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Part 1: Introduction

Chapter I: Religion

1. The Nature of Religion.The Bible informs us that man was created in tiage of
God. When he fell in sin, he did not entirely cetsbe the image-bearer of the Most
High. The seed of religion is still present inrakkn, though their sinful nature constantly
reacts against it. Missionaries testify to the eneg of religion in some form or other
among all the nations and tribes of the eartts tinie of the greatest blessings of
mankind, though many denounce it as a curse. Ngtdwes it touch the deepest springs
of man'’s life, but it also controls his thoughtsl &elings and desires.

But just what is religion? It is only by the studfythe Word of God that we can learn to
know the nature of true religion. The word 'religics derived from the Latin and not
from any word that is found in the original HebremGreek of the Bible. It is found only
four times in our translation of the Bible, Gall8; 14; Jas. 1:26, 27. The Old Testament
defines religion as the fear of the Lord. This fisamot a feeling of dread, but of reverent
regard for God akin to awe, but coupled with lond aonfidence. It is the response of
the Old Testament believers to the revelation eflélw. In the New Testament religion is
a response to the gospel rather than to the ladvassumes the form of faith and
godliness.

In the light of Scripture we learn to understanat tieligion is a relation in which man
stands to God, a relation in which man is conscaube absolute majesty and infinite
power of God and of his own utter insignificance atsolute helplessness. It may be
defined as a conscious and voluntary relationshipdd, which expresses itself in
grateful worship and loving service. The mannethcf religious worship and service is
not left to the arbitrary will of man, but is detgned by God.

2. The Seat of ReligionThere are several wrong views respecting thedfeatigion in
man. Some think of religion primarily as a sorkabwledge, and locate it in the
intellect. Others regard it as a kind of immediating of God, and find its seat in the
feelings. And still others hold that it consistssnof all in moral activity, and refer it to
the will. However, all these views are one-sided eontrary to Scripture, which teaches
us that religion is a matter of the heart. In Scrig psychology the heart is the central
organ of the soul. Out of it are all the issuelfef thoughts, feelings, and desires, Prov.
4:28. Religion involves the whole man, his intefied, his emotional, and his moral life.
This is the only view that does justice to the natf religion.

3. The Origin of Religion. Particular attention was devoted during the ldist years to
the problem of the origin of religion. Repeate@iapts were made to give a natural
explanation of it, but without success. Some spadkeas an invention of cunning and
deceptive priests, who regarded it as an easy safin@venue; but this explanation is
entirely discredited now. Others held that it begeth the worship of lifeless objects

Page:3 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

(fetishes), or with the worship of spirits, posgithie spirits of forefathers. But this is no
explanation, since the question remains, How dapfeeever hit upon the idea of
worshiping lifeless or living objects? Still othexgre of the opinion that religion
originated in nature-worship, that is, the worsbiiphe marvels and powers of nature, or
in the widespread practice of magic. But theserikea@o not explain any more than the
others how non-religious man ever became religidbsy all start out with a man who is
already religious.

The Bible gives the only reliable account of thigiorof religion. It informs us of the
existence of God, the only object worthy of religgovorship €28 . Moreover, it comes to
us with the assurance that God, whom man couldrriéseover with his natural powers,
revealed Himself in nature and, more especiallyji;divine Word, demands the
worship and service of man, and also determinews/thiehip and service that is well-
pleasing to Him. And, finally, it teaches us thatdXreated man in His own image, and
thus endowed him with a capacity to understand tamdspond to, this revelation, and
engendered in him a natural urge to seek commumittnGod and to glorify Him.

To memorize.Scripture passages bearing on:

a. The Nature of Religion:

Deut. 10:12, 18. "And now, Israel, what doth Jeliotrey God require of thee, but to fear
Jehovah thy God, to walk in all His ways, and teelélim, and to serve Jehovah thy God
with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to kedyetcommandments of Jehovah, and His

statutes, which | command thee this day for thydgbo

Ps. 111:10. "The fear of Jehovah is the beginnfngigdom; a good understanding have
all they that do His commandments: His praise esitiuior ever."

Eccl. 12:13. "Fear God and keep His commandmeaoitshfs is the whole duty of man."”
John 6:29. "This is the work of 'God, that ye betien Him whom He hath sent.”

Acts 16:31. "And they said, Believe on the Lordu¥esnd thou shalt be saved, thou and
thy house."

b. The Seat of Religion.

Ps. 61:10. "Create in me a clean heart, 0 Godremelw a right spirit within me." Also
vs. 17. "The sacrifices of God are a broken sgrtiyoken and a contrite heart, 0 God,
thou wilt not despise."

Prov. 4:28. "Keep thy heart with all diligence; fmst of it are the issues of life."

Matt. 6:8. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for thlegll see God."
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C. The Origin of Religion.

Gen. 1:27. "And God created man in His own imagéhé image of God created He
him."

Deut. 4:18. "And He declared unto you His covenatiich He commanded you to
perform, even the ten commandments.”

Ezek. 37:26. "A new heart also will | give you, aadew spirit will | put within you; and
| will take away the stony heart out of your fleahd | will give you a heart of flesh.”

For Further Study of Scripture.

a. What elements of true religion are indicatethanfollowing passages: Deut. 10:12;
Eccl. 12:13; Hos. 6:6; Micah 6:8; Mark 12:33; J&h86; 6:29; Acts 6:31; Rom. 12:1;
13:10; Jas. 1:27.

b. What forms of false religion are indicated ie following passages: Ps. 78:35, 36; Isa.
1:11-17; 58:1-5; Ezek. 33:31, 32; Matt. 6:2, 5;17:26, 27; 23:14; Luke 6:2; 13:14; Gal.
4:10; Col. 2:20; Il Tim. 3:5; Tit. 1:16; Jas. 2:15; 3:10.

c. Name six instances of true religion. Gen. 4:4:81-8; 15:17; 18:22-33; Ex. 3:2-22;
Deut. 32:33; 1l Kings 18:3-7; 19:14-19; Dan. 6:4-RPRke 2:25-35; 2:36, 37; 7:1-10; Il
Tim. 1:5.

Questions for Review

. Is religion limited to certain tribes and nas@n

. How can we learn to know the real nature of teligion?

. What terms are used in the Old and New Testatoeatdgscribe religion?
. How would you define religion?

. What mistaken notions are there as to the $eatigion in man?

. What is the center of the religions life accogdio Scripture?

. What different explanations have been givernefdrigin of religion?

. What is the only satisfactory explanation?

O~NO U, WN B

Chapter 2: Revelation

1. Revelation in General.The discussion of religion naturally leads onhat tof
revelation as its origin. If God had not revealathstlf, religion would have been
impossible. Man could not possibly have had anykedge of God, if God had not
made Himself known. Left to himself, he would nelaare discovered God. We
distinguish between God's revelation in nature ldisdrevelation in Scripture.

Atheists and Agnostics, of course, do not believesvelation. Pantheists sometimes
speak of it, though there is really no place fan itheir system of thought. And Deists
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admit the revelation of God in nature, but denyrbeessity, the reality, and even the
possibility of any special revelation such as weehia Scripture. We believe in both
general and special revelation.

2. General RevelationThe general revelation of God is prior to His saleevelation in
point of time. It does not come to man in the fahverbal communications, but in the
facts, the forces, and the laws of nature, in tivestitution and operation of the human
mind, and in the facts of experience and histohe Bible refers to it in such passages as
Ps. 19:1, 2; Rom. 1:19, 20; 2:14, 15.

a. Insufficiency of general revelation. While Peadang, Rationalists, and Deists
regard this revelation as adequate for our presseds, Roman Catholics and
Protestants are agreed that it is not sufficigmtials obscured by the blight of sin
resting on God's beautiful creation. The handwgith the Creator was not
entirely erased, but became hazy and indistinciods not now convey any fully
reliable knowledge of God and spiritual things, #merefore does not furnish us a
trustworthy foundation on which we can build for @ternal future. The present
religious confusion of those who would base theligion on a purely natural
basis clearly proves its insufficiency. It does ee¢n afford an adequate basis for
religion in general, much less for true religiowel gentile nations appeal to
some supposed special revelation. And, finallyiteerly fails to meet the spiritual
needs of sinners. While it conveys some knowleddkeogoodness, the wisdom,
and the power of God, it conveys no knowledge wheatef Christ as the only
way of salvation.

b. Value of general revelation. This does not mbéamever, that general
revelation has no value at all. It accounts fortthe elements that are still found
in heathen religions. Due to this revelation gestileel themselves to be the
offspring of God, Acts 17:28, seek after God if lyapey might find Him, Acts
17:27, see in nature God's everlasting power avidityi, Rom. 1:19, 20, and do
by nature the things of the law, Rom. 2:14. Thotlgy live in the darkness of sin
and ignorance, and pervert the truth of God, thidyskare in the illumination of
the Word, John 1:9, and in the general operatidtiseoHoly Spirit, Gen. 6:3.
Moreover, the general revelation of God also fotinesbackground for His
special revelation. The latter could not be fulhdarstood without the former.
Science and history do not fail to illumine the eagf the Bible.

3. Special Revelationln addition to the revelation of God in nature lneare His special
revelation which is now embodied in Scripture. Hikle is preeminently the book of
God's special revelation, a revelation in whichdand words go hand in hand, the
words interpreting the facts and the facts givinlgstance to the words.

a. Necessity of special revelation. This speciatlaion became necessary
through the entrance of sin into the world. Godisdwriting in nature was
obscured and corrupted, and man was stricken ithusal blindness, became
subject to error and unbelief, and now in his bless and perverseness fails to
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read aright even the remaining traces of the aaigievelation, and is unable to
understand any further revelation of God. Therefobecame necessary that God
should re-interpret the truths of nature, shoutw/jate a new revelation of
redemption, and should illumine the mind of man esdkem it from the power

of error.

b. Means of special revelation. In giving His spéor supernatural revelation
God used different kinds of means, such as

(1) Theophanies or visible manifestations of God.reivealed His
presence in fire and clouds of smoke, Ex. 8:2;:33<9 78:14; 99:7; in
stormy winds, Job 38:1; Ps .18:10-16, and in & sthall voice," | Kings
19:12. These were all tokens of His presence, tenggsomething of His
glory. Among the Old Testament appearances thodeokngel of
Jehovah, the second Person of the Trinity, occupipminent place,
Gen. 16:13; 31:11; Ex. 23:20-23; Mal. 3:1. The lefipoint of the
personal appearance of God among men was reachieelimcarnation of
Jesus Christ. In Him the Word became flesh andtaloée among us,
John 1:14.

(2) Direct communications. Sometimes God spokeda m an audible
voice, as He did to Moses and the children of Isideut. 5:4, and
sometimes He suggested His messages to the prdaphetsinternal
operation of the Holy Spirit, | Pet. 1:11. Moreoviee revealed Himself in
dreams and visions, and by means of Urim and Thummum. 12:6;
27:21; Isa. 6. And in the New Testament Christ appas the great
Teacher sent from God to reveal the Father's anlt] through His Spirit
the apostles become the organs of further revelgtitohn 14:26; | Cor.
2:12,13; 1 Thess. 2:13.

(3) Miracles. The miracles of the Bible should relve regarded as mere
marvels which fill men with amazement, but as eakparts of God's
special revelation. They are manifestations ofsiiecial power of God,
tokens of His special presence, and often serggrtiolize spiritual
truths. They are signs of the coming Kingdom of Gad of the
redemptive power of God. The greatest miracle laahe coming of the
Son of God in the flesh. In Him the whole creatarisod is being
restored and brought back to its original beautyin. 3:16; Rev. 21:5.

c. The character of special revelation. This speeiglation of God is a revelation of
redemption. It reveals the plan of God for the repigon of sinners and of the world, and
the way in which this plan is realized. It is instrental in renewing man; it illumines his
mind and inclines his will to that which is gootfills him with holy affections, and
prepares him for his heavenly home. Not only dbbsimg us a message of redemption;
it also acquaints us with redemptive facts. Itowiy enriches us with knowledge, but
also transforms lives by changing sinners intotsaifhis revelation is clearly
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progressive. The great truths of redemption appetdimly at first, but gradually
increase in clearness, and finally stand out irlNtee Testament in all their fullness and
beauty.

To memorize.Scripture passages bearing on:

a. General Revelation:
Ps. 8:1. "0 Jehovah, our Lord, how excellent is magne in all the earth.”

Ps. 19:1, 2. "The heavens declare the glory of @nd;the firmament showeth His
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and nigtd night showeth wisdom."

Rom. 1:20. "For the invisible things of Him sin¢etcreation of the world are clearly
seen, being perceived through the things that agereven His everlasting power and
divinity." Rom. 2:14, 15. "For when Gentiles thaivie not the law do by nature the
things of the law, these, not having the law, al@iaunto themselves; in that they show
the work of the law written in their hearts, theamsciences bearing witness therewith,
and their thoughts one with another accusing @ eksusing them."

Num. 12:6-8. "And He said, Hear now my words: érié be a prophet among you, |
Jehovah will make myself known unto him in a visibwill speak with him in a dream.
My servant Moses is not so; 893 he is faithfulllmay house: with him will | speak
mouth to mouth."

Heb. 1:1. "God having of old time spoken unto thaérs in the prophets by divers
portions and in divers manners, hath in the entlege days spoken unto us in His Son.

Il Pet. 1:21. "For no prophecy ever came by thé efiman: but men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Spirit."

For Further Study:

a. Mention some of the appearances of the Angétldvah. Can he have been a mere
angel? Gen. 16:13; 31:11, 13; 32:28; Ex. 23:20-23.

b. Name some examples of revelation by dreams. Z8h0- 17; 31:24; 41:2-7; Judg.
7:13; 1 Kings 8:5-9; Dan. 2:1-3; Matt. 2:13, 19, 20

c. Mention some cases in which God revealed Hiniselfsions. Isa. 6; Ezek. 1-3; Dan.
2:19; 7:1-14; Zech. 2-6.

d. Can you infer from the following passages whatrniracles recorded reveal? Ex.
10:1, 2; Deut. 8:3; John 2:1-11; 6:1- 14, 25-33:8; 11:17-44.

Questions for Review
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. How do general and special revelation differ?

. Where do we meet with the denial of all revelatf God?

. What is the position of the Deists as to revetét

. What is the nature of general revelation?

. Why is it insufficient for our special needsdamhat value does if have?
. Why was God's special revelation necessary?

. What means did God employ in His special reiaiat

. What are the characteristics of special revai&ti

O~NO U, WN B

Chapter 3: Scripture

1. Revelation and Scripture. The term 'speciallegia’ may be used in more than one
sense. It may denote the direct self-communicatidridod in verbal messages and in
miraculous facts. The prophets and the apostles oéiceived messages from God long
before they committed them to writing. These an& gontained in Scripture, but do not
constitute the whole of the Bible. There is muclt that was not revealed in a
supernatural way, but is the result of study angrefious reflection. However, the term
may also be used to denote the Bible as a whaéewthole complex of redemptive truths
and facts, with the proper historical setting, kdbund in Scripture and has the divine
guarantee of its truth in the fact that it is ifitdy inspired by the Holy Spirit. In view of
this fact it may be said that the whole Bible, &melBible only, is for us God's special
revelation. It is in the Bible that God's spec&lelation lives on and brings even now
life, light, and holiness.

2. Scripture Proof for the Inspiration of Scriptufée whole Bible is given by inspiration
of God, and is as such the infallible rule of faathd practice for all mankind. Since the
doctrine of inspiration is often denied, it calls Special consideration.

This doctrine, like every other, is based on Sargtand is not an invention of man.
While it is founded on a great number of passagely, a few of these can be indicated
here. The Old Testament writers are repeatedlyucigtd to write what the Lord
commands them, Ex, 17:14; 34:27; Num. 33:2; Ish. 80:8; Jer. 25:13; 30:2; Ezek.
24:1; Dan. 12:4; Hab. 2:2. The prophets were conscof bringing the word of the Lord,
and therefore introduced their messages with sacle fermula as, "Thus saith the
Lord," or, "The word of the Lord came unto me,". B8:27, 32; Ezek., chapters 26, 27,
31, 32, 39. Paul speaks of his words as Spirititaagrds, | Cor. 2:13, claims that Christ
is speaking in him, Il Cor. 13:3, and describesntéssage to the Thessalonians as the
word of God, | Thess. 2:13. The Epistle to the @l often quotes passages of the Old
Testament as words of God or of the Holy SpirithbHE6; 3:7; 4:3;" 5:6; 7:21. The most
important passage to prove the inspiration of Swreis Il Tim. 3:16, which reads as
follows in the Authorized Version: "All Scripture given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correatiofor instruction in righteousness."

3. The Nature of Inspiration. There are especially two wrong views of inspinatio
representing extremes that should be avoided.
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a. Mechanical inspiration. It has sometimes bepresented as if God literally
dictated what the human authors of the Bible haalrite, and as if they were
purely passive like a pen in the hand of a writdris means that their minds did
not contribute in any way to the contents or forfrtheir writings. But in view of
what we find this can hardly be true. They weré aeghors, who in some cases
gathered their materials from sources at their caminl Kings 11:41; 14:29; |
Chron. 29:29; Luke 1:1-4, in other instances reedrttheir own experiences as,
for instance, in many of the psalms, and impresgeoh their writings their own
particular style. The style of Isaiah differs franat of Jeremiah, and the style of
John is not like that of Paul.

b. Dynamic inspiration. Others thought of the psscef inspiration as affecting
only the writers, and having no direct bearing logirt writings. Their mental and
spiritual life was strengthened and raised to adrigitch, so that they saw things
more clearly and had a more profound sense of thairspiritual value. This
inspiration was not limited to the time when theipte the books of the Bible, but
was a permanent characteristic of the writers dfiedted their writings only
indirectly. It differed only in degree from the gpial illumination of all

believers. This theory certainly does not do justathe biblical view of
inspiration.

c. Organic inspiration. The proper conception spination holds that the Holy
Spirit acted on the writers of the Bible in an arigaway, in harmony with the
laws of their own inner being, using them justlesytwere, with their character
and temperament, their gifts and talents, theication and culture, their
vocabulary and style. The Holy Spirit illumined itheinds, aided their memory,
prompted them to write, repressed the influencgrobn their writings, and
guided them in the expression of their thoughts@wehe choice of their words.
In no small measure He left free scope to their aativity. They could give the
results of their own investigations, write of thewn experiences, and put the
imprint of their own style and language on theioks

4. The Extent of Inspiration. There are differenakepinion also respecting the extent of
the inspiration of Scripture.

a. Partial inspiration. Under the influence of Batilism it has become quite
common to deny the inspiration of the Bible altbget or to hold that only parts
of it are inspired. Some deny the inspiration & @id Testament, while
admitting that of the New. Others affirm that theral and religious teachings of
Scripture are inspired, but that its historicaltpa&ontain several chronological,
archaeological, and scientific mistakes. Still eghémit the inspiration to the
Sermon on the Mount. They who adopt such views héready lost their Bible,
for the very differences of opinion are proof pegtthat no one can determine
with any degree of certainty which parts of Scniptare, and which are not
inspired. There is still another way in which thepiration of Scripture is limited,
namely, by assuming that the thoughts were inspihde the choice of the
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words was left entirely to the wisdom of the huraaithors. But this proceeds on
the very doubtful assumption that the thoughtslmaseparated from the words,
while, as a matter of fact, accurate thought withwards is impossible.

b. Plenary inspiration. According to Scripture gvpart of the Bible is inspired.
Jesus and the apostles frequently appeal to th& €&thment books as 'scripture’
or 'the Scriptures' to settle a point in controyeli® their minds such an appeal
was equivalent to an appeal to God. It should kecdthat of the books to which
they appeal in this fashion, some are historiché Epistle to the Hebrews
repeatedly cites passages from the Old Testamembias of God or of the Holy
Spirit (cf. p. 18). Peter places the letters ofIRawua level with the writings of the
Old Testament, Il Pet. 3:16, and Paul speaks @aipture as inspired, 1l Tim.
3:16.

We may safely go a step farther and say that s@riation of the Bible extends to the
very words employed. The Bible is verbally inspiredhich is not equivalent to saying
that it is mechanically inspired. The doctrine efbal inspiration is fully warranted by
Scripture. In many cases we are explicitly told tha Lord told Moses and Joshua
exactly what to write, Lev. 3 and 4; 6:1, 24; 7:28; Josh. 1:1; 4:1; 6:2, and so on. The
prophets speak of Jehovah as putting His wordstimgio mouths, Jer. 1:9, and as
directing them to speak His words to the peoplekE3:4, 10, 11. Paul designates his
words as Spirit taught words, | Cor. 2:13, and bwland Jesus base an argument on a
single word, Matt. 22:43-45; John 10:35; Gal. 3:16.

5. The Perfections of ScriptureThe Reformers developed the doctrine of Scripasre
over against the Roman Catholics and some of tbegtant sects. While Rome taught
that the Bible owes its authority to the Churcleytimaintained that it has authority in
itself as the inspired Word of God. They also ughbk necessity of Scripture as the
divinely appointed means of grace over againsRibiman Catholics, who asserted that
the Church had no absolute need of it, and sontigedProtestant sects, who exalted the
"inner light," or the word of the Holy Spirit in ¢éhhearts of the people of God, at the
expense of Scripture. In opposition to Rome thethr defended the clearness of the
Bible. They did not deny that it contains mysteti®s deep for human understanding, but
simply contended that the knowledge necessarysait@tion, though not equally clear
on every page of the Bible, is yet conveyed in amea so simple that anyone earnestly
seeking salvation can easily gather this knowlddgaimself, and need not depend on
the interpretation of the Church or the priesthdeadally, they also defended the
sufficiency of Scripture, and thereby denied thedhef the tradition of the Roman
Catholics and of the inner light of the Anabaptists

To memorize.

Passages bearing on:
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a. The inspiration of Scripture:
| Cor. 2:13. "Which things also we speak, not irdgowhich man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual ggnwith spiritual words."

| Thess. 2:13. "And for this cause we also thank @ahout ceasing, that, when ye
received from us the word of the message, evewthnéd of God, ye accepted it not as the
word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word ofds0

Il Tim. 3:16. "All Scripture is given by inspiratioof God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in higgousness."

b. The authority of the Bible:

Isa. 8:20. "To the lay and to the testimony! ifytlspeak not according to this word,
surely there is no morning for them."”

c. The necessity of the Bible:

Il Tim. 3:15. "And that from a babe thou has knailva sacred writings, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith Wwiscin Christ Jesus."

a. The clearness of Scripture:
Ps. 19:7b. "The testimony of Jehovah is sure, ngakiise the simple.”

Ps. 119:105. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, atight unto my path." Also verse
130. "The opening of Thy words giveth light; it gth understanding to the simple."

e. The Sufficiency of Scripture.
Cf. the passages under c. above.
For Further Study:

a. Do the traditions of men have authority? Ma1548; 15:3-6; Mark 7:7; Col. 2:8; Tit.
1:14; Il Pet. 1:18.

b. Did the prophets themselves always fully un@ediwhat they wrote? Dan. 8:16;
12:8; Zech. 1:7 -- 6:11; | Pet. 1:11.

c. Does Il Tim. 3:16 teach us anything respectimgggractical value of the inspiration of
Scripture? If so, what?

Questions for Review
1. What is the relation between special revelaiot Scripture?
2. What different meanings has the term 'speciadlagion'?

3. Can we say that special revelation and Scrigtgedentical?
4. What Scripture proof can you give for the ingpon of the Bible.?
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5. What are thee theories of mechanical and dyraenmspiration?

6. How would you describe the doctrine of organgpiration?

7. What about the theory that the thoughts ararnedput not the words?

8. How would you prove that inspiration extendgvery part of Scripture, and even to
the very words?

9. How do Rome and the Reformers differ on the @itth the necessity, the clearness,
and the sufficiency of Scripture?

Part Il: The Doctrine of God and Creation

Chapter 4: The Essential Nature of God

1. The Knowledge of GodThe possibility of knowing God has been deniedeveral
grounds. But while it is true that man can nevdly fcomprehend God, it does not follow
that he can have no knowledge of Him at all. Helgaww Him only in part, but
nevertheless with a knowledge which is real and.ffthis is possible because God has
revealed Himself. Left to his own resources, manldmever have been able to discover
nor to know Him.

Our knowledge of God is twofold. Man has an inblmowledge of God. This does not
merely mean that, in virtue of his creation in ilmage of God, he has a natural capacity
to know God. Neither does it imply that man attbistings a certain knowledge of God
with him into the world. It simply means that undermal conditions a certain
knowledge of God naturally develops in man. Thiewledge is, of course, of a very
general nature.

But in addition to this inborn knowledge of God n&so acquires knowledge of Him by
learning from God's general and special revelafitns is not obtained without efforts
on man's part, but is the result of his consciobssastained pursuit of knowledge.
While this knowledge is possible only because rsdworn with the capacity to know
God, it carries him far beyond the limits of theann knowledge of God.

2. The Knowledge of God as Known from Special Reaion. While it is not possible
to define God, it is possible to give a generatdpson of His being. It is perhaps best
to describe Him as a pure Spirit of infinite petferss. The description involves the
following elements:

a. God is a pure Spirit. The Bible contains nordgéin of God. The nearest
approach to it is found in the words of Jesus éo8amaritan woman, "God is
spirit." This means that He is essentially spartd that all the qualities which
belong to the perfect idea of spirit are necesséwiind in Him. The fact that He
is pure spirit excludes the idea that He has a lmbdpme kind and is in any way
visible to the physical eye.

b. God is personal. The fact that God is spirib &fsolves His personality. A
spirit is an intelligent and moral being, and whenascribe personality to God,
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we mean exactly that He is a reasonable Being btajd determining the course
of His life. At present many deny the personalityc@d and simply conceive of
Him as an impersonal force or power. However, tbd Gf the Bible is certainly
a personal God, a God with whom men can conversemathey can trust, who
enters into their experiences, who helps themeir thifficulties, and who fills
their hearts with joy and gladness. Moreover, Heated Himself in a personal
form in Jesus Christ.

c. God is infinitely perfect. God is distinguishiedm all His creatures by infinite
perfection. His being and virtues are free fromiailtations and imperfections.
He is not only boundless and limitless, but alsmds out above all His creatures
in moral perfection and in glorious majesty. Théddren of Israel sang of the
greatness of God after they passed through theSBad"Who is like unto Thee, 0
Jehovah, among the gods? Who is like Thee, gloiiotisliness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders?" Ex. 15:11. Some philosapbiethe present day speak
of God as "finite, developing, struggling, suffegjrsharing with man his defeats
and victory."

d. God and His perfections are one. Simplicityrie of the fundamental
characteristics of God. This means that He is aotposed of different parts, and
also that His being and attributes are one. It begaid that God's perfections are
God Himself as He has revealed Himself to man. Tdreysimply so many
manifestations of the divine Being. Hence the Baags that God is truth, life,
light, love, righteousness, and so on.

To memorize.Passages proving:

a. That God can be known:

| John 5:20. "And we know that the Son of God immepand hath given us an
understanding, that we know Him that is true, aedane in Him that is true, even in His
Son Jesus Christ."

John 17:3. "And this is life eternal, that they sldoknow thee, the only true God, and
Him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ."

b. That God is n Spirit:
John 4:24. "God is a Spirit: and they that wordhim must worship Him in spirit and in
truth.”

| Tim. 6:16. "Who only hath immortality, dwellingilight unapproachable; whom no
man hath seen, nor can see."

c. That God is personal:
Mal. 2:10. "Have we not all one father? Hath naot @od created us?"
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John 14:9b. "He that hath seen me hath seen ther-&bw sayest thou, Show us the
Father?"

d. That God is infinite in perfection:
Ex. 15:11. "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Jehovah, amiveggods? Who is like Thee,
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wers?"

Ps. 147:5. "Great is our Lord, and mighty in powdis understanding is infinite."
For Further Study:
a. Do not the following passages teach that weatatmow God? Job 11:7; 26:14; 36:26.

b. If God is a spirit and has no body, how do yrpl&in the following passages? Ps. 4:6;
17:2; 18:6, 8, 9; 31:5; 44:3; 47:8; 48:10, and mathers.

C. How do the following passages testify to thespeality of God? Gen. 1:1; Deut. 1:34,
35,; I Kings 8:23-26; Job 38:1; Ps. 21:7; 50:6;:368, Matt. 5:9; Rom. 12:1.

Questions for Review

. In what sense is God knowable and in what senkeowable?

. What is the difference between inborn and aeguknowledge of God?
. Is it possible to define God? How would you descHim?

. What is involved in God's spirituality?

. What do we mean when we speak of God as a [@itytn

. What proof have WE for the personality of God?

. What do we mean when we speak of the infinit¢sotl?

. How are the being of God and His perfectionatesl?

O~NO U, WN B

Chapter 5: The Names of God

When God gives names to persons or things, thegaares which have meaning and
give an insight into the nature of the person$imrgs designated. This also applies to the
names which God has given Himself. Sometimes théeBipeaks of the name of God in
the singular, and in such cases the term is a @y of the manifestation of God in
general, especially in relation to His people, Bx.7; Ps. 113:3; or simply stands for God
Himself, Prov. 18:10; Isa. 50:10. The one geneaah@ of God is split up into several
special names, which are expressive of His mangdsiating. These names are not of
human invention, but are given by God Himself.

1. The Old Testament Names of Godsome of the Old Testament names denote that
God is the High and Exalted OnEl and’'Elohimindicate that He is strong and mighty
and should therefore be feared, whilyon points to His exalted nature as the Most
High, the object of reverence and worship. Anottene belonging to this class is
'‘Adonai, usually rendered "Lord," the Possessor and Riflail men. Other names
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express the fact that God enters into relatiorfa@idship with His creatures. One of
these, common among the patriarchs, was the &draddaior 'EI-Shaddai, which

indeed stresses the divine greatness, but as eesoluicomfort and blessing for His
people. It indicates that God controls the powérsature, and makes them serve His
purposes. The greatest name of God, however, alhglgssacred by the Jews, is the
name JehovahYahweh). Its origin and meaning is indicated in Ex. 3:18, It expresses
the fact that God is always the same, and espgtit He is unchangeable in His
covenant relationship, and is always faithful ia falfillment of His promises. It
frequently assumes a fuller form in "Jehovah oftdldsThis calls up the picture of
Jehovah as the King of Glory surrounded by andelats.

2. The New Testament Names of Godhe New Testament names are simply the Greek
forms of those found in the Old Testament. Theofeihg deserve particular attention:

a. The name Theos. This is simply the word for ‘Gand is the most common
name employed in the New Testament. It is freqydntind with a possessive
genitive as 'my God,' 'thy God," 'our God," 'yowdG In Christ God is the God of
each one of His children. The individual form takies place of the national form,
'the God of Israel,’ so common in the Old Testament

b. The name Kurios. This is the word for 'Lordiiaane that is applied not only to
God but also to Christ. It takes the place of bAttonai and Jehovah, though its
meaning corresponds more particularly with thafdbnai. It designates God as
the Possessor and Ruler of all things, and espeofaHis people.

c. The name Pater. It is often said that the Nestareent introduced this as a
new name. But this is hardly correct, for the ndfagher' is also found in the Old
Testament to express the special relation in wiiotl stands to Israel, Deut.
32:6; Isa. 63:16. In the New Testament it is madimvidual in that it points to
God as the Father of all believers. Sometimessigiaites God as the creator of
all, I Cor. 8:6; Eph. 3:14; Heb. 12:9; Jas. 1:1'd aometimes the first Person of
the Trinity as the Father of Christ, John 14:11]117

To memorize.Passages bearing on:

a. The name of God in general:

Ex. 20:7. "Thou shalt not take the name of JehakmalGod in vain; for Jehovah will not
hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain."

Ps. 8:1. "0 Jehovah, our Lord, how excellent is magne in all the earth!”

b. Particular names:
Gen. 1:1. "In the beginning God (‘Elohim) createel heavens and the earth."”

Ex. 6:3. "And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaad, unto Jacob, as God Almighty
('El Shaddai); but by my name Jehovah | was nowknonto them."
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Ps. 86:8. "There is none like Thee among the gotlerd ('Adonai); neither are there
any works like unto Thy works."

Mal. 3:6. "For |, Jehovah, change not; thereforeQysons of Jacob, are not consumed.”
Matt. 6:9. "Our Father who art in Heaven, HallowedThy name."

Rev. 4:8. "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord (Kurios)o@, the Almighty, who was and who is
and who is to come."

For Further Study:
a. What light does Ex. 8:13-16 shed on the meaminige name Jehovah?

b. What name of God was rather common in the tiofi¢ise patriarchs? Gen. 17:1; 28:3;
35:11; 43:14, 48:38; 49:25; EXx. 6:3.

c. Can you give some descriptive names of God4&8, 15; 44:6; Amos 4:13; Luke
1:78; 1l Cor. 1:3; 11:31; Jos. 1:17; Heb. 12:9; REg, 17.

Questions for Review

1. What does Scripture mean when it speaks ofahgerof God in the singular?

2. Are the special names of God of human origin?

3. What two kinds of names do we distinguish in@ié Testament?

4. What is the meaning of the names 'Elohim, Jelno¥alonai, 'El Shaddai, and Kurios?
5. Is the name Father ever applied to God in tlieT@ktament?

6. In what different senses is this name usedarNiaw Testaments?

Chapter 6: The Attributes of God

God reveals Himself not only in His names, but afsHlis attributes, that is, in the
perfections of the divine Being. It is customanydtstinguish between incommunicable
and communicable attributes. Of the former theeenartraces in the creature; of the
latter there are.

1. The Incommunicable Attributes. These emphasieeabsolute distinction between
God and the creature, and include the following:

a. The independence or self-existence of God. Meians that God has the ground of His
existence in Himself, and unlike man, does not ddpma anything outside of Himself.

He is independent in His Being, in His virtues aistions, and causes all His creatures to
depend on Him. The idea is embodied in the namevdéhand finds expression in the
following passages, Ps. 33:11; 115:3; Isa. 40:31®#n. 4:35; John 5:26; Rom. 11:33-
36; Acts 17:25; Rev. 4:11.
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b. The immutability of God. Scripture teaches tBatl is unchangeable. He is forever the
same in His divine Being and perfections, and adddis purposes and promises, Num.
23:19; Pa 33:11; 102:27; Mal. 3:6; Heb. 6:17; dak/. This does not mean, however,
that there is no movement in God. The Bible spedlkém as coming and going, hiding
and revealing Himself. He is also said to repeut this is evidently only a human way

of speaking of God, Ex. 32:14; Jonah 3:10, andyéadlicates a change in man's relation
to God.

c. The infinity of God. This means that God is sobject. to limitations. We can speak
of His infinity in more than one sense. Viewedetation to His being, it may be called
His absolute perfection. He is unlimited in His lwtedge and wisdom, in His goodness
and love, in His righteousness and holiness, Job-1Q; Psa. 145:3. Seen in relation to
time, it is called His eternity. While this is udlyaepresented in Scripture as endless
duration, Ps. 90:2; 102:12, it really means thaidHgbove time and therefore not subject
to its limitations. For Him there is only an etdrpeesent, and no past or future. Viewed
with reference to space, it is called His immenditg is everywhere present, dwells in all
His creatures, filling every point of space, buihi:io way bounded by space, | Kings
8:27; Ps. 139:7-10; Isa. 66;1; Jer. 23:23, 24; AGt7, 28.

d. The simplicity of God. By ascribing simplicity God we mean that He is not
composed of various parts, such as the body ardrsman, and for that very reason is
not subject to division. The three persons in tdli@ad are not so many parts of which
the divine essence is composed. The whole bei@pdfbelongs to each one of the
Persons. Hence we can also say that God and Hisugts are one, and that He is life,
light, love, righteousness, truth, and so on.

2. The Communicable Attributes. These are thebaittes of which we find some
resemblance in man. It should be borne in mind,évaw, that what we see in man is
only a finite (limited) and imperfect likeness bft which is infinite (unlimited) and
perfect in God. Here we have:

a. The knowledge of God. This is that perfectioofl whereby He, in a manner all His
own, knows Himself and all things possible and alctGod has this knowledge in
Himself, and does not obtain it from without. ltaisvays complete and always present in
His mind. And because it is all-comprehensives italled omniscience. He knows all
things, past, present and future, and not onlyhimgs that have real existence, but also
those which are merely possible. | Kings 8:29;138:1-16; Isa. 46:10; Ezek. 11:5; Acts
15:18; John 21:17; Heb. 4:13.

b. The wisdom of God. God's wisdom is an aspetti@knowledge. It is the virtue of

God which manifest itself in the selection of wgr?????? and in the choice of the best
means for the realization of those ends. The &nalto which He makes all things
subservient is His own glory. Rom. 11:33; | CoiZ;Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; Col. 1:16.

c. The goodness of God. God is good, that is, pegyfloly. in Himself. But this is not
the goodness we have in mind here. In this conmeete refer to the divine goodness

Page:18 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

that reveals itself in doing well unto othersslthat perfection which prompts Him to
deal kindly and bounteously with all His creatufé® Bible refers to it repeatedly, Ps.
36:6; 104:21; 145:8, 9, 16; Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17.

d. The love of God. This is often called the masitcal attribute of God, but it is

doubtful whether it should be regarded as moreraktitan the other perfections of God.
In virtue of it He delights in His own perfectioaad in man as the reflection of His
image. It may be considered from various pointgiefv. The unmerited love of God
which reveals itself in pardoning sin is called grace, Eph. 1:6, 7; 2:7-9; Tit. 2:11. That
love relieving the misery of those who are beatimgconsequences of sin is known as
His mercy or tender compassion, Luke 1:64, 72R&dn. 15:9; 9:16, 18; Eph. 2:4. And
when it bears with the sinner who does not heedhsteuctions and warnings of God it

is named His longsuffering or forbearance, Rom; 2:22; | Pet. 3:20; Il Pet. 3:16.

e. The holiness of God. God's holiness is firslbthat divine perfection by which He is
absolutely distinct from all His creatures, andlediabove them in infinite majesty. Ex.
15:11; Isa. 57:15. But it denotes in the secondepthat He is free from all moral
impurity or sin, and is therefore morally perfdatthe presence of the holy God man is
deeply conscious of his sin, Job 34:10; Isa. 6&.H.:13.

f. The righteousness of God. The righteousnessodfi&that perfection by which He
maintains Himself as the Holy One over againstyevelation of His holiness. In virtue
of it He maintains a moral government in the waentdl imposes a just law on man,
rewarding obedience and punishing disobedienc&Q®4; Isa. 33:22; Rom, 1:32. The
justice of God which manifests itself in the giviofyrewards is called His remunerative
justice; and that which reveals itself in meting punishment is known as His retributive
justice. The former is really an expression of ldige, and the latter of His wrath.

g. The veracity of God. This is that perfectiorGad in virtue of which He is true in His
inner being, in His revelation, and in His relatiorHis people. He is the true God over
against the idols, knows things as they really ané, is faithful in the fulfillment of His
promises. From the last point of view this attriig also called God's faithfulness. Num.
23:19; 1 Cor. 1:9; Il Tim. 2:13; Heb. 10:23.

h. The sovereignty of God. This may be considereohftwo different points of view,
namely, His sovereign will, and His sovereign pavwiére will of God is represented in
Scripture as the final cause of all things, Epil14Rev. 4:11. On the basis of Deut.
29:29 it is customary to distinguish between theeteand the revealed will of God. The
former is the will of God's decree, which is hidderGod and can be known only from
its effects, and the latter is the will of His pegt, which is revealed in the law and in the
gospel. God's will respecting His creatures is hlbsly free, Job 11:10; 33:13; Ps. 115:3;
Prov. 21:1; Matt. 20:15; Rom. 9:15-18; Rev. 4:1heBinful deeds of man are also under
the control of His sovereign will, Gen. 50:20; A2t23. The power to execute His will is
called his omnipotence. That God is omnipotent dadsnean that He can do
everything. The Bible teaches us that there areesbimgs which God cannot do. He
cannot lie, sin, deny Himself, Num. 23:19; | Saf®.2D; Il Tim. 2:13; Heb. 6:18; Jas.
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1:13, 17. It does mean that He can, by the meneiseeof His will, bring to pass
whatsoever He has decided to accomplish, andithé, so desired, He could do even
more than that, Gen. 18:14; Jer. 32:27; Zech.\gdit. 3:9; 26:53.

To memorize Passages to prove God's:

a. Incommunicable attributes: Independence. Jab# 5For as the Father hath life in
Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to hdeeéniHimself.

Immutability. Mal. 3:6. "For I, Jehovah, change;rtberefore ye, 0 sons of Jacob, are not
consumed.”

James 1:17. "Every good gift and every perfectigiftom above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom can be no variationitmer shadow that is cast by turning."

Eternity. Ps. 90:2. "Before the mountains were ghadorth, or ever Thou hadst formed
the earth and the world, even from everlastingverlasting, Thou art God."
Ps. 102:27. "But Thou art the same, and Thy yeawve ho end."

Omnipresence. Ps. 139:7-10. "Whither shall | gonffthy Spirit? Or whither shall | flee
from Thy presence? If | ascend up into heaven, Tdrothere: if | make my bed in Sheol,
behold Thou art there. If | take the wings of therning, and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea; even there shall Thy hand lead meTagdight hand shall hold me."”

Jer. 23:23, 24. "Am | a God at hand, saith Jehoaati,not a God afar off? Can any hide
himself in secret places so that | shall not se® saith Jehovah. Do | not fill heaven and
earth? saith Jehovah?"

b. Communicable attributes:

Omniscience. John 21:17b. "And he said unto Himg,X®rd, Thou knowest all things',
Thou knowest that | love Thee."

Heb. 4:13. "And there is no creature that is notifeat in His sight; but all things are
naked and laid open before the eyes of Him withwhee have to do."

Wisdom, Ps. 104:24. "0 Jehovah, how manifold angWarks! In wisdom hast Thou
made them all."

Dan. 2:20, 21b. "Blessed be the name of God for avéd ever; for wisdom and might
are His.... He giveth wisdom unto the wise, andMedge to them that have
understanding.”

Goodness. Ps. 86:5. "For Thou, Lord, art good,raady to forgive, and abundant in
lovingkindness unto all them that call upon Thee."

Ps. 118:29 "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for Hgasd; for His lovingkindness endureth
forever."

Love.
John 3:16. "God so loved the world, that He gavedtily begotten Son, that whosoever
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believeth on Him should not perish, but have etdifea"
| John 4:8. "He that loveth not knoweth not God;&m»d is love."

Grace. Neh. 9:17b. "But Thou art a God ready td@aygracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abundant in lovingkindness."

Rom. 3:24. "Being justified freely by His gracedhgh the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus."

Mercy. Rom. 9:18. "So then He hath mercy on whomailleand whom He will He
hardeneth.”

Eph. 2:4, 5. "But God, being rich in mercy, for Hi®at love wherewith He loved us,
even when we were dead through our trespasses, usad®e together with Christ.”

Longsuffering or forbearance. Num. 14:18. "Jehagadiow to anger, and abundant in
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgressio

Rom. 2:4. "Or despisest thou the riches of His gesd and forbearance and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of Gadieth thee to repentance?"

Holiness. Ex, 15:11. "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Jelip among the gods? Who is like
unto Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in prajgsng wonders?"
Isa. 6:3b. "Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hoste whole earth is full of His glory."

Righteousness or justice. Ps. 89:14. "Righteousarasgustice are the foundation of Thy
throne."”

Ps. 145:17. "Jehovah is righteous in all His waysl gracious in all His works."

| Pet. 1:17. "And if ye call on Him as Father, wilithout respect of persons judgeth
according to each man's work, pass the time of gojaurning in fear."

Veracity or faithfulness. Num. 23:19. "God is nahan, that He should lie, neither the
son of man, that He should repent. Hath He saudivalth He not do it? Or hath He
spoken, and will He not make it good?"

Il Tim. 2:13. "If we are faithless, 9e9 he abid&hhful; for He cannot deny Himself."

Sovereignty. Eph. 1:11. "In whom also we were ma#eritage, having been
foreordained according to the purpose of Him whoketh all things after the council of
His will."

Rev. 4:11. "Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our Gudreceive the glory and the honor
and the power; for Thou didst create all thingsl bacause of Thy will they were, and
were created.”

Secret and revealed will. Deut. 29:29. "The sdtriegs belong unto Jehovah our God;
but the things that are revealed belong unto ug@odr children for ever, that we may
do all the words of this law."

Omnipotence. Job 42:2. "I know that Thou canstwrghing.” Matt. 19:26. "With God
all things are possible." Luke 1:37. "For with Guathing shall be impossible."
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For Further Study:

a. Give instances in which the Bible identifies Godl His attributes, Jer. 28:6; Heb.
12:29; 1 John 1:5; 4:16.

b. How can God be just and gracious to the sinngreasame time, Zech. 9:9; Rom.
3:24-267

c. Prove from Scripture that God's foreknowledgdudes conditional events. | Sam.
23:10-13; 1l Kings 13:19; Ps. 81:13-15; 48:18; B&.17-20; Ezek. 3:6; Matt. 11:21.

Questions for Review

. How do we divide the attributes of God?

. Which belong to each one of these classes?

. What is the independence of God?

. What is His immutability?

. How can we explain the fact that the Bible appty ascribes change to God?
. What is God's eternity and immensity or omnipreg?

. What is the simplicity of God, and how can wevar it?

. What is the nature and extent of God's knowl@dge

. How is His wisdom related to His knowledge?

10. What is the goodness of God? Are any other sarsed for it?

11. Should we speak of love as more central in tBad His other attributes?
12. How do we distinguish God's grace, mercy, andsuffering?

13. What is the holiness of God?

14. In what does God reveal His righteousness?

15. What is included in the veracity of God?

16. What distinction do we apply to the will of Gbd

17. Do the secret and the revealed will of God eweirflict?

18. Does God's omnipotence imply that He can doyévieg?

Part II: The Doctrine of God and Creation

O©CO~NOUILAOONE

Chapter 7: The Trinity

1. Statement of the Doctrine. The Bible teachest thiaile He exists in three Persons,
called Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These aretlmate persons in the ordinary sense of
the word; they are not three individuals, but ratheee modes or forms in which the
Divine Being exists. At the same time they areuaftsa nature that they can enter into
personal relations. The Father can speak to theaBdwice versa, and both can send
forth the Spirit. The real mystery of the Trinitgresists in this that each one of the
Persons possesses the whole of the divine essentéhat this has no existence outside
of and apart from the Persons. The three are matrdinate in being the one to the other,
though it may be said that in order of existeneesRhather is first, the Son second, and the
Holy Spirit third, an order which is also reflectedtheir work.
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2. Scripture Proof for the Trinity. The Old Testarheontains some indications of more
than one Person in God. God speaks of Himselfarpthral, Gen. 1:26; 11:7; the Angel
of Jehovah is represented as a divine Person,X6en.13; 18:1-21; 19:1-22; and the
Spirit is spoken of as a distinct Person, Isa. 885B:10. Moreover, there are some
passages in which the Messiah is speaking and omsntivo other Persons, Isa. 48:16;
61:6; 63:9, 10.

Due to the progress of revelation, the New Testammentains clearer proofs. The
strongest proof is found in the facts of redemptitime Father sends the Son into the
world, and the Son sends the Holy Spirit. Moreottegre are several passages in which
the three Persons are expressly mentioned, suble ggeat commission, Matt. 28:19,
and the apostolic blessing, Il Cor. 13:13. Cf. dlake 3:21, 22; 1:35; | Cor. 12:4-6; |
Pet. 1:2.

This doctrine was denied by the Socinians in thesad the Reformation, and is rejected
also by the Unitarians and the Modernists of oun o\ay. If they speak of the Trinity at
all, they represent it as consisting of the Fattier,man Jesus, and a divine influence
which is called the Spirit of God.

3. The Father. The name 'Father' is frequentlyiegmh Scripture to the triune God, as
the creator of all things, | Cor. 8:6; Heb. 12:8s.J1:17; as the Father of Israel, Deut.
32:6; Isa. 63:16; and as the Father of believees.N§:45; 6:6, 9, 14; Rom. 8:15. In a
deeper sense, however, it is applied to the Festdh of the Trinity, to express His
relation to the Second Person, John 1:14, 18; 8442, 13. This is the original
Fatherhood, of which all earthly fatherhood is adidint reflection. The distinctive
characteristic of the Father is that He generdieson from all eternity. The works
particularly ascribed to Him are those of planrimg work of redemption, creation and
providence, and representing the Trinity in the &= of Redemption.

4. The Son. The second person in the Trinity ieddBon' or 'Son of God.' He bears this
name, however, not only as the only begotten of#tteer, John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; Gal.
4:4, but also as the Messiah chosen of God, M&9,; 26:63; John 1:49; 11:27, and in
virtue of His special birth through the operatidritee Holy Spirit, Luke 1:32, 35. His
special characteristic as the Second Person dfrthity is that He is eternally begotten
of the Father, Ps. 2:7; Acts 8:37, 9:20; Heb. Byomeans of eternal generation the
Father is the cause of the personal existenceedbtim within the Divine Being. The
works more particularly ascribed to Him are worksnediation. He mediated the work
of creation, John 1:3, 10; Heb. 1:2, 3, and meditdte work of redemption, Eph. 1:3-14.

5. The Holy Spirit. Though Socinians, Unitariansd gresent day Modernists speak of
the Holy Spirit merely as a power or an influen€&od, He clearly stands out on the
pages of the Bible as a Person, John 14:16, 171,286; 16:1-15; Rom. 8:26. He has
intelligence, John 14:26, feeling, Isa. 68:10; E4B0, and will, Acts 16:7; | Cor. 12:11.
Scripture represents Him as speaking, searchistifyiag, commanding, revealing,
striving, and making intercession. Moreover, Helearly distinguished from His own
power in Luke 1:35; 4:14; Acts 10:38; | Cor. 2:4sldpecial characteristic is that He
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proceeds from the Father and the Son by inspiraiioinn 15:26; 16:7; Rom. 8:9; Gal.
4:6. In general it may be said that it is His taskring things to completion both in
creation and redemption, Gen. 1:3; Job 26:13; LuR&; John 3:34; | Cor. 12:4-11; Eph.
2:22.

To memorize Passages to prove:

a. The Trinity:

Isa. 61:1. "The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upbei’ (the Messiah), cf. Luke 4:17, 18.
Matt. 28:19. "Go ye therefore and make disciplesliothe nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of thg Hairit."

Il Cor. 13:14. "The grace of the Lord Jesus Chast] the love of God; and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all."

b. Eternal generation:
Ps. 2:7. "l will tell of the decree: Jehovah santioume, Thou art my Son; this day have |
begotten Thee."

John 1:14, "And the Word became flesh, and dwetiragrus (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father), dfilgrace and truth."

e. Procession of the Holy Spirit:

John 15:26. "But when the Comforter is come, whamilllsend unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedatm the Father, He shall bear witness
of Me."

For Further Study:

a. In what sense can we speak of a general FathetdfdGod? | Cor. 8:6; Eph. 3:14, 15;
Heb. 12:9; Jas. 1:17. Cf. also Num. 16:22.

b. Can you prove the deity of the incarnate Sohim Jol; 20:28; Phil. 2:6; Tit. 2:13; Jer.
28:5, 6; Isa. 9:6; John 1:3; Rev. 1:8; Col. 1:1ohnj14:1; 1l Cor. 13:14.

c. How do the following passages prove the perstynaf the Holy Spirit? Gen. 1:2; 6:3;
Luke 12:12; John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8; Acts 8:2921Rom. 8:11; | Cor. 2:10, 11.

d. What works are ascribed to the Spirit in Ps63804:30; Ex, 28:3; Il Pet. 1:21; | Cor.
3:16; 12:4 ff.?

Questions for Review
1. Can we discover the doctrine of the Trinity fraature?

2. Are there three separate individuals in God?
3. Is one Person subordinate to another in God?
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4. How can we prove the Trinity from the Old Testmt?

5. What is the strongest proof for the Trinity?

6. What New Testament passages best prove it?

7. In what different senses is the name 'Fath@tlegpto God?

8. What works are more particularly ascribed tcheae of the Persons?
9. In what different senses is the name 'Son' egpt Christ?

10. What is the special characteristic of eachdPérs

11. How can you prove that the Holy Spirit is adeer?

Part Il: The Doctrine of God and Creation

Chapter 8 The Divine Decrees

1. The Divine Decrees in General. The decree of Gdtis eternal plan or purpose, in
which He has foreordained all things that comeassp Since it includes many
particulars, we often speak of the divine decradabe plural, though in reality there is
but a single decree. It covers all the works of @ocreation and redemption, and also
embraces the actions of men, not excluding thefusdeeds. But while it rendered the
entrance of sin into the world certain, it doesmake God responsible for our sinful
deeds. His decree with respect to sin is a pervaéisicree.

a. Characteristics of the decree. The decree ofiSfuinded in wisdom, Eph. 3:9-11,
though we do not always understand it. It was falinethe depths of eternity, and is
therefore eternal in the strictest sense of thelweph. 3:11. Moreover, it is effectual, so
that everything that is included in it certainlynoes to pass, Isa. 46:10. The plan of God
is also unchangeable, because He is faithful arej fiob 28:13, 14; Isa. 46:10; Luke
22:22. Itis unconditional, that is, its executawes not depend on any action of man but
even renders such action certain, Acts 2:23; Ejgh.Noreover, it is all-inclusive,
embracing the good and the wicked actions of meh, E:10; Acts 2:28, contingent
events, Gen. 50:20, the duration of man's life, 14b; Ps. 39:4, and the place of his
habitation, Acts 17:26. With respect to sin it &missive.

b. Objections to the doctrine of the decrees. Ma#myot believe in the doctrine of the
decrees, and raise especially three objections.

(2) It is inconsistent with, the moral freedom cdm But the Bible clearly teaches not
only that God has decreed the free acts of maralbatthat man is none to the less free
and responsible for his acts, Gen. 50:19, 20; 2@8; 4:27-29. We may not be able to
harmonize the two altogether, but it is evidentrfr8cripture that the one does not cancel
the other.

(2) It makes people slothful in seeking salvatibney feel that, if God has determined
whether they will be saved or not, it makes noedldhce what they may do. But this is
hardly correct, because man does not know whatlaediecreed respecting him.
Moreover, God has decreed not only the final dgsifrman, but also the means by
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which it will be realized. And seeing that the esidecreed only as the result of the
appointed means, it encourages rather than disgesitheir use.

(3) It makes God the author of sin. It may be shadever, that the decree merely makes
God the author of free moral beings, who are thérasehe authors of sin. Sin is made
certain by the decree, but God does not Himseldyee it by His direct action. At the
same time it must be admitted that the problema'Srelation to sin remains a mystery
which we cannot fully solve.

2. Predestination. Predestination is the plan gogme of God respecting His moral
creatures. It pertains to men, both good and laahgels and devils, and to Christ as the
Mediator. Predestination includes two parts, napahction and reprobation.

a. Election. The Bible speaks of election in mdw@ntone sense, as

(1) the election of Israel as the Old Testamenpfeeof God, Deut. 4:37; 7:6-8; 10:15;
Hos. 13:5;

(2) the election of persons to some special onsevice, Deut. 18:5; | Sam. 10:24; Ps.
78:70; and

(3) the election of individuals unto salvation, Ma&2:14; Rom. 11:6; Eph. 1:4. The last
is the election to which we refer in this conneatitt may be defined as God's eternal
purpose to save some of the human race in andsog Jezarist.

b. Reprobation. The doctrine of election naturatiplies that God did not intend to save
all. If He purposed to save some, He naturally plspose not to save others. This is also
in harmony with the teachings of Scripture, Matt:2b, 26; Rom. 9:13, 17, 18, 21, 22;
11:7, 8; 1l Pet. 2:9; Jude 4. Reprobation may Handd as God's eternal purpose to pass
some men by with the operation of His special graod to punished them for their sin.

It really embodies a twofold purpose therefore:tflpass some by in the bestowal of
saving grace; and (2) to punish them for their.sins

It is sometimes said that the doctrine of predasitin exposes God to the charge of
injustice. But this is hardly correct. We could abef injustice only if man had a claim
on God, and God owed man eternal salvation. Busitbation is entirely different if all
men have forfeited the blessings of God, as theg.hdo one has the right to call God to
account for electing some and rejecting otherswbeld have been perfectly just, if He
had not saved any, Matt. 20:14, 15; Rom. 9:14, 15.

To memorize Passages pertaining to:
a. God's decree in general:

Eph. 1:11. "In whom also we were made a heritageing been foreordained according
to the purpose of Him who worketh all things aftex counsel of His will."
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Ps. 33:11. "The counsel of Jehovah standeth festdo, the thoughts of His heart to all
generations."

Isa. 46:10. "Declaring the end from the beginnamgd from ancient times things that are
not yet done; saying, My counsel shall stand, andl ido all my pleasure."”

b. Predestination:
Eph. 1:11, cf. above under a.

Ps. 2:7. "l will tell of the decree: Jehovah santoume. Thou art my Son; this day have |
begotten Thee."

Eph. 1:4, 5. "Even as He chose us in Him beforddbedation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blemish before Him imdphaving foreordained us unto
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto Himesifrding to the good pleasure of
His will."

Rom. 11:5. "Even so then at this present time thlsee is a remnant according to the
election of grace.”

Rom. 9:13. "Even as it is written, Jacob | lovedt, Bsau | hated."
Rom. 9:18. "So then He hath mercy on whom He aij whom He will He hardeneth."”
For Further Study.

a. Is foreknowledge the same as foreordinatiorr@dgstination? Acts 2:23; Rom. 8:29;
11:2; | Pet. 1:2.

b. How does the Bible indicate that Christ was als@bject of predestination? Ps. 2:7;
Isa. 42:1; | Pet. 1:20; 2:4. In what sense istihise understood?

c. What indications have we that the angels wese abjects of predestination? | Tim.
5:21. How should we conceive of this?

Questions for Review

I. What is the divine decree?

. Why do we sometimes speak of ‘decrees' in &l

. What are the characteristics of the decree?

. What is the nature of God's decree respectin) si

. What objections are raised against the docuiriee Decrees?

. What can be said in answer to these?

. How is predestination related to the decreeesimegal?

. Who are the objects of predestination?

. How must we conceive of the predestination efahgels and of Christ?

OCO~NOOUILPAWN
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10. In what different senses does the Bible spéalkeation?

11. What does reprobation include, and what predfiere for it?

12. Does the doctrine of predestination involvestice on the part of God? If not, why
not?

Chapter 9: Creation

The discussion of the decrees naturally leads ¢inetstudy of their execution, which
begins with the work of creation. This is the begiy and basis of all revelation, and
also the foundation of all religious life.

1. Creation in General. The word creation is neagk used in the same sense in the
Bible. In the strict sense of the word it denotest tvork of God by which He producers
the world and all that is in it, partly without tiee of pre-existent materials, and partly
out of material that is by its nature unfit, foetmanifestation of His glory. It is
represented as a work of the triune God, Gen.Jbl2;26:13; 38:4; Ps. 33:6; Isa. 40:12,
13; John 1:3; | Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15-17. Over agalPantheism we must maintain that it
was a free act of God. He did not need the wonidh. B:11; Rev. 4:11. And over against
Deism, that He created the world so that it alwaysains dependent on Him. He must
uphold it from day to day, Acts 17:28; Heb. 1:3.

a. The time of creation. The Bible teaches us@ut created the world "in the
beginning,"” that is, at the beginning of all temmgddhings. Back of this beginning lies a
timeless eternity. The first part of the work oéation mentioned in Gen. 1:1 was strictly
creation out of nothing or without the use of pisnt material. The expression
"creation out of nothing" is not found in the Biplaut in one of the apocryphal books, I
Mace. 7:28. However, the idea is clearly tauglguoh passages as Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:9;
148:5; Rom. 4:7; Heb. 11:3.

b. The final purpose of creation. Some find thalfiend or purpose of creation in the
happiness of man. They say that God could not ritikeself the final end, because He is
sufficient unto Himself. But it would seem to béfssvident that God does not exist for
man, but ma for God. The creature cannot be tfa &nd of creation. The Bible teaches
us clearly that God created the world for the nesidtion of His glory. Naturally, the
revelation of the glory of God is not intended asapty show to be admired by the
creature, but also aims at promoting their weltard attuning their hearts to the praise of
the Creator. Isa. 43:7; 60:21; 61:3; Ezek. 36:21,3®:7; Luke 2:14; Rom. 9:17; 11:36; |
Cor. 15:28; Eph. 1:5, 6, 12, 14, 8:9, 10; Col. 1:16

c. Substitutes for the doctrine of creation. Théyoweject the doctrine of creation resort
to one of three theories for the explanation ofwloeld. (1) Some say that original matter
is eternal, and out of it the world arose, eithentere chance, or by some higher
directing force. But this is impossible, because gannot have two eternals and
therefore two infinites alongside of each othey.@fhers maintain that God and the
world are essentially one, and that the worldneeessary issue (outflow) of the divine
being. But this view robs God of His power of sgédftermination, and men of their
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freedom and of their moral and responsible charalttalso makes God responsible for
all the evil there is in the world. (3) Still otlsetake refuge in the theory of evolution. But
this is clearly a mistake, since evolution offecsaxplanation of the world. It already
presupposes something that evolves.

2. The Spiritual World. God created not only a matdut also a spiritual world,
consisting of the angels.

a. Proof for the existence of angels. Modern libéraology has largely discarded the
belief in such spiritual beings. The Bible, howeassumes their existence throughout
and ascribes to them real personality, Il Sam.@4vatt. 24:36; Jude 6; Rev. 14:10.
Some ascribe to them airy bodies, but this is eoptto Scripture. They are pure spiritual
beings (though sometimes assuming bodily formsh, BAL2; Heb. 1:14, without flesh
and bone, Luke 24:39, and therefore invisible, €dl6. Some of them are good, holy
and elect, Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; 1l Cor. 11:14;iinT 5:21; Rev. 14:10, and others are
fallen from their original state, and thereforeledohn 8:44; 1l Pet. 2:4; Jude 6.

b. Classes of angels. There are evidently diffeckgses of angels. The Bible speaks of
cherubim, who reveal the power, majesty, and ghdr§god, and guard His holiness in
the garden of Eden, in tabernacle and temple, atieealescent of God to the earth. Gen.
3:24; Ex. 25:18; Il Sam. 22:11; Ps. 18:10; 80:119%a. 37:16. Alongside of these are
seraphim, mentioned only in Isa. 6:2, 3, 6. Thapndtas servants round about the throne
of the heavenly King, sing His praises, and are es&dy to do His bidding. They serve
the purpose of reconciliation and prepare menherproper approach to God.

Two angels are mentioned by name. The first ofehe$abriel, Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke
1:19, 26. Evidently it was his special task to andivine revelations to man and to
interpret them. The second is Michael, Dan. 10213 Jude 9; Rev. 12:7. In the Epistle
of Jude he is called the archangel. He is the maliarrior fighting the battles of Jehovah
against the enemies of the people of God and agame&vil powers in the spirit world.
Besides these the Bible mentions in general temmsipalities, powers, thrones,
dominions, Eph. 1:21; 3:10; Col. 1:16; 2:10; | B=R2. These names point to differences
of rank and dignity among the angels.

c. Work of the angels. The angels are represemst@dagsing God continually, Ps.
103:20; Isa. 6; Rev. 5:11. Since the entrancerointo the world they serve those who
inherit salvation, Heb. 1:14, rejoice at the cosi@r of sinners, Luke 15:10, watch over
believers, Ps. 3:7; 91:11, protect the little omatt. 18:10, are present in the Church, |
Cor. 11:10; Eph. 3:10; | Tim. 5:21, and convey &edirs to the bosom of Abraham, Luke
16:22. They also frequently bear special revelatonGod, Dan. 9:21-23; Zech. 1:12-14,
communicate blessings to His people, Ps. 91:111s8263:9; Dan. 6:22; Acts 5:19, and
execute judgments on His enemies, Gen. 19:1, Kints 19:85; Matt. 18:41.

d. Evil angels. Besides the good there are aldaagels, who delight in opposing God

and destroying His work. They were created gootidimlinot retain their original
position, Il Pet. 2:4; Jude 6. Their special sinas revealed, but they probably revolted
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against God and aspired to divine authority, cTHess. 2:4, 9. Satan, who was evidently
one of the princes among the angels, became tbgmazed head of those that fell away,
Matt. 26:41; 9:34; Eph. 2:2. With superhuman poleand his hosts seek to destroy the
work of God. They seek to blind and mislead evendlect, and encourage the sinner in
his evil way.

3. The Material World. In Gen. 1:1 we have the rdauf the original creation of heaven
and earth. The rest of the chapter is devoted tt vgtoften called secondary creation,
the completion of the work in six days.

a. The days of creation. The question is frequedglyated, whether the days of creation
were ordinary days or not. Geologists and evolugisrspeak of them as long periods of
time. Now the word 'day’' does not always denoter@g of twenty-four hours in the
Scripture. Cf. Gen 1:5; 2:4; Ps. 50:16; Eccl. 7Zdg¢h. 4:10. Yet the literal interpretation
of the word 'day' in the narrative of creationasdred by the following considerations:

(a) The Hebrew word yom (day) primarily denotesatinary day, and should be so
understood unless the context demands anothepiatation. (b) The repeated mention
of morning and evening favors this interpretati@).lt was evidently an ordinary day
which Jehovah set aside and hallowed as a daysbf(th In Ex. 20:9-11 Israel is
commanded to labor six days and to rest on thenslevbecause Jehovah made heaven
and earth in six days and rested on the seventhegyhe last three days were evidently
ordinary days, for they were determined by thehéarelation to the sun. And if they
were ordinary days, why not the others?

b. Work of the six days. On the first day light waeated, and by the separation of light
and darkness day and night were constituted. Tdes dot conflict with the idea that sun,
moon, and stars were created on the fourth dayhése are not themselves light, but
light-bearers. The work of the second day was alsork of separation, the separation of
the waters above from the waters below by the kskaent of the firmament. On the
third day the work of separation is continued ia separation of the sea and the dry land.
In addition to that the vegetable kingdom of plaars trees was established. By the word
of His power God caused the earth to bring fordiwvérless plants, vegetables, and fruit
trees, each yielding seed after their kind. Thetfoday brought the creation of sun,
moon, and stars, to serve a variety of purposedivide day and night, to serve as signs
of weather conditions, to determine the successidhe seasons and of days and years,
and to function as lights for the earth. The workhe fifth day consisted in the creation
of birds and fishes, the inhabitants of the air ahthe water. Finally, the sixth day is
marked by the climax of the work of creation. Thghler classes of land animals were
created, and the whole work was crowned by thetioreaf man in the image of God.

His body was formed out of the dust of the earthi)evhis soul was an immediate
creation of God. On the seventh day God rested figctreative labors and delighted in
the contemplation of His work. c. The theory of lewion. Evolutionists want to

substitute their view of the origin of things féwet Scriptural doctrine. They believe that
from the simplest forms of matter and life all éxig species of plants and animals
(including man), and also the various manifestatiohlife, such an intelligence,
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morality, and religion, developed by a perfectlyunal process, purely as the result of
natural forces. This is merely an assumption, h@neand one that fails at several points.
Moreover, it is in hopeless conflict with the naiva of creation as it is found in the

Bible.

To memorize.

Passages bearing on:
a. The fact of creation:

Gen: 1:1. "In the beginning God created the heawedshe earth.” Ps. 33:6. "By the
word of Jehovah were the heavens made, and atiasieof them by the breath of His
mouth."

John 1:3. "All things were made through Him; anthaut Him was not anything made
that hath been made."

Heb. 11:3. "By faith we understand that the woHdse been framed by the word of
God, so that what is seen hath not been made dhingfs which appear.”

b. The final end of creation:
Isa. 43:6, 7. "Bring...every one that is callednny name, and whom | have created for
my glory, whom | have formed; yea, whom | have made

Ps. 19:1, 2. "The heavens declare the glory of @nd;the firmament showeth His
handiwork."

Ps. 148:13. "Let them praise the name of JehowaHis name alone is exalted: His
glory is above the earth and the heavens." Cfctimmection.

c. Angels:
Ps. 103:20. "Bless Jehovah, ye His angels, thahaglety in strength, that fulfill His
word, hearkening unto the voice of His word."

Heb. 1:14. "Are they not all ministering spiritens forth to do service for the sake of
them that shall inherit salvation?"

Judo 6. "And the angels that kept not their prialip, but left their proper habitation, He
hath kept in everlasting bonds under darkness thietjudgment of the great day."

d. Time of creation:
Gen. 1:1. "In the beginning God created the heagadshe earth.”

Ex. 20:11. "For in six days Jehovah made heavereariti, the sea, and all that in them

is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore Jehdeakdu the sabbath day and hallowed
it."
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For Further Study:
a. In what sense is the word 'to create' used.ibP%0; 104:30; Isa. 46:7?

b. Do Gen. 1:11, 12, 20, 24 favor the idea of etoh? Cf. Gen. 1:21, 25; 2:9.

c. Do the following passages tell us anything abbetsin of the angels? if so, what? Ii
Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; cf. also Il Thess. 2:4-12.

Questions for Review

. What is creation?

. Was creation a free or a necessary act of God?

. Is the word 'create’ always used in the samges@nScripture?

. Does the Bible prove creation out of nothing?evér?

. What two views are there as to the final endre&tion?

. In what sense is the glory of God the final end?

. What substitutes have been suggested for theimmof creation?
. What is the nature of the angels?

. What orders of angels are named in Scripture?

10. What is the function of Gabriel and Michael?

11. What is the work of the angels?

12. What proof have we for the existence of evijela?

13. Were they created evil?

14. Were the days in Genesis ordinal days or l@rg@s?

15. What did God create on each of the six days?

16. Is the theory of evolution consistent with tteetrine of creation?
17. Can you name some of the points on which thiésrd

OCO~NOULEWNPE

Chapter 10: Providence

Since God not only created the world but also upddl we naturally pass from the
doctrine of creation to that of divine providentlis may be defined as that work of
God in which He preserves all His creatures, izvach all that happens in the world,
and directs all things to their appointed endndfudes three elements, of which the first
pertains primarily to the being, the second toatigvity, and the third to the purpose of
all things.

1. The Elements of Divine Providence. We distingulwee elements:

a. Divine preservation. This is that continuous kvafr God by which He upholds all
things. While the world has a distinct existencd smnot a part of God, it nevertheless
has the ground of its continued existence in Gablirant in itself. It endures through a
continued exercise of divine power by which alhtig are maintained in being and
action. This doctrine is taught in the followingspages: Ps. 136:25; 145:15; Neh. 9:6;
Acts 17:28; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3.
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b. Divine concurrence. This may be defined aswmak of God by which He co-operates
with all His creatures and causes them to act pegcas they do. It implies that there are
real secondary causes in the world, such as thensoet nature and the will of man, and
asserts that these do not work independently of God works in every act of His
creatures, not only in their good but also in tleit acts. He stimulates them to action,
accompanies their action at every moment, and miakesaction effective. However, we
should never think of God and man as equal catise$ormer is the primary, and the
latter only a secondary cause. Neither should wea&we of them as each doing a part of
the work like a team of horses. The same deedits antirety both a deed of God and a
deed of man. Moreover, we should guard againsteethat this co-operation makes
God responsible for man's sinful deeds. This doetis based on Scripture, Deut. 8:18;
Ps. 104:20, 21, 30; Amos 3:6; Matt. 6:45; 10:29sA4:17; Phil. 2:13.

c. Divine government. This is the continued acyivit God whereby He rules all things
so that they answer to the purpose of their extgte@od is represented as King of the
universe both in the Old and in the New Testamdatadapts His rule to the nature of
the creatures which He governs; His governmertt@physical world differs from that
of the spiritual world. It is universal, Ps. 103;T¥an, 4:34, 35, includes the most
insignificant things, Matt. 10:29-31, and that whis seemingly accidental, Prov. 16:33,
and bears on both the good and the evil deeds of Rtal. 2:18; Gen. 50:20; Acts 14:16.

2. Misconceptions of Divine Providence. In the dioet of providence we should guard
against two misconceptions:

a. The Deistic conception. This is to the effeet tBod's concern with the world is of the
most general nature. He created the world, estaaligs laws, set it in motion, and then
withdrew from it. He wound it up like a clock, andw lets it run off. It is only when
something goes wrong that He interferes with itgif@r operation. God, is only a God
afar off.

b. The Pantheistic conception. Pantheism doesagognize the distinction between God
and the world. It identifies the two, and therefl@@ves no room for providence in the
proper sense of the word. There are, strictly spgako such things as secondary
causes. God is the direct author of all that trecaspn the world. Even the acts which we
ascribe to man as really acts of God. God is orBod that is near, and not a God afar
off.

3. Extraordinary Providences or Miracles. We dmtish between general and special
providences, and among the latter the miraclespycan important place. A miracle is a
supernatural work of God, that is a work whichags@amplished without the mediation of
secondary causes. If God sometimes apparentlysesesidary causes in the production
of miracles, He employs them in an unusual wayhabthe work Is after all
supernatural. Some regard miracles as impossibtause they involve a violation of the
laws of nature. But this is a mistake. The so-ddievs of nature merely represent God's
usual method of working. And the fact that God geltg works according to a definite
order does not mean that He cannot depart fronothisr, and cannot without violating
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or disturbing it bring about unusual results. Eweam can lift up his hand and throw a
ball into the air in spite of the law of gravitatiand without in any way disturbing its
operation. Surely, this is not impossible for timenipotent God. The miracles of the
Bible are means of revelation. Num. 16:28; Jer2@2John 2:11; 5:36.

To memorize.Passages referring to:

a. Preservation:
Ps. 36:6b. "0 Jehovah, thou preservest man and'beas

Neh. 9:6. "Thou art Jehovah, even thou alone; trami made heaven, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, the earth and atigkithat are thereon, the seas all that is in
them, and thou preservest them all.”

Col. 1:17. "And He is before all things, and in Hahthings consist.”

b. Concurrence.

Deut. 8:18a. "But thou shalt remember Jehovah thg, ®r it is He that giveth thee
power to get wealth."

Amos 3:6. "Shall the trumpet be blown in a cityddhe people be not afraid? shall evil
befall a city, and Jehovah hath not done it?"

Phil. 2:13. "For it is God who worketh in you bdthwill and to work, for His good
pleasure."

c. Government.
Ps. 108:19. "Jehovah hath established His throtigeimeavens; and His Kingdom ruleth
over all.”

Dan. 4:3b. "His kingdom is an everlasting kingdamg His dominion is from generation
to generation."

| Tim. 6:15. "Which in its own times He shall showho is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords."

d. Miracles and their design:

Ex. 16:11. "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Jehovah, amiveggods? Who is like Thee
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wers?"

Ps. 72:18. "Blessed be Jehovah God, the God dflJsvho alone doeth wondrous
things."
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Mark 2:10. "But that ye may know that the Son ohrhath power on earth to forgive
sins, He saith to the sick of the palsy, | say uh&®, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go
thy wan into thy house."

John 2:11. "This beginning of miracles did JesuSama of Galilee, and manifested forth
His glory; and His disciples believed on Him."

For Further Study:
a. Name some examples of special providences. €ft.2:7; | Kings 17:6, 16; Il Kings
4:6; Matt. 14:20.

b. How should belief in divine providence affect cares? Isa. 41:10; Matt. 6:32; Luke
12:7; Phil. 4:6, 7; | Pet. 5:7.

c. Name some of the blessings of providence. @f.25:4; Ps. 121:4; Luke 12:7; Deut.
33:28; Ps. 37:28; 11 Tim. 4:18.

Questions for Review

. How is the doctrine of providence related td tifecreations?

. What is divine providence?

. What is the difference between general and appmvidence?

. What are the objects of divine providence?

. What are the three elements of providence, amddo they differ?

. How must we conceive of the divine concurrence?

. How far does the divine government extend?

. What is a miracle, and what purpose do the wscapmiracles serve?
. Why do some consider miracles impossible?

O©CO~NOUILA,WNBE

Part Ill: The Doctrine of Man in Relation to God

Chapter 11: Man in His Original State

From the discussion of the doctrine of God we ast that of man, the crown of God's
handiwork.

1. The Essential Elements of Human Nature. Thelusex is that man consists of two
parts, body and soul. This is in harmony with thé-sonsciousness of man, and is also
borne out by a study of Scripture, which speaksiah as consisting of "body and soul,"
Matt. 6:25; 10:28, or of "body and spirit," EccR:Z; | Cor. 5:3,5. Some are of the

opinion that the words 'soul’ and 'spirit' denatéecent elements, and that therefore man
consists of three parts, body, soul, and spirit| Thess. 5:23. It is evident, however, that
the two words 'soul’ and 'spirit' are used intengjgably. Death is sometimes described as
a giving up of the soul, Gen. 35:18; | Kings 17:2ad sometimes as the giving up of the
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spirit, Luke 23:46; Acts 7:59. The dead are in saases named "souls,” Rev. 9:6; 20:4,
and in others 'spirits," | Pet 3:19; Heb. 12:23e Tho terms denote the spiritual element
in man from different points of view. As spiritig the principle of life and action, which
controls the body, and as soul it is the persamajest, which thinks and feels and wills,
and in some cases the seat of the affections.

2. The Origin of the Soul in Each Individual. Thare three views respecting the origin
of the individual souls.

a. Pre-existentialism. Some advocated the ideahbkagouls of men existed in a previous
state, and that something that happened then atscfaurtheir present condition. A few
found in this an explanation of the fact that mabarn as a sinner. This view finds no
favor now.

b. Traducianism. According to this View men derileir souls as well as their bodies
from their parents. This is the common view inlthgheran Church. Support for it is

found in the fact that nothing is said about thesation of Eve's soul, and that descendants
are said to be in the loins of their Fathers, @&126; Heb. 7:9, 10. Furthermore, it

seems to be favored by the fact that in the casmiofals both body and soul are passed
on from the old to the young, by the inheritancéaofily traits and peculiarities, and by
the inheritance of sinful corruption, which is atteaof the soul more than of the body.
However, it is burdened with serious difficultiétseither makes the parents creators, or
assumes that the soul of man can be divided imniowsparts. Moreover, it endangers

the sinlessness of Jesus.

c. Creationism. This holds that each soul is actliceeation of God, of which the time
cannot be precisely determined. The soul is supptusbe created pure, but to become
sinful even before birth by entering into that cdexpof sin by which humanity as a
whole is burdened. This view is common in Reforroedes. It is favored by the fact
that Scripture represents the body and the somlawf as having different origins, Eccl.
12:7; Isa. 42:5; Zech. 12:1; Heb. 12:9. Moreoves more in harmony with the spiritual
nature of the soul, and safeguards the sinlessridesus. It is not free from difficulties,
however. It does not explain the inheritance ofifamnaits, and may seem to make God
the Creator of sinful souls.

3. Man as the Image of God. The Bible teachesntizet is created in the image of God.
According to Gen. 1:26, God said, "Let us make mawur image, after our likeness."
The two words 'image’ and 'likeness' evidently demloe same thing. The following
passages show that they are used interchangeaday: 16, 27; 5:1; 9:6; | Cor. 11:7;
Col. 3:10; Jas. 3:9. The word 'likeness' probabiysses the fact that the image is most
like or very similar. There are different viewstbé image of God in man:

a. The Roman Catholic view:. Roman Catholics fimelimage of God in certain natural

gifts with which man is endowed, such as the smility of the soul, the freedom of the
will, and immortality. To these God added a suptnrad gift, called original
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righteousness, to keep the lower nature in chelais. i$ supposed to constitute man's
likeness to God.

b. The Lutheran view. The Lutherans are not alkkadron this point, but the prevailing
opinion is that the image of God consists onlyhiose spiritual qualities with which man
was endowed at creation, namely, true knowledgbieobusness, and holiness. These
may be designated original righteousness. This 8ewo restricted.

c. The Reformed view. The Reformed distinguish leetwthe natural and the moral
image of God. The former is the broader of the @l is generally said to consist in
man's spiritual, rational, moral, and immortal lgeifihis was obscured but not lost by
sin. The latter is the image of God in the morériged sense, and consists in true
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. This wadlpsin and is restored in Christ,
Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10. Since man retained the imagke broader sense, he can still be
called the image or image-bearer of God, Gen.I1gyr. 11:7; 15:49; Jas 3:9.

4. Man in the Covenant of Works. God at once edter® covenant relationship with
man. This original covenant is called the covermdntorks.

a. Scripture proof for the covenant of works. (AuRdraws a parallel between Adam and
Christ in Rom. 5:12-21. In Adam all men died, buthrist all those who are His are
made alive. This means that Adam was the represaenteead of all men, just as Christ
is now the representative head of all those whdHase(2) In Hos. 6:7 we read: "But

they like Adam have transgressed the covenant” (Rev.). Adam's sin is called a
transgression of the covenant.

b. The elements of the covenant of works. (1) Tértigs. A covenant is always a
compact between two parties. In this case theyharériune God, the sovereign Lord of
the universe, and Adam as the representative diuhean race. Since these parties are
very unequal, the covenant naturally partakes ehtiture of an arrangement imposed on
man. (2) The promise. The promise of the covenat tve promise of life in the highest
sense, life raised above the possibility of dealktis is what believers now receive
through Christ, the last Adam. (3) The conditioheTcondition was that of absolute
obedience. The positive command not to eat ofréee df the knowledge of good and evil
was clearly a test of pure obedience. (4) The pgnBhe penalty was death in the most
inclusive sense of the word, physical, spirituak] @ternal. This consists not only in the
separation of body and soul, but more fundamentaltite separation of the soul from
God. (5) The sacrament(s). In all probability treetof life was the only sacrament of

this covenant,-- if it was indeed a sacramentedinss to have been appointed as a symbol
and seal of life.

c. The present validity of the covenant of worksm#ians hold that this covenant was
wholly set aside. But this is not correct. The dedchaf perfect obedience still stands for
those who do not accept the righteousness of Chast 18:5; Gal. 3:12. Though they
cannot meet the requirement, the condition stabéields no more, however, for those
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who are in Christ, since He met the demands ofatefor them. It ceased to be a way of
life, for as such it is powerless after the fall.

To memorize.Passages bearing on:

a. The elements of human nature:

Matt. 10:28. "And be not afraid of them that kiletbody, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him who is able to destroy bothybaad soul in hell.”

Rom. 8:10. "And if Christ is in you, the body isadebecause of sin; but the spirit is life
because of righteousness."

b. The creation of the soul:
Eccl. 12:7. "And the dust returneth to the eartht ass, and the spirit returneth unto God
who gave it."

Heb. 12:9. "Furthermore, we had the fathers offl@sh to chasten us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjet¢tidhe Father of spirits, and live?"

c. Man's creation in the image of God:
Gen. 1:27. "And God created man in His own imagehe image of God created He
him; male and female created He them."

Gen. 9:6. "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man Blsatilood be shed; for in the image
of God made He man."

d. Man in general even now tie image of God:
Gen. 9:6. Cf. above under c.

Jas. 3:9. "Therewith bless we the Lord and Fa#mad;therewith curse we men, who are
made in the likeness of God."

e. The restoration of the image of God in man:
Eph. 4:24. "And put on the new man, that after Gath been created in righteousness
and holiness of truth."

Col. 3:10. "And have put on the new man, that isdpeenewed unto knowledge after the
image of Him that created him."

f. The covenant of works:
Hos. 6:7. "But they like Adam have transgresseccthenant.”

| Cor. 16:22. "For as in Adam all die, so also imri&t shall all be made alive."

For Further Study:
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a. How would you explain the passages which seamyity that man consists of three
elements, | Thess. 6:23; Heb. 4:12; compare Mat872

b. Does man's dominion over the rest of creatien &rm part of the image of God?
Gen. 1:26, 28; Ps. 8:6-8; Heb. 2:5-9.

c. What indications of a covenant can you find enG2 and 3?
Questions for Review

1. What is the usual view of the elements of humatare, and how can this be proved?
2. What other view is there, and what passages sesapport it?

3. What different views are there as to the orgithe soul?

4. What are the arguments for, and the objectiommth one of these?

5. Do the words 'image' and likeness denote difitettgngs?

6. What is the Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, aedRbformed view of the image of
God in man?

7. What distinction do the Reformed make, and vehy, important?

8. What Bible proof have we for the covenant of ke@r

9. Who are the parties in the covenants?

10. What is the promise, the condition, the penaltyl the sacrament of the covenants?
11. In what sense does this covenant still hold?

12. In what sense is it abolished?

Chapterl2: Man in the State of Sin

1. The Origin of Sin. The Bible teaches us thatesitered the world as the result of the
transgression of Adam and Eve in paradise. Thedinswas occasioned by the
temptation of Satan in the form of a serpent, wdwesl in man's heart the seeds of
distrust and unbelief. Scripture clearly indicatest the serpent, who appears as the
tempter in the story of the fall, was but an instemt of Satan, John 8:44; Rom. 16:20; Il
Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:9. The first sin consisted immaaating of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. This eating was sinful simply &ese God had forbidden it. It clearly
showed that man was not willing to subject his wilconditionally to the will of God,
and comprised several elements. In the intellgetvéaled itself as unbelief and pride, in
the will as the desire to be like God, and in tfieciions an unholy satisfaction in eating
of the forbidden fruit. As a result of it man lake image of God in the restricts sense,
became guilty and utterly corrupt, and fell under sway of death, Gen. 3:19; Rom.
5:12; 6:23.

2. The Essential Nature of Sin. At present mansiulte the word 'evil' for 'sin,’ but this
is a poor substitute, for the word 'sin’ is far emspecific. It denotes a kind of euvil,
namely, a moral evil for which man is responsibid ahich brings him under a sentence
of condemnation. The modern tendency is to regaregiely as a wrong done to one's
fellow-beings misses the point entirely, for suchrang can be called sin only in so far
as it is contrary to the will of God. Sin is cortlgaefined by Scripture as "lawlessness,"
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| John 3:4. It is lack of conformity to the law @Gbd, and as such the opposite of that love
which is required by the divine law. The Bible ajwacontemplates it in relation to the
law, Rom. 1: 32; 2:12-14; 4:15; 5:13; Jas. 2:9,I11yhn 3:4. It is first of all guilt,

making men liable to punishment, Rom. 3:19; 5:18).22:8, and then also inherent
corruption or moral pollution. All men are guilty Adam, and are therefore born with a
corrupt nature. Job 14:4; Jer. 17:9; Isa. 6:5; R&®8; Eph. 4:17-19. Sin has its seat in
the heart of man, and from this center influenbesiitellect, the will, and the affections,
in fact the whole man, and finds expression thrainghbody. Prov. 4:23; Jer. 17:9; Matt.
15:19, 20; Luke 6:45; Heb. 3:12. In distinctionfréhe Roman Catholics we maintain
that it does not consist in outward acts only,ibaludes evil thoughts, affections, and
intents of the heart. Matt. 5:22, 28; Rom. 7:7;.Gal7, 24.

3. Sin in the Life of the Human Race. Three pod#serve consideration here:

a. The connection between Adam's sin and thatsofiéscendants. This has been
explained in three different ways. (1) The earleegtlanation is called the realistic

theory, which is to the effect that God originatlgated one general human nature, which
in course of time divided into as many parts asetlaee human individuals. Adam
possessed the whole of this general human natodethaough his sin it became guilty

and polluted. Naturally, every individual part bEhares this guilt and pollution. (2) In

the days of the Reformation the representativeryheamme to the foreground. According
to this view Adam stood in a twofold relation t@ lescendants: he was their natural
head, and he was their representative as the li¢lad covenant. When he sinned as their
representative, this sin was also imputed to tfeerd,as a result they are all born in a
corrupt state. This is our Reformed view. (3) Adhiheory, not as well known, is that of
mediate imputation. It holds that the guilt of Adarsin is not directly placed to our
account. His corruption is passed on to his deso@sdand this makes them personally
guilty. They are not corrupt because they are ginltAdam, but guilty because they are
corrupt.

b. Original and Actual Sin. We distinguish betweeiginal and actual sin. All men are
born in a sinful state and condition, which is edlbriginal sin, and is the root of all the
actual sins that are committed.

(1) Original sin. This includes both guilt and poibn. The guilt of Adam's sin is
imputed to us. Because he sinned as our repreisentat are guilty in him. Moreover,
we also inherit his pollution, and now have a pesitisposition toward sin. Man is by
nature totally depraved. This does not mean thetyewan is as bad as he can be, but
that sin has corrupted every part of his naturerandered him unable to do any spiritual
good. He may still do many praiseworthy thingsalation to his fellow-beings, but even
his best works are radically defective, becausg #éne not prompted by love to God nor
done in obedience to God. This total depravity iaadbility is denied by Pelagians,
Arminians, and Modernists, but is clearly taughSuripture, Jer. 17:9; John 5:42; 6:44;
15:4, 5; Rom. 7:18, 23, 24; 8:7, 8; | Cor. 2:14Cbr. 7:1; Eph. 2:1-3; 4:18; Il Tim. 3:2-4;
Tit. 1:16; Heb. 11:6.
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(2) Actual sin. The term 'actual sin' denotes mdy gins consisting in outward acts, but
also those conscious thoughts, desires, and desithat proceed from original sin. They
are the sins which the individual performs in aistion from his inherited nature and
inclination. While original sin is one, actual sim® manifold. They may be sins of the
inner life, such as pride, envy, hatred, senswst/iand evil desires; or sins of the outer
life, such as deceit, theft, murder, adultery, sodn. Among these there is one
unpardonable sin, namely, the sin of blasphemynatyéie Holy Spirit, after which a
change of heart is impossible, and for which ias necessary to pray, Matt, 12:31, 32;
Mark 3:28-30; Luke 12:10; Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26, 23phn 5:16.

c. The Universality of Sin. Scripture and experiboth teach us that sin is universal.
Even the Pelagians do not deny this, though theslesit to external conditions, such as
a bad environment, evil examples, and s wrong &inetlucation.

There are passages in which the Bible directlyrestige universality of sin, such as |
Kings 8:46; Ps. 143: 2; Prov. 20:9; Eccl. 7:20; RG@m-12, 19, 23; Gal 3:22; Jas. 3:2; |
John 1:8, 10. Moreover, it teaches that man isisindm birth, so that this cannot be
considered as the result of imitation, Job 14:45Rs5; John 3:6. Even infants are
considered sinful, for they are subject to deathictvis the penalty for sin, Rom. 5:12-
14. All men are by nature under condemnation, hecefore need the redemption which
is in Christ Jesus. Children are never made anptxeeto this rule. John 3:3, 5; Eph.
2:3; 1 John 5:12.

To memorize.Passages to prove:

a. That sin is guilt:

Rom. 5:18. "So then as through one trespass thlredt came unto all men to
condemnation; even so through one act of rightezassthe free gift came unto all men
to justification of life."

| John 3:4. "Every one that doeth sin doeth alsddasness; and sin is lawlessness."

Eph. 2:3. "Among whom we also all once lived in bhgts of our flesh, doing the desires
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by naturkeladm of wrath, even as the rest.”

b. That sin is pollution:
Jer. 17:9. "The heart is deceitful above all thjraygl it is exceedingly corrupt: who can
know it?"

Rom. 7:18, "For | know that in me, that is in mgsh, dwelleth no good thing; for to will
is present with me, but to do that which is goodads"

Rom. 8:6. "For they that are after the flesh mimel things of the flesh; but they that are
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit."
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c. That sin has its seat in the heart:
Jer. 17:9. Cf. above under b.

Matt. 16:19. "For out of the heart come forth eéhdughts murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, railings."

Heb. 3:12. "Take heed, brethren, lest haply thieadl e in any one of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in falling away from the living God."

d. That Adam's guilt is imputed to us:

Rom. 5:12. "Through one man sin entered into thedyand death through sin; and so
death passed unto all men, for that all sinnedsbAderse 19. "For as through one man's
disobedience the many were made sinners, evem@aagtihthe obedience of the one shall
the many be made righteous."

| Cor. 15:21, 22. "For since by man came deathmby came also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christlgtlisbe made alive.”

e. That man is totally depraved:
Jer. 17:9; Rom. 7:18; 8:5. Cf. under b. above.

g. That sin is universal:
| Kings 8:46. "For there is no man that sinnethnot

Ps. 143:2. "And enter not into judgment with thyst; for in thy sight no living man is
righteous."

Rom. 3:12. "They have all turned aside, they apobme unprofitable; there is none that
doeth good, no, not so much as one."

| John 1:8. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceurselves, and the truth is not in
us."

For Further Study:

a. Can you give some other scriptural names f& 3ab 15:- 5; 33:9; Ps. 32:1, 2; 55:15;
Rom. 1:18; 5:15; | John 3:4.

b. Does the word 'evil' ever mean anything elsa #ia in Scripture? If so, what? Cf. Ex.
5:19; Il Kings 6:33; 22:16; Ps. 41:8; 91:10; Prig:4.

c. Does the Bible explicitly teach that man isransr from birth? Ps. 51:5; Isa. 48:8.

Questions for Review
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. What it the biblical view of the origin of sin?

. What was the first sin, and what elements cagistenguished in it?
. How would you prove that Satan was the real ter?p

. What were the results of the first sin?

. Do the words 'sin’ and 'evil' mean the same ghin

. Where does sin have its seat in man?

. Does sin consist only in outward acts?

. What different views are there respecting theneation between Adam's sin and that
of his descendants?

9. What is original sin, and how does actual sffedfrom it?

10. How do you conceive of total depravity?

11. What proof is there for the universality ofain

O~NO U, WN B

Chapter 13: Man in the Covenant of Grace

For the sake of clearness we distinguish betwesidlienant of redemption and the
covenant of grace. The two are so closely reldtatithey can be and sometimes are,
considered as one. The former is the eternal fdiordaf the latter.

1. The Covenant of Redemption. This is also céllled counsel of peace,"” a name
derived from Zech. 6:13. It is a covenant betwéenHather, representing the Trinity,
and the Son as the representative of the elect.

a. The scriptural basis for it. It is clear that fhlan of redemption was included in God's
eternal decree, Eph. 1:4 ff.; 3:11; Il Tim. 1:9.riShspeaks of promises made to Him
before He came into the world, and repeatedly sefea commission which He received
from the Father, John 5:30, 43; 6:38-40; 17:4-12 iddevidently a covenant head, Rom.
5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15: -- 22. In Ps. 2:7-9 the partéshe covenant are mentioned and a
promise is indicated, and in Ps. 40:7, 8 the Méssigresses His readiness to do the
Father's will in becoming a sacrifice for sin.

b. The Son in the covenant of redemption. Chrisbisonly the Head but also the Surety
of the covenant of redemption, Heb. 7:22, A suietyne who takes upon himself the
legal obligations of another. Christ took the plaEéhe sinner, to bear the penalty of sin
and to meet the demands of the law for His pedeso doing He became the last
Adam, a life-giving spirit, | Cor. 15:45. For Chrihis covenant was a covenant of
works, in which He met the requirements of the ioagcovenant, but for us it is the
eternal foundation of the covenant of grace. Itsefies are limited to the elect. They only
obtain the redemption and inherit the glory whidiri€t merited for sinners.

c. Requirements and promises in the covenant einption. (1) The Father required of
the Son that He should assume human nature wigiatent infirmities, though without
sin, Gal. 4:4, 5; Heb. 2:10, 11, 14, 15; 4:15; tHatshould place Himself under the law
to pay the penalty and to merit eternal life fag tHect, Ps. 40:8; John 10:11; Gal. 1:4;
4:4, 5; and that He should apply His merits to pisple by the renewing operation of
the Holy Spirit, thus securing the consecratiotheir lives to God, John 10:28; 17:19-
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22; Heb. 5:7-9. (2) And the Father promised the thahHe would prepare for Him a
body, Heb. 10:5, would anoint Him with the Holy Bpilsa. 42:1; 61:1; John 3:34,

would support Him in His work, Isa. 42:6, 7; Luk2:23 would deliver Him from the
power of death and place Him at His own right hda®&l,16:8-11; Phil. 2:9-11, would
enable Him to [s]end the Spirit for the formatidrttee Church, John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13,
14, would draw and preserve the elect, John 63743, 44, 45, and would grant Him a
numerous seed, Ps. 22:27; 72:17

2. The Covenant of Grace. On the basis of the @wenf redemption God established
the covenant of grace. Several particulars caltéomsideration here.

a. The contracting parties. God is the first partthe covenant. He establishes the
covenant and determines the relation in which dwesd party will stand to Him. It is
not so easy to determine who the second partyhis pfevailing opinion in Reformed
circles is that it is the elect sinner in Christe\8hould bear in mind, however, that the
covenant may be viewed in two different ways:

(1) As an end in itself, a covenant of mutual fdship or communion of life, which is
realized in the course of history through the ofieneof the Holy Spirit. It represents a
condition in which privileges are improved for stial ends, the promises of God are
embraced by a living faith, and the promised blessiare fully realized. So conceived, it
may be defined as that gracious agreement betwedrafd the elect sinner in Christ, in
which God gives Himself with all the blessings alvation to the elect sinner, and the
latter embraces God and all His gracious giftsaithf Deut. 7:9; 1l Cron. 6:14; Ps.
25:10, 14; 103:17, 18.

(2) As a means to an end, a purely legal arrangefoethe realization of a spiritual end.
It is evident that the Bible sometimes speaks efdbvenant as including some in whom
the promises are never realized, such as Ishmsal, Ehe wicked sons of Eli, and the
rebellious Israelites who died in their sins. Thganant may be regarded as a purely
legal agreement, in which God guarantees the bigssif salvation to all who believe. If
we think of the covenant in this broader sensecavesay that God established it with
believers and their children, Gen. 17:7; Acts 286m. 9:1-4.

b. The promises and requirements of the covenametykeovenant has two sides; it offers
certain privileges and imposes certain obligations.

(1) The promises of the covenant. The main promwisgke covenant, which includes all
others, is contained in the oftrepeated words,illle a God unto thee and to thy seed
after thee," Jer. 31:33; 32:38-40; Ezek. 34:23385,31; 36:25-28; Heb. 8:10; Il Cor.
6:16-18. This promise includes all others, sucthagpromise of temporal blessings, of
justification, of the Spirit of God, and of finalagification in a life that never ends. Job
19:25-27; Ps. 16:11; 73:24-26; Isa. 43:25; Jei33134; Ezek. 36:27; Dan. 12:2, 3; Gal.
4:4, 5, 6; Tit, 3:7; Heb. 11:7; Jas. 2:5.
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(2) The requirements of the covenant. The coveoigtace is not a covenant of works;
it requires no work with a view to merit. Howevirdoes contain requirements and
imposes obligations on man. By meeting the demahtise covenant man earns nothing,
but merely puts himself in the way in which Godlwidbmmunicate to him the promised
blessings. Moreover, it should be borne in mind &wen the requirements are covered
by the promises: God gives man all that He requifdsm. The two things which He
demands of those who stand in covenant relatiortshipm are

(a) that they accept the covenant and the covemantises by faith, and thus enter upon
the life of the covenant; and

(b) that from the principle of the new life borntnn them, they consecrate themselves to
God in new obedience.

c. The characteristics of the covenant. The coveniagrace is a gracious covenant,
because it is a fruit and manifestation of the graicGod to sinners. It is grace from start
to finish. It is also an eternal and inviolable enant, to which God will always be true,
though men may break it. Even in its widest exieinicludes only a part of mankind,

and is therefore particular. If its New Testamespédnsation is called universal, this is
done only in view of the fact that it is not limitéo the Jews, as the Old Testament
dispensation was. This covenant is also charaetéby unity. It is essentially the same
in all dispensations, though the form of its adsti@tion changes. The essential promise
is the same, Gen. 17:7; Heb. 8:10, the gospekisdime, Gal. 3:8, the requirement of
faith is the same, Gal. 3:6, 7, and the Mediattihegssame, Heb. 13:8. The covenant is
both conditional and unconditional. It is condi@ibecause it is dependent on the merits
of Christ and because the enjoyment of the litdférs depends on the exercise of faith.
But it is unconditional in the sense that it doesdepend on any merits of man. And,
finally, it is testamentary as a free and sovereligposition on the part of God. It is
called a 'testament’ in Heb. 9:16, 17. This namesses the facts,

(1) that it is a free arrangement of God;
(2) that its New Testament dispensation was usharby the death of Christ; and

(3) that in it God gives what He demands. The canenf grace differs from the
covenant of works in that it has a mediator. Chsisepresented as the Mediator of the
new covenant, | Tim. 2:5; Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24.isi®&ediator, not only merely in the
sense that He intervenes between God and man forspeace and to persuade to it, but
in the sense that He is armed with full power tatldhat is necessary for the actual
establishment of peace. As our Surety, Heb. 7:22assumes our guilt, pays the penalty
of sin, fulfills the law, and thus restores peace.

d. Membership in the covenant. Adults can entecthenant as a purely legal
arrangement only by faith. And when they so erntehey at the same time gain entrance
into the covenant as a communion of life. Theyefae enter upon the full covenant life
at once. Children of believers, however, entercthesnant as a legal arrangement by
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birth, but this does not necessarily mean that #iey at once enter it as a communion of
life, nor even that they will ever enter it in thisnse. Yet the promise of God gives a
reasonable assurance that the covenant life wikakzed in them. As long as they do
not manifest the contrary we may proceed on thenagson that they possess the new
life. When they grow up, they must accept theirez@ant responsibilities voluntarily by a
true confession of faith. Failure to do this mattemsm covenant breakers. From the
preceding it follows that unregenerate persons taanporarily be in the covenant as a
purely legal relationship, Rom. 9:4. They are retpgd as covenant children, are subject
to its requirements and share its ministrationgyTileceive the seal of baptism, enjoy the
common blessings of the covenant, and may eveakzadf some special operations of
the Holy Spirit. If they do not accept the corresping responsibilities, they will be
judged as breakers of the covenant. The differespiethsations of the covenant.

(1) The first revelation of the covenant is found3en. 3:15, which is usually called the
protevangel or the maternal promise. This doeyeabtefer to the formal establishment
of the covenant.

(2) The covenant with Noah is of a very generalireatis a covenant with all flesh. It
conveys only natural blessings, and is therefairenatalled the covenant of nature or of
common grace. It is closeconnected, however, \mghcbvenant of grace. It is also a fruit
of the grace of God and guarantees those natudakeamporal blessings which are
absolutely necessary for the realization of theecawnt of grace.

(3) The covenant with Abraham marks its formal lelssément. It is the beginning of the
Old Testament particularistic administration of tovenant, which is now limited to
Abraham and his descendants, Faith stands out pemthy as its necessary requirement,
and circumcision becomes its seal.

(4) The covenant at Sinai is essentially the sasrtbat established with Abraham, but
now takes in the whole nation of Israel, and thealne a national covenant. Though it
strongly stresses the keeping of the law, it shaoltbe regarded as a renewed covenant
of works. The law increased the consciousnessipfRaim. 3:20, and became a tutor
unto Christ, Gal. 3:24. Passover was added asomdeacrament.

(5) The new covenant, as revealed in the New Testgnder. 31:31; Heb. 8:8, 13, is
essentially the same as that of the Old TestarfRamh. 4; Gal. 3. It now breaks through
the barriers of particularism and becomes univenstide sense that its blessings are
extended to people of all nations. Its blessingobee fuller and more spiritual, and
baptism and the Lord's Supper are substitutechiboid Testament sacraments.

To memorize Passages bearing on:
a. Thee parties of the covenant:

Gen. 3:15. "And | will put enmity between thee @hd woman, and between thy seed
and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thedtulstuise his heel."
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Gen. 3:15: "And | will put enmity between thee dhd and thee and thy seed after thee
throughout their generations for an everlastingeo@awt, to be a God unto thee and to thy
seed after thee." Ex. 19:5, 6a. "Now thereforgeifvill obey my voice indeed, and keep
my covenant, then shall ye be mine own possessiom &mong all peoples: for all the
earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdopriests, and a holy nation."”

Jer. 31:31-33, "Behold, the days come, saith Jdhdtat | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, and with the house oBbudot according to the covenant that |
made with their fathers in the day that | took tHgyrthe hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, altfiouwas a husband unto them, saith
Jehovah. But this is the covenant that | will maken the house of Israel after those
days, saith Jehovah: | will put my law in their @nat parts, and in their heart will | write
it; and | will be their God, and they shall be ngople."

Acts 2:39. "For to you is the promise, and to ychitdren, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto.Hi

b. Its promises and requirements:
Cf. Gen. 17:7; Ex. 19:5; 6a; Jer. 31:33 under avabfor the essential promise.

Gen. 15:6. "And he (Abraham) believed in Jehoval, lde reckoned it to him for
righteousness."

Ex. 19:5. "Now therefore, if ye will obey my voigedeed, and keep my covenant, then
ye shall be mine own possession from among all lpedp

Ps. 25:14. "The friendship of Jehovah is with thbat fear Him; and He will show them
His covenant.”

Ps. 103:17, 18. "But the lovingkindness of Jehasdlom everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness ahildren's children; to such as keep
His covenant, and to those that remember His ptet¢emo them."

Gal. 3:7, 9. "Know therefore that they that ardaith, the same are sons of Abraham....
So then they that are of faith are blessed witthfiali Abraham."

c. Characteristics of the covenant:

Eternal. Gen. 17:19b. "And | will establish my coaat with him for an everlasting
covenant for his seed after him." Isa. 54:10. 'fhermountains may depart, and the hills
be removed; but my lovingkindness shall not defsparh thee, neither shall my covenant
of peace be removed, saith Jehovah that hath noardyee.” Isa. 24:5. "The earth also is
polluted under the inhabitants thereof; becausg ltlhee transgressed the laws, violated
the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.”

Unity. Gal. 3:7, 9 under b. above. Rom. 4:11. "Awdreceived the sign of circumcision,
a seal of the righteousness of the faith whichdgewhile he was in uncircumcision; that
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he might be the father of all them that believeutyh they be in uncircumcision, that
righteousness might be reckoned unto them"

Testamentary. Heb. 9:17, 18. "For a testamentigroé where there hath been death; for
it doth never avail while he that made it livethh&vefore even the first covenant hath
not been dedicated without blood."

d. The Mediator of the covenant:

| Tim. 2:5. "For there is one God, one Mediatoodietween God and men, Himself

man, Christ Jesus." Heb. 7:22. "By so much alsb basus become the Surety of a better
covenant."

Heb. 8:6. "But now He hath obtained a ministrytinare excellent, by so much as He is
also the Mediator of a better covenant, which H&tn enacted upon better promises.”

For Further Study:
a. Can you name some special covenants mentiortad Bible? Gen. 31:44; Deut. 29:1;
| Sam. 18:3; Il Sam. 28:5.

b. 801 Can you name instances of covenant breakieg? 25:32- 34, cf. Heb. 12:16, 17,
Ex. 32:1-14; Num. 14; Num. 16; Judg. 2:11 ff.; h§&:12 ff.; Isa. 24:5; Ezek. 16:59;
Hos. 6:7; 8:1; 10:4.

c. Did the giving of the law change the covenastasally? Rom. 4:13-17; Gal. 3:17-24.
Questions for Review

1. What is the covenant of redemption? By what rotiaene is it known, and how is it
related to the covenant of grace?

2. What scriptural evidence is there for it?

3. What is the official position of Christ in thievenants?

4. Was it for Christ a covenant of grace or a cav¢of works.?

5. Whom does Christ represent in this covenant?

6. What did the Father require of Christ, and whdtHe promise Him?

7. What distinction do we apply to the covenangrafce?

8. How does this affect the question, who is tlemsd party in the covenant?
9. What is the all-embracing promise of the covéPan

10. What does God require of those who are in tivercant?

11. What are the characteristics of the covenant?

12. In what sense is the covenant unbreakableinantat sense breakable?
13. How can you prove the unity of the covenants?

14. In what sense is it conditional, and in whaisgeunconditional?

15. Why can it be called a testament?

16. Where do we find the first revelation of theeoant?

17. What was the nature of the covenant with Noah?

18. How did the covenant with, Abraham and the iBmeovenant differ?
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19. What characterized the New Testament disp@&msatithe covenants?
20. What is the position of Christ in the covenaingrace?

21. How can adults become covenant members?

22. How do children of believers enter the covehant

23. What is expected of them?

24. Can unregenerate persons be members of thearg@

Part IV: The Doctrine of the Person and Work of Chrnst

Chapter 14: The Names and Nature of Christ
1.The Names of Christ. The most important name3hoist are the following:

a. Jesus. This is the Greek form of the Hebrewulnslos. 1:1; Zech. 3:1, or Jeshua, Ezra
2:2. Derived from the Hebrew word 'to save,' itigeates Christ as the Saviour, Matt.
1:21. Two types of Christ bore the same name irOldeTestament, namely, Joshua the
son of Nun and Joshua the son of Jehozadak.

b. Christ. This is the New Testament form for tHd Testament 'Messiah,' which means
'the anointed one.' According to the Old Testamamiphets, | Kings 19:16, priests, EXx.
29:7, and kings, | Sam..10:1, were anointed withvahich symbolized the Holy By this
anointing they were set aside for their respeatifiees, and were qualified for them.
Christ was anointed with the Holy Spirit for theea&fold office of prophet, priest, and
king. Historically, this anointing took place whele was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and when He was baptized.

c. Son of Man. This name, as applied to Christ, e&s/ed from Dan. 7:13. It is the
name which Jesus generally applies to Himself,ewiihers seldom use it. While it does
contain an indication of the humanity of Jesughalight of its historical origin in points
far more to His superhuman character and to Higéutoming with the clouds of heaven
in majesty and glory, Dan. 7:13; Matt. 16:27, 28;62; Luke 21:27.

d. Son of God. Christ is called 'the Son of Godhiore than one sense. He is so called,
because He is the second Person of the Trinitytesréfore Himself God, Matt. 11:27,

but also because He is the appointed Messiah, R&6, and because His birth to the
supernatural activity of the Holy Spirit, Luke 1:3.

e. Lord. Jesus' contemporaries sometimes applisthéme to Jesus as a form of polite
address, just as we use the word 'sir." It is eajpeafter the resurrection of Christ that
the name acquires a deeper meaning. In some passdgsignates Christ as the Owner
and Ruler of the Church, Rom. 1:7; Eph. 1:17, anotthers it really stands for the name
of God, | Cor. 7:34; Phil. 4:4, 5.

2. The Natures of Christ. The Bible represents<Elas a Person having two natures, the

one divine and the other human. This is the greateny of godliness, God manifested
in the flesh, | Tim. 3:16.
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a. The two natures. Since many in our day denyléy of Christ, it is necessary to
stress the Scripture proof for it. Some old Testamassages clearly point to it, Such as
Isa. 9:6; Jer. 23:6; Micah 5:2; Mal. 3:1. The Neesment proofs are even more
abundant, Matt. 11:27; 16:16; 26:63, 64; John 18] Rom. 9:5; | Cor. 2:8; Il Cor. 5:10;
Phil. 2:6; Col. 2:9; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 19:16. Thertaunity of Jesus is not called in
guestion. In fact, the only divinity many still age to Him is that of His perfect
humanity. There is abundant proof for the humaoityesus. He speaks of Himself as
man, John 8:40, and is so called by others, A&8;Rom. 5:15; | Cor. 15:21. He had
the essential elements of human nature, namelggy &dnd a soul, Matt. 26:26, 38; Luke
24:89; Heb. 2:14. Moreover, He was subject to tiggnary laws of human development,
Luke 2:40, 52, and to human wants and sufferingstt.M:2; 8:24; Luke 22:44; John 4:6;
11:35; 12:27; Heb. 2:10, 18; Heb. 5:7, 8. Yet tHottp was a real man, He was without
sin; He did no sin and could not sin, John 8:4&dt. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 9:14; | Pet. 2:22,;
| John 3:5. It was necessary that Christ shoulddie God and man. It was only as man
that He could be our substitute, and could suffiek @ie; and only as sinless man that He
could atone for the sins of others. And it was agyGod that He could give His sacrifice
infinite value, and bear the wrath of God so adeaiver others from it, Ps. 40:7-10;
130:8.

b. The two natures united in one Person. ChriseHasman nature, but He is not a
human person. The Person of the Mediator is theamgeable Son of God. In the
incarnation He did not change into a human permseither did He adopt a human person.
He simply assumed, in addition to His divine natar@uman nature, which did not
develop into an independent personality, but begaangonal in the Person of the Son of
God. After this assumption of human nature the dteas the Mediator is not only divine
but divine-human; He is the God-man, possessingdpalessential qualities of both the
human and the divine nature. He has both a diviigeashuman consciousness, as well as
a human and a divine will. This is a mystery whigh cannot fathom. Scripture clearly
points to the unity of the Person of Christ. lal&ays the same Person who speaks,
whether the mind that finds utterance be humanvenel John 10:30; 17:5 as compared
with Matt. 27:46; John 19:28. Human attributes antions are sometimes ascribed to the
Person designated by a divine title, Acts 20;28pt. 2:8; Col. 1:13, 14; and divine
attributes and actions are sometimes ascribecktBdéinson designated by a human title,
John 3:13; 6:62; Rom. 9:5.

c. Some of the most important errors concerningdioictrine. The Alogi and the
Ebionites denied the deity of Christ in the eartyu€&h. This denial was shared by the
Socinians of the days of the Reformation, and lyUhitarians and Modernists of our
day. In the early Church Arius failed to do justioghe full deity of Christ and regarded
Him as a demi-God, while Apollinaris did not recagnHis full humanity, but held that
the divine Logos took the place of the human spir€hrist. The Nestorians denied the
unity of the two natures in one Person, and thgdhuans failed to distinguish properly
between the two natures.

To memorize.Passages to prove:
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a. The deity of Christ.

Isa. 9:6. "For unto us a child is born, unto usmis given; and the government shall be
upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called &dnl, Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."

Jer. 23:6. "In His days shall Judah be saved, suael shall dwell safely; and this is His
name whereby He shall be called: Jehovah our rogisteess."

John 1:1. "In the beginning was the Word, and tledMvas with God, and the Word
was God."

Rom. 9:5. "Whose are the fathers, and of whom igs€as concerning the flesh, who is
over all, God blessed forever."

Col. 2:9. "For in Him dwelleth all the fullness thfe God"

b. The humanity of Christ.
John 8:40. "But now ye seek to kill me, a man ttah told you the truth, which | heard
from God."

Matt. 26:28. "Then said He unto them, My soul iseeding sorrowful, even unto death:
abide here and watch with me."

Luke 24:39. "See my hands and my feet, that iny$elf'. handle me, and see; for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold mepa

Heb. 2:14. "Since then the children are sharefiegh and blood, He also Himself in like
manner partook of the same; that through death ightrring to nought him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil."

e. The unity of the Person.

John 17:5. "And now, Father, glorify Thou me wiaihine own self with the glory
which | had with Thee before the world was."

John 3:13. "And no one hath ascended into heawerHd that descended out of heaven,
even the Son of Man, who is in heaven."

| Cor.2:8. "Which none of the rulers of this woHdth known: for had they known it,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."

For Further Study:

a. In what respect was Joshua the son of Nun adfy@érist; and in what respect Joshua
the son of Jehozadak? Zech. 3:8, 9; Heb. 4:8.

Page:51 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

b. What do the following passages teach us respgettie anointing of Christ? Ps. 2:2;
45:7; Prov. 8:23 (cf. Auth. Ver.), Isa. 61:1. c. &¥ldivine attributes are ascribed to
Christ? Isa. 9:6; Prov. 8:22-31; Micah 5:2; Joh26521:17. What divine works? Mark
2:5-7; John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16, 17; Heb. 1:1-3. Wihaine honor? Matt. 28:19; John 5:19-
29; 14:1; 1l Cor. 13:14.

Questions for Review

. Which are the most important names of Christatiéthe meaning of each?
. What elements are included in Christ's anoiftiighen did it take place?

. Whence is the name 'Son of Man' derived' Whas dloe name express?

. In what sense is the name 'Son of God' apphi€christ?

. What different meanings has the name 'Lordpatied to Christ?

. What Bible proof is there for the deity and huiaof Christ?

. What is the nature of the Person of Christ,rgiyhuman, or divine-human?

. How can the unity of the Person of Christ bevptbfrom Scripture.?

. What are the main errors respecting the PersQmigst?

O©CO~NOUILE,WNE

Chapter 15: The States of Christ

We often use the words 'state’ and 'conditiont@h@ngeably. When we speak of the
states of Christ, however, we use the word 'stagemore specific sense, to denote the
relation in which He stood and stands to the lamthe days of His humiliation He was a
servant under the law; in His exaltation He is L@ad as such above the law. Naturally
these two states carried with them correspondimglitions of life, and these are
discussed as the various stages of these states.

1. The State of Humiliation. The state of humibaticonsists in this that Christ laid aside
the divine majesty which was His as the sovereigleiRof the universe, and assumed
human nature in the form of a servant; that He stigreme Lawgiver, became subject to
the demands and curse of the law. Matt. 3:15; 8aB; 4:4; Phil. 2:6-8. This state is
reflected in the corresponding condition, in wheh usually distinguish several stages.

a. The incarnation and birth of Christ. In the imadion the Son of God became flesh by
assuming human nature, John 1:14; | John 4:2. &l/leecame one of the human race
by being born of Mary. This would not have beertifiHe had brought His humanity
from heaven, as the Anabaptists claim. The Bikdeltes the virgin birth in Isa. 7:14;
Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:34, 35. This wonderful birth wéige to the supernatural influence of
the Holy Spirit, who also kept the human natur€bfist free from the pollution of sin
from its very inception, Luke 1:35.

b. The sufferings of Christ. We sometimes speakthg sufferings of Christ were
limited to His final agonies, but this is not catieHis whole life was a life of suffering.
It was the servant life of the Lord of Hosts, ttie bf the sinless One in a sin-cursed
world. Satan assaulted Him, His people rejected, tdimi His enemies persecuted Him.
The sufferings of the soul were even more intehaa those of the body. He was
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tempted by the devil, was oppressed by the woridiqtiity round about Him, and
staggered by the burden of sin resting upon Hita,/man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief." Isa. 53:3.

c. The death, of Christ. When we speak of the deb@hrist, we naturally have in mind
His physical death. He did not die as the resu#trofccident, nor by the hand of an
assassin, but under a judicial sentence, and wasctiunted with the transgressors, Isa.
53:12. By suffering the Roman punishment of cruain He died an accursed death,
bearing the curse for us, Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13.

d. The burial of Christ. It might seem as if thatteof Christ was the last stage of His
sufferings. Did He not cry out on the cross, "itisshed"? But these words probably
refer to His active suffering. His burial certainiyas a part of His humiliation, of which
He as Son of God was also conscious. Man's rewitnithe dust is a punishment for sin,
Gen. 3:19. That the Saviour's abode in the graxean@umiliation, is evident from Ps.
16:10; Acts 2:27, 31; 13:34, 35. It removed fothes terrors of the grave.

e. The descent into hades. The words of the Agostalinfession, "He descended into
hades," are variously interpreted. Roman Cathghbgsthat He went down into the
Limbus Patrum, where the Old Testament saints wenéned, to release them; and the
Lutherans that, between His death and resurredtierwent down to hell to preach and
to celebrate his victory over the powers of darkné&sall probability it is a figurative
expression to denote (1) that He suffered the pahbsll in the garden and on the cross,
and (2) that He entered the deepest humiliatidghettate of death, Ps. 16:8-10; Eph.
4:9,

2. The State of Exaltation. In the state of exataChrist passed from under the law as a
covenant obligation, having paid the penalty ofasid merited righteousness and eternal
life for the sinner. Moreover, He was crowned vatborresponding honor and glory.
Four stages must be distinguished here.

a. The resurrection. The resurrection of Christraiticonsist in the mere re-union of
body and soul, but especially in this that in Hiomtan nature, both body and soul, was
restored to its original beauty and strength, arheaised to a higher level. In
distinction from all those who had been raised efoke Him He arose with a spiritual
body, | Cor. 15:44, 45. For that reason He candtled "the first fruits of them that
slept,” I Cor. 15:20, and "the firstborn of the dgaCol. 1:18; Rev. 1:5. The resurrection
of Christ has a threefold significance: (1) It veadeclaration of the Father that Christ
met all the requirements of the law, Phil. 2:9.1{Zymbolized the justification,
regeneration, and final resurrection of believR@n. 6:4, 5, 9; | Cor. 6:14; 15:20-22. (3)
It was the cause of our justification, regenerataomd resurrection, Rom. 4:25; 5:10; Eph.
1:20; Phil. 3:10; | Pet. 1:3.

b. The ascension. The ascension was in a sensetkssary completion of the

resurrection, but it also had independent signifiea We have a double account of it,
namely, in Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-11. Paul reterdg in Eph. 1:20; 4:8-10; | Tim. 3:16,
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and the Epistle to the Hebrews stresses its stgmfie, 1:3; 4:14; 6:20; 9:24. It was a
visible ascent of the Mediator, according to Hisnlam nature, from earth to heaven, a
going from one place to another. It included alfertglorification of the human nature of
Christ. The Lutherans have a different view o liey conceive of it as a change of
condition, whereby the human nature of Jesus passethe full enjoyment of certain
divine attributes, and became permanently omniptese the ascension Christ as our
great high priest enters the inner sanctuary tegurieHis sacrifice to the Father and begin
His work as intercessor at the throne, Rom. 8:3h.H:14; 6:20; 9:24. He ascended to
prepare a place for us, John 14:1-3. With Him veeadiready set in heavenly places, and
in His ascension we have the assurance of a piaoeaven, Eph. 2:6; Jolln 17:24.

c. The session at God's right hand. After His asoenChrist is seated at the right hand
of God, Eph. 1:20; Heb. 10:12; | Pet. 3:22. Natyrdhe expression 'right hand of God'
cannot be taken literally, but should be understm®od figurative indication of the place
of power and glory. During His session at God'atrizand Christ rules and protects His
Church, governs the universe in its behalf, anerggdes for His people on the basis of
His completed sacrifice.

d. The physical return. The exaltation of Christalges its climax, when He returns to
judge the living and the dead. Evidently His retwit be bodily and visible, Acts 1:11;
Rev. 1:7. That He will come as Judge is evidennhfsuch passages as John 5:22, 27;
Acts 10:42; Rom. 2:16; Il Cor. 5:10; Il Tim. 4:1h@& time of His second coming is not
known to us. He will come for the purpose of judgthe world and perfecting the
salvation of His people. This will mark the compleictory of His redemptive work. |
Cor. 4:5; Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:4; | Thess. 4:13-17Thess. 1:7-10; Il Thess. 2:1-12; Tit.
2:13; Rev. 1:7.

To memorize Passages bearing on:

a. The state of humiliation:
Gal. 3:13. "Christ redeemed us from the curse @lalv, having become a curse for us;
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangmtra tree.”

Gal. 4:4, 5. "But when the fullness of time camedGent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, that He might redeemmttiet were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons."

Phil. 2;6-8. "Who, existing in the form of God, edad not the being on an equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himselintathe form of a servant, being made
in the likeness of men; and being found in fasl@em man, He humbled Himself,
becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the dédltie aross."

b. The incarnation:

John 1:14. "And the Word became flesh, and dwetiragrus (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father), dfilgrace and truth."
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Rom. 8:3. "For what the law could not do, in thavas weak through the flesh, God,
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flemid for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh."

c. The virgin birth:
Isa. 7:14. "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, andre son, and shall call His name
Immanuel."

Luke 2:86. "And the angel answered and said untoTiee Holy Spirit shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshathee: wherefore also the holy
thing which is begotten shall be called the SoGodl."

d. The descent into hades:
Ps. 16:10. "For Thou wilt not leave my soul to S{eades, Acts 2:27); neither wilt
Thou suffer Thy holy one to see corruption.”

Eph. 4:9. "Now this, He ascended, what is it bat the also descended into the lower
parts of the earth?"

e. The resurrection:
Rom. 4:25. "Who was delivered up for our trespasaed was raised for our
justification.”

| Cor. 15:20. "But now hath Christ been raised fithim dead, the first-fruits of them that
are asleep.”

f. The ascension:

Luke 24:51. "And it came to pass, while He blesben, He was parted from them, and
was carried up into heaven."

Acts 1:11. "Who also said, Ye men of Galilee, wtgnsl ye looking into heaven? This
same Jesus, who was received up from you into lneaball so come in like manner as
ye have beheld Him going into heaven."

g. The session:

Eph. 1:20. "Which He wrought in Christ, when Heseal Him from the dead, and made
Him to sit at His right hand in the heavenly plates

Heb. 10:12. "But He, when He had offered one saeribr sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God."

h. The return:
Acts 1:11. Cf. above under f.
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Rev. 1:7. "Behold, He cometh with the clouds; anelrg eye shall see Him, and they that
pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth shalurn over Him."

For Further Study:
a. What does the Old Testament tell us about thaliation of Christ in the following
passages: Ps. 22:6-20; 69:7-9; 20:21; Isa. 528;443:1-10; Zech. 11:12, 13.

b. What was the special value of Christ's temptatior us? Heb. 2:18; 4:15; 5:7-9.

c. How do the following passages prove that heavarplace rather than a condition?
Deut. 30:12; Josh. 2:11; Ps. 139:8; Eccl. 5:2;66al; Rom. 10:6, 7.

Questions for Review

. What is meant by the states of the Mediator?

. How would you define the states of humiliatiovd a&xaltation?

. What took place at the incarnation?

. How did Christ receive His human nature?

. What proof have we for the virgin birth?

. How was the Holy Spirit connected with the hidhChrist?

. Were the sufferings of Christ limited to the eridHis life?

. Did it make any difference how Christ died?

. What different views are there respecting thecdat into hades?

10. What was the nature of Christ's resurrectiomi2aMZhange did He undergo?
11. What was the significance of the resurrection?

12. How would you prove that the ascension wasiaggoom place to place?
13. What is its significance, and how do Lutheremsceive of it?

14. What is meant by the session at God's righdh&khat does Christ do there?
15. How will Christ return, and what is the purpo$édis coming?

OCoO~NOOUIDE WNPE

Chapter 16: The Offices of Christ

The Bible ascribes a threefold office to Chrisgang of Him as Prophet, Priest, and
King.

1. The Prophetic Office. The Old Testament predithe coming of Christ as a prophet,
Deut. 18:15 (comp. Acts 3:23). He speaks of Himasl& prophet in Luke 13:33, claims
to bring a message from the Father, John 8:26-289150; 14:10, 24, foretells future
things, Matt. 24:3-35; Luke 19:41-44, and speakhb wingular authority, Matt. 7:29. It is
no wonder, therefore, that the people recognized &8 a prophet, Matt. 21:11, 46; Luke
7:16; 24:19; John 6:14; 7:40; 9:17. A prophet is wino receives divine revelations in
dreams, visions, or verbal communications; andgsadsse on to the people either
orally or visibly in prophetic actions. Ex. 7:1; @e18:18; Num. 12:6-8; Isa. 6; Jer. 1:4-
10; Ezek. 3:1-4, 17. His work may pertain to thetpthe present, or the future. One of
his important tasks was to interpret the moral spidtual aspects of the law for the
people. Christ functioned as prophet already ilQlteTestament, | Pet. 1:11; 3:18-20.
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He did it while He was on earth, and continuedyithee operation of the Holy Spirit and
through the apostles after the ascension, Johr6;146212-14; Acts 1:1. And even now
his prophetic ministry continues through the muyistf the Word and the spiritual
illumination of believers. This is the only funati@f Christ which is recognized in
modern liberal theology.

2. The Priestly Office. The Old Testament also jmted and prefigured the priesthood of
the coming Redeemer, Ps. 110:4; Zech. 6:18; Isdn3Be New Testament there is only
a single book in which He is called priest, namelgbrews, but there the name is found
repeatedly, 3:1; 4:14; 5:5; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1. Howewther books refer to His priestly
work, Mark 10:45; John 1:29; Rom. 3:24, 25; | CaiiZ; |1 John 2:2; | Pet. 2:24; 3:18
While a prophet represented God among the peopleest represented the people
before God. Both were teachers, but while the fortaeght the moral, the latter taught
the ceremonial law. Moreover, the priests had pgeeisl privilege of approach to God,
and of speaking and acting in behalf of the pedgé&hrews 5:1, 3 teaches us that a priest
is taken from among men to be their representatvappointed by God, is active before
God in the interests of men, and offers gifts aaxtifices for sins. He also makes
intercession for the people.

The priestly work of Christ was, first of all, teoitrg a sacrifice for sin. The Old
Testament sacrifices were types pointing forwarthéogreat sacrifice of Christ, Heb.
9:23, 24; 10:1, 13:11, 12. Hence Christ is alsteddlthe Lamb of God," John 1:29, and
"our passover,” | Cor. 5:7. The New Testament sp&aky clearly of the priestly work of
Christ in numerous passages: Mark 10:45; John Ra#). 3:24, 25; 5:6-8; | Cor. 5:7;
15:3; Gal. 1:4; Eph. 5:2; | Pet. 2:24; 3:18; |1 J@B; 4:10; Rev. 5:12. The references are
most frequent in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 5:1710-28; 9:11-15, 24-28; 10:11-14,
19-22; 12:24; 13:12.

Besides bringing the great sacrifice for sins, §&thas priest also makes intercession for
His people. He is called oparakletoshy implication in John 14:16, and explicitly in |
John 2:2. The term means 'one who is called iretp,lan advocate, one who pleads the
cause of another.' The New Testament refers tasCdusiour intercessor in Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1. His intercessory wisrkased on His sacrifice, and is not
limited, as is sometimes thought, to intercessoayr. He presents His sacrifice to God,
on the ground of it claims all spiritual blessirigsHis people, defends them against the
charges of Satan, the law, and conscience, sefmrgegeness for everything justly
charged against them, and sanctifies their worahgbservice through the operation of
the Holy Spirit. This intercessory work is limitedcharacter; it has reference only to the
elect, but includes all the elect, whether theyadready believers or still live in unbelief,
John 17:9, 20.

3. The Kingly Office. As Son of God Christ natuyadhares in the universal dominion of
God. In distinction from this we speak of a kingsthat was conferred on Him as
Mediator This kingship is twofold, namely, His shial kingship over the Church, and
His kingship over the universe.
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a. His spiritual kingship. The Bible speaks of tinisnany places, Ps. 2:6; 132:11; Isa.
9:6, 7; Micah 5:2; Zech. 6:13; Luke 1:33; 19:38)9d.8:36, 37; Acts 2:30-36. The
kingship of Christ is His royal rule over His peeplt is called spiritual, because it relates
to a spiritual realm, is established in the heants lives of believers, has a spiritual end
in view, the salvation of sinners, and is admimedeby spiritual means, the Word and the
Spirit. It is exercised largely in the gatheringg government, the protection, and the
perfection of the Church. This kingship as weltlas realm over which it extends is
called in the New Testament "the kingdom of God"tbe kingdom of heaven." In the
strict sense of the word only believers, membeth@invisible Church, are citizens of
the kingdom. But the term 'kingdom of God' is sames used in a broader sense, as
including all who live under the proclamation oéthospel, all who have a place in the
visible Church, Matt. 13:24-30, 47-50. This kingdofrGod is on the one hand a present,
spiritual reality in the hearts and lives of mergtiM12:28; Luke 17:21; Col. 1:13; but on
the other hand a future hope, which will not bdized until the return of Jesus Christ,
Matt. 7:21; Luke 22:29; | Cor. 15:50; Il Tim. 4:18;Pet. 1:11. The future kingdom will

be essentially the same as the present, namelyylthef God established and
acknowledged in the hearts of men. It will diffegwever, in that it will be visible and
perfect. Some are of the opinion that this kingsHighrist will cease at His return, but
the Bible would seem to teach explicitly that ithendure forever, Ps. 45:6; 72:17;
39:36; 37; Isa. 9:6; Dan. 2:44; 1l Sam. 7:13, 16ké 1:33; 1l Pet. 1:11.

b. His universal kingship, After the resurrectionriSt said to His disciples: "All
authority hath been given unto Me in heaven andanth.” Matt. 28:18. The same truth
is taught in | Cor. 15:27; Eph. 1:20-22. This kingsshould not be confused with the
original kingship of Christ as the Son of God, thbut pertains to the same realm. It is
the kingship of the universe entrusted to Chridtlagiator in behalf of His Church. As
Mediator He now guides the destiny of individuaisl aations, controls the life of the
world and makes it subservient to His redemptivgpsee, and protects His Church
against the dangers to which it is exposed in thedy This kingship will last until the
victory over the enemies of the kingdom of Godamplete. When the end is
accomplished, it will be returned to the FatheZof. 15:24-28.

To memorize Passages pointing to:

a. Christ as prophet:

Deut. 18:18. "I will raise them up a prophet fromang their brethren, like unto thee;
and | will put my words in his mouth, and he sispiéak unto them all that | shall
command him."

Luke 7:16. "And fear took hold on them all; andythgorified God, saying, A great
prophet is arisen among us: and God hath visitedoeople."

b. Christ as priest:

Ps. 110:4. "Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repEmbu are a priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek."
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Heb. 3:1. "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers béavenly calling, consider the Apostle
and High Priest of our confession, even Jesus."

Heb. 4:14. "Having then a great high priest, whihlassed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession."

c. His characteristics as priest:

Heb. 5:1, 5. "For every high priest, being takemframong men, is appointed for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer bofisgand sacrifices for sins... So Christ
also glorified not Himself to be made a high priéstt He that spake unto Him, Thou art
My Son, this day have | begotten Thee."

d. His sacrificial work:
Isa. 53:5. "But He was wounded for our transgressible was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; arfdhiststripes we are healed.”

Mark 10:45. "For the Son of Man also came not tonb@stered unto, but to minister,
and to give His soul a ransom for many."

John 1:29. "Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketlayathe sin of the world."

| Pet. 2:24. "Who His own self bare sins in His poghon the tree, that we, having died
unto sins, might live unto righteousness."

| John 2:2. "And He is the propitiation for our sjimnd not for ours only, but for the
whole world."

e. His intercessory work:
Rom. 8:34. "It is Christ Jesus that died, yea matiat was raised from the dead, who is
at the right hand of God, who also maketh inteiicasr us."

Heb. 7:25. "Wherefore also He is able to save ¢éauttermost them that draw near unto
God through Him, seeing He ever liveth to makerggssion for them."

| John 2:lb. "And if any man sin, we have an Aduecaith the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous."

f. Christ as King of Zion:
Ps. 2:6. "Yet | have set my king upon my holy bfllZion."

Isa. 9:7. "Of the increase of His government andezfce there shall be no end upon the

throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to estabiisand to uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from henceforth even for ever."
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Luke 1:32, 33. "He shall be great, and shall bledaghe Son of the Most High: and the
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His &tlbavid: and He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom théedl ©e no end.”

g. Christ as king of the universe:
Matt. 28:18. "And Jesus came to them and spakeeto tsaying, All authority hath been
given unto me in heaven and on earth."

Eph. 1:22. "And He put all things in subjection andflis feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the Church.”

| Cor. 15:25. "For He must reign, till He hath @litHis enemies under His feet."

For Further Study:
a. What do the following passages tell us respgchie nature of the prophetic work? Ex.
7:1; Deut. 18:18; Ezek. 3:17.

b. What Old Testament types of Christ are indicatetie following passages: John 1:29;
| Cor. 5:7; Heb. 3:1; 4:14; 8:3-5; 9:13, 14; 104:-13:11, 12?

c. What do the following passages teach us respettie kingdom of God? John 3:3, 5;
18:36, 37; Rom. 14:17; | Cor. 4:20.

Questions for Review

. What threefold office has Christ?

. What is a prophet, and what proof is there @iaist is a prophet?

. How did Christ function as prophet in variousipas of history?

. What is a priest in distinction from a propht®v did their teaching differ?

. What Scriptural proof is there for the priestharacter of Christ?

. What are the characteristics of a priest?

. What was the nature of Christ's sacrificial woHow was it foreshadowed in the Old
Testaments?

8. In what does the work of Christ as intercessoisist?

9. For whom does Christ intercede?

10. What is the spiritual kingship of Christ, anc&ebwhat realm does it extend?
11. How is the present kingdom of Christ relate#i® future kingdom?

12. How long will His spiritual kingship lasts?

13. What is the nature and purpose of His univedisgldoms?

14. How long will this last?

~NOoO oIk, WNBE

Chapter 17: The Atonement Through Christ

There is one part of Christ's priestly work thdtsckor further consideration, namely, the
atonement.
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1. The Moving Cause and Necessity of the Atonenieigt.sometimes represented as if
the moving cause of the atonement lay in Chrigtiggathy for sinners. God in His anger,
it is said, was bent on the sinner's destructianhe loving Christ steps in between and
saves the sinner. Christ receives all the glorg,tae Father is robbed of His honour. The
Bible teaches us that the atonement finds its ngpeause in the good pleasure of God,
Isa. 53:10; Luke 2:14; Eph. 1:6-9; Col. 1:19, 20s Ibest to say that the atonement is
rooted in the love and justice of God: love offesathers a way of escape, and justice
demanded that the requirements of the law shoulddie John 3:16; Rom. 3:24-26.
Some deny the necessity of the atonement, andthaldsod could have pardoned the
sinner without receiving any satisfaction. The Bitdaches however, that a righteous and
holy God cannot simply overlook sin, but reactsiagjat, Ex. 20:5; 23:7; Ps. 5:5, 6; Nah.
1:2; Rom. 1:18, 32. Moreover, He had pronouncedémtence of death upon the sinner,
Gen. 3:3; Rom. 6:23.

2. The Nature of the Atonement. The following parars should be noted here:

a. It served to render satisfaction to God. Itfisrosaid that the atonement served
primarily, if not exclusively, to influence the sier, to awaken repentance in his heart,
and thus to bring him back to God. But this is diewrong, for if a person offends
another, amends should be made, not to the offebdeto the offended party. This
means that the primary purpose of the atonementovasoncile God to the sinner. The
reconciliation of the sinner to God may be regaraeds secondary purpose.

b. It was a vicarious atonement. God might haveatetad a personal atonement of the
sinner, but the latter would not have been ablender it. In view of this fact God
graciously ordained that Christ should take theelaf man as his vicar or substitute.
Christ as our vicar atoned for the sin of mankigidbbaring the penalty of sin and
meeting the demands of the law, and thus wrougletermal redemption for man. For
that reason we speak of the atonement as a visaaiomement. The offended party
Himself made provision for the atonement in thisecal' he Old Testament sacrifices
prefigured the atoning work of Christ, Lev. 1:42@; 31, 35; 5:10, 16; 6:7; 17:11. We are
taught that our sins were laid upon Christ, Isa65de bore them, John 1:29, Heb. 9:28,
and gave His life for sinners, Mark 10:45; Gal.;1:Ret. 3:18.

c. Itincluded Christ's active and passive obediettds customary to distinguish a
twofold obedience of Christ. His active obediencrsists in all that He did to observe
the law in behalf of sinners, as a condition fotaoting eternal life; and His passive
obedience in all that He suffered in paying theghtgrof sin and discharging the debt of
His people. But while we distinguish these two,skeuld never separate them. Christ
was active also in His suffering, and passive aiddis submission to the law. Scripture
teaches us that He paid the penalty of the law5i3a8; Rom. 4:25; Gal. 3:13; | Pet. 2:24,
and merited eternal life for the sinner, Rom. 8@4; Il Cor. 5:21; Gal. 4:4-7. 3. The
Extent of the Atonement. Roman Catholics, Lutheransl Arminians of every
description regard the atonement of Christ as usaleThis does not mean that in their
estimation all men will be saved, but merely thhti€t suffered and died for the purpose
of saving all without any exception. They admittttiee intended effect is not achieved.
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Christ did not actually save, but made salvatiossgale for all. Their actual redemption
is dependent on their own choice. Reformed Churohdbe other hand believe in a
limited atonement. Christ suffered and died forpghepose of saving only the elect, and
that purpose is actually accomplished. Christ netaty made salvation possible but
really saves to the uttermost every one of those/fmm he laid down His life, Luke
19:10; Rom. 5:10; Il Cor. 5:21; Gal. 1:4; Eph. Ifhe Bible indicates that Christ laid
down His life for His people. Matt. 1:21, for Hiseep, John 10:11, 15, for the Church,
Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27, or for the elect, Ron82835. If the Bible sometimes says that
Christ died for the world, John 1:29; | John 2:2;44 or for all, | Tim. 2:6; Tit. 2:11,
Heb. 2:9, this evidently means that He died fomppeof all nations of the world, or (in
some instances) for all kinds or classes of people.

To memorize.Passages bearing on:

a. The cause of the atonement.

Isa. 53:10. "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise Hhiemhath put Him to grief: when Thou
shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He sha# $lis seed, He shall prolong his days,
and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in Hid.ha

Col. 1:19, 20. "For it was the good pleasure offather that in Him should all the
fullness dwell; and through Him to reconcile alhtlps unto Himself, having made peace
through the blood of His cross.”

b. Vicarious atonement.

Isa. 53:6. "All we like sheep have gone astrayhaee turned every one to his own way;
and Jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of us'all

Mark 10:45. "For the Son also came not to be mengst unto, but to minister, and to
give His life a ransom for many."

Il Cor. 5:21. "Him who knew no sin He made to be @i our behalf; that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him."

| Pet. 2:24. "Who His own self bare our sins in blegly upon the tree, that we, having
died unto sins, might live unto righteousness."

c. Active obedience and the gift of eternal life.
Matt. 3:15. "But Jesus answering said unto himfe3uf now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness."

Matt. 5:17. "Think not that | came to destroy theslor the prophets: | came not to
destroy, but to fulfill."
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Gal. 4:4, 5. "But when the fullness of time camedGent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, that He might redeemmttiet were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons."

John 10:28. "And | give unto them eternal life, dnely shall never perish, and no one
shall snatch them out of my hand.”" Rom. 6:23. 'therwages of sin is death; but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our ddrd. Limited atonement.

Matt. 1:21. "And she shall bring forth a son; ahdu shalt call His name Jesus; for it is
He that shall save His people from their sins."”

John 10:26-28. "But ye believe not, because yaaref my sheep. My sheep hear my
voice, and | know them, and they follow me: andviegunto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch themfaay hand.”

Acts 20:28. "Take heed unto yourselves, and tthalflocks, in which the Holy Spirit
hath made you bishops, to feed the Church of thid adich He purchased with His own
blood."

For Further Study:
a. What is the difference between atonement ar@hodation?

b. How do the following passage 46c¢ s prove thanocs nature of Old Testament
sacrifices? Lev. 1:4; 3:2; 4:15; 16:21, 22.

c. Does John 17:9 teach us anything respectingxtemt of the atonement?
Questions for Review

. What was the moving cause of the atonement?

. Why was the atonement necessary?

. What was the primary purpose of the atonement?

. What is the difference between personal andieica atonement?

. How was Christ's vicarious atonement prefiguneithe Old Testament?

. What Scripture proof is there for it?

. What is the difference between the active arsdiga obedience of Christ?
. What did each one of these effect?

. What difference of opinion is there respectimg ¢xtent of the atonement?
10. What is meant by universal atonement, and whoht it?

11. What is limited atonement, and what Scriptumopis there for it?

12. What objections are raised against this, anddan they be answered?

OCO~NOUILE WNPE

Part V. The Doctrine of the Application of the Work of
Redemption
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Chapter 18: The Common Operation of the Holy Spirit
Common Grace

The study of the work of redemption wrought by Ghis naturally followed by a
discussion of the application of this redemptiothi® hearts and lives of sinners by the
special operation of thy Holy Spirit. Before takitigs up a brief chapter will be devoted
to the general operations of the Holy Spirit, asthare seen in common grace.

1. Nature of Common Grace. When we speak of congnace, we have in mind either
(a) those general operations of the Holy Spirit ebg He, without renewing the heart,
exercises such a moral influence on man that siesisained, order is maintained in
social life, and civil righteousness is promoted(ly) those general blessings which God
imparts to all men without any distinction as Hessét. In distinction from the

Arminians we maintain that common grace does nablenthe sinner to perform any
spiritual good, nor to turn to God in faith andeafance. It can be resisted by man, and is
always more or less resisted, and at best affedtystioe externals of social, civil, moral,
and religious life. While Christ died for the pugaoof saving only the elect, nevertheless
the whole human race, including the impenitent thiedreprobate, derive great benefits
from His death. The blessings of common grace neanefarded as indirect results of the
atoning work of Christ.

2. Means of Common Grace. Several means may beglighed: (a) The most
important of these is the light of God's generaélation. Without this all other means
would be impossible and ineffective. It lightenggvman, and serves to guide the
conscience of the natural man. (b) Human governsrasb serve this purpose.
According to our Confession they are institutedud evil tendencies, and to promote
good order and decency. (c) Public opinion is agoittnportant means wherever it is in
harmony with the law of God. It has a tremendotisi@mce on the conduct of men who
are very sensitive to the judgment of public opmif@d) Finally, divine punishments and
rewards also serve to encourage moral goodnebs mdrld. The punishments often
check the sinful deeds of men, and the rewardstiean on to do what is good and right.

3. The Effects of Common Grace. The following effemay be ascribed to the operation
of common grace: (a) The execution of the sentehdeath on man is deferred. God did
not at once fully execute the sentence of deattmh@sinner, and does not do so now, but
gives him time for repentance, Rom. 2:4; Il Ped. @) Sin is restrained in the lives of
individuals and nations The corruption that entdrechan life through sin is retarded and
not yet permitted to complete its destructive wa@skn. 20:6; 31:7; Job 1:12; 2:6. (c)
Man still has some sense of the true, the gooditembeautiful, appreciates this in a
measure, and reveals a desire for truth, moraity, certain forms of religion, Rom.

2:14, 15; Acts 17:22. (d) The natural man is stille to perform natural good or civil
righteousness, works that are outwardly in harmaeitly the c28 law, though without
spiritual value, 1l Kings 10:29, 30; 12:2; 14;3;kau6:33. (e) All men receive numerous
undeserved blessings from God, Ps. 145:9, 15, B, 49.44, 45; Luke 6:35, 36; Acts
14:16, 17; 1 Tim. 4;10.
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To memorize Passages proving:

a. A general striving of the Spirit with men:
Gen. 6:3. "And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall notvstwith man for ever, for that he also
is flesh."

Isa. 68:10. "But they rebelled, and grieved HisyH8pirit: therefore He was turned to be
their enemy, and Himself fought against them."

Rom. 1:28, "And even as they refused to have Galdam knowledge, God gave them up
unto a reprobate mind, to do those things whichmatditting."

b. Restraint of sin:

Gen. 20:6. "And God said unto him (Abimelech) ia ttream, Yea, | know that in the
integrity of thy heart thou hast done this, antsbavithheld thee from sinning against
me."

Gen. 31:7. "And your father hath deceived me, drahged my wages ten times; but God
suffered him not to hurt me."

Ps. 105:14. "He suffered no man to do them wroeg, 1o reproved kings for their
sakes."

c. Good works on the part of unregenerate:

Il Kings 10:30. "And Jehovah said unto Jehu, beedhsu hast done well in executing
that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done tim house of Ahab according to all
that was in my heart, thy sons of the fourth geti@mashall sit upon the throne of Israel.”
Cf. vs. 31.

Luke 6:33. "And if ye do good to them that do goeogou, what thank have ye? for even
sinners do the same."

Rom. 2:14, 15. "For when Gentiles that have notdledo by nature the things of the
law, these not having the law, are the law untonfedves; in that they show the work of
the law written in their hearts."

d. Unmerited blessings on all men:
Ps. 145:9. "Jehovah is good to all; and His tenakencies are over all His works."

Matt. 5:44, 45. "But | say unto you, Love your enesnand pray for them that persecute
you; that ye may be sons of your Father who iseiaven: for He maketh His sun to rise
on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain onuteand the unjust.”

| Tim. 4:10. "For to this end we labor and strikecause we have our hope set on the
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, espdgiaf them that believe."
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For Further Study:

a. Which are the three points emphasized by ourddhas to common grace?

b. How do Matt. 21:26, 46; Mark 14:2 show the rasing influence of public opinion?
c. How do Rom. 1:24, 26, 28, and Heb. 6:4-6 prav@mon grace?

Questions for Review

1. What is common grace?

2. What is our view in distinction from the Arminia

3. Does common grace have any spiritual and saffiegt?

4. Is it in any way connected with the redemptivakwof Christ?
5. By what means does common grace work?

6. What are the effects of common grace?

Chapter 19: Calling and Regeneration

1. Calling. Calling in general may be defined a& tjracious act of God whereby He
invites sinners to accept the salvation that iereffl in Christ Jesus.

It may be either external or internal.

a. External calling. The Bible speaks of this dergto it in several passages, Matt.
28:19; 22:14; Luke 14:16-24; Acts 13:46; Il TheksS,; | John 5:10. It consists in the
presentation and offering of salvation in Chrissitaners, together with an earnest
exhortation to accept Christ by faith in order btaon the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life. From the definition it already appears thatdantains three elements, namely, (1) A
presentation of the gospel facts and ideas; (2natation to repent and believe in Jesus
Christ, and (3) a promise of forgiveness and salmail he promise is always conditional;
its fulfillment can be expected only in the waytiefe faith and repentance. The external
call is universal in the sense that it comes torah to whom the gospel is preached. It is
not limited to any age or nation or class of mem eomes to the reprobate as well as to
the elect, Isa. 45:22; 55:1; Ezek. 3:19; Joel 2\82t. 22:2-8, 14; Rev. 22:17. Naturally
this call, as coming from God, is seriously meé&f@.calls sinners in good faith, earnestly
desires that they accept the invitation, and isialterity promises eternal life to those
who repent and believe. Num. 23:19; Ps. 81:13-1@y.PL:24; Isa. 1:18-20; Ezek. 18:23,
32; 33:11; Matt. 23:37; 1l Tim. 2:18. In the extalrall God maintains His claim on the
sinner. If man does not accept the call, he sligigsclaim of God and thus increases his
guilt. It is also the appointed means by which @athers the elect out of all the nations
of the world, Rom. 10:14-17, and should be regaated blessing for sinners, though
they may turn it into a curse, Isa. 1:18-20; E&kS8, 19; Amos 8:11; Matt. 11:20-24;
23:37. Finally, it also serves to justify God iretbondemnation of sinners. If they despise
the offer of salvation, their guilt stands out e tclearest light, John 5:39, 40; Rom. 3:5,
6, 19.
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b. Internal calling. While we distinguish two asfgecf the calling of God, this calling is
really one. The internal call is really the extérrell made effective by the operation of
the Holy Spirit. It always comes to the sinner tigh the Word of God, savingly applied
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, | Cor. 1:23.. 2n distinction from the external call, it
is a powerful calling that is effectual unto salwat Acts 13:48; | Cor. 1:23, 24.
Moreover, it is a calling without repentance, oma&t is not subject to change, and is
never withdrawn, Rom. 11:29. The person called suilely be saved. The Spirit operates
through the preaching of the Word by making itsspasions effective, so that man
listens to the voice of His God. It addressesfiteelhe understanding enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, so that man is conscious of it. Andsialways directed to a certain end. It is
a calling to the fellowship of Jesus Christ, | Ch®, to inherit blessing, | Pet. 8:9, to
liberty, Gal. 6:18, to peace, | Cor. 7:15; to hebs, | Thess. 4:7; to one hope, Eph. 4:4, to
eternal life, | Tim. 6:12, and to God's kingdom ayhoky, | Thess. 2:12. 2. Regeneration.
Divine calling and regeneration stand in the clopessible relation to each other. With
respect to regeneration several points deservedmyason:

a. Its nature. The word 'regeneration’ is not abuased in the same sense. Our
Confession uses it in a broad sense, as includiaeg eonversion. At present it has a
more restricted meaning. In the most restrictedesédenotes that act of God by which
the principle of the new life is implanted in mamd the governing disposition of the
soul is made holy. In a slightly more comprehensimase it designates, in addition to the
preceding, the new birth or the first manifestatdthe new life. It is a fundamental
change in the principle of life and the governingpdsition of the soul, and therefore
affects the whole man, | Cor. 2:14; 1l Cor. 4:6jIP&13; | Pet. 1:8. It is completed in a
moment of time, and is not a gradual process kketfication. Through it we pass from
death into life, I John 3:14. It is a secret argtmitable work of God that is never directly
perceived by man, but can be known only by itsatéfe

b. Its author. God is the author of regeneratianipBire represents it as the work of the
Holy Spirit, John 1:13; Acts 16:14; John 3:5, 8.eDagainst the Arminians we maintain
that it is exclusively the work of the Spirit of Gcand not in part the work of man. There
is no co-operation of God and man in the work gereeration, as there is in the work of
conversion. Moreover, it should be said that regeien in the most restricted sense of
the word, that is, as the implanting of the new,li§ a direct and immediate work of the
Holy Spirit. It is a creative work in which for theery reason the word of the gospel
cannot very well be used as an instrument. It neageid that Jas. 1:18 and | Pet. 1:23
prove that the word of preaching is used as anum&nt in regeneration, but these
passages refer to regeneration in a broader sengg;luding the new birth. In that more
inclusive sense regeneration is undoubtedly wrotlglbugh the instrumentality of the
Word.

c. Its necessity and place in the order of salmat8zripture leaves no doubt as to the
absolute necessity of regeneration, but assedsrthhe clearest terms, John 3:3, 5, 7; |
Cor. 2:14; Gal. 6:15. This follows from the facathwe are by nature dead in trespasses
and sin, and must be endowed with new spiritue] Iif order to enjoy the divine favor
and communion with God. The question is often dhishich of the two is first, calling
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or regeneration. In answer to this it may be daéd in the case of adults external calling
usually precedes or coincides with regeneratidhérestricted sense. Regeneration, as
the implanting of the new life, precedes interradlieg, and internal calling precedes
regeneration in the broader sense, or the new. Mréhfind the greater part of this order
indicated in the record of the conversion of Lydiats 16:14, "And a certain woman
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of @hiya, one that worshipped God, heard
us (external call): whose heart the Lord openegefneration in the restricted sense) to
give heed to the things which were spoken by Hatédrfal call).”

To memorize.Passages proving:

a External calling:

Mark 16:15, 16. "And He said unto them, Go ye ialldhe world, and preach the gospel
to the whole creation ("every creature," Auth. Yere that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shalldnelemned."

Matt. 22:14. "For many are called, but few are eimos

Acts 13:46. "And Paul and Barnabas spake out bo#dig said, It was necessary that the
word of God should first be spoken to you. Seeiadghyust it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turrthe Gentiles."

b. Calling of the reprobate:

Prov. 1:24-26. "Because | have called, and ye hefussed; | have stretched out my hand,
and no man hath regarded; but ye have set at nailghy counsel, and would none of
my reproof: | also will laugh in the day of youra&moity; | will mock when your fear
cometh.”

| Pet. 3:19, 20a. "In which also He (Christ) wendtl greached unto the spirits in prison,
that aforetime were disobedient, when the longsumieof God waited in the days of
Noah."

Confer also the parables in Matt. 22:1-8, 14; LLkel6-24.

c. Seriousness of this calling:
Prov. 1:24-26, cf. above under b.

Ezek. 18:23, 32. "Have | any pleasure in the dethe wicked? said the Lord Jehovah;
and not rather that he should return from his way, ive?... For | have no pleasure in
the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord Jehowdterefore turn yourselves, and live."
Cf. also 33:11.

Matt. 23:37. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, .that kiltbéhprophets, and stoneth them that are

sent unto her! how often would | have gatheredctiijdren together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and yeduood."
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d. The necessity of regeneration:
Jer. 13:23, "Can the Ethiopian change his skith@ieopard his spots? Then may ye
also do good, that are accustomed to do evil."

John 3:3, 7. "Jesus answered and said unto hinily\Veerily, | say unto thee, Except
one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of. Gbtarvel not that | said unto thee,
Ye must be born again."

e. Regeneration and the Word.
Jas. 1:18. "Of His own will He brought us forthtmwe word of truth, that we should be a
kind of first fruits of His creatures."

| Pet. 1:23. "Having been begotten again, not ofuggible seed, but of incorruptible,
through the word of God, which liveth and abideth."”

For Further Study:

a. Is calling a work of one Person of the Trinityoball three? | Cor. 1:9; | Thess. 2:12;
Matt. 11:28; Luke 5:32; Matt. 10:20; Acts 5:31, 32.

b. Is the word 'regeneration’ used in the Bible?3[b. What other terms does it use to
express this idea? John 3:3, 5, 7, 8; Il Cor. 5Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13; Jas. 1:18; | Pet.
1:23.

c. Does Tit. 3:5 prove that we are regeneratedapyism? If not, how would you explain
it?

Questions for Review

. What do we mean by calling?

. How do external and internal calling differ?

. What elements are included in external calling?

. In what sense is it universals?

. What purpose does it serve?

. How is the internal related to the externaliocg?

. Are we conscious of it?

. To what end is it directed?

. What different meanings has the word 'regerar&ti

10. What is it in the most restricted sense?

11. What is the nature of the change wrought iemegation?
12. Is regeneration a work of God alone or of God @an?
13. Is the Word used as an instrument in regeroerati

14. Is regeneration absolutely necessary? Proof.

15. What is the order of calling and regeneration?

O©CO~NOOUTA,WNE

Chapter 20: Conversion: Repentance and Faith
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When the change wrought in regeneration beginsatoifest itself in the conscious life,
we speak of conversion.

1. Conversion in General. The Bible does not alveppesak of conversion in the same
sense. The conversion we have in mind here magfieed as that act of God whereby
He causes the regenerated, in their consciouddifeirn to Him in faith and repentance.
From this definition it already appears that Gothes author of conversion. This is
clearly taught in Scripture, Acts 11:18; Il Tim28: The new life of regeneration does
not of itself issue in a conscious change of lig, only through a special operation of the
Holy Spirit, John 6:44; Phil. 2:13. But while ingeneration God only works and man is
passive, in conversion man is called upon to caaipelsa. 55:7; Jer. 18:11; Acts 2:38;
17:30. But even so man can only work with the powleich God imparts to him. Like
regeneration conversion too consists in a momermtaapge, and is not a process like
sanctification; but in distinction from regeneratib is a change in the conscious rather
than in the unconscious life of man. While convanss necessary in the case of all
adults, Ezek. 33:11; Matt. 18:3, it need not apjedne life of each one of them as a
sharply marked crisis. The Bible mentions instarafeonversion, such as Naaman, Il
Kings 5:15; Manasseh, Il Chron. 33:12, 13; Zacchrhuge 19:8, 9; the eunuch, Acts
8:80 ff.; Cornelius, Acts 10:44 ff.; Paul, Acts 9f5 Lydia, Acts 16:14, and so on.
Besides this it also speaks of a national conversie in Jonah 3:10, a temporary
conversion, which includes no change of heart, Ma&20, 21; | Tim. 1:19. 20; Il Tim.
4:10; Heb. 6:4-6, and a repeated conversion, L2ke22 Rev. 2:5, 16, 21, 22; 3:8, 19.
This is not a repetition of conversion in the stsense of the word, which does not admit
of repetition, but a revived activity of the newelafter it has suffered eclipse.
Conversion comprises two elements, the one negatigehe other positive, namely
repentance and faith, which call for separate disicun.

2. Repentance, the Negative Element of Conver§lepentance looks to the past, and
may be defined as that change wrought in the couasdife of the sinner by which he
turns away from sin. It includes three elementsyelg, (a) an intellectual element, in
which the past life is viewed as a life of sin,ahung personal guilt, defilement, and
helplessness; (b) an emotional element, a sers&m@iw for sin as committed against a
holy and just God; and (c) an element of the wilnsisting in a change of purpose, an
inward turning from sin and a disposition to seakdon and cleansing. Rom. 3:20; Il
Cor. 7:9, 10; Rom. 2:4. It is wrought in man prirhaby the law of God. Roman
Catholics have an external conception of repentahoeording to them it comprises a
sorrow, not for inborn sin, but for personal traresgions, which may merely result from
the fear of eternal punishment; a confession madleet priest, who can forgive sin; and a
measure of satisfaction by external deeds of penauch as fastings, scourgings,
pilgrimages, and so on. The Bible, on the othedharews repentance wholly as an
inward act, an act of real sorrow on account of &nd does not confuse this with the
change of life in which it results.

3. Faith, the Positive Element of Conversion. Istidction from repentance, faith has a
forward look.
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a. Different kinds of faith. The Bible does not alg speak of faith in the same sense. It
refers to a historical faith, consisting in an llgetual acceptance of the truth of Scripture
without any real moral or spiritual response. Sadhith does not take the truth seriously
and shows no real interest in it. Acts 26:27, 28, 2:19. It also speaks of a temporal
faith, which embraces the truths of religion wittmge promptings of conscience and a
stirring of the affections, but is not rooted inegenerated heart. It is called temporal
faith, Matt. 13:20, 21, because it has no abidimgracter and fails to maintain itself in
days of trial and persecution. Cf. also Heb. 6:4-&jm. 1:19, 20; | John 2:19. Moreover,
it makes mention of a miraculous faith, that iseaspn's conviction that a miracle will be
performed by him or in his behalf. Matt. 8:11-13;20; Mark 16:17, 18; John 11:22, 40;
Acts 14:9. This faith may or may not be accompameét saving faith. Finally, it not

only names, but stresses the necessity of, saaitig This has its seat in the heart and is
rooted in the regenerated life. Its seed is imgldm regeneration and gradually
blossoms into an active faith. It may be defined @®sitive conation, wrought in the
heart by the Holy Spirit, as to the truth of thesgel, and a hearty reliance on the
promises of God in Christ.

b. The elements of faith. We distinguish three eets in true saving faith. (1) An
intellectual element. There is a positive recognitdf the truth revealed in the Word of
God, a spiritual insight which finds response ia ieart of the sinner. It is an absolutely
certain knowledge, based on the promises of Godle\itmeed not be comprehensive, it
should be sufficient to give the believer some idkthe fundamental truths of the
gospel. (2) An emotional element (assent). Thimismentioned separately by the
Heidelberg Catechism, because it is virtually ideld in the knowledge of saving faith. It
is characteristic of this knowledge that it carmeth it a strong conviction of the
importance of its object, and this is assent. Tatgrips the soul. (3) An element of the
will (trust). This is the crowning element of sagifaith. It is a personal trust in Christ as
Saviour and Lord, which includes a surrender ofsin@ as guilty and defiled to Christ,
and a reliance on Him as the source of pardon pinidusl life. In the last analysis the
object of saving faith is Jesus Christ and the pgerof salvation in Him. John 3:16, 18,
36; 6:40; Acts 10:43; Rom. 3:22; Gal. 2:16. Thighfas not of human origin, but is a gift
of God, | Cor. 12:8, 9; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 2:8. Bstéixercise is a human activity, to which
the children of God are repeatedly exhorted, Rd®;1 Cor. 2:5; Col. 1:23; | Tim. 1:5;
6:11.

c. The assurance of faith. Methodists maintain hieatvho believes is at once sure that he
is a child of God, but that this does not mean ltieais also certain of ultimate salvation,
since he may fall from grace. The correct viewhat true faith including, as it does, trust
in God, naturally carries with it a sense of satetg security, though this may vary in
degree. This assurance is not the permanent caissgassession of the believer, He does
not ever live the full-orbed life of faith, and asesult is not always conscious of his
spiritual riches. He may be swayed by doubts amguainties, and is therefore urged to
cultivate assurance, Il Cor. 13:5; Heb. 6:11; . R€10; | John 3:19. It can be cultivated
by prayer, by meditating on the promises of Godl, lapthe development of a truly
Christian life.
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To memorize.Passages showing:

a. That God is the author of conversion:
Acts 11:18. "And when they heard these things, tiedg their peace, and glorified God,
saying, Then to the Gentiles also hath God gramgpentance unto life."

Il Tim. 2:25. "In meekness correcting them that agmwthemselves; if peradventure God
may give them repentance unto the knowledge offrthb."

b. That man co-operates in conversion:

Isa. 55:7. "Let the wicked forsake his way, anduhgghteous man his thoughts; and let
him return unto Jehovah, and He will have mercynuipion; and to our God, and He will
abundantly pardon.”

Acts 17:30. "The times of ignorance therefore Geerlmoked; but now He commandeth
men that they should all everywhere repent.”

c. The necessity of conversion:

Ezek. 33:11. "Say unto them, As | live, saith tleed_Jehovah, | have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn froisiway and live: turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways; for why will ye die, 0 house of d&i?"

Matt. 18:3. "Verily | say unto you, Except ye tuemd become as little children, ye shall
in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven."

d. Historical faith:

Acts 26:27, 28. "King Agrippa, believest thou thregthets? | know that thou believest.
And Agrippa said unto Paul, With but little persiaaisthou wouldest fain make me a
Christian."

Jas. 2:19. "Thou believest that God is one; thastoell; the demons also believe, and
shudder."

e. temporal faith:

Matt. 13:20, 21. "And he that was sown upon thé&yqgaaces, this is he that heareth the
word, and straightway with joy receiveth it; yetiinde not root in himself, but endureth
for a while; and when tribulation or persecutioiseth because of the word, straightway
he stumbleth.”

| John 2:19. "They went out from us, but they waoe of us; for if they had been of us,
they would have continued with us: but they wertt that they might be made manifest
that they all are not of us.”

f. Miraculous faith:
Matt. 17:20b. "If ye have faith as a grain of mudtseed, ye shall say unto this mountain,
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Remove hence to yonder place: and it shall remaveé;nothing shall be impossible unto
you."

Acts 14:9, 10. "The same heard Paul speaking: @&biehing his eyes upon him, and
seeing that he had faith to be made whole, said avibud voice, Stand upright on thy
feet. And he leaped up and walked."

g. Christ as the object of easing faith:

John 3:16. "For God so loved the world, that Heegidis only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, laweheternal life." John 6:40. "For this
is the will of my Father, that every one that beleth the Son, and believeth on Him,
should have eternal life; and | will raise him uglee last day."

h. The necessity of cultivating assurance:
Heb. 6:11. "And we desire that each one of you stew the same diligence unto the
fullness of hope even to the end."

Il Pet. 1:10. "Wherefore, brethren, give the matgence to make your calling and
election sure.”

For Further Study:
a. What kind of repentance is mentioned in Matt32[ Cor. 7:10b.

b. Can you name biblical persons in whose livewvemsion in the sense of an
outstanding crisis could hardly be expected? Gf.114; Luke 1:5; Il Tim. 3:16.

c. Can you name some of the great words of asseifanad in the Bible? Cf. Heb. 3:17,
18; 1l Cor. 4:16 -- 5:1; Il Tim. 1:12.

Questions for Review

[. In how many different senses does the Bible lspé@onversion

2. How do temporary and repeated conversion differ?

3. What is true conversions? What elements daasliidde?

4. What elements are included in repentance?

5. How do the Roman Catholics conceive of repem®anc

6. How does conversion differ from regeneration?

7. Who is the author of conversion? Does man coatpen it?

8. Is conversion as a sharp crisis always neceasary

. Of how many different kinds of faith does thélBispeak?

10. What is characteristic of historical, tempoaald miraculous faith?
11. How does temporal faith differ from saving li&it

12. What elements are included in faith? How muabvdedge is needed?
13. What is the crowning element of saving faith?

14. Who is the object of saving faith?

[(e]
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15. Does the Christian always have the assuransalwdtion?
16. How can he cultivate this assurance?

Chapter 21: Justification

1. The Nature and Elements of Justification, Justifon may be defined as that legal act
of God by which He declares the sinner righteoutherbasis of the perfect
righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is not an aptacess of renewal, such as regeneration,
conversion, or sanctification, and does not affieetcondition but the-state of the sinner.
It differs from sanctification in several partictdaJustification takes place outside of the
sinner in the tribunal of God, removes the guilsiof, and is an act which is complete at
once and for all time; while sanctification takésge in man, removes the pollution of
sin, and is a continuous and lifelong process. Wenguish two elements in

justification, namely:

(a) The forgiveness of sins on the basis of thieteigusness of Jesus Christ. The pardon
granted applies to all sins, past, present, anadduand therefore does not admit of
repetition, Ps. 103: 12; Isa. 44:22; Rom. 5:21; 82t34; Heb. 10:14. This does not mean
that we need no more pray for forgiveness, forctiresciousness of guilt remains, creates
a feeling of separation, and makes it necessasgea& repeatedly the comforting
assurance of forgiveness, Ps. 25:7; 32:5; 51:1t{.Mdit2; Jas. 5:15; | John 1:9.

(b) The adoption as children of God. In justificatiGod adopts believers as His children,
that is, places them in the position of childred gives them all the rights of children,
including the right to an eternal inheritance, R&1.7; | Pet. 1:4. This legal sonship of
believers should be distinguished from their msmaiship through regeneration and
sanctification. Both are indicated in the followipgssages: John 1:12, 13; Rom. 8:15,
16; Gal. 4:5, 6.

2. The Time of Justification. The word 'justifiaati is not always used in the same sense.
Some even speak of a fourfold justification: aificgttion from eternity, a justification in
the resurrection of Christ, a justification by Fgiand a public justification in the final
judgment. In explanation of this it may be said thaan ideal sense the righteousness of
Christ is already accounted to believers in thenseliof redemption, and therefore from
eternity, but this is not what the Bible means whepeaks of the justification of the
sinner. We must distinguish between what was dddrethe eternal counsel of God and
what is realized in the course of history. Agairere is some reason for speaking of a
justification in the resurrection of Christ. In@nse it may be said that the resurrection
was the justification of Christ, and that in Hinetivhole body of believers was justified.
But this was a general and purely objective trati@acwhich should not be confused
with the personal justification of the sinner. Wtika Bible speaks of the justification of
the sinner, it usually refers to the subjective padsonal application and appropriation of
the justifying grace of God. The usual represeoiais that we are justified by faith. This
implies that it takes place at the time when weept€hrist by faith. Faith is called the
instrument or the appropriating organ of justifioat By faith man appropriates, that is,
takes unto himself, the righteousness of Christherbasis of which he is justified before
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God. Faith justifies in sofar as it takes posseseifcChrist. Rom. 4:5; Gal. 2:16. We
should guard against the error of the Roman Cathalnd the Arminians, that man is
justified on the basis of his own inherent righteess, or of his faith. Man's own
righteousness or faith can never be the groundsgtiktification. This can be found only
in the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ, Ro?4.; 10:4; 1l Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9.

3. Objections to the Doctrine of Justification. \ais objections are raised to this
doctrine. It is said that, if man is justified dretbasis of the merits of Christ, he is not
saved by grace. But justification, with all thain¢ludes, is a gracious work of God. The
gift of Christ, God's reckoning of His righteoussi¢s us, and His dealing with sinners as
righteous,-- it is all grace from start to finigkgain, it is said to be unworthy of God to
declare sinners righteous. But God does not detitatehey are righteous in themselves,
but that they are clothed with the righteousneskstis Christ. And, finally, it is said that
this doctrine is apt to make people indifferentatheir moral life. If they are justified
apart from any consideration of works, why shotleltcare for personal piety? But
justification lays the foundation for a living réanship with Christ, and this is the surest
guarantee for a truly godly life. The man who iallein living union with Christ cannot
be morally indifferent. Rom. 3:5-8.

To memorize.Passages speaking of:

a. Justification in general:
Rom. 3:24. "Being justified freely by His gracedbgh the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus."

Il Cor. 5:21. "Him who knew no sin He made to be @i our behalf; that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him."

b. Justification by faith, not by works:
Rom. 3:28. "We reckon therefore that a man isfjestiby faith apart from the works of
the law."

Rom. 4:5. "But to him that worketh not, but beligven Him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is reckoned for righteousness."

Gal. 2:16. "Yet knowing that a man is not justifieglthe works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ, even we believed on Chastig, that we might be justified by faith
in Christ, and not by the works of the law: becamgéhe works of the law shall no flesh
be justified."

c. Justification and the forgiveness of sins:

Ps. 32:1, 2. "Blessed is the man whose transgressiorgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah imputeth nquity, and in whose spirit there is no
guile."
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Acts 13:38, 39. "Be it known unto you thereforegthren, that through this man is
proclaimed unto you remission of sins; and by Hirarg one that believeth is justified
from all things, from which ye could not be jusidi by the law of Moses."

d. Adoption of children, heirs of eternal life:
John 1:12. "But as many as received Him, to thewe ¢i&e the right to become children
of God, even to them that believe on His name."

Gal. 4:4, 5. "But when the fulness of the time ca@®ed sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, that He might redeemmttiet were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons."

Rom. 8:17. "And if children, their heirs; heirs@bd, and joint heirs with Christ, if so be
that we suffer with Him, that we may be also giedfwith Him."

e. Justification based on the righteousness ofs€hri

Rom. 3:21, 22. "But now apart from the law a righteness of God hath been
manifested, being witnessed by the law and thehmtsp even the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ unto all them thdieve."

Rom. 5:18. "So then as through one trespass tlggrjadt came unto all men to
condemnation; even so though one act of righte@ssiie free gift came unto all men to
justification of life."

For Further Study:

a. What fruits of justification are mentioned inrRob5:1-5?
b. Does not James teach that man is justified bnks®oJas. 2:21-25.
c. With what objection to the doctrine of justifican does Paul deal in Rom. 3:5-8?

Questions for Review

1. What is justification?

2. How does it differ from sanctification?

3. What elements does it comprise?

4. In how far are sins forgiven in justification?

5. Why must believers still pray for forgiveness?

6. What is included in the adoption of children?

7. Can we speak of justification from eternity amdhe resurrection of Christ?
8. How is faith related to justification?

9. What is the ground of justification? What is eninian view?

10. What objections are raised to this doctrinef? y&a1 answer them?

Chapter 22: Sanctification and Perseverance
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The doctrine of justification naturally leads onthat of sanctification. The state of
justification calls for a life of sanctificationpnsecrated to the service of God.

1. Nature and Characteristics of Sanctificatiomcification may be defined as that
gracious and continuous operation of the Holy Epyiwhich, He purifies the sinner,
renews his whole nature in the image of God, ardbkes him to perform good works. It
differs from justification in that it takes plaaethe inner life of man, is not a legal but a
recreative act, is usually a lengthy process, @awtmnreaches perfection in this life.
While it is very decidedly a supernatural work aid;the believer can and should co-
operate in it by a diligent use of the means witdd has placed at his disposal, 1l Cor.
7:1; Col. 3:5-14; | Pet. 1:22. Sanctification does consist in a mere drawing out of
what is already given in regeneration, but sergegrengthen, to increase, and to fortify
the new life. It consists of two parts: the gradeshoval of the pollution and corruption
of human nature, Rom. 6:6; Gal. 5:24, and the grbdevelopment of the new life in
consecration to God, Rom. 6:4, 5; Col. 2:12; 3;1Gal. 2:19. While it takes place in the
heart of man, it naturally affects the whole [lRgm. 6:12; | Cor. 6:15 20; | Thess. 6:23.
The change in the inner man is bound to carry withchange in the outer life. That man
must co-operate in the work of sanctification falfofrom the repeated warnings against
evils and temptations, Rom. 12:9, 16, 17; | Cd, &0; Gal. 5:16-23, and from the
constant exhortations to holy living, Micah 6:8hddl5:4- 7; Rom. 8:12, 13; 12:1, 2;
Gal. 6:7, 8, 15.

2. The Imperfect Character of Sanctification insThife. While sanctification affects
every part of man, yet the spiritual developmerafevers remains imperfect in this
life. They must contend with sin as long as theg,li Kings 8:46; Prov. 20:9; Jas. 3:2; |
John 1:8. Their lives are characterized by a comstarfare between the flesh and the
spirit, and even the best of them are still confggssin, Job 9:3, 20; Ps. 32:5; 130:3;
Prov. 20:9; Isa. 64:6; Dan. 9:7; Rom. 7:14; | Jat® praying for forgiveness, Ps. 51:1,
2; Dan. 9:16; Matt. 6:12, 13; Jas. 5:15, and sig\vor greater perfection, Rom. 7:7-26;
Gal. 5:17; Phil. 3:12-14. This truth is denied bg so-called Perfectionists, who maintain
that man can reach perfection in this life. Thegesd to the fact that the Bible
commands believers to be perfect, Matt. 5:48; | P46; Jas. 1:4, speaks of some as
perfect, Gen. 6:9; Job 1:8; | Kings 15:14; Phil5:and declares that they who are born
of God sin not, | John 3:6, 8, 9; 5:18. But thet that we must strive for perfection does
not prove that some are already perfect. Moredkeryord ‘perfect’ does not always
mean free from sin. Noah, Job, and Asa are cakefegt, but history clearly proves that
they were not without sin. And John evidently meaitiser that the new man does not
sin, or that believers do not live in sin. He hithsays that, if we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is nasirl John 1:8.

3. Sanctification and Good Works. Sanctificatiotunally leads to a life o f good works.
These may be called the fruits of sanctificationo®works are not perfect works, but
works that spring from the principle of love to Gadfaith in Him, Matt. 7:17, 18; 12:33,
35; Heb. 11:6, that are done in conscious confgrioithe revealed will of God, Deut.
6:2; | Sam. 15:22; Jas. 2:8, and have as their dimathe glory of God, | Cor. 10:31;
Col. 3:17, 23. Only they who are regenerated bySpieit of God can perform such good
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works. This does not mean, however, that the umergée cannot do good in any sense
of the word. Cf. 1l Kings 10:29, 30; 12:2; 14:3;Kke16:33; Rom. 2:14. In virtue of the
common grace of God they can perform works thatraexternal conformity to the law
and serve a laudable purpose; but their workslareya radically defective, because they
are divorced from the spiritual root of love to Goepresent no real inner obedience to
the law of God, and do not aim at the glory of Godopposition to the Roman Catholics
it should be maintained that the good works ofdwars are not meritorious, Luke 17:9,
10; Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:5, though God promiseseward them with a reward of free
grace, | Cor. 3:14; Heb. 11:26; and in oppositmihie Antinomians the necessity of
good works must be asserted, Col. 1:10; Il Tim12Tt. 2:14; Heb. 10:24.

4. Perseverance of the Saints. The expressiorelmemnce of the saints' naturally
suggests a continuous activity of believers whetéby persevere in the way of
salvation. As a matter of fact, however, the pessance referred to is less an activity of
believers than a work of God, in which believersstrarticipate. Strictly speaking, the
assurance of man's salvation lies in the fact@uwat perseveres. Perseverance may be
defined as that continuous operation of the HolyiSp the believer, by which the work
of divine grace that is begun in the heart, is ico@d and brought to completion. This
doctrine is clearly taught in Scripture, John 1028 Rom. 11:29; Phil. 1:6; 1l Thess.
3:3; 1 Tim. 1:12; 4:18. And it is only when we b®le in this perseverance of God that
we can in this life attain to the assurance ofatéiw, Heb. 3:14; 6:11; 10:22; 1l Pet. 1:10.
Outside of Reformed circles this doctrine findsfaor. It is said to be contradicted by
Scripture, which warns against apostasy, Heb.I0R6, exhorts believers to continue in
the way of salvation, Matt. 24:13; Col. 1:23; H8tL4, and even records cases of
apostasy, | Tim. 1:19, 20; Il Tim. 2:17, 18; 4:8Buch warnings and exhortations would
seem to assume the possibility of falling away, sunch cases would seem to prove it
completely. But as a matter of fact the warnings$ exhortations prove only that God
works immediately and wants man to co-operateenatbrk of perseverance: and there is
no proof that the apostates mentioned were re@vses. Cf. Rom. 9:6; | John 2:19; Rev.
3:1.

To memorize: Passages to prove:

a. Sanctification as a work of God:

| Thess. 5:23. "And the God of peace himself sgngtu wholly; and may your spirit
and soul and body be preserved entire, without &Jahthe coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ."

Heb. 2:11. "For both He that sanctifieth and thegt tare sanctified are all of one: for
which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren

b. Man's co-operation in sanctification:

Il Cor. 7:1. "Having therefore these promises, et let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holin@sshe fear of God."
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Heb. 12:14. "Follow after peace with all men, anel $anctification without which no
man shall see the Lord."

c. The mortification of the old man:
Rom. 6:6. "Knowing this, that our old man was cfied with Him, that the body of sin
might be done away, so that we should no longén bendage to sin.”

Gal. 6:24: "And they that are of Christ Jesus haveified the flesh with the passions
and the lusts thereof."

d. The quickening of the new man:
Eph. 4:24. "And put on the new man, that after Gath been created in righteousness
and holiness of truth."

Col. 3:10. "And have put on the new man, that indgpeenewed unto knowledge after the
image of Him that created him."

e. Sanctification incomplete in this life:
Rom. 7:18. "For | know that in me, that is, in nhgsh, dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me, but to do that which isoglas not."

Phil. 3:12. "Not that | have already obtained, wr @ready made perfect: but | press on,
if so be that | may lay hold on that for which alseas laid hold on by Christ Jesus."

f. The nature of good works:

| Sam. 15:22. "And Samuel said, Hath Jehovah aa gedight in burnt-offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah?REMo obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams."

| Cor. 10:31. "Whether therefore ye eat or drinkybatsoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God."

Heb. 11:6. "And without faith it is impossible te kvell pleasing to Him; for he that
cometh to God must believe that He is, and thaisHerewarder of them that seek after
Him."

g. Perseverance of the saints:

John 10:28, 29. "And | give unto them eternal ldad they shall never perish, and no
one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Fathen tétth given them unto me, is
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch thamof my Father's hand.”

Il Tim. 1:12. "For which cause | suffer also thélsimgs: yet am | not ashamed; for |

know Him whom | have believed, and | am persuadtat e is able to guard that which
| have committed unto Him against that day."
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Il Tim. 4:18. "The Lord will deliver me from evemyvil work, and will save me unto His
heavenly kingdom: to whom be the glory for ever audr."

For Further Study:

a. Can you infer anything from the following passsgs to the time of complete
sanctification? Phil. 3:21; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 1£5;27?

b. What parts of man does sanctification affecbediog to Jer. 31:34; Phil, 2:13; Gal.
5:24; Heb. 9:14? c. What does the word 'perfettAwth. Ver.) mean in the following
passages: | Cor. 2:6; 3:1, 2; Heb. 5:14; 1l Tinl63.

Questions for Review

. What is sanctification, and how does it diffiearh justification?
. Is it a work of God or of man?

. Of what two parts does sanctification consists?

. What proof is there that it is incomplete irsthie?

. Who deny this and on what ground? How can yewanthem?
. What are good works in the strict sense of thed®

. In how far can the unregenerate perform goodksir

. Are good works meritorious or not? Are we noigiat that they are rewarded?
. 1n what sense are good works necessary?

10. What is meant by the perseverance of the Saints

11. How can this doctrine be proved?

OCoO~NOOUIDE WNPE

Part VI: The Doctrine of the Church and the Means &
Grace

Chapter 23: Nature Of The Church

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH. The prindigad Testament word

for Church is derived from a verb meaning 'to @il the principal New Testament
word, from a verb meaning 'to call out'. Both dentbie Church as an assembly called by
God.

a. DIFFERENT MEANINGS OF THE WORD IN THE NEW TESTABMNT. Most
generally it denotes a local church, whether asterfor worship or not,

Acts 5:11; "And great fear came upon the whole chuand upon all that heard these
things. (Acts 5:11)"

11:26; "and when he had found him, he brought hito éntioch. And it came to pass,

that even for a whole year they were gathered hagetith the church, and taught much
people, and that the disciples were called Christfast in Antioch. (Acts 11:26)"
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Romans 16:4; "who for my life laid down their owadks; unto whom not only I give
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gent{lRemans 16:4)"

1Cor. 11:18; "For first of all, when ye come tog&tin the church, | hear that divisions
exist among you; and | partly believe it. (1 Cdniahs 11:18)"

16:1. "Now concerning the collection for the sajmts | gave order to the churches of
Galatia, so also do ye. (1 Corinthians 16:1)"

Sometimes it designates a domestic church, orchinech in the house" of some
individual,

Rom. 16:5,23; "and [salute] the church that ihigit house. Salute Epaenetus my
beloved, who is the first-fruits of Asia unto Chris. Gaius my host, and of the whole
church, saluteth you. Erastus the treasurer ofithesaluteth you, and Quartus the
brother. (Romans 16:5,23)"

1Cor. 16:19 "The churches of Asia salute you. Aajaihd Prisca salute you much in the
Lord, with the church that is in their house. (Iri@thians 16:19)"

Col 4:15. "Salute the brethren that are in Laodie@a Nymphas, and the church that is
in their house. (Colossians 4:15)"

In its most comprehensive sense it is a descritidhe whole body of believers,
whether in heaven or on earth,

Eph. 1:22; "and he put all things in subjectionemiis feet, and gave him to be head
over all things to the church, (Ephesians 1:22)"

3:10,21; "to the intent that now unto the princified and the powers in the heavenly
[places] might be made known through the churchmhbeifold wisdom of God, ... unto
him [be] the glory in the church and in Christ Jeaato all generations for ever and ever.
Amen. (Ephesians 3:10,21)"

5:23; "For the husband is the head of the wife, @hdst also is the head of the church,
[being] himself the saviour of the body. (Ephesiar3)"

Col. 1:18,24. "18 And he is the head of the bolg,¢hurch: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he ntighave the preeminence. 24 Now |
rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill ap my part that which is lacking of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body'sk&s which is the church; (Colossians
1:18,24)"

B THE ESSENCE OF THE CHURCH. Roman Catholics aratd3tants differ as to the

essential nature of the Church. The former findsiththe Church as an external and
visible organization, consisting primarily of thegst together with the higher orders of
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bishops, archbishops, cardinals, and the PopesfRanits broke with this external
conception and seek the essence of the Churcle imtisible and spiritual communion

of the saints. The Church in its essential natackides the believers of all ages and no
one else. It is the spiritual body of Jesus Chimistyhich there is no place for unbelievers.

c. DISTINCTIONS APPLIED TO THE CHURCH. In speakin§the Church in general
several distinctions come into consideration.

(1) THE CHURCH MILITANT AND THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT.The Church as
she now exists on earth is a militant Church, ihatlled unto and is actually engaged in
a holy war. The Church in heaven on the other atide triumphant Church, in which
the sword is exchanged for the palm of victory.

(2) THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE CHURCH. This dighction applies to the
Church as it exists on earth, which is invisibldasas her spiritual nature is concerned,
so that it is impossible to determine precisely wiband who do not belong to her, but
becomes visible in the profession and conductsaiiémbers, in the ministry of the
Word and the Sacraments, and in her external azghon and government.

(3) THE CHURCH AS AN ORGANISM AND AS AN INSTITUTIONThis distinction
applies only to the visible Church. As an organisis visible in the communal life of
believers and in their opposition to the world, asdan organization, in the offices, the
administration of the Word and the Sacraments,ia@dcertain form of Church
government.

d. DEFINITIONS OF THE CHURCH. The invisible Churatay be defined as the
company of the elect who are called by the Spirtod, or simply, as the communion of
believers. And the visible Church may be definethascommunity of those who profess
the true faith together with their children. It sitdbbe noticed that the membership in
both is not altogether alike.

2. THE ATTRIBUTES AND MARKS OF THE CHURCH. Thereeespecially three
attributes of the Church, and also three markscmmreal characteristics.

a. ITS ATTRIBUTES. These are the following three:

(1) ITS UNITY. According to the Roman Catholicsdlis the unity of an imposing
world-wide organization, but according to the Pstaats, the unity of the spiritual body
of Jesus Christ.

(2) ITS HOLINESS. Roman Catholics find this in th&iness of its dogmas, its moral
precepts, its worship, and its discipline; but Pstdnts locate it in the members of the
Church as holy in Christ and as holy in principhethe possession of the new life, which
is destined for perfect holiness.
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(3) ITS CATHOLICITY. Rome lays special claim to shbecause its Church is scattered
over the whole earth and has a greater number wi®es than all the sects taken
together. Protestants claim that the invisible €hus the real catholic Church, because it
includes all believers of all ages and all lands.

b. ITS MARKS OR EXTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS. While tratributes belong
primarily to the invisible Church, the marks beldoghe visible Church, and serve to
distinguish the true from the false. These are #isge in number:

(1) THE TRUE PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD. Thigl® most important
mark of the Church, 1John 4:1-3; 2John 9. It dagswean that the preaching must be
perfect and absolutely pure, but that it must be to the fundamentals of the Christian
religion, and must have a controlling influencefaith and practice.

" 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove #pirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets are gone out intodhld.v2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of
God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Cisrisdme in the flesh is of God: 3 and
every spirit that confesseth not Jesus is not af:@ad this is the [spirit] of the antichrist,
whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and nowiit the world already. (1 John 4:1-3)"

Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the tegaf Christ, hath not God: he that
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both theeFaind the Son. (2 John 1:9)"

(2) THE RIGHT ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS. Theacraments may
not be divorced from the Word, as in the Roman @atiChurch, and should be
administered by lawful ministers, in accordancehwiite divine institution, and only to
believers and their seed,

Matt. 28:19; "Go ye therefore, and make discipliesliadhe nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of thg Slairit: (Matthew 28:19)"

Mark 16:16; "He that believeth and is baptized ldbalsaved; but he that disbelieveth
shall be condemned. (Mark 16:16)"

Acts 2:42; "And they continued stedfastly in thesttes' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)"

1Cor 11:23-30.

(3) THE FAITHFUL EXERCISE OF DISCIPLINE. This is oessary for maintaining

purity of doctrine and safeguarding the holinesthefsacraments. The Word of God

insists on this,

Matt. 18:18; "Verily | say unto you, what thingseser ye shall bind on earth shall be

bound in heaven; and what things soever ye shadel@n earth shall be loosed in
heaven. (Matthew 18:18)"
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1Cor 5:1-5, 13; "1 It is actually reported thatrthes fornication among you, and such
fornication as is not even among the Gentiles, dhat[of you] hath his father's wife. 2
And ye are puffed up, and did not rather mournt, tieathat had done this deed might be
taken away from among you. 3 For | verily, beingexit in body but present in spirit,
have already as though | were present judged hatnhigth so wrought this thing, 4 in the
name of our Lord Jesus, ye being gathered togedhdrmy spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus, 5 to deliver such a one unto Satathédestruction of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord JesuBut them that are without God
judgeth. Put away the wicked man from among youesel(1 Corinthians 5:1-5,13)

14:33, 40; "33 for God is not [a God] of confusibut of peace. As in all the churches of
the saints,... 39 Wherefore, my brethren, desineesdly to prophesy, and forbid not to
speak with tongues. 40 But let all things be domeedtly and in order. (1 Corinthians
14:33,40)"

Rev. 2:14-15, 20.

TO MEMORIZE : Passages testifying to:

a. THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH:

John 10:16. "And other sheep | have, which areohtiis fold: them also | must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and they shall becongeflock, one shepherd.”

John 17:20-21. "Neither for these only do | prayt, for them also that believe on me
through their word; that they may all be one; easrthou, Father, art in me, and | in thee,
that they also may be in us: that the world majebelthat thou didst send me."
Ephesians 4:4-6. "There is one body, and one Seuén as also ye were called in one
hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, ongtisam, one God and Father of all, who
is over all, and through all, and in all."

b. THE HOLINESS OF THE CHURCH:

Exodus 19:6. "And ye shall be unto me a kingdorpradsts, and a holy nation."

1Peter 2:9. "But ye are an elect race, a royakfireod, a holy nation, a people for God's
own possession, that ye may show forth the exag#erof Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light."

c. THE CATHOLICITY OF THE CHURCH:

Psalm 2:8. "Ask of me, and | will give thee theioas for thine inheritance, And the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”
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Revelation 7:9. "After these things | saw, and lbéha great multitude, which no man
could number, out of every nation and of all tribesl peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, arrayeditewobes, and palms in their hands."

d. THE NECESSITY OF ADHERING TO THE TRUTH:

2 Timothy 1:13. "Hold the pattern of sound wordschktthou hast heard from me, in
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."

2 Timothy 2:15. "Give diligence to present thyssdproved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the wfardith.”

Titus 2:1. "But speak thou the things which bdf& sound doctrine."
e. THE NECESSITY OF THE RIGHT ADMINISTRATION OF THEACRAMENTS:

Acts 19:4-5. "And Paul said, John baptized withlthgtism of repentance, saying unto
the people that they should believe on him thatkhoome after him, that is, on Jesus.
And when they heard this, they were baptized inéortame of the Lord Jesus."

1 Corinthians 11:28-30. "But let a man prove hifyseid so let him eat of the bread, and
drink of the cup. For he that eateth and drinke#iteth and drinketh judgment unto
himself, if he discern not the body. For this camssy among you are weak and sickly,
and not a few sleep.”

f. THE NECESSITY OF DISCIPLINE:
Matthew 16:19. "I will give unto thee the keys bétkingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaand;whatsoever thou shalt loose on

earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Titus 3:10-11. "A factious man after a first and@ad admonition refuse; knowing that
such a one is perverted, and sinneth, being saliemned."

For Further Study:

a. Did the Church exist before the day of Pentécost

Cf. Matthew 18:17; "And if he refuse to hear theefl, it unto the church: and if he

refuse to hear the church also, let him be unte #sethe Gentile and the publican.
(Matthew 18:17)"

Acts 7:38. "This is he that was in the church ia wilderness with the angel that spake to

him in the Mount Sinai, and with our fathers: wieaeived living oracles to give unto us:
(Acts 7:38)"
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b. Is the word 'church’ ever used in the singuidhe New Testament to denote a group
of churches?

Cf. Acts 9:31. "So the church throughout all Judaea Galilee and Samaria had peace,
being edified; and, walking in the fear of the Lamb in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,
was multiplied. (Acts 9:31)"

c. What causes for discipline were there in thar@oian church? 1Corinthians 5:1-5, 13;
11:17-34; 2Corinthians 2:5-11.

Questions for Review

1. What is the meaning of the word 'church’ in @arie according to its derivation?
2. What different meanings has the word in the Neastament?

3. How do Roman Catholics and Protestants difféo aise essence of the Church?
4. What is the difference between the militant dredtriumphant Church?

5. To what Church does the distinction ‘'visible andsible' apply?

6. In what sense is the Church called invisible?

7. How does the Church as an organism and as tiniios differ?

8. How can we define the invisible, and how thebkesChurch?

9. Which are the attributes of the Church, and does our conception of them differ
from that of the Catholics?

10. Which are the marks of the Church, and whagbqae do they serve?
11. Do they belong to the invisible or to the visi€hurch?

12. How must we conceive of the true preachindnefWord?

13. What belongs to the right administration of sheraments?

14. Why is discipline necessary?

Chapter 24: The Government And Power Of The Church

Christ is the Head of the Church and sourcelafsaauthority,

Page:86 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

Matt. 23:10; "Neither be ye called masters: for mgour master, [even] the Christ.
(Matthew 23:10)"

John 13:13; "Ye call me, Teacher, and, Lord: andayewell; for so | am. (John 13:13)"

1Cor 12:5; "And there are diversities of ministoas, and the same Lord. (1 Corinthians
12:5)"

Eph. 1:20-23; "20 which he wrought in Christ, whenraised him from the dead, and
made him to sit at his right hand in the heaveplgdes], 21 far above all rule, and
authority, and power, and dominion, and every n#mageis named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come: 22 andheall things in subjection under his
feet, and gave him to be head over all thingseactiurch, 23 which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in all. (Ephesiah20-23)"

4:11-12; "11 And he gave some [to be] apostles;samde, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; i2ef@erfecting of the saints, unto the
work of ministering, unto the building up of thedyoof Christ: (Ephesians 4:11-12)"

5:23-24. "23 For the husband is the head of the,vaihd Christ also is the head of the
church, [being] himself the saviour of the body.B4 as the church is subject to Christ,
so [let] the wives also [be] to their husbandsvargthing. (Ephesians 5:23-24)"

He rules the Church, not by force, but by His Wandl Spirit. All human officers in the
Church are clothed with the authority of Christ amalst submit to the control of His
Word.

1. THE OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH. The officers of @leurch mentioned in the
New Testament are of two kinds:

a. EXTRAORDINARY OFFICERS. The most important oéle were the apostles. In
the strictest sense this name applies only to telvie chosen by Jesus and Paul, but it is
also given to some apostolic men,

Acts 14:4, 14; "But the multitude of the city wasided; and part held with the Jews,
and part with the apostles. ...But when the apgsBarnabas and Paul, heard of it, they
rent their garments, and sprang forth among theitondeé, crying out (Acts 14:4,14)"
1Cor. 9:5-6; 2Cor. 8:23; "Whether [any inquire] abditus, [he is] my partner and [my]
fellow-worker to you-ward, or our brethren, [theghthe messengers of the churches,
[they are] the glory of Christ. (2 Corinthians 823

Gal. 1:19. "But other of the apostles saw | noageslames the Lord's brother. (Galatians
1:19)"

The apostles had certain special qualificationgyMere directly called by Christ,
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Gal. 1:1, "Paul, an apostle (not from men, neithesugh man, but through Jesus Christ,
and God the Father, who raised him from the dg¢&#Hlatians 1:1)"

saw Christ after the resurrection,

1 Cor. 9:1, "Am | not free? Am | not an apostleZel&not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not
ye my work in the Lord? (1 Corinthians 9:1)"

were conscious of being inspired,

1 Cor. 2:13, "Which things also we speak, not imdgonvhich man's wisdom teacheth,
but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spirittlahgs with spiritual [words]. (1
Corinthians 2:13)"

performed miracles,

2 Cor. 12:12, "Truly the signs of an apostle wereught among you in all patience, by
signs and wonders and mighty works. (2 Corinthis2142)"

and were richly blessed in their labors,

1 Cor. 9:1. The New Testament also speaks of PRAOBHEen specially gifted to speak
for the edification of the Church and occasionaligdicting future things,

Acts 11:28; "And there stood up one of them namgdbAis, and signified by the Spirit
that there should be a great famine over all thedvarhich came to pass in the days of
Claudius. (Acts 11:28)"

13:1-2; "1 Now there were at Antioch, in the chuticht was [there], prophets and
teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was called, Mige Lucius of Cyrene, and
Manaen the foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, %awul. 2 And as they ministered to
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Seama¢ Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto | have called them. (Acts 13:1-2)"

15:32; "And Judas and Silas, being themselvespalgphets, exhorted the brethren with
many words, and confirmed them. (Acts 15:32)"

Eph. 4:11. "And he gave some [to be] apostles;samie, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; (Bpbek11)"

And, finally, it also mentions EVANGELISTS, who &sted apostles in their work,
Acts 21:8; "And on the morrow we departed, and cante Caesarea: and entering into

the house of Philip the evangelist, who was onth@keven, we abode with him. (Acts
21:8)"
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Eph 4:11; 2Tim 4:5. "But be thou sober in all trapguffer hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfil thy ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5)"

b. ORDINARY OFFICERS. Frequent mention is made bDERS, especially in the
Acts of the Apostles, Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, B, 26:4; 20:17; 21:18.

Alongside of it the name 'bishop’ was used to degigythe same kind of officers, Acts
20:17, 28; 1Tim. 3:1; 5:17, 19; Tit 1:5,7; 1 Petl-2. While both names were applied to
the same class of officers, the name 'elder' gtdebweir age, and the name 'bishop’ their
work as overseers. The elders were not origindhbACHERS, but gradually the
teaching function was connected with their offiéph. 4:11; 1Tim. 5:17; 2Tim. 2:2.
From

1 Tim 5:17 "Let the elders that rule well be counteorthy of double honor, especially
those who labor in the word and in teaching. (1dthg 5:17)"

it appears that some elders simply ruled, whilettalso taught. In addition to these the
New Testament also speaks of DEACONS, Phil. 1:1m13:8, 10, 12. The prevailing
opinion is that the institution of this office isaorded in Acts 6:1-6.

2. THE ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES. The Reformed Cbhes have a number of
governing bodies. Their relation to each other éked by a careful graduation. They are
known as consistory, classis, and synod. The cmgisonsists of the minister and the
elders of the local church; the classis, of oneisten and one elder of each local church
within a certain district; and the synod, of an@qwmber of ministers and elders from
each classis.

a. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH. The governm@f the local

church is of a representative character. The neénestd the elders, chosen by the people,
form a council or consistory for the governmentradf church, Acts 14:23; 20:17; Tit.

1:5. While the elders are chosen by the peoplg, dbenot receive their authority from

the people, but directly from Jesus Christ, thedLafrthe Church. every local church is a
complete church, fully equipped to rule its owraaff. But since it affiliates with other
churches on the basis of a common agreementdtisntirely independent. The Church
Order serves to guard the rights and interestiseofdcal church, but also the collective
rights and interests of the affiliated churches.

b. THE MAJOR ASSEMBLIES. When local churches affié to give greater expression
to the unity of the Church, major assemblies, aghlasses and synods become
necessary. The council of Jerusalem, describectis 5, partook of the nature of a
major assembly. The immediate representativeseopéiople, who form the consistories,
are themselves represented by a limited numbdasgses, and these in turn are
represented in synods. Ecclesiastical assembladgdhaturally deal only with church
matters, matters of doctrine and morals, of chgmrernment and discipline. But even
S0 major assemblies must limit themselves to nattdich as to their nature belong to
the province of a minor assembly, but for somearasannot be settled there; and
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matters which as to their nature belong to the ipe®/of a major assembly, because they
pertain to the churches in general. The decisionsajor assemblies are not merely
advisory, but authoritative, unless they are explideclared to be only advisory.

3. THE POWER OF THE CHURCH. The power of the Chuscpiritual, because it is
given by the Holy Spirit,

Acts 20:28, "Take heed unto yourselves, and tthelflock, in which the Holy Spirit
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of thid ladnich he purchased with his own
blood. (Acts 20:28)"

is a manifestation of the power of the Spirit, J@B22-23, pertains exclusively to
believers, 1Cor. 5:12-13, and can be exercisediardyspiritual way,

2 Cor 10:4. "(for the weapons of our warfare areaidhe flesh, but mighty before God
to the casting down of strongholds), (2 Corinthia0s1)"

It is also a purely ministerial power, which isigded from Christ and is exercised in His
name. The power of the Church is threefold:

a. A DOGMATIC OR TEACHING POWER. The Church is comsioned to guard the
truth, to hand it on faithfully from generationdeneration, and to defend it against all
forces of unbelief, 1Tim 1:3-4; 2Tim 1:13; Tit. 119. It must preach the Word
unceasingly among all the nations of the world, 8340-11; 2Cor 5:20; 1Tim 4:13; 2
Tim 2:15; 4:2; Tit 2:1-10, must draw up creeds aadfessions, and must provide for the
training of its future ministers,

2 Tim 2:2. "And the things which thou hast heaahirme among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be d@bleeach others also. (2 Timothy
2:2)"

b. A GOVERNING POWER. God is a God of order, wheidethat all things in the
Church be done decently and in order, 1Cor 14:83F4dr that reason He made provision
for the proper regulation of the affairs of the @iy and gave the Church power to carry
the laws of Christ into effect, John 21:15-17; A20528;

1 Pet. 5:2. "Tend the flock of God which is amoiog yexercising the oversight, not of
constraint, but willingly, according to [the wilflJdGod; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind; (1 Peter 5:2)"

This also includes the power of discipline, Ma&:19; 18:18; John 20:23; 1Cor 5:2, 7,
13; 2Thess. 3:14-15; 1Tim. 1:20; Tit. 3:10. Thegase of discipline in the Church is
twofold, namely, to carry into effect the law of i3 concerning the admission and
exclusion of members, and to promote the spirigéaiification of the members of the
Church by securing their obedience to the lawstof<t. If there are diseased members,
the Church will first seek to effect a cure, buthifs fails will put away the diseased
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members. It deals with public sins even when tieer® formal accusation, but in the
case of private sins insists on the applicatiothefrule laid down in Matt 18;15-18.

c. APOWER OR MINISTRY OF MERCY. Christ sent outsHtlisciples, not only to
preach, but also to heal all manner of disease#t, W1,8; Luke 9:1-2; 10:9, 17. And
among the early Christians there were some whahl®dift of healing, 1Cor. 12:9-10,
28, 30. This special gift came to an end with tassing of the apostolic age. From that
time on the ministry of mercy was largely limitexthe Church's care for the poor. The
Lord hinted at this task in Matt. 16:11; Mark 14The early Church practised a sort of
communion of goods, so than to one wanted the sades of life, Acts 4:34. Later on
seven men were appointed to "serve the tabled,i¢hi provide for a more equal
distribution of what was brought for the poor, A6t3-6. After that deacons are
repeatedly mentioned, Romans 16:1; Phil 1:1; 1Bi®-12. Great emphasis is placed on
giving or collecting for the poor, Acts 11:29; 28;3Cor. 16:1-2; 2Cor 8:13-15; 9:1, 6-7,
Gal 2:10; 6:10; Eph. 4:28; 1Tim. 5:10, 16; Jas 12715-16; 1John 3:17.

TO MEMORIZE: Passages proving:
a. That Christ is the Head of the Church:

Eph. 1:22b-23. "And He... gave him to be head allahings to the Church, which is His
body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all."

Col. 1:18. "And He is the head of the body, the €huwho is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things He ntiplave the preeminence.”

b. The special marks of an apostle:
1 Cor. 9:1-2. "Am | not free? Am | not an apostiééve | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are
not ye my work in the Lord? If to others | am natapostle, yet at least | am to you; for

the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord."

2Cor 12:12. "Truly the signs of an apostle wereugit among you in all patience, by
signs and wonders and mighty works."

c. The office of elder or bishop:

Acts 14:23. "And when they had appointed for théddees in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they commended them to thellL.on whom they had believed.”

1Tim 3:1. "Faithful is the saying, If a man seekité office of a bishop, he desireth a
good work."

Tit. 1:5. "For this cause left | thee in Crete,ttthou shouldest set in order the things that
were wanting, and appoint elders in every cityl, gsve thee charge."
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d. The teaching function of some elders:

1 Tim 5:17. "Let the elders that rule well be cathtvorthy of double honor, especially
those who labor in the word and in teaching.”

2 Tim 2:2. "And the things which thou hast heaahirme among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be d@bleeach others also."

e. The office of deacon:

1 Tim 3:10. "And let these also first be provedtrtitet them serve as deacons, if they be
blameless."

f. The spiritual nature of the elders’ work:

Acts 20:28. "Take heed unto yourselves, and tthalflock, in which the Holy Spirit
hath made you bishops, to feed the church of thid fadnich he purchased with his own
blood."

1 Pet. 5:2-3. "Tend the flock of God which is amgog, exercising the oversight, not of
constraint, but willingly, according to [the wilflJdGod; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind; neither as lording it over the chardgtted to you, but making yourselves
ensamples to the flock."

g. The power of discipline:

Matt. 18:18. "Verily | say unto you, what thingseser ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and what things soever ye shadel@n earth shall be loosed in
heaven."

John 20:23. "Whose soever sins ye forgive, theyamgven unto them; whose soever
[sins] ye retain, they are retained.”

For Further Study:

a. What men besides the Twelve and Paul are caflestles? Acts 14:4, 14; 1Cor 9:5-6;
2Cor 8:23; Gal. 1:19. "see also: Heb 3:1, Acts 2214, Rom. 16:17, Jude 1, 2Cor
5:16, Phil 2:25 Gk., 1Thess 1:1 & 2:6."

b. Who are called evangelists in the Bible? Act822Tim. 4:5.

c. What is the course of discipline in connectiathyrivate sins indicated in Matt.
18:15-177?

Questions for Review
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1. Who is the Head of the Church and by what st@hdaes He rule?
2. What extraordinary officers were there in thei€h?

3. What were the characteristics of the apostles?

4. What did the prophets and the evangelists do?

5. Which were the ordinary officers?

6. What other name was used for elders?

7. When was the office of deacon instituted?

8. What ecclesiastical assemblies do we distinQuish

9. In how far is the local church independent?

10. Is there any Scripture warrant for major assexs® Where?

11. How are they constituted, and with what mattersthey deal?
12. Are their decisions merely advisory?

13. What different kinds of power has the Church?atMloes each include?
14. What is the purpose of Church discipline?

15. What do we understand by the ministry of ménaye Church?

Chapter 25: The Word Of God And The Sacraments In @neral

1. THE WORD OF GOD. The Word of God is the mogportant means of
grace, though Catholics ascribe this honor to Hveasnents.

a. THE WORD AND THE SPIRIT. While the term 'mearigace’ can be used in a
broader sense, it is here used as a designatitie ofieans which the Church is directed
to employ. When we speak of the 'Word' here, waataefer to the personal Word
(second person in the Trinity, John 1:1 ff.), rmthe creative word of power, Ps. 33:6;
but very specially to the Word of God as it is @néd in Scripture and is preached to
the Church. 1Pet. 1:25. It is the word of God'sgrand therefore the most important
means of grace. While the emphasis falls on thedvésrit is PREACHED, it may also

be brought to men in other ways: in the home antiérschool, by means of conversation
and religious literature. The Word is made effez@s a means of grace only through the
operation of the Holy Spirit. The Word alone is safficient to work faith and
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conversion, but is yet the necessary instrumentilé/the Holy Spirit can, He does not
ordinarily work without the Word. The preachingtbé Word is made fruitful by the
operation of the Spirit.

b. TWO PARTS OF THE WORD AS A MEANS OF GRACE. TheoW as a means of
grace consists of two parts, namely, the law aedythspel. The law as a means of grace
first of all serves the purpose of bringing menemcbnviction of sin, Rom. 3:20, making
him conscious of his inability to meet the demaofithe law, and becoming his tutor to
lead him to Christ, Gal. 3:24. In the second placealso the rule of life for believers,
reminding them of their duties and leading therthenway of life and salvation. The
gospel is a clear representation of the way ofat&lu revealed in Jesus Christ. It exhorts
the sinner to come to Christ in faith and repergaaad promises those who truly repent
and believe all the blessings of salvation in tresent and in the future. It is the power of
God unto salvation for every one that believeth.

Rom. 1:16; "For | am not ashamed of the gospelitfisrthe power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, alst to the Greek. (Romans 1:16)"

1Cor. 1:18. "For the word of the cross is to théat perish foolishness; but unto us who
are saved it is the power of God. (1 CorinthiadS8})":

2. THE SACRAMENTS IN GENERAL. The Word of God isroplete as a means of
grace, but the sacraments are not complete withewVord. This must be maintained
over against the Roman Catholics, who teach tleasdlcraments contain all that is
necessary unto salvation. The Word and the sactardéfer in the following

particulars: (a) the Word is absolutely necessahjle the sacraments are not; (b) the
Word serves to beget and to strengthen faith, whédesacraments can only strengthen it;
and (c) the Word is for all the world, but the sanents only for believers and their seed.
The following points deserve attention:

a. THE PARTS OF THE SACRAMENTS. Three parts mustliséinguished in the
sacraments, namely, (1) THE OUTWARD AND VISIBLE NGEach one of the
sacraments contains an external element. Thisstersi water in baptism, and of bread
and wine in the Lord's Supper. One who receive®ipdéhnis may be said to receive the
sacrament, but does not receive the whole, namthst important part of it. (2) THE
INWARD SPIRITUAL GRACE SIGNIFIED. A sign points teomething that is
signified, and this is the internal matter of taerament. It may be called righteousness
of faith,

Rom. 4:11, "and he received the sign of circumaisaseal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had while he was in uncircumcisitirat he might be the father of all them
that believe, though they be in uncircumcisiont tighteousness might be reckoned unto
them; (Romans 4:11)"

the forgiveness of sins, Mark 1:4; faith and repang,
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Mark 1:4; "John came, who baptized in the wildesn@sd preached the baptism of
repentance unto remission of sins. (Mark 1:4)"

16:16, "He that believeth and is baptized shabde=d; but he that disbelieveth shall be
condemned. (Mark 16:16)"

or communion with Christ in His death and resuimtct

Rom. 6:3-4; "3 Or are ye ignorant that all we wherevbaptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefatie him through baptism unto
death: that like as Christ was raised from the deemligh the glory of the Father, so we
also might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)"

Col. 2:11-12. "11 in whom ye were also circumcigeth a circumcision not made with
hands, in the putting off of the body of the fleshthe circumcision of Christ; 12 having
been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye wesmahised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the de&blfssians 2:11-12)"

(3) The union between the sign and the thing SeghifThis really constitutes the essence
of the sacrament. Where the sacrament is receiviith, the grace of God accompanies
it.

The following definition may be given of a sacrametA sacrament is a holy ordinance
instituted by Christ, in which by sensible signs grace of God in Christ is represented,
sealed, and applied to believers, and they, in express their faith and obedience to
God.

b. THE NUMBER OF THE SACRAMENTS. During the Old Tasent there were just
two sacraments, namely, circumcision and passdver former was instituted in the
days of Abraham, and the latter in the time of Mo®»th were bloody sacraments in
harmony with the Old Testament dispensation. Ther€hof the New Testament also
has two sacraments, namely, baptism and the L8ugper, both of which are unbloody.
After Christ has brought His perfect sacrifice,more shedding of blood is needed. The
Church of Rome enlarged the number of sacramerais imwarranted manner by adding
confirmation, penance, orders, matrimony, and extrenction.

c. OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT SACRAMENTS COMPARED. Theh@irch of Rome
holds that there is an essential difference betwleetwo: the former being merely
typical, affecting only the legal standing of tleeipient and not his spiritual condition,
and depending for their effectiveness on the faittihose who received them; and the
latter working spiritual grace in the hearts of theipients irrespective of their spiritual
condition, merely in virtue of the sacramental @ttiAs a matter of fact, however, there
is no ESSENTIAL difference, Rom. 4:11; 1Cor. 5:0;14; Col. 2:11. There are some
dispensational differences, however: (1) The Olstdment sacraments had a national
aspect in addition to their spiritual significan¢2). They pointed forward to the coming
sacrifice of Christ, while those of the New Testaby@oint back to the completed
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sacrifice. (3) They did not convey to the recipiastrich a measure of spiritual grace as
do the sacraments of the New Testament.

TO MEMORIZE. Passages pointing to:
a. The Word as a means of grace:
Rom. 10:17. "So belief cometh of hearing, and Imggby the word of Christ."

1Cor. 1:18. "For the word of the cross is to théat perish foolishness; but unto us who
are saved it is the power of God."

b. The twofold function of the law:

Rom. 3:20. "Because by the works of the law shalllesh be justified in his sight; for
through the law cometh the knowledge of sin."

Rom 7:7. "What shall we say then? Is the law sind @rbid. Howbeit, | had not known
sin, except through the law: for | had not knowmeting, except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet."

1John 5:3. "For this is the love of God, that wegkéis commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous."

c. The function of the gospel:

Rom. 1:16. "For | am not ashamed of the gospelitfisrthe power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, also to the Greek."

1Cor 1:18. Cf. above under a.
d. The spiritual significance of the sacraments:

Rom. 4:11. "And he received the sign of circumcisia seal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had while he was in uncircumcisign..

1Cor. 5:7. "For our passover also hath been seedfieven Christ."

Col. 2:12. "Having been buried with him in baptisnherein ye were also raised with
him through faith in the working of God, who raidad from the dead.”

John 6:51. "I am the living bread which came dowhaf heaven: if any man eat of this
bread, he shall live for ever: yea and the breadhwhwill give is my flesh, for the life of
the world."

For Further Study:
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a. Is the law also a rule of life for New Testameglievers?

Matt. 5:17-19; "17 Think not that | came to desttbg law or the prophets: | came not to
destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily | say untoyoTill heaven and earth pass away, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away frdra taw, till all things be accomplished.
19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of thest tsanmandments, and shall teach
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of/beabut whosoever shall do and teach
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom afvkee. (Matthew 5:17-19)"

Rom. 13:10; "Love worketh no ill to his neighbaové therefore is the fulfilment of the
law. (Romans 13:10)"

Eph. 6:2; "Honor thy father and mother (which is flist commandment with promise),
(Ephesians 6:2)"

Jas 2:8-11; "8 Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal laag¢cording to the scripture, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well: 9 bugefhave respect of persons, ye commit
sin, being convicted by the law as transgress@$.at whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet stumble in one [point], he is becomitgof all. 11 For he that said, Do not
commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thdost not commit adultery, but killest,
thou art become a transgressor of the law. (JarBe$13"

1John 3:4; "Every one that doeth sin doeth alsdelssmess; and sin is lawlessness. (1
John 3:4)"

5:3. "For this is the love of God, that we keepdosmmandments: and his
commandments are not grievous. (1 John 5:3)"

b. Can you prove that the sacraments are onlydievers and their seed?

Gen. 17:10; "This is my covenant, which ye sha#ikebetween me and you and thy seed
after thee: every male among you shall be circueaci§Genesis 17:10)"

Ex. 12:43-45; "43 And Jehovah said unto Moses aai#@, This is the ordinance of the
passover: there shall no foreigner eat thereohut4every man's servant that is bought
for money, when thou hast circumcised him, thenl $ieaeat thereof. 45 A sojourner and
a hired servant shall not eat thereof. (Exodus323)"

Mark 16:16; Acts 2:39; "For to you is the promiaad to your children, and to all that
are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our Gadl glall unto him. (Acts 2:39)"

1Cor. 11:28-29. "28 But let a man prove himself] an let him eat of the bread, and
drink of the cup. 29 For he that eateth and drimkeateth and drinketh judgment unto
himself, if he discern not the body. (1 Corinthidri3"

c. What dispute arose in the early Church abouatioicision? Acts 15; Gal. 2:3-9.
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Questions for Review
1. What do we mean by the term 'means of grace'?
2. What do we mean by 'the Word of God' as a mehgesace?
3. Why is the Word the most important means of gffac
4. What is the relation between the Word and that3p
5. What is the function of the law as a means atg?
6. What is the function of the gospel?
7. How are the sacraments related to the Word?
8. How do Word and sacraments differ as meansaufefr
9. What is a sacrament?
10. What are the component parts of a sacrament?
11. What is the sign in each one of the sacraments?
12. What is the thing signified in each?
13. How are the sign and the things signified eslat
14. How did the Old Testament sacraments diffemftbose of the New?
Chapter 26: Christian Baptism

Christ instituted baptism after the resurrectidatt. 28:19, Mark 16:16. He
charged His disciples to baptize those who wereendigtiples "into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” filsatnto special relationship with the
triune God. While He did not intend to prescribdem@nula, the Church chose the words
of the institution, when it felt the need of onéelpresent formula was in use before the
beginning of the second century. Protestants regdaptism legitimate, which is
administered by a duly accredited minister andvenrtame of the triune God, while
Roman Catholics, who regard baptism as absolueggssary unto salvation, permit its
administration, in case the life of a child is @mngjer, also to others than priests,
particularly to midwives.
1. THE PROPER MODE OF BAPTISM. Baptists not onlyimi@in that the proper mode

of baptism is by immersion, but even assert thatemsion belongs to the very essence of
baptism. Baptism applied in any other way is nqttisan at all. They hold that the
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fundamental idea of baptism is that of being buagd rising again with Christ, Rom.
6:3-6; Col. 2:12, and that this is symbolicallyiceted only by immersion. But Scripture
clearly represents purification as the essentiagtin the symbolism of baptism, Ezek.
36:25; John 3:25-26; Acts 22:16; Tit. 3:5; Heb.2):1 Pet. 3:21. And this can be
symbolized by sprinkling or pouring as well as thmersion,

Lev. 14:7; "And he shall sprinkle upon him thatdse cleansed from the leprosy seven
times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shadjdehe living bird into the open field.
(Leviticus 14:7)"

Num. 8:7; "And thus shalt thou do unto them, taoke them: sprinkle the water of
expiation upon them, and let them cause a razpass over all their flesh, and let them
wash their clothes, and cleanse themselves. (Nunihé)"

Ezek. 36:25; "And | will sprinkle clean water uppou, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will l&hnse you. (Ezekiel 36:25)"

Heb. 9:19-22; "19 For when every commandment haa Bpoken by Moses unto all the
people according to the law, he took the bloodchefdalves and the goats, with water and
scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both thelitself and all the people, 20 saying,
This is the blood of the covenant which God comneain you-ward. 21 Moreover the
tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministrypgnmkled in like manner with the blood.
22 And according to the law, | may almost saytlatgs are cleansed with blood, and
apart from shedding of blood there is no remissijblebrews 9:19-22)"

10:22. "let us draw near with a true heart in fgkef faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience: and having our body washigld pure water, (Hebrews 10:22)"

Consequently the mode of baptism is quite immdtatimay be administered by
immersion, but also by pouring or sprinkling. Bug Baptists have another argument,
namely, that the New Testament warrants only bampiig immersion. However, they fall
to prove their point. Jesus did not prescribe tagemode of baptism, and the Bible
never stresses any particular mode. The word (BZRJemployed by Jesus does not
necessarily mean 'to immerse,' but may also meamutify by washing.' There is not a
single case of baptism mentioned in the New Testaafewhich we are sure that it was
baptism by immersion. It is very unlikely that tmeiltitudes who flocked to John the
Baptist and the three thousand who believed onldlyeof Pentecost were baptized in that
way. Neither is it likely that this mode was apglie the cases mentioned in

Acts 9:18; "And straightway there fell from his sy&s it were scales, and he received his
sight; and he arose and was baptized; (Acts 9:18)"

10:47; "Can any man forbid the water, that theseikshnot be baptized, who have
received the Holy Spirit as well as we? (Acts 10:47
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16:33-34. "33 And he took them the same hour ohight, and washed their stripes; and
was baptized, he and all his, immediately. 34 Aadiought them up into his house, and
set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, withhisl house, having believed in God.
(Acts 16:33-34)"

2. THE PROPER SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM. There are twss#s to whom baptism is
applied, namely, adults and infants.

a. ADULT BAPTISM. Baptism is intended for believexsd their seed. In the words of
the institution Jesus undoubtedly had in mind prilpghe baptism of adults, for it was
only with these that the disciples could begirhieit missionary labors. His instruction
implies that baptism had to be preceded by a psafeof faith, Mark 16:16. On the day
of Pentecost those that received the word of Retee baptized, Acts 2:41; cf. also Acts
8:37 (Auth.Ver.); 16:31-34. The Church should reg@ profession of faith of all adults
seeking baptism. When such a profession is mageistaccepted by the Church at its
face value, unless there are good reasons to dsigmcerity.

b. INFANT BAPTISM. Baptists deny the right of infalpaptism, since children cannot
exercise faith, and since the New Testament cantancommand to baptize children
and does not record a single instance of suchdrap¥et this does not prove it
unbiblical. (1) THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS FOR INFANT BARSM. Infant baptism is
not based on a single passage of Scripture, batsamies of considerations. The
covenant made with Abraham was primarily a spitiaeaenant, though it also had a
national aspect, Rom. 4:16-18; Gal. 3:8-9, 14. Tbigenant is still in force and is
essentially the same as the "new covenant” of tbeent dispensation, Rom. 4:13-18;
Gal. 3:15-18; Heb. 6:13-18. Children shared inklessings of the covenant, received the
sign of circumcision, and were reckoned as patth@®fcongregation if Israel, 2 Chron.
20:13; Joel 2:16. In the New Testament baptisnalisstuted for circumcision as the
sign and seal of entrance into the covenant, A&3; Zol. 2:11-12. The "new covenant"
is represented in Scripture as more gracious thawolid, Isa. 54:13; Jer. 31:34; Heb.
8:11, and therefore could hardly exclude childi@ms is also unlikely in view of such
passages as Matt. 19:14; Acts 2:39; 1Cor. 7:14ebh\@r, whole households were
baptized and it is unlikely that these containedmédren, Acts 16:15; 16:33; 1Cor.
1:16. (2) THE GROUND AND OPERATION OF INFANT BAPTM In Reformed
circles some hold that children are baptized orgtieend of a presumptive regeneration,
that is, on the assumption (not the assurance)thibg are regenerated. Others take the
position that they are baptized on the ground efali-comprehensive covenant promise
of God, which also includes the promise of regeti@mmaThis view deserves preference.
The covenant promise affords the only certain dyjdative ground for the baptism of
infants. But if the question is raised, how infaaptism can function as a means of grace
to strengthen spiritual life, the answer is thaiaih at the very moment of its
administration strengthen the regenerate lifelrdaly present in the child, and can
strengthen faith later on when the significanceagtism is more clearly understood. Its
operation is not necessarily limited to the verynmeat of its administration.

TO MEMORIZE . Passages bearing on:
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a. THE INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM:

Matt. 28;19. "Go ye therefore, and make discipfeslidhe nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of thg Sairit."

Mark 16:15-16. "Go ye into all the world, and predlce gospel to the whole creation. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be savedhbuhat disbelieveth shall be
condemned.”

b. BAPTISM AS A SYMBOL OF PURIFICATION:

Acts 22:16. "And now why tarriest thou? arise, &rthaptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on his name."

1 Pet. 3:21. "Which also after a true likeness damtlv save you, even baptism, not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but theantogation of a good conscience toward
God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

c. The substitution of baptism for circumcision:

Col. 2:11-12. "In whom ye were also circumcisedhatcircumcision not made with
hands, in the putting off of the body of the fleshthe circumcision of Christ; having
been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye wesmahised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the dead.”

d. The permanent application of the covenant olaAbam:

Rom. 4:16. "For this cause [it is] of faith, thatray be according to grace; to the end
that the promise may be sure to all the seed;mibtat only which is of the law, but to
that also which is of the faith of Abraham, whahie father of us all."

Gal. 3:29. "And if ye are Christ's, then are ye &tam's seed, heirs according to
promise."

e. The inclusion of children in the New Testamdnirch:

Matt. 19:14. "But Jesus said, Suffer the littleldten, and forbid them not, to come unto
me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven."

Acts 2:39. "For to you is the promise, and to ychitdren, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto™hi

1Cor. 7:14. "For the unbelieving husband is saiectiin the wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified in the brother: else were yohitdren unclean; but now are they holy."

For Further Study:
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a. Do the following passages prove that the dissigid not use the trinitarian formula in
baptism? Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5.

b. How does the spiritual meaning of baptism compéth that of circumcision?
Compare Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4 with Acts 2:38; 22:16.

c. Can you prove that circumcision was abolishetthénNew Testament? Acts 15; Gal.
2:3; 5:2-3; 6:12-13.

Questions for Review

1. When did Christ institute baptism?

2. What is the meaning of baptism into the namsoofieone?

3. Were the words of Christ intended as a formula?

4. What do Baptists regard as the essential timnle symbolism of baptism?
5. What is the essential thing in it?

6. Did Christ prescribe a certain mode of baptism?

7. Can the necessity of immersion be proved fronp&oe?

8. Who are the proper administrators of baptismapMgéRome's view?
9. What is the condition of adult baptism?

10. How can infant baptism be proved from Scrigture

11. What views are there as to the ground of inbaptism?

12. Which should be preferred, and why?

13. How can infant baptism be a means of grace?
Chapter 27: The Lord's Supper

The Lord's Supper was instituted at the timeéhefggassover shortly before the
death of Jesus, Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; LRRe9-20; 1Cor. 11:23-25. The new
sacrament was linked up with the central elemettierpaschal meal. The bread that was
eaten with the lamb was consecrated to a new ndes@was the wine of the third cup,
"the cup of blessing." The broken bread and theewsymbolize the Lord's broken body
and shed blood; the physical eating and drinkinthe$e point to a spiritual appropriation
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of the fruits of the sacrifice of Christ; and thbale sacrament is a constant reminder of
His redemptive death.

1. THE LORD'S SUPPER AS A SIGN AND SEAL. Like evarther sacrament, the
Lord's Supper is first of all a sign. The sign ud#s not only the visible elements of
bread and wine, but also their eating and drinkihig.a symbolical representation of the
Lord's death, 1Cor. 11:26, and symbolizes the beilige participation in the crucified
Christ and in the life and strength of the risemd.dn addition to this it is also an act of
profession on the part of those who partake dftiey profess faith in Christ as their
Savior, and allegiance to Him as their King. B ttord's Supper is more than a sign; it
is also a seal, which is attached to the thingiigghand is a pledge of its realization. It
gives believing partakers the assurance that treethe objects of the great love of Christ
revealed in His self-surrender to a bitter and stfahdeath; that all the promises of the
covenant and all the riches of the gospel areghaird even that the blessings of
salvation are theirs in actual possession.

2. THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE LORD'S SUPPER. Ghestion as to the
nature of the presence of Christ in the Lord's 8ujppone that has long been debated,
and one on which there is still considerable défexe of opinion. Four views come into
consideration here.

a. THE VIEW OF ROME. The Church of Rome conceivethe presence of Christ in
the Lord's Supper in a PHYSICAL SENSE. On the gbohJesus' statement, "this is
my body," it holds that bread and wine change thiobody and blood of Christ, though
they continue to look and taste like bread and wiigs view is open to several
objections: (1) Jesus, standing before the disgiplehe flesh, could not very well say
that He had His body in His hand; (2) Scriptureasseof the bread as bread even after
the supposed change has taken place, 1Cor. 14 8-28; and (3) It is contrary to
common sense to believe that what looks and sraetlgastes like bread and wine is
indeed flesh and blood.

b. THE LUTHERAN VIEW. Lutherans maintain that, whibread and wine remain what
they are, the whole person of Christ, body anddlampresent IN, UNDER, and
ALONG WITH, the elements. When Christ had the brigaldis hand, He held His body
along with it, and therefore could say, "this is body." Every one who receives the
bread also receives the body, whether he be asbelte not. This is no great
improvement on the Roman Catholic doctrine. Itidgsrto Jesus' words the unnatural
meaning "this accompanies my body." Moreover, iiusdened with the impossible
notion that the body of Christ is omnipresent.

c. THE ZWINGLIAN VIEW. Zwingli denied the bodily gsence of Christ in the Lord's
Supper, while admitting that He is spiritually peasin the faith of believers. For him the
Lord's Supper was mainly a mere sign or symboleeorial of the death of Christ, and
an act of profession on the part of believers. Sohtes statements, however, seem to
indicate that he also regarded it as a seal ogpledlwhat God does for the believer in
Christ.
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d. CALVIN'S VIEW. Calvin took an intermediate posit. Instead of the physical and
local, he taught the spiritual presence of Chrighe Lord's Supper. In distinction from
Zwingli he stressed the deeper significance osi@ament. He saw in it a seal and
pledge of what God does for believers rather thpledge of their consecration to God.
The virtues and effects of the sacrifice of Choistthe cross are present and actually
conveyed to believers by the power of the Holy i&pir

3. THE PERSONS FOR WHOM THE LORD'S SUPPER IS INSITED. The Lord's
Supper was not instituted for all indiscriminatddyt only for believers, who understand
its spiritual significance. Children, who have get come to years of discretion, are not
fit to partake of it. Even true believers may beich a spiritual condition that they
cannot worthily take their place at the table & tord, and should therefore examine
themselves carefully, 1Cor 11:28-32. Unbelieveesraturally excluded from the Lord's
Supper. The grace that is received in the sacraduoed not differ in kind from that

which is received through the instrumentality af iWord. The sacrament merely adds to
the effectiveness of the Word and to the measutleeofrace received. The enjoyment of
its spiritual benefits depends on the faith of plaeticipant.

TO MEMORIZE. Passages bearing on:
a. THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER:

1 Cor. 11:23-27. "For | received of the Lord thdtieh also I delivered unto you, that the
Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed taread; and when He had given
thanks, He brake it, and said, This is my body,chhs for you: this do in remembrance

of me. In like manner also the cup, after suppeyirg, This cup is the new covenant in
my blood: this do, as often as ye drink it, in rembeance of me. 26 For as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the lodeath till he come. Wherefore
whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup®tLbrd in an unworthy manner, shall

be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord."

b. THE LORD'S SUPPER AS A SIGN AND SEAL:

Matt. 26:26-27. "And as they were eating, Jesuk bwead, and blessed, and brake it;
and He gave to the disciples, and said, Takettdatis my body. And He took a cup, and
gave thanks, and gave to them, saying, Drink yefat| for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many unto reroissif sins."

1 Cor. 10:16. "The cup of blessing which we blésg, not a communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not a comiom of the body of Christ?"

c. THE LORD'S SUPPER AS AN ACT OF PROFESSION:

1 Cor 11:26. "For as often as ye eat this breadl daimk the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's
death till he come.”
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d. WORTHY PARTICIPATION AND SELF-EXAMINATION:

1 Cor. 11:27-29. "Wherefore whosoever shall eabtiead or drink the cup of the Lord
in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the baahyl the blood of the Lord. But let a
man prove himself, and so let him eat of the braad,drink of the cup. For he that
eateth and drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgmetat mimself, if he discern not the
body."

For Further Study:

a. Do the words of Jesus in John 6:48-58 havearéerto the Lord's Supper?

b. Does the expression 'breaking bread' necessafdyto the Lord's Supper? Cf. Acts
2:42; 20,7, 11; 27:35; 1Cor 10:16.

c. Can you mention other cases in which the verbét cannot be taken literally? John
10:7; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1.

Questions for Review

1. What belongs to the sign in the Lord's Supper?

2. What does the sacrament signify and what dcsesif?

3. What is the Roman Catholic view of the presasfaehrist in the Lord's Supper?
4. How do the Lutherans conceive of it?

5. What objections are there to these views?

6. What is the Zwinglian conception of the LordigoBer?

7. How does Calvin's conception differ from it?

8. How does Calvin conceive of the Lord's presend&

9. How does the grace received in the sacramefietr @libm that received through the
Word?

10. For whom was the Lord's Supper instituted?

11. Who should be excluded from the table of thedRo

Part VII: The Doctrine Of The Last Things
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Chapter 28: Physical Death And The Intermediate St

1. PHYSICAL DEATH. Physical death is variouslyresented in Scripture. It is
spoken of as the death of the body, as distingdiftoen that of the soul, Matt. 10:28;
Luke 12:4, as the termination or loss of anima, llfuke 6:9; John 12:25, and as a
separation of body and soul, Eccl. 12:7; Jas. 2ta§ never an annihilation, but may be
described as A TERMINATION OF PHYSICAL LIFE BY THEEPARATION OF
BODY AND SOUL. Pelagians and Socinians teach tham nvas created so that he had
to doe, but this is not in harmony with Scriptutdeaches us that death resulted from sin
and is a punishment for sin, Gen. 2:17; 3:19; Rer2, 17; 6:23. Instead of being
something natural, it is an expression of divinganPs. 90:7, 11, a judgment, Rom.
1:32, a condemnation, Rom. 5:16, and a curse, 338, filling the hearts of men with
dread and fear. But since death is a punishmerstiioand believers are redeemed from
the guilt of sin, the question naturally arises,yust they still die? It is clear that it
cannot be a punishment for them, but must be regaad an important element in the
process of sanctification. It is the consummatibtheir dying unto sin.

2. THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. Opinions differ very mhas to the condition of man
between death and the general resurrection. Theimpertant theories call for a brief
discussion.

a. THE MODERN IDEA OF SHEOL-HADES. The idea is vgmgevalent at present that
at death both the pious and the wicked descendamintermediate place, which the Old
Testament calls SHEOL, and the New Testament, HADES not a place of reward or
punishment, but a place where all share the sateegdareary abode where life is but a
weakened reflection of life on earth, a place oékened consciousness, of slumbrous
inactivity, where life has lost its interests ahd foys of living are turned into sadness.
But this is hardly a scriptural representatiorthd# terms SHEOL and HADES always
denote a place to which both the pious and theedaescend, how can the descent into
it be held up as a warning to the wicked, Ps. 9PX@y. 5.5; 7:27; 9:18; 15:24; 23:14?
And how can Scripture speak of God's anger as bgihiere, Deut. 32:227? It was in
HADES that the rich man lifted up his eyes, Luke2B6 and he calls it a "place of
torment,” vs. 28. It is better to assume that tbedss SHEOL and HADES are not always
used in the same sense, but sometimes denoteave @en. 42:38: Ps. 16:10,
sometimes the state or condition of death, reptedeas a place, 1 Sam 2:6; Ps. 89:48,
and sometimes the place of eternal punishment,.32@22; Ps 9:17; Prov. 9:18.

b. PURGATORY, LIMBUS PATRUM, AND LIMBUS INFANTUM. Acording to the
Church of Rome the souls of those who are perted¢ath are at once admitted to
heaven, Matt. 25:46; Phil. 1:23, but those whorerteperfectly cleansed at death -- and
this is the condition of most believers --entetace of purification called purgatory. The
length of their stay there varies according torteed of individual cases, and can be
shortened by the prayers, good works, and masgaesws friends or relatives. This
doctrine finds no support in Scripture. -- The LustPatrum is the place where,
according to Rome, the Old Testament saints werail until Christ set them free
between His death and resurrection. -- And the uisninfantum is the supposed abode
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of all unbaptized children. They remain there withany hope of deliverance, suffering
no positive punishment indeed, but excluded froettlessings of heaven. Neither of
these views find any support in Scripture.

c. THE SLEEP OF THE SOUL. The notion that at dehthsoul enters into a state of
unconscious repose or sleep, was advocated byadeeets in the past, and is now also a
favorite doctrine of the Irvingites in England anfdhe Russellites in America. It has a
peculiar fascination for those who find it hardoieve in a continuance of
consciousness apart from the brain. They find stgpoit in Scripture passages which
speak of death as a sleep, Matt. 9:24; Acts 7:6Beds. 4:13, or seem to say that the
dead are unconscious, Ps. 6:5; 30;9; 115:17; 186dthe former simply speak of death
as a sleep because of the similarity between aloledyland a body asleep, and the latter
simply stress the fact that the dead can no maeertatice of nor share in the activities

of the present world. Believers are representezhfig/ing a conscious life immediately
after death, Luke 16:19-31; 23:43; 2Cor. 5:8; Phi23; Rev. 6:9.

d. ANNIHILATIONISM AND CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY. Acc ording to these
doctrines there is no conscious existence, if amstence at all, of the wicked after death.
Annihilationism teaches that man was created imahdout that they who continue in sin
are by a positive act of God deprived of immoryadihd finally destroyed or bereft
forever of consciousness. According to the doctoiheonditional immortality, however,
man was created mortal, and only believers redbgift of immortality in Christ. The
wicked ultimately perish completely or lose all somusness. The result is the same in
both cases. These doctrines are supposed to fopbdun the fact that the Bible
represents eternal life as a gift of God in Chdetn 10:27-28; Rom. 2:7; 6:23, and
threatens sinners with death and destruction,877Mal. 4:1; 2Pet. 2:12. But the

Bible clearly teaches that sinners will continuexast, Matt. 25:46; Rev. 14:11; 20:10,
and that there will be degrees of punishment ofatleed, Luke 12:47-48; Rom. 2:12. e.
SECOND PROBATION. Some scholars hold that they diean their sins will have
another opportunity after death to accept Christnian will perish without having been
offered a favorable opportunity to know and acdesus. They appeal to such passages
as Eph. 4:8-9; 1Cor. 15:24-28; Phil. 2:9-11; Cal9120; 1Pet. 3:19; 4:6. But these do
not prove the point. Moreover, Scripture represémgsstate of unbelievers after death as
a fixed state, which cannot be altered, Eccl. 1llu®e 16:19-31: John 8:21, 24; 2Pet
2:4,9; Jude 7, 13. Their judgment depends on wieat have done in the flesh, Matt.
7:22-23; 10:32-33: 25:34-46; 2Cor 5:9-10; 2Thess. 1

TO MEMORIZE . Passages proving:
a. THAT DEATH IS A PUNISHMENT FOR SIN:

Rom. 5:12. "Therefore, as through one man sin edteto the world, and death through
sin; and so death passed unto all men, for thairaied.”

Rom. 6:23. "For the wages of sin is death; buffitbe gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord."
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b. THAT BELIEVERS ARE VICTORIOUS OVER DEATH:

1 Cor. 15:55-57. "O death, where is thy victory@dath, where is thy sting? The sting of
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law:thahks be to God, who giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."”

c. THAT SHEOL-HADES IS IN SOME CASES A PLACE OF PUBHMENT:

Ps. 9:17. "The wicked shall be turned back unto SHEEven all the nations that forget
God."

Prov. 15:24. "To the wise the way of life goeth @apgy That he may depart from SHEOL
beneath.”

Luke 16:23. "And in HADES he lifted up his eyesirggin torments."
d. THAT BELIEVERS ARE WITH CHRIST IMMEDIATELY AFTERDEATH:

2 Cor. 5:8. "We are of good courage, | say, andndlii;ng rather to be absent from the
body, and to be at home with the Lord."

Phil. 1:23. "But | am in a strait betwixt the twgving the desire to depart and be with
Christ; for it is very far better."

e. THAT UNBELIEVERS CONTINUE TO EXIST AFTER DEATH:

Matt. 25:46. "And these shall go away into etempalishment: but the righteous into
eternal life."

Luke 12:47-48. "And that servant, who knew his ®mdill, and made not ready, nor did
according to his will, shall be beaten with manypsts; but he that knew not, and did
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with fnipes."

Rev. 14:11. "And the smoke of their torment gogifar ever and ever; and they have no
rest day and night, they that worship the beast@ndnage, and whoso receiveth the
mark of his name."

f. THAT THERE IS NO ESCAPE AFTER DEATH:

Luke 16:26. "And besides all this, between us amdthere is a great gulf fixed, that

they that would pass from hence to you may notldbe, and that none may cross over
from thence to us."

2 Pet. 2:9. "The Lord knoweth how to deliver thellgaut of temptation, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgrhe
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For Further Study:

a. What do the following passages teach respedgath? 1 Cor. 15:55-57; 2Tim. 1:10;
Heb. 2:14; Rev. 1:18; 20:14.

b. Do you think the following passages supportdbetrine of purgatory? Isa. 4:4; Mic.
7:8; Zech. 9:11; Mal. 3:2; Matt. 12:32; 1 Cor. 313

c. Does the word of Jesus to the dying thief orctioss fit in with the doctrine of the
sleep of the soul? Luke 23:43.

Questions for Review

1. How is physical death represented in Scripture?

2. How can you prove that death is not somethingrat?

3. What is the connection between sin and death?

4. Is death a punishment for believers? What p@po®s it serve?
5. What is the modern idea of sheol-hades?

6. What objections are there to this theory?

7. What do these terms denote in Scripture?

8. How do the doctrines of annihilation and comuatiéil immortality differ?
9. What is the supposed Scripture basis for these?

10. How can you disprove them?

11. What is the Roman Catholic doctrine of Purggtbimbus Patrum, and Limbus
Infantum?

12. What is the doctrine of the sleep of the soul?
13. What is its supposed Scripture basis? How wyaildrefute it?
14. What is the doctrine of second probation?

15. Does Scripture support or contradict this doeft

Chapter 29: The Second Coming Of Christ
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The New Testament clearly teaches us that teedoming of Christ will be
followed by a second. Jesus referred to His retuore than once, Matt. 24:30, 25:19;
26:64; John 14:3; angels called attention to ihatascension, Acts 1:11; and the Epistles
speak of it repeatedly, Phil. 3:20; 1Thess. 4:152Tthess. 1:7, 10; Tit. 2:13; Heb. 9:28.

1. GREAT EVENTS PRECEDING THE SECOND COMING. Accmglto Scripture
several important events must precede the retu@hdét.

a. THE CALLING OF THE GENTILES. The gospel of thmgdom must be preached to
all nations before the coming of Christ, Matt. 24:Mark 13:10; Rom. 11:25. This
means that the nations as a whole must be so tijlolsoavangelized that the gospel
becomes a power in the life of the people, a digh¢alls for decision.

b. THE CONVERSION OF THE FULL NUMBER OF ISRAEL. 2€@:15 and Rom.
11:25-29 refer to a conversion of Israel, and thespge in Romans seems to connect this
with the end of time. Some take these passageath that Israel as a whole, Israel as a
nation, will finally turn to the Lord. It is morékely, however, that the expression "all
Israel” in Rom. 11:26 simply refers to the full nben of the elect out of the ancient
covenant people. The whole passage does seem liptimapin the end large numbers of
Israel will turn to the Lord.

c. THE GREAT APOSTASY AND THE GREAT TRIBULATION. T Bible teaches
repeatedly that toward the end of time there valbbgreat falling away. Iniquity will
increase, and the love of many will wax cold, Ma#:12; 2Thess. 2:3; 2Tim. 3:1-7; 4:3-
4. Wickedness crying to high heaven will resulaiterrible tribulation "such as hath not
been from the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall be." Matt. 24:21. If
those days were not shortened no flesh would bedsédut they will be shortened for the
sake of the elect.

d. THE COMING OF ANTICHRIST. The spirit of Anticlei was already in evidence in
the apostolic age, 1John 4.3, and many antichretismade their appearance, 1John
2:18. But the Bible leads us to expect that aketie of the age a single individual will
stand out as the incarnation of all wickednesg ttitan of sin," "the son of perdition, he
that opposeth and exalteth himself against allihealled God or that is worshipped; so
that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting hiffeeth as God." 2Thess. 2:3-4.

e. SIGNS AND WONDERS. The Bible also refers tokatig signs as marking the
beginning of the end. There will be wars, famireeg] earthquakes in diverse places,
which are called the beginning of travail, to bidiwed by the rebirth of the universe;
and also fearful portents in heaven, when the pewethe heavens will be shaken, Matt.
24:29-30; Mark 13:24-25; Luke 21:25-26.

2. THE SECOND COMING ITSELF. After these signs 8mn of Man will be seen
coming on the clouds of heaven.
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a. THE TIME OF HIS COMING. Some believe that thentog of Christ is imminent,

that is, may now occur at any time. But the Bilgladhes us that the events and signs
mentioned in the foregoing must precede the refenom God's point of view the

coming is always near, Heb. 10;25; Jas. 5:9; ?®&t.but no one can determine the exact
time, not even the angels nor the Son of Man, N24ti36.

b. THE MANNER OF HIS COMING. The person of Chrisillweturn. He has already
come in the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, butdilereturn in the body, so that He can
be seen, Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Acts 1:11; Tit. 2.R8y. 1:7. Though several signs will
precede His coming, yet it will be unexpected aettpeople by surprise, Matt. 24:37-
44; 25:1-12; 1Thess. 5:2-3; Rev. 3:3. Moreovewilitbe a glorious and triumphant
coming. The clouds of heaven will be His chariogti24:30, the angels His bodyguard,
2Thess. 1.7, the archangels His heralds, 1TheBs, dnd the saints of God His glorious
retinue, 1Thess. 3:13; 2Thess. 1:10.

c. THE PURPOSE OF HIS COMING. Christ will returnitdroduce the future age, the
eternal state of things, and will do this by twahty events, the resurrection and the
final judgment, John 5:25-29; Acts 17:31; Rom. 263-2Cor. 5:10; Phil. 3:20-21;
1Thess. 4:13-17; 2Pet. 3:10-13; Rev. 20:11-15;22:1

3. THE QUESTION OF THE MILLENNIUM. Some believe ththe second coming of
Christ will either be preceded or followed by alemhium.

a. POST-MILLENNIALISM. Post-millennialism teachdsat the second coming of
Christ will follow the millennium. The millenniunsiexpected during the gospel
dispensation, in which we are now living, and & &md of which Christ will appear. The
expectation is that the gospel will in the end meeanuch more effective than it is at
present and will usher in a period of righteousragspeace and of rich spiritual
blessings. In our days some even expect that tHibevthe grand result of a purely
natural process of evolution. This whole idea, haavedoes not seem to fit in with what
the Bible tells us respecting the great apostasgrd the end of time.

b. PRE-MILLENNIALISM. According to Pre-millennialim Christ at His return will re-
establish the kingdom of David on earth, and veilgn at Jerusalem for a thousand years.
This theory is based on a literalistic interpretatof the prophets and of Rev. 20:1-6. It
makes the kingdom of God an earthly and natiorajdom, while the New Testament
represents it as spiritual and universal, a kingtloathis even now in existence, Matt.
11:12; 12:28; Luke 17:21: John 18:36-37; Col. 13 New Testament knows nothing
of such an earthly and temporal kingdom of Chhat,does speak of His heavenly
(2Tim. 4:18) and eternal (2Pet. 1:11) kingdom. Mwe, this theory seeks its main
support in a passage (Rev. 20:1-6), which represeastene in heaven, and makes no
mention of the Jews, of an earthly and nationaj#tom, nor of the land of Palestine, as
the place where Jesus will rule.

TO MEMORIZE . Passages pertaining to:
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a. THE CALLING OF THE GENTILE:

Matt. 24:14. "And this gospel of the kingdom shmdlpreached in the whole world for a
testimony unto all the nations; and then shallehé come.”

Rom. 11:25-26a. "For | would not, brethren, hava igmorant of this mystery, lest ye be
wise in your own conceits, that a hardening in path befallen Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in; and so all Israel dalaved.”

b. THE CONVERSION OF ISRAEL:
Rom. 11:26. Cf. above under a.

2 Cor. 3:15-16. "But unto this day, whensoever Mdseead, a veil lieth upon their
heart. But whensoever it shall turn to the Lore, ¥kil is taken away."

c. THE GREAT APOSTASY AND THE GREAT TRIBULATION:

Matt. 24:9-13. "Then shall they deliver you up utrtbulation, and shall kill you: and ye
shall be hated of all the nations for my name'&®sakd then shall many stumble, and
shall deliver up one another, and shall hate on¢ghan. And many false prophets shall
arise, and shall lead many astray. And becausaitpighall be multiplied, the love of the
many shall wax cold. But he that endureth to they #me same shall be saved.”

Matt. 24:21-22. "For then shall be great tribulafisuch as hath not been from the
beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever slte. And except those days had been
shortened, no flesh would have been saved: buhéoelect's sake those days shall be
shortened.”

d. THE REVELATION OF ANTICHRIST:

2 Thess. 2:8-9. "And then shall be revealed théglssvone, whom the Lord Jesus shall
slay with the breath of his mouth, and bring togiduby the manifestation of his coming;
even he, whose coming is according to the workingatan with all power and signs and
lying wonders."

1 John 2:18a, 22. "Little children, it is the lastur: and as ye heard that antichrist
cometh, even now have there arisen many antichrigiho is the liar but he that denieth

that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichiestef] he that denieth the Father and the
Son."

e. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST:

Matt. 24:44. "Therefore be ye also ready; for irhanr that ye think not the Son of Man
cometh."
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Phil. 3:20. "For our citizenship is in heaven; wbemlso we wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ."

Tit. 2:13. "Looking for the blessed hope and apimgpof the glory of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ."

For Further Study:

a. How would you explain the passages that spe#tkeatoming of Christ as near? Matt.
16:28; 24:34; Heb. 10:25; Jas. 5:9; 1 Pet. 4:53ihP:18.

b. Who are the "false Christs" or "antichrists,dfich the Bible speaks, Matt. 24:24;
1John 2:187

C. What would you say in reply to the idea thatgbeond coming of Christ belongs to
the past, since He returned in the Spirit, Johd8,48.

Questions for Review

1. What great events will precede the second comiir@hrist?
2. In what sense must the nations be evangelized?

3. How must we understand the predicted conveisidsrael?
4. What is the great apostasy and the great ttibala

5. What does the Bible mean when it speaks of tht&chArist?
6. In what sense are there antichrists even now?

7. What signs will precede the second coming?

8. In what sense can it be regarded as near?

9. Can we regard the second coming as a past eiemi; why not?
10. Can you prove that it will be physical and bis¥?

11. How can it be sudden, when it will be preceldgdigns?
12. What will be the purpose of Christ's return?

13. What is the difference between post- and ptenmialism?

14. What objections are there to these theories?

Page:113 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

Chapter 30: The Resurrection, The Last Judgment
And The Final State

1. THE RESURRECTION. Scripture teaches us th#teteturn of Christ the
dead will be raised up. The Old Testament clegrgaks of it in Isa. 26:19, Dan. 12:2.
The New Testament contains more abundant progflbhn 5:25-29; 6:39-40, 44;
11:24-25; 1Cor 15; 1Thess. 4:13-17; Rev. 20:13.

a. THE CHARACTER OF THE RESURRECTION. Scripturedieas us to look forward
to a BODILY resurrection, similar to the resurreatiof Christ. The redemption in Christ
will include the body, Rom. 8:23; 1Cor. 6:13-20cBwa resurrection is clearly taught in
1Cor. 15, and in Rom. 8:11. It will include bottethghteous and the wicked, but will be
an act of deliverance and glorification only foe fiormer. For the latter the re-union of
body and soul will issue in the extreme penaltgtefnal death.

b. THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION. According to Sctipe the general

resurrection will coincide with the return of Chrand the end of the world, and will
immediately precede the final judgment, John 5:276239-40, 44, 54; 11:24; 1Cor.
15:23; Phil. 3:20-21; Rev. 20:11-15. Pre-millenaas teach a double resurrection: one of
the just at the return of Christ, and another efuhjust a thousand years later, at the end
of the world. But the Bible speaks of the resurgecof both in a single breath. Dan.

12:2; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15. It connects thgjadnt of the wicked with the coming

of Christ, 2Thess. 1:7-10, and places the resuorecf the just at the last day, John 6:39-
40, 44, 54; 11:24.

2. THE LAST JUDGMENT. The doctrine of the resurrectleads right on to that of the
last judgment. The Bible speaks of the coming fafi@ judgment in no uncertain terms,
Ps. 96:13; 98:9; Eccl. 3:17; 12:14; Matt. 25:31-R6m. 2:5-10; 2Cor. 5:10. 2Tim. 4:1;
1Pet. 4:5; Rev. 20:11-14.

a. THE JUDGE AND HIS ASSISTANTS. Christ as the Madr will be the Judge, Matt.
25:31-32; John 5:27; Acts 10:42; 17:31; Phil. 2210im. 4:1. This honour was conferred
on Christ as the reward for His atoning work. Thgeds will assist Him, Matt. 13:41-42;
24:31; 25:31, and the saints will also have sonaeesin His judicial work, 1Cor. 6:2-3;
Rev. 20:4.

b. THE PARTIES THAT WILL BE JUDGED. It is perfectgvident from Scripture that
every individual of the human race will have to e@pbefore the judgment seat, Eccl.
12:14; Matt. 12:36-37; 25:32; Rom. 14:10; 2Cor B Rev. 20:12. Some think that the
righteous will be excepted, but this is contraryviatt. 13:30, 40-43, 49; 25:31-36; 2Cor.
5:10. Clearly the demons will also be judged, M&t9; 1Cor. 6:3; 2Pet 2:4; Jude 6.

c. THE TIME OF THE JUDGMENT. The final judgment Wilaturally be at the end of

the world, and will follow immediately after thesurrection of the dead, John 5:28-29;
Rev. 20:12-13. The duration of the judgment cafeotletermined. The Bible speaks of
"the day of judgment”, but this does not necessamnian that it will be a day of twenty-

Page:114 of 118



Summary Of Christian Doctrine

four hours. Neither is there any ground to assélt thie Pre-millennarians that it will be
a day of a thousand years.

d. THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT. The standard by whsgdints and sinners will be
judged will evidently be the revealed will of Gagentiles will be judged by the law of
nature; Jews by the Old Testament revelation, boskt acquainted with the fuller
revelation of the gospel will be judged by it, Rarl2. God will give every man his due.

3. THE FINAL STATE. The final judgment serves thapose of setting forth clearly
what the final state of each person will be.

a. THE FINAL STATE OF THE WICKED. The wicked arer=igned to the place of
punishment called "hell". Some deny that hell [dace and regard it merely as a
condition, but the Bible uses local terms rightnglolt speaks, for instance, of a "furnace
of fire", Matt. 13:42, a "lake of fire", Rev. 20:4&b, and of a "prison”, 1Pet. 3:19, all of
which are local terms. In this place they will beéatly deprived of the divine favour, will
experience an endless disturbance of life, wilfesybositive pains in body and soul, and
will be subject to pangs of conscience, anguist,despair, Matt. 8:12-13; Mark 9:47-
48; Luke 16:23, 28; Rev. 14:10; 21:8. There willdegrees in their punishment, Matt.
11:22, 24; Luke 12:47-48; 20:47. It is evident tthegtir punishment will be eternal. Some
deny this, because the words 'eternal’ and 'evieigasnay simply denote a long period of
time. Yet this is not the usual meaning of the wo&hd there is no reason to think that
they have that meaning when applied to the futuréghment of the wicked. Moreover,
other terms are used, which point to endless puoresi, Mark 9:43, 48; Luke 16:26.

b. THE FINAL STATE OF THE RIGHTEOUS. The final stavf believers will be
preceded by the passing of the present world amdgtablishment of a new creation.
This will not be an entirely new creation, but extla renewal of the present creation. Ps.
102:26-27; Heb. 12:26-28. Heaven will be the etesbade of believers. Some think of
heaven merely as a condition, but the Bible cleapresents it as a place, John 14:2;
Matt. 22:12-13; 25:10-12. The righteous will notyomherit heaven, but the entire new
creation, Matt. 55:; Rev. 21:1-3. The reward offiiglateous is described as eternal life,
that is, not merely endless life, but life in &l fulness, without any of the imperfections
and disturbances of the present. This fulnesdefdienjoyed in communion with God,
which is really the essence of eternal life, Rev32While all will enjoy perfect bliss,
there will be degrees also in the enjoyments of&eaDan. 12:3; 2Cor. 9:6.

TO MEMORIZE . Passages proving:
a. A GENERAL RESURRECTION:

Dan. 12:2. "And many of them that sleep in the dfishe earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlastngempt."
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John 5:28-29. "Marvel not at this: for the hour @bm in which all that are in the tombs
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they tltave done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil, unto theuresction of judgment.”

Acts 24:15. "Having hope toward God, which thes® déhemselves look for, that there
shall be a resurrection both of the just and unjust

b. ARESURRECTION OF THE BODY:

Rom. 8:11. "But if the Spirit of Him that raised desus from the dead dwelleth in you,
He that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead ghallife also to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit that dwelleth in you."

1 Cor. 15:35. "But some one will say, How are thadiraised? and with what manner of
body do they come?" Also verse 44. "It is sown @rad body; it is raised a spiritual
body."

c. ARESURRECTION AT THE LAST DAY OR AT THE COMIN®F CHRIST:

1 Cor. 15:22-23. "For as in Adam all die, so ats&hrist shall all be made alive. But
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; thteey that are Christ's, at his coming."

1 Thess. 4:16. "For the Lord himself shall desdeoh heaven, with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Gantd the dead in Christ shall rise first."

John 6:40. "For this is the will of my Father, teaery one that beholdeth the Son, and
believeth on Him, should have eternal life; andll igise him up at the last day."

d. A FINAL JUDGMENT WITH CHRIST AS JUDGE:

2 Cor. 5:10. "For we must all be made manifest tgefoe judgment-seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things [done] in the badyording to what he hath done,
whether [it be] good or bad.”

2 Tim 4:1. "l charge thee in the sight of God, ah€hrist Jesus, who shall judge the
living and the dead..."

Rev. 20;12. "And | saw the dead, the great andinal, standing before the throne; and
books were opened: and another book was openedhvghihe book of life: and the dead
were judged out of the things which were writterthia books, according to their works."

e. ETERNAL AWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS:

Matt. 25:46. "And these shall go away into etempalishment: but the righteous into
eternal life."
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Rom. 2:6-8. "Who will render to every man accordiadnis works: to them that by
patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor arwbrruption, eternal life: but unto
them that are factious, and obey not the truthpbety unrighteousness, shall be wrath
and indignation."

2 Thess. 1:9. "Who shall suffer punishment, evemetl destruction from the face of the
Lord and from the glory of his might."

f. DEGREES IN AWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS:

Dan. 12:3. "And they that are wise shall shinenasarightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the starsver and ever."”

Luke 12:47-48. "And that servant, who knew his ®wdill, and made not ready, nor did
according to his will, shall be beaten with manypsts; but he that knew not, and did
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with fripes. And to whomsoever much is
given, of him shall much be required: and to whbeytcommit much, of him will they
ask the more."

2 Cor. 9:6. "But this | say, He that soweth spdgirglall reap also sparingly; and he that
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully."

For Further Study:
a. How does Jesus argue the resurrection in M&232337?

b. Does Paul in 2 Thess. 1:7-10 place the judgwietite wicked a thousand years after
the coming of Christ?

c. Does 1 Cor. 6:3 prove that the good angelsaisth be judged?
Questions for Review

1. How can you prove the resurrection of the badynfthe New Testament?
2. What Bible proof is there for the resurrectidnih® wicked?

3. How does their resurrection differ from thatloé righteous?

4. What does the Bible teach respecting the tinteefesurrection?

5. How would you disprove the doctrine of a doulgigurrection?

6. What Scripture proof is there for a last judgtfen

7. Who will be the Judge, and who will assist Him?
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8. What parties will be judged?

9. When will the last judgment be, and how lond wilast?
10. By what standard will men be judged?

11. In what will the punishment of the wicked cati

12. How can you prove that it will be unending?

13. Will the new creation be an entirely new craai

14. What will be the reward of the righteous?
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