein prison
together, and they can pray in one narrow cell; or they can do what
Latimer and Ridley did when they stood back to back at the stake, and
lifted up their hearts as one man. That was brave praying, when the two
bishops stood to burn with devotion as well as to burn with fire for Christ's
sake. | am sure that Jesus was in the midst of them when they met upon the
faggots. Two people may meet in the street or in the field; they can get
together in the corner of an omnibus or atrain, and unite their
supplications.

Two or three make a congregation which is among the small things, but
who shall dare despise what God has blessed? | commend to you the
frequent practice of praying by twos and threes. There was a minister who
had alittle society which he called the “ Aaron and Hur Society.” It
consisted of two — one to hold up his right hand, and one to hold up his
left, while, like Moses, he was on the mount pleading for Israel. We want
thisinstitution multiplied to any extent. We want the twos and threes as
well as the one separately praying, and then ablessing will come. But
numbers are not important at al; we need say no more about them except
this, — | like to note that the text putsit “two or three,” for, as one
remarks, that is much better than “three or two.” For if “three or two” are
gathered together, they are getting smaller; but if it be “two or three,” they
are evidently upon the increase. If they have only increased from two to
three, they have advanced fifty per cent., and that is something. If this
congregation were to do that, where should we all be able to meet on the
Sabbath? On week nights | would encourage you to try to increase till we
fill the upper gallery aswell asthe rest of the building. “Two or three.” It is
agrowing congregation: but still numbers are not essential to good speed

in prayer.
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Next, the rank of the peopleis not important. Does it say, “Where two or
three ministers are gathered together in my name”? By no means. Ministers
may expect the Lord to be in the midst of them, but they have no special
promise as ministers: they must come before the Lord as plain believers.
The “two or three” may be unable to utter aword by way of teaching the
great congregation, but thisis not mentioned in the promise. Does it say,
“Where two or three instructed Christians, advanced in experience, are met
together”? No, there is no such limit expressed or implied. In the matter of
prayer no specia boon is set apart for those who are eminent in grace. We
do not read, “Where two or three full-grown believers are met;” much less
does it say, “Where two or three rich people are met together.” No
distinction is made. If they are the people of God, and if they are the little
ones whom the Lord has been describing, humble and lowly in spirit, where
two or three of such are met together in the Redeemer’s name “there,” says
Jesus, “am | in the midst of them.” It may be that a poor man and his wife
are praying together before retiring for the night. The Lord; isthere. A
couple of servants unite their supplications in the kitchen. The Lord is
there. Two or three little boys have come out of school, and they love the
Lord, and so they have met in a corner to pray. The Lord is there. Do you
remember how Luther was encouraged while he, and Melancthon too,
were down in the dumps about the Lord’ s work? They were dreadfully
downcast, but as Luther passed by aroom, he heard the voices of children
and he stopped. Some women, the wives of good men, had gathered with a
few holy children, and they were praying the Lord to let the gospel spread
in the teeth of the Pope and al his friends from below. Luther went back
and said, “It isal right. The children are praying to God. The Lord will
hear them. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings hath he ordained
strength.” So you see in the promise of the divine presence there is nothing
said about numbers, and nothing about rank.

Neither isaword said as to place, except that it says “Where two or
three.” “Where" means anywhere. In any place where two or three are met
together in Christ’s name there is he. Not in the cathedral only, but in the
barn, not in the tabernacle only, but in the field. “Where” means
everywhere. In the loneliest place, in the far-away forest, in an upper room,
or on board ship, or in an hospital.
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“Jesus, wherever thy people mest,
There they behold thy mercy-seat:
Wher€ er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every placeis hallowed ground;
“For thou within no walls confined,

I nhabitest the humble mind;

Such ever brine thee where they come,
And going, take thee to their home.”

Anywhere Christ will be with you when you are with him in prayer. Have
you never read how the Covenanters, when the times of peace came on,
and they could worship in the kirk, yet, nevertheless, often looked back
with sadness to the glorious days they had in the mosses and on the bleak
hill-sides when they were hunted by Claverhouse' s dragoons, and the Lord
covered them with the skirts of his garments? See the preacher reading his
text by the lightning flash, and hear his voice sounding afterwards amid the
thick darkness! The saints who had gathered together to hear the word of
God had an overpowering sense of his presence which nothing could excel.
Anywhere we may meet for prayer and expect Jesus to be in the midst of
us. The place is not essential even in the lowest degree. When | see people
running out every morning to church, it savours of a superstition which
ought to have died out long ago. When you look into the church you will
find no great number assembled; generally the rector and one or two of the
family make up the company. But if the whole parish came trooping out to
church, | should say that they had better stay at home and pray with their
families. Family prayer is a better intitution than the tinkling of a bell every
morning, and the collecting of people in a church. Have a bell of your own,
and be your own priest, and open your Bible, and pray yourself with your
children, and that will be a more acceptable sacrifice than if you plod in
your superstition half-a-mile to a so-called sacred place to enjoy the voice
of a supposed priestly man. Dedicate your parlour; consecrate your sitting-
room; make your kitchen into a church for God: for there is no sacredness
in bricks, and mortar, and stone, and stained glass. The outside of a church
isas holy astheinside. Far ought such an age as thisto be from the
revolting superstition which makes the houses of the godly to be common
and unclean in order to magnify the parish church. May we get back to the
smplicity of Christ! “Neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, shall
men worship the Father.” The time is coming, yeaand now is, when in
every place God seeketh spiritual worshippers who worship him in spirit
and in truth.
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And will you please to notice this, that as numbers and rank and place are
all non-essentials, so adso isthe time? There may be — there ought to be to
us from holy habit — an hour of prayer. But though that be especially and
rightly the hour of prayer — for he that has no appointed time for prayer
may probably forget to pray — yet still that pious custom must never
degenerate into superstition as though heaven’ s gate were opened at a
certain quarter of an hour, and shut during all the rest of the day. Meet
whenever you please, no time will be unseasonable. All hours are good,
from twelve o’ clock at night to twelve o' clock the next night, and so
onward. The hour of prayer isthe hour of need, the hour of opportunity,
the hour of desire, the hour when you can come together. Let every hour,
according as occasion permits you, become the hour of prayer. | have
heard it said sometimes in the country, “Well, we cannot get our people
together for a prayer-meeting because they are busy at the harvest.” If the
preacher were to get up at four o’ clock in the morning, and hold a meeting
for prayer out in the field itself while yet the dew is on the grass, would it
not be a capital thing for him and for his flock? Suppose the people cannot
cometo pray at six 0’ clock in the evening, make it seven, make it eight,
make it nine, make it ten. Perhaps the young folks had better be in bed at
so late an hour, and there may thus be legitimate objections to some hours
for public gatherings; but yet twos and threes may sit up as late as they like
to pray, and no policeman will come round and tell them to go to bed. Our
rulers do not ring the curfew now. The Lord our God doth neither slumber
nor sleep; heis ever waiting to be gracious.

And, once more, there is nothing said here about the form which the
meeting is to take. “Where two or three are met together in my name, there
am | in the midst of them.” “They are going to break bread together.” Very
well, they are quite at liberty to do so, and if they have met in the Lord’s
name, he will be in the midst of them. “But they are going to hear a
sermon.” All right: so they may. Preaching is an ordinance of God, and he
will be in the midst of them. “But they are neither going to hold the
communion, nor to hear a sermon; they are going to pray.” Quite right: the
Lord will bein their midst. “But they are not going to pray, that is to say,
vocally; they are going to read a chapter, and sit and think of it.” Quite
right: the Lord will be in the midst of them. “But they are not even going
to read, or sing, or pray vocally: they are going to sit still.” The Lord will
be in the midst of them if they meet in the name of Jesus. “Where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”
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Do not be the dupes of those who say, “This one particular form of service
isthe only one.” Christ has not put it so. And we will not be brought into
any bondage by those who call themselves “Brethren,” and are the most
unbrotherly brothers that ever lived. They tell us that we are al wrong: we
cannot expect to have the Lord with us. To answer these is not difficult.
Dear brothers, we are not at all grieved by your talking as you do, for we
know you are wrong, since we have the Lord with us. It does not matter at
all to uswhat you say so long as we enjoy his company, and see the
prosperity which he gives to us. So long as we do not quarrel with one
another once every few years, we are not anxious to follow you in your
methods, which areillustrated by your bitter feuds. Aslong as we do not
split up into the most miserable sections of sectarians that ever disgraced
the name of Christ, we shall not be greatly wounded by any remarks which
you have to make. Condemn and welcome, for your condemnations are
mere wind. May your objurgations be blessed to us, and may they ease
your minds, also, by relieving your minds of alittle of your bitterness. We
believe that any form which true worship takes is aform which the Lord
Jesus Christ not only tolerates but sanctions, if his Spirit be there. But if
you meet without that Spirit of God, even though you should think
yoursalves infallibly correct in the form which your meeting assumes, that
form will be of very little use to you. | bless God for the grand liberty of
worship which is given here. | bless God that he has not laid down this
regulation and that, but has |eft his people to his own free Spirit. “Where
the Spirit of the Lord is, thereisliberty.” “Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

So much on non-essentials.

|'1. But now, secondly, thereis A MATTER WHICH |SMOST ESSENTIAL,
and that is, that they should be gathered in Christ’s name. Does not this
mean that the gathering must be that of Christians met together as
Christians to have fellowship with Jesus Christ and so with one another?
Doesit not mean that they must be met together in obedience to hiswill as
they understand it to carry out hiswill asthey find it in the New
Testament, and as the Spirit of God opens up that New Testament to
them? Does it not also mean that they must be met together distinctly for
the Lord’ s purposes? — to honor Christ, to bring glory to his to worship
him? They must be met together not to akind of mystic, invisible,
unknown Christ, but in his name, for Christ has a name — a distinct
personality, a character, and that must be known, loved, and honored; or
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else we have not met in his name. Are we not to meet because he bids us
meet, and because we have his authority for meeting, his authority for
breaking bread, his authority for baptism, his authority for prayer, his
authority for praise, his authority for the ministry of the word, his authority
for reading the Scriptures, his authority for mutual edification, or whatever
form of worship seems most suitable? We meet not to carry out our own
devices, but to carry out that which is appointed us by our Lord himself.

And does not this gathering into his name mean that we are, first, to be
known by his name, and then to get close to one another by drawing more
and more near to him? The way to be gathered together is to be gathered
by him and to him. If all pressto the center, they all pressto one another. If
each man’s aim be personal fellowship with Christ, personal knowledge of
Christ, personal trust in Christ, personal adoration of Christ, personal
service to Christ, and the getting of a personal likeness to Christ, then we
are all coming together. While our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son, Jesus Christ, we aso have fellowship with all the saints. This
should be the great object of all our gatherings, to be brought more fully
into Christ; and al of us must meanwhile believe that Jesusisin the midst
and we must come together unto him. Y ou do not meet to-night to listen
to a certain preacher, but because through that preacher you have been
helped to get nearer to the Lord Jesus Christ, and, therefore, you are glad
to hear his voice, and glad to worship God with those friends with whom
you have fellowship in Christ. You do well to come where you have found
Christ before: and you do well to stay away from any gathering wherein
you have not found Christ. Some, as they go out of the place where they
usualy worship, are sadly compelled to cry, “ They have taken away my
Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.” Do not go where Jesusis
not present; and if distinctly you are obliged to say, “I have heard sermon
after sermon almost without mention of his name; | have gone for months
together, and | have not had a sweet thought of heavenly fellowship arising
out of the service;” then do not go there again. Do not go to any church or
meeting-house merely because you have been in the habit of going. If your
father used to live in Islington, but has now removed, you do not think it
needful to go and call at his empty house: do you? Go where the Lord has
met with you, and where you may expect that he will meet with you again.
Sabbaths are too precious to be thrown away by sitting still to be starved.
Even a cow does not care to be tied up in an empty stall, and a horse does
not run to an empty manger. Seek the Lord Jesus, and do not rest till you
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find him. We must gather into his name and get closer and closer to it, or
else the Lord’ s day will run to waste, and barrenness will devour our souls.

I'1l. Now, asusual, | have taken up too much time with these first two
heads, for the last is the most important, and that is, AN ASSURANCE MOST
ENCOURAGING — “Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am | in the midst of them.”

First then, very briefly, how is the Lord Jesus there? Notice the exact
words. Catch the gracious sense. He does not say, “I will be there,” but he
does say, “| amthere.” Heisthefirst at the gathering; “Where two or three
are gathered together in my name, theream I.” Not “I will be,” though that
istrue; but he putsit in amore divine fashion, — "Theream |.” Jesus is
there already before another arrives. He isthe first in the congregation, the
first comer in the assembly, and they come gathering to him. He is the
center, and they cometo him. “Theream 1.”

How is he there? Aswe, his people, meet, he isthere, because heisin
every one of them. It is a blessed thing to see Christ in his people. Did you
ever try to do that? | know some who try to see the old man in Christ’s
people. It does not take them long to see the body of sin and death, and it
is not arefreshing sight when they do seeit. But oh, to see Christin his
people — what a charming sight it isl And | think, with regard to every
child of God that | know, that | can see alittle more of Christ in him than |
can seein myself. | cultivate the practice of endeavoring to seemy Lord in
all hispeople, for heisthere, and it isirreverent not to honor him. Heis
with them, and is in them; why should we doubt it? That is something
worth remembering. If so many temples of the Holy Ghost come together,
why, surely, the Holy Ghost himself is there, and the place whereon they
stand is holy ground. Jesusis in their thoughts, in their objects, in their
desires; ay, and in their groans, in their sorrows, in their spirits, in their
inmost souls. Where two or three are gathered together in his name, there
is hein the midst of them.

And, next, heiswith usin his Word. When the Book is opened, it is not
mere words, it isthe living and “incorruptible seed which liveth and abideth
for ever”; and the Christ isin it asthe immortal life, the secret life-germin
every seed that we sow. Christ isthe way, if we teach men the road to
heaven. Christ is the truth, if we preach the doctrines of grace. Christ is the
life, if we enjoy and feed upon his precious name. Where hisWord is



60

preached, there heis; for it shall not return to him void, but it shall prosper
in the thing whereto he has sent it.

Christ isin his ordinances. He has not dissociated himself from baptism,
which is the blessed symbol in which his desth, burial, and resurrection are
clearly set forth. He has not separated himself from that other ordinance, in
which we behold his passion and see the way in which we become
partakers of it, by feeding upon his body and his blood. He has promised to
be with us even to the end of the world in the keeping up of those divine
memorials of hisincarnation and atonement, his life and his death.

And then the Lord Jesus Christ is with the assembly by his Spirit. The
Spirit is his representative, whom he has sent as the Comforter to abide
with us for ever. Y ou must have felt him sometimes convincing you of sin,
humbling you, and bowing you down; then cheering you, comforting you,
enlightening you, guiding you, relieving you, sustaining you, sanctifying
you. Oh, what light he brings! What life he brings! What love he brings!
What joy he brings! When the Spirit of God is in the midst of God’ s people
what merry days they have! What days of heaven upon earth!

Does not this fact that Christ is among his people show us that he must be
divine? How can he be everywhere in al the assemblies of his people unless
he is the omnipresent God? There may be professing Christians who fed a
kind of fellowship with Socinians, but | have none. | will not call them
Unitarians, for | am astruly a Unitarian myself as any of them can be. | no
more believe in three Gods than | believe in thirty gods. There is but one
God to me, and therefore | am in that sense a Unitarian, and Socinians
have no right to the name merely because they deny the Godhead of our
Lord Jesus. We believe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be one God; but
Jesus Christ is God, and whosoever casts that truth away casts away
eternal life. How can he enter into heaven if he does not know Christ as the
everlasting Son of the Father? He must be God, since he has promised to
be in ten thousand places at one time, and no mere man could do that.

Next, whereisthe Lord in the assembly? He has promised to be with his
people; but whereis he? “There am | in the midst of them.” Not up in the
corner, but here in the midst of them isthe Lord. He is the center to which
all saints gather. He isthe sun in the heavenslighting all. Heisthe heart in
the midst of the body giving life to all the members. “In the midst of then.”
Is not the: delightful? The Lord Jesus Christ does not come into the
assembly of his people to bless the minister only. No, you are al equally
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near in proportion to the grace of nearness you have received. Heisin the
midst of you, in the center of all hearts. Like the center of awhesl, from
which all the spokes radiate, Jesus Christ is the middle of the company.
Armies place the king or some great genera in the heart of the host, in the
place of honor and command; so, as our army marches to battle, our King
isin the center. The King isin the midst of the saintsin all his glory, and
his presence is their strength and their assurance of victory. Glory be to our
present Lord: heisin the midst of us now.

And if he bein the midst of his people, what will he do? Why, heisthereto
sanction every little gathering of his people — to say to the twos and
threes, “Y ou are not Dissenters, for you have met with me. Y ou are not
Nonconformists: you are conformed to me, and | am one with you. You
are the Established Church — you two or three. | have established you in
my everlasting love; those that meet in my name | have established them
and | have endowed them; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
them. | sanction your assembliesif you are my people.” He is there to bless
those who supplicate and adore. But, mark you, the text does not say this
in so many words; and do not you say it, brother, next time you pray. Did |
not hear you say, “Lord, thou hast said, ‘ Where two or three are met
together in my name, there am | in the midst of them, and that to bless
them, and do them good' “? That last little bit is your own. That addition is
not in the Bible, for it is not the Lord’ s way to say what never need be said.
What other blessing do we want than Christ in the midst of us? If heis
there, the blessing is not what he gives: but he himself isthe blessing. It is
not what he does: it is himself. It is not even what he says: it is himself.

Oh, blessed be his name for what he gives, and blessed be his name for
what he does, and blessed be his name for what he says: but still more
blessed be his name because he himself loved us, and gave himself for us,
and now comes himself into the midst of his people.

Now, dear friends, if Christ himself be in the midst of his people, he will
bring us peace, just as he did when he dropped into the assembly of the
eleven, the doors being shut. He stood and said, “Peace be unto you!” and
when he had said that he showed them his hands and his side. It was
himself, his own peace, and his own person which made his disciples glad.
Then he said, “As my Father hath sent me, even so send | you.” Thiswas
his own commission from his own lipsto his own servants, and baying said
this, he breathed on them and said. “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Thus his
own breath and his own Spirit coming upon them made them strong for



62

service, and that is what he means when he says, “I am in the midst or
then.”

Does not this make our meetings delightful — Christ in the midst of us?
Does not this make our meetings important? How one ought to strain a
point to be there! If we have met with Christ aforetime we shall not bear to
be away. We shall long to meet him again, and count it agreat denia if we
must be absent. Does not this make our meetings influential? The
gatherings of God's people are centres of influence. When the gathering
contains but two or three, if Christ is there, the eternal power and Godhead
are present; and out of this Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.
Where even two or three are met together, and he isin the midst of them,
“there breaks he the arrows of the bow, the sword, and the shield, and the
battle.” He will make his power known, and the glory of his grace shall go
forth out of those little companies even to the ends of the earth:

“Where two or three, with sweet accord,
Obedient to their sovereign Lord,
Meet to recount his acts of grace,

And offer solemn prayer and praise:
“‘There,’ saysthe Savior, ‘will | be,
Amid this little company:

To them unveil my smiling face,

And shed my glories round the place.””

“Oh, but,” say you, “the pulpit is the great power of God, isit not?’ |
answe, it is so because of the prayers of God’s people. One may speak,
but what of that, unless the rest shall pray? Preaching is God' s ordinance
— his battle-axe and weapons of war; but, as far asthe churchis
concerned, the arm that wields these weapons must be the prayer of the
whole body of the faithful — the gathering together of the saintsin the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. “Wherefore, forsake not the assembling of
yourselves together, as the manner of someis,” but come ye together as
often as ye have opportunity, not neglecting other duties, but balancing
them one with the other. He says, “ Seek ye my face.” Let your cry be,
“Thy face, Lord, will we seek.” When Sir Thomas Abney was Lord Mayor
of London, in the middle of the banquet which takes place on the first
night, he disappeared for a quarter-of-an-hour, and when he came back, he
said to the friends around him that he had been keeping a particular
engagement with amost intimate friend, and so he had retired for awhile.
That appointment was to have family prayer with his household in the
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Mansion House, and that gathering for prayer he would not have given up
on any account whatever. Say to all other things, “Y ou must stand back, |
have a particular appointment; | must meet the Lord Jesus Christ with two
or three of his people. He says that he will be there, and | should not like
him to say, ‘Whereis my servant? Where is my son? Whereis my
daughter? Are they absent when | am here?”

It is such ablessing to get to know the Lord Jesus personally. | heard the
other day of afamousinfidel, an agnostic, — that is, an ignoramus, a
person who knows nothing, — and he went to a certain house to meet an
elderly lady of considerable literary renown. He was told that she believed
in the Word of God, and was a faithful follower of the Lord Jesus, so he
thought that he would have a word with her before he went away.
“Madam,” said he, “I have been astonished to hear one thing of you. | hear
that you believe in the Bible.” “Yes, sir,” she said, “every word of it.” “And
pray, Madam,” he said, “however came you to believe in that book?’ She
replied, “One of the principal reasonsthat | have for believing in the Book
isthat | am intimately acquainted with the Author of it.” That was a
blessed answer. Faith gets to know Christ; and so, knowing Christ, and
meeting him in the midst of his people, it becomes armed against dl
unbelief, and goes forth in its panoply conquering and to conquer. So will
it be with you, beloved, if you meet the Well-beloved aone in your closets,
and if you add to this a frequent attendance at the holy assembly. | pray
you, do not let us have to complain that one of you is avay. Come always.
My heart will rgjoiceif our meetings are filled with men and women who
there seek communion with Jesus. Come, for Jesus is with us. Come, for it
would be most unseemly for him to be here and you away. | pray you
come, and make this house like heaven, which is thronged with shining
ones who rejoice because Jesusisin their midst. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON — Matthew 18.

EYESFROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK” — 168, 988, 785.
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HIGH DOCTRINE AND BROAD
DOCTRINE

NO. 1762

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT EXETER-HALL.

“ All that the Father giveth me shall come to me,
and him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” — John 6:37.

THESE two sentences have been looked upon as representing two sides of
Christian doctrine. They enable usto see it from two stand-points — the
Godward and the manward. The first sentence contains what some call
high doctrine. If by “high” they mean “glorious towards God,” | fully agree
with them; for it is a grand, God-honoring truth which our Lord Jesus
declares in these words, — " All that the Father giveth, me shall come to
me.” Some have styled this side of truth Calvinistic, but whileit istrue that
Calvin taught it, so also did Augustine, and Paul, and our Lord himself,
whose words these are. However, | will not quarrel with those who seein
this sentence a statement of the great truth of predestinating grace. The
second sentence sets forth blessed, encouraging, evangelical doctrine, and
isin effect a promise and an invitation, — "Him that cometh to me | will
an no wise cast out.” Thisis a statement without limitation of any kind: it
has been thought to leave the free grace of God open to the free will of
man, so that whosoever pleases my come and may be sure that he still not
be refused. We have no permission to pare down either sentence, nor is
there the slightest need to do so. The first sentence appears to me to say
that God has chosen a people, and has given these people to Christ, and
these people must and shall come to Christ, and so shall be saved. The
second truth declares that every man who comes to Christ shall be saved,
since he shall not be cast out, and that implies that he shall be received and
accepted. These are two great truths; let us carry them both with us, and
they will balance each other.
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| was once asked to reconcile these two statements, and | answered, “No, |
never reconcile friends.” These two passages never fell out: they are
perfectly agreed. It isfolly to imagine a difference, and then set about
removing it. It is like making a man of straw, and then going out to fight
with it. The grand declaration of the purpose of God that he will save his
own is quite consistent with the widest declaration that whosoever will
come to Christ shall be saved. The pity isthat it ever should be thought to
hold both truths; or that, supposing there is a difficulty, we should have
thought it our duty to remove it. Believe me, my dear hearers, the business
of removing religious difficultiesis the least remunerative labor under
heaven. The truest way is to accept the difficulty wherever you find it in
God’sword, and to exercise your faith upon it. It is unreasonable to
suppose that faith is to be exempted from trials; all the other graces are
exercised, and why should not faith be put to the test? | often feel ajoy
within my spirit in having to believe what | cannot understand; and
sometimes when | have to say to myself, “How can it be?’ | find ajoy in
replying that it is so written, and therefore it must be so. Instead of all
reasoning stands the utterance of God. Our Father speaks, and doubts are
slenced: his Spirit writes, and we believe. | feel great pleasurein gliding
down the river of revelation, upon avoyage of discovery, and hour by hour
obtaining fresh knowledge of divine truth; but where | come to an end of
progress, and see my way blocked up by a sublimely awful difficulty, | find
equal pleasure in casting anchor under the lee of the obstacle, and waiting
till the pilot tells me what next to do. When we cannot go through atruth,
we may be led over it, or round it, and what matters? Our highest benefit
comes not of answering riddles, but of obeying commands by the power of
love. Suppose we can see no further into the subject — what then? Shall
we trouble about that? Must there not be an end of human knowledge
somewhere? May we not be perfectly satisfied for God to appoint the
boundary of understanding? Let us not therefore run our heads against
difficulties of our own invention, and certainly not against those which God
has seen fit to leave for us.

Take, then, these two truths, and know that they are equally precious
portions of one harmonious whole. Let us not quibble over them, or
indulge a foolish favouritism for one and a prejudice against the other; but
let us receive both with a candid, large-hearted love of truth, such as
children of God should exhibit. We are not called upon to explain, but to
accept. Let us believe if we cannot reconcile. Here are two jewels, let us
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wear them both. As surely asthis Book is true, God has a people whom he
has chosen, and whom Christ has redeemed from among men; and these
must and shall by sovereign grace be brought in due time to repentance and
faith, for not one of them shall ever perish. But yet isit equally true, that
whosoever among the sons of men shall come and put histrust in Christ
shall receive eternal life. “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life
fredy.”

“None are excluded hence but those
Who do themselves exclude.
Welcome the learned and polite,
Theignorant and rude.”

The two truths of my text are by no means inconsistent the one with the
other: they are perfectly agreed. Happy is the man who can believe them
both, whether he sees their agreement or does not see it.

| was cruising one day in the western Highlands. It had been a splendid
day, and the glorious scenery had made our journey like an excursion to
Fairy Land; but it came to an end, for darkness and night asserted their
primeval sovereignty. Right ahead was a vast headland of theisle of Arran.
How it frowned against the evening sky! The mighty rock seemed to
overhang the sea. Just at its base was a little bay, and into this we steamed,
and there we lay at anchorage all night, safe from every wind that might
happen to be seeking out its prey. In that calm loch we seemed to lie in the
mountain’s lap while its broad shoulders screened us from the wind. Now,
the first part of my text, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me,”
rises like a huge headland high into the heavens. Who shall scale its height?
Upon some it seems to frown darkly. But here at the bottom lies the placid,
glassy late of infinite love and mercy: “Him that cometh to me | will in no
wise cast out.” Steam into it, and be safe under the shadow of the great
rock. You will be the better for the mountain-truth as your barque snugly
reposes within the glittering waters at its foot; while you may thank God
that the text is not all mountain to repel you, you will be grateful that there
is enough of it to secure you.

First, | shall bid you view that goodly mountain, and then we shall sail into
that pleasant loch.

| . Consider, then, with reverential joy THE ETERNAL PURPOSE. Our Lord
Jesus Christ, when he found that the mass of the people rejected him,
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turned round upon them, and said, “Y e believe not, because ye are not of
my sheep.” He knew in his own heart, however, that if they refused him all
would not do so: a number would assuredly believe on him. Therefore he
boldly said, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me.” He threw this
grand fact in the teeth of hisfierce revilers. It was his own comfort, and
their rebuke. Now, | do not want to throw it at anybody to-night, on the
contrary, | desire to use it as a beckoning finger to any troubled heart that
longs to come to Jesus and be saved.

| saw the other day, round a gentleman’s park, a very strong and lofty
palisade, and to recomplete the exclusive apparatus a superabundant
number of tenter-hooks were nailed upon the top of the fence, and aliberal
quantity half-way up. | somewhat jocosely observed upon the kindness of
the proprietor, in placing so many nails for the boys to climb up by, and so
many more for them to hold on by when once they were up. “Why,” said
my companion, “those tenter-hooks would tear fingers and clothes to
pieces, they are no help to climbers.” “No,” | replied, “No more help to
climbers than the remarks which your minister made upon the sovereignty
of God could be considered to be no help to seekers of the Lord Jesus.”
The good man set forth the truth in the most, awkward and pernicious
manner possible; not making thereof steps for earnest climbers, but tenter-
hooks for unwelcome intruders. | never yet saw such a crowd desirous of
salvation that there was the dlightest call for fences and tenter-hooks to
keep them out: but | do see so many tremblers needing encouragement,
and so many doubters needing instruction, that | delight to turn every
word, and promise, and doctrine of the Lord into sweet invitationsto al
around me to come and welcome to the great heart of the Crucified. | am
not afraid that too many will come, my fears are all in the opposite
direction. Oh, that | could hope that all my present hearers would come to
Jesus at once!

First notice, carefully, that if all that the Father giveth to Christ shall come
to him, then some people shall most surely come to Christ; and why should
not you be among them? This seems to me to be a sweet suggestion for the
help of despondency when sheis at her worst: some must come to Christ,
why should not | come? When the devil saysto you, “Y ou cannot come to
Christ,” and you yourself feel asif you could not come; when sin hampers
you, when doubt drags thou down, when you cannot do what you want to
do — till it is decreed and determined that some people must come, then
why not you? By divine decree they shall come; why should not you be
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among them? Does not that help you? If God blesses it, you will not longer
sit on the borders of despair. Suppose there is a plague in the city, but
there are some people predestinated to be healed. | should be glad to know
of that fact. | should be amost glad of it if it was sure that | was not one of
the favored ones, for | rgjoice in the good of others: but | should be still
more glad to press to the physician with this assurance upon my mind —
Some must be healed: why should not I? There isafamine in the land. |
hear that it is revealed by a sure prophet that a certain number never shall
die of famine. Then why should not | outlive the dreadful days and be
among them? Why not? | hear one say, “ Suppose | am not one of God's
elect.” To him | answer, “Suppose you are.” Better still, suppose that you
leave off supposing atogether, and just go to Jesus Christ and see. To go
to him is your wisdom; your immediate business, as laid down in his Word,
therefore, delay not. Instead of shutting myself out, as some do, because it
iswritten, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me’: | shut myself
in, and say, “Then | will be among them.” Why should | not? Oh, Lord, if
thou hast ordained that some shall come, then | see that to them no
difficulties can be insuperable, and | will therefore come to thee myself, and
in thy name enter in where every coming one is welcome.

In the next place | find that those that come to Christ, according to this
text, come because of the Father and the Son. Read it. “ All that the Father
giveth me shall cometo me.” That is, they come to Jesus. Why isit that
they are made to come? Because the Father has given them to Christ. Why
isit that they shall come? Isit because there is some good thing in them?
No, there is nothing said upon that point either one way or the other. Isit
because they have strong wills and firm determinations, and therefore
come? The Scripture is equally silent upon that point, except that it says
elsawhere that the New Birth is not of the will of man. The reason that is
given why they shall come to Jesus is because something was done for
them by the Father and by the Son. Why, then, should not | come?
Suppose | am weak: suppose | am sinful: suppose | am seven times more
sinful than anybody else; yet since this “shall come” depends not on the
character of those to whom the promise is made, but upon a certain
something done for them by the Father and the Son, why should not | be
among those for whom the Father and the Son have done this certain thing,
and why should not | therefore be made to come to Jesus? There never was
asoul that really wanted to come to Jesus but what it could come and did
come. There never was a pining, longing sinner that was long kept away
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from Christ. When he wanted Christ, Christ wanted him a hundred times as
much. If thou hast the |east desire or the faintest longing after the Lord
Jesus Christ, then the cords of love are about thee, and his mighty hands
are drawing home those cords. Yield to the sweet pressure and thou shalt
come, not because of what thou art, or what thou ever hast been, but
because of what the Father is doing, and because of what the Son is doing.
It iswritten, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent
me draw him;” but when he is drawing thou canst come. The Father is
drawing you, since you are longing to come, and are anxious to find a
Savior. Now, do not turn this truth about so as to set it edgeways, and
make a chevaux de frise of it to keep yourself from getting to Christ. The
doctrine of the divine purpose is not a thorn-hedge to keep you off from
the tree of life: on the contrary, you are bound to regard it as an open door.
“Some must come. Why not 1? Those that come do so because of
something done for them of the Father and of the Son, and why should not
that have been done for me? Why should not | also draw near to God?’

Notice, thirdly, that these people are all of them saved because they come
to Christ. Observe the words — " All that the Father giveth me shall come
to me.” They are not saved otherwise than by coming to Christ. Here are
certain people that are different from others, for the Father has given them
to Christ. Yes, but it does not matter how different they are from others:
they have to be saved in the same way as other people. There is no way of
salvation specialy prepared for these peculiar people; they must follow the
King's highway. The one common way of salvation is by coming to Christ,
and all that the Father has given to Christ must come in by this gate. Thisis
the one door that God has opened: there is no other; there never shall be
any other. Come: pluck up heart, my dear friend, — thou that art bowing
thy head like a bulrush, — the best saint in heaven found his way thither by
asimple trust in Jesus Christ. Why canst not thou get there in the same
way? Many sinners of the deepest dye have been saved through Jesus
Christ, and why should not you be saved in the same way? Ask Peter, and
James, and John, and Paul, and all the rest of them, whether they entered
into heaven by a private bridge thrown across for them alone; and they will
tell you that they were saved by the one Redeemer. As no Scriptureis of
private interpretation, so be sure that there is no private and secret Savior
for afew favored persons.” Other foundation can no man lay than that
which islaid, which is Jesus Christ. God's elect can only be saved by
coming to Christ. Jesus says, “All that the Father giveth me shall cometo
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me;” for they cannot be saved else. Coming to Christ is the one essential
thing. “Oh,” saysone, “| sometimes wish that | knew whether | was one of
God' s elect.” Why should you wish to know anything out of its turn, when
you can learn every truth that you need by studying other truths which lead
up to it? You come to Christ, and you shall know that you were given to
Christ, for none come to him but those who are his, and by their coming to
him they give the best evidence of their election. Y ou know what the
brother in Cornwall said to Malachi, who was rather a stout Calvinist. He
said, “Now, Malachi, | owe you £2. Before | discharge the debt | want you
to tell me whether | am predestinated to pay you.” Malachi opened wide
his hand, and said, “Put the £2 there, and | will tell you directly.” Like most
sensible folk, he preferred to prophesy after the event; and there are many
advantages in keeping to that method. It is evidently the natural order of
things for uninspired folk. Whether the Father gave me to Christ or not, |
cannot discover till I know whether | have come to Christ. When | know
that | have truly come to Christ with all my heart, then | am certain that |
was given to Christ, and | find no difficulty in so believing; yea, my heart is
glad to think that | am saved in the same way as others are saved.

Y et, once again, fromthistext it ismost clear that, if | come to Christ, the
Father gave meto Christ. If |, whoever | may be, do but ssmply trust Jesus
— for that is the coming here meant — then | am one whom the Father
gaveto his Son. If, just as | am, | cast myself upon his blood and
righteousness, and become his disciple, sworn to follow him, hoping by his
help to tread in his footsteps: then | may know that, long before the day-
star knew its place, or planets ran their round, the Eternal Father had
looked upon me with eyes of everlasting love, and that he still accepts me,
and will never cast me away. Isit not so? “ All that the Father giveth me
shall cometo me;” and if | have come, then the Father hath given me to
Christ: the great question is answered, the eternal mystery is unveiled, and
my spirit may rejoice in God my Savior, and in all the precious things of
that everlasting covenant which is ordered in all things and sure.

So much about that huge, overhanging mass of rock. Of that | am going to
say no more; only under itslee | have anchored long ago, and at that
anchorage | mean still to remain. Since | have come to Jesus | know that |
belong to him by the Great Father’s gift, and | am right well assured that
the purpose of God shall be fulfilled in me, and that he will assuredly bring
me, with al the rest of his elect, to his kingdom and glory, where we shall
see hisface for ever. This may be called old-fashioned doctrine: | care not
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what it iscalled, it ismy life, and | dare rest my soul’s weight upon it for
time and for eternity.

|'1. Now we enter into smooth water: the mystery is opened, let us partake
of the joy of it. We have, in the second place, to speak to you for alittle
time on THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL — "Him that cometh to me | will in no
wise cast out.” You may forget my first head if you like, especialy if you
are troubled by it, but | earnestly beseech you to recollect the second.

“Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” Thisis one of the most
generous gospel texts that | do remember to have met with between the
covers of this book. Generous, first, as to the character to whom the
promise is made. “Him that cometh to me:” that is the character. The man
may have been guilty of an atrocious sin, too black for mention; but if he
comes to Christ he shall not be cast out. To that atrocious sin he may have
added many others, till the condemning list is full and long; but if he comes
to Christ he shall not be cast out. He may have hardened his neck against
the remonstrances of prudence, and the entreaties of mercy; he may have
sinned deeply and wilfully; but if he comesto Christ he shall not be cast
out. He may have made himsalf as black as night — as black as hell; yet, if
he shall come to Christ, the Lord will not cast him out. | cannot tell what
kind of persons may have come into this Hall to-night; but if burglars,
murderers, and dynamite-men were here, | would still bid them come to
Christ, for he will not cast them out. | suppose that the most of you are
tolerably decent as to moral character; and to you | say, if you cometo
Christ he will not cast you out. Children of godly parents, hearers of the
word, he will not cast you out. You who lack only one thing, but that the
one thing needful, he will not cast you out. Backsliders! Are there some
such here, who have amost forgotten the way to God’ s sanctuary, for
whom the Sabbath-bell proclaims no Sabbath now? Come you to Jesus,
and he will not cast you out. Oh, you Londoners, you have grown weary of
God' s house, and of God's day — miillions of you, but if with all your
irreligion you are here to-night, the truth holds good of you also, — if you
trust in Jesus, he will not cast you out.

If, amidst this company, there should be some whose characters we had
better not describe, and who aready shrink into themselves at the very idea
of being picked out, and mentioned by name; yet if such persons come to
Jesus, he will gladly receive them. Be your character what it may, you who
are wrapped in mystery, you shall not be cast out. | wish that | could put
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this to those who are troubled about a life of grievous sin, for to the life-
long transgressor the text is still true. My Lord proclaims an act of oblivion
concerning al the past. It shall be as though it had never been. Through
Jesus Chrigt, if you will but believe in him, the whole past shall berolled
up, and put away, as though it had never known an existence, and you
yoursalf shall be born again. When Naaman came up from washing in the
Jordan we read that “ his flesh came again like unto the flesh of alittle child,
and he was clean;” and so it shall be with you. The old man took the fair-
haired child upon his knee, and threaded his fingers through its locks, and
said, “Young child, God keep you from the sin into which | have plunged.
My old lifeisfull of evil. It is now almost over, and | am past hope. Would
God | were achild again!” Lo, the angel of mercy whispersto any onein
that condition, “Y ou may be a child again!” The man a hundred years of
age may yet be made a child; and he that is a gray-beard in infamy may yet
become a babe in innocence through the cleansing power of the water and
the blood which flowed from the riven side of Jesus. Go ye, and write it
athwart the brow of night; writeit in new stars if you can — "Him that
cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” Then hang it up over the mid-day
heavens, and let the sun cast al his beams upon it, till it seemswrit in the
splendor of God — "Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.”
The character who will be received is not mentioned, lest in mentioning
one sinner another should seem to be excluded. No limit is set to the extent
of sin: any “him” in al the world — any blaspheming, devilish “him” that
comes to Christ shall be welcomed. | use strong words that | may open
wide the gate of mercy. Any “him” that comes to Christ — though he
come from slum or taproom, betting-ring or gambling-hell, prison or
brothel — Jesus will in no wise cast out.

Further, this text is a very generous one because it gives no limit to the
coming. The only limit to the way of coming is that they do come to
Christ. | have known some come to Christ running to him — awilling,
speedy, earnest pace. Y ou read of that in the gospels. They were so glad to
hear of a Savior that they flew to him at once. Many young children and
young people do this, and they are blessed in the deed. Come along with
you, ye lively and tender spirits; he will not cast you out if you leap and
rush to him. If you run al on a sudden to him to-night — if you make a
dash for Christ — he will not cast you oui.

Alas! agreat many, when they come to Christ, advance very limpingly.
They are burdened with a huge load of sin and fettered with doubts and
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fears, and so they make slow progress. They do not look to Jesus and live,
all at once. They keep looking here and looking there, instead of looking to
him. They are along while in coming, for they are afraid, and ignorant and
dull. Never mind, brother. The snail got into the Ark; and if you come to
Christ he will not cast you out though your pace be sadly sluggish. Some
look to Christ as soon as they hear of him, with clear, bright eyeslike those
of Rachel. Oh, such alook! They seem to drink in Christ and his salvation
all at once with those bright eyes. But | have met with many whose look is
like that of Leah, who had tender eyes: they look through the mists of their
doubt, and the showers of their tears, and they do not half see Christ as
they should. Ay, but that half-clouded look will save them. Any looking
will save youif it islooking to Christ; and any coming if it is coming to
Christ, will save you. Coming to sacraments may condemn you; coming to
priests will ruin you; but coming to Christ will save you. If your simple
faith takes hold of Christ’s salvation thereislife in that grip. If your
thoughts think of him, if your heart embraces him, if your soul trusts him,
however weakly and imperfectly you do it, he will not cast you out. Oh,
thisis glorious truth to my mind; isit not so to yours? So long as we do
but come to him, our Savior will not cast us away: | feel glad to be
preaching this gospel in Exeter-hal; are you not glad to hear it? If you are
not you are a sorry Set.

Thirdly, thereis no limit here asto time. “Him that cometh to me | will in
no wise cast out” isaglorious, free utterance, compassing every age.
There may be some little children here; indeed, | am glad to see boys and
girls mingling with the congregation. Listen to me, my children! | am
always glad to see you, and we preachers make a great mistake if we do
not preach to you. Oh, dear John and Jane, Mary and Thomas, | wish you
would come to Christ while you are yet young, and put your trust in him,
and become young Christians. There is no reason why you should not. Y ou
are old enough to die, and you are old enough to sin, and you are old
enough to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Why should you not do so at
once? When | was just about fifteen years of age | was helped by God's
Spirit to cast mysalf upon Christ; and did | ever repent that | came to Jesus
so soon? No; | wish that | could have come fifteen years before, and that |
had known Christ as soon as ever | learned to know my mother. Some of
you have heard about Jesus from your infancy; his name was part of the
music with which your mother sang you to sleep. Oh, that you may know
Jesus by faith as well as by hearing! Do not think that you have to wait till
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you are grown up before you may come to Jesus. We have baptized quite a
number of boys and girls of ten, eleven, and twelve. | spoke the other day
with alittle boy nine years of age; and | tell you that he knew more about
Christ than ever so many gray-headed men do; and he loved Jesus most
heartily. As the sweet child talked to me about what Christ had done for
him, he brought tears into my eyes, to see how happily and brightly he
could speak of what he had felt in his own soul of the Savior’s power to
bless. Y ou young children are like rosebuds; and you know everybody likes
arosebud better than a full-blown rose. My Lord Jesus will gladly receive
you as rosebuds. Offer yourselvesto him, for he will not cast you away. |
am sure he never will.

If any here are in the opposite extremity of life, | would remind them that
“Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out” appliesto the aged as
well asto the young. | heard it said by a minister — avery earnest man —
that if persons were not converted before they were five and forty, he
hardly believed that they would ever be converted afterwards and he gave
it as anote of his observation that he had not seen any persons converted
after five and forty. | wished that | had been in his pulpit. | should not have
guestioned his statements, but | would have overlaid them with others of
another character. Surely this brother had been living in some minute
hamlet or other; or else he had not preached the gospel inits fullnessto
every creature. Perhaps he did not believe in the conversion of the aged,
and consequently no aged persons were converted by his means. | have
seen as many people converted of one age as another: that isto say, in
proportion to the number of them, for there are not so many people in the
world over fifty asthere are under fifty; and consequently alarge
proportion of those persons who make up our congregations are young.
We havein our regular gatherings afair number of all ages, and asto the
additions to the church, | have noticed that there is about the same
proportion of very young children as of very old men and women. We have
baptized, upon profession of faith, men and women over eighty years of
age, about whose conversion we had as firm a conviction as we had about
the conversions of the little ones; neither more nor less. Who shall dare to
say that there is an age after which God' s grace does not work? | challenge
any one to bring a text which looks that way, furthermore, | challenge the
truth of any observations which arrive at such aresult. My own preaching
has been such that young and old in equal proportions have attended it, and
in equal proportions they have been saved. However old you may be, my
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Master bids me say to you, “Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast
out.” Come along, come along, dear old friend, though you cannot come
without your stick. Come along, though your eyes are failing: come in your
spectacles. Though you cannot do much for my Master, he can do
everything for you. Though you have only alittle time to live on earth, you
will have al eternity in heaven through which you can praise him. | am sure
you will be one of the most eager at that work. | think you will be like an
old woman of my acquaintance. When | spoke to her about her conversion
at an advanced age, she said, “ Sir, if the Lord Jesus Christ ever does save
such apoor old sinner as| am, he shall never hear the last of it.” That is
just why | want him to save you; for then he never will hear the last of it.

Y ou will praise him for ever and for ever for what he has done for you.
Will you not?

Oh, my dear hearers, come to Jesusl Come in the morning when the dew is
on your branch, for he will not cast you out. Come in the heat of noon,
when the drought of care parches you, and he will not cast you out. Come
when the shadows have grown long, and the darkness of the night is
gathering about you, for he will not cast you out. The door is not shut; for
the gate of mercy closes not so long as the gate of lifeis open. Oh, fly to
Christ, and find mercy now!

Once again, dear friends, | want you to notice in my text the blessed
certainty of this salvation. “Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast
out.” Two or three negatives in the Greek language make a negation
stronger, though they would have no such effect in the English tongue. It is
avery strong negative here. “Him that cometh to me | will not not cast
out;” or, “I will never never cast out.” As much asto say, — On no
account, or for no reason, or on no presence, or from no motive whatever,
will | ever intime or in eternity cast out the soul that comesto me. That is
how it stands — a declaration of absolute certainty from which there can
be no escaping. What a blessed thing it isto get your foot on certainties!
Certain preachers, who are much cried up nowadays, are very uncertain
preachers, for they do not themselves know what they will be propounding
to-morrow. They make their creed as they go along, and a very poor one it
iswhen they make it. | believe in something sure and certain; namely, in
infallible Scripture, and that which the Lord has written therein, never to be
altered while the world stands. My text is certain as the truth of Christ
Jesus, and if we had ever seen that beautiful face of his we could not
distrust him. Can your imagination picture for a minute the ever-blessed
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face of the Son of God? Could you look into that face, and suspect him of
alie? And when he says, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, he that believeth in
me hath everlasting life,” the saying must be true. If you believe in him, you
have everlasting life. When he says, “Him that cometh to me | will never
never cast out,” the declaration must be true. He never, never, can cast you
out, whoever you may be, however long you may live, or whatever else
may happen, if you do but come to him. There are plenty of reasons,
apparently, why he should cast you out, but he has knocked them all on the
head by saying, “1 will in no wise cast out:” that is, “In no way, and under
no pretext, will | ever cast out a soul that comesto me.” Now, if Christ
does not cast us out, then he receives us; and if he receives us, we are
received into the heart of God; we are received into eternd life; and by-
and-by we shall be received into everlasting blessedness. Oh, the joy of my
text, in that it is so certain!

So | shall close here, dear friends, with just aword or two of further
encouragement by noticing the personality of my text; for in this a part of
the liberality consists. Do you observe that the first part of the text began
with, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me.” Ay, but when
Christ began to deal with sinners with broken hearts, he dropped the “al”
and every form of general statement, and he came to the personal pronoun
singular: — "Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” Now,
herein he meant to say to every one in this Hall, “If thou dost come to me,
| will not cast thee out.” It is not, “If thou and another come;” for, if so, it
would be put in the plura: “1f you come.” But it is, “Him that cometh.”

Y ou aone; your servant alone, your child alone; but specially yourself
alone: if you come to the Lord Jesus he will not cast you out. Y ou cannot
doubt this. Come, then, my dear hearers, believe your Savior. | am not
talking to-night to persons who doubt the veracity of the Son of God, | am
not talking to persons who think Christ aliar. You know that he would
receive you if you would come. Then, why do you not come? But you
mean to come, do you, by-and-by? Then why not now? What is it that
holds you back? How dare you delay? Will you be aive next week? How
can you be sure of aday, or an hour? When money isto be given away, |
do not find that persons generally delay to receive it, and say, “I should
rather have it next year.” No, they say, “A bird in the hand isworth two in
the bush.” Oh, to have a Christ in the hand, and to get him now! And why
not now? Is it because you really do not understand what it is to receive
him, or to believein him? It is indeed the simplest thing in the world, and
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that is the only reason why it is so difficult, it is so exceedingly smple, that
men cannot believe that it can be aswe put it. Indeed, it is so. Faith is
simply to trust Christ; and trusting Christ brings with it the new life, and
salvation from sin. | sometimes put it in Watts' s way —

“ A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Christ’'skind arms| fall.”

But after | had once been preaching, ayoung man said to me, “Sir, |
cannot fall.” “Oh dear,” | said, “then | do not know how to talk; for |
meant not a thing you could do, but the cessation of all your efforts, just
faling, or if you will see it better, just tumbling down — because you
cannot stand upright, and that isit.” Because | cannot save mysdlf, | fall
into Christ’s arms. Ceasing to hold to anything of my own, | just drop
upon him. “Still,” you say, “there must be something more than that.”
There is nothing more than that. If thou believest that Jesusis the Chrit,
thou art born of God. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but
he that believeth not shall be damned.” “He that with his heart believeth,
and with his mouth maketh confession of him, shall be saved.” “Oh, but |
must — | must — | must do something mysterious, or feel something
which at present is far beyond me.” Thus you give God the lie, and put
away from you the life eternal.

Have you never read the story of the good ship that had been along time at
sea, and the captain had lost his reckoning; he drifted up the mouth of the
grest river Amazon, and, after he had been sailing for along time up the
river without knowing that he was in ariver at all, they ran short of water.
When another vessel was seen, they signalled her, and when they got near
enough for speaking they cried, “Water! We are dying for water!” They
were greatly surprised when the answer came back, “Dip it up! Dip it up!
You areinariver. Itisal around you.” They had nothing to do but to fling
the bucket overboard, and have as much water as ever they liked. And here
are poor souls crying out, “Lord, what must | do to be saved?’ when the
great work is done, and all that remains to them is to receive the free gift of
eternal life. What must you do? Y ou have done enough for one life-time,
for you have undone yourself by your doing. That is not the question. It is,
“Lord, what hast thou done?” And the answer is, “It isfinished. | have
doneit al. Only come and trust me.” Sinner, you arein ariver of grace and
mercy. Over with the bucket, man, and drink to the full; for you will never
exhaust the stream of grace.
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A river isfreeto every dog that runs along the bank: every cow that stands
by the river may drink to the full. So isthe mercy of God free to every
sinner, be he who he may, that does but come to Jesus. That river runs near
to you to-night. Stoop down, you thirsty one, and drink and live. But you
say, “I must fedl different from what | do now.” But you need not come
with your bad feelings. “Oh, | have not yet a broken heart,” says one.
Cometo Christ, and he will break your heart. “But | do not feel my need as
| ought.” Come to Christ and he will help you to feel your need. “Oh, but |
am nobody!” You are the very person that Christ delightsin, for to you he
will be everybody.

Do you see that beautiful tree in the orchard loaded with fruit? It is a pear-
tree. From top to bottom it is covered with fruit. | think | never saw such a
sight: every branch is bowing down. Some boughs are ready to break with
the luscious burden. As| listen to the creaking boughs, | can hear the tree
speak. What does it say? It says, “Baskets, baskets, baskets! Bring
baskets!” Now, then, who has a basket? “1 have got one,” cries yonder
friend, “but it is of no use, for there is nothing init.” Bring it here, man:
that isthe very kind of basket the tree wants. A person over there says,
“Oh, | have a basket — a splendid basket. It isjust the thing. It isfull from
top to bottom.” Y ou may keep your basket to yourself. It is of no use to
my loaded tree. Where is there an empty basket? Who has an empty
basket? Come along with you: come and pick from the tree as long as you
like. Bring al your baskets. Bring thousands and thousands of baskets, all
empty, and fill them all! Do you notice as we fill the baskets that the fruit
begins to multiply? There is more when we have filled the baskets than
there was at first, for this inexhaustible tree produces more and more fruit,
asfast aswe pluck from it. What is wanted by the Lord Jesusis an empty
soul to receive out of the fullness which God has treasured up in him.

God bless every one of you, for his name’s sake. Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON.

DEAR FRIENDS, — It iswith very sincere regret that | find myself obliged
to prolong my absence. | have been exceedingly full of pain, and have been
very much a prisoner to my room, or | should have returned upon the
appointed day. The deacons judged it better for me to remain till 1 could
recover, and certainly thereis afar better hope for a man herein the
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sunshine than in aLondon fog. | rejoice to say that | already feel much
better, and though | cannot quite maintain the erect figure which is
becoming an upright man, yet the pains of lumbago are less acute than they
were. | am full of confidence that | shall soon be well, in answer to your

prayers.

My heart is at home. | long to be preaching Christ and winning souls. May
your work be blessed while | am silenced. Innumerable are the forms of
your holy activity, may the Holy Spirit fill them all with his power.

| send my love to all who are in Christ Jesus, and for those who are not in
him — what shall | say? No blessing can come to the soul which refuses
the Lord Jesus. May there be none such among us.

Wishing you a glorious Sabbath,

| am, your willing but suffering Pastor
C. H. SPURGEON.
Menton. Jan. 17.
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KNOWLEDGE. WORSHIP.
GRATITUDE.

NO. 1763

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“So that they are without excuse: because that, when they knew
Mod, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful.” —
Romans 1:20, 21.

THOSE who boast of their knowledge betray their ignorance, knowledgeis
not a possession to be proud of, since it brings with it so great a
responsibility that a nurse might as well be proud of watching over alifein
peril. Knowledge may become good or ill according to the use whichis
made of it. If men know God, for instance, and then glorify him as God,
and are thankful, their knowledge has become the means of great blessing
to them; but if they know God, and fail to glorify him, their knowledge
turns to their condemnation. There is a knowledge which does not puff up
the mind, but builds up the soul, being joined with holy love. Did not our
Lord say, “And thisislife eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent”? But for men to know God,
and not to glorify him as God, and to be unthankful, is, according to our
text, no benefit to them: on the contrary, it becomes a savor of death unto
them, because it leaves them without excuse. Our Savior could plead for
some, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” But what
pleaisto be used for those who know what they do, and yet do evil; who
know what they ought to do, and do it not? These have the light, and close
their eyes; or, to use another figure, they have the light, and use it to sin by.
They take the golden candlestick of the Sanctuary into their hands, and by
its help they perform their evil deeds the more dexterously, and run in the
way of wickedness the more swiftly. Accursed is that man who heapsto
himself knowledge till he becomes wise as Solomon, and then prostitutes it
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to base ends by using it to aggrandize his wesalth, to pamper his appetites,
to bolster his unbelief, or to conceal hisvices. A man may by knowing
more become all the more a devil. His growing information may only
increase his condemnation. It is clear, then, that knowledge is not a
possession; of such unmingled good that we may grow vain of it; better far
will it beif the more we know the more we watch and pray. Go on and
read, young man. Go on and study with the utmost diligence. The more of
knowledge you can acquire the better; but take care that you do not, like
Sardanapal us, heap up your treasures to be your own funeral pile. Do not
by arebellious pride curdle the sweet milk of knowledge, and sour your
precious blessing into an awful curse. It is soon done, but not so soon
undone. It was the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil the
eating of which brought al this evil upon us which ye see thisday. Ye may
eat of that tree still, if so it please you; but if ye taste not of the tree of life
at the same time, your knowledge shall only open to you the gates of hell.
Knowledge of itself aloneis as land which may ether become a blooming
garden or ahowling wilderness. It is a sea out of which you shall bring
pearls or dead men’s bones. Life and desth, heaven and hell, are here: if it
was said of old, “Take heed what you hear,” | also will say, “Take heed
what you know.”

The people mentioned by Paul in our text fell into two great evils, or rather
into two forms of one great evil — atheism: the atheism of the heart, and
the atheism of the life. They knew God, but they glorified him not as God,
neither were they thankful.

We will first consider the first sin mentioned here, and then the second. |
shall not look at these two evils asif you were Romans, because | know
that you are not, but | shall adapt the text to your own case, and speak of
these sins, as Englishmen are too apt to commit them. Thirdly, let us view
the consequences, or, what comes of men not glorifying God, and not
being thankful. Then, fourthly, let us fly from these sins immediately, God
helping us. O Holy Spirit, help the preacher now, for al hishelp isin theel!

| . At once, then, let uslook at thisfirst sin, asin very common in these
days. THEY KNEW GoD, BUT THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AsGoD. Evenin
old Rome, with all its darkness, there was some knowledge of God: how
can the creature quite forget its Creator? Of course the people had not that
spiritual knowledge which the Holy Ghost communicates to the renewed in
heart, for the carnal mind cannot know God spiritually: its fleshly ideas
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cannot come near to his holy spirituality. But Paul means that they
perceived the eternal power and Godhead of the Great Former of all
things; and they might have perceived much more of his divine character
and glory if their foolish hearts had not been darkened by their evil
passions. When you go among the heathen, whether they are Pantheists or
Polytheists, or whatever they may be, there is till anotion in the
background of all their mythology of some one great superior being,
elevated above those whom they call gods, some serendly just father,
preserver, avenger, and rewarder of men. The most debased of mankind
are still found to have some measure of knowledge of the great Creator:
they hold the truth, though they hold it in unrighteousness. They can as
soon shut their eyes to the sun, as completely blind their minds to the fact
that there is a God. Some among the heathen no doubt attained to a very
considerable knowledge of God, or at least they walked upon the borders
of marvellous discoveries of the Godhead. We are greatly surprised at the
language of Socrates, and Plato, and Seneca, and others: such men have
lately been held up as patterns, but if their lives are studied, they will be
found to be sadly defaced with what Paul fitly calls “vile affections.” These
were wise men, but the world by wisdom knew not

God; they were great thinkers, but a clear revelation of God was not in al
their thoughts. They did not like to retain God in their knowledge and so
they remained steeped in loathsome vice which we dare not mention, for it
is a shame even to speak of the things which were of the most enlightened
of them in secret. They had knowledge, but they forgot its responsibilities:
they knew God, but they glorified him not as God, neither were they
thankful.

We may now let al the heathen go, for it is more true of usthan it is of
them, that we know God. Those to whom | am speaking to-night dwell
where the name of God is familiar, where the gospel of God sounds like a
trumpet in their streets, where the character of God is painted with the
finger of light upon the blessed pages of the Bible, and where the Spirit of
God takes care that the consciences of men shall be enlightened. We know
God, but | am afraid that there are many thousands and millions of our
fellow-creatures who glorify him not as God; let us seeto it that we do not
ourselves belong to the unhappy number.

Those do not glorify God as God who do not trace all their good things to
God. “Every good gift and every perfect gift isfrom above,” but many
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ungrateful hearts forget this truth, and receive the blessings of this life with
dumb mouths and cold hearts. In the old time there were those who traced
everything they saw to what they called “Chance’; that misformed deity
has been laid aside, and on its pedestal men have set up another idol known
as “Nature.” Nowadays swarms of people attribute everything that is grest
and wonderful to “Nature”: — they talk forever of “the beauties of
Nature,” “the grandeur of Nature,” “the laws of Nature;” but God is as
little spoken of asif he were not alive. Asto laws of Nature, these occupy
with moderns much the same place as the deities of Olympus with the
ancients. What are laws of Nature but the ordinary ways in which God
works? | know of no other definition of them. But these people attribute to
them a sort of power apart from the presence of the Creator. One standing
up in the street, venting hisinfidelity, said that we could not do better on
Sunday than go abroad and worship Nature. There was nothing that was so
refining and elevating to the mind as Nature. Nature did everything. A
Christian man in the crowd ventured to ask, “What is Nature?” And the
gentleman said, “Well, Nature — well — it is Nature. Don’t you know
what it is? It is Nature.” No further definition was forthcoming; | fear the
term is only useful as enabling men to talk of creation without being
compelled to mention the Creator. | find nowadays that people talk about
“Providence,” and yet discard God. Among the vulgar and the ungodly this
is another subterfuge to avoid the ascribing of their blessings to the Giver
of them. A farmer, whose crops had failed a second time, was consoled by
a clergyman, because he suffered from the hand of Providence. “Yes,” said
he, “that Providence is aways treating me shamefully: but there's one
above that will stop him.” The poor soul had heard of Providencetill he
thought it an evil power, and hoped that the good God would curb its
mischievous influence. This comes of not spearing plainly of God. For
what is Providence? Can there be such a thing without the constant
working of the Great Provider? Men talk of “Foresight.” But is there any
foresight without an eye? I's there not some living eye that is watching for
our good, some living hand that is following up the eye, and providing for
our needs? Man does not like to think of his God. He wants to get away
into afar country, away from God his Father, and he will adopt any sort of
phrase which will help him to clear his language of dl trace of God. He
longs to have a convenient wall built up between himself and God. The
heathen often attributed their prosperity to “fortune” some of them talked
of “chance’, others discoursed of “fate.” Anything isto man’s taste rather
than blessing the great Father, and adoring the one God. If they prospered,
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they were “lucky”; thiswas instead of gratitude to God. They looked into
the almanack to find lucky days; thisinstead of faith in the Most High.
They were superstitious, and asked their prieststo tell them what would be
afortunate time for commencing an undertaking; thisinstead of resting
upon the goodness of the Lord. Have we not some now who bless their
good luck, and still talk about their fortunate stars? God whom they know
they do not honor as God.

Y es, and we have among us men who talk neither of “fortune” nor of
“Nature,” but of themselves. They are styled “ self-made men,” and they are
very prone to worship the great self who made them: they are never
backward in that cult. Their adoration of themselves is constant, reverent,
and sincere. “ Self-made men,” indeed! Infinitely better isit to be a God-
made man. If there be anything about us that is worth the having, it must
be from him from whom every good gift and every perfect gift has
evermore descended; let us therefore give Him thanks. There is no other
sun for our sky than you sun in the heavens: there is no other source of
good but the ever-blessed God, who has made himself known to us, whom
with al our hearts we now adore.

But may | not be addressing some who, at this moment, do not bow before
God, and bless him for their prosperity? They attribute it to their industry,
and to their good luck. Oh, sirs, you come under the head of those who
know God, and yet do not glorify him as God; neither are you thankful.
The Lord help such to confess this sin, and may his grace wash them clean
of it, for indeed it is agreat and heinous sin in the judgment of the Most
High. Justice makes a black mark against those who do not ascribe their
good things to God, from whom they now with such sweet constancy of
kindness.

But we can also commit that sin, in the next sense, by not feeling any
obligation laid upon us through partaking of the divine bounty. Are there
not many rich men to whom it never occurs to feel bound to serve the Lord
who gave them power to get wealth? Are there not many healthy persons,
sound of limb, and strong in constitution, who yet do not praise the God
who has latest them from sickness and death? Are we any of us sufficiently
grateful for our talents, our faculties, our friends, our daily provisions? Do
we not al receive alarge amount of blessing for which we do not render
praise to God? The fact isthat every mercy brings an obligation with it,
and we that receive most ought to render most; for we receive nothing
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from God without being thereby naturally and of right laid under bonds to
return to him the glory due unto his name. We are tenants, whose rent is to
be paid in service and praise. It isavery blessed obligation! It is a happy
bond to be bound to praise and bless God! Praiseis no more aburdento a
true heart than song to a bird, or perfume to aflower, or twinkling to a
star. Adoration is no taxation. God’ s revenue of glory comes from myriads
of free-will offerings, which gracious spirits delight to present to him all
their days. Y et there are some who know God, but they glorify him not as
God: they rob him of that which should be their life to bring. They seem to
say that they are their own, and not God’s: they may live as they please;
they may serve themselves. God is not in al their thoughts; and, asto
spending and being spent in the service of him who gave them being, it has
not yet crossed their minds. Clod’s complaint concerning them is ajust
one, — "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken,
| have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel
doth not know, my people doth not consider.” God grant us grace to avoid
this cruel provocation, and may we glorify God as God by practically
owning the obligation under which his mercy places us.

Many may be met with who know God, but never glorify him as God,
because they never adore him, and worship him, with the love of shear
hearts. They go to church or to some place of worship regularly, and sing
psalms and hymns, and they may even have family-prayer at home; but
their heart has never adored the living God with living love. Their worship
has anameto live, but it is dead. They present to the Lord al the external
harvest of worship, but the corn is gone, only the straw and the husk are
there. And what is the value of your husky prayers? your prayers without a
kernel, made up of the straw of words, and the chaff of formality? What is
the value of professions of loyalty from arebel? What is the worth of
professed friendship to God when your heart is at enmity against him? Isit
hot a mockery of God to present to him a sacrifice “where not the heart is
found”? When the Lord has to say — They come as my people, and they
sit as my people, and they sing as my people, but their heart is far from me,
— can he take any pleasure in them? May not God thus complain of many?
Oh, let it not be so with you! | know that there are some here against
whom that charge would lie if we preferred it — that they know God, but
they do not glorify him as God, for they do not love him. The name and
service of God are much on their tongues, but they do not delight in him,
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they do not hunger and thirst after him, they do not find prayer and praise
to be their very element, but such service as they render is merely lip-
service, the unwilling homage of bond-daves, and not the delighted service
of those who are the children of God. Oh, my brethren, if we accept
Jehovah as the living God, let us give him the utmost love of our souls.
Will you call aman brother, and then treat him like a dog? Dare you call
God your God, and then act towards him as though he were not worthy of
athought? With what joy does David cry, ‘1 am thy servant, and the son of
thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds’! Thisisthe kind of spirit with
which to deal with the Lord. Oh, to rgjoice in God all the day, and to make
him our exceeding joy! Thus, and thus only, do we glorify him as God.
Without the fire of love no incense will ever rise from the censor of praise.
If we do not delight in God we do not fitly adore God.

There is another way of not glorifying God as God, and that is by never
recognizng his omnipresence. Have we not among us those who on
Sunday feel some kind of reverence of God, but during the six days of the
week are godless? When they are in a place of worship they have some
sense of God's being there; if they do not fear and tremble, yet they behave
with decency and respect; but in other places they dare to act asif they
were out of range of God. Do they fancy that God is not in that secret
chamber where they follow out their passions? Do they imagine that he is
not in that ribald company where they make mirth of sacred things? Do
they imagine that out of man’s sight is also out of God's sight? Do not
some men so act and live as if God were either dead, or else were blind and
deaf, utterly oblivious to everything that is done on the face of the earth?
How blind must they be who think God blind! May we never fal into this
absurdity! May we feel that we cannot anywhere consent to sin for God is
there. The whole earth is God' s house: shall we abuse the King in his own
palace? The skies are the roof of histemple, and beneath God' s blue sky
we ought not to find a place to sin in. Nowhere in time is there space for
evil, nor in the universe is there room for sin. Y et, alas, how few recognize,
“thou God seest me,” as being a death-blow to sin?“ They know God, but
they glorify him not as God,” but think that he is absent either in person or
in mind, and that in some secret places they can hide away from him, and
with impunity follow their own desires.

Are there not some again, and many, who do not admit the true glory of
God because the idea of his sovereignly is very horrible to them? | lay this
charge against many professing Christians — that their God is not the God



87

of the Bible, and that they have no notion of Jehovah, the true God. The
one God of heaven and earth is Jehovah — that God who said of old, “I
will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassion on
whom | will have compassion.” Certain professed followers of Jesus will
not have this God, but they make to themselves a god who is under some
degree of obligation to his sinful creatures, of whom they say that heis
bound to treat all alike. These are guilty of robbing Divinity of its most
majestic attribute, namely, sovereignty. They are for dictating to the King
of kings, and tying the hands of infinite compassion, lest the supreme will
of God should have too much liberty. | know of no such God as that: the
God | worship can never do other than right, yet is he under no bond to his
creatures, but ordereth all things according to the counsel of his own will. |
believe that if the Lord had denied me mercy, | had so sinned that | could
never have impugned his justice. When | see him save asinner, | ook not
at it as a deed which he was bound to do, but as a spontaneous act, free as
the air, full of his own goodness which arises entirely from himself. “He
doeth according to hiswill in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth.” 1, for one, am perfectly satisfied with everything
that God does, whether of power, justice, or mercy. My heart says, “Itis
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.” | could have sting the song
of Moses at the Red Sea, when all Egypt was drowned, and found in the
drowning of the foe a degp background of joy, because | should have seen
in it the carrying out of the divine will, the reign of righteousness, and the
avenging of cruel tyranny. | make bold to say that | would have praised
God as the waves went over Pharaoh; for the Lord did it, and he did right.
| would have cried with Moses, “1 will sing unto the Lord, for he hath
gloriously: the horse and hisrider hath he thrown into the sea.” | expect to
be among the number, though some seem asiif they would decline the
service, who shall for ever bless God for all his dealings with mankind —
the stern as well as those that seem more tender. The Lord God, even
Jehovah, the God of the Old Testament, is the God whom | worship. | do
not know this new god that has lately come up, who they say isal
tenderness and has none of the stern attributes of righteousness and wrath.
The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob is the God and Father of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and in him my soul delights. Let him sway
his scepter even as he pleases. His will be done on earth even asitisin
heaven. Again will we say Hallelujah, when dl his everlasting purposes
shall have been fulfilled, and the wicked shall be punished, and the
righteous raised to their Father’ s throne. To know God, and to glorify him
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as God, isto regard him as supreme, ungoverned, the Arbiter of all things,
whose will islaw. | believe in God on his throne, God giving no account of
his matters, but doing his own pleasure as God over al. Short of this|
could not glorify him as God.

There are some others who know God, who fail to glorify him as God,
because they do not trust him. In revelation God has presented himself as
the object of trust to his creatures, and he has promised that all who trust
in him shall be forgiven their transgressions through the atonement of his
Son, Jesus Christ. Such as trust him he declares shall be saved; and he
sends out a messenger of mercy to al mankind, proclaiming — " He that
believeth in him is not condemned.” He bids sinners come and trust under
the shadow of hiswing; and he declares that none that come to him will be
ever cast out. Revealing himself in Christ Jesus, he pleads with guilty men.
Asking nothing of them, he entreats them to accept his mercy, which he
freely presents to them without money and without price. Making no
distinction in the gospel-call, he bids men come to him, saying, “Look unto
me, and be ye saved, al ye ends of the earth, for | an God, and besides me
thereisnone ese.” When proud man replies, “No, | shall trust in myself,
trust in my own works, trust in my own prayers, but | shall not trust in
Christ,” then he knows God, but he glorifies him not as God, and when he
perishes he will be without excuse. What kind of God is that whom we will
not trust? How do we honor him when we refuse to believe him? Do we
accept his Godhead, and yet refuse his mercy? This cannot be.

The counts are many against men, but this one more must be mentioned —
many know God, but they never glorify him as God by submitting
themselves to him, and yielding up their members to be instruments of his
glory. If | glorify God as God, then | desire to obey God' s commandments,
to spread his glory, to magnify his name. | desirein all things to please him,
if indeed | treat him as God should be treated. If | know God, and yet live
for my own profit, for my own honor, for my own comfort, then | do not
glorify God as God. Oh, sirs, when the Lord is glorified as God, we yield
ourselves to his control without a murmur. He may take what he will away
from us, and we say, “It isthe Lord: let him do what seemeth him good.”
He may remove every comfort from us, and cover us with sore boils and
brains, but we shall sit down with Job upon the dunghill, and say, “The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.” Knowing him as God will make us submissive to suffer, and quick
to act. We shall fedl the force of Elijah’s cry, “If the Lord be God, follow
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him.” We shall rouse ourselves to the utmost energy to serve him when he
stands before us as really God. If we serve man and are faithful, we do the
best we can for our master, but if God be our Master, oh, what service we
are bound to render to him! What enthusiasm ought to be kindled in our
breasts by the belief that we are God' s servants! “1 am thy servant,” is our
happy claim, our honored challenge. Thisit is that makes a man of a man,
and something more than man. Oh, to learn this lesson, and to practice it!
To glorify God as God will make us akin to angels! Even you Christians
may feel that thisis much beyond you yet, but towards it you must ever fly.
| shrink before my Lord in speaking of him, but | desire what | have not yet
attained — that | may truly glorify him asmy Lord and my God.

I'1. Now we come to consider the second sin. May the word which | may
have to say about it, be blessed to many of my hearers by the power of the
Holy Spirit! The second sin is “NEITHER WERE THANKFUL.” Did you
know, dear friends, that unthankfulness was such a sin as this? Have you
ever thought of it in this light before — that men were without excuse
because when they knew God they were not thankful ? Unthankfulnessis a
sin for which thereis no excuse if it be attended with knowledge. | fear
there are thousands who call themselves Christians, who are not thankful,
and yet they never thought themselves very guilty on that account. Y et you
see these sinners were without excuse, because they were guilty of a great
sin before God, and that sin was unthankfulness. | tremble both for myself
and you when | see want of thankfulness thus set in the front rank of sins.

How isit that we may be unthankful ?

| answer, first, there isin some a want of gratitude for mercies possessed.
They receive many blessings without making a note of them, or even
seeming to know that they have them. Their daily mercies seem to comein
always at the back door, where the servants take them in, and never tell
their master or mistress that they have arrived. They never receive their
mercies at the front door with grateful acknowledgments; but they still
continue dumb debtors, daily owing more, but making no attempt at a
return. The Lord continues to bless them in things temporal, to keep them
in health and strength, ay, and to give them the means of grace and spiritua
opportunities; and they live asif these things were so commonplace that
they were not worth thanking God for. Many professors are of that kind —
recipients of countless mercies, but destitute of such common thankfulness
as even beasts might manifest. From them God hears no song of gratitude,
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no chirp of praise, though birds would charm the woodlands with their
minstrelsy: these are worse than the dumb driven cattle, or the fishesin the
brook, which do at least leap up, and mean their Maker’s praise.

Some show this unthankfulness in another way, for they always dwell most
on what they have not got. They have manna, and that is angels food; but
then they have no fish, and thisis aready theme for grumbling. They talk
very loudly of “the fish we did eat in Egypt,” and lament those ample feasts
provided by the muddy Nile. Moreover, they have none of those delightful
vegetables — the leeks, and the garlic, and the onions. They have none of
these rank luxuries, and therefore again they murmur, and call the manna
“light bread.” They put this complaint over and over again to Moses, till
Moses must have been sick of them and their garlic. They said that they
could not get leeks, and cucumbers, and onions, and that they were
therefore most hardly done by, and would not much longer put up with it.
Thankless rebels! And have | not known some of God' s servants say that
they enjoy much of the presence of their Lord, but they have no riches; and
so they are not among the favored ones. Over their poverty they fetch a
deep groan. Some live in the presence of God, so they tell us, and they are
full of divine delights, but yet they are greatly afflicted with aches and
pains, and all the dolors of rheumatism, and therefore they murmur. | admit
that rheumatism is a dreadful pain enough, but at the same time to dwell
always on the dark side of things, and to forget our mercies, is a sad
instance of ingratitude. We are few of us as thankful as we ought to be;

and there are some people who are not thankful at all, for instead of a song
concerning their mercies, their life is one long dirge for their miseries. Must
we always hear the sackbut? Is the harp never to give forth a joy-note?

Some show their unthankfulness by fretting under their supposed ills. They
know from Scripture that even their afflictions are working for their good,
yet they do not rgjoice in the prospect, or feel any gratitude for the refining
process through which the Lord is passing them. Heaven and perfection are
left unsung, but the present processes are groaned over without ceasing.
Their monotonous note is always this pain, this loss, this burden, this
uncomfortable sensation, this persecution from the world, this unkindness
from the saints, and so on; al this goes to show that, though they know
God, they do not glorify him as God, neither are they thankful.

We can be guilty of unthankfulness, also, by never testifying to the
goodness of God. A great many people come in and out of your houses; do
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you ever tell them about God’ s goodness to you? Did you ever take up a
single ten minutes with the tale of the Lord’ s lovingkindness to you? Oh,
what backwardness there is to testify to God as God, and to all his
goodness and love! Our mouths are full of anything rather than the
goodness of the Lord. Shame on our wicked lips!

Somefail, aso, in their singing of God’s praises. | love to be singing in my
heart, if I may not sing with my tongue. Isit not a good thing for you
house-wives, when you are about the house, to sing over everything? |
remember a servant that used to sing at the washtub, and sing in the
kitchen; and when some one asked her why she was always singing, she
said that if it did not do anything else it kept bad thoughts out of her mind.
Thereisagreat deal in that; for bad thoughts are bad tenants, who pay no
rent and foul the house. | knew a dear old Methodist preacher, who is now
in heaven, who when he came downstairs of a morning was aways tooting
abit of ahymn over, and he did the same in the barn, and the field. | have
passed him in the street, and noted his happy melody: indeed he was aways
singing. He never took much notice of anybody, so asto be afraid of being
overheard. Whether people heard him or not did not make much difference
to him.

He was singing to the Lord, not to them; and so he wells on singing. | do
not think that he had much of avoice, or an ear for music, but his soul was
made up of praise, and that is better than a musical education. God does
not criticize our voice, but he accepts our heart. Oh, to be singing the
praises of God every minute of our lives, and never ceasing therefrom! Do
you not think that many fail in this respect? They are not preparing for
heaven, where dl is praise, or they would take up the joyful employment at
once.

It is plain that many are not thankful to God, for they never praise him
with their substance. Y et when the Jew was thankful, he took care to give
aportion to the house of the Lord: before he would ezt of his corn, he
would send his sheaf to the sanctuary. If we are grateful to God, we shall
feel that the first thing to do isto give of our substance an offering of
thanksgiving to the Most High. But this does not strike some people,
whose religion is so spiritua that they cannot endure to hear of money, and
they faint at the sound of a collection. Their thankfulness rises to singing a
hymn occasionally, but it never goes as far as giving a button to the cause
of God. | am afraid their thankfulness is not worth more than what they
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pay to expressit: that isto say, nothing at all. God deliver us from such a
state of heart as that, and may we never, in any of these senses, be found
amongst those professors, of whom it is said that, when they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither were they thankful.

I'11. Listen to me now carefully for two or three minutes while, in the third
place, | mention, very briefly and solemnly, what was THE RESULT OF
THIS.

They knew God, but they glorified him not as God, neither were they
thankful. And the first result of it was that they fell into vain imaginings. If
we do not glorify God, the true God, we shall soon be found setting up
another god. This vain-imagination business is being done quite as
extensively now asin Paul’ s days. Depart from the inspiration of the Bible,
and from the infalibility of the Spirit of God who wrote it, and where win
you go? Well, | cannot tell where you will go. One wanders into one vain
imagination, and one into another, till the dreamers are on all sides. |
expect to see a new doctrine every day of the week now. Our thinkers have
introduced an age of inventions, wherein everything is thought of but the
truth of God. We do not want these novelties. We are satisfied with the
word of God aswe find it. But if you do not glorify God as God, and are
not thankful to him for ad his teaching, then away you go into vain
imaginations.

And what next? Well, away goes the mind of man into all sorts of sins.
The chapter describes unnatural lusts and horribly fierce passions. Men that
are not satisfied and thankful — men that have no fear of God before their
eyes — it were a shame for usto think, much more to speak, of what they
win do. A heart that cannot feed at God' s table will riot somewhere. He
that is not satisfied with the cup that God has filled win soon be a partaker
of the cup of devils. An unthankful spirit is, at bottom, an atheistic spirit. If
God were God to us, we should not be unthankful to him. If God were
glorified in our hearts, and we were thankful for everything that he did, we
should walk in holiness, and live in submission. And if we do not thus
behave ourselves, the tendency will be for us to go from bad to worse, and
from worse to the very worst. This has been done on alarge scale by
nations, whose downward course of crime began with want of thankfulness
to God. It isdone on asmaller scale by individuals, to whom departure
from God is the beginning of avicious career. Get away from God, and
where have you gone? If you do not love him, and delight in him, whither
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will you stray? May the Lord tether us fast to himself, and even nail usto
the cross.

It seems that these people, of whom Paul wrote, fell into all kinds of
bitterness, such as envy, murder, deceit, malignity, whispering, backbiting,
hating of God. They became spiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, and so forth. Well, if your spirit is not sweetened by the adoration
and the love of God, it will grow bitter. If love does not reign, hate will
rule. Look at unthankful people. Hear them talk. Nobody’ s character is
safe. Thereis no neighbor whom they will not slander. Thereisno
Christian man whom they will not misrepresent. The very angels of God
would not be safe from suspicion if they lived near to people of that kind.
But when you glorify God as God, and are thankful for everything — when
you can take up a bit of bread and a cup of cold water, and say with the
poor Puritan, “What, all this, and Christ too?" — then are you happy, and
you make others happy. A godly preacher, finding that al that there was
for dinner was a potato and a herring, thanked God that he had ransacked
sea and land to find food for his children. Such a sweet spirit breeds love to
everybody, and makes a man go through the world cheerfully. If you give
way to the other order of feeling, and do not glorify God, but quarrel with
him, and have no thankfulness for his mercies, then you will suck in the
spirit of the devil, and you will get into Satan’s mind, and be of his temper,
and by-and-by his works you will do. Oh, brothers and sisters, dread
uuthankfulness! Perhaps you did not think that it was so bad, but it is
horrible! God help you to escape from it!

|'V. And that you may escape from it, let us finish up by this exhortation.
LET UsFLY By THEHELP OF GOD’ S SPIRIT FROM THESE TWO SINS. Let as
glorify God, as God, every one of us.

“Oh,” saysone, “I am full of sin.” Come and glorify God, then, by
confessing it to him. “Oh, but | am not pardoned.” Come and glorify him
by accepting pardon through the blood of his dear Son. “Oh, but | am of an
evil heart.” Come and glorify him by telling him so, and asking his Spirit to
renew you in your mind. Come, yield yourself to his sweet gospel. May his
blessed Spirit incline you so to do. Come, take him now to be your God.
Slave you forgotten him? Remember him. Have you neglected him? Seek
him. Have you offended him? Mourn before him. Say, “I will arise, and go
unto my Father.” Your Father waits to receive you. Glorify him as God.
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And then, next, let us begin to be very thankful, if we have not been so
before. Let us praise God for common mercies, for they prove to be
uncommonly precious when they are once taken away. Bless God that you
were able to walk here, and are able to walk home again. Bless God for
your reason: bless him for your existence. Bless God for the means of
grace, for an open Bible, for the throne of grace, for the preaching of the
Word. You that are saved must lead the song. “Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and al that is within me, bless his holy name.” Bless him for his Son. Bless
him for his Spirit. Bless him for his Fatherhood. Bless him that you are his
child. Bless him for what you have received. Bless him for what he has
promised to give. Bless him for the past, the present, and the future. Bless
him in every way, for everything, at al times, and in al places. Let al that
iswithin you bless his holy name. Go your way rejoicing. May his Spirit
help you so to do!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON - Romans 1:1-22.

HYMNSFROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK” -
103 (FIRST VERSION), 1032, 699.
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“He that walketh righteoudly, and speaketh uprightly, he that
despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil he shall dwell on high: his place
of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him;
his waters shall be sure.” — Isaiah 33:15, 16.

THERE were terrible times in Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah. The
Assyrian power was exceedingly formidable, and it was ferocious to the
last degree. Woe to the unhappy land which fell under the power of this
gpoiler. Assyria knew not the meaning of “mercy;” it came down “like a
wolf on the fold,” rending and devouring without pity. The armies of
Sennacherib were ravaging the kingdom of Judah, and they had brought it
into such a state that the prophet cried, “The earth mourneth and
languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down: Sharonislike a
wilderness, and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.” Before the
invaders the land was a garden, and behind them it was a desolate
wilderness. Yet the Lord had given a promise to his people in Jerusalem on
thiswise: “therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He
shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it
with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the
same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord.”
Notwithstanding Rabshakeh’ s blasphemous letter, and all hisfoul revilings,
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those who trusted in Jehovah were not dismayed; for the Lord had
promised to defend the city for his own name's sake.

There were godly men in the city, | fear they were not many, who rested
content with the sure promise of God, and went about their daily business
fedling perfectly safe. They would have felt secure if the whole land had
swarmed with Assyrians as the fields with locusts, for they believed the
word of the Lord. Their trust was in the living God, and therefore they
feared not the multitude of the enemy. But the whole of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem were not of this bravo order: the unholy were afraid, fearfulness
surprised the hypocrites. Their sin and their deceit made cowards of them.
They would al be destroyed, they would all perish by the Assyrians! Who
was to save them? What power could resist the conqueror of nations?
Where were the gods of Hamath and Arphad? The people of those cities
had trusted in their gods, and yet none of them had been delivered out of
the hand of the invader: how could Jehovah turn back the fierce tyrant now
that he had come upon the land like a flood?

The sinners and the hypocrites in the time of trial were discovered: the
sinners showed their fear, and the hypocrites manifested their unbelief.
They began to flee before they were pursued: they trembled though no
foeman could be seen from the walls. God in vengeance was come near to
the city, the land smoked with all-consuming fire, the flame of the Lord’s
indignation burned perpetually — how could these men hopeto livein
such times? Aswell hope to live amid devouring fires and everlasting
burnings. Alas, there are many who dwell among God' s people at this day,
and have a name and a place among them who are sinners and not saints,
hypocrites and not believers; and these will before long be discovered and
dismayed. While al goes well with the church of God you cannot separate
the vile from the precious, nor pluck up the tares from among the wheat,
nor cast out the bad fish from among the good, which are enclosed in the
same net. But trying times come, and days of adversity, and then the false
brethren are discerned. When persecution arises the hypocrites are
offended, when affliction rushes like a torrent the sand-founded houses fall;
and especially shall it be so when amid the terrors of the last tremendous
day every secret thing, shall be revealed, and hypocrites and sinners shall
appear in their true colors. Fearfulness will leap unexpectedly upon the
hypocrites to their intense surprise, for they will see how impossibleitis
for them to dwell with God and to abide his holy presence. Oh, dear
brethren, let us not be satisfied with being in Zion, or in the church; let us
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not rest till we are quite sure that we are not sinnersin it, that we are not
hypocritesin it: for, mark you, if our religion is not sanctifying and true it
will fail usin the hour of trid. If our confidence in God does not make us
calm and hopeful in the time of temptation and sorrow, what is the use of
it? Yet it is certain that no man shall find his profession to be of use to him
in testing times but he that istruein it, he that is thorough in it, he that is
neither a sinner nor a hypocrite in the sense in which those words are here
used. Safety in Zion belongs to those born in her by regeneration, reared in
her by sanctification, enfranchised in her by faith in the Son of God, settled
in her by fixed principles, confirmed in her by obedience to her laws, and
bound to her by intense lose of her king and her citizens. Such “shall dwell
on high” secure from danger, and only such: the aliens and foreigners
within her gates shall ere long be driven forth with shame.

We are going to look this morning at these favored people: first, to note
their character; secondly, to observe their security; and to finish, thirdly,
by stinting up all present to seek their felicity. Oh, for the aid of the Holy
Spirit all the sermon through!

| . First, let us NOTE THEIR CHARACTER.

They are described in part in the words of our text, but | am obliged to go
alittle further afield for one essential part of their character. The true
people of God who in the time of danger will be preserved are a people
who display a humble, patient, present faith in God. They reveal their
character in the second verse of the chapter before us when they pray- —
”O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm
every morning, our salvation aso in the time of trouble.” They humbly cry,
“O Lord, be gracious unto us.” They are a praying people, who make their
appeal to God under a sense of need: they are not fatalists for they pray,
neither are they self-sufficient for they seek help of God. They beseech the
Lord to bless them not according to their own merit, but according to his
grace. Though their outward life has been cleansed, and their hearts are
renewed, yet they do not imagine that they have any claim upon God, but
their appeal isto hisfree favor: “O Lord, be gracious unto us.” They are
not a people who think that God will be gracious necessarily, and that,
therefore, they need not pray for mercy, for they are found crying to him in
earnest prayer. They are, you see, atrustful people, who fedl that they have
need, and that their need can only be fulfilled by the sovereign grace of
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God, to whom they make supplication. Those who dwell on high with God
are always lovers of grace: it isthe top and bottom of their hope.

Furthermore, they are a waiting people: “We have waited for thee.” If the
Lord does not seem to hear their prayer at once, they neverthel ess expect
that he will do so; and, therefore, they wait expectantly. If at once they
have not all the comfort and joy they would desire, they tarry God's
pleasure, not rushing into sin to snatch a hasty rescue, nor running away at
the first rebuff and saying, “What profit is there if we wait upon him?”
Quite certain that the Lord does hear prayer, and that he waiteth to be
gracious, they hopefully abide histime, for his appointments are ever wise.

They are a people who have a present faith, which they exercise every clay,
saying, “Bethou their arm every morning!” They do not imagine that by
having trusted in God years ago they have obtained salvation, and therefore
may now live without faith, but they believe to-day as they believed from
the beginning of their Christian life, and so prove it true that “the just shall
live by hisfaith.” Every step they are depending, every morning they are
looking up to the hills whence cometh their help. These are the true people
of God, and the only people of God: — trusting, hoping, expecting, relying
and resting upon the Lord their God. The fear of the Lord is their treasure,
and they cry with exultation in the language of the twenty-second verse,
“The Lord isour judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he
will save us.” The description in our actua text is the portrait of their outer
life; but aliving faith is the secret basis and foundation of it all.

This being understood, our text gives a description of these people, setting
out their various features. It first describes their feet, or how they walk:
“He that walketh righteoudly.” Faith has an effect upon our entire
manhood. When a man believes, his faith affects every part of him; it
operates upon his actions, thoughts, wishes, and designs; and it affects both
his private and public life. One of the first evidences of atrue belief in God
isthat a man walks righteously. He tries to act rightly towards his God and
towards his fellow-men; and thus he is led to be devout before the Lord,
and upright among men. The rule of right is the rule for him; not policy,
nor the hope of gain, nor the desire to please, much less the lust of the flesh
and the pride of life. By the grace of God he labors above all things to walk
in the narrow way of true holiness. | avant you to notice this, because the
promise | am going to speak about belongs only to the people who answer
to this description; therefore, see you to it, that you do not take the
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comfort of the promise if you come not under the character to whom that
comfort is given. The man who does not walk righteously shall not dwell
on high; there shall be no place of defense for him. If we depart from the
ways of righteousness, and run in the paths of the wicked, we shall meet
with the same fate as they. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Where the grace of God
truly dwells, and aliving faith isin exercise, the man becomes righteous in
hiswalk and conversation, and his course is more and more conformed to
the will of the Lord. | deny that aman isabeliever in the Lord Jesusif he
remains a dishonest man; | deny that he has real faith in Jesus Christ if heis
rotten in heart, unjust in business, and untrue in life. He knows not Christ
who delightsin iniquity. So you see that the first description of this blessed
man who isto dwell on high is very searching, for it does not relate to his
profession, but to his walk and conversation from day to day. It is not talk,
but action that we have here. Here is no room for the fiction of formality,
al isfact, fact of daily life.

The next feature that is described is his tongue — " he speaketh uprightly.”
No description of aman’s character can be perfect which does not include
his speech. A man who lies, or who talks obscenely or profanely, is a bad
man! A man whose words are arrogant and boastful, cruel and slanderous,
unreliable and deceptive, unchaste and impure, is no child of God. The
grace of God very speedily sweetens a man’stongue, and if hisreligion
does not operate upon his speech surely it is not the religion of the pure
and holy God. “By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned.” If the tongue be set on fire oft hell the heart is not on
fire with grace from heaven. The doctor says, “Put out your tongue,” and
he judges the symptoms of health or disease thereby; assuredly, there is no
better test of the inward character than the condition of the tongue. “ Out
of thine own mouth will | judge thee” isafair decision. If, then, our lips do
not speak uprightly, that is, speak truthfully and justly, if our tongue is not
salted and sanctified by the grace of God, then we cannot claim any of the
privileges which are described in our text. God grant that we nay prove by
our conversation that the Lord has reweaved us in our inner man.

The next feature is the heart — " he that despiseth the gain of oppressions.”
Not only does he not oppress any man, nor wish to gain anything by
extortion or by grinding the faces of the poor, or by any act of
unrighteousness; but he thinks such gain as might be made in that fashion
to be utterly contemptible — he despisesit. He desires gain if it may come
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cleanly to him; prosperity is as welcome to him as to another man, for he
has his own needs and the needs of his household for which heis bound to
provide; but if any should say to him that there is gold to be gotten through
pinching the laborer in his wages, or through grasping by law that which is
not morally his own, he abhors the thought. He says of such gain, “I would
not win itif I could, I would not put such evil money amongst my honest
earnings; it would pollute all the rest of my substance.” A good man is
jealous lest he should seem to receive the wages of unrighteousness. He
desiresto receive his goods as blessings at the hands of God, and not to
win them as a spoil from the oppressed. A true Christian would not bring
into his house a thing over which he could not seek the blessing of God: he
would count it athing accursed like Achan’s wedge of gold. Many ways of
making money which are tolerated nowadays would be loathsome to a
right-minced men. Though unrighteous practices should promiseto fill his
house with silver and gold, he would not follow them; he could not sell his
Lord for pieces of silver. He despises the gain of oppression; it is asthe
mire of the streets to him, he looks down upon it with utter contempt. Dear
friends, it little matters what our outward life may be, or even what our
speech may be, if our heart is not affected by our religion. If grace only lies
skin-deep in thee, it has only saved thy skin, but not thy soul. Until grace
touches the mainspring, it has done nothing to purpose: the heart must
despise evil aswell asthe lips denounce it. Until the well-head is
sweetened, the streams are foul. Not only must | do right, but love right;
not only must | avoid wrong, but | must hate wrong; not only must | refuse
unrighteous gain, but | must utterly despise it. See, my brethren, how much
is needful ere any one of us can claim the choice blessings which are spread
before us in the second part of our text.

The portrait does not omit the hands, those important members of the
body — those prominent actors both for good and for evil. In Isaiah’s days
bribery was connected with every government office high and low; but the
good man “shaketh his hands from holding of bribes.” If money was
dipped into his hand before he was aware of it, he shook it off with
indignation. He would not take what was offered or keep what was given.
There is much of bribery abroad till; in indirect ways men are offered
advantages if they will wink at evil, or frown on good. Satan tempts young
and old with the old insinuation, “All these things will | give thee if thou
wilt fall down and worship me.” The Destroyer still makes merchandise of
souls. Oh, for grace to shake off every sort of bribe from our hands as men
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shake off dust from their feet with utter abhorrence when their indignation
isaroused. Clean hands are as needful as renewed hearts. If your hands
clutch the reward of a sinful trade, or a dishonest transaction, or if you
hold a profit by countenancing wrong, or forbearing from right, you are
not among the people whom the Lord has sworn to guard with his own
right hand.

Thus we have described the feet, the tongue, the heart, and the hand. Now
comes the ear, — "that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood.” Men who
delighted in war in olden time were apt to regale one another with their
cruel deeds, — whom they dew, and how they slew them: they rolled the
dainty morsels of cruelty under their tongues. In Hezekiah'stildes, |
warrant, tales were told blood-red with horror that would have made our
ears to tingle, and these were greedily listened to by those of a coarse
spirit; but the good man in Jerusalem would not hear them. When aman
boasted of having slain such an enemy the godly man said, “Go, tell your
tale somewhere else, lest | bring you before the judge. | will not hear of
your wicked doings; cannot endure your brutal talk.” He shut his ears, he
drew back from the discourse, it was sickening to him. Now it is not the
hearing of blood alone that you and | must avoid, but the hearing of
anything that is tainted, prurient, sceptical, depraving. This has much to do
with the health of a genuine Christian’s soul — that he puts an embargo
upon unclean conversation, counts it contraband, and will not allow it to
enter his soul by the gate of the ear. He wisely shuts the gate, lets down the
portcullis, and pulls up the drawbridge, so that no filthy communication
may come in by Ear-gate. The same sacred prudence prevents our reading
books which are corrupt, or false. As soon as we reach a page which has
an ill savor about it, we drop the volume and return it to its owner; or if it
isour own we cast it into the fire that it may do no harm to others. The
righteous man “ shutteth his ear.” He will not be interested in that which
cannot subserve his highest interest. He is not willing to be like the king in
the story, poisoned through the ear. He knows that an ill tale cannot injure
him if he never hears it, and therefore he denies his curiosity that he may
preserve his memory undefiled. He is deaf to news about which a good
man would be dumb. He has the blood upon his ear, to signify that his
Lord has bought him with a price in that member, aswell asin every other;
yea, his ear is bored to the doorpost of truth, that he may hear it, and it
only, with full intent of heart.
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The picture is complete when the eyes are mentioned — " he shutteth his
eyes from seeing evil.” He cannot help seeing, it as he goes along his
pilgrimage through life, but he seeks not such a sight, and as much as he
can he avoids it. He takes no pleasure in the most brilliant displays of folly.
Vain pomps and glories charm him not. He does not seek his amusement in
gazing upon bedizened wickedness. If there be aturmoil in the street heis
not the man that will be called as awitnessto it, for he discreetly walks the
other way, leaving off strife before it be meddied with. He is one that does
not leap into the ditch in the hope that he may come out of it without being
covered with mire, but he chooses the clean path and keeps out of harm’s
way. When others crave to see life, he judges such life to be death, and
pursues a nobler path. He wishes to see only that which is good, and true,
and helpful to ills progress to heaven. Opened eyes and ears are good, but
sometimes closed eyes and stopped ears are better. Y ou know the old
classic story of how Ulysses caused his sailors to pass the rocks of the
Sirensin safety. The sweet enchanting song of the fatal sisters would have
fascinated the mariners, and drawn them upon the rocks, and so the crafty
Ulysses sedled the ears of al his mariners with wax, lest the sweet deluders
should destroy them.

“Then every ear | barr’'d against the strain,
And from access of frenzy lock’d the brain.”

To be blind and deaf and dumb in some places would be far better than to
hear and see and speak to our own condemnation: better infinitely to enter
into life halt or blind or deaf, than, having all our powers, to use them to
sinful purposes, and fall into hell fire at last.

Shortly, the text means just this, that a true believer is a man who has
himself well in hand, having mastery over his whole manhood. He has a bit
in the mouth of al the steeds which draw the chariot of life, and he holds
them under due control. He will not let his ear or his eye delude his fancy,
nor hisfoot or hand deface his conduct, nor his heart or tongue betray his
spirit: he will have nought to do with evil, he has no fellowship with it, his
spirit is redeemed, regenerated, renewed. He will not be flattered into
pride, nor bri