
Outline of Louis Berkhof's Systematic Theology 

R. Scott Clark 

Associate Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology 

 

  

September, 2001 

PROLEGOMENA 

I. Names Applied to the Systematic Presentation of Theology 

II. The Nature of Dogmas 

A. The Name "Dogma": 

1. Derivation and Meaning of the Term  

2. The Biblical Use of the Word  

3. Various Uses of the Term in Theology  

B. The Formal Characteristics of Dogmas  

1. Their Subject-Matter is Derived from Scripture  

2. They are the Fruit of Dogmatic Reflection  

3. They are Officially Defined by Some Competent 
Ecclesiastical Body  

C. The Necessity of Dogmas:  

1. Causes of Present Day Opposition to Dogmas  

2. Dogmas Essential to Christianity  

D. The Elements Involved in Dogmas:  

1. The Social Element  

2. The Traditional Element 
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3. The Element of Authority  

III. The Idea of Dogmatic Theology  

A. The Relation of Dogmas to Dogmatics  

1. Dogmas Arise out of the Necessity of the 
Believing Community  

2. Theology May and Has Frequently Served as an Auxiliary in the Formation of 
Dogmas  

3. Dogmatic Theology Finds the Nucleus of its Subject-Matter in the Dogmas of 
the Church  

B. The Object of Dogmatic Theology  

1. The Conception of the Object of Dogmatic Theology in the Early Church  

2. The Development of a New Conception in Modern Subjective Theology  

3. Recognition of the Objective Character of Dogmatic Theology in Recent Times 

C. Theology as Science  

1. The Scientific Character of Theology Denied  

2. The Possibility of Maintaining the Scientific Character of Theology  

D. The Encyclopedic Place of Dogmatics:  

1. The Group of Studies to Which it Belongs  

2. The Relation of Dogmatics to Apologetics  

3. The Relation of Dogmatics to Ethics  

IV. The Task, Method and Distribution of Dogmatics:  

A. The Task of Dogmatics  

1. Modern Conceptions of the Task of Dogmatics  

2. The Reformed Conception of the Task of Dogmatics  

B. The Method of Dogmatics  

1. Various Views as to the Source from Which the Content of Dogmatics is 
Derived  

2. The Manner in Which the Material is Secured and Treated  

C. Distribution of the Material of Dogmatics
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1. The Trinitarian Method  

2. The Analytical Method  

3. The Covenantal Method  

4. The Christological Method  

5. The Method Based on the Kingdom Idea  

6. The Synthetic Method  

V. History of Dogmatics:  

A. The Period of the Old Catholic Church  

1. Origen's Peri Archon.  

2. Augustine's Enchiridion...  

3. John of Damascus' Ekdosis...  

B. The Period of the Middle Ages  

1. The Works of Anselm  

2. The Sentences  

3. Alexander of Hales' Summa  

4. Thomas' Summa  

C. The Period of the Reformation  

1. Melanchthon's Loci Communes  

2. Zwingli's Commentarius de vera et falsa religione  

3. Calvin's Institutio Christinae Religionis  

D. The Period of Protestant Scholasticism  

1. Dogmatical Study Among the Lutherans  

2. Dogmatical Study Among the Reformed  

3. Dogmatical Study Among the Roman Catholics  

E. The Period of Rationalism and Supernaturalism  

1. Pietist Dogmatics  

2. Rationalistic Dogmatics 

Página 3 de 22Outline of Louis Berkhof's Systematic Theology

18/08/2003http://public.csusm.edu/public/guests/rsclark/Berkhof_Outline.html



3. Supernaturalist Dogmatics  

F. The Period of Modern Theology  

1. Schleiermacher and his School  

2. The Speculative School  

3. The neo-Lutheran School  

4. The Mediating School  

5. The School of Ritschl  

6. Reformed Theology  

THE PRINCIPIA OF DOGMATICS 

I. Principia in General  

A. Principia in Non-Theological Sciences  

1. Definition of Principium  

2. Definition of the non-Theological Sciences  

B. Principia in Religion or Theology  

1. God is the Principium Essendi  

2. The Principium Cognoscendi Externum is God's Special Revelation  

3. The Principium Cognoscendi Internum is Faith  

II. Religion  

A. The Essence of Religion  

1. The derivation of the word "religion"  

2. Scriptural terms for religion  

3. Historical conceptions of the essence of religion  

B. The Seat of Religion  

1. Its seat in the intellect  

2. Its seat in the will  

3. Its seat in the feelings  

4. Its seat in the heart 
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C. The Origin of Religion  

1. The historical method  

2. The Psychological Method  

3. The Theological Method  

III. The Principia Cognoscendi Externum (Revelation)  

A. Name and Concept of Revelation  

1. Connection between religion and revelation  

2. The general idea of revelation  

3. Historical conceptions of revelation  

4. The idea of revelation in Modern theology  

5. The proper conception of the nature of revelation  

6. Distinctions applied to the idea of revelation  

B. General Revelation  

1. The value and significance of general revelation  

2. The insufficiency of general revelation  

C. Special Revelation  

1. The scriptural idea of revelation  

2. The means of special revelation  

3. The contents of special revelation  

4. The purpose of special revelation  

D. Special Revelation and Scripture  

1. Historical views of the relations between the two  

2. The Reformed conception of the relations between the two  

IV. The Inspiration of Scripture  

A. The Doctrine of Inspiration in History  

1. Before the Reformation  

2. After the Reformation 
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B. Scriptural Proof for the Inspiration of the Bible  

1. Proofs for the inspiration of the secondary authors of Scripture considered apart 
from their writing  

2. Proofs for the inspiration of the secondary authors in writing the books of the 
Bible  

C. Nature and Extent of Inspiration  

1. The nature of inspiration  

2. The extent of inspiration  

D. Attempts to Discredit the Doctrine of Inspiration  

1. They who defend it are reasoning in a circle  

2. Jesus did not teach the doctrine of inspiration  

3. The phenomena of Scripture contradict the doctrine  

4. The doctrine applies only to the autographa and is therefore impractical  

E. Objections to the Doctrine of Inspiration  

1. The general nature of the objections  

2. General remarks on the objections  

F. The Perfections of Scripture  

1. The divine authority of Scripture  

2. The necessity of Scripture  

3. The perspicuity of Scripture  

4. The sufficiency of Scripture  

V. Principium Cognoscendi Internum  

A. The Human Understanding  

1. Historical statement of this position  

2. Evaluation  

B. Speculative Reason  

1. Historical statement of this position  

2. Evaluation  
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C. Devout Feeling or Religious Intuition  

1. Historical statement of this position  

2. Evaluation  

D. The Moral Consciousness  

1. Historical statement of this position  

2. Evaluation  

E. Faith or the Proper Principium Internum  

1. The name of the principium cognoscendi internum  

2. Distinctive nature of the knowledge of faith  

F. The Ground of Faith  

1. The doctrine of the testimonium Spiritus Sancti in the church  

2. Mistaken notions of the testimonium  

3. Correction view of the testimonium  

Part One: Doctrine of God 

[SECTION 1: THE BEING OF GOD] 

I. The Existence of God  

A. The Place of the Doctrine of God in Dogmatics  

B. The Scriptural Proof for the Existence of God  

C. The Denial of God's Existence  

D. The So-Called Rational Proofs  

II. The Knowability of God  

A. God Incomprehensible but Knowable  

B. Denial of God's Knowability  

C. Self-Revelation the Prerequisite of all Knowledge of God  

III. Relation of the Being and Attributes of God  

A. The Being of God  

B. The Possibility of Knowing the Being of God
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C. The Being of God Revealed in His Attributes  

IV. The Names of God  

A. The Names of God in General  

B. The Old Testament Names  

C. The New Testament Names  

V. The Attributes of God in General  

A. Evaluation of the Terms Used  

B. Method of Determining God's Attributes  

C. Suggested Divisions of the Attributes  

VI. The Incommunicable Attributes  

A. God's Self-Existence  

B. God's Immutability  

C. God's Infinity  

D. God's Unity  

VII. The Communicable Attributes  

A. God's Spirituality  

B. Intellectual Attributes  

C. The Moral Attributes.  

D. The Attributes of Sovereignty  

VIII. The Holy Trinity  

A. The Doctrine of the Trinity in History  

B. God as Trinity in Unity  

C. The Three Persons Considered Separately  

[SECTION 2: THE WORKS OF GOD] 

I. The Divine Decrees in General  

A. The Doctrine of the Decrees in Theology  

B. The Scriptural Names for the Divine Decrees
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C. The Nature of the Divine Decrees  

D. The Characteristics of the Decrees  

E. Objections to the Doctrine of the Decrees  

II. Predestination  

A. The Doctrine of Predestination in History  

B. Scriptural Terms for Predestination  

C. The Author and Objects of Predestination  

D. The Parts of Predestination  

E. Supra and Infralapsarianism  

III. Creation in General  

A. The Doctrine of Creation in History  

B. Scriptural Proof  

C. The Idea of Creation  

D. Divergent Theories Respecting Origins  

IV. Creation of the Spiritual World  

A. The Doctrine Angels in History  

B. The Existence of Angels  

C. The Nature of Angels  

D. The Number and Organization of the Angels  

E. The Service of the Angels  

F. The Evil Angels  

V. Creation of the Material World  

A .The Scriptural Account  

B. The Hexaemeron  

VI. Providence  

A. Providence in General  

B. Preservation  
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C. Concurrence  

D. Government  

E. Extraordinary Providences or Miracles  

Part Two: The Doctrine of Man in Relation to God 

MAN IN HIS ORIGINAL STATE 

I. The Origin of Man  

A. The Doctrine of Man in Dogmatics  

B. Scriptural Account of the Origin of Man  

C. The Evolutionary Theory of the Origin of Man  

D. The Origin of Man and the Unity of the Race  

II. The Constitutional Nature of Man:  

A. The Constituent Elements of Human Nature  

B. The Origin of the Soul in the Individual  

III. Man as the Image of God:  

A. Historical Views of the Image of God in Man  

B. Scriptural Data Respecting the Image of God in Man  

C. Man as the Image of God  

D. The Original Condition of Man as the Image of God  

IV. Man in the Covenant of Works:  

A. The Doctrine of the Covenant of Works in History  

B. The Scriptural Foundation for the Doctrine of the Covenant of Works  

C. Elements of the Covenant of Works  

D. The Present Status of the Covenant of Works  

MAN IN THE STATE OF SIN 

I. The Origin of Sin:  

A. Historical Views Respecting the Origin of Sin  

B. Scriptural Data Respecting the Origin of Sin
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C. The Nature of the First Sin or the Fall of Man  

D. The First Sin or the Fall as Occasioned by Temptation  

E. The Evolutionary Explanation of the Origin of Sin  

F. The Results of the First Sin  

II. The Essential Character of Sin:  

A. Philosophic Theories Respecting the Nature of Evil  

B. The Scriptural Idea of Sin  

C. The Pelagian View of Sin  

D. The Roman Catholic View of Sin  

III. The Transmission of Sin:  

A. Historical Review  

B. The Universality of Sin  

C. The Connection of Adam's Sin with that of the Race  

IV. Sin in the Life of the Human Race:  

A. Original Sin  

B. Actual Sin  

V. The Punishment of Sin:  

A. Natural and Positive Penalties  

B. Nature and Purpose of Punishments  

C The Actual Penalty of Sin  

MAN IN THE COVENANT OF GRACE 

I. Name and Concept of the Covenant:  

A. The Name  

B. The Concept  

II. The Covenant of Redemption:  

A. Separate Discussion of this Desirable  

B. Scriptural Data for the Covenant of Redemption
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C. The Son in the Covenant of Redemption  

D. Requirements and Promises in the Covenant of Redemption  

E. Relation of this Covenant to the Covenant of Grace  

III. Nature of the Covenant of Grace:  

A. Comparison of the Covenant of Grace and the Covenant of Works  

B. The Contracting Parties  

C. The Contents of the Covenant of Grace  

D. The Characteristics of the Covenant of Grace  

E. The Relation of Christ to the Covenant of Grace  

IV. The Dual Aspect of the Covenant:  

A. An External and an Internal Covenant  

B. The Essence and Administration of the Covenant  

C. A Conditional and an Absolute Covenant  

D. The Covenant as a Purely Legal Relationship and as a Communion of Life  

E. Membership in the Covenant as a Legal Relationship  

V. The Different Dispensations of the Covenant:  

A. The Proper Conception of the Different Dispensations  

B. The Old Testament Dispensation  

C. The New Testament Dispensation  

Part Three: The Doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ 

THE PERSON OF CHRIST 

I. The Doctrine of Christ in History:  

A. The Relation Between Anthropology and Christology  

B. The Doctrine of Christ Before the Reformation  

C. The Doctrine of Christ After the Reformation  

II. The Names and Natures of Christ:  

A. The Names of Christ  
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B. The Natures of Christ  

III. The Unipersonality of Christ:  

A. Statement of the Church's View Respecting the Person of Christ  

B. Scriptural Proof for the Unipersonality of Christ  

C. The Effects of the Union of the Two Natures in One Person  

D. The Unipersonality of Christ a Mystery  

E. The Lutheran Doctrine of the Communication of Attributes  

F. The Kenosis Doctrine in its Various Forms  

G. The Theory of Gradual Incarnation  

THE STATES OF CHRIST 

I. The State of Humiliation  

A. The Doctrine of the States of Christ in General  

B. The State of Humiliation  

1. The Incarnation and Birth of Christ  

2. The Sufferings of the Saviour  

3. The Death of the Saviour  

4. The Burial of the Saviour  

5. The Saviour's Descent Into Hades  

II. The State of Exaltation  

A. General Remarks on the State of Exaltation  

B. The Stages of the State of Exaltation:  

1. The Resurrection  

2. The Ascension  

3. The Session at the Right Hand of God  

4. The Physical Return of Christ  

THE OFFICES OF CHRIST 

I. Introduction: The Prophetic Office:
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A. The Idea of the Offices in History  

B. The Prophetic Office  

II. The Priestly Office:  

A. The Scriptural Idea of a Priest  

B. The Sacrificial Work of Christ  

III. The Cause and Necessity of the Atonement:  

A. The Moving Cause of the Atonement  

B. Historical Views Respecting the Necessity of the Atonement  

C. Proofs for the Necessity of the Atonement  

D. Objections to the Doctrine of the Absolute Necessity of the Atonement.  

IV. The Nature of the Atonement:  

A. Statement of the Penal Substitutionary Doctrine of the Atonement:  

1. The Atonement is Objective  

2. It is a Vicarious Atonement  

3. It includes Christ's Active and Passive Obedience  

B. Objections to the Satisfaction or Penal Substitutionary Doctrine of the 
Atonement  

V. Divergent Theories of the Atonement:  

A. Theories of the Early Church  

B. The Satisfaction Theory of Anselm.  

C. The Moral influence Theory  

D. The Example Theory  

E. The Governmental Theory  

F. The Mystical Theory  

G. The Theory of Vicarious Repentance  

VI. The Purpose and Extent of the Atonement:  

A. The Purpose of the Atonement
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B. The Extent of the Atonement  

VII. The Intercessory Work of Christ:  

A. Scriptural Proof for the Intercessory Work of Christ  

B. The Nature of Christ's Intercessory Work  

C The Persons for Whom and the Things for Which He Intercedes  

D. The. Characteristics of His Intercession  

VIII. The Kingly Office:  

A. The. Spiritual Kingship of Christ  

B. The Kingship of Christ over the Universe  

Part Four: The Doctrine of the Application of the Work of Redemption 

I. Soteriology in General:  

A. Connection between Soteriology and the Preceding Loci  

B. The Ordo Salutis  

II. The Operation of the Holy Spirit in General:  

A. Transition to the Work of The Holy Spirit  

B. General and Special Operations of the Holy Spirit  

C. The Holy Spirit as the Dispenser of Divine Grace  

III. Common Grace:  

A. Origin of the Doctrine of Common Grace  

B. Name and Concept of Common Grace  

C. Common Grace and the Atoning Work of Christ  

D. The Relation Between Special and Common Grace  

E. The Means by which Common Grace Operates  

F. The Fruits of Common Grace  

G. Objections to the Reformed Doctrine of Common Grace  

IV. The Mystical Union:  

A. Nature of the Mystical Union
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B. Characteristics of the Mystical Union  

C. Erroneous, Conceptions of the Mystical Union  

D. The Significance of the Mystical Union  

V. Calling in General and External Calling:  

A. Reasons for Discussing Calling First  

B. Calling in General  

C. External Calling  

VI. Regeneration and Effectual Calling:  

A. The Scriptural Terms for Regeneration and Their Implication  

B. The Use of the Term "Regeneration" in Theology  

C. The Essential Nature of Regeneration  

D. Effectual Calling in Relation to External Calling and Regeneration.  

E. The Necessity of Regeneration  

F. The Efficient Cause of Regeneration  

G. The Use of the Word of God as an Instrument in Regeneration  

H. Divergent Views of Regeneration  

VII Conversion:  

A. The Scriptural Terms for Conversion  

B. The Biblical Idea of Conversion. Definition  

C. The Characteristics of Conversion  

D. The Different Elements in Conversion  

E. The Psychology of Conversion  

F. The Author of Conversion  

G. The Necessity of Conversion  

H. Relation of Conversion to Other Stages of the Saving Process  

VIII. Faith:  

A. Scriptural Terms for Faith
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B. Figurative Expressions Used to Describe the Activity of Faith  

C. The Doctrine of Faith in History  

D. The Idea of Faith in Scripture  

E. Faith in General  

F. Faith in the Religious Sense and Particularly Saving Faith  

G. Faith and Assurance  

H. The Roman Catholic Conception of Faith  

IX. Justification:  

A. The Scriptural Terms for Justification and Their Meaning  

B. The Doctrine of Justification in History  

C. The Nature and Characteristics of Justification  

D. The Elements of Justification  

E. The Sphere in Which Justification Occurs  

F. The Time of Justification  

G. The Ground of Justification  

H. Objections to the Doctrine of Justification  

I. Divergent Views of Justification  

X. Sanctification:  

A. The Scriptural Terms for Sanctification and Holiness  

B. The Doctrine of Sanctification in History  

C. The Biblical Idea of Holiness and Sanctification  

D. The Nature of Sanctification  

E. The Characteristics of Sanctification  

F. The Author and Means of Sanctification  

G. Relation of Sanctification to Other Stages of the Ordo Salutis  

H. The Imperfect Character of Sanctification in This Life  

I. Sanctification and Good Works
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XI. Perseverance of the Saints:  

A. The Doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints in History  

B. Statement of the Doctrine of Perseverance  

C. Proof for the Doctrine of Perseverance  

D. Objections to the Doctrine of Perseverance  

E. The Denial of this Doctrine Makes Salvation Dependent on Man's Will.  

Part Five: The Doctrine of the Church and the Means of Grace 

THE CHURCH 

I. Scriptural Names of the Church and the Doctrine of the Church in History:  

A. Scriptural Names of the Church  

B. The Doctrine of the Church in History  

II. Nature of the Church:  

A. The Essence of the Church  

B. The Many-Sided Character of the Church  

C. Various Definitions of the Church  

D. The Church and the Kingdom of God  

E. The Church in the Different Dispensations  

F. The Attributes of the Church  

G. The Marks of the Church  

III. The Government of the Church:  

A. Different Theories Respecting the Origin of the Church  

B. The Fundamental Principles of the Reformed or Presbyterian System.  

C. The Officers of the Church  

D. The Ecclesiastical Assemblies  

IV. The Power of the Church:  

A. The Source of Church Power  

B. The Nature of This Power
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C. Different Kinds of Church Power  

THE MEANS OF GRACE 

I. The Means of Grace in General:  

A. The Idea of the Means of Grace  

B. Characteristics of the Word and the Sacraments as Means of Grace  

C. Historical Views Respecting the Means of Grace  

D. Characteristic Elements in the Reformed Doctrine of the Means of Grace.  

II. The Word as a Means of Grace  

A. Meaning of the Term "Word" in This Connection  

B. The Relation of the Word to the Holy Spirit  

C. The Two Parts of the Word of God Considered as a Means of Grace  

D. The Threefold Use of the Law.  

III. The Sacraments in General:  

A. Relation Between the Word and the Sacraments  

B. Origin and Meaning of the Word "Sacrament"  

C. The Component Parts of the Sacraments  

D. The Necessity of the Sacraments  

E. The Old and New Testament Sacraments Compared  

F. The Number of the Sacraments  

IV. Christian Baptism:  

A. Analogies of Christian Baptism  

B. The Institution of Christian Baptism  

C. The Doctrine of Baptism in History  

D. The Proper Mode of Baptism  

E. The Lawful Administrators of Baptism  

F. The Proper Subjects of Baptism  

V. The Lord's Supper:  
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A. Analogies of the Lord's Supper  

B. The Doctrine of the Lord's Supper in History  

C. Scriptural Names for the Lord's Supper  

D. Institution of the Lord's Supper  

E. The Things Signified and Sealed in the Lord's Supper  

F. The Sacramental Union or the Question of the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Lord's Supper  

G. The Lord's Supper as a Means of Grace or Its Efficacy  

H. The Persons for Whom the Lord's Supper is Instituted  

Part Six: The Doctrine of Last Things 

INDIVIDUAL ESCHATOLOGY 

I. Introductory Chapter  

A. Eschatology in Philosophy and Religion  

B. Eschatology in the History of the Christian Church  

C. The Relation of Eschatology to the Rest of Dogmatics  

D. The Name "Eschatology  

E. The Contents of Eschatology: General and Individual Eschatology  

II. Physical Death:  

A. The Nature of Physical Death  

B. The Connection of Sin and Death  

C. The Significance of the Death of Believers  

III. The Immortality of the Soul:  

A. Different Connotations of the Term "Immortality  

B. Testimony of General Revelation to the Immortality of the Soul  

C. Testimony of Special Revelation to the Immortality of the Soul  

D. Objections to the Doctrine of Personal Immortality and Modern Substitutes for 
it  

IV. The Intermediate State:  
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A. The Scriptural View of the Intermediate State  

B. The Doctrine of the Intermediate State in History  

C. The Modern Construction of the Doctrine of Sheol-Hades  

D. The Roman Catholic Doctrine Respecting the Abode of the Soul After Death  

E. The State of the Soul After Death One of Conscious Existence  

F. The Intermediate State Not a State of Further Probation  

GENERAL ESCHATOLOGY 

I. The Second Coming of Christ:  

A. The Second Coming a Single Event  

B. Great Events Preceding the Parousia  

C. The Parousia or the Second Coming Itself  

II. Millennial Views:  

A. Premillennialism  

1. The Premillennialism of the past  

2. The Premillennialism of the present  

3. Objections to Premillennialism  

B. Postmillennialism  

1. Different forms of Postmillennialism,  

2. Objections to Postmillennialism  

III. The Resurrection of the Dead:  

A. The Doctrine of the Resurrection in History  

B. Scriptural Proof for the Resurrection  

C. The Nature of the Resurrection  

D. The Time of the Resurrection  

IV. The Final Judgment:  

A. The Doctrine of the Last Judgment in History  

B. The Nature of the Final Judgment
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C. Erroneous Views Respecting the Judgment  

D. The Judge and His Assistants  

E. The Parties that will be Judged  

F. The Time of the Judgment  

G. The Standard of Judgment  

H. The Different Parts of the Judgment  

V. The Final State:  

A. The Final State of the Wicked  

B. The Final State of the Righteous
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